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Club News 
 

President’s handover 

 

The July 3 meeting sees the installation of our new president Tony O’Hara, 

pictured right, with Alec Stuttard becoming vice president and Gil Riley 

taking over as club secretary. 

New President Tony’s Club Assembly address 

 

It is important to recruit new members or start a satellite club because to state the obvious there will 

be no Darwen Rotary within the next few years if we don’t. To this end I would like to retain the 

existing committee to look at ways of recruiting and to improving our image within the community.  

We have already discussed a Rotary Day, but I would like to resurrect Blood Pressure Day and maybe 

the Tower Trudge as well which will also enhance our image. But to do these things the support of all 

the members is needed.  

I appreciate that you have all “been there, done that” so what I would like is for all members to write 

down what they want from Rotary and submit their papers anonymously to the recruitment 

committee so that the mood of the members can be gauged. 

We have a big project with Rotakids, Julie and Kathleen are doing a fantastic job, but I would like to 

see members becoming involved as well particularly with the technology tournament involving 

primary schools. Members could also try to establish contact with DACA and the Vale with a view to 

starting Interact clubs with members of Rotakids who have moved up.  
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We also have Rypen, Ryla, the Calvert Trust, Life Education.  Whilst these are all worthy causes and 

raise our profile, they do not raise any funds, in fact they cost us money.  

We have had a superb fundraising  project with the Lego Darwen Tower  but that is coming to an end 

and what are we going to do to raise funds when it finishes? We need to set up a fundraising 

committee to discuss future projects. 

I would like to have joint meetings with other Rotary clubs to see what they are doing and perhaps 

glean some ideas from them about recruitment and fundraising. 

Rotary is not all about serving the community, I would like to see more social interaction with club 

members and wives that could include such things as a bowls day, trip to the Illuminations by coach 

with a fish and chips supper, a barge trip with afternoon tea, dinner out with wives, a weekend away,  

or maybe a day out to the railway museum at York by train. With this in mind I would like to form a 

social committee to discuss some ideas. 

I am only one man, I cannot do this job alone, and I will need your help and advice to be able to 

continue as president. I want us all to be involved in the activities of the club and I hope your 

comments on your anonymous papers will give me some guidelines as to what you want. 

 

Rotakids bridge building 

 

Darwen Rotary is leading the country in encouraging primary schools to become involved in RIBI’s 

Rotakids Bridge Building scheme. After a pilot in Rochester, Kent, the scheme is being rolled out 

nationally and Darwen was chosen to lead the project. The club is playing a leading role in setting up 

Rotakids groups in the area with a number of local schools taking part and others showing interest. 

Pictured below children from St Barbabas are seen making model bridges for squirrels to get across a 

busy pathway with the real life version allowing people to walk and cycle below. The children were 

given a special kit to build the bridge using dowling, paper, glue, paper clips and bulldog clips. 

Rotarians Kathleen Graham, president Mark Graham, Julia O’Hara and incoming president Tony 

O’Hara are seen with the winners of the St Barbabas build. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Speakers 

 
July 3: President’s handover 

July 10 : No meeting 

July 17:  No meeting 

July 24: Ordinary meeting followed by Council 

August 7: Julie Jones and Conor Mills, Calvert Trust project report  

August 14: No meeting 

August 21: Committee night followed by council 

August 28: No meeting, Bank Holiday 

September 4: Emma Holden, Ladies’ GB Clay Pigeon Shooting Team captain  

 

Club Assembly reports 
 

Community and Vocational Programme for 2017-2018 

1) RYPEN: This programme will continue providing suitable candidates can be found from the local 

schools. 

2) Calvert Trust: Providing a suitable candidate can be found, the committee will continue to support 

this programme. 

3) ROTAKIDS: Following the excellent progress on introducing this to local primary schools it is 

intended to continue to promote the advantages to both the existing participants and other 

schools. There will need to be additional help to the two leaders of this effort especially if the 

engineering programme is progressed into the schools. 

4) LEGO Tower: To date we have sold 18,750 bricks which leaves 6,250 to sell to complete the build. 

With members’ help we wish to continue to man the stall and complete the project. 

5) Life Education: The committee intends to continue its support of this organisation helping to move 

the vehicle and raise funds when appropriate. 

6) Visits: The committee will continue to examine possible visits. 

 

Membership 

Following the changes in the meetings it is intended to consider with members various methods of 

trying to extend membership. 

1) A Rotary Day in the town. 

2) Approach to Rotakids parents 

3) Contacting local businesses 

4) Targeted leaflet drop 

5) Continue to get publicity 

We hope to recruit at least one member this coming year and possibly more if the above 

events are successful. 

 

International Committee  

 
Planned Arabian Night, Saturday, September 23, at 7pm, Sacred Heart parish centre.  



Asian night in the spring 2018  

We continue to support the various appeals in short, medium and long term 

Asking speakers from various conflict areas of the world that were in Blackburn and Darwen.  

Develop the relationship with Darwen mosque after the visits to break the fast. To further bring the 

Muslim community together in dialogue with local civic and community leaders.  

 

Committee Minutes June 19 

 

Community and Vocational 
 

Present: John Jacklin, Alan Cooper, Gerald Eden, Les Frankish, Kathleen Graham, Alec Stuttard. Julie 

O’Hara, Gil Riley. 

Life Education: Nothing to report 

Calvert Trust: We have one possible candidate and await suggestions for other suitable persons. It 

was pointed out the course had been shortened to six days to save funds. It was also pointed out that 

this course covered all age groups from 18 upwards. 

RYPEN: DACA has three possible candidates. 

Tower: Currently about 19,000 bricks sold. Suggested that we approach WEC to see if they would 

sponsor the dome, this would be in the region of £1,100. Ainsworths Funeral Directors had offered 

£160 to celebrate their 160th year of existence and it would be for the decorated shield. 

Rotakids: Ashleigh and Holy Trinity had taken part in the bridge building project. It went well at both 

schools. St Barnabas was taking part on the 20th of June. There had been an excellent write up in the 

Lancashire Telegraph. 15 pupils had attended the Conference at Lancaster University. It was hectic 

but very rewarding 

 

International Committee Meeting  
 

Present: John Newman, Archie Anthony, Gordon Holden, Roy Chatburn, Geoff Tolley and John 

Macnamara.  Tony O’Hara and Mark Graham observed. 

£80 has been handed in from the Charity Box, making it £130 the highest for the year for some time. 

Bee Keeping in Ethiopia – matched funding has been received. 

A donation is being made to Mary’s Meals.  

We still support a child in Sri Lanka through Children’s Aid, who have sufficient funds from us given 

some years ago to cover for some considerable time. 

Our practice over the years has been to support emergency projects rather than a specific project. 

It was noted that Holy Trinity School, where Rotakids are involved, have a project to raise funds for an 

orphanage in Thailand. 

We will support the proposed Rotary Day next year. 



Diary dates  

 

July 15: Music at Hollowforth organised in association with the Rotary Club of Preston and Chernobyl 

Children’s Lifeline. At Hollowforth Hall, Woodplumpton, 6.30pm, music begins 7.30pm. Take a picnic, 

music from the movies and musicals performed by East Lancashire Concert Band, followed by 

fireworks display. Further details and tickets £15 from Charles Bennett, 01772 690227 or Ray Pigott, 

01772 690335. 

 

Just joking 

 
A new business was opening and one of the owner's friends wanted to send him flowers for the 

occasion. They arrived at the new business and the owner read the card "Rest in Peace." 

The owner was angry and called the florist to complain. 

After he had told the florist of the obvious mistake and how angry he was, the florist replied, "Sir, I'm 

really sorry for the mistake, but rather than getting angry, you should imagine this: somewhere, there 

is a funeral taking place today, and they have flowers with a note saying 'Congratulations on your 

new location’. 

 

A very attractive young lady was sitting in a fine restaurant one night. Waiting for her date, as she 

was, she wanted to make sure everything was perfect. So, as she bent down in her chair to get the 

mirror from her purse, she accidentally farted quite loudly just as the waiter walked up.  

 

Sitting up straight, embarrassed and red faced, knowing everyone in the place heard, she turned to 

the waiter and demanded "Stop that!"  

The waiter looked at her dryly and said, "Sure madam, which way was it headed?"  

 

 

 

 

The Rotary Club of Darwen meets at Darwen Masonic Hall, Hawkshaw Avenue, Darwen, BB3 1QZ, tel: 01254 

702594, twice monthly on Mondays at 6pm for 6.30pm. The attendance officer is Alan Slack, tel: 01254 

704107. The club was founded in May 1933 and is club number 383 of District 1190 RIBI. RI Club number 

19873 


