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Club News 

 
Charity Day success 

 
Darwen Rotary’s Charity Day brought good 

weather and the crowds to the town’s new 

market square with lots of charities and 

organisations being represented. 

Rotakids (pictured right) was a big attraction for 

the youngsters with many other draws for the 

young and older folk alike. The mayor, Coun Pat 

McFall, officially opened the square. 
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As the pictures show, there was plenty of fun 

and attractions for the thousands of visitors 
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John scoops national award 
 

Our club member John East has 

collected a Champions of Change 

award after being recognised by 

Rotary in Great Britain and Ireland for 

the support he has shown to refugees 

and asylum seekers in his 

community. 

The ceremony was held at 

Nottingham Council House as part of 

Rotary’s annual Conference and 

Showcase taking place in the city. 

Champions of Change is part of 

Rotary’s Champions Awards, which 

are hosted each year to recognise the 

outstanding and inspirational 

humanitarian and community service 

of volunteers from around the 

country. 

John was among 14 winners who received their awards from the Lord Mayor of Nottingham, Cllr 

Liaqat Ali. He has spent the past 20 years helping asylum seekers and refugees in the Blackburn and  

Darwen area. He co-ordinates Darwen Asylum Refugees Enterprise (DARE), supporting individuals by 

running a drop-in centre, English classes, health checks, sign posting and trips out. 

This has had a direct impact on the local community as relation nships develop and understanding of 

the issues surrounding world conflict increases. DARE has helped to integrate hundreds of refugees 

into the local area, immersing them in  the community’s cultural life, at a time in their lives where 

they often feel marginalised and helpless. 

The search for this year’s winners was carried out across Rotary’s network of more than 1,700 Rotary 

clubs, with Rotary members and also members of the public having their extraordinary work 

recognised. This ranged from tackling mental health and supporting education, to alleviating poverty 

and fighting prostate cancer. 

Barry Rassin, the global President of Rotary International, said at the evening’s ceremony, “We 

recognise those who are making significant change in their communities, which is why  Rotary exists 

as an organisation.” 

 

Diary events 
 

June 15 and 16: Rotary Ride national event 

August 2: Penrith Rotary charity golf tournament, further information: penrithrotarygolf.org.uk 

August 31: Club’s charity bowls competition for Darwen Tower repair fund 

Speakers and Meeting Dates 
 

June 3: Club Assembly and business meeting 

June 10: No meeting 

June 17:  Council meeting 

June 24 No meeting 

July 1: Presidents handover. 

July 22: Social meeting followed by council. 

July 26: Afternoon tea at Dolly’s. tea room. 

July 29: No meeting 

August 5: Committee night followed by council. 
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Just joking 

One Sunday morning, the vicar saw little Davey staring up at the large plaque which hung in the 

church’s foyer. The plaque was covered with names and small Union Jacks were mounted on either 

side of it.  

 

“Reverend Donovan,” the boy asked, “what is this?”  

 

“Well, son, it’s a memorial to all the young men and women who died in service,” the priest explained. 

 

 They stood together quietly, staring at the memorial plaque.  

 

Little Davey softly asked, “Which service? The 9 o’clock or the 10:30?”  

 

A chap goes to a girl's house for the first time, and she shows him into the living room. She excuses 

herself to go into the kitchen to make them a coffee. As he's standing there alone, he notices a little 

vase on the mantel piece. He picks it up, and as he’s looking at it, she walks back in.  

He says: “What’s this?”  

She says, “Oh, my father’s ashes are in there.” 

He says, “Blimey...oooh....I...” 

She added, “Yes, he’s too lazy to go into the kitchen to get an ashtray.” 

The Rotary Club of Darwen meets at Dolly’s Tearoom, Bolton Road, Darwen, on Mondays at 6pm for 6.30pm. 

The attendance officer is Alan Slack, tel: 01254 704107. The club was founded in May 1933 and is club number 

383 of District 1190 RIBI. RI Club number 19873 


