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News
“Service Above Self”

May We All Be Merry and Bright - and Mindful

I

have been given latitude by your
Editor. He has invited me to say
what I passionately think about
Christmas. Here goes, and I am
well aware others may disagree.
When our son was about five, he
was asked by his grandfather on
Christmas Day what day it was.
His answer, “Baby Jesus’s birthday”. I felt very proud of him.
Christianity is fundamentally a
religion of joy. At its heart is a
joyful message and one of the
great celebrations of that joy is
Christmas. (The other two are
Easter and Pentecost).
I like to remember that Jesus was
born in wretched of circumstances. How can an animal stables be
hygienically clean? Imagine cows
coming up to your wife in the
pains of labour and licking her in
encouragement. Would you like
your new-born child in an animal
feeding trough? Yet they survived.
Something to celebrate indeed!

But celebration does not need
to be excess. You can be much
happier if you don’t overeat or get
drunk. They didn’t in the original
story. The shepherds didn’t come
into the stable smashed out of
their minds and ready to throw up
in the feeding trough! A couple of
glasses of wine are just fine.
By all means give gifts, but don’t
go broke doing so. Those gifts are
a token representing God’s great
gift to humanity – his son. No
extravagant gift can ever match
God’s gift to us.
Christianity is often perceived
(erroneously) as a religion stuffed
full of “thou shalt not”. Well, here
is my commandment to you for
Christmas. Thou SHALT meet
with thy friends and family and
enjoy thyself in celebration and
commemoration of Jesus’ birth.
If our house dries out in time,
we hope to hold Open House for
Rotary on the Saturday before
Christmas. And with that invitation go the wishes of Sue and myself to all club members and their
families, and to Rotarians everywhere for a very happy Christmas
and prosperous New Year .
Meanwhile, I am thrilled and
delighted that we staged another
Cancer Awareness Day with Mr
Vohra who was so enlightening
to us all on his last visit. Such a
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worthy cause, and my thanks to all
who supported the day.
Also, looking ahead, I do hope
everyone will do their best to sell
tickets for our Christmas Market
Raffle - not least in aid of Ebola
and Shelter Box, two causes close
to our hearts, plus other Rotary
charities we support.

Souvenir Charter Pull-out - Pages 7 & 8

Viewpoint……..From The Editor

Recognition and Reward
and seem to appreciate it. Your
reminisces, reflections, holiday
tales and personal notes have kept
‘Rotary’ news as the main basis –
within the club, the district and
our friends in neighbouring clubs,
not least our close colleagues in
Billericay Mayflower.

Compliments
Secondly: From Peter Owen, editor of the Mayflower Newsletter:
Congratulations . . .
. . . to Trevor Bond my friend
and journalist colleague of
almost 60 years for his editing
and his fellow Rotarian Peter
Greene for his production and
design skills in presenting the
Billericay club’s excellent new
newsletter. I will forward it to
our members soon.

T

he club is reluctant to blow its
own trumpet but your editorial staff feel we all have reason to
be immodest for once – or twice.

Featured in District 1240
News
Firstly, the 1240 News issue for
October has highlighted us on
their new page two feature – From
the Club Bulletins.
We are only the second club to
have their newsletter mentioned,
after Stort Valley, and District Rotary News editor, Stan Keller has
reproduced the front page of our
July issue which featured incoming president Mike Ginn’s aims
and ambitions in taking over.
When, at the end of last year,
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Peter Greene and myself discussed
producing a newsletter in colour
which might raise the club’s profile
and former president Keith Wood
and secretary Ed Harrison gave
the idea their blessing, we envisaged something like four pages
– and wondered whether we could
fill even that space.

Growing Longer and
Stronger
Well, like Topsy…we grew and
grew. From our first issue in
March of five pages, to the current
fourteen – and counting. More
magazine than perhaps newsletter
(we can’t compete for “news”
with clubs with much larger
memberships than ours) but you,
our happy band, have welcomed
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

A personal message to me but including Peter. But also to our club.
I see this as a sign that the 2 clubs
are very close – their own aims
and objectives, their own targets,
their own personalities, apart as it
should be – but working together
in the interests of Rotary. Our
thanks to Mayflower.

And now for another 55
years?
As its first editor, I am proud to
have achieved so much, so soon. I
know Peter will agree. The newsletter as it looks would not be
possible without Peter’s technical
knowledge and skill and Acors
Press’ s printing expertise and
help. I would like to think, as we
celebrate 55 years, the newsletter
will record another fifty-five years
of a club that has never failed to
make its Rotarian mark.
But, by then, you might need a
new editor !
www.billericayrotary.org

RotaKids Breakthrough
Charter Granted to the Quiltonians

W

e are now part of
RotaKids – officially.

The Club can celebrate its
achievement in being accepted
into the RotaKids project. All
the hard work by Youth Officer
James Ilesley at Quilters Junior
School to make us a serious player, was recognised at our lunch
meeting on November 17 when
James received the official Charter from President Mike Ginn.

T

he hand-over of the Charter
Certificate, signed by RIBI
President Peter King, was greeted
with generous and deserved

applause for James had driven
the project with the co-operation
of Quilters School. Talking to
the Club newsletter prior to
Monday’s hand-over, James said:
“ It is a vital break-through. We
are now up and running with the
Quiltonians! I am thrilled.”

Great Enthusiasm
The first RotaKids meeting, (30+
children attended) has taken
place, and there is great enthusiasm - the majority want
to stand as officers!
They have even made
their first decision as
RotaKids - to use a
Gavel rather than a
Bell! The kids will
pitch to fill the Officers’
position at the next
meeting, with the final
decision being made
by James and President
Mike.
The Head and staff of Quilters
school are all for the club, and
it has the support of the School
Council & Governors. In the

Head’s
words “..
School
Council was
intrigued
and very
keen to
forge a
link with
Rotary.
We spoke
about what it means to be a good
citizen and the importance of
giving time freely and enthusiastically to help others. My governors
are keen to explore a partnership
with yourselves. I think it could
be very innovative and fruitful.”
See next issue for reports on the
Charter Handover and Special
Assembly.

School Radio
We also have the opportunity to
sponsor a new school radio station
by funding some of the equipment and would get regular public
acknowledgement “on-air” which
could help spread the word about
Rotary, but this is still all work in
progress.

Other Youth News

Y

oung chef
Billericay and
Mayflower
Schools will
compete
again this
year. The
Ivory Rooms
will sponsor
the prizes the Billericay competition will be
approximately the same time in
November as last year.
The Regional final is on the 14th
March 2015 in District 1260.

www.billericayrotary.org
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Y

oung photographer
The
competition
will involve
Billericay,
Mayflower and St
John’s, and
Wickford
Rotary Club
will join the
competition too. Regional Final
scheduled for 15th April 2015.
outh Speaks
Work In Progress. So far only
Quilters school has accepted but
they have not started their club

Y

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
ll

yet. District
Finals will be
in Chelmsford
(4th March
2015 - Intermediate; and
11th March
2015 - Seniors). Regional
Final is 21st
March 2015 in London. The
National Final returns to Essex at
Brentwood School, on 10th May
2015.
ore News on Youth Technology and Billericay
School Interact Club next issue.

M
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District Membership Workshop

P

resident Elect Ed Harrison
and Membership Chairman
Peter Strong attended the District
workshop (6th November) chaired
by PDG John Banks. Purpose - to
enable and drive increased Rotary
membership and for us to learn
more about starting an eClub in
Billericay. (Only two allowed per
District – none yet in 1240).

Exciting new Club Types
It introduced new and exciting
forms of membership, including
three alternatives for new clubs:
1. Satellite Clubs – a declining
club might become a satellite
to an existing parent club.
2. Innovative & Flexible Clubs
– e.g. no fixed rules; clubs ‘do
their own thing’ and choose
their own form of governance.
3. eClubs – Virtual meetings via
the Internet. Two alternatives:
i. ‘PURE’ Clubs – members
communicating between
one another entirely via the
Internet and never meet
together
ii. ‘HYBRID’ Clubs – members make their own rules
of association but can meet
together or join a conventional mother Club when
considered beneficial.

eClubs have the same set-up
process as conventional clubs.
Technical ability is obviously
required in creating and managing
a website. Payments are online.
The closest eClub is Norwich. We
should contact them for advice as
how best to proceed. During the
interval Ed spoke to PDG John
and another possibility would be a
Satellite Hybrid E-Club; John will
send Ed some literature.

Increasing Membership
Two contrasting club examples of
increasing membership:1. Hadleigh Castle – informality, no sit-down meal, weekly
light-hearted evening meetings,
female members encouraged. 6
couples now out of 24 members
with a target of 30 - 32 in 2015.
2. Billericay Mayflower – evening
club, active membership approaching 50; ages 40 - 80; recruiting presence at all staged
events, e.g. Christmas Market
& SummerFest; Facebook site;
occasionally on local radio. Sells
itself through local high-profile
activities and good works.
Peter McCafferty and David Fenn
discussed the importance Public Relations to recruitment. PR
should be tailored for “the Public”.

A string of examples for ‘lighting
up’ Rotary were summarised at
this stage, many of which we already do. Plus two new ideas we
were urged to consider:
• sponsor a youth (soccer) team,
• distribute a Club bi-fold handout and business cards to the
public. We should visit other
clubs to get ideas which might
be adopted in our club.

Club Visioning
Highly recommended as a means
of enlivening club activities and
developing important succession
plans. With an outside facilitator, a 3-hour “Visioning” session
for members to brainstorm ideas
for membership, recruitment and
high-profile public events. Success depends on the motivation of
club members.
Finally, the importance of mentoring new/younger members
was emphasised. We need to
ensure that new members are not
overlooked and that their enthusiasm is harnessed. To keep up
the interest of new members they
should be given some responsibility at an early stage to avoid dropout and disillusionment!
For ‘Visioning’ PDG John Banks
will be the contact man.

Not a Damp Squib .... but a Storm of a Success

M

alcolm, Tom, James, Patrick,
Treasurer Mike, Keith and
I braved the elements as Billericay Round Table staged the 45th
Annual Firework Display with
£21,000 of fireworks - by far the
largest firework display in Essex,
and Round Table need help from
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many organisations to run the
event. This year there was a Kids
Firework Display at 6.15 p.m. and
the usual torchlight procession
prior to the grand lighting of the
bonfire, plus food and drink stalls
open throughout the evening.
Everybody had a great time
despite the terrible weather. The
event was a great success.
There was also a live road-show by
Heart FM, with hosts Martin and
Su introducing special guests.
We did not see any of these events
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

as we had to man the gate in Lake
Avenue, and we were unable to
hear any of this entertainment due
to all the other competing noises.
I think our gate, which we have
manned in some previous years,
wasn’t as busy as usual. This was
(continued on Page 6)

www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t

Remembrance - Age shall not weary them ...
Mohne dam with navigation lights
President Michael them. Those men should have
been strengthening Normandy de- on to draw German fire so that
Ginn remembers
fences. As a result, when invasion planes with bombs had clear runs.

O

nly soldiers on the ground
win battles. When they do
so, with outstanding courage and
bravery, a lot of them die. The enemy was always well equipped and
trained. It was their bullets which
killed the men who we commemorate on the town’s memorial.

But as I stood there in the two
minutes silence, my mind was not
only on those soldiers, but also on
the crews of 19 Lancasters of 617
squadron who flew on the Dam
Busters raid in May 1943. They
broke two dams and the Germans
diverted 200,000 men to rebuild

came, the soldiers attacking four
of the five beaches had an easier
time. Only on Omaha, did thousands of young Americans die
attacking strong defences.
Eight of those nineteen Lancasters
failed to return, each with a crew
of seven men.
56 men in
all. They died
and maybe
100,000 British, Canadian
and American
soldiers were
not killed in
Normandy.
A Lancaster is
a flying petrol
tank. The 617
squadron
Lancaster Veteran
commander
did a dummy & Club Member
Norman Wilson
attack on the

He knew the risks he was running
in that flying petrol tank and sheer
cold courage carried him through.
He got a deserved Victoria Cross.
He was killed later in the war.
So I remembered those brave men
of 617 squadron and what they
achieved. Then, as I was called
forward to lay Rotary’s wreath, I
did so with much humility. I have

never been tested like these men.
Mention should also be made of
another club member, Rev. Rotarian Paul Carr, who led the service
with great dignity.

Stort Valley Visit - Islam in Britain

S

ix of our members - Mike
Sinclair, Keith Wood, Malcolm
Acors, Ed Harrison, Roger Kettle and Peter Greene, made the
trek to Stort Valley Rotary Club’s
meeting on November 4th. There
was fellowship, good food, good
conversation and a most interesting talk by Sughra Ahmed - Lancashire born, a third generation
Briton of Pakistani descent who
is the first female President of the
Islamic Society of Britain.
She is a Trustee of the Inter Faith
Network UK, and a Specialist for

www.billericayrotary.org
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the Christian Muslim Forum.
Sughra has a BA (Hons) in English
Language and Literature, an MA
in Islamic Studies; is a qualified
Chaplain and holds a Diploma in
Islamic Jurisprudence. She contributes to ”Thought for the Day”.
Earlier this year she was awarded
Muslim Woman of the Year.

As she puts it, she is “Of Britain”
not “In Britain”. I.E. she considers herself a 3rd generation
Briton whose life is here. Her
grandfather came here for temporary work, and life was tough
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R

- 22 of them sharing a house and
“hot-bedding” as they worked
shifts. But when UK legislation
could have excluded their families,
they brought their families here.
The overwhelming majority of
the current generation don’t ever
question where they are from,
they ARE British.
The Islamic Society of Britain
will be 25 in 2015. It represents
its members only. All officers are
elected. It has three Aims:
• Promote greater understanding and awareness of Islam
• Organise, educate and enhance the development of
British Muslim communities
• Encourage positive contributions to British society and the
promotion of social justice for
all.
(continued on Page 6)
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Beausoleil Home Hosting - Final Two Stories
ue and Malcolm Acors
arah & Roger Kettle
Last of the
A real gastronomic evening
We had the pleasure to be
spent
in the delightful company of
Summer
Wine
entertained by Roselyne and

S

S

Philippe Tricetti at their wonderful home overlooking the ‘Baie
de Roquebrune’. We arrived as it
was starting to get dark and, as
we stood
on their
balcony
admiring
the view,
we could see the bright lights of
Monaco in the distance.
The evening was warm and dry so
fifteen guests assembled around a
large table under the arbour, in the
grounds of their house al fresco,
and enjoyed canapés and champagne followed by Rose’s homemade foie gras and warm toast.

A further four delicious courses
together with numerous bottles of

wine were served, finishing with
home brewed Limoncello, Orangello and other liqueurs.
Guests included Carol and Mike
Barrett (Basildon), Pia and Bertil
(Karlshamn), three members from
Italy (Ovada) together with some
members of Beausoleil including
Jean Louis’ sister. She misses her

brother dearly as do all members
of the Beausoleil Club, along with
all of those us who ever had the
pleasure of knowing him. It was
a great pleasure to meet everyone
again and catch up on old times.
A wonderful evening of home
hospitality and Rotary fellowship
at its best. Our hosts made this a
most memorable occasion.

Stort Valley (continued)
The principal themes of her talk
were that the majority of Muslims
don’t question where they are
from, they ARE British. They’ve
worked hard to build a life and

families and want peace and
understanding. They don’t understand extremism. But its an uphill
struggle - no matter how much
they talk about peace, incidents
like the 7/7 bombings, Lee Rigby, David Haines and the other
beheadings make it difficult to get
Page 6

their voices heard. Most Muslims
deplore violence, don’t understand
the motives any more than us, and
her organisation was amongst the
first to condemn them.
With this background she then
answered a series of questions
about Islam in the UK, Muslim

dress, the Koran, and other matters, all of which were answered
with candour, clarity and humour.
If only there had been more time!
By Peter Greene
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

Philippe and Veronique Raffin and
their friends Claude and Anne
(also Beausoleil), and Ed and Pat
Garwood (Basildon).
The subtle but
delicious flavours
of the various
courses and wines
made it a memorable night. But,
in addition it was
also, despite the
language limitations, an evening
of humour and much laughter.

They were wonderful hosts and
conversation never lagged and
their immense effort was much
appreciated.

Fireworks
probably
due to
the wet
weather
but, more
likely, to
the high volume of online sales
which Round Table had made
this year. As
barcodes could
only be scanned
at the main gate,
this meant that
we had to re-direct many people
during the course
of the evening.
A lesson for next year?
By Ed Harrison

(continued from Page 4)

www.billericayrotary.org

55th. Anniversary Charter Supplement
Ten Years Before Man First Walked on the Moon
We Made Rotary Club History
The club with a definite X-Factor!

F

ifty Five Years. A long time in
any language. Great events
have happened since the Rotary
Club of Billericay was formed
1959 - the first man to walk on
the moon, and the advent of the
entry of Margaret Thatcher, later
to become Britain’s first woman
Prime Minister, into Parliament.
Just two among the many historic
events which were recorded at
our own
special 55
year event
– our
anniversary Charter
lunch
held at
the Chichester Hotel, Rawreth, on
Sunday November 2.
It was a proud moment for
current President, Michael Ginn,
as modest as ever, in taking the
assembly of almost 60 Rotarians
and their partners from our club,
fellow Rotarians from Basildon
Club and distinguished guests,
through a potted history decadeby-decade of the years ending in
the figure nine , highlighting how
the Club had kept pace with great
events. In proposing the toast to
the guests, Michael said: “I feel
humble, looking at past events,
and past presidents, to be standing
here today. The figure nine means
a lot to me – I joined in 2009

www.billericayrotary.org

when that great club Rotarian Ben
Clarke was in his third presidency.
How delighted I am to see Ben
here today.“

Great Success
The president’s historical
references were echoed by
Stan Keller, District Governor,
attending one of his first official
appointments, who responded
and proposed the toast to the
Club. “Whenever I have visited
your Club I have been told how
you punch above your weight.
I realise how true that is and I
congratulate you on fifty-five years
of great success and achievement.”

Greeted with a groan – a less historical event: “1959 was also the
year Simon Cowell was born.”. We
can say we had the X-Factor first!
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

Distinguished Guests
Other distinguished guests were
Honorary Member, Lord Petre,
District Assistant Governor, Alan
Clark, Richard Rackham, VicePresident of Billericay Mayflower
and Peter Townsend, President,
Rotary Club of Basildon.
Basildon Club also took a full
table of members and partners for
which we extend our thanks for
their support.
Speaker Dr Eric Watts regaled us
with medical tales, anecdotes and
some serious discussion on the
development of
medical
science,
plus a
few tales
and jokes
outside
the medical arena.
Thank you
Eric. A collecting box was put
on every table and collected over
£100 towards Children with Cancer UK. The Club added a further
£100 from Club funds
Our thanks to Norman Bishop for
again arranging a superb lunch
and to the staff of the Chichester
Hotel for their excellent service
and support.
By Trevor Bond
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55th. Anniversary Charter Supplement
The Charter Presentation

T

he Charter (signed 23rd. September 1959 by R.I. President,
Harold Thomas, Secretary George
Means, RIBI President, Harry
Shaw, and Secretary Ron Wardley)
was presented by District Chairman Tom Hill on November 2nd.
- the first he had done.

Privileges and Obligations
In his address Tom showed, from
his own experience, the progressive steps of service which were
open to all Rotarians, from ordinary member to committee Chairman, Club President and thence
to District work. For him this had
culminated in the opportunity of
presenting the charter. He went on
to explain the privileges available
to those who accepted them and
the obligations which they were
undertaking to fulfil. It gave every
member the opportunity to help
make the world a better place and,
in doing so, to enjoy the fellowship and friendship of all other
Rotarians actively engaged in
the same worthy cause. He concluded by referring to the badge,
an ‘Open Sesame’ to world-wide
hospitality and friendship.

A Man is as Great ...
The Revd. Tom Cashmore, RIBI
Past President, welcomed the
Club. This was a real spiritual
occasion. Great things were happening, of great importance not
only to the club but to the District,
for a new kind of fellowship had
come into their midst. A fellowship that cut through differences
that existed in the community
and pledged us to work together
in service to man. Ideals are good
but they must be translated into
action. Our efforts must be carried
into industry. We must practice
and endeavour to teach others the
meaning of good citizenship. We
Page 8
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must begin in the club by being
in complete fellowship - breaking
down all barriers in the name
of goodwill and fellowship. He
concluded: “A man is as great as
the dreams he dreams, As great
as the love he bears, As great as
the values he redeems, And the
happiness he shares. A man is as
great as the thoughts he thinks, As
the worth he has attained, As the
fountain at which his spirit drinks,
And the insight he has gained.
A man is as great as the truth he
speaks, As great as the help he
gives, As great as the destiny he
seeks, As great as the life he lives’.

Good of the Community
Bert Raven proposed the Toast
to the Rotary Club of Billericay.
There had been little difficulty in
forming the Club, largely due to
the calibre of its members - a body
of men whom it was a privilege
and pleasure to know. The Club
had come at a time when Billericay was fast expanding and would
prove a valuable asset to the town.
“Rotary”, he declared, “would
become an important part of the
locality, welding together activities
for the good of the community.”
In his reply, Felix paid tribute to
Bert who had shown amazing
strength of purpose and drive.
A great deal of thought must
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

have been given by those
who addressed the club at the
Inaugural and at the Charter. Felix
wanted to assure them that their
efforts to capture their listeners
imagination had not been in vain.

Service is not just a Word
They had realised that their local
effort, however small, was part of
a grand design - the promotion of
ever increasing charitable thought
and deed throughout the world.
“You have brought home to us
that Service is not just a word to
be drowned in a sea of ideas but
an ideal which requires action to
bring it to life. During the brief
life of our club, members have
attended Assemblies at Ipswich
and Clacton. We have learned a
great deal from these.
The value of fellowship and
goodwill, the consequent free
and unfettered exchange of
ideas, the modest good nature
and appealing sincerity of our
District Chairman, the forthright
common sense and eloquence of
Tom Cashmore. All these have
opened our eyes, our minds and
our hearts. We see clearly that,
with our rising standards of
living, although the problems and
needs of the community may be
different there will be no lessening
of the call for ‘Service above Self.
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
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Prostate Cancer – The Hidden Enemy

C

onstant testing and lifestyle
– the two key points raised
by Mr. Anil Vohra when he addressed an audience of Rotary
members and the general public
on an update on prostate cancer.
Mr Vohra, senior consultant at
NHS and private hospitals in the
area, was back by mutual request
a year after a similar seminar in
2013 and again organised by the
Club through immediate past
president, Keith Wood.
Speaking in St Mary Magdalen
church on Saturday, November 15,
Mr Vohra said: “Early awareness is
essential. Men may not be aware
they have any symptoms – only
checking it out with your GP and
through the testing processes
available will they discover yes or
no. Caught early, it does not have

to be life-threatening. Delay can
lead to acute problems.”
He emphasised that, since his talk
last year, testing procedures had
been updated and increased with
new technology. Laser treatment now played a vital part in
confirming PSA blood tests at
Basildon NHS hospital and Spire
Hospital. “Most men have a small
amount of PSA in their blood –
only when that level is raised does
the problem start.” Regular personal testicular checks were vital.
A good lifestyle was also essential. “General health matters,” he
added.” Sensible eating, absence
of smoking, alcohol and drugs, all
limit the threat.”
Keith Wood told the Club newsletter: “The event was as good as
I expected and the good that was

done in fact can’t be explained by
measuring only the attendance
record. We spoke to many people,
with hundreds of leaflets given
out. Brochures were in the coffee
shops and hairdressers were having a ”Mo Day”.
He gave a vote of thanks to Mr
Vohra with a special mention to
Ann Bender, Community Liasion
Officer for Spire Hospital who
devoted her time to spreading
the word both in the church and
along the High Street.

Where Were You Ken Smith?
When hairy bikers made more noise than
.... the noon-day gun

O

n a recent lovely week in
Guernsey, Jan and I experienced a great event. Quiet Sunday
stroll along the esplanade - then
suddenly, ROAR, ROAR, drowning out the noon-day gun on Castle Cornet- one hairy biker, then
two, then 50, finally, 450 roaring
through St Peter Port on their

annual charity ride around the island. Traffic lights permanently on
green to let them through, traffic
at a halt - what a sight!. It raises
more than a £1,000 every year.
Crowd applause. We looked in
vain for someone we might know
amongst the hairy bikers and
blonde companions - no sign of

100 Club Payouts

Children’s Shelter in South Africa.
Peter Greene will visit the site in
December - Full report next issue.

T

he 100 Club Draw was

made at the Charter Lunch.
Winners were Steve Dodge £100,
Patrick Rothon £75, Ben Clarke
£50 and Malcolm Acors £25.

Masizame Shelter

M

embers ratified Club Council’s recommendation that
we should contribute £500 to this

www.billericayrotary.org

Street Pastors

S

unday November 23rd
Queens Park Community Church at 3 pm - Join the
First Anniversary Service
“Joint Churches Together in
Billericay” and “Street Pastors”
celebrate the positive effect volunteering has on the town’s vulnerawww.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

Ken Smith and Jeannie - Penelope
Pitstop! So, where were you Ken
Smith?
By Trevor Bond
ble on Friday and Saturday nights.

Music at Emmanuel

R

tn Revd Paul Carr informs us
that classical pianist Alasdair
Hogarth and his wife. Joyce, soprano, will be performing “Music
for a Winter’s Evening” at Emmanuel on December 20th at 7.30
pm. More details on the event and
how to purchase tickets on
www.billericaychurches.org/html/
news.php?id=651
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Speakers’ Corner

O

ctober 27th. The work of
Thurrock Open Door was a
mystery to us until Simon Hirst,

revealed that they engaged mostly
with young people and vulnerable
adults on subjects ranging from
drugs, alcohol, life-skills, education, housing support, homelessness and approach.

N

ovember 10th. - “I congratulate you on donating over
$133 per member last year, far
exceeding the target of $100 all
clubs are asked to achieve. And

on top of that, a number of you
have become personal sustaining
members by donating £60 of your
own money.” So said Len Nieu-

N

ovember 17th. - What

a Difference a Cow Can
Make.
The Send A Cow Charity started
when a group of farmers flew 42
cows to Uganda in 1988. Rtn
Martin Reed from Chelmsford
Rivermead, now the official District 1240 ambassador for the project, updated us on progress. “It
is now more Hands Up not Hand
Out,” he stressed “£160 from each
club would make all the difference
to get a Global Grant towards
relief in those parts of Africa –
Kenya, Uganda etc - where the
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An S O S b e i ng m e t

T

he project went far beyond
that even though SOS –
School Outreach Services - using
meditation to inspire confidence
with a non-confrontational
approach and outdoor pursuits
such as trips to venues, gardening, sport and music. They had
recently secured a garden plot to
grow vegetables.
ome members were paid, some
volunteers. They all worked
closely with the probation service particularly in dealing with
alcohol-based problems on a 12-

S

week MARI programme. Comic
Relief supported their work which
Simon declared: “A challenge but
we are combating more and more
anti-social behaviour. We like to
think the days of Victorian abuse
are in the past.”

“Rotary Foundation makes a real difference”
wenhuis, our District Foundation
Chairman when he visited us.
From a first donation of $26.50 in
1916, Rotary Foundation - Rotary’s own charity - is now one of
the largest privately funded charities in the world. All costs covered from interest on donations.
Len then gave us a tour of the new
Global and District Grant system.
Global grants (projects in excess
of $30,000, in another country,
involve a club in that country and
meet 1 of the 6 Foundation Goals.

District grants are usually, for
$500-£3,000, and just have to
be in line with the Foundation
mission. A final message - “most
clubs don’t realize what they can
get District Grants for.”

scheme provides milk and
manure enough to enable
families to feed their children, sustain their lifestyle
and to grow proper crops
for their food chain.
“As a result, they now know
more about organic farming than we do” he said.
“They are versed in animal
care and general husbandry
and the children are being
educated in all these things. We
dropped a stone in the middle
of the pond which has created
ripples. A good Friesen cow will

now produce between 20-30 litres
of milk .compared to a local cow
producing 2-3 litres. We aim to
support 40 families in two districts of Kisumu in Kenya”.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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The Day a Grisly War Stopped
for Carols and a Football Match
With grateful thanks to Patrick Rothon for this memorable excerpt
from the book “The White Road” by Cynthia Harrod Eagles
It was uncanny. You could feel the
A Seasonal Story exchanged. Both sides had been
sent heaps of Christmas delicacies
atmosphere growing all through
on the 100th
by their grateful public at home.
Christmas Eve. Nobody said anyTommies and Fritzies swapped
thing, but the thought was everyAnniversary
of
the
gingerbread for Cadbury’s Milk
where so you could almost hear it
chocolate and stolen for Callard
– “It’s Christmas. We don’t want to
First World War
fight.” And then we heard the Germans singing carols. “Silent Night”
was one we all recognised.
One of our men had joined in,
then another, until we were all
singing – not loudly or raucously,
not to drown out the enemy but
softly, reflectively, almost mournfully.
“They were singing with the Germans, you see” the sergeant said,
wondering at the strangeness of
it .
“Then in the morning , on Christmas Day. A German had shouted
out, “Hey Tommee, merry Christmas! And so it had begun. The
shouts of goodwill back and forth,
and then the first daring, tentative
step over the parapet into noman’s land. One from each side,

watched by tired men who knew,
but hardly dared believe, that it
was a trick. The meeting in the
centre, the shaking of hands, the
slowly spreading smiles.

Cadbury’s chocolate
“And then they all went.” The
sergeant said. “I couldn’t have
stopped them and frankly, I didn’t
want to. I went too. It was like a
dream. I met a German officer in
the centre and we shook hands
and I offered him a cigarette. He
offered me a drink from his flask.
All I noticed was that he was
about my age and looked just as
muddy.”
The men began to chat and laugh.
Photographs of wives and children were shown. Gifts were

and Bowsers butterscotch. Someone came across an empty fivepound plum jam tin and started
kicking it about and soon they
were all playing football with it,
twenty a side and no rules. Football, the common language of the
working man.
“I heard them say to each other,
‘Never again. We’ll never fight
again. We won’t shoot unless you
do’. The rain had stopped It was
very cold and a bit misty, but nice.
It was good to be alive.”

A Common Grave
The next day, when the Germans
did not begin firing again, everyone new the holiday was to go on.
The sergeant thought it would be
a good time to get out and retrieve
their dead
(continued on Page 13)

Mildmay Matters
Not just the name of its newsletter, but recognition of its role in the community
Peter Greene visited the club on
October 21st and was made very
welcome by its members. Following a very good lunch, Laura Skorupa, Information Officer at The
British Polio Fellowship, gave a
most moving talk about Post Polio
Syndrome (PPS) and the work of
the Fellowship in general. PPS is
a neurological condition that can
occur in people who have had Polio. After a long time without any
significant change in their condition, people may develop new
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i

symptoms of increasing weakness,
stamina problems, fatigue and
pain. It is believed that this may
be the result of the rest of the
body getting “tired” after decades
spent compensating for the lack of
ability in those parts of the body
which have been affected by Polio.
PPS affects the same number of
people as are affected by Parkinson’s - about 120,000 in the UK.
The Fellowship is 75 years old
and has only 13 staff. It provides
help and support to those people
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R

with PPS via
a 24-hour
Helpline for
information
and support,
and it publishes fact
sheets, publications and
useful contact lists. It will help sufferers with
completing any necessary benefit
forms and provides respite care at
a holiday Bungalow it owns.
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Through the Lens with James Ilesley
Photographing Fireworks

W

hether you’re celebrating
Guy Fawkes Night, New
Years, a Birthday party or a Wedding, or just having fun with fireworks, you want to take pictures.
Here are some tips and tricks to
taking a great fireworks photo.

Firstly, I would always recommend using a digital camera for
instant feedback on the photos
you take, as this helps you to work
out the best settings you want for
the fireworks that are coming up. I
would also recommend a DSLR as
well, as the viewfinder is a lot easier to use in the dark conditions.
Ideally you would also want one
with a focus scale as auto focus
will be having a hard time trying
to focus with all the changing light
conditions, so you will need to
switch to manual focus (no matter
what camera you are using). You
should also remove any filters that
you might have on your lens, apart
from lens protectors.
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When you take the photos, I
would recommend no faster
than 1/30th of a second, or
your camera won’t get all
the great colours. As you are
using a fairly slow shutter
speed, you’re going to want
a tripod or
monopod
(I’d recommend the
monopod
for the extra
mobility) or
find a post
to lean on
to keep
the camera steady so the
photos don’t come
out blurry. You’ll
also want to use around 400 ASA/
ISO if you have a fast lens, or 800
otherwise, possibly adjusting it for
your own situation. Try and keep
the aperture fairly closed, so that
you get a good depth of field and
have all of the fireworks in focus,
F8 being the maximum.
Setting up the camera is half of the
picture, the other half is framing.
Try and position yourself in the
ideal spot where you don’t have
much obscuring the fireworks
(unless of course this makes a better picture) and
where you can
get the fireworks
making up at
least a good 70%
of the photograph. What you
have as ‘filler’
around the edge
is up to you but
what’s happening around you,
or other people
enjoying the

fireworks, are usually good ones,
as they help to bring more life to
your pictures. No matter what
else is in your shot, always try for
a dark background to really show
off the fireworks.
It may be a bit harder to get used
to taking pictures in a different
way to your usual style, so I would
recommend taking a few practise shots on the smaller/earlier
fireworks so that you can learn
what you need to do for the more
dramatic ones to come.
Happy snapping!
By James Ilesley
(www.ilesleyphotographic.com)

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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The Day a Grisly War Stopped (continued)
who had been lying in the mud
in no-man’s land for weeks. The
German officers had obviously
had the same idea.
“We met in the middle to talk
about it and” – the sergeant hesitated as though, at a distance he
could hardly believe what he was

going to say. “We agreed the best
thing was to dig a common grave
and put everyone in it, from both
sides. To share the work, you see.”
The work went on for most of the
day, and when dusk came they
held a joint service, lined up on
either side of the grave, the words

spoken in both languages, simultaneously, over the earth where
German and English dead lay
together, side by side, in a harmony that nothing could ever disturb.
Editor’s note: This incident has
been recorded many times but
never quite so dramatically as this.

Tit-bits

Spotted in a corner after a Rotary
Club meeting! Just what were
these 2 up to? More in next issue.
*******
A major lunch on Feb 2nd in the
New Year: Bala Mahendram,

Chief Executive of Basildon
Council, will talk on his career
and future plans for the Council.
Should be very interesting and
highly informative. Get your
questions ready!
*******
Congratulations to two members
celebrating birthdays this month:
• Sue Hammond
• Trevor Stansfield P/P PHF
*******
Congratulations to Rtn. Malcolm
Acors PHF PHS, whose son-in-

law Mark has been appointed
Commander of the Battle of
Britain Memorial Flight.
*******
Club member trying to get head
round new computer - “Now I
know what World War I soldiers
must have faced working their
way through a minefield. Not
blown myself up yet!”
*******
This is the last issue of the year.
The first issue of next year will
appear at the end of January.

Trouble getting to our Website?

B

ackground - our website, and
over half the websites of other
clubs in RIBI, use the Rotary Template system maintained by Chris
Sweeney of Conwy Rotary Club.
The MDE extension to this system
provided extra facilities, but our
District didn’t buy them. The company running the Template gave
notice that they could not guarantee to keep either MDE, or the
Template system itself, running.
As a consequence, with the support of RIBI, the entire Template
needed to be transferred to a new
Server computer before October
31st when the original contract ran
out. As part of this process, data
needed to be moved to the new
servers starting on October 20th.
The public pages were still visible
to all, but access to the members’
area was restricted for 72 hours

while domain name addressing
(e.g. access to www.billericayrotary.
org) was changed to point to the
new servers, rather than the old
ones. While data transfer and system migration took place, updating
our website with new images or
links wasn’t available until 30th
October. Hopefully this did not
inconvenience anybody. The only

www.billericayrotary.org
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remaining problem is access to certain images and reports, so we are
having to use a work-around.
At the last RIBI Marketing Public Relations & Communications
Committee Meeting the decision was taken to drop MDE and
replace it with features within the
Template System itself, so that they
would be available to all clubs.
This extra functionality within
the Template system, which won’t
cost clubs any more than the £50
being currently paid to Foundation, should bring us all the MDE
features we want.
As they say “Every cloud has a
silver lining” and in this case the
silver lining will be lasting improvements to the capabilities of
our website.
By Peter Greene
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Laugh along with Roger

A

n Anniversay Wish

A man and his wife, now in
their 60s, were celebrating their
40th wedding anniversary. On
their special day a good fairy came
to them and said that, because
they’d been so good, each of them
could have one wish?”
The wife wished for a trip around

the world with her husband.
Whoosh! Immediately she had airline/cruise tickets in her hands.
The man wished for a female companion 30 years younger ...
Whoosh .... immediately he turned
ninety!!!
***********
A couple are lying in bed.
The man says “I’m going to make

you the happiest woman in the
world”.
The woman replies “I’ll miss you...”
***********
Bob Hope in Heaven n receiving the Congressional
Gold Medal
“I feel very humble .... but I think
I have the strength of character to
fight it!”

O

Who’s a Clever Girl then?
Congratulations to Josefine
Pedersen who has been voted
Young Chef of the Year in the
Essex Tourism and Hospitality
Awards against serious opposition.

Rotary Young Chef wins again!
Chef of the Year against pupils
from Billericay School and St
John’s School.
She went on to reach the district
and regional finals of the Rotary
Young Chef competition.
To win the Essex award at
Boreham House in Chelsmford in
October this year, Josefine fought
off rivals from Clacton Coastal
Academy, Colchester County
High School for Girls and St.
Mary’s School for Girls.

Josefine, a pupil at Mayflower
school, was the winner of our
sponsored 2013 November Young

Location - The Ivory Rooms

Nov 24
Business Meeting & S.G.M.
Dec 1
Michael Wade Headmaster Quilters
Dec 8
Rtn Bob Thomas - Numismatics
Dec 8
Joint Services & Council Meeting
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Dec 15
Christmas Meal
Dec 22 & 29
No Meeting
Jan 5, 2015
New Year Message - Margaret Fowler
Jan 12
Speaker (to be confirmed)
Jan 18
Business Meeting
Other dates for your diary:
Nov 23 (3 p.m.)
Street Pastors 1st. Anniversary
Queens Park Community Church
Dec. 7 (11.00-17.00)
Christmas Market
Dec. 10
RotaKids - Quilters Special Assembly
Dec 20 (Provisional)
Open House - President Mike’s House
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