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News
“Service Above Self”

Counting the Years and Looking Ahead
Here I
am, half
-way
through
my presidential
year at
our club.
I did
some swift mental arithmetic
(which at school, I was quite good
at) when past president Michael
Cullen came to our club for lunch.
Looking at the board which
records past presidents I saw that
Michael held that prestigious position in 1974/5. That is exactly
40 years before I was asked to take
over the reins, and accepted.
The important point I am making
here, is that Michael was in his
thirties at the time.
On that basis – and guessing – the
age profile of the club must have
been a lot younger than it is now.
Question: Have we any members under 50? Here’s a fact to
kick-around.... when 40 years are
passed from my presidential year,
I will be 113 years old and incapable of greeting your new president.
I am tempted to ask you all at half
-term to judge me on how many
new members we acquired (or
do I stand in the corner with my
dunces hat on). I guess, fellow
members as judge and jury, you
www.billericayrotary.org

will not be harsh on me. I hoped
for ten. At the moment we have
no new members and I would be
grateful for two (10 in binary)
I still see membership as a strategic matter. As a club, we will only
survive by recruiting more members – and younger members are
the Club’s future. Punching above
our weight is important but that
weight will diminish over time.
I remain positive. The Club remains in excellent hands. What a
wonderful trip to Beausoleil, to go
to Basildon Club’s Charter dinner – and our own superb charter
lunch at the Chichester Hotel. We
continue to find many interesting
speakers and to raise large sums
for charity. We are not getting
any younger and have seen several members pull through serious
illness. Our thoughts and prayers
are always with them.
And we have seen the first step
on our major project - the completion of our first Sand Dam in
Kenya, initiated with so much
hard work by past president Keith.
The article inside tells a story of
which we should be proud.
Finally, Love Me or Leave Me (as
that great singer. Doris Day sang):
Please join me on my farewell
trip on the Bluebell Railway – yes,
you all know what a railway buff
I am!). Great train ride, lovely
www.facebook.com.BillericayRotary
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Sheffield Park gardens for the
non-railway people.....
Ed Harrison takes over as president and I wish him well. Now
I have to try to emulate him as a
decent secretary. Not easy with
my temperament but I’m sure that
my lovely lady, Sue, will guide me
through it .
Meanwhile, I have read up on a
train trip from Aberdeen to Penzance. It takes 13 hours. What a
journey!
Forget the Bluebell Line – let’s go
for this!
By President Michael Ginn
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Editor’s Viewpoint
Youth Now Shouts, Not Just Speaks

I

n this issue, members will see
again how our Club, small in
numbers but still packing a punch,
is leading the field in youth opportunity. While we regret not being
involved currently with areas such
as Youth Speaks and Young Chef,
not down to us but to response
from the schools approached
(in fairness, they had acceptable
reasons but we will be pursuing all
future options), we have moved
forward in a big way in major
Rotary areas.....Interact, Rotakids
and Young Photographer.
RotaKids is especially exciting
since we are the first club to
promote it locally with Quilters
Junior School - the Quiltonians

- a school which leaped on board
with us - a special event..
These projects have excited the
schools concerned and we are
proud to have their support.
Trevor Stansfield did a wonderful
job in organising so many young
people events in the past. Now
we have a brilliant new organiser,
James Ilesley who has dedicated
himself within his club role to
promoting our involvement with
the local schools.. James exemplifies the Rotarian creed – we do
not work for personal kudos but
simply for the benefit of others –
it’s always “Service Above Self.”
In Rotary, we believe in supporting youth. Our efforts and their

Opera at Work
At the request of President Michael, the Club has arranged a
visit to the Royal Opera House
Workshops at Purfleet.

Response has been excellent.
With a total of 33 members and
friends, we will split into two
parties - at 1.30 p.m. and 3.00
p.m.. This has been accepted by
the Workshop Box Office and we
cannot add to that number since
it had to be confirmed and paid
for by treasurer Mike Sinclair by
Friday, February 27. All other
information and lunch details
will be announced during our
monthly lunches. Cost £7.00 per
person payable to The Rotary
Club of Billericay - NOT to the
Royal Opera House. Treasurer,
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Mike Sinclair is informed of all
the financial details and will pay
directly to Purfleet.
Mike has the list of name of all
those who have booked in. Please
ensure you pay before the day.

The tour lasts approximately one
hour and a half and members will
see the students and apprentices working on the scenery for a
Verdi opera at the Royal Opera
House, Covent Garden. A production which is scheduled for
the Spring.
For more information, see the
Royal Opera House website at:
http://www.roh.org.uk/about/thurrock
www.facebook.com.BillericayRotary
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response - plus the success of
Interact and Rotakids shows just
how our efforts are not in vain.
As editor of the newsletter, I
welcome all contributions - fun,
travel, highlights, news,your stories, your experiences. Please keep
them coming.
But, the bottom line, we golden
oldies can still encourage and
admire the young people who are
our future and, hopefully, while
acknowledging their success, they
might learn something from the
fellowship of Rotary..
Education, education, education
..... James - more power to your
elbow and your influence. We
thank you.

Kids Out
Trevor Bond and Norman Bishop
visited Tropical Wings this month,
the site for this year’s Kids Out.
Everything seems set for a great
day for the children. Trevor says:
“We both came away from the visit
feeling pleased. The zoo itself offers
a great many attractions (not least
the exotic butterfly house), meerkats, wallabies and lemurs, picnic
and play areas and sound educational opportunities. Of the two
Discovery Tours offered, we have
confirmed the viewing option as
opposed to the listening one. Also
confirmed are two short “show”
displays - Animal Antics and Furry
Friends.” Tina has kindly agreed
again to supply the picnic food
but, since the numbers are larger
this year, it has been agreed that
the Club meet half of Tina’s costs.
Thriftwood has been informed of
our visit and of our decision. Tropical Wings has accepted Thiftwood’s
recognition of Risk Assessment.
www.billericayrotary.org
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Sand Dams - Every Picture Tells A Story
At last - time and reason to
celebrate our commitment
to aid in Africa

A

plaque on a Sand Dam in
Africa says it all. It marks
the name of The Rotary Club of
Billericay as one of the UK Rotary
clubs to have met the ideals and
aims of this project to ease the
suffering in a part of Africa which
is desperate for water.
Sand dams are the most cost-effective method of rainwater harvesting in Drylands. They store up
to 40 million litres of water.
Immediate past-president, Keith
Wood took up the Sand Dams
challenge when his efforts to involve the club directly with Water
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Aid fell on sad and deaf ears.
Keith’s determination and effortless hard work has made this special first step happen. He says: “I
am delighted with our first step on
the plank but I will not rest until I
have seen it through. Provision of
the Sand Dam is the first step to
bringing fresh filtered water to the
Sindano area of Kenya together
with the necessary infrastructure
to grow crops and trees on the
terraced banking.”
That includes persuading the powers-that-be to grant him access to
the site in Africa which he hopes
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Excellent Development is contracted by Rotary to deliver a
number of projects in Drylands,
home to 74% of the world’s
poor. It is working with 104
Rotary clubs in Great Britain
and Ireland, as well as clubs
from Europe and Kenya. Many
of these clubs are particularly
committed to helping thousands
of people in Drylands transform
their lives through local, reliable
and cost-effective water supplies, such as Sand Dams.
to do for the next stage.
We decided to invest in Sand
Dams as a major project in
February 2014, and made our first
donation in June, three months
later. Within two months our first
Sand Dam was being built. Now,
as we go into year 2015, we can
announce that it is built, up and
running and the water-denied
people of Kenya are celebrating.
In modesty, so are we. We have
our Club name on our first Sand
Dam. Without Keith Wood’s
initiative,and refusal to give in,
this would not have happened.
Keith is determined to go and
see it there and to see it multiply.
Keith - great job done. The
newsletter and website will
continue to keep members and
Rotary informed.
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Sp eakers’ C orner
Seeing is believ ing in w indows of wonder

G

o into any church.....gaze
at the stained windows,
come out and say: “Weren’t they
magnificent?” We have all done
it. But did we ever to look beyond
the glass and study the history?
That is what Chris Parkinson did
for us in a
fascinating
talk at our
lunch on
February 9.
Chris took
us through
centuries
of stained
glasses in
Essex churches, from the Saxons,
the Normans, the Tudors and
Stuarts through to 19th and 20th
century, a wonderful camera-eye
view of what, if we look hard
enough, we can see and admire
in our beautiful county churches.

it illustrates how magnificent the
windows in our Essex churches
are. I have seen many in other
parts of the UK and abroad, but
these are special.”
“Once upon a time, the churches
could rely on the poor, the
believers, to provide for a church
window. It was very special and
North, South, East, West. From
Colchester to Clacton, Brentwood
to Brightlingsea, Harlow to
Harwich, a never-ending list of
wonderful windows.
Chris admitted: “Yes, I have made
it a life hobby. What you see today
is a small part of my collection but
a fortune could be made if you
were a specialist glazier. Now,
more a case of cap in hand and
donations please? If you need to
commission experts, they do not
come cheaply.”

Why were the Landing Lights on?

N

one of us can ever be sure
when Norman Wilson’s
historic story surrounding
the tragic death of his brother
Douglas over Germany in 1940
will ever end. It is not just a
one-off war-time event – a copilot of a Wellington bomber shot
down when distributing antiNazi leaflets, dying with his flight
captain, Phillip Templeman.
Nor how Norman so many years
later came to discover his brother’s
grave in Germany, carefully
looked after by the local people
and how they welcomed him and
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they became his friends. It is a
story that has been told and retold
in media across the world.
But, for Norman, there was
a missing link - what really
happened on that raid? In his
talk to the club on February 23,
Norman said that in July last
year, he received an email from
a Mr Nigel Parker in Australia.
In short, it said that, having read
information about Norman’s
search for his brother’s grave, he
could offer the likely answer. He
had worked in a German factory
where he met a staff member, an
ex-Luftwaffe pilot who maintained
that he had shot down the
Wellington, but admitted that
his language was bad and it was
never reported in the German
press as a hit. He discounted the
idea of being downed by ground
www.facebook.com.BillericayRotary

fire. He argues fuel failure and
that the airfield was illuminated
to allow him to land. And the Air
Ministry would neither confirm

nor deny any of the events of that
flight.
As Norman said: “I will probably
never know all the full facts but
I am happy that another piece of
my brother’s death has been put in
place. I can rest more happily.”
www.billericayrotary.org

Young Photographer
ClubID=1390&Mp=253471

Celebrating our
young snappers

Editor’s Note

O

ur first Young Photographer
competition “Lighting up the
Community” was completed just
before Christmas and on Monday
January 26th., 2015 we welcomed
place winners by club president
Mike Ginn in the presence of
Assistant District Governor Nick
Sillitoe. First prize winner Joe was
unfortunately ill, and his award
was accepted by his teacher, Mr
Ian Coleman., who also accepted
the runners up certificates.
the prize winners to our regular
lunchtime meeting for a special
ceremony to receive their certificates and prizes.
First Place went to 17 year old
Joe Neild. In second place was
15 year old Josh Willetts, and in
third place was 15 year old Luke
Becalik. All the winners were
from Billericay School.
The prizes and certificates were
presented to the second and third

For a full report, see our website:
http://www.rotary-ribi.org/
clubs/page.php?PgID=491098&-

We are delighted that the Young
Photographer of the Year has been
so well received. We have had
the following message from those
award winning pupils from Billericay School. Their lead spokesman, Ian Coleman said:
“We cannot thank you enough for
your support, organising this project and for the excellent lunch
and welcome you gave us all and
for the wonderful prizes. Please
continue to support this super
project. If there is anything else
we can do, let us know. A personal thanks to James for his efforts.”
Ian was speaking on behalf of his
team: Himself, Joe Neild, Josh
Willetts, and Luke Becalik, and
Billericay School.
In Rotary, we believe in supporting youth. Our efforts and their
response - plus the success of
Interact and Rotakids shows just
how our efforts are not in vain.

Interact Challenge in Bolivia
The Pupils
thoughts

O

n the same day as the Young
Photographer Prize Giving on
January 26th., Billericay School Interact club joined us for Lunch and
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gave us a slide and video presentation of the World Challenge trip
they had made to Bolivia to help a
school there.
After an introduction by Teacher
Brendan Murnane, student James
Ilesley gave us a most interesting
slide presentation, and Ellie Cook
showed the video she had
made of the trip (most impressive and complete with sound).
Together they gave us a very
good insight into the challenges they faced and the success
they achieved.
Talking afterwards James and
Ellie both said what an excitwww.facebook.com.BillericayRotary

ing and challenging trip it was.
“We knew that altitude would be
one of our major problems. We
were well warned in advanced and
took all the precautions. We managed to adapt to it pretty quickly.
Seeing actually on site all we had
been about was truly eye-opening
and thought-provoking. We will
always remember it”
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Quiltonians RotaKids
The New Radio Station “QFM”

R

egular readers will recall
that as part of our support to
Youth in the local community, we
donated over £1500 towards the

equipment for the launch of a new
Radio Station at Quilters Junior
School. We are pleased to report
that the station is well on its way
to its first broadcast, with a QFM
pilot show now complete and with

http://www.rotary-ribi.org/
clubs/page.php?PgID=498958&ClubID=1390&Mp=481837

a Rotakids News report in the last
quarter of the show. An official
jingle is in the offing.
“Many thanks to one and all, once
more, for the financial backing. It
is greatly appreciated” said Headmaster Michael Wade. “Hope you
enjoy it.”
An extract from the pilot show is
available to hear on our website at:

A series of nine shows are planned
between the beginning of March
and the end of the school year in
July, at fortnightly intervals.
The last show on July 16 will be a
compendium of Highlights and
out-takes.

Frying Tonight - Chipping in to Rotary
When a Fisherman’s Friend
became a financial friend
Come on, own up - what’s better
than cod and chips on a Friday
night? Pay up, put your pennies
in, walk away... eat.
Well,
there is a
Billericay
chippie
who believes that what he takes for a bag
of chips or an order for three cods,
two large haddocks, a skate, two
fish cakes, a couple of cods roes
can help the community.
A firm favourite in the events calendar, the 24th annual Chip Week
(16-22 February 2015) is setting
out to celebrate this great British
favourite with events and activities
in fish and chip shops and restaurants across the country including
The Happy Haddock in Outwood
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Common, Billericay.
Thanks to the generosity of Barry
Beavis, owner of The Happy Haddock, the Rotary Club of Billericay
will receive a donation of 10p for
every portion of chips sold across
the week by the shop.

Barry told us “Chip Week is a
great opportunity to remind people how much they enjoy a great
British tradition. It is a national
event. We chippies all over the
country get involved to raise monwww.facebook.com.BillericayRotary

ey for charity. For me, the Rotary
Club of Billericay is my designated
charity in the knowledge that they
will use the money well.
I am delighted with the response.
I hope it helps - Rotary does a
great job. My initiative will allow
my customers to support a local
charity which provides invaluable
contributions and assistance locally, nationally and internationally,
and whose motto is “Service above
Self ”
We visited Wednesday night - fish
almost sold out, chips used up.
What a success! Barry raised a
total of £64.80!
www.billericayrotary.org

Sail Away - a Venture into the Unknown
Club Member Trevor Stansfield
reflects on his recent holiday

F

or some considerable time
I have toyed with the idea
of taking a cruise but until last
year put the decision on the back
burner. Eventually circumstances
forced me to confront my apprehension and I took the momentous decision to join the cruising
fraternity. What had I let myself
in for?
Having announced my decision to
take my holiday on board a ship
I became the recipient of much
“expert” advice. This isn’t for
you Trevor. Too much formality.
Dressing for dinner, sitting at the
Captain’s table, making payment
for all the goodies I would buy.
The list was endless. At this point
in time I seriously began to think

www.billericayrotary.org
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I had made the
wrong decision.
Nevertheless
with all the
bravado of the
ignorant I persevered. Off to
the travel agent.
Explained my
needs. A cruise
about 7/8 days
long, vegetarian
meals!!!!!!!!!!!!,
don’t want to sit
at the Captains table, don’t want to
dress formally at any time, a period of “Chilling Out”. No problem,
we can do that was the confident response. Long story short,
a couple of weeks later it was
all arranged. I was to cruise on
board MSC
Armonia
for 8days/
7nights
setting sail
from Las
Palmas and
calling at
Casablanca, Agadir,
Lanzarote,
Tenereife,
returning to Las Palmas
So it came to
pass that on
the morning
of Saturday
29 November
2014 at 4.00am
I found myself
waiting for my
family to take
me to Gatwick
for the flight
to Las Palmas
with EasyJet.
www.facebook.com.BillericayRotary
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The flight was uneventful and on
arrival we were met by couriers
who directed us to the coaches
waiting to take us to the port
about half hour drive away. Here
it seemed that all organisation
ended. It took close on three hours
to complete the formalities which
enabled us to board the boat. No
food, only water and fruit juices
to drink, not the sort of experience that is particularly enjoyable
some fifteen hours after leaving
home. However with the benefit of
hindsight one can appreciate the
magnitude of the task when one
considers that about 1900 passengers had to be processed.
Eventually we were all ensconced
in our respective cabins. Deep
joy. The cruise ship MSC Armonia, (ammonia leaps to mind) is
owned by MSC Cruises which is
a division of the Mediterranean
Shipping Company whose head-

quarters are in Geneva, Switzerland.
She is a Lirica class cruise ship
of 65,542 GT, a length of 902ft, a
beam of 94.5ft and a speed of 24
mph. She can carry 2679 passengers, has a crew of 721 people and
was completely refurbished in
2014.
I was most impressed by the
standard of the facilities aboard
the ship. My cabin was very
comfortable, the furnishings were
of a high standard and the toilet
facilities,
(continued on page 8)
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Sail Away (continued)
although a little on the small side,
were superb. One wall of the cabin
was a window which allowed natural light to illuminate the cabin

interior, no claustrophobia here.
Similarly throughout the ship the
furnishings and fittings were of a
high standard. There were several
bars, gyms., shops and entertainments but, disappointingly, no
full size swimming pools only fun

pools for the kiddies.
For me probably the most important consideration is the food and
the first meal on board did not auger well. The Saturday dinner was
a formal affair, smart casual dress

was required,
but regrettably
there was only
one vegetarian dish on
the menu. An
indescribable
concoction
that left me
with an upset
stomach and a
disturbed night.
Fortunately all
was not lost for
the ship’s daily newspaper, delivered to my cabin the next day,
identified additional eating places
which I tried. What a revelation.
Open 20/24 hours each day they
were vegetarian heaven. Just about
everything I
needed was
available and
no formality to
boot. Needless
to say I ate in
these establishments for
the remainder
of the cruise. I
spent the whole
of my time
on board ship
exploring the seven decks open
to passengers, reading the daily
paper and taking gentle exercise.
With something like 2000 passengers aboard an international
cruise liner it is inevitable there

would be people of different
nationalities and I spent several
evenings in one of the many bars
talking to Scandinavians, Germans, Romanians, French nationals not forgetting the Brits.
It was here I learned that the 15%
service charge was not mandatory - one could opt out, which I
did. Also the card I was given on
embarking was not only the key
to my cabin door but the means
by which I would buy goods and
services as well. No cash changed
hands, bills were paid at the end of
the cruise.
So would I take another cruise?
Yes I would. The next time however I would plan my cruise in
greater detail, deciding well in
advance where I would like to go,
what I would like to see and what
sort of cruise it would be. Unquestionably it would be considerably
longer than the 8 days/7 nights!

Three Step Success - Wickford TIP

W

ickford Rotary Club has a
long history of charity work
in Kosovo, and Rotarians Norman Hollingsworth and President
Jackie Snape recently travelled
with a Hope and Aid Direct convoy taking humanitarian aid to
Kosovo. No wonder that they invited Elizabeth Gowing, joint head
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of the Charity ‘The Ideas Partnership’ (TIP), to talk about her work
in Kosovo at the club’s meeting
on February 19th. Our President
www.facebook.com.BillericayRotary
f b k
Bill i R

Mike Ginn and Rtn. Peter Greene
and their wives were there too.
Elizabeth lives in Tirana, Albania,
but works in Kosovo in between
monthly trips home to the UK.
It all started with one child, who
she met in a street in Kosovo, who
couldn’t go to school because he
was
(continued on Page 11)
www.billericayrotary.org
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My Formidable Challenge In A Growing Town
Creation of Industry and
Public Awareness are
keys to our success
Basildon Council’s top man
Bala Mahendran talks to us
about his life, his challenges
and his aims for a better
community.

“With the need to provide frontline services and keep ambitions
alive, whilst managing the politics
and the finances.

I

t is rare that Billericay members
of the community as a whole
get an insight into the workings of
our local council..... whether we
approve, or denounce, how hard
they work for us, how often, or
how serious is their commitment
to us, the public. Or why we may
have good reason to complain
about this, that or the other.
Our questions might be positive,
the answers we get back, too often
negative. So, it was great to hear it
from the horse’s mouth, as it were.
On February 2, Bala Mahendran, Chief Executive of Basildon
Council for the past thirteen
years, took time out, having just
arrived back from his native Sri
Lanka, to give the Club and the
community some positives.
Establishing my status as someone worthy to be elected to such a

privileged position, Bala reflected
on his thirteen years at Basildon
Council – ten as CEO.
It was, he said, the longest period
in an any public sector in a career
that had spanned 30 years.
“My last five years have been the
most challenging.” he told us.
www.billericayrotary.org

“When I started we had only just
over a million pounds. Now we
have healthy reserves without
having to slash and burn either
services or staff.”
He stressed among the council’s
challenges and success projects:
1. 0% Council Tax increases
2. The Sporting Village – exceeding one million visitors annually, and with an Olympic-size
pool, it delighted the Japanese
Olympic swimmers who were
based at Basildon.

Election concern
His aims and ambitions : To
improve and modernise overall, to
reduce costs for customer services;
to be committed to “public facing”
activities, dealing with all calls for
assistance and help.:
The Future: With a General Election just four months away, Bala
admitted: “I am worried about the
financial pressure irrespective of
who gets in to No.10 – there will
be less money to go round,.

Candid comments
On Life expectancy: Due to lifestyle, living conditions and other
aspects, a person in Billericay
could expect to live at least eight
www.facebook.com.BillericayRotary

years longer than someone living
in central Basildon. Billericay
man is expected to live to 82.4
years, his wife to 85.2 years We
will try to correct that by offering
a better welfare and living environment.”
On working together: “We have
great partners in Essex Police,
NHS and within Essex County
Council. We will always be looking to continue working with our
partners and improve on those
relationships where we can.”
On Housing: “We are committed
to building something like 19,000
new homes in the Basildon area.
We will try to ensure that these are
reasonably priced, built on brownfield sites and be acceptable.”

Overseas trade
“My legacy –what do I want to
leave behind? In a nutshell, it is

to provide better value for the
community and to develop overseas trade. It is not generally
recognised that our industrial area
in Basildon is the second largest
in the UK with regard to logistics,
light and heavy industry. Basildon
has the largest tractor sale output
in the UK and we sell more than
anyone else abroad.”.
He added: “This financial success
allows us to consider where we
can put our money to better use
- housing development not the
least. We are up for the challenge
to build more housing - something like 9,000 more suitable
homes.”
(Continued at the foot of Page 10)
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Tit-bits from the Club

C

ongratulations to Debbie

and James Ilesley on the
birth of their Granddaughter, to
daughter Amba. Sophia Ann
Phoebe Whiting was born at 7.03
pm on Jan. 23rd, a fine 7lb. 15 oz.
*******
urns Night I - Trevor has
decided he likes haggis after
all. He and wife Jan and Peter and
Sylvia Owen, from the Mayflower
Club, had a delightful evening at
the Burns supper at Braintree Rotary Club at the invitation of their
Immediate Past President, Jean
Grice. The haggis came as a starter with tatties and neeps. Trevor
said: “Jan had my neeps but yes, I
discovered a love for the haggis. It
was accompanied by a “wee dram
(or two) and followed by some
super roast beef - all piped in and
with the usual Rabbie Burms poetry and a grand singing of “Auld
Lang Syne”. We extended a goodwill message to the Braintree Club.
*******
urns Night II - Having
addressed and devoured the
haggis and enjoyed a “wee dram”
at Braintree Rotary Club’s Burns
Supper, your editor suggests: Why
Not Us?
Great evening, lovely company,
good fellowship and Rotary money raised...If they can do it, so can
we.
******
ames Ilesley has been collecting funds to support our
Kids Out initiative for this year,

B

B

J

using a collecting box on his
counter at work. Over £76 collected by Christmas last year, and
over another £30 collected this
year. Well done James!
*******
resident’s day Out - Our
president, Michael Ginn, has
declared his preference for his
retiring President’s Day. Ever the
railway buff, Mike is planning a
day out in Sheffield Park and a
ride on the Bluebell Line. Good
on yer, Mr President.... the park
is lovely and the train ride is fun.
Committee agreed. Date to be
confirmed and details to follow in
the newsletter and the website.
*******
ue Hammond - Club
Member and Interact Officer
Sue has been named Essex Head
Teacher of the Year - an accolade
which she can rightly take away
with her as she moves on this
summer.
A valued club member, her Billericay School commitments have
often not allowed her join us on
our merry Monday lunches but
we have always acknowledged and
valued her support and will miss
her educational expertise.
*******

P

S

O

ur congratulations

to Mayflower Club’s Nick
Lamborn who has been nominated to receive one of the 12 RIBI
Champion of Change awards for
his outstanding contribution to
the Thriftwood project. Nick was

the inspiration and driving force
behind the project which drew
support from all of 1240 District.
He has been recognised by his
peers and there is no greater accolade than that.
*******
appy Birthday. This
month four members of
our club celebrate their birthdays
- Ben Clarke, Bert French, James
Ilesley, and Peter Greene.
*******
helter Box - the club was
recently asked to loan a
ShelterBox to Holmwood House
School in Colchester as part of its
“Citizenship Week”, and to raise
some money at the same time. We
were glad to do so. Abbi Roberts,
from the ShelterBox fundraising
team, spent a day there discussing
the work of ShelterBox so that
the children (aged 4-13) could
think about necessity vs. luxury,
and how little we actually need
to survive. The school made
a donation of over £1,000 to
ShelterBox and hope to give a
further donation at the end of the
academic year. Very Well Done!
*******
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asizame children’s
Shelter has written to

express gratitude for our donation
for purchasing this year’s school
uniforms. The donation allows
them to go to school with a
sense of dignity as well as enable
Masizame to free up funds to
expand the breadth of its services.

My Formidable Challenge In A Growing Town (continued)
He did then admit, when questioned by club member Roger
Kettle, that he could not confirm
where or when they would be
built.
He finished by saying “Ten years
ago, I came into this chair not
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knowing what the future held.
What I have discovered from
coming here as a Sri Lankan, is
that the UK is a mature democracy determined to share its experience and help emerging good
governance.”
www.facebook.com.BillericayRotary
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Editor’s note:
Bala’s talk was his first since just
arriving back from taking a winter
break in his native Sri Lanka.
We are grateful for him giving up
his time to come to talk to us.
www.billericayrotary.org
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The Big Dinner

“500 miles” is a Scottish charity
founded in 2008 to help people
with mobility difficulties and to
give them a chance to live independent lives. The charity’s name
comes from The Proclaimers’
famous lyrics, “I would walk 500
miles”, because that’s its aim – to
get disabled people in Africa up
and walking.

The Charity is holding the BIG
dinner – a major fundraising
event which aims to raise over
£500,000 in dinners during March
to help people with mobility difficulties in Malawi and Zambia to
live independent lives.

The event consists of hundreds
of separate dinners eaten all over
the world, some of which will
be showcased in a special webstream broadcast hosted by Fred
MacAulay, who will be attending a
celebrity dinner himself.

Every dinner will bring new life
and hope to someone in Africa
who needs an artificial limb
or limb support, to help them
achieve mobility or full body
function.
In support of this event, Immediate Past President, Keith Wood
is organising a bumper dinner
(to replace our normal Monday
lunch) at the Ivory Rooms later
in March - for
the evening
of Monday,
March 30th.
Keith has
arranged a
3-course meal
including a
glass of wine for £20 per person
(less £11 for members). Details of
the menu will be circulated shortly for members to choose their
selections in advance. Timing and
other details will follow soon.

Three Step Success (continued)
too old at age nine. School starts
at seven, so he had missed his
chance! Working tirelessly with
the parents, the school and the
ministry of education she couldn’t
get him a place so she started to
teach him herself.

“Can some of friends come” he
said. “Of course” she replied,
thinking only a few, but 23 turned
up. End of the week, there were
50. So she started her own school.
Six months later there were 70
children and by 2011, she had
www.billericayrotary.org

them all registered at School! Success! Or was it? She realised that
the children would be forced back
to work to help their families. She
needed a three step plan
• Help those in need
• Help people to help themselves
• Help people to help others
Next step - learn how to make
soap from YouTube. Teach the
parents so they can earn enough
and leave the kids in school. But
the parents can’t read, so teach
them! How to sell the soap - do
it in bags, so teach the parents to
stitch and make bags - they keep
the job as long as the kids stay
in school. “Help people to help
themselves”.
How to help people to help others.? They formed an action
www.facebook.com.BillericayRotary

committee of locals, 5 men and 5
women to find out what needed
to be done. The “Change Makers”.
They said the main need was for
a Kindergarten and found 250
children wanting it. They raised
enough money for 80 kids for
half a day per week. What else - a
Vaccination program. Funding
transport (110 Euro per week) to
a Physiotherapy service for the
disabled transport 100 Euros.
Bursary for kids to go to University. And so much more. This is
making a real change where it is
needed most!
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Something to brighten your day!
The Grim Reaper came for me last
night, and I beat him off with a
vacuum cleaner.
Talk about Dyson with death.
*****
I went to the cemetery yesterday
to lay some flowers on a grave. As
I was standing there I noticed four
grave diggers walking about with
a coffin. Three hours later and
they’re still walking about with it.
I thought to myself, they’ve lost the
plot!!
*****
My daughter asked me for a pet
spider for her birthday, so I went
to our local pet shop and they
were $70!!!
Blow! I thought, I can get one
cheaper off the web.
*****
I was at an ATM yesterday when
a little old lady asked if I could
check her balance, so I pushed her
over.
*****
I start a job in Seoul next week.

I think it’s a good Korea move.
*****
I was driving this morning when I
saw a parked AA van. The driver
was sobbing uncontrollably and
looked very miserable.
I thought to myself, that guy’s heading for a breakdown..
*****
Statistically, six out of seven
dwarfs are not Happy.
*****
My neighbour knocked on my
door at 2:30am this morning, can
you believe that, 2:30am?!
Luckily for him I was still up playing my Bagpipes.
*****
A friend says “Mick, I’m thinking
of buying a Labrador ........”
Blow that” says Mick “have you
seen how many of their owners go
blind?”
*****
My girlfriend thinks I’m a stalker.
Well, she’s not exactly my girlfriend
yet.

Location - The Ivory Rooms

Mar 16
Business Meeting
March 23
Andrew Ings (Braintree Rotary Club)
“SOHO”
March 30
No Lunch - evening “Big Dinner”

Dates for your Diary
Feb 23
Club Member Norman Wilson
“Why were the airfield lights on?”
Mar 2
John Banks - “Gold Rush”
Mar 9
Bill Fairclough - The Judicial
Appointments Commission
Mar 9 (18.30)
Joint Services & Council Meeting
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April 18
Stroke Awareness Day
June 10
Kids Out Day
June 14
President’s Day Outing
July 12
Billericay Mayflower Summerfest
Sun Corner
July 12
Billericay Fun Walk Barleylands

www.facebook.com.BillericayRotary
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*****
Local Police are hunting the
‘knitting needle nutter’, who has
stabbed six people in the rear in
the last 48 hours
Police believe the attacker could be
following some kind of pattern.
*****
Just got back from my mate’s
funeral. He died after being hit on
the head with a tennis ball.
It was a lovely service.
*****
Ron, 89 years old, was stopped
by the Police at 2 a.m. and asked
where he was going at that time.
Ron replied “I’m on my way to
a lecture about alcohol abuse,
smoking, and staying out late, and
their effects on the human body, .”
The officer replied “Really? Who’s
giving that lecture at this time of
night?”
Ron replied “That would be my
wife.”
*****
All these jokes received in
unsolicited emails over the web !!

