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Meeting Disaster With Immediate Action
You make me proud

I

am on
holiday as
I write
this. A
few days
break at
a hotel
in Yorkshire
where King Edward VIII used to
have trysts with Mrs Simpson. It
is a lovely setting. The snow has
melted and the sun is shining.
I was unable to be there for your
March Business Meeting as we
were at that time lunching at
Watford Gap. But I have been
informed of what you decided.
We have all been appalled by what

has happened in Vanuatu. Storms
on this scale are unimaginable
from what we know from our
own experience. If I think of the
power in that storm which hit
us in October 1987 – and then
double it – we may be somewhere
near what hit Vanuatu. These
are people like us who only seek
to make a living so that they can
feed their families. Now they have
been devastated like Coventry
was in 1940 – except that it wasn’t
just one place. The whole nation
has been devastated. There is no
living that anybody can earn.
Our club has responded with a
Shelter Boxes. Simple practical
help which means that twenty
people have shelter and clean

Vanuatu in the South Pacific was
hit by Cyclone Pam on March
14th –a category five storm, with
winds of almost 200 mph, comparable to Typhoon Haiyan, which
devastated large parts of the
Philippines in 2013. It is one of
the world’s poorest nations comprising more than 80 islands and
situated about 1,000 miles east of
Australia.
Reports suggest that more than
250,000 people could be homeless
as a result of the cyclone and that
up to 90% of structures have been

destroyed or damaged. Thousands
of people are now sheltering in
evacuation centres in the provinces of Efate, Torba and Penama.
Many of the country’s essential
services, including schools, hospitals and power, are in disarray
and Vanuatu’s president Baldwin
Lonsdale has said that the country is in ‘immediate need’ as the
storm has ‘wiped out’ all development of recent years.
ShelterBox is distributing 1,000
shelter kits to people affected by
the cyclone.
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water. I am sure many other clubs
will have done the same thing.
Add all the clubs’ efforts together
and the nation of Vanuatu can
sleep under shelter. I am so proud
to be the public face of Billericay
Rotary club when you have taken
such decisive practical action.
I also admire you for being direct
(continued Page 2)
over this. No
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Agreement reached with our local Press

I

am delighted to tell all members
that, to highlight our press coverage, I have set up a relationship
with the Billericay and Wickford
Gazette who have been featuring
the Rotary clubs in Brentwood.
Their new Editor, Alan Woods
has now asked me to contribute a
column on behalf of the Club, as
often as possible with our Club
news, achievements/ events etc
This may appear monthly or
whenever the editor has space. It

Un i t e d We
Stand
must be his decision.
My first contribution followed an
edited article, highlighting: Ebola Raffle; Masizame Shelter and
Sand Dams plus our major breakthrough with Youth events.
I have agreed that we are prepared
to share this with our sister Club,
The Rotary Club of Billericay

Mayflower and hopefully they will
agree . I see this as good publicity
for the Club and secondly, a way
in to creating new members.
Alan Woods tells me that the
Gazette have had a great deal of
feed-back from readers (non-Rotarians) in the Brentwood area,
wanting to know more about Rotary. Could be good news for us.
Bottom line: Even more important now if we are looking to
move our Club forward that as,
Press Officer, I beg all members
to hit me with formulated ideas,
plans, news, items of interest and
perhaps, a one-line quote from
members - fun or otherwise.

Inner Wheel

President’s Message

Backpacks and Teabags – but no Froth!

Continued from Page 1
need to set up a subcommittee
to examine the situation and
report back. You took ACTION
and that impresses me. I would
have raised my hand in support
if I had been there.
The club has also decided to
stay with the Ivory Rooms and
stay with a three course meal.
But there will be an increased
meal price. This is discussed
elsewhere in this issue. Many
thanks to Keith for his handling
of this matter.
Finally, the Street Pastor
interview may be of interest to
you. I have been there in the
“hub” when a young drunk
has come in and been offered
toast at about midnight. He
pronounced the experience of
being offered toast in a church as
“surreal”.
Why would he think that?
In vino veritas!
By President Michael Ginn

H

ello Rotarians - We ladies
do have mixed fortunes on
our travels. Seven of us attended
the District Meeting on March 4
at Marks Tey village hall, taking
with us, as did the other IW clubs,
backpacks filled with educational
materials and clothes such as tee
shirts and shorts, and also flowers
as we were hosting the meeting.
This involves greeting members
and keeping the attendance book
completed as well as doing tea,
coffee and serving cake donated
by members. The tea and coffee
was a bit of a faff as we had a boiler but no kettles or teapots. Using
single teabags for each cup of tea
was hardly efficient and reduced
our hopes for speedy service! We
had de-caff and caff coffee but
we forgot to get any fancy shape
things for the top of the coffee and
indeed, forgot the froth! The cakes
were yummy (based, of course, on
what we were told and not personal experience) and very varied.
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Home-made cake is a delight.
Most of the children who benefit
from these backpacks have suffered war, famine and natural disaster and these simple backpacks,
and the support with them, can
be a lifeline as a way chronically
poor children can escape poverty
in later life.
After the meeting we went nearby,
to The Food Company for lunch
and a browse and drool around
the large deli counters and shelves
full of excellent foods. The restaurant is now downstairs and
enlarged (so much easier to find
a table) and their simple but first
class food, all sold in the deli, is
always a treat.
By Maya Gupta, Inner Wheel
correspondent
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S chool s Tur n Back The Clock
Why pupil s should lear n about the war

A

s part of our club members’
support to valuable
organizations in our community,
the Chairman and Treasurer
positions of the Reading Rooms
Trustees are filled by our club’s
own Immediate Past President
Keith Wood and Treasurer Mike
Sinclair, and other members have
contributed their time and effort
to help support the trustees.
One year ago the rooms celebrated
the 150th anniversary of their
founding, with a Victorian Event
opened by John Baron MP. All
the Trustees dressed in Victorian
costume and they were joined by
children from four local schools,
Buttsbury Junior, Quilters Junior,
St. John’s and St. Peter’s, also in
period dress.

Andy Maddocks, Reading
Rooms Grants Trustee, secured
the Funding. He said “We are
extremely grateful to the Heritage

Lottery Fund for their continued
support, enabling us to continue
working with the four schools

in another very worthwhile and
important Project.”

The Billericay Reading Rooms
are historic premises located
at 73 High Street, Billericay,
Essex.
An initial meeting of wealthy
landowners, professional men
and local tradesmen in March
1864 committed the attendees
to raise funds to help educate
and improve the conditions
for the people of Billericay.
It took until 1886 before
enough funds were raised to
allow the present Rooms to
be built. The Rooms were
finally opened to the public
(with books to read and social
events for all) on the lst. April,
1887. Funds continued to be
raised by social events for the
furnishing of new books and
magazine.
Children from these same four
local Billericay schools have
researched specific aspects of the
War and its effects on the local
Community, and created exhibits

to display their work. Each school
concentrated on separate issues,
covering the
(continued on Page 6)

This year, aided by a grant from
the Heritage Lottery Fund’s (HLF)
“First World War: Then and Now”
programme, the Exhibition on
6th, 7th, 8th March 2015 marked
the centenary of WW1.
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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Sp eakers’ C orner
T h e r e’s g o l d i n t h e m t h a r h i l l s !

D

oubtful whether the golddiggers in deepest Alaska
in the 1860’s coined that phrase
– more likely Randolph Scott in
a “B” Western. But for a period
of forty years, the wastes of the
Klondike produced one of the
great gold bonanzas, as Rtn John
Banks of the Rotary Club of
Leigh-on-Sea explained at our
lunch on March 2nd.
The Klondike Gold Rush is one of
John’s many talks in his repertoire
and he told a rousing tale from the

first discovery in 1861 through to
the turn of the 19th century. By
this time, half a million tons of
gold was being shipped regularly
to San Francisco and Seattle, and
“gold towns” like Skagway and
Dawson City grew up and became
centres of the gold rush and home
to those seeking to make their
fortune.
And, you could say, all because
one Captain William (Billy)
Moore, saw gold in the rock and
staked the first claim.
Sadly Captain “Billy” was a

forerunner in another gold story
– he lost his entire investment and
ended up in poverty.

The story is, like all such, one of
hope and despair. 100,000 set
out to dig for gold, only 40,000
ever reached the Gold Fields, and
only 4,000 ever found gold. But
around them was built the magical
names....Bonanza Creek, The
Golden Staircase, Chilkoot Pass
and Diamond Hill. Alaska, the
Yukon, and Klondike became part
of history. And folklore.

Ju d g i n g T h e Ju d g e s – A C a s e O f S e l e c t i o n

F

or the non-enlightened
(as we all were until Bill
Fairclough informed us at our
lunch on March 9), the Judicial
Appointments Commission
(hereafter known as the JAC) is
an independent body that selects
candidates for judicial office in
courts and tribunals in England
and Wales. And for some tribunals
whose jurisdiction extends to
Scotland or Northern Ireland.
Simples! Well, not quite. As Bill
explained: “I retired from Ford
looking for something to keep
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me busy. A Sunday Times advert
announced: JAC Lay Members –
No Legal Experience – 15/30 days/
year. What followed was a written
self-assessment, on-line test, video
assessment and report writing,
interview and, wow!......having
bitten my nails, waited and waited
and finally, after being appointed,
came “The Training”.
“We appoint judges,” he said.
Statutory responsibilities included
selecting candidates solely on

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

merit; only people of good
character (possibly rules out
most of us!) and encouraging
diversity in selection. Then came
the staggering facts - for his first
Interview Panel for the Social
Entitlement Chamber: 220 parttime judges appointed to help
deal with an expected 750,000
Department of Work and Pension
appeals per year (an increase of
250,000 appeals/year). Appeal
success rate: 50%
What issues has he been
involved with? (continued overpage)
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Speakers Corner (continued)
Judging the Judges
(continued)
immigration, disability, human
rights, domestic violence, divorce,
insurance disputes, small claims.
And he revealed a secret: “Actors
help us with role plays. Brilliant!

Soho and the
Buzz Word

S

oho can be a lot of things to a
lot of people. To Andrew Ings,
our speaker on March 23, it has always been about two things -buzz
and music. As Andrew, from

Braintree Rotary Club, says: “ The
square mile that is Soho* has fascinated me since I was a teenager
and discovered the music of the
late Fifties and, in particular, the
2I’s coffee bar whose basement at
59 Old Compton Street became a

Example: 20 minute briefing, 10
minute discussion with a maverick
doctor, 20 minutes with the
appellant, finally 10 minutes with
doctor – decision.”
This process really sorted the
people that had the ability to be a
Judge from the rest.

Summing up, Bill said: “Eyeopening experience. I met great
people from all walks of life –
geologists, university lecturers, expolice and prison officers. All in
all, a retirement or second career
consideration. I recommend it.”
Any takers....?

focal point
for British
skiffle and
emerging
rock ‘n’ roll.”

2006 when, strolling casually into
Greek Street one lunchtime, he
discovered that a plaque commemorating the 2I’s coffee bar was
about to be unveiled

It was where
Sir Cliff
Richard
played to his
first rock audience as part of The Drifters. The
Vipers were the first skiffle group
to be regular residents and famous
names include Tommy Steele,
Lonnie Donegan, Adam Faith and
Nancy Whiskey.

“That really stirred the old memory bank and I spent the next
few hours in the Compton Arms
talking to several old rockers. I
have gathered together for the first
time the reminiscences of many
of the musicians who played there
in the 1950s and 60s.” As one, Joe
Moretti recalls, “It was just a little
cafe with an old battered piano in
the basement, But it had soul and
buzz.” That word again!

Andrew has written all about it
in his “Rockin’ At The 2I’s Coffee
Bar“ which formed the basis of his
talk, in addition to his early days
living in north London and going
to school in Colchester.
The book was inspired as late as

* Did you know? In the Middle
Ages, Soho was a large marsh area
and the name is thought to have
been the original hunting cry
‘SO-HOE’ !
Henry V111 made it a royal park.

Lets make a production out of it
Club visit to the Royal Opera House Workshops at Purfleet

M

embers and guests toured
the facility and grounds of
the High House Production Park
at Purfleet on March 27th. 2015.
We saw Grade II listed: Barns,
Dovecote
and Mansion
House, and
the knot garden, and then
there’s the
‘Backstage
Centre’, the
new Costume

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
www
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Centre, and the main Workshops.
The Backstage Centre contains
a workshop, a recording studio,
runs classes and has a 725 sq.m.
rehearsal space. Many artists
rehearse here prior to appearing at
the “O2”. “We’ve had everybody
here at one time or another” said
a staff member, “Leona Lewis, David Cameron, Ed Milliband, etc.”
But the pièce de résistance is the
main workshops, a very ecological
building, with a geothermal

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
www facebook com/BillericayRotary

heating and hot water system, a
“living roof ” and clad in cedar
wood. Inside it’s an enormous
space with a huge scenery
manufacturing (continued back page)
www.billericayrotary.org
www billericayrotary org
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Q u i lter s’ S c h o o l R a d i o
The New Radio Station “QFM”

L

ast month we reported on the
progress made towards the
launch of the new Radio Station
at Quilters School, which our club
has been happy to support with a
major donation.
We can now report that the first
and second broadcasts have been

completed and have already been
broadcast - QFM 1 on March 6th
and QFM 2 on March 13th.
The first broadcast featured
“The Big Interview” with John
Baron, the MP for Basildon and
Billericay, who had rushed there
from opening the exhibition
“Billericay and the Great War” at
the Billericay Reading Rooms.
Our budding interviewers made
sure this was no easy ride for their
MP, grilling him on what inspired
him to become an MP, why he
joined the Conservative Party and
what he sees his role to be as an

MP amongst other matters. There
was even an interrogation on his
career outside politics in the army
and why he became an MP.
The rest of the Program was a
mix of music, dedications, and a
Quilters “Just a Minute” show on
the subject of MacDonalds. There
were music performances and
recitations and stories from the
school children. (continued on Page 8)

S chool s Tur n Back The Clock (continued)
production of a newspaper during
the wartime period, Nutrition availability of food both at home
and on the battlefields, Fashions of
the period including uniforms and
the ability to obtain material etc.
and finally Residents of Billericay
at that time, including Businesses
in and around the Town - have
any survived?
The Western Front Association
also had a major stand and
display, highlighting the area
where the war was fought,
the contribution of the Essex
Regiment and a considerable
amount of relevant information.
The exhibition opened on Friday
morning with an introduction
by Keith Woods in the presence
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of distinguished guests the Lord
Petre, Billericay MP John Baron,
Town Council Chairman John
Buchanan, Town Crier Jim Shrubb
and members of the Trustees and
their guests.
“The event was about four schools
putting themselves out to do a
whole lot of work to teach young
kids about the First World War.
It is important because 100 years
ago it was what is now known as
the Great War, the war to end all
wars, Sadly we know now that
was not the case.
A total of 183 children have been
involved in producing this year’s
exhibition. They have done a
wonderful job.”

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

John Baron, Member of
Parliament for Billericay, then
added his comments, formerly
opening the exhibition and giving
tribute to the work done by the
Trustees and in particular, Andy
Maddox and Sheila Pullin. He
congratulated the schoolchildren
on the superb work they had done
to create the displays.
All the Trustees were dressed
in period costume of the time
- soldiers, nurses, gentlemen
etc. - which greatly added to the
atmosphere of the exhibition.
The exhibition attracted a
continuous stream of visitors,
attracted by the opportunity to
learn more about this period of
our history.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Toast, lollipops and flip-flops
An Unlikely
Combination
and a
Pastoral Remedy?

M

embers will be aware that
we recently contributed to
the First Aid training of Street
Pastors. Sue Ginn, wife of our
president, has been a member
of the Billericay Street Pastors
since it was set up by Phil Norton
two years ago. Sue, also a Lay
Reader in the Billericay and Little
Burstead Team Ministry, explains
all in a personal interview with the
Rotary Newsletter:
She says simply: “It works.”

“I went along to the first Street
Pastors meeting, happy to help
out, expecting to do no more than
some admin work and be generally useful in the background. After
the first meeting Phil told me:
“You had better train as a Street
Pastor and then you will know
what is involved’. So I underwent
the training in first aid, drug and
alcohol awareness and listening
skills among other subjects. And
then I suppose Phil encouraged
me and here I am, a fully fledged
Street Pastor.
“It sounds unlikely that water and
lollipops can help young people
recover from over indulging in alcohol and the aggression that can
result from losing control whilst
under the influence. But the water
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

restores the fluid balance in the
body that the alcohol removes,
and the sugar aids the energy levels as well as providing a leveller
in helping to prevent the aggression getting out of hand. More of
the flip-flops later.

Helping the Young
Sue comes from a powerful
religious background. “I grew
up in the Methodist branch of
the Christian family. We lived
in Crayford and my father was
a leader in the local Methodist
youth club trying to make young
people aware of the problems,
even in those days when young
people were as vulnerable as they
are today. He would go round
the local hostelries retrieving the
youngsters who had come to the
club, signed in and then disappeared down to the Bear and
Ragged Staff, among others, to get
them back to the club.
Faith dominates Sue’s involvement. “Yes, without it, I could not
do the work I do, in the church
and now as a Street Pastor. We
work closely with the local communities, not least the police who
value our efforts. But although we
wear a uniform, we are regarded
in a different way by the people we
try to help, the falling-over, toomuch-to-drink youngsters and occasionally the older drinkers and
the one or two homeless people.

Oh God, not a church!
I like to think that we are seen as
authoritative as opposed to authoritarian. Our uniform is meant
to encourage folk to ask for help.”

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

Sue admits: “Yes, they come into
us when we have persuaded them
to come off the streets, and we
welcome them into St Mary Magdalen, and sit them down, feed
them toast and coffee and talk
with them. Their first comment
into being shown into the church
is, almost: ‘Oh, God not a church!
Then they realise they are safe because it doesn’t look like a church
now with its pink, soft chairs and
bright paintwork.
We are privileged in Billericay.
Most Street Pastors have a centre
away from the high street. We can
invite these people into a warm,
cosy church on the high street itself and offer them comfort – plus
toast and lollipops!. And a chance
to get them to open up to us about
their problems. It is surprising
how many do.

We currently have roughly forty
plus pastors. Phil would confirm
this, we would like to have about
eighty. Not because this area is
especially violent or difficult but,
to do our job as well as we would
like we need more pastors on the
street. We work in shifts of seven
or eight. It may not sound a lot
but it is enough for what we are
trying to achieve.
Our forty plus members come
from all walks of life. They give
up their time to patrol the streets,
run the church (continued overpage)
www.billericayrotary.org
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Toast, lollipops and flip-flops (continued)
hub, providing the comfort zone
and the enormous administration.
Included in those forty members
are people from every church in
the community. Faith prevails.”
Key watch nights inevitably are
Friday and Saturday. “We patrol
the known problem areas and
have staff patrolling and on duty
at the Hub from 10.00 pm to 4.00
am, and from the Railway Station,
along the High Street and to the
Ivory Rooms. The Blue Boar closes around 11.00. The Ivory Rooms

does not shut until 1.30pm.
We do have to consider the railway station on those nights when
late-night revellers are staggering
back from nights out in London.”
I asked her: What is the ratio of
young people who need help for
over-drinking? Sue said: “It is

50-50. You will have the all-girls
party which ends in everyone
falling about; then there’s the husband who has lost his job and dare
not go home to tell his wife or the
men celebrating a success at work.

behind by revellers to reduce the
risk of someone tripping over and
being cut by broken glass.
So ..... to the flip-flops.

One-to-one basis
We do not have to deal with too
many drug situations” – but she
added: “Yes, there have been a few
occasions when we had to alert
the police or ambulance services
when we felt a person was beyond
our capabilities. We would do that
only if we felt in extremis. Otherwise, we approach our duties on a
one-to-one basis.
Our Street Pastors are all from local churches and have to have the
backing of their church leaders before they are accepted for training.
We have also discovered that we
can learn to stay awake after our
normal bedtime! The latest we’ve
got to bed has been 5am! And the
average is 3 am. During patrols
we pick up glasses and bottles left

The Street Pastors keep a supply
of these in the hub at St Mary
Magdelen for those “fallen women”.....no , not those who fall
on sad times as Dickens would
describe.... simply those who lose
their shoes or find they have
become too uncomfortable to
wear outside the Red Lion, the
Chequers, the Blue Boar and the
various drinking outlets in our
High Street. Broken glass, cut feet.
A case for A & E? No, one for the
Pastors. As Sue says: “We had one
man come in to say he had given
his shoes to his lady partner. We
gave him a pair of flip-flops. He
was overwhelmed!”

QFM (continued)
Headmaster Mr. Wade wants to
use the radio station as a platform
for the skills and capabilities of the
children, adding opportunities for
them to demonstrate new skills.
Apart from our club’s
contribution, Phoenix FM has

been instrumental in providing
technical advice on the equipment
needed, on the setting up of
the station, and providing onsite technical help to ensure the
recordings run smoothly. Shows
are recorded as a Podcast and

uploaded on to the PhoenixFM
website where they are accessible
to the general public from:
www.phoenixfm.com/qfm
Why not follow this link and see
how accomplished these young
broadcasters are?

Congratulating a Champion of Change
Members will know that we take
children from the Thriftwood
School on a KidsOut trip each
year, and that we made donations to our sister club, Billericay
Mayflower, for its project, led by
Page 8
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Nick Lamborn, to fund a sixth
form college at the School, the
biggest single project the district
has known.
Our congratulations to Nick
whose efforts were recognised on

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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Tuesday 17 March, when he was
one of only six Rotarians this year
to receive the coveted award as
a “Rotary Champion of Change”
at a ceremony at the Houses of
Parliament.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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50 Years ago - From the Archives

I
F

became the fifth
president of the
Club in July 1964.
ortunately for me,
Frank Rilstone was
Club secretary during
my year in the Chair
and, because of his
previous experience
as president and his
extensive knowledge
of Rotary, he was a
great help to me in
overcoming my visual
handicap. Frank and
I attended, ex officio,
almost all the A & O committee
meetings in order to keep in close
touch with all that was going on in
the Club.
At the Club Assembly, it was
decided to have one “fellowship”
lunch meeting a month without
a Speaker. Brian Ford was the
Speaker-finder. Immediately after
the Assembly, he and I drew up
a plan for Speakers for the year
which included five talks on Rotary.
The principal activity which
occupied most of the year was
an attempt to found a marriage
guidance council in Billericay.
The Chairman and some of the
members of the Vocational Service committee came with me to
lectures on marriage guidance
held in Chelmsford. A public
meeting which I chaired was held
in Billericay Magistrates’ Court
when it was agreed to go ahead
with the project; and three people
volunteered to train as counsellors
but, when no suitable premises
could be found in the town, the
project had to be abandoned.
The Community Service committee arranged an outing for the
patients of New Lodge and children from Foxcroft. A family was
sent for a holiday to the Rotary

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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caravan at Lowestoft and transport
was provided by members of the
Club for physically handicapped
and sick people.
The Vocational Service Committee also organised the first Careers
evening at Billericay Secondary
School which was well attended.
The International Service committee, through John Goldwin,
made the first contact with the
Beausoleil club with which our
Club later twinned.
The Club Service committee was
efficient and full of ideas to foster
fellowship in the Club. Membership increased from 35 to 38. The
highlight of the social activities
was a long weekend visiting the
bulb fields in Holland when 21
Rotarians and wives had an unforgettable and enjoyable time. Other
outings were made to the London
Mosque, a London theatre, the
Daily Express Office; (for each of
these visits the journey was made
by coach) and to the Ford factory
at Dagenham.
The Ladies festival had to be held
at the Chase Hotel, Ingatestone,
where the number of guests was
limited owing to lack of space.
I was a widower at the time, so I
was supported by my daughter,
Susan Palmer, and she is now very
proud of the two framed pictures

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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which the Club gave her that
evening for her new home.
The President’s night was held at
the Masonic Hall, Hutton. It was
well attended by members and
their families. After the meal they
enjoyed an entertainment given by
two competent blind musicians.
The Catering committee, which
was only founded in January 1964,
completed its first year (when
lunch cost 8s.6d) with a profit of
£79 and it was able to repay all
the loans from members for the
purchase of equipment. At the
instigation of Alf Palmer several
members entered into seven years
covenants for the payment of
Benevolent fund subscriptions in
order to reclaim income tax.
During my year as President I
attended the District Assembly
at Cambridge, the District Conference at Great Yarmouth and
the visit of the President of R.I.B.I.
at Norwich; and the R.I.B.I. Conference at Bournemouth, also
the District Councils at March
and Colchester. I represented the
Club at Billericay Round Table,
Basildon, Brentwood, Wickford
and ‘Dunmow Ladies Nights, and
I also attended lunch meetings at
Basildon, Brentwood and Saffron
Walden.
By Walter Higby, President 1964-65
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
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Tit-bits from the Club

W

ife of a Rotary member and
a prestigious local school
teacher for more than 30 years,
commented, after viewing the
WW1 exhibition at the Reading
Rooms: “What a delight to see
that school children are still being
encouraged to use hand writing
and not do it all on computer.
Their work was exemplary.”
*******
unch is going to cost more.
With Ivory Rooms needing to
increase costs, members agreed
to the following after Keith Wood
put to them these proposals;
1. Change of venue. Agreed.
Stays the same
2. Cost: Increase to £12 and
staying with three courses
as opposed to reduce to two
courses for £11.00 Agreed.
3. Trial six-week menu to remain
Members agreed that it was an
improvement.
4. Table service improved. Still
some delay in kitchen efficiency. Being discussed.

L

A

ope you enjoy the Big Dinner
tonight. We’ve spent hours
and hours selecting our menus.
Not heard of any divorces yet.
Many thanks, Keith for arranging.
*******
our editor reaches the grand
age of 79 on April 2. He was
born two minutes after midnight.
No April First jokes please - he is
buying on April 13.. But suggest
you hold fire ordering until he
reaches the big 80 or book your
holidays now. Any other Arians?
Just finished reading 50 Shades of
.....talk about a mis-spent youth!!!
*******
he “Billericay & the Great
War” exhibition. A booklet has been produced of each
school’s efforts for presentation to each school. On March
16th, past president Keith and
Reading Rooms Trustee Andy
Maddocks, along with Town
Crier Jim Shrubb, attended Assembly at Quilters Junior School
with 150 pupils from three year

Y

T

groups. They presented the school
with copies of the booklet. Said
Keith “This exhibition enabled
the children involved to relate to
the Great War in real life terms
through their presentations of
then and now, instead of stuffy
facts in history books.”
*******
ne member who shall be
nameless bought his beloved her favourite flowers on Valentine’s Day. But the wrong flowers were delivered to the wrong
house. His embarrassment was
increased when she handed him
flowers and said “I ordered these
for you in case you forgot”. But he
did remember the card.
*******
ember’s comment after
Chris Parkinson, a recent
speaker, said that church windows
have been stained glass for centuries. I tried to get the stain off my
windows and it has cost me a fortune to find someone to remove it.
Kindly advise, Chris!

O

M

Quiz Night At Ingatestone
on the night split 50/50 between
Only one point in it!
the two charities (see above).

great evening out at the
Rotary Club of Ingatestone’s
Quiz Night. All in aid of Prostrate
Cancer Charity and the Rotary
Foundation. The quiz held at
Mountnessing Village Hall is an
annual event, and we were invited
to participate for the first time.

A cold Saturday night but a warm
hall packed with participants. Sixteen tables of up to ten or twelve
Page 10
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on each, so over 150 Rotarians
and their partners and guests took
part in the quiz.

Our club was represented by President Mike Ginn and Sue, Secretary Ed Harrison and Margaret,
and Peter Greene and Wendy. The
smallest table in the room.
Thanks to the entrance Fees and a
raffle the night made £1497 profit

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
ll

How did they do? Despite the

being only six on the table they
scored 101 points and came
second, only one point behind
the winners (national Quiz champions) with a team of 12, and ten
points ahead of the third place.
Honour of the club upheld!

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R

www.billericayrotary.org
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District Council Meeting - March 19
lengthy and inspiring presentation
Honours and
with this title. In association with
Jamie Oliver’s Ministry of Food,
Meeting all
the Club ran a 10 week course last
Challenges
year and more are planned. The
This was held at Writtle College
on the evening of Thursday March
19 and our Club was represented
by Peter Greene and myself.

Recognition & Awards
DG Stan Keller was very pleased
to welcome Gloria Nichols after
her serious illness. He congratulated two colleagues in District
who are recipients of prestigious

awards. DG Stan was at the
House of Lords when Nick Lamborn from our daughter Club
received a Champions of Change
Award for his leadership of the
Thriftwood College project.
Paul Harvey from Bishop Stortford Club has been recognised for
his long-standing contribution
to polio eradication and DG Stan
will present a certificate to him at
District Assembly. Applications
for a District Citation must be
received by the DG or District
Secretary by April 15.

District & RIBI Projects
PR & Communications – The
digital workshop has been re-arranged for May 15. Members are
encouraged to “like” the District
Facebook site.
Youth Service– IPDG Peter
Dowse advised that Gloria Nichols will take over the Young Chef
competition in the next Rotary
year. Billericay School is happy to
host the Young Technician competition but somebody is needed
to organise and run it here.

District Treasurer’s Report – The
Proposed Budget and Levy for
2015/16 were approved; the District Levy will be £18 per Member.
District Conference 2016 – DGN
Terry Dean announced this will be
held at The Oxford Belfry Hotel,
Thame, from September 23-25

Caring in the Community

School Support
Apart from IPDG Peter Dowse,
who reported at this meeting, reports by the Chairs of the District
Service Committees are on the
District website and on our Club
website. There were a few updates.
Foundation – Len Nieuwenhuis
reported that as at March 17, there
are only 20 polio cases (19 of them
in Pakistan).
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

UK Pilot Project will be launched
at the RIBI Conference.

“Hearing Help Essex” - Helen
Stuart gave a presentation about
this small charity which covers
parts of Essex with its main resource centre in Chelmsford. The
charity has 2 paid staff and over
40 volunteers many of whom have
hearing difficulties.
“Young Carers: Food for
Thought” - Irene Kettle, IPP of
Colchester Forum Club, gave a

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

Ride for Rotary – DGE Alan
Clark reported that there has been
a lot of interest in the bike ride on
21st June from the north of the
county but more participation is
needed from elsewhere.

He is still trying to get details
from Nick Cork at RIBI but envisages that we will cover the whole
Essex coastline from Manningtree
to Grays Thurrock.
World’s Biggest Quiz on Saturday
June 6 – AG Nick Sillitoe promoted this event which will be held at
Southend United Football Ground
between noon and 4 p.m. This is
for all the family with some questions for children; tickets cost £2
each. We need 2,500 in attendance
to get into the Guinness Book of
World Records. Tickets can be
ordered online at
www.rotarybigquiz.org
or from local Rotary Clubs. Profits
will go to Lancaster Special Needs
School, Southend.
District Conference 2015 at
Bournemouth is full.
Next District Council Meeting –
This will be held at Writtle College
on October 24. Meeting closed at
9.30 p.m.
By Ed Harrison
www.billericayrotary.org
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Laugh along with Roger
Why Oh Why?
Why do supermarkets make the
sick walk all the way to the back of
the store to get their prescriptions
while healthy people can buy
cigarettes at the front?
*****
Why do we leave cars worth
thousands of dollars in our
driveways and put our useless
junk in the garage?

Why do banks leave vault doors
open and then chain the pens to
the counters?
*****
Why do people order double
cheeseburgers, large fries, and a
diet coke?
*****

Did you ever wonder?
Why the sun lightens our hair, but
darkens our skin?

Why can’t women put on mascara
with their mouth closed?
*****
Why don’t you ever see the
headline ‘Psychic Wins Lottery’?
*****
Why is ‘abbreviated’ such a long
word?
*****
Why do doctors and attorneys call
what they do ‘practice’

ROH Workshop Visit (continued)
area, a carpentry workshop and a
large painting space with painting
on the floor and vertical-hung
canvases on a grand scale. We saw
a huge vertical hanging of Queen
Victoria for a forthcoming ENO
production (Pirates of Penzance),
and even soil (OK, coloured pieces
of foam) spread on the floor for
a production of ... Shhh! Its a
secret! And there’s only 36 highly
skilled craftsmen and artists.
No Photos! Stay on the blue
squares! It was a regimented tour,
safety driven, but VERY interest-

ing to all who went.
Planning starts 5 years before a
production with the booking of

artists and construction of scenery
scale models, and followed 3-4
years later by the recipe book of

Location - The Ivory Rooms

April 13 (18.30)
Joint Services & Council Meeting
April 20
Business Meeting
April 27
Adam Fontain - paralympiad
May 4
No Meeting - Bank Holiday

Dates for your Diary
March 27
Visit to Royal Opera House
Workshop at Purfleet
March 30
No Lunch - evening “Big Dinner”
April 6
No meeting - Easter
April 13
Peter Hall - Havens Hospices
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April 18
Stroke Awareness Day
June 10
Kids Out Day
June 14
President’s Day Outing
July 12
Billericay Mayflower Summerfest
Sun Corner
July 12
Billericay Fun Walk Barleylands

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Rotary Club of Billericay – Forthcoming
Club Meetings and Club Events

what is needed. Build starts 2-3
months before opening night.
Scenery is taken to Covent Garden on six purpose built lorries
(24 tons per load, up to 6.5 tons
per pallet) with five weeks to go,
and assembled in the last week.
What does it cost? – well, between
£500,000 and £750,000 for an
Opera, and about £1 million for a
ballet production.
What a facility! What dedication!
What a great visit!
By Peter Greene

