Rotary Club of Billericay

April 2016

News
“Service Above Self”

President’s Message
We D i d I t - Tr u l y S p e c t a c u l a r !

A

fter several months of
planning by the Soapbox
Derby Committee (chaired by
Vice President Mike Sinclair,
and also comprised of Malcolm
Acors, Peter Greene, James Ilesley,
Patrick Rothon and myself) we
held the Soapbox Derby on Bank
Holiday Monday May. 2.
Several thousand people
attended the event, the first of
its kind in Essex. The logistics

were formidable and we are
very grateful for support from
the Rotary Clubs of Basildon,
Basildon Concord, Billericay
Mayflower, Chelmer Bridge and
Wickford, as well as Billericay
and Brentwood Lions, Billericay
Round Table and 41 Club.
Special thanks must go to Tony
Sprackling (our Safety Officer
from 41 Club), ex-Round Tabler
Richard Leahy (“Dikster”) who

patrolled the field to ensure that
everything was ticking over, and
Ian Miller from our daughter
Club, who manned the wireless
base in the control room.
In addition, we mustn’t forget the
Stig. Perry McCarthy the original
Top Gear Stig came along to
open the Races, waved the flag to
release the first soapbox down the
track, and presented the prizes.
He still found time to meet the
(continued on next Page)

Because of the importance of running a special Soapbox Derby edition, some items of club news, including our
normal Inner Wheel report, have had to be held over to our May issue. Thank you for your understanding.
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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President’s Message (continued)
public and sell signed copies of
his autobiography for Charity.
Finally, our own Ken Smith
had a blast as our announcer
with a great mix of information,
comment and humour which kept
the crowd interested and amused.
We received superb coverage in
the Gazette thanks to the efforts
of Trevor Bond, and Roger Kettle
looked after the sale of banners.
Richard Rothon was in charge
of the Banner Team and the
Acors family were there in force
throughout the day.

Flowers for the ladies
The contribution of Jerry French
should also be noted and, as a
token of our appreciation, flowers
are being delivered to Sue Acors,
Susan Craig-Greene (who took
over 200 photographs) and Carol
Rothon. The judging of the Wacky
Racers was undertaken by our
Honorary Member, The Lord
Petre, and our District Governor
Alan Clark. The feedback from
contestants and the public has
been very positive and there is
clearly the expectation that we will
run the event again.
On Monday April 4 we were
welcomed Katie Wilkie, the new
Curator of the Cater Museum.
Trevor Bond kindly bought drinks
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to mark his 80th birthday over
the weekend, and we were pleased
to welcome Linda Arnold and
Pam Underwood from Rotary
Club of Medway, former Rotarian

Steve Hackett, and Wendy Greene.
On Monday April 11 Ian
Davidson from the Bank of
England gave an interesting talk
on the introduction of polymer
bank notes. I was pleased to
induct Rev Margaret Fowler as a

full Member and Terry Rothery
as an Associate Member. We were
joined by our incoming Assistant
Governor Peter McCafferty from
Basildon Concord and Edward
Fortune from Mayflower. At our
April 18 Business Meeting we
wished Norman Wilson a happy
birthday for the next day.

When duty calls
While on Saturdays during April
we were out in force trying to
sell Soapbox Derby programmes
outside Regis House, we doubled
up on the 23rd when we also had
to provide Rotarians for “Know
Your Blood Pressure” in Waitrose
where we had three nurses on
hand. Like them, our duty and
commitment never stops.
Monday April 25 was finalising
day for Soapbox Derby
arrangements – helped down by
Norman Wilson’s kind offer to
buy drinks. We were also pleased
to welcome our old friend Jack
Magee from the Rotary Club of
Woodbury, New Jersey.
On Saturday April 30 Margaret
and I attended the Rotary Club
of Billericay Mayflower’s Charter
Dinner at Mount Banqueting Suite
and I was pleased to propose the
toast to our daughter club.
By President Ed Harrison

R o t a r y Yo u n g L e a d e r s We e k e n d 2 0 1 6
Billericay School entered, and all
100% success
three Billericay girls were amongst

he Rotary Youth Leadership
Award (RYLA) programme is
an intensive training experience
for young people aged
between 14 and 30.
Nominated young people attend
a residential seminar, camp, or
workshop of three to seven days,
organised by Rotary and run by
professional activity instructors
in a specialised environment.
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In This Month’s
Issue

Participants’ expenses are often
paid by sponsoring Rotary clubs
as part of their investment in the
future of our young people.
We received the results of the
District’s Rotary Young Leadership
Awards (RYLA) competition from
Phil Griggs, who is co-ordinating
the competition on behalf of
District 1240.
Three young people from

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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the six students who got through
to the finals, Total success!
Our finalists are:
• Ayla Kuloglu
• Jasmine Margalit
• Kathryn Johnson
As Phil Griggs said,
“Congratulations to all concerned
especially the Billericay school
who have had a 100 pct success
rate!”

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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S p e a k e r s C or n e r
Ant i quit i e s and Z e pp el i n s . . . Hi stor y R e c al l e d

R

emember the TV show when
the quizmaster said: Open
The Box?
That’s what Katie Wilkie, the new
curator of the Cater Museum,
did when she inherited the post
recently, and, as our speaker on
April 4, gave members an update
of the museum’s progress, discoveries and future plans.
What Did Katie (y) Do Next (who
read that at school?- bet your
wives did!)... our Katie unearthed
a treasure trove of antiquities and
artefacts from the bronze age,
Roman occupation of Britain and
other hidden finds.

Plus a major book which she
originally thought was Victorian,

Cater ing for all
but turned out to be a rebinding of
a book dating from Queen Mary’s
time, pages of which she displayed
on a superb video
presentation.
Then into our
memory zone
– almost! Celebration of the
1916 downing of
the Zeppelin over
the site which
is now behind
Snails Hall and
still recalled by
world war one
historians. Katie
is organising a one hundred year
on exhibition at the museum on

September 24, 2016. She said:
“I have already had interest from
around the world, not least Australia and America. There is talk of
reviving a memorial.“ Her video
presentation showed the dramatic photograph of the downed
Zeppelin. It will be an exhibition
not to be missed. Also involved
will be the Reading Rooms where
she has enlisted the help of the
Western Front organisation, and
other local organisations to really
celebrate this centenary.
On the charity side, the Cater
Museum works closely with the
Hamlin Trust Supporting Disabled People.
Club member Peter Strong, a
trustee of the Cater Museum, proposed the vote of thanks.

Take Note! Making it Toug he r for Forge rs

I

an Davidson. from the Bank of
England posed the question:
“How many of you have ever had
a forged note?”
Answer from members at the
lunch on April 11: Four or five.
(What an honest lot we Rotary
people are!)
Ian’s talk was about Confidence
in the Currency, giving us chapter
and verse on the introduction of
polymer notes - a £5 with Churchill on the back in September this

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
ll
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Sp e a k e r s C or n e r ( c on t i n u e d )
year; the £10 note featuring Jane
Austen on the back next year.

Why polymer? Three reasons:
Give confidence; stay ahead of
counterfeiters; save money.
“Polymer makes it very difficult
for a counterfeiter to print or
copy“ he said.

The Bank’s website has been used
to solicit information and public
views to help confirm
the design of £20 and
£50 notes when they
are added.
Fact: First polymer
note was 1988 – Australia. Last: Mauretania. Canada went polymer in 2011 (Note:
Current Governor of
the Bank of England,
Mark Carney is Canadian).
Ian continued: “We
had a major consultation in 2013 involving
displays, surveys and
presentations. 87%
in favour of polymer
notes. Old people favoured them, youngsters not so sure.”
Advantages: They can
last up to 4-5 times longer; £100m
savings over ten years; 15% smaller but hardly noticeable; environmentally friendly; unlike current
notes can be re-used in different
guises e.g. made into bowls! Blind

New Members

organisations did not want Braille.
Advice (in fun): Don’t iron on
“very hot” – it will discolour;
washing is OK; crumpling is OK .

Stating that almost all the old £5
notes will be gone in nine months,
Ian closed with another poser:
“Who knows names of the present
chief cashier? No answers!
Clue: Female royal... James Ilesley
won the prize as the first to respond with .. Victoria?”
When asked about our Gold reserves he added: ”The Bank owns
only two gold bars. Rest of gold in
the vaults is foreign or owned by
wealthy individuals or companies.”
And admitted: “I am passionate
about collecting bank notes. My
wife is passionate about spending
them.”

ROH Visit

V

A

pril 11 saw our club
membership increase again.
In the presence of our
incoming Assistant Governor
Peter McCafferty, President
Ed inducted our most recent
“Associate” member Margaret
Fowler, as a full member, and
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inducted Terry Rothery as a new
Associate Member.
Members congratulated and
welcomed both new members to
their midst. They bring welcome
talents and enthusiasm to our
club and we look forward to their
support in the months ahead.

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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isit to Royal Opera House
Workshop, Friday, May 27
12.30pm.
We should all meet at the Royal
Opera House by 12.00 noon for
ticket exchange and entry.
Following the tour, we will move
to the Pig & Goose, upstairs at
The George, 213 Strand, Temple,
WC2R for a combined lunch
scheduled for 2.00pm (in a
special area set aside for our party
of 20) . Tel: 0207 353 6938 This is
a 5-10 minute walk from Covent
Garden.
It comes highly recommended
with suitable menu choice.

www
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
facebook com/Billericay

www.billericayrotary.org

Great Response to Blood Pressure Checks
104 successful tests in
four hours

K

now Your Blood Pressure
testing at the Waitrose store
in Billericay.
Members of the Rotary Club
of Billericay aided by volunteer
nurses, Juliet, Faith and ‘Cepta,
returned to the Waitrose store in
Billericay High Street on Saturday
April 23 for the 5th year running.
Why? To offer free Blood Pressure
tests to the public, and provide information and advice on keeping
it under control. It was all part
of the Annual “Know Your Blood
Pressure” Day held in collaboration with the Stroke Association
and Rotary Clubs across the
country.
High blood pressure remains
the single biggest risk factor for
stroke, contributing to over half
of strokes in England, Wales and
Northern Ireland. Know Your
Blood Pressure day is about raising awareness of the link between
high blood pressure and stroke.

club’s work in serving our local
community, and taking part in
Rotary and the Stroke Association’s annual Know Your Blood
Pressure day.
These days have been taking place
for over ten years. With the help of
Rotary clubs in the UK, the Know
Your Blood
Pressure campaign is helping
to prevent stroke
and save lives.

A new Record
It was well worth it! Four hours!
Three Nurses! 104 patients seen a new record.
These events can play a big role in
reducing strokes across the country. The Stroke Association says
high blood pressure is far more

A family
affair!

And it wasn’t
just the old
Our Day
and infirm,
With the co-operation of store
youngsters were
manager Ashley Broad and his
just as willing to
staff, members gave up their time
be tested, and we even had some
common than one would think.
to encourage shoppers to take a
families including mother and
Our thanks to Nurses Cepta
few minutes and have their blood daughter Jenny and Naomi Esser
Byrne, Juliet Shipton and Faith
pressure checked. All part of the
being tested at the same time.
Purkiss who gave up their time
Despite our
for free to help perform this vital
need to spread
service.
the word about
The Result
our imminent
Soapbox Derby, • 8 Patients were recommended for urgent follow-up with
members
their GP within a week
juggled their
time working
• 31 Patients were recommendon the Soapbox
ed to see their doctor for a
Derby stall in
routine check up within a
Billericay High
month
Street with time • 65 patients required no action
at the KYBP
at all
stand.
www
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
facebook com/BillericayRotary www
www.billericayrotary.org
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RIBI Conference - Bournemouth

I

t is seldom at conferences that
you can come away saying:
“Hey, weren’t the speakers great!”
RIBI conferences are always
enjoyable occasions but good
speakers can make it more so. The
Conference is in Bournemouth
from April 1-3 was no exception
as Mike and Liz Sinclair, Pat and
Carol Rothon, Sarah and myself,
along with approximately 2000
other Rotarians, discovered. A
varied programme and, yes,
excellent speakers.
Celebrities such as John Humphrys - BBC, Baroness Gillian
Shephard - MP, Jenny Agutter
-Films, Eric Knowles - BBC
Antiques Road Show, Reverend
Richard Coles - BBC, Geoff Miller
- Cricket, and Richard Stilgoe –
Music were all good communicators with one standing out.
As a cricketer Geoff Miller was
never a bundle of laughs, batting
or bowling for Derbyshire, Essex
and England for whom he became
Chairman of Selectors. But, on his
feet before an audience, a star.
Miller was the most amusing
person I have had the pleasure to
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A Mi l l e r ’s Tal e
and An
In spirat i on
listen to for a long time. Basically
anecdotes about his life in cricket
but so well delivered he had the
whole audience, including those
who weren’t interested in cricket,
in gales of laughter from beginning to end. If you have a chance
to hear him speak don’t miss the
opportunity.

Orpheus Magic
And Sir Richard Stilgoe who
spoke so modestly but so movingly about his charity Orpheus that
looks to help disabled youngster’s
have the skills to lead independent
lives and to gain confidence in
their own ability through music
and performance. He brought
three disabled people with him
to demonstrate just that through
their own performances. Brought
the house down. Very moving!
Those were the guests but we
mustn’t forget our own Rotarian speakers. We heard from RI
President “Ravi” Ravindran who

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
www twitter com/BillericyRotary

talked about the importance
and achievement of women in
society and the opportunity to
take advantage of their ability by
increasing female membership
in Rotary. At the moment female
membership in RIBI is very low,
therefore an area of potential for
new members.
We heard inspirational examples
of the work and initiatives various clubs and individuals were
undertaking either to raise money
for Rotary charities, like our own
SoapBox Derby, or to make their
efforts more efficient. For example
Brighton with five Rotary Clubs
plus Lions, Round Table etc were
implementing an initiative to ensure all the various clubs worked
together, pooling resources and
actions rather than working separately or even in opposition. There
were numerous other examples
- too many to mention here.
This report is a small part of the
three- day programme. Much
more with numerous Break Out
Sessions again featuring different
aspects of Rotary and the local
community.
(continued on the next page)
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Yo u n g P h o t o g r a p h e r 2 0 1 6
“Beauty is in the eye of ….”

Best Photograph Award

on the top four and these were
then examined side by side to
establish a winner, and rank them
all. After difficult consultation,
the judges were unanimous in the
winning set and the order of the
other three.

T

he 2016 Young Photographer
competition , organised by
club Youth Officer James Ilesley at
both Rotary’s Local and District
1240 level,
has provided
a double
success for
Billericay’s
Chloe
Woodland.
She was
judged winner of the
local competition to win a prize of £50 (see
her photos above). Runner-up
was Jessica Tordeur (£25), third
prize of £15 went to Emma Roper.
Highly commended was Kara
Martin who also won the Photographic Assignments Best Photograph Award and a prize of £30.
The competition asked each entrant to present a set of three photographs on a common theme of
“The world is beautiful”, showing
different aspects of the subject and
exploiting different technical and
artistic skills. Judging of the local

District Final
competition took place at Ilesley
Photographic, and was performed
by James Ilesley of Ilesley Photographic, Mark Benson of Photographic Assignments, and Peter
Greene as a keen amateur.
Nearly 100 photographs were
submitted and the best ten
competitors went forward to the
final judging. All ten finalists were
examined separately in detail,
with all their documentation,
and all three photographs
examined carefully and evaluated
individually by each judge.

Unanimous Decision
Some entries had to be eliminated
because only one photograph had
been submitted and others were
marked down through incomplete
descriptions or explanations of
how and why the photographs
were taken. There was consensus

Chloe then went onto the District final, in which there were
three competitors in total, from
Southend-on-Sea, Canvey, and
Billericay. Of the three, Kate
Blandford from Southend-on-sea,
and Chloe Woodland stood out.

One of the District Runner-Up’s Images

Again, after a difficult and careful
analysis of the two portfolios and
some extensive evaluation, the
judges finally agreed on Chloe as
the winner. She wins a half day in
a commercial photographic studio
courtesy of Photographic Assignments.

RIBI Conference - Bournemouth
And of course each evening entertainment and opportunity to
socialise with fellow attendees.
On the Friday there was the Big
Band Concert and on the Saturday
the black tie Gala Dinner and
cabaret plus a Music Through The
www
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
twitter com/BillericyRotary

Decades dance night - something
for everyone.
At the end of Conference you
again leave realising the size,
strength and ability of Team Rotary to do so many good things on
a local, national and international

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

basis ....... all on a voluntary basis.
In addition there was the extra bonus of all the fun and laughter the
Sinclairs, Rothons and Kettles had
outside the Conference. All great
fun and very inspirational.
By Roger Kettle
www.billericayrotary.org
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Something to Brighten your Day
New words for your
consideration (but only
briefly....)
Cashtration (n.) The act of
buying a house, which renders
you financially impotent for an
indefinite period of time.
Intaxicaton Euphoria at getting a
tax refund, which lasts until you
realize it was your money to start
with.
Bozone ( n.) The substance
surrounding stupid people that
stops bright ideas from penetrating.
The bozone layer, unfortunately,
shows little sign of breaking down

in the near future.
Giraffiti Vandalism spray-painted
very, very high
Sarchasm The gulf between the
author of sarcastic wit and the
person who doesn’t get it.
Osteopornosis A degenerate
disease.
Decafalon (n.) The gruelling act of
getting through the day consuming
only things that are good for you.
Glibido All talk and no action.
Dopeler Effect The tendency of
stupid ideas to seem smarter when
they come at you rapidly.

Words with new meanings
Coffee n. The person upon whom
one coughs.
Flabbergasted adj. Appalled by
discovering how much weight one
has gained.
Abdicate v. To give up all hope of
ever having a flat stomach.
Willy-nilly adj. Impotent.
Negligent adj. Absentmindedly
answering the door when wearing
only a nightgown.
Lymph v. To walk with a lisp.
Balderdash n. A rapidly receding
hairline.

Club Tit-Bits
Visitors - we were pleased to
welcome two visitors from
Medway Rotary club - Linda
Arnold who is Club Treasurer
and Pam Underwood, who is
President Elect.
*******
Time Capsule: Along with many
community organisations, the
Club has been invited to contribute to the 90th anniversary
of Billericay District Resident’s

Association Time Capsule. To be
displayed in the Cater Museum,
its contents will be based, not on
objects but on thoughts - Hopes
and Fears for Billericay, in the
next ten years before it is opened
in 2026, BDRA’s 100th anniversary.
*******
Congratulations to our editor
Trevor Bond on his 80th. birthday last month AND thanks

Location - Reids Billericay
We meet on
Mondays at
12.45 for 13.00
If there is a fifth
Monday in the
month, please
check the website for information.
Reids, 66-68 Laindon Road, Billericay,
Essex, CM12 9LD Tel: +44 1277 632378

May 9
Trevor Stansfield – Clay Pigeon
Shooting
May 9 (6.30 pm - Unbar Rothon Boardroom)
Joint Services Meeting & Club Council

Page 8
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May 16
A.G.M
May 23
Ben Clarke - TBD
May 30
Bank Holiday - no meeting
June 6
Jodie Connelly – B.O.S.P. (Brighter
Opportunities through Supported Play)
June 13
Club Assembly

Other dates for your diary:
May 22
Billericay Fun Walk
Support Roger again this year
May 27
Royal Opera House Visit
(scheduled 12.30 Tour - 20 px.)

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Rotary Club of Billericay – Forthcoming Club Meetings and Events

from everybody for buying all the
drinks on April 4th.
*******
Congratulations to Malcolm
Acors on the birth of another Grandson - Charlie - AND
thanks from everybody for buying
all the drinks on April 11th.
*******
Birthdays this month.
In addition to those above, we celebrated Norman Wilson’s birthday
this month on April 19th.

Souvenir Edition

O ne week since our Rotar y Bille r icay S oapbox D e rby!

Ye s , I t Wa s a Tr i u m p h !

A

great day. Where do you
begin to spell it all out when
trying to describe our success with
the Soapbox Derby.
Anticipation......................Nervous,
exciting, lost sleep, tension.

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

Expectations...... Fulfilled.
A day which dawned with grey
skies and mounting concern ended in what can be called only glorious technicolour. (even the sun
shone on us briefly) - a triumph of

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

mind and matter coming together to make it what it was always
hoped to be: Spectacular!
Above all a challenge made, and a
challenge met.
There will be a time to count the
www.billericayrotary.org
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Souvenir Edition

In the b eginning ...
G etting ready for the racing
- installation, safety che cks and a test r un.

Page 2

Installing the safety barriers

Walking the Course

Building the Ramp

Checking the roadway is clear

Testing the Track - I

Testing the Track - II

t itt
/Bill i R t
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Souvenir Edition

Before
cost but, for just this moment, ......
let’s celebrate.
Committee,organisers and many
more are mentioned in many
despatches. And the community,
the people turned up, hour after
hour to enjoy the event and make
us realise just how right we got it.
District Governor, Alan Clark
stayed all day to act as judge and
jury, helped by our patron Lord
Petre, and decide the winners.
What winners they were, from
schools like Quilters Juniors and
Shenfield High to those corporate
companies and kart-raved individuals whose hard work and effort
all came together. They all went
down the jump and raced under
the brilliant commentary by Ken

Smith and the flag-waving starting and mastering of the racers by
James Ilesley and Malcolm Acors.
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

Newsletter Editor
Trevor Bond reflects
on the day
DG Alan said: “You have pulled
it off. You have made my day and
my year as DG. Congratulations.”
I went around the field, talked to
many people, contestants, townsfolk and visitors. And the response
was always: “Just great. Please do
it again.”

From John Kelly, past president
of the Weymouth Rotary Club
who heard about the event and
travelled up with his family from
Dorset. ” I felt that I had to contact you and congratulate your
club on what was a fabulous day.
This was Rotary at its best! I am
a past president of The Rotary
Club of Weymouth and (we are
thinking of) holding a similar
event here in Weymouth. If we

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

After
hold a Soapbox Derby, I can only
hope that we can emulate your
success.”

Great Team Effort
Michael Wade, headteacher
at Quilters Junior School said
“Thrilled to have won a prize.
Great
team
effort by
all at the
school
and our
thanks to
Rotary.
The cash
will be
spent
towards
designing an Out-Door Art Centre.
We have an indoor one but the
facility is there to involve the students in designing one outside
the classrooms.”
Above all, the reaction from those
volunteers from Billericay, Brentwood, Basildon, Chelmsford and
Wickford service clubs:
• Rotary Club of Billericay Mayflower
(continued on Page 7)
www.billericayrotary.org
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Souvenir Edition

Drag Racers’ Killer Heels

Even before the Race

Shenfield High School - Two of its Entries

The Headmaster fits in there?

Scrutineering check on the day
Page 4
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Snappptastik

Grave Danger that ...
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Souvenir Edition

Corporate Class

And the best teams
were ...
There were three classes of
competitors - Coporate, Student,
and Wacky Racers. Thanks to the
sterling efforts of our judges, the
Lord Petre and our Rotary District
Governor, Alan Clark, the judging
was completed on schedule.
The winning teams were
announced by the Rotary Club
of Billericay’s Ken Smith, and the
prizes and trophies presented by
the Stig, ably assisted by District
Governor, Alan Clark.
The Stig also responded to public
demand and sold the remaining
dozen copies of his signed book
to the crowd at the winning
enclosure.
The winners are:-www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

•

1st

•
•

2nd
3rd

Billericay Self
Storage
Always a better Way
Parabar A Team

Students’ Class
•
•
•

1st
2nd
3rd

Quilters School
Batmobile
Car 2 D 2

Wacky Racers
•
•
•

1st
2nd
3rd

Drag Racers
Round Table
Complete CARnage

Dash for Cash
The fastest three soapboxes were,
in sequence of their shortest time:
1st
Gravitas Inc
Time 30.03 seconds
2nd
Always a Better Way
Time 31.37 seconds
3rd
Quilters
Time 31.97 seconds

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

There was no need for the
competitive challenge of the
“Dash for Cash” - these fastest
three decided that they would
share the £200 prize equally
between the three of them, and
the “Always a better way” team
even decided to donate the prize
money back to the charities
supported by this Rotary event.

Raffle Winners
And our special Raffle was drawn
at the end of the Prize-giving:
• Angela Jones of Benfleet won
first prize, opting for the full
professional valet of her car,
• Sinead Viner of Billericay was
lucky enough to win both
second and third prizes - use
of a Jaguar for a weekend, and
a day for two with hospitality
at an Essex CC game this
season.
www.billericayrotary.org
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Souvenir Edition

Gates open on schedule,
and the crowds came, ... and came ... and came,
.... for a great spectacle.
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Too many to count...

Under the trees

Cheering him on

Even Dad’s Army came to join the fun

Great Expectations

Enjoying the fun

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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Souvenir Edition

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rotary Clubs of Basildon and
of Basildon Concord
Lions clubs of Billericay and of
Brentwood
Billericay Round Table and 41
Club
Rotary Club Wickford
Rotary Club of Chelmer
Bridge
The Walsh family
Churches Together

I worked on two gates with
members from Rotary Club
of Billericay Mayflower, and
with Round Table who have
46 years’ experience of their
annual Fireworks Night to make
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

everything work simply and
smoothly. Scanner is an ugly
word for me, for them…. Simples!
Gate Leader Seb said: “Leave it
to us - we know the ropes... we
are delighted to be involved.
Fast-tracking has made our job
much easier - great thinking on
your part.” That, when the two of
us were even out in London Road
urging spectators, as they spilt
over in their hundreds. we urged
them to filter
to pre-paid and
cash purchasers, right or left
to make entry
easier. Much
the same as on
all the gates.
And with our
Mayflower
colleagues:
Chatted well
with their man
Barry Howe at the last knockings
(What’s the time, Trevor – is it
3.30 yet? - “Gates Open”.) Even at
3.20 people were still pouring in
for as last look.
(continued on Page 11)
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The Soapbox Derby is over! And
this is the last newsletter we
will issue about it. Over the last
seven weeks we’ve issued a weekly
newsletter on our progress, to
involve you, to appeal to you
when we needed your help, and to
create a channel for two-way flow
of information. I hope it worked
for you - we found it invaluable.
It was a throw-away remark
“could we try to keep everybody
who is competing or helping,
informed to maintain interest”.
So we produced a “one-pager”.
The next week it was two pages,
until by week 7, it was ten pages.
Maybe we repeated too much
information, but we wanted to
include important information so
you didn’t have to search for it.
This is the final souvenir issue. We
had our own photographer, Susan
Craig-Greene, taking pictures
all day, her colleague, Peter
Michelmore, did the same, and
Billericay Round Table also had a
photographer, Simon Lee, there.
They have shared with us nearly
a thousand photographs. Who
knows how many they took!
So this final edition contains the
list of the winners of the Soapbox
Derby and the Raffle, some
personal insights from some of
our committee on running or
helping out at the event, and a
very, very, small selection from
this pool of photos. A souvenir
edition in case you want one.
I hope you enjoy it. At least you
won’t be bothered by me again for
another year!
By Peter Greene
www.billericayrotary.org
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R acing in fu l l f l ow
and the y to ok the jumps w ith e as e .....
Or di d the y ???

Round Table Fireworks Rocket - I

Round Table Fireworks Rocket - II

Dengie Roughcuts - A hairy experience

The Ant Hill Mob - Holding it together ??

Billericay Self Storage - A runaway success ?

Team Mad Lime Wives - the business has taken off..
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It w a s n’t b or i ng at a l l
this e vent is d efinitely going to
t a k e - of f !

Take Off those Killer Heels

These heels are killing me!

There is “Always a Better Way”

Ouch !

Southminster Soap Dodgers ....Ohhhhhh!
Quilters Express - That was the Roof that was !
Page 9
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There were some “interesting” incidents
but, fortunately, the drivers all walked away
in one piece.

Ski and Scuba

The PopeboxRacers - I

The PopeboxRacers - II

The Cap &Feathers - I

The Cap &Feathers - II
Page 10
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The Cap &Feathers - III
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Barry said: “This is what a great
community event should be all
about.... our clubs all working
together in aid of charity and
for the community. Billericay is
a great town and this event is a
wonderful innovation at just the
right time of the year. Christmas
Market, Summerfest … then this
to to fill in as a major event. Must
do it again next year.”
Down on the Family and Fun
area, kids, having goggled at the
karts, picked out their favourites
and then persuaded mum and
dad to let them free to enjoy the
bouncy castle and the other fun
areas, were in their element. As
one family told me: “We did not
expect all this. We came for the
racing but cannot believe how
much fun there is for everyone.”
And that after they had stood in
line patiently to buy the hot dogs,
bacon rolls, fish and chips and
been to our own club beer tent to

ensure that they were all well fed
and watered before carrying on
enjoying the day.

Rallying to the loo call
When the toilets were running out
of loo rolls, Bert French and Grace
were despatched to Waitrose to
buy more and yours truly delivered four bags full to hand out to
those waiting with legs crossed to
find relief. Suffice to say, I know

my place when duty calls. But it
was a long trek to deliver. Something to think about.
Mine was a minor role on the day.
I like to think I had done my hard
work in promoting and publishing
the event. But, on Monday, it was
impossible not to get caught up in
the atmosphere – to be told: “Gate
so-and-so needs help” So off you
went to assist. Or just be there
in case someone came up to you
and asked: “Tell me more about
Rotary.” And many did.
Winners, prizes and final figures
regarding charity money raised
will appear here or in next month’s
newsletter when all finalised. As
your newsletter editor, I can only
congratulate all my colleagues
who have made this happen
through hard work, enthusiasm
and commitment. And for supporting me when the media came
calling.... it has been a pleasure
and a delight.

Rotary Club of Billericay’s International and Foundation
Chairman, Malcolm Acors, reflects on the event.

W

hen I stood at the top of the
course and looked at 6,000
people of all ages happy, laughing
and cheering, with our inflatables
lining the track, gleaming in the
sun, with our security fencing
draped in advertising banners and

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

the track open with the first kart
flying down Thunder Road, my
heart leapt. I dared to think ..
Maybe we’ve pulled this off.
It took eight months of continuous
meetings, planning, organising, to
make it happen. Eight months of

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

our lives gone - but fortune smiled
on us, and it was worth it.
One example - even at New
Year’s Day dinner at my daughter
Natalie’s house, the subject of the
Soapbox Derby wouldn’t go away.
It was here that my son Tom came
(continued on Page 13)
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We’re feeling good right now. Not just because it’s over, but for the many
enthusiastic and genuine messages of thanks we’ve received.
Here are just a few from competitors, helpers and spectators.
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and left them clamouring for more.

Club President Ed Harrison - I did not feel very well on 2nd May but I was the Club President and had to
be there! I was really impressed with how seamlessly the various Clubs worked together, and when I saw the
enthusiasm and excitement in the pits and around the ramp, I knew that we were on to a winner.
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up with the idea of the inflatables.
He’d found a place in China that
makes them, and .... they had a
UK agent! Very expensive, but
what a boon they were on the day
- so much easier to install, and so
easy to dismantle - much quicker
and easier than hundreds of straw
bales! And no cleaning up!
And the benefits don’t stop there,
we hope to recover the costs
and generate some income for
our charities in the year ahead.
I’ve already been approached
by two world class companies
that are considering them as an
advertising opportunity, and we
will also hire them out to other
clubs running a similar event.

The burden of responsibility has
been a crushingly heavy weight
on the shoulders of the organising
committee and in my case at least,
at the moment that first soapbox
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
www twitter com/BillericyRotary

finished its
run, the weight
started to lift. It
was a feeling of
elation.
Then the walkie
talkie started
to call, and it
didn’t stop all
day. Committee
members were
on-site for over
fourteen hours
and I must have
put in 18 hours without a break
- I only had two Hot Cross Buns
during the whole day.

You might ask, “Was it worth it?”
“Yes, you bet it was!”
“Could I do it again?”
I’d certainly do my best and
try my hardest. Like me, my
fellow members of our team,
the hard working committee of
the Soapbox Derby, are all worn
out, ..... but elated that it went so
well.
Time quickly heals and and if we
put this event on next year, the
ground is already broken, and it
will be much easier to organise. It
would be hugely satisfying for our

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
www facebook com/BillericayRotary

club, the Rotary Club of Billericay,
to deliver another great day to our
town of Billericay - something to
be proud of.
But we didn’t do it alone, and I
want to honour all of the other
service clubs in Billericay and the
surrounding towns for their help.
Firstly, as
successful as
it was, our
committee,
and the other
members of our
club, could not
have pulled it
off without the
active support of
all the members
of those other
clubs who came
along to help on the day.
Secondly, we had invaluable
help in the planning of the event
from individuals in other clubs
who provided us with advice
and expertise to help us resolve
the issues we faced, and took
responsibility for their areas of
expertise on the day.
This event has not only bought
all of the service clubs in the
area together, it has triggered the
imagination of the general public.
It has excited them and left them
wanting more.
www.billericayrotary.org
www
billericayrotary org
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The Winners - Left to Right:
Corporate - Billericay Self Storage; Student - Quilters Junior School;
Wacky Racers - Drag Racers; Fastest Soapbox - Gravitas

The Stig and two of the prize-winners:
The Drag Racers
The Fastest Soapbox - Gravitas
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Rotary Club of Billericay‘s Vice-President and Treasurer, Mike Sinclair,
reflects on his day at the Races

M

alcolm had said he would
open the field at Sun Corner
at 5.00am so I thought I would
arrive at 5.10am just to ensure that
it would be open.
I drove into the field to see a
small band of men and women
moving purposefully in different
directions in the dawn. Vehicles
both large and small started
arriving in a steady stream.
Soapboxes, the product of
months of work and talk, started
to appear in the pits. The teams
were erecting their camps and
reviewing the “opposition”.
The inflatables had been spread
up and down the track on either
side of the road, and the inflating
process was beginning - following
down the line of crowd control
barriers. The PA system was being

place in the secure location with
Michael Ginn, our able cashier.
The miracle of converting an
public road and adjoining field
into a fully functioning venue had
been completed in 4 hours.
I received the occasional
summons from all and sundry
because they thought I could
help with their problems, and
sometimes I could, .... and
sometimes I couldn’t. The influx
of spectators started and before
very long Gate 2 called for more
programmes to sell and more
coins to enable them to give
change.

Money, Money, Money.

laid out the length and breadth
of the track. Banners were being
diligently tied to the barriers.
Hi-vis marshals began to appear
all over the field in small groups
and making their way to HQ for
instruction and thewalkie-talkies.
Having loaded the boxes of
entrance programmes onto a
trailer for distribution to the
gates around the field, I took my
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

I could supply the first, but despite
carefully planning how large a
“float” we would need, the flood
of early visitors overwhelmed
our supply at some gates, and we
had very quickly run perilously
low, which resulted in in a frantic
tour of the shops in the High
Street to beg for assistance. I was
in the main well received and
people did what they could but,
as I was told more than once,
they had been caught out by the
unexpected volume of trade and
did not have enough to run their
own business let alone supply my

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

needs. We scrimped and scraped
and managed to get through. Our
cashier and I did what we needed
to do throughout the day, hardly
looking up to see the daylight and
certainly not seeing the attraction
of the day -the soapboxes racing
down Thunder Road.
When the proceedings came to a
conclusion and the Stig made the
very gracious presentations to the
winners, I joined the remaining
throng to cheer.

What was the Stig’s reaction?
“A big well done to you and
all your team for developing
and organising a fun day and a
successful fundraising.”
The next two or three hours saw
the same troop of worker ants
taking the structures apart until
everything was back to how it had
been at 5.00am.
I had to rub my eyes and
persuade myself that I had not
been dreaming.
There was certainly no evidence
that anything had happened other
than the first complimentary
messages about the event and the
day, which served to confirm that
it had not been a figment of my
imagination.“
www.billericayrotary.org
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Team No
3
5
6
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
18
19
20
21
22
27
28
29
34
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
54
55
56
57
59
60
61
62
63
64
68
69
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Team Name
Toomey Soapbox Dodgers
The Q-Xpress
Billericay Round Table Fireworks
Ant Hill Mob
The Popebox Racers
The Batmobile
The Two James’
Snappptastik
ParaBar ‘A’ Team
ADS Autos
2nd Class Male
Grave Danger
Ashton & Charters Thunder Road
#BecauseRaceCar
The Mello Yello
Always a Better Way
Nine to Five
Liney’s Legends
Billericay Self Storage
The Drag Racers
Crash Team Racing
Craft Beer Racing
Soapicorn Racing
Adrenaline Adventurers
The Jemms
Gravitas Inc
Nemo
The Essex Bobsleigh Team
The Overtakers
Cap & Feathers
Ski and Scuba
Team Mad Lime Wives
Thorndon Wheelers
Southminster Soap Dodgers
Quick Release Racing
Car 2 D 2
Stupid Boys
Genesis Fire
Complete CARnage
The Golden Shower
Saint Helena Sentinel Flyer
Dengie Roughcuts
Soap on a Rope
Alex Taylor
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

Team Captain
Jamie Colman
Michael Wade
Shea Kelly
Adam Stewart
Michael Wallis
Kane Oliver
James Ilesley
Mark Benson
Sam Osborne
Adam Rust
Ray Mosley
Gary Knight
Mark Reeve
Andrew Wilkins
Lee Mason
Ben Martins
Martin Harris
David Liney
Edward Nation
Scott King
Graeme Sargood
Ben Jopson-Smith
Mark Bishop
Thomas Bartlett
Julie Lloyd-Gane
Robert Gibson
Luke Bland
Lee Lines
Richard Yeldham
Peter Colgate
Richard Lunnon
Mark McPherson
Andy Wylie
Gary Bray-Webb
James Dansey
Ka Chawoush-Heath
James Lambert
Paul Richards
Tony Cooper
Jon Chaproniere
Richard Wallis
Ray Kempen
Dom Randall
Alex Taylor
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Driver
Bobby Winzar
Michael Wade
Kevin Mesnard
Adam Stewart
Joseph Smith
Kane Oliver
James Ilesley
Ben Thompson
Karim Aly-Khan
Adam Rust
Gavin Walsh
Harry Mosley
Lee Scott
Andrew Wilkins
Tom Acors
Craig Salter
Jon Hare
David Liney
Scott Draper
Steve Sawyer
Graeme Sargood
James Driver
Russell Shipton
Thomas Bartlett
Matt Dechamps
Macauley Walsh
Carl Jones
George Williams
James Morris
Sean Cole
Harry Lunnon
Geoff Thorpe
Andy Cornish
Jack Webb
Dave Slawson
Tom Donoghue
Stewart Asher
?
Tony Barham
Paul Beesely
Matthew Wallis
R Moul
Chris Thame
?
www.billericayrotary.org
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Mo r e p r i z e - w i n n e r s
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Wa c k y R a c e r s w i n n e r s - T h e D r a g R a c e r s “K i l l e r He e l s”
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The original Plan - one last look
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