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A

t time of writing our Spectacular Soapbox Derby is only a
few days away. Our efforts this year
have been to replicate the marvellous financial result of last year
but, at the same time provide an
improved event experience for our
community.
Not long to wait to discover if the
additional costs have been worthwhile. While ticket sales at some
of our retail
outlets seem
slow currently, inevitably

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

purchases are left until the last
minute, so it is difficult to gauge
our progress.
We are most grateful to Sue and
Lance at the Railway Hotel who
stepped in late in the day to fill vacancy rising in our nominated retail
outlets. Response when I delivered
a batch of tickets for sale there was:
always happy to help where we can
for a community event.”
Our promotional team braved
the High Street again on April 22
following a bit of a recce by Carol
Rothon, Liz Sinclair and Wendy
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Greene distributing fliers on the
Thursday before. Incredibly, there
are still people who do not seem to
know about the event. Perhaps they
need to get out more!
I was proud that such a strong
group turned out to publicise the
derby and sell tickets in one part of
the High Street whilst, in another
part, a strong team supplemented
by Gillian Wood were running the
‘Know Your Blood Pressure’ day along with the
help of volunteer nurses.
At the beginning of my
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President’s Message (continued)
presidential year I expressed the
wish to continue with activities
which have a service emphasis.
This was just the sort of day I had
hoped for. Many thanks for all
those who have their time and
effort. Long may you continue to
do so.

Unanimous Decision
Inside there is a four-page spread
on the RIBI Conference from
April 7-9 in Manchester. I attended along with Peter Greene,
Patrick, Roger and our partners.
On the Friday Peter and I collected the Rotary GBI award for
Best Club Bulletin from RIBI
president Eve Conway. The result
had been a unanimous decision
by the judges. Our editor, Trevor
Bond was not able to be there but

I presented the award to him at
a subsequent club meeting and,
in his acceptance speech, Trevor
thanked everyone who had made
the award possible, in particular,
Peter Greene for his photography and technical assistance and
Tom and Malcolm Acors for the
fine quality colour printing. I was
overjoyed to bask in the glory
earned by others,That evening
we eight enjoyed a convivial meal
and a musical show of Las Vegas
Legends
Peter and I attended the business
meeting for the voting on resolutions and it was interesting to
see at a number were defeated or
withdrawn. It was apparant that
there was a move to make RIBI
run along more business lines

but, possibly at the expense of the
comfortable friendly organisation
with which we are so familiar. I,
for one, was not keen to be considered as part of a membership
sales team for Rotary and the setting of club targets for recruiting
new members which gets largely
ignored. It is symptomatic of the
contradiction that is Rotary.
Much mention was made of the
power of Rotary when all individual Rotarians act in a concerted
way and there seemed a slight
frustration that this power could
not be harnessed. The most celebrated use was in the campaign
to end polio now which, rightly
received considerable coverage.
Read it all in this award-winning
publication.

K n o w Yo u r B l o o d Pr e s s u r e
Testing Time For
Nurses and Shoppers

caused delay at
the busiest times.
The area became
very congested
and not everyone was willing
to wait long after
having completed their shopping, which did
affect the total
number of tests
carried out.”

R

otary International Great
Britain and Ireland (RIBI)
are committed supporters of the
Know Your Blood Pressure campaign and won a Life After Stroke
Award in 2014 in recognition of
this contribution. Together, the
Stroke Association and RIBI have
organised Know Your Blood Pressure events for thirteen years.
2016 was the best year yet with
nearly 2,000 Know Your Blood

Waitrose Duty Manager Steve King
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Pressure testing events taking
place across the UK. We met this
Rotary commitment to participate
in the Know Your Blood Pressure
Day on April 22. at Waitrose.
Norman Bishop, with Ed Harrison, Gillian Wood and Margaret Fowler, with the presence of
voluntary nurses to do the checks,
were on hand at Waitrose in the
High Street to conduct the survey
and carry out the tests.
Norman says: The nurses were
excellent in their counselling for
the referrals. This took time and

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

The results;
t Urgent follow-up to see GP in
one week - 8
t Routine follow-up , GP in one
month - 19
t No action - 45
t Total tests - 72
The club will send an official letter
of thanks to the nurses, one of
whom was male this year. Norman presented him with a box of
chocolates in appreciation and a
bouquet of flowers will be sent to
nurse Cepta.
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Soapbox 2017 Diar y
C o u nt d o w n - Ju s t 5 d ay s t o g o !

O
Entry List is now closed!

ur regular monthly status
follows below.

We have had 68 entries but now
9 cancellations, so the number of
Soapboxes running stands (excuse
the pun) at 59!
The new on-line facility to register
for next year’s event is open.

Management of the process
Our small management committee has been joined by representatives from Billericay Lions, Round
Table, and the Rotary Club of
Billericay Mayflower, who provide us with valuable advice and
experience.

Insurance
Full insurance for the event has
been agreed.

Manpower
Thanks to the help of the other
Billericay, Basildon, and Wickford
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Service Clubs, we have people allocated to all the tasks which need
to be done before, during and after
the event. If we haven’t contacted
you and you can help, please contact us as soon as possible.

Newsletters
Eight weekly Soapbox Derby
newsletters have been distributed
to all entrants, helpers, committee
members, and the Press.

High Street Publicity
Thanks to all the members who
have helped at our regular stand
on Saturdays in Billericay High
Street. It continues to attract
almost universally favourable
comments from passers-by and
generate ticket sales. Thanks
again to Roger Kettle for organising the stand and Malcolm Acors
for the “Soapboxes, Leaflets and
transportation”. We are using the

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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new “Rotary Club of Billericay”
gazebo to ensure the club has the
credit for organizing the event.

Club Public Image
We have received 12 large banners
(3.5 metre by 2 metre) to cover the
large fencing at the top and bottom of the track. In addition, the
40 “wraps” or “sleeves” to fit round
the megaflatables “sausages”
which line the track, are all ready.
All with Rotary Club of Billericay
emblazoned on them .

Facebook & Twitter
We continue to get favourable
Facebook comments and our
Tweets “Re-tweeted” providing
valuable publicity to a large and
growing audience.

Banners
Thanks to Roger’s efforts, sales
have already exceeded those of last
year at over £4500.

www.billericayrotary.org
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Team Focus - Quick Release Automotive
Hacksaw Dan –
A Man
Without Fear

N

ote the name Hacksaw.... he’s
the fall guy who has volunteered to drive the Quick Release
Automotive soapbox down Thunder Road on May 1, 2017 as 59
soapboxes crash down the track
for our second Soapbox Derby.

Real name: Dan Baker.
As team manager James Dansey
reports: “The guy is utterly without fear, nuance, tact, grace,
elegance, sophistication, style,
humour or refinement – just the
perfect candidate to try to coerce
our machine down the hill.”
“Hacksaw got his name by breaking the teeth off a hacksaw blade
on his first attempt at cutting steel.
Since when we have been able to
cut every remaining piece of the
Soapbox frame using only one
other hacksaw blade which still
has all its teeth intact!
“We are a group of friends and
colleagues who work for a product data management company
- hence the name, Quick Release
Automotive – that must make us
a guaranteed fast start. We all live
in and around the area and this is
our second attempt attending your
spectacular event”
Page 4

He adds: “We love racing first and
foremost. Had a great time last
year and could not pass up another opportunity to endanger the life
of a dear friend.”
Design: This year, as James admits:
“A bit of a team/committee effort
– all collaborating. We wanted to
learn some new skills so we’re going for a tubular space-frame for
the MK11. Key design point for us
this year is ground clearance.

Our last one was designed to look
like a Can-Am racer – far too low
for the jumps. This time – a higher
ride height and a driver with a
more padded backside.”
Who builds it? “Committee
basically”, says James. “Our captain, Neil Haslam is very much
the chief engineer. He has built
and restored old cars and bikes for
many years.

The rest of us learn as we go
and our special thanks to Linda
Haslam for keeping us topped
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up with tea and coffee and
gracious for letting us use the
Haslam Industrial Research and
Development Facility!”
James adds: “Broadly we are
desk-jockeys who work on
the engineering side, helping
engineers do engineering at the
Ford site at Dunton.
We have all learned engineering
through a process of osmosis as
opposed to expensive degrees. But
we do have degrees in PhD and
MSc in Engineering which should
set us in good stead.“
As one team member explained:
“We do have a town councillor on
the team but he chose not to drive
in case he hit a pothole.” We hear
you, councillor!
James sends a message to all competitors and spectators. “Come
along and have your photo taken
in the Soapbox or just to say “Hi”.
It’s a fantastic event and probably
the best gravity-powered competition in the predominantly flat
County of Essex.
“Thanks to the Rotary Club for
putting this event together again
and good luck to all competitors.”
PS: Our apologies in advance to
spectators hit by flying Soapbox
parts – or indeed flying driver
parts.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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S o ap b ox D e r b y 2 0 1 7 - P u b l i c Im a g e
We continued to get good Press from local Newspapers and radio,
with interviews broadcast on
Phoenix FM, Chelmsford Community Radio, Gateway97.8, and BBC Essex
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Sp e a ke rs’ C or ne r
Meeting Educational Needs In Zanzibar

W

hen, in our teenage
schooldays, if we had had
something called a gap year,
where would we have chosen to
go? Suspect that Zanzibar, the
island territory off the east coast
of Africa might have come low on
the list – possibly heard of it only
in a geography lesson.
That’s where Molly Sun Wai will
be heading for three months from
end of May to August as a volunteer for VSO – Voluntary Service
Overseas – before she returns to
take up her place at Manchester
University to study medicine.
Molly, 18, Billericay girl and former pupil at King Edward Grammar School (KEGS) at Chelmsford, has taken up the challenge in
a party of like students to tackle
poverty but, especially, education
needs in Zanzibar.
Why Zanzibar?
“It was the name that came out of
the hat,” she said simply when addressing club members on Monday, April 3.
Molly was responding to our invitation on the basis that we would
help with a donation of £200 to
VSO.

Helping People
Two years ago, Molly did some
voluntary work in Kenya. “They
were some of the happiest people
I have met in my life,” she said. “It
made me want to do more, to go
back, to help people.”
She posed some True or False
questions to members. Three
True answers were:
t *O"TJB"GSJDBNPSFQFPQMF
have mobile phones than toilets
t &JHIUPGUIFXPSMETSJDIFTUNFO
are worth more than the entire
population of Africa
t 0GDPVOUSJFTXJUIPVUBEFquate schooling, only two are
not in the sub-Saharan area.

“Zanzibar is officially a placement
of Tanzania,” Molly told us. “The
language is Swahili but their people lack educational knowledge
and skills which is why, through
the UN , the government and
DFID who are basically sponsoring our visit , they need help such
as we hope to provide. Above all,

youth unemployment. Which is
why they need student help.”
Molly admits that she does not
know what she will find when she
gets there. “I am a Christian, “she
said, “ but they have their own
religions. I will have to accept that.
I’m just so proud to be supporting
them.”
Molly has agreed to return at a later date to report on her VSO visit.
Page 6
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Sp e a ke rs’ C or ne r
Membership A Mountain To Climb

R

otary Foundation might be
celebrating its hundredth
birthday but, as Nick Sillitoe, District Governor-Elect, pointed out
at lunch on April 10, Rotary is still
“a bit of a baby”.
Nick, a past president of the Rotary Club of Billericay Mayflower,
addressing us under a general
heading of Rotary Past, Present
and Future posed the “history”
question: How did Rotary get its
name? Answer, through founder
Paul Harris “rotating meetings
between different locations”. And
the current motto, ‘Service Above
Self ’ was not adopted until sometime later.

was “a mountain to climb” where
membership was concerned.
Statistics showed the average age
of active Rotarians was 73. “In our
club, Mayflower, we have recently
recruited some younger members
and our average age has dropped
to sixty three. Overall, however,
membership is in a downward
spiral.”

Fewer Women
Why? “In the first year of joining
Rotary, ten per cent leave for one

reason or another, “ said Nick,
adding that fewer women were
joining – the average of women
members in Rotary is just 23%.
“I believe the reason is ignorance,
and it’s our fault. We don’t tell the
outside world what we do. How
many people in the street know
what Rotary is? Not a lot. As
readers of the Rotary News in the
Billericay Gazette will know, we
have just agreed to form a satellite club at Mayflower – younger
people who, currently, don’t have
the time to commit themselves
fully to Rotary. It is a small step
forward.”
So what can clubs do to “sell” Rotary? “Projects like your SoapBox
Derby raise the profile, as does
getting involved with humanitarian aid and major projects. The
Rotary International incoming
president wants every Rotarian worldwide to plant a tree in
2017/18. Nick is investigating if
the district can do it as a whole
together, in conjunction with the
Woodland Trust later this year - a
Rotary wood!
Above all, we have a duty to
spread the word about what we
do”, he said.

The Question of the Day
Then came the “today” question.
“How well are we doing?”
He cited the End-Polio campaign
as a success story. “When Rotary launched that campaign there
were 350,000 cases in 125 countries. In 2017 there are currently
only FIVE. We hope to soon see
the end.”
On the down-side, he said there
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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2 0 1 7 R o t a r y G B & I C on fe r e n c e

Stan Keller, Patrick & Carol, Sarah & Roger,Liz & Mike, Wendy & Peter, DG Terry Dean

Public Image - Mike and Peter

Public Image - Mike, President Eve & Peter

Opening Ceremony - President Eve Conway

Young Citizen Awards

Page 8
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2 0 1 7 R o t a r y G B & I C on fe r e n c e
Only One Word For It – Inspirational !
wives and partners. In terms of
value, this year’s conference was as
enjoyable as ever.
Highlight of the three days? For
us, it had to be Mike and Peter
accepting the national RIBI award
for the best Club publication. In
receiving the award on stage, they
were also representing editor Trevor Bond and printing manager
Tom Acors - a proud moment for
the club and deserved recognition
for all the hard work they, along
with Peter, had put in to make it
such a professional publication.

Humour and Pathos

...and that
goes for our
Carol too!

S

adly, at the 2017 RIBI Conference in Manchester, they did
not give out an award for best
organised Rotary Club arrangements. Had they done so, it would
have been unanimous in going to
our own Carol Rothon.
As Roger Kettle points out: “I’m
not sure who initiated the idea
of the Greenes (Peter & Wendy),
Kettles (Roger & Sarah), Rothons
(Patrick & Carol) and Sinclairs
(Mike & Liz) going but we all
owe a big thank you to Carol for
sorting out the excellent hotel and
restaurants all within walking distance of the Convention Centre.
The Centre was the old Manchester rail station and large enough to
house the 1600 Rotarian delegates,

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

Again, this year the speakers were
inspirational, reminding us of our
organisations and why we should
support its particular aims and
objectives whether on a national,
district, club or individual basis.

As professional people they combine facts with humour, pathos
and examples of endeavour and
bravery. As I say.... inspiring!
They included actress Virginia
McKenna of the Virginia McKenna/ Bill Travers Born Free
Foundation, Ade Adepitan,
international Paralympic athlete –
overcoming effects of polio, Eric
Knowles, antiques expert extolling

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

the virtues of Purple Crocus in the
drive to eradicate polio, Martin
Bell, former BBC journalist and
MP on the work of UNICEF in the
world’s trouble spots and Russell
Grant, astrologer, on the need to
support
research
into the
cure for
Alzheimer’s and
Dementia.
But the conference didn’t only
have public celebrities speaking, it
opened with interesting speeches
from Rotary leaders such as by
RIBI President Eve Conway, followed by Manchester’s Lord Mayor, Councillor Carl Austin-Behan.
Rotary International Vice-President Jennifer Jones replaced President John Germ and talked about
our End Polio campaign and
Rotary’s core values. Zena Coles,
president, gave an impassioned
talk about Inner Wheel. As she
put it, research has shown that the
best thing for men is a happy marriage, while, for women, is to have
many women friends - you’ve
guessed it - in Inner Wheel!
Then inspirational members of the
public took over, with presentations by Alison Baum for “Best
beginnings” dedicated to reducing inequalities in child health
through the use of smartphone
“Apps”.
A Scottish (continued on page 11)
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2 0 1 7 R o t a r y G B & I C on fe r e n c e

A few Rotarians came to the conference!

President Eve Conway opens the Conference

President Eve Conway and RI VP Jennifer Jones

Purple 4 Polio Teddy Bears win some converts

Yo u n g C i t i z e n s Aw a r d Wi n n e r s 2 0 1 6 / 1 7

Stop Me & Buy One Blueberry Purple4Polio Ice Cream
Page 10
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Rtn. Michael Angelo Caruso - Inspirational Speaker
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2017 Rotary GB & I Conference (continued)
Rotary club appeared exalting us
to “stop them and buy one” and
order “Purple4Polio” blueberry
ripple ice cream - fancy some of
that? Chris Jones spoke about
the “Rise Against Hunger” charity
which delivers healthy meal packs
to Africa, and Luke Addison
Chairman of Rotaract in Great
Britain and Ireland Chairman
spoke very impressively about his
experience in joining Rotaract,
and the work it was doing. Talking
of inspiration, the Rotary 2017
Young Citizens Awards session
highlighted what a contribution
to the community many young
people do make.
The BBC picked up the positive
nature of this ten-year Rotary initiative. They screened the award
ceremony live from the conference
with presenter Ellie Crisell and

covered the event with award winning interviews on national TV.
The nature of the youngsters, their
achievements and the way they
spoke and conducted themselves
was genuinely impressive.

musical entertainment provided
by Tom Jones, Barbara Streisand
and Frank Sinatra weren’t really
Tom Jones, Barbara Streisand and
Frank Sinatra, but their lookalikes were very good. So were

Meaningful Message
A very different presentation was
by Michael Angelo Caruso (there’s
a name to conjure with!), a Rotarian from Michigan. Successful in
business, he has built a nationwide
reputation as a presentation skills
lecturer or as he prefers – teacher.
The audience appreciated his humour but also took on his relevant
and meaningful message about
how we present ourselves and
Rotary to the public at large.
No conference is complete without social company – and a bit of
party spirit. Not too much spirit
that we failed to realise that the

the last night Show Stoppers from
West End and Broadway musicals.
There was also something happening in one of our hotel bedrooms each night before going out
to dinner. Just evening drinks,
folks.... just evening drinks! We
can recommend it – the whole
conference weekend, that is.

It’s not just Fun, there was business too!

W

hile some who shall be
nameless explored the
shopping possibilities in Manchester, and others were motivated by
Michael Angelo Caruso, some of
us represented the club at the RIBI
Business Meeting.
Our first experience of this, and
we were very impressed by the
organisation and the technology
involved - we each had electronic
tablets with keys representing, Yes,
No, or Abstain. And there were
remote delegates voting on-line
too. The process and the technology worked extremely well!

Strong Feelings
The first items of business were
L-O-N-G presentations on the
Annual Report and accounts,
and the need for new members
(an impassioned appeal, but not
anything we hadn’t heard before).
Then to the resolutions and the
votes. Members can see the resolutions and results on the right,
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

but to pick out a few which generated the most debate:
1. Subscriptions
There were impassioned arguments in favour of an amendment to maintain annual
subscriptions at £52 because
to increase it would drive
members away and make it
more difficult to recruit new
members. Despite this, the
amendment was rejected
and the proposed increases
to £60, £62, and £65 in the
next three years was approved.
2. Annual Conference
The proposal to reduce costs
by adopting a new format
with fewer, if any, outside
speakers, was rejected.
Conference has lost money
for the last five years and
something needed to be
done. But members were
critical that no firm pro-

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

posal for what a new format
would look like was presented,
and many members confirmed
the benefits they believed
many received from the current format of conference.

www.billericayrotary.org
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Public Image Awards - 2017
what pleasure and gratification
too.

Reservations?
But We Went
For It And Won!

Two out of four

N

ational Public Image Awards
- Enter? Who Us? That was
club members’ first thoughts when
Stan Keller, our District Public
Image chairman first circulated
all the clubs in the district at end
of January, that Rotary in Great
Britain and Ireland was holding a
national competition for the best
Public Image projects. There were
five categories including Best Online Presence, best club Bulletin,
Best District Magazine and best
Public Relations Project, and best
District online presence (no winner in 2017).
We are proud of what we do but
with the Soapbox Derby and other
initiatives, did we have time to
prepare anything? Our Newsletter editor and webmaster were
intrigued, but thought not - it was
a step too much with everything
else which was going on.

sat together to sort out the past issues of the newsletter (three were
required) which best exemplified
it, wrote the submission letter and
explanations, and sent it all off to
Rotary before the deadline.
At the same time, they were able
to collate information on Our
Website, Facebook and Twitter usage, plus the presentation made by
Peter to other clubs on how to use
on-line presence. And this was
sent off by email on the same day.

RIBI Conference

It’s never too late
Step in President Mike Sinclair!
Prompted by a reminder from
Stan Keller and from our PR guru
Trevor Bond, Mike decided we
should have a go.
But how? and who? and when?
and what with? It was already
February 22, and all submissions
had to be received by February 28,
and in the case of the bulletin, in
physical form. Mike overcame Peter’s initial reservations and they
Page 12

The awards were due to be presented at the conference in front
of all the delegates. Be there on
Friday at 10.40 for a rehearsal,
said an email. So Mike and Peter
duly turned up at the Public
Image stand but, nobody there.
No other winners, ... and nobody
from the conference team. After
a quarter of an hour, the other
award winners arrived, as did the
Public Image co-ordinator (his
phone had failed and he’d had to
go to get it fixed). Into the conference centre and up on the stage,
accompanied by our district’s
Stan Keller, who wanted photos
for the front cover of the District
Magazine. That’s when we learnt
that the “online presence” category had been won by the Rotary
Club of Clacton. Two out of four
awards won by our District 1240!

It’s a winner!
Imagine our surprise when we
were notified in late March that
the club had won the best bulletin
award. Not so lucky with the online presence submission, but one
out of two isn’t bad!
Keep it under your hat! Don’t tell
anybody! the stress of it all .... but,

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

What about the rehearsal? Your
reserved seats will be here! You
will be called onto the stage at
4.28 p.m. in the right sequence.
You enter here. You receive the
award and have the photo taken!
You leave by here! Instructions
received - off to a bite of lunch and
back for the start of Conference.
The conference started on time
but shortly after the due time we
mounted the stage, received the
certificate and the award from
RIBI President Eve Conway, posed
for photos, and then back to our
seats. Two minutes and it was all
over!

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

(continued on next Page)
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Public Image Awards - 2017 (continue d)
(continued from Page 11)

Back at Home
But that wasn’t all. Our Editor,
Trevor Bond wasn’t at the confer-

ence, so come Monday April 10,
President Mike arranged a special ceremony at our regular club
meeting where he handed over the

award and certificate to our
editor.
For his reaction, and photographs
of the event, see below.

A n A w a r d We A l l S h a r e

T

his may come as a surprise to
members and all concerned.
From someone who, as my dear
wife Jan tells me constantly: You
talk a lot but you do not listen.
True. I cannot argue with that.
So when I was informed that our
monthly newsletter had won an
award for 2016/7 I immediately
assumed “Great”– same as last
year, the 1240 District Award. I
had forgotten that I had suggested
to president Mike that we should
enter our newsletter and website.
Not bad. I like to think that the
newsletter team had kept the Club
in the frontline. Then I was alerted by another Rotarian and best
friend P.... O..., but shall be nameless: “Trevor, you do realise, do
you, that you have won the biggest
prize of all – the UK and Ireland
national best production.”
Praise from the above and a Rotarian par excellence! Only then
did it hit me. An achievement. Not
for me but for the Club.
As a journalist for almost 50
years, I won an award or two as a
paid professional. None of them,
when I look back, has given me so
much gratification and delight as
being the team-leader of the RIBI

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

prize-winning National Club Publication – our monthly newsletter.
I stress team leader since, as the
editor I will be seen to take most
credit. That is far from the case.
The newsletter which, like Topsy,
has grown from its initiation four
years (and four past presidents)
ago, and from four pages to often
now sixteen, is not just my work.
I edit the words, choose the headlines, good, bad and downright
silly at times, but what members
and now many others outside the
Club see is a product which could
not exist as it does without the
expertise of others. Peter Greene
and his technical genius (and I
do not use the word lightly) in
making it look so professional and
Malcolm and Tom Acors for their
printing skills and enthusiasm.
We have combined to earn us the
decision of a select RIBI panel of
judges after whittling down more
than seventy entries to a short list
of eight – and finally our humble
effort as their unanimous choice.
We thank them sincerely.

Small Is Beautiful
Nor would it have got this far
without the blessing of past president Keith Wood. When Peter and
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I took the idea to Keith to produce
a newsletter worthy of our Club
and to raise its profile, Keith’s
response was understandably cautious but said: “Let’s give it a go.”
Four years on, Keith can, I hope,
take some pride for that decision.
As surely must all the Club members who have supported it, contributed to it and praised it over
those four years. I have always
argued that we are a small club
but one which punches above its
weight – the success of the Soapbox Derby proves that.
There is a saying that Small is
Beautiful. It feels like that right
now. The Derby and the newsletter have something in the
common. The Club has possibly
created two “monsters”, something
so good and so large that you
hope and pray they will not only
stand the test of time but grow
and grow.
There is no reason why not because, like all the members, I share
the determination and the enthusiasm to keep Our Club in the
forefront of Rotary achievements.
As editor, I thank my team, as a
colleague, I thank you all.
By Trevor Bond
www.billericayrotary.org
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Billericay Club News
Kids Out

have been asked to provide some
menu proposals.

Visitors to our shores

S

T

his regular annual event takes
place on Wednesday June
14 when we again visit Tropical
Wings, in South Woodham Ferrers.with over 30 children.
This year we will be meeting and
greeting more children from the
Thriftwood School for disadvantaged children than ever. School
KIds Out organiser, Laura Bazley
tells us: “ We have two new pupils arriving and they will be here
in time to be with us on the day.
That makes thirty-seven children,
aged 7-11 and we will have thirteen adults helping them.
“As always, the children are already excited about the day. No
doubt the meerkats and the butterflies will be an attraction again
and we have signed up for one of
the zoo’s Discovery Programmes.
“Now we have our fingers crossed
for good weather again.”
The Club, as usual, has organised
the coach pick-up and return,
T-shirts and caps, traditionally
with Kids Out and Rotary logos
and will also arrange the picnic
lunch.

A Foundation to build
upon

S

ave the Date - July 31. This
year is the 100th anniversary
of the formation of Rotary’s own
Charity, the Rotary Foundation.
We are investigating the possibility
of a buffet meal at Billericay
Cricket Club on that day in aid
of the Charity. This would be for
club members, partners, friends
in other local clubs, and hopefully
District officials. The caterers
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eptember will see the arrival
of Rotarians from our four
twinned clubs of Alba, Ovada,
Beausoleil and Karlshamn for the
annual double triangular reunion.
This year, the visit is being hosted
by the Rotary Club of Basildon.
We thank Malcolm Acors, our
International chairman, for all the
effort he has put into developing
a model itinerary for their
visit, including potential visits,
accommodation and costings
which he has provided to the
Rotary Club of Basildon and
which they have now shared with
the visiting clubs.
The plan is for a barbecue at
Brook Lodge on the first evening,
a visit to Cambridge on the Friday
and to London on the Saturday
including a visit to the Houses of
Parliament hosted by Basildon’s
MP, and a Thames lunch time
cruise on the Saturday, with a Gala
dinner that evening.
The visit is planned for September
14 - 17, a week before the
next District Conference in
Winchester.

A Winter Challenge
To Meet Santa ?
Steve Cartwright, the new national
RIBI Kids Out Day organiser
has come up with a new idea – a
winter Kids Out Day.
He says: “The traditional June
Rotary Kids Out Day has been
taking place on the second
Wednesday in June for the past 26
years. So, why not a winter event?”
He has received many enquires
relating to a possible similar
“Day Out” in December 2017.
A number of clubs have been
organising events to take place
on the first Tuesday in December,
although this date is flexible.

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

“Will your Club be interested in
taking such an event on?” He asks.
“The weather in December usually
dictates an indoor event. So why
not take a Kids Out party to a
pantomime, a show, a Meet Santa
for Lunch etc. It might limit
numbers, but, would allow the
opportunity for as many children
as possible to enjoy something
of Christmas when, perhaps,
ordinarily, that would not be so.”
Costing: Kids Out for their part
will give £5.00 for every child
attending. Plus, an opportunity
to receive a present from Santa.
Registration and ordering any
baseball caps is online. For further
information, see link http://www.
Kids Out.org.uk/what-we-do/
national-rotary-Kids Out-day/
to view ‘Kids Out Rotary Video’
covering the June and December
Fun Days. All is in hand for the
June 14 Kids Out Day at Tropical
Wings Zoo (see above).
I will refer this idea to the
Club’s Service committee
for consideration although I
appreciate it would come at a very
busy time for the club. I support
the idea and would be happy to
consider the organisation if club
members want to do this.
By Trevor Bond

President’s Day

T

his year we will combine
President’s Day with our
formal Handover Meeting.
President Mike is proposing to
host club members and partners
at his house on July 3 we look
forward to hearing further details.

A Night out?

M

embers are ever anxious
to enjoy a social event partners and friends - for a meal,
an outing, a theatre show.
We will be looking at this after the
Soapbox Derby with the objective
of an outing in the Autumn.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

www.billericayrotary.org

Other Clubs’ Ne ws
event is a 10 mile run and a two
mile Fun Run organised each year
by Chelmsford Mildmay. This
year the event will be held on
Sunday May 14, 2017 at 11.00 14.00, starting at Great Baddow
Recreation Ground, CM1 9RL.

Rotary Club of Billericay
Mayflower
Our daughter club celebrates
its 27th Charter Anniversary
on April 29, 18.45-23.30 with a
formal dinner. Black tie.
It looks like a great event. Danny
Lovey (from that club) has asked
for our help from 7.15 until 9 a.m.
approximately, in stewarding the
charities/community groups onto
the Town Square.

Rotary Club of Chelmsford
Rotary Club of Brentwood
The club is holding a Charity Quiz
on Friday May 19, 2017 at 17.15
- 22.15. The Sponsored CharityLittle Havens Hospice.

Our mother club celebrates its
90th Anniversary with a special
celebration Dinner and President’s
Night on Friday June 9, 2017
(19.00 - 22.00) - the venue?
Chelmsford Cathedral.

Rotary Club of Chelmsford
Phoenix
Thursday April 6, 18.30 Writtle
- A Heritage of 10,000 Years. In
the Northumberland Building at
Writtle College - the same venue
as District Council meetings. This
meeting is open to all Rotarians
and members of the public.

Rotary Club of Basildon
Concord
The cub is holding a Mayfest
in Basildon Town Centre on
Saturday May 13, where local
charities and community
organisations will be showcasing
themselves to local people.
There will be stalls showing

Lecture and Meal (at 6.30pm) £14,
Lecture only (at 7.30pm) £5

Rotary Club of Chelmsford
Mildmay
Edmund Carr Great Baddow
Charity Races. This great charity

District News too

Sat 20/05/2017 - District
Assembly - Writtle College
2017/18
District
Governor
Nick Sillitoe
will talk about
his ideas and
aspirations
for the new
Rotary Year
Terry Bears’ Picnic - June 4,
2017. Bring your Club End-Polio
Bear to a picnic on Hollytrees
Green near Colchester Castle.
Compare travellers notes and
stories! Swap fund raising ideas.

what they do with more than
50 charities and community
organisations on show, with a
few commercial stalls and some
entertainment.
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

www.billericayrotary.org

Page 15

Something to Brighten your day
Surviving the Sub-editor
t Man Kills Self Before
Shooting Wife and Daughter
How?
t Something Went Wrong
in Jet Crash, Expert Says.
Really?
t Police Begin Campaign to
Run Down Jaywalkers.
Taking things a bit far?
t Panda Mating Fails; Vet
Takes Over.
What a guy!
t Miners Refuse to Work after
Death.
Lazy so-and-sos
t Juvenile Court to Try Shooting Defendant.

t

t
t

t

t

t

See if that works any better
than a fair trial
War Dims Hope for Peace
I can see where it might have
that effect
If Strike Isn’t Settled Quickly,
It May Last Awhile. Ya think?
Cold Wave Linked to Temperatures
Who would have thought
Enfield Couple Slain; Police
Suspect Homicide.
They may be on to something
Man Struck By Lightning:
Faces Battery Charge
Is He the battery charge?
New Study of Obesity Looks

for Larger Test Group.
Weren’t they fat enough?
t Astronaut Takes Blame for
Gas in Spacecraft.
Did he eat too many beans.
t Kids Make Nutritious
Snacks.
Do they taste like chicken?
t Local High School Dropouts
Cut in Half.
Chainsaw Massacre again
t Hospitals are Sued by 7 Foot
Doctors. Boy, are they tall!
And the winner is....
t Typhoon Rips Through Cemetery; Hundreds Dead. Did
I read that right?

Club Tit-Bits

N

o names, no pack-drill but as
a member and wife, theatre
buffs, having spent a wonderful
matinee performance witnessing
Carousel at the Coliseum and eaten comparatively reasonably at a
Greek nearby - just happened to
pass by two other member theatre buffs just off Leicester Square.

They hailed us as they were about
to be served with fish dishes such
as only the famous Sheekeys fish
restaurant in St Martins Court
can produce.. They said they were
off to see The Miser - no sign of it
at their table.! C’est La Vie!
What I didn’t know at the time
was that the restaurant made a

mistake with one of the dishes
in the kitchen, took too long and
apologised profusely. Unprompted, they didn’t charge for one of
the delayed meals, nor both the
coffees nor for any service. So
they ended up only paying £35 for
two meals including wine! A Miser’s price!
By Trevor Bond

Birthday Congratulations
We wish Happy Birthdays to Trevor Stansfield (May 12), Keith Wood (17), and Norman Bishop (19).

Location - Reids Billericay
We meet on
Mondays at
12.45 for 13.00
If there is a fifth
Monday in the
month, please
check the website for information.
Reids, 66-68 Laindon Road, Billericay,
Essex, CM12 9LD Tel: +44 1277 632378

May 1
Bank Holiday
May 8
Bill Goodsafe - Essex Wildlife Trust
May 8 (18.30-20.30) at Reids Gallery
Joint Services Meeting & Club Council
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www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

May 15
A.G.M. and Business Meeting
May 22
Brian Ellis - Vision Aid Overseas
May 29
Bank Holiday
Other dates for your diary:
May 1
Soapbox Derby!!
May 20
District Assembly
May 21
Billericay Fun Walk
May 4
Visit to Billericay Mayflower
June 14
Kids out at Tropical Wings
July 9
Rotary Club of Billericay Mayflower
- Summerfest

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

www.billericayrotary.org
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