Rotary Club of Billericay

News
“Service Above Self”

August 2017

President’s Message
Time To Reflect And Say Thank You
In This Month’s
Issue

The Toast - “Rotary, Foundation and Peace the World over”

A

ugust is inevitably a quiet
month in a Rotary year. So
it provides a president time to
take stock and think about other things, rather than just worry
about our major projects.
My thoughts turned to how we
interact with others, and was
brought home to me by two events
in July, the Ferrari anniversary
cavalcade on the 25th. and our
celebration dinner in aid of the
centenary of the Rotary Foundation, Rotary’s
charity, on
the 31st.
It reminded
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me how much all the service clubs
are eager to work together for the
benefit of the community – not
just for themselves.

Helping the Community
Examples: The Ferrari cavalcade
and our Foundation Centenary
celebration.. When Tony Sprackling, this year’s chairman of the
Round Table 41 Club, and such a
help to us on the Soapbox Derby,
asked if we could help with this
event by supplying support, we
said yes immediately.
On the day, over half the club
with relatives, friends and partners, turned out to help marshal
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the event. We didn’t do it to raise
money, although we collected a
small sum from selling flags, but
to support a worthwhile community event and, of course, to
publicise our club in the town.
Thousands turned out to watch, so
it was effort very well spent. (See
report - Pages 7 & 12).
If there is an extra Monday (five)
in a month, we always try
to do something different
to our regular lunch
(continued next Page)

www.billericayrotary.org

Page 1

President’s Message (continued)
meeting on one of the Mondays.
In July, thanks to secretary Ed’s
initiative, we staged an evening
meal in aid of Foundation at
the Billericay Cricket Club and
welcomed members and partners
from our daughter Rotary Club
of Billericay Mayflower, Rotary
Club of Basildon Concord and
the Rotary Club of Basildon, all
pulling together in a common
cause. (See report - pages 8-10).
This, of course, brings us to events
where other clubs help us. This is
where our Soapbox Derby comes
in. The 2018 Soapbox Derby committee are already meeting and
planning. Heavy and exhausting
work. But we could not run the

event without the manpower to
run the entrance gates from the
Rotary Clubs of Billericay Mayflower, Basildon, Basildon Concord, Wickford and the Billericay
Lions and the Billericay Round
Table and 41 club.

Invaluable Workers
Tony Sprackling also personally
provides vital safety advisory support and writes the event plan for
the Council’s ESAG committee,
and Richard Leahy works tirelessly on other critical support tasks.
They are invaluable.
And we do our bit to help others
too. We were out in force at Rotary Club of Billericay Mayflower’s
Summerfest and will support its

Christmas Market, and we’ll man
gates and support Round Table in
their Fireworks evening in November, and help with the Lions’
Santa Sleigh collection.
How lucky we all are to work together to benefit our town.
Team support is one thing. Individual backing another. Laura Try
and Joe Massey were two young
beneficiaries of our sponsored
support who came to tell us about
their charity adventures (See pages
5-6 for full details).
I am proud of not only what we do
but how we work with others to
provide broader support to communities here and worldwide. I
hope you share that pride.

B e r t’s Q u i z - t h e Q u e s t i on s Ag a i n

A

t the request of members
we repeat the mathematical
quiz (as set to Bert French in his
maths exam in 1939 and which he
quoted during his talk to us then).
Bert had 45 minutes to answer
them. Did you beat that? No
prizes – just all in good fun and
fellowship. No calculators please
– Bert didn’t have one!
If you want to try the quiz now,
the questions are listed below. We
have only had three responses
so far, so TRY YOUR LUCK!
Answers to your Editor please.
1. Take £37. 19s. 9½p from £53.
4s 6d. Answer............ ?
2. Divide 4998 by 17.
Answer.............?
3. How can you obtain, by a

4.

5.

6.

7.

short method, the result of
dividing 4998 by 8½ (you
should not work it out)
Find the area in square feet
of a garden 41 yard 2ft long
and 12 ft wide? Answer..........?
How many 1s. 3d books can I
buy for £3 8s 9d ?
Answer...............?
A dairy has a 10 gallon churn
of milk. Half of it is sold over
the counter at 7½d a quart
and the other half is sold to
schools, in bottles containing
one third of a pint, for each
of which ½d is charged. Find
the total amount the dairy
receives for the milk?
Answer..........?
Coal costs £2.15s per ton.

One hundredweight lasts me
two days in my kitchen fire
if I keep it alight for eight
hours per day. What do I
spend on coal in four weeks,
if, for the first two weeks,
the fire burns for eight hours
a day and for the last two
weeks, it burns for 12 hours a
day? Answer ...........?
8. When I hear the 9 pm time
signal on Monday my watch
is five minutes slow. When
I hear the same signal the
following Friday evening my
watch is seven minutes fast.
If my watch gains steadily all
the week, at what time, on
what day, was it exactly right?
Answer .......................?

Ol d Git Wit
1. You only have to survive in
England and all is forgiven you. If
you can eat a boiled egg at 90 in
England they think you deserve a
Nobel Prize
Alan Bennett (Author)
Page 2
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2. I’ve got cheekier with age. You
can get away with murder when
you’re 71 years old. People just
think I am a silly old fool.”
Bernard Manning (Comedian)
3. I keep fit walking behind
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funerals of dear friends who have
died jogging. If that does not
work, I do a hundred laps of an
Olympic-sized swimming pool –
in a small motor launch.
Peter Cook (comedian and actor)
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A Truly British Welcome For Our International Friends
Croquet, Morris Men
And The Delights Of
Cambridge and
London

T

he Rotary Clubs of Billericay
and Basildon are delighted to
confirm final details of the double
triangular visit by our international colleagues and friends from
Alba and Ovada (Italy), Beausoleil
(France) and Karlshamn (Sweden) from September 14-17.
Malcolm Acors and Basildon’s
Mike Barratt have put together an
exciting programme for our guests
and one which will need the
willingness of members from both
clubs to volunteer to help with
transport arrangements.
There are 40 visitors from Europe
(see list in the panel below) and
another 30 from Billericay and
Basildon members and partners
taking part in the varied programme over the four days.

The Itinerary.
Thursday, Sept 14
Airport pick up from Stansted
and Luton by volunteer members.
Numbers, names, locations, and
timings to be notified.
Arrival from 12 noon at County
Hotel, Chelmsford.
Afternoon at leisure.

Our Visitors.
Karlsham (14):
t President Camilia Quist and
Henrik Quist
t Mr Bengt Norman and Mrs
Kerstin Linnander
t Hans-Inge Bengtsson and
Lillemor Bengtsson (Arriving
from Scotland direct to hotel)
t Bodil Bergstrand and Ingemar
Bergstrand
t Pia Forsare and Bertil Kallman
t Anders Jansson and Berit Jansson (Flying into Heathrow)
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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6.00pm: Croquet, BBQ and drinks
and Morris Dancers at Brook
Lodge, Stock.

Cost: £16.00 per head.

Friday, Sept 15
09.30 am: Depart Hotel for luxury
coach trip to Cambridge.

or rowing on the river. Engage a
professional official puntsman, or
punt or row your own!
4.00 pm:. Return to Chelmsford
and relax before home hosting at
7.00 pm: – collection from the
hotel and return later.
Cost: £40.00 per head.

Saturday, Sept 16.
09.30 am: Another luxury coach
trip to London. Guided tour
with Jim McSharry along the

Guided tours to see universities,
river walks and the famous Isaac
Newton Apple Tree.
Pub lunch at the historic pub
g followed byy punting
p
g
“The Eagle”

Embankment, see the Churchill
Rooms, Downing Street and
Whitehall.

t Lars Greiner and Bodil
Sjoberg
t Sabine Stromberg and Christer
Tagesson

Ovada (5):

Alba (9):

Beausoleil (10):

Mr Lorenzo GALLO and Mrs
Elena PORRO
Mr Cesare GIRELLO and Mrs
Anna BOCCHINO and son Matteo
Mr Renato MONTALBANO and
Mrs Marisa ARROERO
Mr Ezio PORRO and Mrs Cristina
BOI

President Thang Hung and Gno
LE
Marie-Dominique MOUNIER &
Mrs Claude LE ROUX
Alain and Marie-Helène
TOURNOUD
Bertrand and Véronique FAVIER
and son Jean
Georges MAS
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(continued foot of next page)

Giovanni and Cristina Gatti
Massimo Grattorolla and Asia and
Nicolò
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My Pride And My Appreciation
By Editor
Trevor Bond

W

ait for one bus and two
suddenly come along! ..It
felt like that when Stan Keller,
RIBI Public Image Committee and
RI Assistant Public Image Coordinator (ARPIC) - wish I had a
title like that, Stan! - presented me
with the District Newsletter of the
Year shield award for the second
year running at lunch at Reids on

July 24. A hat-trick really (eat your
heart out Moeen Ali!) since the
club had already been presented
with RIBI national Newsletter of
the Year which IPP Mike received
on my behalf in Manchester.
I said then two things which I
repeated at Stan’s handover. Firstly, I was duly
humble and grateful for
the Newsletter being recognised against serious
competition, both from
within District 1240 and,
nationally from the Rotary clubs of Great Britain
and Ireland. Secondly, as
editor, I acknowledged
that this was not a one-man operation. It has been a wonderful
team effort for the past five years
with credit also going to sub-editor Peter Greene and to printers
Malcom and Tom Acors.
In my fifty years in journalism, I
was lucky enough to win an award
or two. None gave me such pleasure as much as this has done for

myself and, above all, for our wonderful club. I am humble but I am
proud of what we have achieved
between us, none of which could
have happened without the full
support of all the members. I
thank you all.

I congratulate the Clacton-on-Sea
club who gave us such a good run
for our money. We cannot expect
to win it every time. Already I
see “competitors” taking tips and
displaying more intriguing and
interesting columns. If next year’s
shield does not carry our club
name, then so be it. Competition
is good for Rotary.

A Truly British Welcome (continued)
Stephen Metcalf, MP, is hoping
to meet everyone outside Houses
of Parliament for the trip on the
Thames. (There’s no Big Ben, we’re
afraid!).

Lunch on board the Bateaux Syphony, fantastic all-glass cruiser with

unparalleled views of The Thames
and major sights. Entertainment
and freshly-prepared delicious
food cooked on board.
If time, sightseeing or some shopping. Coach back to Chelmsford.
Cost: £58.00 per head.

7.30pm: Gala Dinner in the
County Hotel,
Crystal
y
Ball Room

Cost:£37.00 per head.
Page 4
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Sunday, Sept 17.
Rotary Club Presidents and
officials breakfast meeting at the
County Hotel in the County Hotel, in the Samphire Restaurant/
Bar.
Others – free morning shopping,
sight-seeing, lunch (own arrangements.

Lunch time: Volunteers take our
guests back to the airports.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Speakers’ Corner
Ship Ahoy - Calamity Just Avoided!
A Bike From Halfords
Another harrowing moment was
when gales forced them to travel
114 miles overland. “Some of the
others were taken to the pickup
point but I felt I had to do it under
my own steam, and I persuaded
Halfords to provide me with a
cycle,“ she said.

I

n the open sea for 56 days in
a rowing boat, the last thing
you want to meet is a huge ship,
something a hundred times your
size and bearing down
on you through lack of
communication.
That’s what happened
when Laura Try, a
student made homeless
at an early age signed
up to join the crew of
a rowing boat in the
Irish Sea to raise money
for Centrepoint – the homeless
charity .
We had sponsored Laura, and she
told us her tale at our August 7
meeting when she returned to tell
us of her experiences.

Facts:
t The carbon fibre boat cost
£7,000, 8.6 metres long
t Crew: Male captain, two girls
and one other man most of

the time. Some younger men
joined for small part.
t Front cabin for girls; rear cabin for boys – sleep difficult in
the boys’ cabin because of all
the electronics on board
t Two hours rowing, two hours
resting, rowing 24 hours a day
unless a need to avoid tides
running against us. Then we
anchored.

The Good Bits:

“Before the trip, I thought 56 days
at sea would be a challenge. It was
not so bad apart from being sea
sick. Worst moment came when a
huge ship almost collided with us.
We contacted it but their English
was poor and the ship turned the
wrong way, towards us. We just
survived the encounter.”
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

t Irish Sea, normally rough – a
millpond.
“Like glass.”
t Took turns
to skipper
the boat –
spent two
weeks in
the boy’s
cabin. “My
favourite –
much more
interesting

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

than the front cabin.”
t Learning: “Easier than I
thought. Wildlife, friendships,
views, sunsets”
t Crew members: “I was apprehensive at the start. Ocean
rowing attracts people from
a wealthy background
– a lot different from
mine. It was a challenge to board alongside people I would
never normally meet.
But, I got on well with
everyone.”
Her motto on the trip:
“If you can’t fix it, live with it. A
simple life but very uplifting.”
Any Ambition: “I enjoyed it so
much I want to row the Atlantic
– might actually be easier since
you can drift with the current,
not fight against it as we had to at
times, in going around the UK.”
Questioned: How Fit Are You?
Answer: “I’m a runner. And I also
practised on a rowing machine for
an hour each day during the one
and a half years before I left.”

www.billericayrotary.org
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Sp e a ke rs’ C or ne r
Myanmar – A Study When East Meets West

W

hen Joe Massey spoke to us
five years ago he was just
finishing at the Anglo-European
school at Ingatestone and about
to start a career which would take
him to various parts of the world,
doing charity and educational
work among the less-educated.
That eventually took him this
summer to Myanmar on a “Prospect Burma” trip that would see
him visit the renamed cities of
what was once Burma, help establish a greater understanding of
values and education, and to try
to provide inspiration for those
young people anxious to learn.
He paid tribute to the help given him then by our Rotary Club
when he returned this month to
update us on his recent venture.
“Were it not for such help given to
me then, I might not
be here with you here
today, “he said.
The Prospect Burma
organisation was set
up 30 years ago. As
Joe explained, it was
set up to provide
scholarships and I
volunteered to go
to Burma as part of
their educational project, teaching English
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and generally
helping their
100 university
students to find
places at home
and abroad.
It is charity
work but also
a chance to see
the country
and its culture.”
He added:
“The country
is edging more
and more towards democracy
since the 2015 elections
when the military regime
was replaced. There are
still political prisoners but
nowhere near so many. The
women no longer wear the
famous copper rings around
their neck as a sign of
mediocrity. And the young
people want to listen and learn.“

Ghost City
“They have a new self-built capital, Naypyidaw, replacing Rangoon. It’s still a ghost city in many
ways but growing all the time. It’s
a country of 53 million, Buddhism
is still the main religion although
there are some Christians. “I
would say it is still trying to come
to terms with western civilisation.

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

“I worked mostly in the capital but
also in some of the rural districts.
Crazy traffic and it was the rainy
season – floods everywhere. We
were often working ankle-deep. It
was the seventh year of the Burma Project process, many of the
children were those of political
prisoners and applications for student places were numerous. There
was something like 1,300 students
in Myanmar but only about 100
university places. I met one university student who had qualified
for a scholarship in the

UK. Overall, the people were
friendly and sought friendships
around the world.”

No Cricket!
Yes, Joe did get to Mandalay made
famous by the “Road” poem but
said: “It’s no longer a major city
– more a tourist attraction. Myanmar is gradually encouraging
tourism but it’s a slow process.
“I enjoyed all my time there and
will go back, “he
added.
He was asked to
thank us in Burmese
– which he duly did!
Then asked: “Do they
play cricket?”
Answer: “I saw no
sign. Only Football
and a game similar to
handball/volleyball.”
Thank you, Joe, – in
English!

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Fe r r a r i Pa r a d e - T h e C o l o u r ’s R e d

Lancaster Ferrari! Parade finished.

Stop The Bus Let The Racing Cars
Through

Doing Our Duty
The High Street was closed for the
parade. We were there, with club
members supporting the event
and acting as marshals and stewards and selling Ferrari flags to
raise money for charity. So special
praise to Malcolm Acors and all
our club members who turned out
to do their duty.

B

illericay does not often see
spectacular events beyond
those the two Rotary Clubs and
our service friends, Round Table,
stage... the Christmas Market,
our Soapbox Derby, Summerfest,
Fireworks night, etc.
So, when something spectacular
comes along, it’s an opportunity
to go out to cheer, to celebrate and
to support. Such an event was the
Ferrari 70th Anniversary Parade
on Saturday, July 22 - the largest
ever parade of Ferraris in Essex.

sored promoted and organised by
Lancaster Colchester, watched by
lovers, racing addicts and fans,
passed through Billericay High
Street around 1.15pm heading
for Chelmsford, Bond Street, for
a static car display for all to see,
All the racing red cars in all their
glory! Cheered all the way, Ferrari
red flags aloft, great celebration.!

Supporting Another
Spectacular
Silverstone for the British Grand
Prix it was not. But the parade
of more than 100 Ferraris, spon-

Malcolm takes up the story: “Not
a lot of publicity, not much advertising, but a day that marked
a special occasion. Dull morning,
raining at first, but at 1.00pm
the High Street began to fill with
people of all ages. Excitement!
Anticipation!”
“Nine of us, Tom, Mike, Ed, Carol,
Pat, Keith, Gill, Sue and I braved
the puddles to meet in the Red
Lion
(continued on page 12)

After Chelmsford, the parade then
continued to Maldon High Street
before heading on to its final
destination in Colchester, home of
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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Hu n d r e d Ye a r s of Fo u n d at i on
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Welcome to All!

Robert MaCauley speaks about Foundation

It’s All in aid of Foundation

Top Table - Celia Alan Peter Rob Wendy Margaret

Les & Val, Keith & Gill, Mike & Liz

Colin Barbara Edward Tricia Alistair Yvonne

Mo Sue Danny John Brian

Rotary, Foundation & Peace the world over

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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Hu n d r e d Ye a r s of Fo u n d at i on

Why Clubs Need To
Keep Applying for
Grants

D

istrict Foundation Officer,
Robert MaCaulay updated
us with a very informative talk
on Rotary Foundation when we
celebrated Foundation’s 100 years
with a dinner party for members,
guests and Rotary friends from
Billericay Matflower, Basildon and
Basildon Concord.
Held in the excellent pavilion of
Billericay Cricket Club in Blunts
Wall Road on Monday, July 31, we
enjoyed an excellent meal, wine,
and good fellowship.
Having been introduced by
president Peter Greene, Robert
explained how the new grants
order will work for district and

Charlotte Malcolm Shahid Roohi Sue

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

Rotary “to do good in the
world”.
t Grown from initial contribution of $26.50 to more than
$1billion.
t “To do good in the world” our Rotarian aim.
t Begins with each club as a part
of its community, according to
the needs each club sees fit
t Foundation helps clubs with
their projects with district and
global grants.
t Six main areas. Peace and
Conflict Resolution; Disease
Prevention and Treatment
(e.g.: HIV/AIDS, malaria, immunisation against polio and
diabetes. Cited visit to India
where, in Amritsar, the Rotary
club runs a health clinic, fund(continued on next page)
ing a
Mike Nick Alison Sue

national applications, setting out
what a club needs to do to apply
for grants and said the process was
now much clearer.
Members will remember how
many problems Keith Wood
had in setting up our SandDams
project four years ago - and how
eventually we not only achieved
it but were delighted when our
SandDam was completed,photographed. and displayed on our
website and in our newsletter.
His bullet points:
t Here to celebrate 100 years of
The Rotary Foundation and
what it means.
t A hidden secret from most
Rotarians. Created in 1917 by
Rotary International’s sixth
president, Arch C. Klumph
as an endowment fund for

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Hundred Years of Foundation (continued)
full-time doctor
helping with the
cost of prescriptions and other
services and in
Delhi where
they hold a diabetes clinic.
Water and Sanitation such as
our own WaterAid and Sand
Dams; Maternal and Child
Health; Basic Education and
Literacy; Economic and Community Development.
He concluded: “With your help we

can make lives better in your community and around the world”
and quoted Bill Gates. “People often ask me how I know the world
is getting better. I usually point to
numbers like this one. Because of
efforts to eradicate polio by groups
like Rotary International, more
than 16 million people are walking today who, otherwise, would

have been paralysed.”
“I am sure it’s why most
of us joined Rotary,
to put a bit back and
make the world a better
place. Thank you for
honouring Arch C. Klumph’s idea
and please continue to support it
in another 100 years.”
Meanwhile, our thanks to Billericay Cricket Club and Dikster and
his enthusiastic young staff for
organising the event and serving
us so well around the tables.

Unite d To Supp or t Fa l l en Hero es

I

Harmony returns

t is several years since the club
last held a concert featuring
Harmony Brass. We are delighted
to announce that it has associated
itself with our good brass ensemble friends for their Billericay
Festival of Remembrance concert
in Emmanuel Church on Saturday,
November 11 at 7.30pm.
The club’s press officer, Trevor
Bond has agreed to be responsible
for helping to promote the event
through all publicity and media
channels at no cost to members.
All publicity will headline Billericay Festival of Remembrance
2017 and contain the added line:
By Harmony Brass In Association
with The Rotary Club of Billericay.
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Bennetts Funerals are sponsoring
the programme for the concert.

Special Finale
Now in its third year, the Festival
has become an important part
of the town’s Armistice weekend
commemorations and will this
year have more poignancy as the
event will take place on Armistice
Day itself. It will raise funds for
the Royal British Legion Poppy
Appeal, Cardiomyopathy UK and
charities supported by our Rotary
Club.
The festival will be a feast of music
and song provided by the Harmony Brass Ensemble, the Essential
Singers, and pipers from the Sutherland Pipes and Drums, and will
feature an especially devised finale
created by festival producer, Brian

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

Ford. This will feature the massed
musicians and the Standards, and
includes the Last Post, Reveille
and a two-minute silence.
Royal British Legion Standards
will be carried by standard bearers
from Billericay, Stock and Basildon branches who will be joined
by others from across Essex.
Last year’s concert in Emmanuel
was supported by over 200 people and raised some thousands of
pounds for chosen charities.
Brian Ford says: “With your kind
support, we hope to raise that to
full capacity in Emmanuel and
double our proceeds.”
Tickets are now on sale, priced
£15.00, and can be obtained by
calling the Box Office on 01277622456.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Other Clubs’ Ne ws
Sponsored Indoor Triathlon

Rotary Club of Billericay
Mayflower

Sat October 7, 2017 at 19.00 Autumn Dinner and Dance
Dinner - organiser Barry Howe.
Sun 3rd December 2017 at 11.00

Billericay Christmas Market
bringing festive mood to the High
Street helping to raise fund for
good causes.
Thu 14th December 2017 at 19.00
- Christmas Party

In support of The J’s Hospice - Try
it for an hour!
To suit all levels of fitness or
unfitness! Categories: Individuals
and Teams of Three. Equipment
- 3 x 20 minutes on each:Treadmill, Rowing and Cycling
machines
Goals: Distance covered on each
in 20 minutes with 5 minute
transition time
Entrance Fee: £12.50 Book tickets
on-line
Sponsorship - All sponsorship to
J’s Hospice.
For more information, go to:
http://www.rotaryribi.org/clubs/page.
php?PgID=626036&ClubID=1414
or contact Barry Turner

Sat October 14, 2017 at 19.00 22.30 Quiz Night at Writtle Sports
and Social Club
Sun 17th December 11-14..00
Carol Singing in High Chelmer

Raising funds for Charities
supported by Rotary.

Rotary Club of Chelmsford
Mildmay
Wed 20th September 2017 at
13.00 - 21.00 Chelmsford Rotary
Five Clubs Golf Day, Little
Channels.
Tee off 1.00pm Dinner 6.00pm

District News too
District 1240 Conference
Fri September 22, 2017 at 10.00 Sun 24th September 2017 - 13.00
at Norton Park Hotel, Sutton
Scotney, Near Winchester.

Rotary Club of Brentwood a
Becket
For Rotarians, partners and
friends after a busy fundraising
year.

Rotary Club of Ingatestone
Sunday September 17, 2017 at
11.00 Ingatestone’s 33rd. Five
Mile Road Race

Entries to the 37th Brentwood
Half Marathon and Fun Run
opened on August 1, 2017 on
the dedicated web site www.
brentwoodhalf.org

Rotary Club of Chelmsford
Phoenix

A great programme of speakers
on the theme of “Rotary for Life”.
Excellent entertainment. Keynote
speaker - Steve Brown - captain of
GB Wheelchair Rugby Team.

Sun 26th November 2017 at
10.00 - 17.00
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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Ferrari Parade - The Colour’s Red (continued)
with the other service clubs to be
given flags and buckets to collect
monies for charities, with other
members joining us slightly later
just before the parade. We had
all been asked to help marshal the
High Street parade.”

Magnificent Motorcars
After assembling south of the
town, the cars arrived at Sun Corner at 1.10pm. By then, the High
Street was packed with spectators.

“First sighting. Four Ferraris with
police car and motorcycle escort.
The chase cars, clearing the way.
Short delay – a “breakdown” we
were told. Then the surge. An
Entourage of Ferraris in a display

of some of the most magnificent
motorcars ever created.
Crowd cheers – “Give us some
revs, Do us a wheelie.” Most drivers responded accordingly. All too
soon, the cars had gone, excitement over. Our club marshals had
done their best as always.
“Collection of the day? Carol
Rothon who landed much of the
£64.00 taken.
Well done, Carol!”

L e a r n i n g f r om o u r S o ap b ox Br a i n s Tr u s t

W

e are ever grateful for all
the support given us by all
the teams who raised sponsorship
money for charities benefiting
from our Soapbox Derby this year.
One team raised over £1100 and
others raised figures of over £800,
£600 and £300 – incredible efforts.
Our thanks was in order. It is on
record from our Facebook posts
and Twitter that we raised a record
amount this year, up 40% on 2016,
much of that increase coming
from team-raised sponsorship.

So to say thank-you, at the end of
July, we invited ALL the members
of the teams who raised the most
sponsorship money to a small
reception and informal gathering in the Gallery at Reids, our
weekly meeting place, to celebrate
their contribution. About 20 team
members turned out and only one
team was unable to attend.

Positive Feed-Back
Our two objectives: To thank
them and to pick their brains on
any ideas they could share with

us which would help us improve
the event for next year. It worked
beyond our expectations.
They mingled with members of
our Soapbox Derby committee,
our Community Service chairman
and Treasurer, who all discussed
ideas with individual team
members and the feed-back was
constructive and positive – something for us to work on. Not least
a brainstorming ending to the
evening when even further ideas
flourished. More food for thought.

Rotary Club of Billericay – Future Club
Meetings and Events
Location - Reids Billericay
We meet on
Mondays at
12.45 for 13.00
If there is a fifth
Monday in the
month, please
check the website for information.
Reids, 66-68 Laindon Road, Billericay,
Essex, CM12 9LD Tel: +44 1277 632378

Sept. 4
D.G. Nick Sillitoe’s official visit
Sept. 11
Molly Sun Wai - Tanzania
Sept 11 (18.30-20.30) at Reids Gallery
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Joint Services Meeting & Club Council
Sept 18
Business Meeting
Sept 25
Cyber Security - Barclays Bank
Other dates for your diary:
Sept. 14
Rotary Clubs’ Twinning visit from
France, Italy & Sweden
Sept. 22-24
District Conference in Winchester
Oct 28
Charter Lunch at the Magic Mushroom
Nov. 4
Round Table Fireworks Display
Dec. 3
Christmas Market

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

www.billericayrotary.org
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Birthday Congratulations to Chandra Gupta (Sept. 4) and Peter Strong (Sept 24).

