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President’s Message
Much Pride and Great Trepidation
In This Month’s
Issue

T

he dreaded day arrived, and
from the anonymity of a
background IT guy, I assumed the
president’s role. Chairing the Joint
Services and Soapbox Committee
has been some preparation, but I
confess that I’m both proud and
full of trepidation. I‘ll do my best
and I’m sure that I can count on
members’ support in the coming
year. In our club, everybody does
their best to support the club and
works enthusiastically together.
My year started, as usual, with the
Handover Meeting, which was
combined with the President’s
Day celebration of Mike
Sinclair’s year
as president.
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Mike and Liz hosted us all in
their beautiful garden in Stock,
followed by an al-fresco buffet on
tables dotted around the garden.
A fitting end to a great year under
Mike’s leadership.

Good Deeds
Rtn. Margaret Fowler was accompanied by Canon Joel, in the
UK from Embu in Kenya where
Margaret’s charitable work takes
her each year. We had several
interesting conversations during
the day, especially when he called
us Destination Helpers.
“Destination Helpers! What’s
that?” I asked. “Why”, he responded, “you all are!”. He continued: “Many people do good
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deeds to help others directly, and
you Rotarians do this with your
charitable work, your work in the
community with events like the
Know Your Blood Pressure and
KidsOut.” But he didn’t mean
that. He meant that, if we
help others to do good,
then we multiply our ef(continued next Page)
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President’s Message (continued)
fectiveness. We’re all Destination
Helpers but didn’t know it.

Helping Others
One example, we’ve created two
RotaKids clubs in local schools.
The members of these clubs learn
the value of service - raising
money for charity and doing good
deeds for others. By our actions,
we are helping these children
reach their “destination”, to become valuable members of society with an ethos of service – yes
“Service above Self ”! Or another
example, our sponsorship requirement for each Soapbox team
encourages these teams to raise
money for charity too. No Soapbox Derby ..... then no sponsorship, and many charities worse off.

RotaKids Rock!
Our value to our communities is
not just our own charitable work,
but also, what we do to help others
to become citizens of value. But
this hasn’t been a quiet month.
Not only did we have our President’s Day, but we have had a
very active month too. Both our
RotaKids clubs have been very
active. Both had stalls at the Ro-

tary Club of Billericay Mayflower’s Summerfest, Quilters selling
“Quilters” branded goods chosen
and designed by the RotaKids
themselves, and Buttsbury with a
“Magic Ice Cream” game they had
designed and produced.
Even though we focussed on the
next Soapbox Derby, with six
soapboxes on show and a dedicated Soapbox Derby display
put together with great skill and
considerable effort by Roger Kettle
(thank you Roger!), we helped
others to raise money for charity
(pages 10 & 11).

A Very Busy Month
Shortly beforehand, Ed, Malcolm,
Trevor and I were invited by
Quilters RotaKids for a presentation of their achievements (see
page 6) given by the young club
officers, and I also attended a major fundraising event at Buttsbury
Junior School where all the school
was encouraged to take part to
raise money for their charity (page
8). Buttsbury also ended its year
with a report on its achievements
(see Page 9) summarising how
much it has achieved in its five

months existence.
I was also fortunate to accompany
Trevor Bond to his interview of
Patrick and Carol Rothon’s 15year old granddaughter Matilda
about her books. What an impressive young girl (page 7-8).
Congratulations to our daughter club Mayflower on this year’s
Summerfest. With many more
attendees than last year, it surely
greatly enhanced Rotary’s reputation in Billericay (page 10-11).

Health and Fun
On July 21 it was “Billericay in
Bloom” time and I went along to
present prizes for the best large
rear garden (see below).
And this wasn’t all, July saw the
Chernobyl Children’s Life Line
host 12 children from Belarus for
a month with a programme of
health and of fun. We are a long
time supporter and once again we
funded several excursions (page
12-13). So worthwhile!
Finally, the day after, members
turned out to help steward the parade of Ferraris through our town
as part of Ferrari’s 70th anniversary - a delight for the crowds.

Bi l l e r i c ay i n B l o om

J

uly 21, at 7 pm and president
Peter arrived at Canon Roche
Hall to present the prize for the
“Best Back Garden”, a Billericay
in Bloom category which we have
sponsored for many years.
This competition has been run by
the Town Council for the last 19
years, with categories specific to
school children (this year’s two
prizes were won by Buttsbury
infants school and Sunneymede
infants school), and for front and
rear gardens, Hanging baskets and
wildlife gardens amongst others.
It attracts enthusiastic entrants!
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Our prizes were won by:
t 1st. John Dowsett
t 2nd. Patricia Evans
t 3rd. Lynn Townsend
The proceedings were skilfully
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compèred by Councillor Jim Devlin, aided by Town Clerk Deborah
Tonkiss, and Councillors Jo Clark
and Moira Moore.
Jim remarked that this was the
largest number of attendees
ever, as there was over 90 people
there. Unfortunately, none of our
prize-winners came, although,
two sent stand-ins!
It wasn’t a completely wasted journey, as it was great to see the enthusiasm of all the prize winners
and the quality of the entries as
shown in a continuously running
slide-show of all the gardens.
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Sp e a ke rs’ C or ne r
Chinese Puzzle – To Go Or Not To Go?

A

nyone can change jobs...
probably a move from
Essex to London, or London
to Manchester – and haul your
family with you. Even to a remote
Scottish isle ..... but St Helena to
China? Hang on! That’s extreme!
A remote island five days from
anywhere (last resting place of
Napoleon Bonaparte) to a country
with an area of 3.7 million square
miles and a population of billions.
But it is what Richard Wallis and
his wife Helen did a year ago.
Helen is the daughter of president
Peter and wife Wendy, Richard
their son-in-law. We all recall the
famous trip Peter and Wendy did
two years ago to visit them in St
Helena- gaining great press coverage much to their embarrassment
– but a trip that, while taking in
some of South Africa, still took
them over three weeks – to spend
one day with Helen and Richard.

Teaching Call
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Richard came back to us on
Monday, July 17 to talk about Life
In China, in the city of Zhuhai in
Guangzhou Province where the
2008 Olympic sailing was held.

Why?: “We had left St Helena, our
work there done. Home again.
Then Helen got a call to teach
again – in China.
Two questions: Before we went:
“What did we have to lose?”
On arrival: “What have we done?
I can describe it only as onwards
and upwards. We went for it and
have not regretted it. The city is on
the Pearl River Delta.
It’s a beautiful place, near to Macao and Hong King so we felt near
to the west.
Friendly people. Quickly accepted
us. Helen found a new challenge.
And I have found work there in
the financial business.”
As Richard explained when questioned: “Smog? We do not have it
in Zhuhai. The air is some of the
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cleanest in China. And the countryside is beautiful.”

Health Warning
“Yes, there were do’s and don’ts
as you would expect. We have accepted those. We were in a country with a different culture and a
different way of life. Yet, we have
come to love it.”
What about the population? “A

big shock. We went from living
with 4,000 people on an island
of under 40 sq. miles where you
know everybody, to a country of
1.6 billion and Guangzhou province with a population equal to
the whole of Britain.”

“You think London traffic is
bad... try the Chinese taxis – they

(continued on next page)
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Sp e a ke rs’ C or ne r
A Life in China (continued)
should come with a public health
warning. But we have moved on
from feeling like gormless tourists
to being accepted, and accepting
such a new lifestyle.
“If you have not been to China, do
go. It is a fascinating country.”

Finishing, Richard said ”I would
like to thank the Rotary Club
for the opportunity to give this
second talk. I had great fun doing
it and hope to return and share
more stories from China when I
am next back in the UK.”

Too Young For Home Care? Don’t You Believe It!

T

he message that emerges from
The J’s Hospice is simple,
transforming young adults lives.
The message is simple; the facts
and involvement are far from it.
As Andrea Wise, the Essex based
charity organiser explained at
lunch on July 10. “Our care is for
young adults, aged 16-40 with
life limiting conditions and their
families across the county.

t Supporting young people 1625 with cancer.
t Providing such life-prolonging
equipment as oxygen tents and
wheelchairs
t Taking patients to areas like
the seaside, holding BBQ’s and
organising football games

Paddle at Frinton
“We go to Frinton and they paddle
in the sea – a small thing but it
enhances their lives,” said Andrea.

Who does the caring?

Lucy who told Andrea: “I couldn’t
do without J’s Hospice. Without it
I would have no quality of life.”
The hospice is based at Great
Baddow and now works with
Little Havens who are very much,
as Andrea described, “an umbrella
organisation to us!”
Andrea’s story not only touched
our hearts, but also that of another
guest, Frank Rigg, a regular visitor
to our club from the USA, and
a fellow Rotarian from Concord
Massachusetts, USA.

t A team trained in experience
and expertise to support the
required medical needs
t Tailored specialist nursing,
advice, respite, and emotional
care.
t Counselling, chaplaincy, music
therapy, bereavement support
“We are a unique organisation that
and volunteer drivers.
delivers a skilled service to our pat Family support.
Who pays?
tients in the comfort of their own
“It takes £1.7m a year to run the
homes as well as offering specialist “We involve the family- they are
hospice, only 20% of that comes
knowledge not found or duplicat- part of our support programme.
Especially if it comes to end of life from the government.
ed in other community services.”
We have to rely on funding ourcare. We have to prepare patient
What does that amount to?
and family.”
selves, through donations, events,
t Special care for those with rare
gifts in wills, charity shops – we
Andrea cited some personal
or complex long-term condiexamples including a young man, have thirteen in Clacton - and
tions. These include multiple
championing our cause through
Jonathan. At 18, wheelchairdisabilities, severe cerebral
social media. Which is why today
bound, he cannot go outside,
palsy, cystic fibrosis and
I thank your Rotary club for your
and added “They appreciate our
Duchenne muscular dystrophy
donation of £200 – it all helps.”
palliative care. “And a girl called
Page 4
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Ho w I l e a r n e d to l o v e E n g l i s h a n d
discovered sex in the cowshed

Y

ou will probably ask:
speak to us about the danger
Bert
French
continues
his
Why Palmer’s School?
of standards falling. I would
like to share a couple of
reflections
of
life
at
Palmer’s
Or rather why did my
questions that we had to face
parents choose Palmer’s for
during World War 11
at age 10-11.
me? My brother George had
already had two years at the
t How many yards in a rod,
school and, when he passed
pole or perch? Us farm boys
to go to Palmer’s, my father
had to know this, since a lot
asked a great friend, Mr
of ploughing was done on
George Radford, headmasthe rod stretch -16’ 6” or 5½
ter of Laindon Secondary
yards, four of those making
School where the children
up a chain, ten chains to a
left at 14, where he should
furlong and eight furlongs to
apply for.
a mile, 1760 yards, 5,286 feet
and 63,360 inches.”
Answer came back: if you
want a first-class education
t Why do you think a crickin all respects, choose Palmet pitch is 22 yards long? Aner’s – such was its reputaswer: That is a chain length.
tion at the time, adding “far
Common Sense
ahead of Brentwood“ which
I have always said that
was the other contender.
mathematics in the early
So, to Palmer’s I went. Comyears was common sense
ing on the Harwich-Tilbury
and tables. If you don’t know
Ferry bus, 10d a day (that’s
your tables you won’t be any
Bert read from three copies of
4p in today’s exchange).
good at maths.
the school yearbook, 1936-37,
So here was I giving up going
1937-38 and 1938-39. “These were See (foot of previous column)
down the fields to play and catch- issued every year up until the
some of Bert’s marked tables – all
ing sticklebacks in the cow-drink- war and detailed staff, a lengthy
ticks for excellence!
ing ponds most farms had, and
foreword by the headmaster
“I respected “Bunny” as a headgoing to my designated school.
“Bunny” Abbott, a resume of the
master. He kept great discipline
past
year,
the
school
records
and
which did us all well. Some said
New and Lonely
associations
and
a
calender
for
the
he was only happy caning a boy. I
The war had just started and there
coming year – all house matches.
argue. He helped my brother go to
was a period of chaos and delay
We
had
to
pay
a
fee
five
guineas
Kings at Cambridge on a univerwith much talk of evacuation but
a term.”
sity short course and eventually
we finally got going in late Octo“Bunny” Abbott never failed to
entry into the RAF in 1943.
ber. No others had passed from
Laindon that year, seniors didn’t
Three things finally. What made
talk to juniors and it was all a bit
Palmer’s so special? “It was the
new and lonely. We were put in
quality of the teaching staff and
2C and the only good thing was
their devotion to their pupils.
that we were put in Marlborough
Quite outstanding.
House.
I refer to one master, George
Editor’s note: I was also a MarlRoss. English was not my best
borough boy and we claimed
subject until George became my
bragging rights over the other
form master and English teacher.
four Houses, Brooks, Shaftesbury,
He changed everything, introPriestly and Addison and our acducing me to Henry Newbolt,
ademic and sporting records were
Rudyard Kipling and Rupert
proof enough over the years.

(continued foot of Page 6)
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S e x i n t h e c o w s h e d ( c on t i n u e d )
Brook, citing Brook’s famous
poem which starts with:
‘Just now the lilac is in bloom
All before.......................’

Cricket Success
George Ross changed my view of
English completely and enabled
me to get a distinction in matriculation. “Not only was he a great
teacher but he was a good cricketer and batsman and an MCC
member and, I am told by Trevor
Bond, a post-war Palmerian, that
after the war, he continued to
perform both duties brilliantly
with the school maintaining great
cricket success and wonderful
cricket tours to Norfolk when he
would drive senior players in his
beloved Jag to the Bell pub in Norwich. A teacher and a friend.
There was Archie Cramp who

When our bus was machine-gunned
Bert recalls his first pub visit: “One morning going to
school a particularly violent dogfight was going on overhead as we went through Orsett, and one low flying plane
found time to machine gun our bus, so our driver stopped
at the Whitmore Arms and we all dashed into the public
bar and stayed until the fight was over. To good Methodists
like John and me, going into a pub was almost as exciting
and dangerous as being machine-gunned, although I was
surprised to find how clean and homely it was.”
took his boat over to Dunkirk and
Harold Benson who taught geography for over 50 years. More than
just brilliant teachers.
“My sex education. I was a farm
boy and we all knew there was
more than you learned at school.
Us young ones were always shut in
the barn when a cow was led into
the bulls’ yard, and this just made

us all the more inquisitive.
The barn had some side-gaps so
we peeked. It was all a bit of a
surprise and a little disappointing
that it was all over so quickly –
around twenty seconds flat!”
So, there it is. My story. My memories of a great education. My
praise of a wonderful school.
Thank you for listening.

Quilter’s RotaKids End Year With Brilliant Video Show

A

s the RotaKids Club of
Quilters Junior School came
to the end of its current year, we
were invited by the pupils and
teacher-in-charge Helen Kilby,
to a video presentation of their
achievements, their support for
Rotary, and the good causes they
have supported themselves. President Peter, secretary Ed, Malcolm
Acors and Trevor Bond attended.
Led by their president Eve St
Pierre and her outgoing officers,
they each in turn commentated on
the video, which included:
t An intro into their year
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t First meeting: Renewing The
pledge and reporting good
deeds. These included: Helping an elderly lady across the
street; a homeless man given
help; packing shop shelves.
t Club achievements: Their
wholehearted support of the
Christmas Market, the Summerfest and our own Soapbox
Derby

t Safety Squad: Adopting Health
and Safety Rules to address
Quilter’s students concerns.
t Healthier Eating habits: “Put
together your favourite salads”
t Pupil Voice: Going into Sunnymede school to alert them
to the Quilters’ Quest. This
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is a “100 things” to achieve
before leaving school
t Charity Donations - A career
day for Great Ormond Street
Hospital

t Working on the proposed
Outdoor Art Gallery
Summary: Quilters RotaKids
raised in total £422.37 – a gallant
effort and we praise them for their
brilliant year and an excellent
video presentation.
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“I Ju s t Wa n t To B e A Fa m o u s Au t h or ”
How Asperger’s sufferer
Matilda Rothon is
finding acclaim as
a storyteller

I

t is said that there is an author
in all of us. I have yet to find it
in me but I did meet a young lady
who, at just 15, has written her
fourth book which has already
been claimed as a children’s “best
seller”.
Matilda Nicole Rothon is the
granddaughter of Patrick and Carol Rothon – a name by tradition
that has passed down over fifty
years of our Club.
Matilda lives in
Australia, near
Melbourne. Dad is
Pat and Carol’s son
Mark. She spent
a month in Stock
with Pat and Carol
and dad in which
time she, as an art
lover, visited such
galleries as the Tate
Modern, the National Art Gallery
and, yes, a day visit
to The Louvre in
Paris.
Art story stops
there except that
she illustrates all
her books herself.
Real story starts
here.
Matilda suffers
from Aspergers
and has done from
birth.
She has had special
schooling, special
doctoring and
medication, but
having sat down
with her and Mark

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

and grandmother Carol, I realise
that she is one of the most intelligent, quick-witted and exuberant
teenagers I have ever met.

Inspiration
The Tree That Never Grew is her
fourth book. She tells her public:
“Poppy was a sad little tree grow-
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ing in New York Central Park.
What was to become of him to
make him happy?”
Poppy is in fact a small tree
concerned about being shorter
than the trees around him until
he learns that he is a rare dwarf
tree who is meant to be shorter
and live longer than
other trees.
What inspired this
book?
“I love trees,” she
said. ”I find them
sad and happy and
I felt there was a
story to tell.”
As there was with
her first three
books: Lavender
– Moving to The
New House; Rose
and the Lost Dog
and Daisy Goes To
Camp (based on
a personal experience).
The Tree That Never
Grows has reached
acclaimed fame in
her native Australia
with this reproduction of the article in
her local Geelong
Advertiser.
Matilda is like any
non-disadvantaged
child. She loves
surfing (where else
but Australia?) in
www.billericayrotary.org

Page 7

“I Just Want To Be A Famous Author” (continued)
her wetsuit, has broken an
arm and regards herself as
normal.
She admits: “School is
sometimes difficult. I get
comments which I try to
ignore but it is not always
easy.But I work hard and I
enjoy my English lessons.”
With which, she has caught
up while at Stock.
I picked out one page of her
latest book. It reads:
“The park was full of trees
but amid them, grew one
small, sad tree.
One lonely night the small
tree’s friend, Chow, asked
him why he wasn’t growing.
“Hurry up and grow, Poppy” Chow said sadly. “Will
I ever have someone to talk
to who I don’t need to shout
at?”

Magic Moments
Matilda has an elder sister Isabella

and a younger brother Mitchell.
They love Australia but a month
in England has given Matilda a

chance to share some magic
moments, not least her love
for art.
“I love to draw, “she says.
The books prove it,
Her other grandmother in
Australia, Cheryl Fletcher, in
a Dedication to the Author
for The Tree That Never
Grew, says:
To my granddaughter Matilda.
I won’t walk behind you; I
won’t walk in front of you. I
will walk beside you, especially as you fulfil your
dream of publishing your
books.
A delightful, creative girl
with heaps of emotion and
imagination.
My final question to Matilda: “What do you want to
be?”
Her answer: “A famous author.”
By Editor, Trevor Bond

Bu tt s b u r y R o t a K i d s - F i n a l Fu n d r a i s e r
Running for Charity

E

nd of term. End of Year. But
no let up for our RotaKids at
Buttsbury Junior School!
It’s Monday July 17, 2017 and the
last week of term and the date of
the school Fun Run. The whole
school - nearly 500 young pupils
turned out to support the RotaKids final Fundraising event of
the year.
Each pupil paid at least £1.00 to
take part and everybody joined in.
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Objective - complete as many laps
of the school field in 30 minutes,
and collect a coloured “dot” on
their arm for each completed lap.
Year 3 started the event at just
after 09.30 and year 6 ended it at
the end of the morning.
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Not only did they raise a large
sum for Great Ormond Street
Hospital but they all had lots
of fun, waving as they ran past,
although the sprinting that characterised the beginning soon gave
way to a slower measured pace.
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Bi l l e r i c ay Yo u t h To w n C o u n c i l
Democracy and
Supporting Rotary

B

illericay Youth Town Council (BYTC) was formed in
1998 and comprises twenty
Youth Councillors who serve two
year terms - elections are held in
local secondary schools (most
recently in October 2016). BYTC
members gain experience of democracy at work from the inside,
and the ability to present a youth
view to the main Town Council.
However, being a Youth Councillor is a great way to experience

working in a team for the community, which is why for the last two
years its members have helped us
run the Billericay Soapbox Derby.

On July 18, IPP Mike Sinclair and
president Peter Greene attended the last BYTC meeting of the

school year to present them with
a cheque for £250 from the proceeds of the Soapbox Derby. This
is recognition of the good work
that they do, and in thanks for
their contribution to making the
Soapbox Derby the success it was.

Bu tt s b u r y R o t a K i d s
What a success!

T

he RotaKids club at Buttsbury
Junior School was formed
only in February this year, but it
has launched with a bang! Deputy
Head Teacher Sally Lavelle reports
on a very active first five months:
“Buttsbury Junior School became
part of Billericay Rotary club in
February this year with Billericay Rotary presenting our school
council with the prestigious new
title of RotaKids. Once RotaKids
was established our first important decision was to decide which
charity to support. Our pupil’s
charity of choice was Great Ormond Street Hospital and since
then £1200 has been raised for
this worthwhile cause. Our fundraisers over the course of this year
have taken many forms yet at the
heart of every event it has been the
children organising and managing
proceedings.
Our first fundraiser for GOSH
involved the local community. We
decided to run a lucky dip style
stall called the Magic Ice Cream at
Summerfest this year. Many of our
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RotaKids gave up their Sunday
afternoon to come and help run
the stall. The children thoroughly
enjoyed this experience and in
total £108 was raised.
Next, we organised an enterprise
day in school. This involved each
of our 16 classes being given £5.00
and the entrepreneurial challenge
of trying to make as much profit
from our starting point of £5.00
as possible. As always our pupils
rose to the challenge and devised
class stalls such as biscuit making,
ping-pong ball challenges, selling
pencil toppers; we even went as
far as one class running their own
funfair!! Overall, £650 was raised.
A fantastic achievement!
Finally, our RotaKids went on to
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organise a sponsored run which
involved the whole school trying
to run or walk as many laps of the
school field as possible in thirty
minutes (See Page 8 - editor).
Our pupils and staff alike really
got into the spirit of the occasion
with many of our children being presented with special effort
awards.
This final event took our total to a
whopping £1200.
RotaKids has had a really positive
impact on our students this year,
as it has been so led and directed by them. We look forward to
raising money for other local and
national charities in the upcoming
year!”
www.billericayrotary.org
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Bi l l e r i c ay Su m m e r fe s t
Soapboxes on display - Calamity Jane and Mayflower Marauders

RotaKids Stalls - Quilters’ Products and Buttsbury Magic Ice Creams

On the Stage - Mayflower President Mervyn & DG Nick, and one of the Bands

In the Arena - two of the dance groups

Page 10
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Billericay Summerfest
Soapboxes Add To
A Day Of Fun And
Friendship

A

t last year's Summerfest, our
members spent most of the
time “sheltering” our colleagues
and display performers in our
Shelter Box tent as the rain
poured down.
This year no Shelter Box involvement and no need for shelter
as the early cloud lifted, the sun
shone all day and it was shade,
not shelter the enthusiastic crowd
wanted.
Congratulations to our daughter
club, Rotary Club of Mayflower
for being blessed with gorgeous
weather but for, again, staging a
carnival event which seemed to
attract more visitors than last year.

We had a stand showing the flag
for the Soapbox Derby and were
represented by Roger Kettle,
Patrick Rothon, Peter Greene, Ed
Harrison, Les Sheppard and Trevor Stansfield.
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On show at the stand and at major
entrances were six soapboxes from
Quilters Junior School, Basildon
Cleansing Department (not one
but two!), Rotary Club of Mayflower, Calamity Jane and Complete Carnage.

Magic Ice Cream
Quilters' RotaKids had a stand
selling customised stress balls,
key rings and water bottles designed by themselves, while the
newly-formed Buttsbury Junior
School RotaKids' stand showed
their game - “the Magic Ice cream”
- where kids chose an ice cream
and found a hidden message
which was either a lucky dip, a
prize or a “Sorry – Try Again”.
Over £100 was raised.
Headteacher Mike Wade and
Quilters RotaKids leader Helen
Kilby supported their pupils and,
for Buttsbury, deputy head Sally
Lavelle devoted her time to their
efforts. Over £200 was raised for
their chosen charity – well done,
them!

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

Melted Cheese, Anyone?
Spare a thought for the cheese
and pie man – by the end of the
day all his cheeses were liquid in
the heat. Inevitably, the beer tent
did bristling trade, as did the icecream van.
Entertainment was all there with
stage music show groups and, in
the arena, amongst other acts, the
annual dog show, Dance Steps
Academy and the Bailor Dance
group from Basildon all performed.

You could lose count of the cars
on show in a huge vintage display
– maybe around a hundred. Just a
guess!
Well done, Mayflower for another
wonderful Rotary day of fun and
friendship.

www.billericayrotary.org
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Chernobyl Children’s Life Line - Rope Runners
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C h e r n o b y l C h i l d r e n’s L i fe L i n e

A

s reported
last month,
for the last
four years,
the Rotary
Club of
Billericay
has supported the
local branch
of the
Chernobyl
Children’s
Lifeline,
a charity which
brings
twelve children here each year from the areas
of Belarus and Ukraine where the
population’s lives were forever
changed by nuclear disaster of
April 26, 1986, over 31 years ago.
These innocent children live in
areas contaminated by the radiation from Chernobyl. It has been
calculated that each visit of four
weeks gives the children another
two years of life!

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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This year, six boys and six girls,
all around nine or ten years of
age, come from the region around
Gomol in Belarus, and were led by
Larysa on her first visit here.
A full programme awaited the
children while they were here. We
joined them at the “Welcome Party and Barbecue” at Stockbrook
Nursery on June 17. We also
sponsored the Bowling and Roller
Blading on June 16, and the Rope

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Runners
visit on
July 3.
The visit ended
with the
traditional
farewell
party at the
community
centre in
Queens
Park. After
the 40 minute video
of the visit,
thanks
to Nick
Lang, the
children and guests tucked into
pizzas, sausage rolls, snacks and
crisps, plus a selection of soft
drinks. They had a lot of fun and
entertained the audience of hosts,
helpers and sponsors (we were
represented by President Peter
Greene). Their dancing to the
disco was something to see!!
We wish all the children the best
for the future.

www.billericayrotary.org
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President’s Day and Changeover Lunch

P

resident’s Day – an annual
event that has taken many
forms in the past: Thames Barge
trips, canal cruise, Bluebell Railway. All exciting and worthy of
celebrating the outgoing president’s year of office. And welcoming in the new president.

This year there was an added delight to a day which incorporated
the Handover Meeting on July 3.
Members and partners gathered
for a superb al fresco lunch in the
delightful garden in Stock, home
of immediate past president, Mike
and Liz.
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Handing Over
In A
Garden Of Delight
After a welcome drink, the formalities were quickly completed
(with good-hearted humour) as
Mike, addressing us all, spoke
briefly of his “memorable year”.
He thanked all the members for
their support, before handing over
the presidential chain of office
(and something looking like a bell
and sounding like a bell, so it must
have been a bell!) to Peter Greene.
Peter in turn handed his Vice-President chain to Les Sheppard.
Peter, in turn, admitted to “being
conscious of his new role” and
also “being slightly overawed as
a comparatively new boy” in the
Club, but knew he could rely on
all the members to support him.

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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Feast For All
While some members sought
shadier parts, the meeting table
then became the base for the feast
-a superb buffet of salmon, quiche

and roast beef with salad followed
by cheesecake, fruit salad and
apple pie and custard, all served
by two delightful caterers.
Past memories were discussed,
along with topics of the day, all
amid the usual good friendship we
share in Rotary.
Our thanks to Michael, Liz and all
concerned for a very happy President’s Day.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Soapbox Derby Reporting

O

thers report on the success
of this year’s Soapbox Derby.
June’s Ford News featured a full
page report on two teams of Ford
employees. Soapicorn, led by
Mark Bishop, and Soapboxspeed.
com led by James Dansey. Soapboxspeed lived up to its name, it
was the fastest soapbox on the day.
And that’s not all, we also warranted a half-page report by our
Margaret Fowler in The Pilgrim the parish magazine of the Billericay and Great Burstead Team
Ministry. Members will be aware
that Margaret spent all day man-

aging the timing recording at the
Derby, and Churches Together
had a major presence on the field
throughout the whole day with
face painting and other kids activities, with many of their members
helping out with the stewarding
throughout the day.

Club Tit-Bits
Best District Bulletin

W

e won! Yes, following on
from our national success,
the club’s monthly newsletter has
won the coveted District 1240
prize as well.
The prize was awarded at our

normal business meeting on July
24 by District Public Image Chairman, Stan Keller. (Fuller report in
the next issue).

Ferrari 70th Anniversary

J

uly 22 saw approximately 110
Ferraris travel through Biller-

icay High Street on their way to
Colchester to celebrate the 70th
Anniversary. We were out in force
as part of the marshalling for this
event, and also collected over £66
for charities supported by Rotary.
(Fuller report in the next issue).

Other Clubs’ Ne ws
Rotary Club of Billericay
Mayflower

Rotary Club of Brentwood a
Becket
Entries to the 37th Brentwood
Half Marathon and Fun Run
open on August 1, 2017 on
the dedicated web site www.
brentwoodhalf.org

Sat October 7, 2017 at 19.00 Autumn Dinner and Dance
Dinner - organiser Barry Howe.

Rotary Club of Ingatestone

Rotary Club of Chelmsford
Phoenix
Sat October 14, 2017 at 19.00 22.30 Quiz Night at Writtle Sports
and Social Club

District News too
V Festival Clear-Up Monday
August 21, 2017 - Collection of
sleeping bags, blankets etc.

District Council
Sunday September 17, 2017 at
11.00 Ingatestone’s 33rd. Five
Mile Road Race
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
i
/Bill i R

District Council Meeting - Writtle
College. August 30 19.30-21.30

District 1240 Conference
Fri September 22, 2017 at 10.00 www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

Sun 24th September 2017 - 13.00
at Norton Park Hotel, Sutton
Scotney, Near Winchester. A
great programme of speakers on
the theme of “Rotary for Life”.
Excellent entertainment. Keynote
speaker - Steve Brown - captain of
GB Wheelchair Rugby Team.
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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Quiz Time – How Good Are Your Maths?

S

ome members have suggested
that we set a quiz rather than
jokes in this space. As editor,
delighted to oblige.
So, for all you mathematical
geniuses out there, I relate here
some that Bert French had to
answer in his maths exam in
1939 and quoted them at lunch.
Bert had 45 minutes to answer
them. See if you can beat that.
No prizes – just all in good fun
and fellowship. No calculators
please – Bert didn’t have one!
Kindly send your answers and
time taken to:
trevjanbond1@aol.com
1. Take £37. 19s. 91/2p from
£53. 4s 6d
Answer............ ?
2. Divide 4998 by 17
Answer.............?
3. Now say how you could
obtain, by a short method,
the result of dividing 4998
by 8½ (you should not work
it out)

4. Find the area in square feet
of a garden 41 yard 2ft long
and 12 ft wide?
Answer..........?
5. How many 1s. 3d books can I
buy for £3 8s 9d ?
Answer................................?
6. A dairy has a 10 gallon churn
of milk. Half of it is sold over
the counter at 7½d a quart
and the other half is sold to

schools, in bottles containing
one third of a pint, for each
of which ½d is charged. Find
the total amount the dairy
receives for the milk?
Answer..........?
7. Coal costs £2.15s per ton.
One hundredweight lasts me
two days in my kitchen fire
if I keep it alight for eight
hours per day. What do I
spend on coal in four weeks,
if, for the first two weeks,
the fire burns for eight hours
a day and for the last two
weeks, it burns for 12 hours
a day?
Answer ...........?
8. When I hear the 9 pm time
signal on Monday my watch
is five minutes slow. When
I hear the same signal the
following Friday evening my
watch is seven minutes fast.
If my watch gains steadily all
the week, at what time, on
what day, was it exactly right?
Answer .......................?

Birthday Congratulations
We wish a Happy Birthday to IPP Mike Sinclair (Aug. 2) and Michael Ginn (Aug. 26).

Location - Reids Billericay
We meet on
Mondays at
12.45 for 13.00
If there is a fifth
Monday in the
month, please
check the website for information.
Reids, 66-68 Laindon Road, Billericay,
Essex, CM12 9LD Tel: +44 1277 632378

Aug 7
Laura Try - Rowing round the UK
Aug 14
Joe Massey - volunteering in Myanmar
Aug 14 (18.30-20.30) at Reids Gallery
Joint Services Meeting & Club Council
Page 16
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Aug 21
Business Meeting
Aug 28
No Meeting - Bank Holiday
Sept. 4
D.G. Nick Sillitoe’s official visit
Sept. 11
Molly Sun Wai - Tanzania
Other dates for your diary:
Sept. 14
Rotary Clubs’ Twinning visit from
France, Italy & Sweden
Sept. 22-24
District Conference in Winchester
Nov. 4
Round Table Fireworks Display
Dec. 3
Christmas Market

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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