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President’s Message
A Final Push And A Stark Reminder
In This Month’s
Issue

W

hile our concentration centres firmly on our Soapbox
Derby in just a month’s time – and
you can see inside just now busy
we are – newspaper columns remain full of the fall out following
the terror attack at Westminster.
It is a sharp reminder to us not
to be complacent as we hear the
stories of innocent folks who have
been impacted by this mindless
act. In this context, it was comforting to
receive supportive messages from
our friends
in Beausoleil
who had a
similar experience when
neighbour-

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

ing Nice suffered a similar awful
attack. Their solidarity is appreciated at this difficult time.
With three-quarters of the Rotary
year complete, we are gearing up
for the final push and I’m hoping
not to be a lame duck president
as Peter prepares for his presidential year. There is still much to
get done between now and then,
particularly as we approach the
Bank Holiday and the Spectacular
Charity Soapbox Derby.
Soapbox news is reported amply
in the following pages. Suffice to
say that I look forward to passing
future Saturday mornings in the
company of as many of our members as possible as we continue
our High Street promotion in the
build up to the day.
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Learning Lesson
One of my great privileges recently was to attend the inaugural
meeting of Buttsbury RotaKids
Club at Buttsbury Junior School,
where I presented the officers and
members with their badges. I was
accompanied by my shadow with
his camera, and Margaret Fowler
whose efforts had brought us to
this exciting moment.
I made a short nervous
address before the presentation took place and
the children were attentive and quiet (our club
members could learn
something here). Their
(continued next Page)
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President’s Message (continued)

teacher, Sally Lavelle, seemed to
exercise total control over them
and they knew instantly what
was meant by a raised eyebrow or
a pointed finger and responded
accordingly (your president could
learn something here!) I am sure
we weren’t so well behaved when
we were their age.
This leads on to the presentation
that Alison Deakin made to the
club on March 13 during which
she recited an extract from the
late Joan Grenfell’s work amongst
other things. This was a commentary from a teacher as she took her
class. We never did find out what
it was that George should not do
and it was a long way removed
from my experience at Buttsbury,
but nonetheless an interesting and
amusing series of recitals and poems - a pleasant change from our
normal format.
Wednesday March 8 was our Tea

Party held in conjunction with the
Billericay Mayflower Club to highlight and refocus our efforts to end
polio now. Teabags were donated
by Typhoo and greengage jam by
Tiptree Jams. The event was held
simultaneously with other rotary
clubs throughout the country in
a mass demonstration of Rotary’s
determination to eradicate polio
from the planet.
The initial tea party raised funds
for the club to donate to Rotary
Foundation and further funds will
be raised when the empty jars are
filled with coins. The 52,000 jars
donated will promise further substantial funds for Rotary Foundation in the coming months as we
celebrate the 100th anniversary of
Rotary’s charity.

Plaque For St Luke’s?
On March 16 I attended the
unveiling of a plaque at St. Luke’s
Hospice to commemorate the
fundraising efforts of Rotary
District 1240. The unveiling was
performed by District Governor
Terry Dean. Whilst it is always
nice for our efforts to be appreci-

ated, I think it would have been
just as appropriate if our District
Governor had unveiled a plaque
commemorating the fantastic
work carried out by the very caring organisation of St. Luke’s.
Finally, back to the Soapbox
Derby. Radio interviews are being
conducted as you read this and
our publicity machine is being

cranked up for a final flourish.
Peter is despatching the weekly
Soapbox Derby bulletin to the
participants, service clubs and
other helpers and media contacts.
Momentum is building so let’s aim
for a full house, and it’s still not
too late to sell more banners!

S e p te m b e r Tw i n n i n g E x c u r s i on
Stop Press:
Hold the date

S

tephen Metcalfe MP, the local
MP for South Basildon and
East Thurrock is joining in the fun
when we are hosting our friends
and fellow Rotarians from Beausoleil, Alba, Ovada, and Karslhamn
in September this year. Stephen
has graciously agreed to host our
visitors and local Rotarians for a
personal guided tour of the Houses of Parliament, in the morning
of Saturday September 16, 2017.
And that’s not all, Stephen will
join us afterwards for an hour and
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a half lunchtime cruise along the
Thames in the ‘Symphony’, Bateaux London’s cruise boat noted
for its all-glass structure which
enables guests to enjoy the magnificent views of London without
any interruption. We will have
sole use of the Tower room, a private dining room at the rear of the
boat, which seats 60 people, for a

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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three-course set lunch
with full waiter service, and with a paying bar where you can
buy your own drinks,
should you wish. The
Houses of Parliament,
the Coca-Cola London Eye, St. Paul’s Cathedral and
the Tower of London are amongst
the famous landmarks we should
see.
Numbers will be limited and
priority will be given to our visitors, so if you want to go then let
Malcolm Acors know as soon as
you can.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Soapbox 2017 Diar y
C o u nt d o w n - O nly O n e Mo nt h t o g o !

O

ur regular monthly status
follows below.

Newsletters

Entries
Entry List is now closed!
We have exceeded our target for
soapbox entrants with a total of
63. A new on-line facility has been
implemented so that anybody who
has failed to get an entry place can
register on the website so that we
can notify them as soon as next
Year’s Entry List opens.

Management of the process
Our small management committee continues to meet to plan for
the 2017 event. We have been
joined by representatives from
Round Table, and the Rotary
Club of Billericay Mayflower, who
provide us with valuable advice
and experience. We hope for all
members’ active support as we
work towards this year’s event.

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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We have started regular weekly
Soapbox Derby newsletters, and
have distributed five editions to
all entrants, helpers, committee
members, and the Press.

High Street Publicity
We have a regular stand on Billericay High Street, starting from
March 25, and will be there - with
members’ support, until “Derby
Day Weekend”. Thanks to Roger
Kettle for organising the stand
and Malcolm Acors for the “Soapboxes, Leaflets and transportation” If you can help, and haven’t
signed up yet, please let Roger
know when you can help. Public
response had been almost universally favourable and some tickets
have been sold too.

Club Public Image
We have ordered 12 large banners

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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(3.5 metre by 2 metre) to cover the
large fencing at the top and bottom of the track. In addition, we
have ordered “wraps” or “sleeves”
to fit round the megaflatables
“sausages” which line the track,
All of the above with our club
name Rotary Club of Billericay
emblazoned on it.
Finally, we have ordered a gazebo
which is also branded with the
club name. Members of the public
will be in no doubt which club has
organised the event.

Facebook & Twitter
We continue to get favourable
Facebook comments and our
Tweets “Re-tweeted” providing
valuable publicity to a large and
growing audience.

Banners
Thanks to Roger’s efforts, sales
have already exceeded those of last
year at over £4100.

www.billericayrotary.org
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Is It A Lawnmower? No, It’s A Soapbox!
Students
Planning To
Mow Down
‘Thunder Road’

L

ast year – bicycles. This year
– lawnmowers. Yes, that’s
right..... LAWNMOWERS !
They won’t be cutting the grass
at Queen Elizabeth Field – and
probably won’t look much like
lawnmowers as they hurtle down
the Soapbox Derby track along
London Road on May 1. That,
believe it or not, is the chosen
design of the pupils of Shenfield
High School.
As Claire Helim, STEM Coordinator/ Science Primary Liaison at
the school explains: “Last year we
deconstructed bicycles. We used
the braking system and wheels
and built a wooden chassis. This
year we are using ride-on lawnmowers” Simples!
Asked why they were entering
again, Claire said: “The students
had an excellent time creating
their designs and then constructing them. They loved to be able
to race their soapboxes down a
slightly hair-raising track in a
record time.”
This year the school has entered
two teams and each team has

The 2017 Entry
selected a driver. Ten students are
involved. School project or just a
fun day?

Key skills
“It is a STEM (science, technology,
engineering and mathematical)
project, “ adds Claire. “Students
who have an interest in one or all
of these subjects choose to take
part in the project as an extracurricular activity.
“They learn a variety of key skills
and team work. How to create a
design and, using that design, they
can construct and engineer their
soapbox, bringing a design to life.”
It’s not just the students who
thrive on it. “It gives the school

and the teaching staff great satisfaction and enjoyment to see the
students inspired and engaged in
an activity that is STEM based.”

A Fabulous Day
Joseph Smith, Year 13, adds: “We
are looking forward to entering
again and trying to make it down
the whole track in one piece. Last
year I drove the Pope Box.”
Year 11 student Shakira Barr adds:
“We had a fabulous day last year
when we dressed up in Batman
costumes . It was fun designing
the soapbox and running down
the track. We came third in the
student race and hope to do even
better this year.”

Tw o o f t h e H i g h S c h o o l ’s 2 0 1 6 E n t r i e s
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S o ap b ox D e r b y 2 0 1 7 - P u b l i c Im a g e

T

hrills and Spills
indeed. Our local
newspaper the Billericay Gazette featured
our Soapbox Derby
yet again with a full
page article on Page
15 of its March 15,
2017 issue.
Thanks to our
excellent relations
with the editorial staff
of the Newspaper
Group, the Gazette
shows yet again how
much it supports
local charitable
efforts in the town.
We will forgive them
for not mentioning in
full our club name you can lead sub-editors to water but you
cannot always make
them drink, i.e. mentioned in press
release, edited out Gazette’s privilege.
After all, not one
press photograph
in 2016 showed our
Club name on any
track wraps because
with everything
happening we didn’t
think to put them on.
Your excellent Soapbox Derby committee
has seen fit to correct
that this year.

PhoenixFM

President Mike and
Trevor Bond will
meet Phoenix FM’s
John Hawthorne, to
conduct an interview.

Chelmsford
Community
Radio

Trevor and Peter
Greene will link up
with Rob Peters from
“Rotary Round-Up”
- the five Chelmsford
Rotary clubs broadcast on Chelmsford
Community Radio
to send our message
further afield. The
station was originally
just broadcast over
the internet but is
now available on FM
on 104.4 MHz.

Gateway978 FM

Wider support
The media are responding well again.
In addition to the excellent Gazette coverage, Echo newspapers
have promised to
project the event with
news and features
and local radio has
picked up the baton.
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

Gateway in Basildon
have also agreed to
interview a member
or members of the
Soapbox Derby committee. Watch this
space for interview
reports and feedback.
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Sp e a ke rs’ C or ne r
From Ancient to Modern – A Life of Change
called: “A test for the liver”, adding: “Morning work, then drinks
in the pub, return about three.”
(Les, sounds a bit like journalism to
me! - Editor)

Floppy Discs

F

or dinosaurs like your editor
“new technology” might have
space shipped from the moon,
“computer” was something nasty
in the woodshed and “app” and
“smart phone” are now the first
words uttered by a baby in a pram.
So, it is always revealing to listen
to someone, like our own Les
Sheppard, for whom all these
things, under a heading of “Bits
and PCs” not only made for a
successful career from the “system”, but helped others to do so.
A dinosaur can only listen and
admire!
If Les lost we dinosaurs later in
definition, early on there was a
nodding of memory heads as
he used words like punch cards,
printer and Midland Bank where
he worked in international banking from 1980-83. A time he

Les’s working life after university
was a series of moving on, learning all the time, from first days
programming something called an
Elliott 905 print machine to work-

ing for CAP, an early software
house, helping set up small business systems and an age of floppy

discs, banking, consumer credit
at Lombard, staff management
and the portent of a “lightweight
portable” (16lbs!!) Apple Mac with
NHS Healthcare and BUPA.
Investment banking in the late
Nineties was followed back at
Ford’s Basildon as programme
manager/consultant and trainer in the early Noughties, as he
described: “The period of mobile
phones and laptops.”

He is the newest recruit to our
membership but his Rotarian
allegiance happened early in his
life when he became involved with
Rotaract.
When, as the next president-elect,
he works in harness with our
own IT wizard, Peter Greene in
2017-2018, the club will have
bragging rights not only as the
oldest Rotary club in Billericay but
two members at the top table well
equipped to meet all the needs of
Rotary’s changing face.

Evacuation, Pronunciation and a Soapbox Sonnet
Alison Deakin
supplies a hatful
of fun memories

M

ake ‘em laugh, make ‘em
laugh, make ‘em laugh –
and wear a funny hat. Old comedy
routine and it still works today as
Alison Deakin proved when she
accepted Ben Clarke’s invitation to
address us over lunch on March

Page 6
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13. Tales of her life embroidered
with woolly hats and flat caps!

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
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Alison, widow of great club
(continued on next Page)
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Sp e a ke rs’ C or ne r
Evacuation ( c o nt i nu e d )
stalwart Rtn. Neville, admitted she
only came up with a subject while
letting the train take the strain
down to Wiltshire to see her son.
“I thought Referendum, Brexit,
Trump, Scotland Referendum. No!
Instead, she recalled starting her
life during a bombing raid on
Belfast Docks, her father stationed
at Londonderry in RAF Air Sea
Rescue. And in 1939 became an
evacuee.

Love of Shakespeare

her and Violet Short, they gave
me a love of English literature and
particularly, Shakespeare. Hence,
Sonnet 18.
“Shall I compare thee to a summer’s
day?
Thou art more lovely and more
temperate:
Rough winds do shake the darling
buds of May,
And summer’s lease hath all too
short a date........etc, etc
And true to Rotary ideals (how
else having enjoyed such a wonderful life with Neville), Alison
finished on a topical note with this
Soapbox sonnet – ‘fast and clean’.
Me and my crew, five workers
strong
A group of handy men. What can
go wrong?
We get up early, building under
morning sheen
Only one goal to achieve: win that
race with our machine!
Salty sweat floods warmly, creating
the greatest vehicle ever seen,
A true beauty to behold: gold, red,
black and green,
Us, working on our soap box, all
night long,
We shall win! The air fills with our
merry song.
The race begins! We start up fast.
Pushing our cart in a flash of light.
The tension rised while the minutes
past.
We are getting ahead, reaching out
of sight
After all our effort, we became
winners at last
Happiness prevails while we drive
into the night.

Moved on to school in Brentwood.
“I was lucky enough to have a
brilliant English teacher. Between

Take heed all you Soapbox daredevils and thank you Alison – just
wonderful.

know the other one.”
Oh, hello Mrs Hingle We are having our Free Activity Period when
each little individual chooses his or
her own occupation
Who is making that buzzing noise?
Well, stop it please, Neville!
George – don’t do that...
No, Sidney, not good-bye. Mrs Hingle has only just come. No, sorry
she hasn’t got a funny hat on, that’s
her hair.... ( and more.....)
Change to flat cap and memories
of elocution lessons with Mrs
Hammond or Miss Short. “reminded me of Joyce Grenfell.”,
adding: “She would turn in her
grave at this Cockney Rhyming
Slang:

First quip:

A boy to his older sister (by
Gareth Owen)
O course I won’t tell Kevan
That I caught you kissing Sid
Promises last for ever and they only
cost five quid.

Stop it, Neville!
School at Great Burstead (told
putting on woolly hat) and
straight out of Joyce Grenfell’s
famous Nursery Activity Period featuring her own grandson
George and well, as she said: “You
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

I went for a ride in my Dad’s jam
jar
Brand new porsche, hell of a car
Saw a man in his whistle and flute
All sort of posh in a pin-stripe
suit....
And fourteen more verses (...****)

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Sp e a ke rs’ C or ne r
Vi t a l He l p to C i a m a n d a Pr i m a r y S c h o o l
Water Aid - Schools
Link Giving New Hope

F

ew, if any of us, has ever heard
of Ciamanda Primary School
nor its base in Embu, Kenya.
Reverend Margaret Fowler, now
an established club member,
enlightened us as our speaker on
March 27 when she highlighted
the reason why she has endowed
herself to a project close to all
Rotary hearts - Water Aid.
Margaret said: “I’ve been visiting Ciamanda Primary School as
part of the Chelmsford Diocesan
Schools project since 2009. Christ
Church in Perry Street where I
am curate joined with Buttsbury
Junior School in a link project
which seeks to promote cultural
and educational understanding
and is sponsored by The British
Council. I have now made seven
visits to Kenya with teachers from
Buttsbury and six teachers from
Ciamanda have visited Billericay.”

She added: “Last year no visit
was planned so I took a group of
twelve from Billericay to Kenya
in the October half-term”, and
addressed the problems they have
found over the years.
* The school is in a rural area in
the foothills of Mount Kenya
* Area is very green but frequent
droughts and lack of water supply
create a huge problem
* Children had to walk over a
Page 8

mile before 8.00 am to the river
to collect polluted water in dirty
containers for cooking, cleaning
and drinking.
* Effect: Children were tired before school lessons and frequently
sick through drinking dirty water.
* Cost of clean water supply about £10 a month which the
school could not afford.
When, naively, she asked on her
first visit, why the school couldn’t
have a water tank, she was told:
“It’s just a dream.”

At that time Margaret worked for
a City law firm. Told of her concerns their team raised enough
money to pay for clean piped
water to the school for three years.
“Since that time my former firm
also paid for three water tanks to
be built. Ciamanda’s dream became true.”
The tanks also harvest water from
the school roofs when it rains

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

and topped up from mains water
when dry. The school can now
grow crops to support a lunchtime
feeding programme for orphaned
and destitute pupils. “I learned
from some grandmothers in 2013
that they could afford only to feed
their grand children about twice a
week. Which is when Buttsbury
School came in, raising £2,800 in
2016 to support the programme at
a cost of £12 a day to feed a child.”

In addition to the feeding project,
an education fund enables poor
but bright children to attend senior school, which is not free so the
poorest pupils finish school at 12
years old.
Margaret said: “None of this
would be possible but for the
headteacher of Ciamanda , Mrs
Lucy Mbogo who embraces all
proposed projects. And as one
pupil told me: “You have made
our school famous in our county.”

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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District Council
Choral Success for
Colchester Forum

T

he Rotary Club of Colchester Forum were the proud
winners of the 1240 Short Film
Competition when the votes were
counted at the District Council
meeting at Writtle College on
March 15. Vice-president Peter
Greene and myself represented
our club.
Their winning entry was a
film about their Young Choir
competition for which they
received a cheque for £250.
Second was our daughter club
with a film about their Mayflower
Christmas Market and a cheque

for £100. Third was Brentwood a
Becket with a prize of £50 for their
film about the Brentwood Half
marathon. The fourth entry from
Chelmsford Rivermead arrived
only that day.

A Vibrant District
DG Terry Dean gave an update on
Clacton Jubilee Club.

Radio Show
t Public Image – PDG Stan
Keller reported that several
Clubs had entered the RIBI
Public Image Competition.
The 5 Chelmsford Clubs do
a monthly two-hour show
on Chelmsford Community
Radio and would welcome
contributions.
t Foundation – PDG Ken Buck
announced that there have
only been three confirmed polio cases to date this year. He
encouraged us to think about
projects eligible for District
Grants.
t Community Service – PDG
Alan Clark has been away and
would like to be advised about
forthcoming events.
t International – Andy Hunter reported that a cheque in
excess of £10,000 has been
presented to Send a Cow, and
£1200 has been sent to Nairobi North Club to improve
Kimuuni Primary School. The
District International Lunch
on Sunday May 22 has been
cancelled due to lack of support.

Lack of Funding
Separately, he invited those
present to announce their
forthcoming events, which led to
a lively exchange - a proof of how
vibrant a district we are.
Reports by the Chairs of the
District Service Committees are
on the District and Club websites;
there were a few updates.
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

t Youth Service – In the absence
of PDG Peter Dowse, AG Ann
Holmes spoke about the recent
Youth Speaks Competitions.
Phil Grigg stated that this was
proving a difficult year for
RYLA with funding from only
19 Clubs (27 last year).
t Functions – PDG Ian McMeekan encouraged us to submit

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

entries for the District Quiz on
April 21, and to support the
Teddy Bears Picnic in Colchester on June 4.
t Voting - delegates approved
the appointment of P.G.
Conway FCA as Independent
Examiner of the District General Accounts and those of the
District Charitable Trust Fund
for the Rotary Year 2016-7.
t Awards - DG Terry presented the District 1240 Summer
Sports Trophies.

Jam And More Jam
t Purple4Polio Report – PDG
Ken Buck attended the Tea
Party organised by RIBI President Eve Conway on Wednesday March 8 and was aware
that a number of clubs had
held their own events.

He still has many jars of jam
in his garage and made a plea
that these should be collected
by the relevant clubs.
t Conference - There has been
a poor response to date with
bookings for the District
Conference to be held near
Winchester from September
22-24. Next District Council
meeting will be held at Writtle
College on August.30.
In conclusion DG Terry thanked
everyone for attending the meeting and all those involved in its
organisation.
By Ed Harrison
www.billericayrotary.org
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New RotaKids Club Pledge To Help Community

A

Tuesday at the end of February, and just a week after half
term, and President Mike Sinclair,
President-Elect Peter Greene and
Rtn. Margaret Fowler who is the
principal liaison and Mentor with
the club, all assembled at Buttsbury School. Why? Because, as
announced in last month’s Newsletter, this was the inauguration
of the new RotaKids club at this
Junior School.

It saw the enrolment of the 37
members of the club, and its first
formal meeting.
The meeting started with an address by Sally Lavelle, deputy head
at the school and lead teacher for
the club, who introduced the Rotary Club members and explained
the importance of the day.

Vice-President Charlie King,

President Mike then gave a brief
talk on the objectives of Rotary
and RotaKids and our shared
desire to help others in the community. He ended by saying “We
can help you with your projects to
achieve this, and to raise money
for charity, and you should be able
to help us with our projects”.
Then the five officers of the club Page 10

President Julia Harris,

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

Secretary Millie K, Treasurer
Oliver Bell and Events Manager
Scarlett Costigan, went up to be
awarded their Badges of Office
and a RotaKids Pledge Card from
President Mike.
This was followed by each club
member also going up and receiving their club badges and Pledge
Cards from Mike.
Then to the inaugural meeting.
President Julia and Vice President
Charlie moved to the front of the
room and started the meeting,

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

(continued on Page 12)
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ROTARIANS UNITE TO FIGHT POLIO
Tea and
Fellowship –
Scrummy!

W

e reported last month on
the planned Purple4Polio
Tea Party and this has now successfully concluded.
We played our part in supporting
International Women’s Day and
the Purple4Polio national Tea
Party. Members from our Club
and the Rotary Club of Billericay
Mayflower gathered in St Mary
Magdalen Church in the High
Street to celebrate the event with
a delightful tasting of scones
organised by Angela Clarke and

her ladies of Inner Wheel, topped
with greengage jam supplied by
Wilkins of Tiptree and lashings of
cream.
The event was staged nationwide
as part of the final drive to eradicate polio which still exists in just

Bert, Ben, Norman and Chandra - L to R

a couple of Asian countries.
Nick Sillitoe, DG president-elect,
from the Mayflower Club, thanked
everyone for making the tea party
such a success.
Set out tables of four enabled
everyone to

(continued on next Page)

Jeannie, Jan, Trevor and Ken - L to R

Rotary - Leading the fight against Polio
For over 30 years, Rotary and its members have been committed to fighting to eradicate polio across the
world. The amount of polio-endemic countries has dropped from 125 to just three, with over 2.5 billion children receiving vaccinations thanks to the help of Rotary.
With eradication now closer than ever, Rotary International in Great Britain and Ireland’s latest campaign,
Purple4Polio, is designed to unite communities to engage in activities as part of the final push to eradicate
polio for good.
The campaign ties in with the 100 year anniversary of The Rotary Foundation, Rotary’s own and only charity,
which has played a key role in making polio eradication become close to a reality, along with hundreds of
other projects both in Great Britain and Ireland and overseas.
International Women’s Day (IWD) was Wednesday 8th March and the theme for 2017 is ‘Be Bold for
Change’. This ties in with Rotary and its End Polio Now and Purple4Polio campaigns. RIBI President Eve
Conway therefore organised a high profile Purple4Polio Tea Party in London at 4pm on this day. Clubs and
districts across all of Great Britain and Ireland helped this effort by holding their own unique Purple4Polio
tea parties, taking place all across the country at the same quintessentially British tea time .
www
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
twitter com/BillericyRotary

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
www facebook com/BillericayRotary
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ROTARIANS UNITE TO FIGHT POLIO (continued)
Nick & Peter (Mayflower) and Peter - L to R

mix and match companionship
and enjoy the occasion.
Our photographs tell the tale

John Alan Jackie Jill Chris Liz & Barbara (Mayflower)

well as always, although we did
have serious competition from
the Mayflower’s newsletter editor

Yvonne Kyndt – nothing wrong
with a bit of competition within
our two clubs!

New RotaKids Club (continued)
(continued from Page 10)

with Vice-President
Charlie reading the Pledge
and then repeating it in
unison with all the club
members.
Time was taken for the
RotaKids to exchange
information on what they
had already been doing to
support the community.
There was then discussion
on what charities the
club might like to support, with

suggestions including Little
Havens Children’s Hospice

because some of the Year 5
children had already made
a visit there and were very
impressed by what they
had seen, and wanted to
support the work of the
Hospice. Also mentioned
were Great Ormond
Street, British Heart
Foundation, and several
others.
Members will consider the
options and make the final
choice at the next meeting.

L o n d o n Te r r o r i s t A t t a c k
Goodwill From
Beausoleil And A
Personal Experience

R

otary fellowship knows no
international boundaries.
So, when our dear friends in the
Beausoleil Rotary Club in France
heard the news of the London
terrorist attack, they messaged
us on Facebook within a couple
of hours, saying: “Our thoughts
are with you.“ Reciprocal of our
message to them at the time of the
Paris terrorist outrages.
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Unexpectedly one of our team was
almost caught up in the events.
Peter Greene and wife Wendy
were driving to Tate Britain for the
Hockney exhibition that afternoon. As they approached Westminster Bridge they were held up
by a coach as it reversed into a
parking space – Oh .. so .. slowly. Eventually able to pass --with
appropriate comments about
a French coach full of students
holding up London traffic, they
passed through the area at about
2.30 pm. Safely at the Tate, they

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
www twitter com/BillericyRotary

went to switch off phones only
to see unfolding news about the
shooting at Parliament and the
car attack on Westminster Bridge,
including three French students! It
had all happened only 10-15 minutes after they had passed there.
So so lucky for them!
After the deaths and injuries on
the day, their travails in navigating
through the traffic and avoiding
the closed roads was put into
perspective. Like us all, their
thoughts turned to those injured
and those who didn’t survive.

www
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Billericay Club News (continued)
Meeting Donation
Requests

Know Your Blood
Pressure

W

e continue to support financial requests for donations where members think they
are in a good cause. The following
were approved by members at
the business meeting on Monday March 20, when secretary Ed
Harrison announced that we had
agreed to four recent donation
requests.
1. Molly Sun Wai – Molly is
going to Tanzania in May for 3
months to do charity work for
VSO and has requested financial assistance. A contribution
of £200 was agreed subject to
the usual provisos.
2. Joe Massey – Joe, whom we
supported previously for his
trip to Madagascar, is going
to Burma for 3 months on a
Prospect Volunteer Trip and
has requested financial assistance again. A contribution of
£100 was agreed.
3. Chernobyl Children’s Lifeline – Matthew Craig Greene
has asked if we would again
support two activities (to the
same value as last year) when
the children are here in the
summer:
1) Rope runners – confidence
and agility course (£195) and
2) Bowling and Roller Skating ( £185). A contribution of
£380 was agreed.
4. Rotarian David Friend –
David is President of the
Rotary Club of Millom in
Cumbria and was previously
a President of Basildon Club.
He is working on a Global
Grant application to support
bee-keeping in Ethiopia and
has requested our support.
A contribution of £200 was
agreed.

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

Rotary International Great Britain
and Ireland (RIBI) are committed supporters of the Know Your
Blood Pressure campaign and won
a Life After Stroke Award in 2014
in recognition of this contribution. Together, the Stroke Association and RIBI have organised
Know Your Blood Pressure events
for thirteen years.
2016 was the best year yet with
nearly 2,000 Know Your Blood
Pressure testing events taking
place across the UK. Rotarians
held over 360 of those events with
their clubs, or in partnership with
our local teams. Our club did
over 100 tests - a new record.
Our community service event is
scheduled for Saturday April 22
and has already been registered
with the Stroke Association, and
posters and recording pads have
been ordered and received. Space
in the store has been reserved with
Waitrose, and the nurses are being
arranged.
Two members are required from
09.30 (to set up) until 2.00 p.m. to
help with the event by “encouraging” shoppers to have their blood
Pressure taken.

Our Bert Toasts His Old
School
Club member, Rtn Bert French
was wearing his old school tie –
one he shares with your editor
(the school, not the tie!) – when
he proposed the Toast to his old
College at the Old Palmerians
annual dinner, which was held at
Orsett Hall on Friday, March 31.
Originally Palmer’s Boys and Girls
Schools, Grays which celebrated
its 300th anniversary in 2006, it is
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now one of most successful Sixth
Form Colleges in the UK.
Bert – or as the Old Palmerians’
committee, in deference, kindly
refer to him, Albert French, was at
Palmer’s during the second World
War (1939-45) and his wartime
memories at the school were
greatly appreciated by all those
pupils who followed after him.

There is no suggestion that he
was asked to deliver one of his
famous graces before the dinner.
(Although we lived in hope.)

A Foundation to build
upon
Save the Date - July 31. This year
is the 100th anniversary of the
formation of Rotary’s own Charity,
the Rotary Foundation. Ideas are
being mooted for a buffet meal at
Billericay Cricket Club on that day
in aid of the Charity. This would
be for club members, partners,
friends in other local clubs, and
hopefully District officials .

Visitors to our shores
September will see the arrival of
Rotarians from our four twinned
clubs of Alba, Ovada, Beausoleil
and Karlshamn for the annual
double triangular reunion. This
year, the visit is being hosted by
the Rotary Club of Basildon.
We thank Malcolm Acors, our
International chairman, for all the
effort he has put into developing
a model itinerary for their
visit, including potential visits,
www.billericayrotary.org
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Billericay Club News (continued)
accommodation and costings
which he has provided to the
Rotary Club of Basildon and
which they have now shared with
the visiting clubs.
The visit is planned for September
14 - 17, a week before the
next District Conference in
Winchester.

support of ‘local’ clubs within the
1240 district, including the Rotary
Club of Billericay.
As a way of acknowledging that
support St Luke’s wanted to mount
a commemorative plaque at the
hospice.

President’s Day
A change to our usual practice.
President Mike is proposing that
this year, we combine President’s
day with our formal Handover
meeting. Two for the price of one.
details still to be formalised but
the idea under investigation is to
host the club at Buttsbury Lodge
in Stock on the first Monday of
July.

St Luke’s Hospice
St Luke’s Hospice is extremely
grateful for the support it has received from the Rotary movement
over the years, particularly the

Rotary 1240 District Governor
Terry Dean accepted the Hospice’s
invitation to unveil the plaque on
behalf of all clubs at a ceremony
at the hospice at Nethermayne
Basildon on Thursday, 16 March
at 4pm. The unveiling followed an
informal reception and thanks.
President Mike Sinclair accepted
a personal invitation to represent
our club at this
event.
Neil Speight, Rotary Liaison at St.
Luke’s Hospice,
said in his letter
of invitation “We
would really like
clubs in Areas
Three and Four
of the District to
be represented
and accordingly I would like
to invite your
president Mike
Sinclair and a
guest (or two
other nominated
representatives
of the club) to
attend.”

Harmony
again
At the Services
Meeting on
Page 14
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March 13 it was agreed to cooperate with the successful
Harmony Brass Ensemble
in promoting their Festival
of Remembrance Concert in
Emmanuel Church on Armistice
Day, Saturday November 11.
The concert was attended by 200
people last year and raised money
for the British Legion Poppy
Appeal and Cardiomyopathy UK.
The Club name will be featured as
co-supporters on all promotion
and advertising for the concert.
In return, Harmony Brass have
agreed to promote our Soapbox
Derby amongst their members.
Proceeds from the concert to be
shared by agreed chosen charities
from Harmony Brass and The
Rotary Club of Billericay.

A Night out?
Members are ever anxious to
enjoy a social event - partners and
friends - for a meal, an outing, a
theatre show. Attempts are in hand
to find something for everyone to
enjoy in our customary manner.
The Towngate Theatre, Basildon
has recently gone through a major
refurbishment and their Spring
and Summer brochure is now
available. Trevor Bond would
like to hear back what kind of
production members would like
and try to arrange tickets etc.
Alternatively, aiming a little
higher, a show and a meal
(matinee or evening) at the
Cliffs Pavilion or Palace Theatre,
Southend might appeal. Both
have West End performers in
song, dance and drama . And the
nearby restaurants offer a wide
and excellent choice.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Other Clubs’ Ne ws

R

event is a 10 mile run and a two
mile Fun Run organised each year
by Chelmsford Mildmay. This
year the event will be held on
Sunday May 14, 2017 at 11.00 14.00, starting at Great Baddow
Recreation Ground, CM1 9RL.

otary Club of Billericay
Mayflower

Our daughter club celebrates
its 27th Charter Anniversary
on April 29, 18.45-23.30 with a
formal dinner. Black tie.
It looks like a great event. Danny
Lovey (from that club) has asked
for our help from 7.15 until 9 a.m.
approximately, in stewarding the
charities/community groups onto
the Town Square.

Rotary Club of Chelmsford
Rotary Club of Brentwood
The club is holding a Charity Quiz
on Friday May 19, 2017 at 17.15
- 22.15. The Sponsored CharityLittle Havens Hospice.

Our mother club celebrates its
90th Anniversary with a special
celebration Dinner and President’s
Night on Friday June 9, 2017
(19.00 - 22.00) - the venue?
Chelmsford Cathedral.

Rotary Club of Chelmsford
Phoenix
Thursday 6th April 18.30 Writtle
- A Heritage of 10,000 Years. In
the Northumberland Building at
Writtle College - the same venue
as District Council Meetings. This
meeting is open to all Rotarians
and members of the public.

District News too
District Quiz - April 21, 2017

Rotary Club of Basildon
Concord
The cub is holding a Mayfest
in Basildon Town Centre on
Saturday May 13, where local
charities and community
organisations will be showcasing
themselves to local people.
There will be stalls showing

at the Marconi Club, Beehive
Lane, Chelmsford. Show how
brainy your club really is!
Lecture and Meal (at 6.30pm) £14,
Lecture only (at 7.30pm) £5

Rotary Club of Chelmsford
Mildmay
Edmund Carr Great Baddow
Charity Races. This great charity

Terry Bears’ Picnic - June 4,
2017. Bring your Club End Polio
Bear to a picnic on Hollytrees
Green near Colchester Castle.
Compare travellers notes and
stories! Swap fund raising ideas.

what they do with more than
50 charities and community
organisations on show, with a
few commercial stalls and some
entertainment.
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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Something to Brighten your day

O

ne of the English national daily newspapers asked
readers:
“What does it mean to be
English?”
Some of the emails were hilarious
but this one from a chap in
Switzerland stood out;

“Being English is about
driving in a German car
to an Irish pub
for a Belgian beer, and then
travelling home,
grabbing an Indian curry or a
Turkish kebab on the way, to
sit on Swedish furniture and

watch
American or Australian shows
on a Japanese or Korean TV
which will soon be powered by a
Chinese nuclear power station.
And the most English thing of all?
Suspicion of anything foreign.”

Inner Wheel
A Rose Name
Close To Us All

H

ello Rotarians,
Spring is here but my magnolia, which is very large, is still
being a bit shy but considering we
just had a very cold night perhaps
its right to be cautious!
On the theme of gardens, on
March 13, 15 roses named “Inner
Wheel Forever” were planted
in Lake Meadows. They were
donated by our District to parks in
Billericay, Chelmsford, Colchester
Castle and Hyde Hall. The rose
was named by Princess Benedikte

of Denmark at the Inner Wheel
International Convention in
Copenhagen 2015, the roses
themselves being pink, perfumed,
long season floribundas, with
disease resistant foliage.
Roses have often been sponsored
in memory of past members, fam-

ily and friends.
The roses were
handed into
the care of the
“Friends of Lake
Meadows” represented by Charles
Novis and Billericay members
were joined by
Basildon Inner
Wheel and Basildon Mayor Cllr.
David Harrison. I think this is
the last cold spell, so we can hope
to see and particularly smell the
roses in the summer.
By Maya Gupta, Inner Wheel
Special Correspondent

Birthday Congratulations
We wish a Happy Birthday to Trevor Bond (April 2) and Norman Wilson (April 19).

Location - Reids Billericay
We meet on
Mondays at
12.45 for 13.00
If there is a fifth
Monday in the
month, please
check the website for information.
Reids, 66-68 Laindon Road, Billericay,
Essex, CM12 9LD Tel: +44 1277 632378

April 3
Molly Sun Wai – Molly is going to
Tanzania in May for VSO
April 10
Nick Sillitoe DGE
Rotary - Future and Past
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April 10 (18.30-20.30) at Reids Gallery
Joint Services Meeting & Club Council
April 17
Bank Holiday
April 24
Business Meeting & Soapbox Derby
Other dates for your diary:
April 7-9
RIBI Conference at Manchester
May 1
Soapbox Derby!!
May 20
District Assembly
May 21
Billericay Fun Walk
May 21
District International Lunch Chelmsford
Cancelled
July 9
Rotary club of Billericay Mayflower
- Summerfest
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