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President’s Message
Month Of Our Success, S orrow And Sy mpathy

T

he recent news of the terrorist
atrocity in Manchester struck
a nerve as some of us with our
partners had attended the RIBI
Conference in Manchester city
centre in April. Additionally, the
first named

victim, Georgina Callandar, was
a student at Runshaw College in
Lancashire. The college had three
teams participating in our soapbox derby earlier this month. Our
sympathies go to all the friends
and families of those affected.

I seemed to have arranged a week’s
holiday in the Lake District to
coincide with the Clubs AGM
and the District Assembly, something of a double whammy. It
was heartening to learn that Peter
(continued next Page)

This month including our special
Soapbox Derby Souvenir Supplement
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President’s Message (continued)
Greene who has been at my side
all year, stepped up to take the
reins with such consummate ease
that my return the following week
went practically unnoticed.
May began with the end. That is
to say, the end of months of hard
work and planning for our club
but particularly for the small
organising committee of the
Soapbox Derby. Bank Holiday
Monday, May 1 was the day that it
all came together, and the fun that
was had is clear to see in the special souvenir supplement to this
multi award winning newsletter.

Whole Club Effort
It just trips off the tongue – “multi
award winning newsletter” – but
how else should you describe a
bulletin that has won the 2017
District and RIBI awards for best
newsletter? Congratulations to
Trevor Bond, Peter Greene and
Tom and Malcolm Acors. It must
help, when producing a multi
award winning newsletter, if there
are interesting stories to write
about. Here the whole club has
contributed through the activities
which have been conducted.
Certainly, our soapbox derby has
provided considerable material throughout the year, whether it has been the stories of the
individual entries enhanced
with great colour photos of
the imaginatively designed
carts, or the action photos
showing apparently flying
soapboxes. It has all helped to
generate external interest in
our quirky event. We have enjoyed
support from Basildon Council,
from other local service clubs, and
even District officers have been
keen to become involved and lend
a hand. We thank them all.

Fantastic Spectacle
We have had many messages of
congratulations and I would like
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to quote a few here:
Bala Mahendra, the Chief Executive of Basildon Council wrote “ it
was a fantastic spectacle and very
well organised. It was a pleasure
to see our communities coming
together in such a way and even
the weather couldn’t dampen the
spirit on the day. I would like to
congratulate you on Billericay Rotary club’s fundraising activities”.
Our District Governor, Terry
Dean wrote ”I think this is a world
class Rotary event. Any of the
33,000 clubs worldwide would be
hard pressed to equal it”

President Sri Srivastava of the Rotary Club of Billericay Mayflower
wrote: “Well done and congratulations to you and your club for
putting up yet another spectacular
event for Billericay and raising
money for good causes.”

Wonderful Idea
Mo Larkin, the Lady Deputy Lieu-
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tenant of Essex wrote “….Wow!
What a great day and a wonderful
idea for raising money for Rotary……. What a GREAT Rotary
Club, you are all most impressive,
seeing everybody working together in harmony…..”
Liz Sinclair, Billericay’s First Lady
said … “Thank goodness that’s
over, now can you cut the grass.”
echoing the thoughts of many
partners of Billericay Rotarians.
With another Bank Holiday in the
offing, and the domestic chores
beckoning, it seems I no longer
have any excuses. Enjoy the break.

Other Notable Matters
On May 4, a strong delegation
from our club visited the Rotary
Club of Billericay Mayflower for
their dinner meeting. As always
we were made to feel very much
at home and I expressed thanks
from our club for their help at our
Soapbox Derby.
On May 13, we supported the Rotary Club of Basildon Concord’s
Mayfest, with both Michael Ginn
and Les Shepherd volunteering to
assist. (See page 9). We reciprocate
the help and support provided to
us by other service clubs wherever
we are able.
Finally, thanks to Patrick for
participating in the annual
sponsored Billericay Fun
Walk on behalf of our club,
and to Peter Greene for marshalling. We look forward to
receiving our share of the bonus pot which will determine
the amount we raise from the
sponsorship, so please ensure that
you pass your funds to our Treasurer before he submits our return.
This year’s bonus pot is a record
amount and provides an opportunity for all local organisations to
raise funds for their good causes.
Please give generously.
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Soapbox 2017 Diar y
D i d n’ t it g o w e l l !

It was easier last year!

T

his time last year we were all
basking in the glory of a successful event, enjoyed by so many
people and which had raised so
much money for charity. This
year it was my turn to manage
the process. I had no inkling how
much work was involved. If only
I’d known then what I know now!
So how did the planning go? Well,
there were numerous meetings,
meticulous minutes (thanks Ed!),
hard work by all our team (Mike,
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Malcolm, Ed, Patrick, Ken, Les
and not to forget Roger’s stirling
efforts with the banners), as well
as support from Tony Sprackling
and Dikster with their invaluable
advice, and hard work. Thanks
also to the Round Table & 41 club,
the Lions, and the Rotary clubs of
Billericay Mayflower, Wickford,
Basildon and Basildon Concord.

For the Community
The Soapbox Derby isn’t just a
charity fundraiser, it’s a major
community event for the people

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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of Billericay - a great day out. So
we needed to keep pricing attractive, yet provide more.
We knew we wanted people to
have an even better time - more
family facilities, more food outlets, more entertainment, better
Public-Address coverage, and,
particularly, more WCs (!!). We
would have a vehicle simulator,
and a video screen on the field
to relay the event, and make it
simpler to get from one side of
the track to the other. Higher
www.billericayrotary.org
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Soapbox Diary (continued)

fencing covered in banners and
more Rotary Banners to publicise
Rotary and our club. It was all
more money.

Have Derby - Need Sponsors.
We also wanted to raise even more
money than last year, but how?
Our costs were going to be so
much higher?
Thanks to the efforts of Mike and
Malcolm, Toomeys Motor Village, agreed to be a main sponsor
again, and Waterhouse Volvo
and Ground Control joined too,
and Toomeys and Billericay Self
Storage sponsored our tickets. All
bringing in much needed funding.

ducing ticket orders, over double
the industry average. Huge positive feedback from the winners one reacted “Woo Hoo!”
t We started our Billericay High
Street marketing earlier, loads of
photos of children in the soapboxes on show, handed out thousands of leaflets and sold £1600 of
advance tickets.
t We pushed online sales, selling
70% more tickets than last year,
with equal increased income.

newspapers, particularly our
friends at the Gazette. Result monthly regular reports and almost weekly features on the event
in the last month.

A Day at the Races
What was the day like? Hectic!
All the planning can’t cover every
eventuality. We’d doubled the
number of fences, but we had only
just enough. We’d planned scanners, tickets and manpower on

A multi-phased approach
What else? We quickly decided to
keep last year’s pricing to protect
the community spirit of the Derby,
but also encourage advance sales
to guarantee income to cover costs
and create a surplus for charities.
We tried new approaches:
t We opened the entry list for the
event earlier (in August)
t We started our publicity push
at the Christmas Market
t We encouraged early purchase
by setting on-the-day prices at
£5 per person, and by two promotions, sponsored by Reids, for
Mothers’ Day, and again for Easter
and St George’s Day
t Our competition for buyers
who shared that fact on Facebook
and Twitter had a take up of 22%,
an audience reach of over 33,000
and nearly 3% of the “shares” proPage 4

t We focussed on promotion via
Facebook and Twitter. People and
organizations shared with their
friends and followers. BBC Essex
shared some of our posts/tweets
and retweeted them, and this led
to three broadcast interviews on
BBC Essex, and, its video of the
Derby on the Its Facebook page
attracted over 46,000 views.
t We also did interviews on
PhoenixFM, Gateway97.8 and
Chelmsford Community Radio.
t Our Head of Publicity issued
regular press releases to local

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

the gates according to 2016 (over
50% through Gate 2) but this year,
over 50% went to Gate 1 and more
tickets, scanners and people had
to move gates. The fixed £5 cost
sped people through the gates.
The fencing erection went
smoothly and very quickly, the
larger “banners team” put up
the banners much more quickly,
the inflatable soapbox barriers
all went out faster than last time
(thanks to our supplier – Megaflatables) and the track layout
was finished ahead of time.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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S o ap b ox D e r b y ( c on t i n u e d )
The screen was a big success with
hundreds of people watching it
throughout the day, and helped
relieve the crowds at trackside.
The simulator was also much in
demand with queues throughout the day and the children’s
playground rides and inflatables
seemed to be much busier too.
They were all bets we made to
make things better, and they all

panned out. Phewww !!!.
Of course there were bound to be
challenges but, ….. they were all
dealt with quickly and excellently
thanks to the initiative of all our
people on the spot. And the biggest challenge of all – we had over
50% more spectators than last
year, but our pricing strategy and
increased advance sales ensured
they all entered quickly and safely.
It’s a major event, and it’s a tribute

to the efforts of everybody who
helped on the day that it went so
smoothly and any challenges were
resolved so speedily.

Look back in ... Satisfaction
So, what was it like apart from the
exhaustion? It was great! Thanks
to everybody’s efforts it all passed
off without any major incident
and everybody had a great time.
The comments by email, on
Facebook and on Twitter were
uniformly extremely positive. The
weather could have been better,
but …. it certainly could have
been a lot worse and it didn’t dent
anybody’s enjoyment – nobody
seemed to leave when it started to
rain.
Guys – we did well!
By Peter Greene

Vi s i t to Bi l l e r i c ay M ay f l o w e r
Roll Up for ...
Roll Out the Barrel !

N

ine club members visited
the Rotary Club of Billericay Mayflower members at their
weekly evening meeting and meal
on May 4 with a dual purpose.
Most importantly, to thank our
hosts for all the support and help
they had given us in manning two
gates at our Soapbox Derby that
previous Monday.
But also, after seeing the
prize-winning “Roll Out the
Bunting” soapbox on that Bank
Holiday Monday, we gathered
at the Burghstead Golf Club on
Thursday May 4 to hear all about
Roll Out The Barrel.
They do not come more enthusiastic or emotional as Rotarian Adrian Brewer from the Isle of Wight,
who was returning after five years
to update Mayflower members on
the Roll Out The Barrel project
which sends rolling barrels to such
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desperate areas as East Africa and,
in disaster times, such as Haiti,
and allows the recipients a much
easier way to transport water.
He explained how, in five years,
the project had grown from what
he described as “a trickle” into a
massive water-supply operation.
He said: “In a case of emergency,
we can organise the number of

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

barrels needed, get them loaded on a plane and they are there
where they are needed within
three days.”
He accompanied his talk with
slides of four-year-old children
carrying huge buckets of water on
their heads for two or three miles.
Lifting an empty one above his
head, he told the members: “Fancy
doing that? He’s four years old.
Unbelievable.”
Club members attending were:
President Mike Sinclair, president-elect Peter Greene, secretary
Ed Harrison, Margaret Fowler,
Malcolm Acors, Peter Strong,
Keith Wood, Roger Kettle and
Trevor Bond.
www.billericayrotary.org
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Sp e a ke rs’ C or ne r
It’s All Happening On The Wildside!

B

ill Goodsafe from the Essex
Wildlife Trust proved that you
can tell a good story in a short
space of time.
Restricted by luncheon problems
on Monday, May 8, Bill was given
just 15 minutes to address us.
What he revealed in that time was:
t 4FDSFUTPGUIFIJEEFOWJMMBHF
under Hanningfield Reservoir
t ćFSFTFSWPJSJTOPXPOFPGUIF
most natural wildlife habitats in

the east of England
t ćFTQSJOHUJNFTIPXPGXPPE
anemonies , bluebells and hazel as
seen in areas like Norsey Woods is
quite special.
t )FEHFSPXTĘPVSJTIBOEUIF
birds flock back from their winter
haunts
“We have a responsibility to the
people of Essex to maintain these
wildlife areas, not least the protection of the fish
in the reservoir
and the rivers.”,
he said. “And
we now have
something like
2,000 coots
each year on

the reservoir.”
One sad note: “We are suffering a
dormouse population loss. We are
working on it.”
Volunteers were essential. “We
could not exist without them. We
now make our own timber for
fences and rails and to build our
hides.
And we do survive largely on
membership and donations.”

A Vi s i on For A B e tt e r Futu re
Seeing An End
to Sight Poverty

N

o-one lives in poverty because of poor eyesight.
No-one lives with poor eyesight
because of poverty.
This was the powerful vision expressed by from Brian Ellis from
Vision Aid Overseas when he
addressed our club over lunch on
May 22. “Our mission is to enable
people living in poverty to access
affordable glasses and eye care.”
In developing countries, 670 million people face poverty because
they can’t afford a simple eye test.
“Without eye tests, vision and
health problems go undiagnosed
and untreated, children miss out
on education and their parents
can’t work, “ he
added.
VAO work in
six African
countries: Botswana, Burkina
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Faso, Ethiopia, Ghana, Sierra
Leone and Zambia. How do they
deliver? As Brian, founder of VAO
in 1985, explained: “Through our
outreach services. We train local care workers, establish vision
centres in poor and marginalised
areas and work with their governments.

the benefits with many recovering from blurred vision and
collection centres being set up to
dispense glasses.
He showed several child and
adult case studies, stressing:
“We’ve helped hundreds of people like them but there are millions more who need our help.”
Support financially has to come
from fundraising and sympathetic
donations. “Five pound will pay
for one eye test, £22 for a day of
eye-care training. Any donation
can change a life.”

Seeing Benefits
The figures:
t 153m cannot see properly,
have short or long sightedness
t 517m older people have
blurred vision which affects
the work, sewing or reading
t 13m children in the world
need spectacles.
“It’s not statistics that matter for
the people whose lives are transformed. We are beginning to see

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

He added a sobering thought:
“Does any of this affect us ? Well,
you don’t want to be buying rotten
coffee beans because the sorters
cannot see to remove them.”

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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F u n Wa l k F u n
How We Enjoyed
Walking For Fun
And Great Causes

F

un Walk means fun time and
wonderful money raised for
charity and good causes. Again
this year we committed our club
to being involved.
Patrick Rothon, in the absence of
normal annual club walker Roger
Kettle- holidaying somewhere
exotic! - and Rev. Margaret Fowler
girded their loins and took up the
challenge. Our thanks to them.
And incoming president, Peter
Greene resisted the challenge to
actually walk the course, and acted as a marshal for the fourth year
running. Vital job, right man for
it. Thank you, Peter.
Patrick and Margaret were among
the estimated 2,000 who walked
the walk from many of Billericay’s
charities, all raising money.

Old, young, short, tall, thin, large,
on their own or pushing baby
strollers. No matter. There was a
course for everyone: very short
for the babies and disadvantaged,
three miles for the energetic and a
short one mile walk for those who
felt it was right for them.

Great effort by an MP with a general election on his mind!
The sun shone, many charities had
stalls on the field near the start
including our friends and one of
our supported charities, the Chernobyl Children’s Life Line.

to the marshals, the Barleylands
team and to our family of volunteers and committee members for
making it all possible.

Medal Sponsors
The monies raised by the charities
will be made known at the presentation evening in September,
date to be announced, when bonus pot cheques will be awarded.
John Baron said: “This year’s walk
has already been a great success with a record bonus pot of
£50,000 to be distributed on top of
what the 100 local charities raise
courtesy of over 2,000 walkers taking part. Our thanks go to them,

Rubbish Collection!

“Our thanks also to our bonus pot
sponsors which this year included
Swan Housing Association, c2c
Rail Ltd, Abellio Greater Anglia,
Hallmark Care Homes, .... and
other individuals and companies.
£50,000 will help many good causes. To Hallmark Care Homes for
sponsoring the medals, Abi’s Catering Supplies Ltd and Makro for
the BBQ, to Essex & Suffolk Water
for their bottled water, to Gateway
97.8 for great music, the Private
Ambulance Service for manning
an ambulance on the day and to
Jim Shrubb, our Town Crier.
A great team effort all round.”

The keen ones set the pace at the
front. The majority were just out
to enjoy themselves in a this community event. As usual, John Baron followed round the long course
to the end, making sure everyone
finished safely and collecting up
rubbish discarded by walkers.
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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2 0 1 7 D i s t r i c t As s e m b l y
we would be able to sponsor an
phoon and community developDoubling Up On
operating table; this charity can
ments in the Philippines from
provide speakers.
2014 to date.
Our Success

W

hat was good enough for
the judging panel in Manchester, was good enough again
at the District Assembly at Writtle College on Saturday May 20
when Public Image Chairman,
Stan Keller announced that our
club had been awarded the Geoff
Player Trophy for Best Club Bulletin, the second year in succession,
and the Stan Keller Trophy for
Best Online Presence had gone to
the Rotary Club of Clacton, thus
mirroring the public image awards
to both clubs at the recent RIBI
confernce in Manchester.
Our club was represented by
incoming president Peter Greene,
president elect Les Sheppard,
Peter Strong and myself. District
Governor Terry Dean welcomed
those attending before handing
over to DGE Nick Sillitoe. After
Nick’s short introduction and welcome, each of the District Chairs
gave a brief overview of their
priorities for the year. The awards
followed.

World Aid
Rtn Nigel Dyson PHF introduced
Liz Baker, Marketing Manager at
Tiptree Jams, who spoke about
Rotary’s long involvement with
Wilkin & Sons. DG Terry presented a Certificate of Appreciation
to Liz on behalf of the company.
District International Chairman
Andy Hunter introduced Kathleen
Muir and Ashley Rowell from
Build Aid, a UK registered charity
dedicated to providing permanent
construction aid for people in
need around the world.
Previous projects: working in
Sri Lanka from 2005 until 2008,
in Nepal from 2009 until 2010,
post-earthquake works in Haiti
from 2010 until 2014, and post-tyPage 8

Working closely with the Rotary Club of Panglao, their works
include the construction of new
children’s accommodation building and extensive refurbishment
project for the Trinity Angels Orphanage (ongoing), typhoon-damaged classrooms and nutrition
room construction for Danoa
and Libaong Elementary Schools,
the construction of seven W/C
and sanitation blocks for Libaong
Elementary School (ongoing), and
the construction of orphanage
buildings for abused children on
Cebu (project start May 2017).

District Grants
Les attended the break out session for Incoming presidents and
presidents elect, Peter Strong the
membership break out session,
and I attended the combined
foundation and international
break out session.
t Foundation: Len Nieuwenhuis
gave a presentation which I had
seen previously.
t Deadline for applications for
district grants is June 30.
t Due to the change in exchange rate, sustaining members should increase their
monthly payment from £5 to
£6 per month.
t End Polio Now – only five
reported cases this year (in
Afghanistan and Pakistan);
we were urged to continue
our support until polio is
finally eradicated.
t International: Andy Hunter
encouraged Clubs to set aside
£600 in their budgets in support
of Build Aid’s project with the
Rotary Club of Panglao in the
Philippines. If all Clubs could
set aside £500 for Mercy Ships,

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

t Send a Cow – we have donated
over £10,000 to the Ugandan
Orphans Project.
t Sand Dams – by year-end 70
dams should have been built
by clubs within RIBI.
t Continuing to support ShelterBox (there is a shortage of
speakers in our area).
t Mary’s Meals were commended.
t Harry Payne spoke about the
Rotary Action Group against
Slavery.
t Médicins Sans Frontières can
provide speakers.
t Public Image: The session
concentrated on highlighting
ways in making sure the Rotary
message got across. If you take
photographs, don’t “Grab & Grin”
(the classic cheque presentation
image), make sure there’s a Rotary
logo in the picture, and make it
interesting. Secondly, don’t just
use photos, exploit all the media
channels, newspapers, newsletters, radio, websites, Facebook &
Twitter.
t Membership: DG nominee
Pauline Dean chaired this group
with energy and enthusiasm. A
contrast to the fact that only 17 of
the district’s 58 clubs were represented... probably a reticence
of the majority to address falling
membership? We have a stark
choice - either adapt our attitudes
to modern day lifestyles in order
to maintain healthy membership
numbers OR accept inevitable
gradual decline. She recommended that clubs should devise
a vision for their futures, planning
up to three years ahead and a invite a visit from a ‘visioning team’
of volunteers from District.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

(continued foot of page 9)
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Basildon Concord Mayfest
Pitching Up
to Catch the
Early Birds

M

ay 13 dawned overcast. On
behalf of our club I was
helping as a marshal at Rotary
Club of Basildon Concord’s Mayfest. No problem till I found that
my duties started at 7am.
I am an early riser. I often run

out of sleep before 6am, so this
was no real hardship. So, it was
a cuppa before I went. I drove
down to Basildon and parked by
Hobbycraft. Fortunately, I had an
old pound coin to feed the parking
meter and so I was able to present myself at 7am with my hi-vis
jacket on.
In Town Square, Basildon Council had marked out pitches for
the various organisations who
would be participating. There was

already a queue of cars waiting to
get into Town Square. We marshals were assigned in a line to
wave the cars through to the place
where Basildon Rotarians were
directing people to their assigned
pitches. It was all very efficient
and there was never much of a
queue of cars waiting direction.
I recognised several people driving
their cars and exchanged greetings
with them.
It occurred to me that being the
leader of an organisation does
have its flip side.Getting out of bed
on a chilly overcast morning to be
the smiling face of their organisation at such an occasion as Mayfest is part of that flip side.

Giving Directions
When the inrush of people setting up stalls had subsided, I was
moved to be in Great Oaks opposite the Magistrates’ Court. My
job there was to wave car drivers
through who had finished setting

up and were moving their vehicles away from Town Square to an
assigned underground car park I
had no idea existed. It was under
the Council Offices.
Three people from Billericay
Mayflower Rotary Club were just
in sight and were directing people
into the car park. Most people
knew where to go and sped past
me, but about a dozen people
stopped for directions and I was
able to tell them to drive down to
where the guys in the hi-vis jackets
were and be directed by them.
By 9am, my job was done. I
returned to my car and then

returned home for some breakfast. I felt the whole process had
been well organised and it was a
pleasure to help another club who
had supported us at our Soapbox
Derby.
By Michael Ginn

D i s t r i c t As s e m b l y ( c on t i n u e d )
Much discussion centred around
the formation of Satellite Clubs, a
success in this District, and Rtn.
Malcolm Tugwood of the Canvey
Island Club will become District
Extension Officer for Satellite
Clubs. These clubs undertake
community events but are not expected to be interested in international projects. An RIBI video on
the subject lasting 4.5 minutes is
available from District OR can be
viewed on the RIBI website.
t President & President-Elects:
The main item was a discussion
of several challenges we face, of
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

which the first is membership the need to increase the proportion of women members, keep
existing members and find (and
keep) new members. This led to a
brief discussion of:
t Satellite clubs and e-clubs.
t Promoting Rotary membership
as providing a means of networking, possibly by sponsoring
networking groups.
t Raising public awareness of
what Rotary does (we received
credit here for our publicity listing
the organisations we’ve supported
and how much we’ve given them.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

t Then back to membership.
Would we find more members
if costs were lower? But Round
Table are also finding it hard to
attract new members with membership lower than Rotary, so cost
may not be the real issue.
t Finally, the increasing average
age problem. One club’s strategy
was to challenge each member
to find a younger member from
their profession. Recruiting from
people leaving younger clubs/
associations (e.g. Young Farmers)
was another suggestion.
By Ed Harrison
www.billericayrotary.org
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Billericay Club News
Kids Out

T

his regular annual event takes
place on Wednesday June
14 when we again visit Tropical
Wings, in South Woodham Ferrers, with over 30 children.
This year we will be meeting and
greeting more children from the
Thriftwood School for disadvantaged children than ever. School
KIds Out organiser, Laura Bazley
tells us: “ We have two new pupils arriving and they will be here
in time to be with us on the day.
That makes thirty-seven children,
aged 7-11 and we will have thirteen adults helping them.
“As always, the children are already excited about the day. No
doubt the meerkats and the butterflies will be an attraction again
and we have signed up for one of
the zoo’s Discovery Programmes.
“Now we have our fingers crossed
for good weather again.”
We have again organised the
coach pick-up and return, T-shirts
and caps, traditionally with Kids
Out and Rotary logos and will also
arrange the picnic lunch.

A Foundation to build
upon

S

ave the Date - July 31. This
year is the 100th anniversary
of the formation of Rotary’s own
and only Charity, the Rotary
Foundation.
Former Rotary International
President Arch Klumph’s idea for
an endowment fund dedicated
to ‘Doing Good In The World’
planted the seed for The Rotary
Foundation in 1917.
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That one idea and an initial
contribution of $26.50 set
in motion a charity that has
transformed millions of lives
around the globe. Over the
last 100 years, the Foundation
has spent over $3 billion on
humanitarian programmes
across the world. This includes
spearheading the movement to
eradicate polio across the world,
and facilitating projects to address
Rotary’s Six Areas of Focus.
We are planning a buffet meal at
Billericay Cricket Club on that day
in aid of the Charity. This would
be for club members, partners,
friends in other local clubs, and
hopefully District officials. The
caterers have been asked to
provide some menu proposals.

Visitors to our shores

S

eptember will see the arrival
of Rotarians from our four
twinned clubs of Alba, Ovada,
Beausoleil and Karlshamn for the
annual double triangular reunion.
This year, the visit is being hosted
by the Rotary Club of Basildon.
We thank Malcolm Acors, our
International chairman, for all the
effort he has put into developing
a model itinerary for their
visit, including potential visits,
accommodation and costings

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

which he has provided to the
Rotary Club of Basildon and
which they have now shared with
the visiting clubs.
The plan is for a barbecue at
Brook Lodge on the first evening,
a visit to Cambridge on the Friday
and to London on the Saturday
including a visit to the Houses of
Parliament hosted by Basildon’s
MP, and a Thames lunch time
cruise on the Saturday, with a Gala
dinner that evening.
The visit is planned for September
14 - 17, a week before District
Conference in Winchester.

A Winter Challenge
To Meet Santa ?
The club considered the idea of
supporting an additional Kids Out
day in December, but concluded it
had too many other commitments
at that time to do it justice. All
our people will be involved in
preparation and support of our
Grand Christmas Draw, and the
Xmas Market, and supporting
the Lions with their Santa Sleigh
collections.

President’s Day

T

his year we will combine
President’s Day with our
formal Handover Meeting.
President Mike is proposing to
host club members and partners
at his house on July 3. We look
forward to hearing further details.

RotaKids - Quilters

Ever a school to innovate, and
celebrating its recent outstanding
OFSTED report, the RotaKids
are leading the way to create an
outdoors Art Gallery. But not just
a Gallery, but an opportunity to
improve the quality of learning
outside of the classroom, using

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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the school’s beautiful grounds as a
blank canvas.
Headmaster Mike Wade says:
“The plan is, with the help of a
local artist, to create an outdoor
art gallery, with our own twist...”

Pupils will create a wide range of
art for the ‘gallery’ and all of the
pieces created will be displayed
amongst the trees, in a corner of
our field. Here, we hope to create
a place of imagination; a place of
awe and wonder, where nature
and natural materials are the
children’s inspiration.

RotaKids - Buttsbury
Our new RotaKids club at
Buttsbury Junior School is up

and running after its launch in
February.
Members created a short-list
of charities they would like to
support and then conducted a
class by class survey to make their
final selection, which is Great
Ormond Street Hospital.
The club has now been awarded its
charter and a formal presentation
ceremony is scheduled for next
month, June.

Other Clubs’ Ne ws

The Stalls
An excellent array of stalls - food,
craft, activities and many others
Car Show
A main feature of Summerfest is
the excellent Car show
Entertainment
With several stage acts and arena
displays, the crowds will be kept
well entertained all day.

concert begins at 6.15 pm. in
aid of Farleigh and Saint Francis
Hospices and other local Rotary
causes.
Featuring Frog Island Jazz Band
and The Salty Town Six.
Tickets £14.00 in advance from
ticket outlets or £15 at gate, if
available.
Accompanied children under 17
admitted free.
Make up a party – bring your own
picnic, table & chairs.
Food and drinks will be available.
Also – Coffee, Tea and Ice cream
Umbrella parade - prizes for the
best decorated brollies. Raffle.
To book your tickets online or
for full details of event and ticket
outlets, visit website:
www.summereveningjazz.co.uk

Rotary Club of Ingatestone 1 July
Summer Evening Jazz

Rotary Club of Mar Dyke
Valley - 4 June
Thurrock Cycle Marathon

Rotary Club of Billericay
Mayflower - July 9
Join the whole town as it turns
out for a summer festival Mayflower’s Summerfest is at Sun
Corner on Sunday July 9, 2017

Now in its 21st year, the Rotary
Club of Ingatestone is holding its
popular Open Air Jazz Concert in
the gardens of Ingatestone Hall.
Gates open at 5.45 pm and
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

for a bit of fun. You can choose
7, 21 or 42 miles riding in the
Thurrock countryside depending
on your ability.

Rotary Club of Chelmsford
Mildmay - 29 June
Slavery in our Modern Society:
A talk by Mark Little, Chair of the
Rotarian Action Group Against
Slavery, 7 for 7.30 pm, will be
held at Northumberland Lecture
Theatre, Writtle Agricultural
College, Lordship Road, Essex
CM1 3RR.

District Events
THE DAY THE TEDDY
BEARS HAVE THEIR
PICNIC - 2.00pm. Holly
Trees Lawn, Colchester
Castle Park.
Free admission – but Teddies
must bring their picnic and of
course their minders . Please let
Ian McMeekan know how many
are going. ian.t.mcmeekan@
btinternet.com; 01206 575490

A cycle ride for all types of riders.
Club teams to mother and toddler

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Something to Brighten your day
They walk amongst us
Take-out Tall tale
My daughter and I were at a local
take-out and went to the window
to pay. We gave the girl a £5 note.
Our total was £4.20, so we handed
her a Twenty pence piece.
She said, “you gave me too much
money”.
I said, “Yes I know, but that way
you can just give me a pound
back.” She was puzzled and went
to get the manager who asked me
to repeat my request. I did so, and
he handed me back the 20 pence

and said “We’re sorry but they
could not do that kind of thing.”
The girl then proceeded to give
me back 80 pence in change!
********
Even the animals can read
A new resident in a rural area
called the local council office to
request the removal of the “DEER
CROSSING” sign on her road. She
said the reason was : “Too many
deer are being hit by cars out
here! I don’t think this is a good
place for them to be crossing
anymore.”

Dealership Doldrums
When we arrived at our local dealer to collect our car, we were told
the keys had been locked in it. We
went to the service department
and found a mechanic working
feverishly to unlock the drivers
side door. As I watched from the
passenger side, I instinctively tried
the door handle and discovered
that it was unlocked. “Hey,” I
announced to the Mechanic, “its
open!”
His reply, “I know. I have already
done that side.”

Club Tit-Bits
When we discovered that one of
the prizewinners from our Soapbox Derby hadn’t received their
prize, justice had to be done. The
25th. S.E. Essex Boys Brigade in
Hullbridge, were contacted and an
extra Trophy manufactured.
They were delighted at the news.
“Can you come along to our annual Prize-giving on May 24th?”

they asked.
“Of course”, we said, “our pleasure.
What time do you want us there?”
“7.00 pm”, they replied.
So on the appointed day at the
appointed time, President Mike
Sinclair and another member
arrived at the venue in Hullbridge
in best bib and tucker, ready to
photograph the presentation.

“Have you got the Trophy?” said
one to the other?
“Oh No, we’ve left it behind!” !!!!
Mike made the presentation using
a substitute trophy and all were
satisfied. The real Trophy was
delivered two days later.
Who do you think was the guilty
party? Answers on a postcard to
the editor!

Birthday Congratulations
We wish Happy Birthday to Ben Curtis (May 22) and thank him for the drinks he bought us all.

Location - Reids Billericay
We meet on
Mondays at
12.45 for 13.00
If there is a fifth
Monday in the
month, please
check the website for information.
Reids, 66-68 Laindon Road, Billericay,
Essex, CM12 9LD Tel: +44 1277 632378

June 5
Mark Smith - Samaritans
June 12
Club Assembly (with our ADG)
June 12 (18.30-20.30) at Reids Gallery
Joint Services Meeting & Club Council
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June 19
Rotarian Bert French and
Charity Donation event
June 26
Business Meeting
July 3
Handover Meeting at Buttsbury Lodge
Other dates for your diary:
June 14
Kids Out for Thriftwood College
Returning to Tropical Wings
July 9
Rotary Club of Billericay Mayflower
- Summerfest
September 4
DG Nick Sillitoe visits
September 14-17
Twinning Visit from our partner clubs
September 22-24
District Conference
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