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Charter Lunch Speaker
PDG Peter Dowse JP
has us all in Stitches

President’s Message
A Busy Month
And A Happy
Christmas

C

hristmas is almost here
again. I hope you all have
a very enjoyable holiday,
good food, good company and,
after our exertions of the last
few weeks, a good rest. This is
RXUÀQDOQHZVOHWWHUIRU
published after yet another busy
month. We may be a small club
but it doesn’t limit our activities.
What a superb Charter Lunch at
the Magic Mushroom to kick-off
the month! Loads more detail
inside (pages 3-6) but everybody
had a good time, and enjoyed the
location, the food, and our speaker. Our large number of “thank
you” notes have been universally
complimentary. My personal
thanks to Norman Bishop for
making all the arrangements!

Working Together
Christmas is the season for
giving, and that is exactly what
we celebrate in our town. The
Charter Lunch enabled us to
thank everybody who helped us
so unreservedly with our Soapbox Derby by inviting them along
to our celebration. This includes
our daughter Rotary Club of
%LOOHULFD\0D\ÁRZHUWKH%LOOHUicay Round Table, the Billericay

41 Club, the Billericay Lions and
the Rotary Clubs of Basildon
and Basildon Concord, and not
to forget Dikster, who, as I said
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at the Charter Lunch, is worth a
club on his own.
Words of thanks are one thing.
Active participation is another.
So, there we were returning their
favours by supporting the Round
Table’s Fireworks Spectacular in
Lake Meadows. Seven club members helped out on the night,
taking responsibility for one gate
and managing entry! We weren’t
alone, all the Billericay service
clubs supported the event.

Rotary Village
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their wares to raise money for
their charities, and selling our
UDIÁHWLFNHWV,W·VJUHDWKRZPXFK
fun the kids have doing this.
Then we were up and running
again, a few weeks later, supporting the Rotary Club of Billericay
0D\ÁRZHU·V&KULVWPDV0DUket. Not only do we organise
our own club stands but Roger
Kettle is heavily involved, managing the “Rotary Village”, and
providing support all day on the
day. This last newsletter is issued
before the Christmas Market so
we can distribute copies to the
public on the day. A full report
will appear in the New Year.
We are making a big splash with
the publicity launch of our SoapER['HUE\IRUZLWKOHDÁHWV
posters, some soapboxes and
their teams from last year, and a
display of videos from 2016/17.

Finally, we look forward to helping the Billericay Lions with their
Christmas Sleigh collections.
It’s cold, it’s a long walk, but it
really lifts the spirits to see how
everybody is so quick to donate
money in such a good spirit.
Co-operation of all the town’s
VHUYLFHFOXEVLVEHQHÀWLQJWKH
community and us all.

Lest we forget
On Remembrance Sunday,
November 12, eight from our
club joined crowds of over
1,000 paying respect to our
(continued on page 6)

On top of that we are selling
WLFNHWVIRURXUJUDQGUDIÁH
Alongside us, on our stand, we
will have our Quilters RotaKids
and Buttsbury RotaKids selling
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Charter Lunch Sheer Magic
and Laughter

M

agic in the air! We chose
the Magic Mushroom at
Barleylands as our new
venture for the 58th Charter
Lunch – what a brilliant choice!
Magic by name, magical by nature.
Probably the most enjoyable
Charter Lunch we have staged
recently.
Magic food, magic service and a
magic speaker.
Past District Governor Peter
Dowse was scintillating in talking
DERXWKLVWLPHDVDSROLFHRIÀFHU
and a magistrate.

Much laughter as he recalled his
experiences, including having to
deal with the ladies of the night!
Peter had us in stitches with
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
/ ll

laughter - what a change from
previous years!

Honoured Guests
Peter and Mary
were top table
guests along
with Honorary
Member The
Lord Petre, Assistant Governor
Peter McCafferty (Basildon
Concord) and
Esther (Basildon
Club), Rotary
Club of Billericay
0D\ÁRZHUSUHVident Mervyn Rogers and Jane,
and president Kevin Howard and
Christina from the Rotary Club
of Basildon.
Meanwhile
secretary Ed
hosted most of
our non-Rotary guests, Tony
Sprackling, chairman of Billericay
41 Club and Angela, Dikster and
Sarah, and Dan
Jackson, chairman of Billericay Round Table;
and Mike Conway, vice president
of Billericay Lions and Vivienne.
In a welcoming speech president
Peter said what it was great

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R

pleasure to have them all with us.
He said: “This year, you didn’t
have to worry about forgetting
what you ordered weeks ago!

More time for conversation
while the orders are taken” The
food still came quickly - service
was excellent. It worked well!

Humble Beginnings

The President added: “The
campaign to End Polio started
with just one Rotarian in the
Philippines in 1985, doing
something to rid his area of
polio. From 350,000 cases a year
in 1985, the disease has been
(continued on page 4)
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Charter Lunch (continued)
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B re n d a , N o rm an, Ben, Keith, Angela

Chr istabel, Daphne , Al i so n, Pe te r S t ro ng

M a r g a re t, Pat r ic k, J anet Mudd

Pe te r & M ar y Dowse , Pe te r Greene

Margaret & Ed, Dan, Dikster & Sarah,
Angela & Tony, Mike & Vivienne

Bert, Janet, Gillian, Patrick,
Margaret, Carol, Roger

Christabel, Norman Bishop, Iris, Peter Strong

Sue, Danny & Sue Lovey, Leslie & Peter Townsend
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Charter Lunch (continued)
almost eliminated with only 13
cases this year – in Pakistan and
Afghanistan. ”

the very demanding Speaker Finder job
for the club.
Also to Norman
Wilson who, “at
94 still makes a
major contribution to the club,
and continues
to belie his age,”

“As last Tuesday (Oct 24) was
World Polio Day, this Charter
Lunch is dedicated to making a
collection for End Polio Now.”
It was also time for one of our
100 club prize draws - 50 percent of all money raised goes
to the prizes and 50 percent to
club funds. Roger Kettle did his
usual excellent job of compering
the process with the Lord Petre
GUDZLQJWKHÀUVWSUL]HZLQQHU

Peter reviewed
A. G . Pe te r M cCaffer ty & Esther
the club’s recent
achievements and
In Conclusion
paid tribute to the help it reAssistant Governor Peter Mcceived from all the other Service
Cafferty replied on behalf of
Clubs who were represented at
the Guests, with fulsome praise
the lunch, without whose help
of the club’s achievements and
our Soapbox Derby would not
asking all present to join him in a
be possible,
FRQWLQXHGRQSDJH

Ten For Ben!
President Peter also paid tribute
to our founder member, Ben
&ODUNHVWLOODFWLYHDQGIXOÀOOLQJ

.HY L Q  D Q G  & KU LV W LQD+RZDUG %DV LOGRQ

0HUY\Q -DQH5RJHUV %LOOHULFD\0D\ÁRZHU

Rotary Club of Billericay Achievements
 We actively support our
community, with members
giving time and effort for
activities incuding: Know Your
Blood Pressure; Kids Out.
 Our most worthwhile investment is in our RotaKids
clubs in local junior schools,
encouraging 6-11 year olds
to be good and charitable
citizens - Service above Self.
 For older students, we run
Young Photographer and
Young Chef competitions
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

 We donate to local hospices,
local schools, local students
for service overseas and to
local charities such as “Gone
to Soon”, the local branch of
Samaritans, and many others.
 Internationally, in September we and Basildon Rotary
welcomed members from
Rotary clubs in Beausoleil
(France), Alba and Ovada (Italy) and Karlshamn (Sweden).
 We made major donations
to the Carribean Hurricane
Appeal, to Médecins sans

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

Frontières, Aquabox, and
ShelterBox, amongst others
 Along with our Christmas
5DIÁHDQG)XQ:DONSDUWLFLpation, our major fundraiser
is our spectacular Soapbox
Derby, We thank the Rotary
&OXERI%LOOHULFD\0D\ÁRZHU
Billericay Round Table, Billericay 41 club, to Dikster, to
the Rotary Clubs of Basildon
and Basildon Concord, and
the Billericay Lions. Without their help on the day we
could not run the event.
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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Charter Lunch (continued)
toast to the Club.
Everybody enjoyed the company ... members, friends and
colleagues. Great conversation,
great fellowship.
The images produced by the
David Bailey of the club, viz. your
editor Trevor Bond, illustrate
how enjoyable it was.
Trevor Bond adds: “I brought
two guests, Brian and Beryl Ford
from Harmony Brass, whose Festival of Remembrance Service we
supported on November 11.”
They responded by thanking the
club for an excellent lunch and
said “what delightful company we enjoyed it enormously”.
We are going back next year to
the Magic Mushroom. Why not?
A magical venture and occasion.
Our thanks to Norman Bishop
for organising and for making it a
Charter Lunch to remember.

Tributes from our Guests
PDG Peter Dowse: Many thanks
for ... your club’s hospitality. It
was a pleasure (to be the speakHU IRUVXFKDJRRGFOXE
Mervyn Rogers (Billericay MayÁRZHU5RWDU\ -DQHDQG,UHDOO\
enjoyed the Charter Lunch.....We
thought that Peter Dowse’s talk
was different and engaging.
Kevin Howard (Basildon RotaU\  :H ORYHGWKHZKROHHYHQW
The hospitality, the location, the
food, all was excellent and Peter
'RZVH FRPSOHWHGDORYHO\GD\
0LNH&RQZD\ /LRQV  :H 
would like to thank you & the
Rotary Club for your kind hospitality ..... It was a great meal,
good presentation & good service and an interesting speaker.
AG Peter McCafferty - It was a
very special occasion, a delightful venue and delicious menu.
Our very best wishes for anoth-

er successful year to your club
and your founder member.
.DWKU\Q%XUWRQ ,QQHU:KHHO 
It was a perfect afternoon. The
food was delicious, ..... in an attractive environment, with a very
friendly and happy atmosphere.
The Rotary Club of Billericay
is very special. Despite being
VPDOO \RXDFKLHYHVRPXFK
'LNVWHU &OXE :HKDGD
great time with the company,
food and venue all being great.
 Daphne Allen - ...My thanks .....
for inviting me to your Charter
Lunch. ...the venue was so good
and the food quite delicious.
 Alison Deakin - The ...venue and
the food and service were of
WKHKLJKHVWVWDQGDUG , KDYH
started to drop a few hints to
family regarding birthday etc!!
Your speaker was just right for
the occasion as well.

President’s Message (continued)
FRQWLQXHGIURPSDJH

fallen at the annual Remembrance Day ceremony. Impressive to see so many there and
watch the parade up the High
Street. I was proud to represent
you all as I laid the club’s wreath
at the war memorial.
This followed the Remembrance
Festival at Emmanuel the previous evening, when club members
joined nearly 200 others for a
festival of music and song to
commemorate Armistice Day.
Charities supported by our Club
ZLOOEHRQHRIWKHEHQHÀFLDULHV

Church in Perry Street, Billericay.
Apart from her charity work in
Kenya, and a stalwart member
our club, Margaret has been
curate there as part of the Billericay and Little Burstead Team
Ministry for several years and we
are delighted to see her formal
recognition by the Church.

Social Events
Six of us - Malcolm, Keith, Mike,
Roger, Patrick and myself, together with relatives, made up a party
of thirteen on November 11 for
the England v Argentina rugby

Priesthood for Margaret
It was a delight when some of
us attended the licensing of club
member Rev. Margaret Fowler
as an Associate Priest at Christ
Page 6
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www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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international at Twickenham.
Setting off before 10.00 we all
met in Twickenham for a drink,
and our customary pre-match
meal. Then watched the rugby great fellowship and friendship
during the whole event.

Talking To Us
November lunches produced
some great speakers. Robert
Macaulay updated us about Rotary Foundation followed by an
extremely interesting talk on the
History of Cunard and ending
with the Friends of Lake Meadows. (See pages 7-8 for fuller
reports)
So, a great month to report in
WKLVÀQDOQHZVOHWWHURIWKH\HDU
It just leaves it to me to wish you
all a Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year. See you in January!

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t
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Speakers’ Corner
We Are Getting Foundation Right
there may be minor reduction in money granted.

ollowing Robert Macaulay’s
talk to us at the Foundation
Lunch at the cricket club in
-XO\ZHKDGIXUWKHUFODULÀFDWLRQ
on the role of Rotary Foundation
on Monday, November 6.
With the aid of a video presentation, Robert, District Foundation
Chairman and member of the
Rotary Club of Colchester, updated us on its work. He talked
us through the details from its
origins by Arch Klumph to its

S

Goals and the Grant system .
He added two additional items of
important news.
1. District Grants were slightly
oversubscribed this year so

2. Our Application for the
Quilters RotaKids Outdoor
Gallery has been sent to
Rotary International for approval. “This is usually quick,”
he said.
We were delighted to have Robert speak to us again and also
that he was happy to praise our
Club for our yearly contributions
to Foundation for every member.

Hook, Line and Sinker - A Shipping Sea Tale

hip Ahoy! The Cunard Line is
arguably the greatest name
in Britain’s maritime shipping
industry, so when Alan Ormston
gave us the history of Cunard at
lunch on November 13, we were
all ears to the bridge.
Their great ships ended in “ia”
from the wooden version, Britannia built in 1839, the Carpathia
which in 1853 carried troops to
the Crimea War, through to the
Aquitania and the historic Mauritania and Lusitania – which were
either torpedoed or sunk with
JUHDWORVVRIOLYHV²DQGÀQDOO\WR

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

the Clyde-built Queen
Mary - no “ia” in that
one, in 1942 and winner
of the Boston Cup.
Why named Queen
Mary? Seems it should
have been Queen
Victoria but rumour
has it that when the
Cunard chairman asked the king
if it could be named after the
UK’s most successful and beloved queen, the king responded
immediately that “Queen Mary
would be delighted to have a ship
named after her.”

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

Built in Liverpool or on the
Clyde, it is a shipping line that
has taken passengers on neverto-be- forgotten voyages, carried
troops to sustain our island,
rescued more than 700 struggling
souls and made shipping history
wherever Cunard sailed.
(continued next page)

www.billericayrotary.org
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Speakers’ Corner
Hook, Line and Sinker (continued)

Goats and Chickens

“The Britannia, “said Alan, “ was
a wooden-built ship. Hardly great
comfort. Passengers shared the
ship with goats and chickens and
had only chamber pots.”

White Star Line but continued
to be a major shipping line. “The
Mauritania and Lusitania were
built for safety and weighed
21,000 tons and cruised at 26
knots,” said Alan.

It was all down to one man’s
Cunard had to update when
inspiration – Samuel Cunard, the
faced with strong trans-Atlantic
ÀUVWPDQWRHQYLVDJHSDFNDJH
competition from such as the
Three Queens - Victoria, Elisabeth& Mary II visit Liverpool voyages from
England to
Halifax, Nova
Scotia with
a ship called
the Princess
Pocahontas - a
service costing
just £45.
Here’s one for
Should She,
Shouldn’t She?
Alan recounted

C

Britain’s maritime history owes
a lot to Samuel Cunard and we
RZHDORWWRVSHDNHUÀQGHU%HQ
Clarke for coming up with such
an informative talk.

Luxury Of Our Lake – Thank You Friends
ommunity starts at home.
In our spirit, our efforts
and our love of nature.

How lucky we are to have such a
beautiful park as Lake Meadows!
Charles and Rosie from Friends
of Lake Meadows delighted us on
Monday November 20 with the
history, the scope and the progress of our lovely park.
It dates back to 1831 and the
purchase of Hillhouse Farm (aka
now Hillhouse Road and Hillhouse Close) by the Spitty family
who held the land title in 1836
and it began to become Lake
Meadows as we know it in 1874.
John and Olive Connelly, bought
it in 1917 and sold it to Billericay
District Council for £1,400 in
,WRSHQHG´RIÀFLDOO\µRQ
July 11, 1936. At one time it had a
swimming pool – not that many
considered it ideal for swimming!

Page 8

about the woman sailing around
the world whose husband died
on the trip. She loved Cunard
so much that she chose to stay
RQERDUGDQGÀQLVKWKHYR\DJH
Love Actually!

Volunteers

So to now. It became a registered charity in October 2012
with 12 trustees and a committee. A membership of 200
householders is supported by a
team of volunteers.

Partnerships have been developed with Basildon Borough
Council and Parks Committee,
Billericay Town Council, RHS
Hyde Hall, Essex Wildlife Trust
and Essex Bat Group. Staged
events include a Great Lake
Race, Jazz in the Park, Bark in
the Park and a carol service in
addition to an AGM and other
small events.

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

Charles explained: “We are still a
work in progress, but our website has attracted great interest
and we have a lot of young volunteers wanting to be involved.
“Our aims are simply to preserve Lake Meadows, guarantee
equipment for play areas and
make it a pleasure for people to
come to the park.”
Future plans: More ecology
concentration, daffodil spread at
the Hillhouse gate and improving
areas such as the rose beds.
Financially, the Friends rely on
donations from the Town Council, Basildon CIF and from likes
of Waitrose, Greggs, the Co-Op
and Veolia, etc.
Fascinating and thanks to Charles
and Rosie for a wonderful talk.
We owe them a lot for keeping
Lake Meadows as it is for us all.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Taste the beer..
Enjoy the
Experience.

O

n Monday, October 30,
thanks to organiser
Roger Kettle, a party of
thirteen members and partners
visited the Billericay Brewing
Company, and its microbrewery
shop and pub in Chapel Street .

milder) with an exclusive tour
of the tasting, the microbrewery
and how it has developed since it
started up in 2012.
Guided by our brilliant host Alex,
we all enjoyed a taster in their
long-table bar with a superb buffet lunch, before seeing the brewing room with all its manufacturing processes, and explanations
of how they produce normal and
special occasion beers.

“We produce spring, summer
and autumn beers and do beers
for special occasions such as
Christmas. Most of these are
bottled but we do draw off for
our kegs and
What a Buffet - Unwrapping the food
barrels.
“We now sell
locally and
have extended
to customers
from Southend
and Chelmsford seeking
our product.
Our team has
grown from
Trevor, the
inspiration and owner, and his
wife and now we have a team of
about six running the brewery,

At the Going Down of the Sun
... We Will Remember Them

A

S always, and despite the
bitterly cold wind, a large
crowd gathered at the

Mike takes a close interest

Beers For All Seasons

This replaced our normal Monday lunch club meeting following
the Charter Lunch the previous
Saturday (see Pages 3-5)

A feast of beer tasting (with the
odd wine taster for those ladies
who preferred their liquid intake

choosing the malt and other
ingredients and we have extendHGLQWRÁDYRXUHGSURGXFWVZKLFK
seem to be wanted. Each year
brings a new challenge.”

Billericay War Memorial in Billericay’s Act of Remembrance on
Sunday, November 12. A very
moving commemoration
of the fallen.

He added: “We always look to
advance and try new ways”
And so does Margaret !

Sorry Roger that you missed
it – we drank a pint in your
honour - and we all thoroughly
enjoyed it .
And good luck, Billericay Brewing
Company – a great innovation to
our town.

cadet forces, Scouts, Guides,
Cubs, Brownies and other local
organisations.
The sounding of the Last Post
was followed by two minutes
silence, a reading from the bible,
(continued on page 10)

A service was conducted by past member of
the club Rev. Paul Carr
of the Team Ministry of
Billericay, with a parade
by young members of
the Army and Air Force
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
i
/Bill i R
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Twinning Up
Again
With Friends
And Fellowship

F

our members of our club
and their wives were delighted to attend the Rotary
Club of Basildon Charter Night
celebrating the 57 years of the
Club, since it was founded in
1960. We were represented by
President Peter and Wendy, President-Elect Les and Val, Immediate past-president Mike and Liz,
and Secretary Ed and Margaret
The black-tie event was held at
the Holiday Inn, Basildon, with
nearly 50 people joining together
to celebrate this milestone. The
dinner was also an opportunity

We Will
Remember
Them
(continued)
(continued from Page 9)
Psalm 46 and prayers. The laying
of wreaths on the War Memorial
started with John Baron MP.
President Peter Greene represented the club, supported
by club members including
Bert French, Ed Harrison, Patrick Rothon, Keith Wood, Mike
Page 10
P

to collect funds in aid
of “Children in Need”,
with guests being
“encouraged” to have
their photos taken
before the meal (see
above) - for purchase
in aid of this charity,
and a separate collection being taken during
the meal which raised
over £150.

Testing Challenges
We always feel at
home when we visit
our fellow Rotarians in Basildon,
not just because the club is only
one year younger than ours, but
also because we share so many
objectives and twinning relationships with clubs in Italy, France
and Sweden.

and enjoyed the food, the company, the speeches and the speaker, Jacky Froggatt (a JP who often
sits with our Patrick Rothon).
Jacky spoke about her work and
tested us all with real life examples which certainly challenged
our preconceived views.

We were all made very welcome
by our hosts, joint presidents
Kevin Howard and Mike Barrett,

A thoroughly enjoyable evening
out with friends and fellow Rotarians.

Sinclair, and
Ben Clarke.
Peter laid our
wreath alongside president Mervyn
Rogers from
Billericay
0D\ÁRZHU
Club, and 41
Club Chairman Tony
Sprackling;
Our Community Services Chairman Keith Wood laid a wreath
on behalf of the Reading Rooms
where he serves as Chairman.

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

7KHZUHDWKHVPDGHDÀWWLQJDQG
EHDXWLIXOGLVSOD\RQWKLVÀQHGD\
and the moving ceremony ended
with the National Anthem and a
closing prayer.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t
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repair to Zizzi for
our pre-match
meal.

Best Laid Plans
Go Oft
Astray

O

n the road by 09.30
from Billericay, with
UXJE\DÀFLRQDGR5RJHU
DWWKHZKHHOÀYHPHPEHUVRI
the club – Patrick, Peter Greene,
Keith, and Mike Sinclair set off
for Twickenham to see the opening international of the Autumn
series against Argentina.
After a routine drive, we assembled at the William Webb Ellis
pub in Twickenham where we
teamed up with club member
Malcolm Acors. Together with
family members and friends we
made up a party of 13, ready to

In our dreams!
Peter had received
a phone call from
Zizzi’s manager
Alma. “Bad news”,
she said, “we have
no gas supply – the
engineer has been
called but we don’t
know when he will get here, and
no gas means … no cooking.
&DQ\RXÀQGDQ\ZKHUHHOVHDV
we won’t be open?”.

Party At A Price
Luckily, we had passed a small
Italian restaurant “Bellisimo” just
after parking the car. Looked
2.´&DQ\RXÀWLQDODUJH
party” we asked. “Yes” was the
UHSO\´EXWLW·VDÀ[HGSULFHWKUHH
course menu as it’s
match day”. Leave it to
arch negotiator Keith!
“That’s a bit steep”, he
said, and negotiated the
price down by more
than 10 per cent.
So that’s where nine of
us went - the conversation (and the wine)

embers will be aware
that, apart from her charity work in Kenya, and
being a stalwart member of our

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

Suitably fed and lubricated, we
joined thousands of others to
the stadium and our seats - in a
great position – West Stand middle tier between the 10 metre
and 22 metre lines.
Hardly a match to remember.
England ground out an ugly and
mistake-laden 21 points to eight
win. As England coach Eddie
Jones put it. “I don’t see there’s
any reason why I shouldn’t be
frustrated. It was a grindathon.
2XUÁXHQF\DQGRXUXQGHUVWDQGing wasn’t there”.
Bad day for England – great day
for us, and roll-on next year and
the next outing to “HQ”.

Rotary club, Reverend Margaret Fowler has been curate at
Christ Church as part of the
Billericay and Little Burstead
Team Ministry for several years.

Our Margaret
Joins The
Priesthood

M

ÁRZHGWKHIRRGZDVÀOOLQJWDVW\
and good quality. Great start to
the day after all.

Which is why we all had
something to celebrate on
Wednesday November 8, when
members attended the service
of licensing for her as an Associate Priest in the Chelmsford
Diocese. In a moving ceremony,
a mixture of songs, sermons and
readings, conducted by Archdeacon the venerable Mike Lodge of
Southend, Margaret was formalO\JUDQWHGKHURIÀFLDOOLFHQFH
0DUJDUHWDIÀUPHGKHUOR\DOW\WR

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

her faith and allegiance to the
Crown, and swore her oath of
FDQRQLFDOREHGLHQFH,QWKHÀQDO
act, Archdeacon Mike blessed the
new priest.
Surrounded by her family, Margaret invited all present to refreshments and a chat in the hall
afterwards. Congratulations to
Margaret from all club members.
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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We re T h ey The I nvis ible Men?

No! It’s The Team From Billericay Rotary

And The Fireworks’ Displays Were Awesome

Page 12
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Fireworks Night
- A Blazing
Good Show
…..and all
lots of fun!

F

orty-eight in a row – yes
that’s the record run of
successes of the spectacular
ÀUHZRUNVGLVSOD\LQ/DNH0HDGows organised once again by
Billericay Round Table. And this
year another wonderful, blazing
show using a new supplier which certainly lived
up to its reputation and
enhanced the pleasure
for all the spectators.
Club president Peter
commented “As always,
we were pleased to help
at the event and support
the Round Table again,
a small return for their
help at our 2017 Soapbox Derby, and a great
way for us to commit to
the local community. The money
raised goes to charity and good
causes and the event gives great
pleasure to thousands, and … as
always, we all had a lot of fun.”
Despite other calls on our help
for, as an example, the Little
%XUVWHDGÀUHZRUNVGLVSOD\ZH
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still managed to muster seven people and Patrick Rothon,
Malcolm and Tom Acors, Mike
Sinclair, Les Sheppard, Ed Harrison and Peter Greene all turned
up before 4.15pm for the safety
EULHÀQJDQGUHDG\WRPDQWKH
gate at 5.00 pm, as previous
years, the Hillhouse Drive gate.

Good Humour
Apart from queue management,
we had to ensure everyone had
their tickets. Only valid ticket
holders gained entry. This was
WKHÀUVW\HDUWKDWWKHUHZDVWR
be no ticket sales on the gate,
and the “advanced tickets only”

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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banner had been emblazoned
on all publicity for the event. As
expected, several groups had
missed the warning, but we were
able to direct them to the Billericay Fireworks website to buy
their tickets on-line, which they
did with, almost, universal good
humour. Scouts at our gate did
all the scanning of the
tickets and selling the
light sticks etc.
Arrivals came in the
XVXDOÀWVDQGVWDUWV
with peaks just before
the children’s display,
and again before the
main display. But the
systems worked well,
queues were never
excessively long, and
everybody passed
through in time to enjoy the
spectacle.
Despite capacity being reduced
there were still so many people
LWZDVGLIÀFXOWWRPRYHDORQJ
the paths. But it did not stop
the event being a great success
again. We thank the members of
Round Table again for organizing

www.billericayrotary.org
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Festival of Remembrance - Our Small Part
In An Event To Remember

RUWKHÀUVWWLPHRXUFOXE
supported the Harmony
Brass Festival of Remembrance at Emmanuel Church on
the Eleventh Day of the Eleventh
Month.
President Peter Greene, club
members Ed Harrison, Keith
Wood and Trevor Bond, who did
all the publicity for the event,
with their wives, were there. it
was a memorable and beautifully
FRQGXFWHGVHUYLFHZKLFKUHÁHFWed all aspects of the special day
which commemorated all those
of our brave men and women
ZKRGLHGRUZHUHPDLPHGÀJKWing for their country,
Peter and Keith had to make
a late entry after rushing back
from another “sad” day – England
didn’t perform well against
Argentina at Twickenham –
another small reminder of British
lives lost in the Falklands but
now peace in our time.
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Pipes and Drums

Harmony Brass organiser Brian
Ford produced a magic musical
SURJUDPPHÀWWLQJWKHHYHQWZLWK

president of the Billericay Royal
British Legion branch.
There was a two-minute silence
followed by Lament: Donald Blue
by Pipe Major Edwin Palin and
Reveille, the National Anthem
and a blessing by Paul Carr.

Thank You Rotarians
All combined for a rendering
of The Sleeping Warrior before
marching off to Colonel Bogey.
choir support from Beryl Ford’s
Essential Singers choir and the
pipes and drums of the Corringham branch of the Sutherland
Pipes and Drums who would
be parading the next day at the
Cenotaph Service in Whitehall
before the Queen and the Duke
of Edinburgh.
The British Legion Standard
Bearers performed their lowHULQJRIÁDJVFHUHPRQ\WKH
traditional Last Post and the
tribute “At the Going Down of
the Sun....... We
shall remember
them” was read
out. Reverend
Paul Carr read
the Opening
Prayer – Sunset
and The Exhortation was
recited by Brian
Hughes, MBE,

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

Organiser Brian Ford said: “I
thank all who supported the
event and a special thanks to
the Rotary Club of Billericay for

their help. We increased our
attendance considerably and that
was down to the extra publicity
we received through local media,
and especially, radio interviews.”
Proceeds to go to charity –
Cardiomyopathy UK and The
Royal British Legion Poppy
Appeal, and to the Rotary Club
of Billericay Benevolent Fund for
their contribution to staging the
event.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Return to
the Scene of
the ....

P

atrick Rothon’s father in law
Joe Page and Carol attended
a meeting with Ann Robinson Head of Buttsbury Junior
School to reminisce about Joe’s
past attendance.
“Armed with a photo of his
school class in 1937 and some
reports, we were warmly welcomed and had a wonderful
visit including a short tour of
the school. Ann found some

old memoirs from the
early days at the Junior
School and Joe told her
his memories of his
school years. Joe had
attended the original
school in Perry Street
so Ann arranged for Joe
to visit there also.
At the infant school, we
were greeted by Mrs
Haskins who told us the
school was opened in
1931, so Joe was one of
WKHÀUVWSXSLOV+HUHPHPEHUHG
the school consisted of three
classrooms for 5 to 11 year olds
and the Head Teacher taught a
class. “The air raid shelter was
used as classrooms during WW2
if the siren went off during
school time. However, if it happened on the way to school they
were allowed to return home.
Joe says he remembers feeling
elated if this happened, a day to
do as he pleased.
Mrs Haskins took us to the only
remaining old wooden building
which had been used as toilets
but now refurbished to a store
room. Joe told her they only had
a bucket and a “chuck it” system
in his day.

Other
Clubs’ News

We viewed every classroom in
the school and we were all very
impressed with what we saw.
Excellent behaviour from the
children and impressive technology in every classroom. We
mentioned Sue Acors to Mrs
Haskins, she said she was so
knowledgeable and she had not
wanted to accept her resignation.
A great accolade to Sue.
Next year Joe will be 90 years
old and has lived in Lostwithiel in
Cornwall for many years, however he has always had a strong
connection to Billericay as his
past home.
He is very proud to be the oldest member of his golf club and
still plays three times a week.

friends after a busy year.

Rotary Club of Chelmsford
Phoenix

Rotary Club of Billericay
0D\ÁRZHU

Tuesday January 23, 2018
Burns Lunch

Thu 14th December 2017 at

District News too
Wednesday January 17
District Council at Writtle
Sun December 17 11-14.00
Carol Singing - High Chelmer
(Charities supported by Rotary).
19.00 - Christmas Party
For Rotarians, partners and
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

Rotary Club of Chelmsford
Mildmay
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Something
to Brighten
Your Day

E. Spent most of the day with
one boy he hadn’t met before.
“What was his name?” “No
idea” “You just forgot?”
“I never asked him”

First Day at
Secondar y
School

A. Only boy at bus stop with
huge games bag and school bag
B. Filled in form about himself.
“What’s your favourite colour?”
Answer: “Willpower orange” ????
C. Got lost INSIDE the school
with a group of other boys while
WU\LQJWRÀQG&RPSXWHU5RRP

F. Text from him at end of school:
“Where am I going?”
“What do you mean? Take
the bus home with the boys
you came with!”

D. Wrote an IOU in the canteen
because deadbeat parents forgot
to add money to his account

G. Father gets a phone call at
home from the school: “a child’s
mother has called - she has your

Opportunities
In Membership

Quinn from Bath who made an
absorbing and convincing presentation, even if we’ve heard
much of the content before!
He stressed that if RIBI is to survive WE must adapt and become
more proactive to introduce and
involve younger people. Rotary is being thrown wide open to
induce new membership. Stats
RIRXUVLJQLÀFDQWORVVHVZHUH
provided to illustrate this point.

D

istrict arranged a Membership Workshop on
November 20, 2017 at
which our Club was represented
by President Peter, Ed, and me.
24 clubs sent delegates and DG
Nick Sillitoe, whose principal
challenge this year is membership increase, was also present.

Rotary C
R
Club
l b off B
Billericay
illl i
–F
Future
Club Meetings and Events
Location - Reids Billericay
We meet on
Mondays at
12.45 for 13.00
,IWKHUHLVDÀIWK
Monday in the
month, please
check the website for information.

Reids, 66-68 Laindon Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LD Tel: +44 1277 632378
Dec. 4
Doreen Potter - “Simply Words”
Dec. 11
Christmas Lunch with our Partners
Dec. 11 (18.30-20.30) at Reids Gallery
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H. Father calls. He’s still outside
the school (An hour after school
end) - looking for the bus station
I. Father yells instructions at
him down the phone on how to
get to bus station based on his
memories of having attended
same school 20-some years ago like some bizarre reverse edition
of Nightmare “what can you
see?” “A blue building”
J. Arrives home at almost 6pm
(school ends at 3:40)
K. He had a really good time.
checks’ with guidance and instruction being obtained from
modules in the form of a new
issue of publications which will
shortly become available from
the RIBI bookshop. These
booklets will stress the essential
nature of ‘corporate clubs’, ‘innoYDWLYHDQGÁH[LEOHFOXEV·¶VDWHOOLWH
clubs’, ‘associate’, and even ‘family’
membership - a new era which
the current membership must
accept or face the inevitable
consequence!
By Peter Strong

Joint
Meeting
Club
Council
Join
Jo
intt Se
in
SServices
Serv
erv
rvic
vices
icess M
ic
eeettiingg & C
lluub Co
ounci
unnci
cill
Dec. 18
Business Meeting
Dec. 25 & Jan. 1
Bank Holiday - No Meetings
Jan. 8
Father D Mason - New Year Message
Jan. 15
Roger Cassidy - Aquabox
Jan. 15 (18.30-20.30) at Reids Gallery
Joint Services Meeting & Club Council
Jan. 22
Business Meeting
Other dates for your diary:
Dec. 3
Christmas Market
Jan. 17, 2018
District Council

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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The speaker was PDG Tony

Finally emphasis was placed on
Clubs having self-applied ‘health

son’s bag and is wondering if you
have her son’s” “err...my son’s
not back from school yet”

