Rotary Club of Billericay

News
“Service Above Self ”

October 2017

October 2017

President’s Message
In This Month’s
Issue

A

New Challenges
New Successes

quieter month after the
full calendar in October
- District Council, Nick
Sillitoe’s District Conference, and
the visit of our fellow European
Rotarians. If you participated in
the trips or celebratory meals
you’ll know what great spirit
there was. And we managed to
review ways to work together
on joint international projects.
First challenge overcome!
But if we thought we would
get a rest, we had to think
again. October brought its own
challenges.
It’s the new
School year,
so fresh
elections
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were needed to elect members
to our two RotaKids clubs at
Quilters and Buttsbury Junior
Schools. These were completed
in September, and we attended
the inaugural meetings to help
them get started, and to present
badges to all the new RotaKids.
(See pages 3 & 4).

Global Disasters
We responded to the challenge
of recent disasters with donations of £2,500 to the Hurricane
Irma Appeal, and £1,000 to Aquabox for its Nepal and Bagladesh
Flood Appeal. In addition, £250
to each of our District’s Mercy
Ships and Build Aid initiatives.

Closer to Home
The end of October sees us only
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six months from the next Soapbox Derby. We have the same
team as for 2017, led by VP Les
Sheppard. Detailed planning has
started with quotes requested
and some already received. We
already have over 20 Entries, and
despite it still being six months
away, 20 tickets have already
been sold. Our PR Chairman is
driving the publicity, and the rest
of the team are working
hard on completing our
tasks. (See Page 12).
(continued on next page)
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President’s Message (continued)
Talking of challenges. What about
the news from Mary’s Meals? A
Billion children’s meals provided
to the needy! (See below). We
have given many hundreds of
pounds to this charity each year
for many years, and continue to
do so. The challenge they accepted was to provide one good meal
to some of the world’s poorest
children every school day. It costs
them less than £14 to feed a child
for a year! I don’t know how
WKH\GRLW'HÀQLWHO\DFKDOOHQJH
accepted and overcome!

Inspiring Speakers
Hot on the heels of this news
was the visit by our speaker Linda
Wilson, founder of “Stepping
Forward” the Billericay based bereavement group which numbers
over 200 members, and, more
recently, also founder of “Gone

M

ary’s Meals (https://www.
marysmeals.org.uk) is a
charity that supplies hot
meals to over 1.2 million school
children in the less developed
world every day, and for under
£14 a year – yes under £14 a
year! The meals are provided at
school, so they achieve a double
purpose, not only feeding the
hungry, but ensuring the children
go to school to get their meal.

Too Soon”, the bereavement
group for parents who have lost a
child. Linda had lost her husband,
and also a son who died on the
same day and month several years
later. Linda was understandably
very emotional. But we were
all moved by her talk and full of
admiration of such a formidable
challenge faced, and overcome,
WRWKHEHQHÀWRIVRPDQ\LQRXU
community. What an example to
us all! (See Page 6).
Our other speakers were just
as interesting. We welcomed
Deborah Tonkiss the Billericay
Town Council Town Clerk who
spoke about the history of the
Town Clerk’s role, and her
personal experience. Deborah
provided real detail about
the working of the Billericay
Town Clerk’s job (see Page 7)

Mary’s Meals
- Now They
Have Fed
A Billion

curry and rice served to 12-year
old Mohsin, pupil at an informal
education centre in Noida, India.
He and his classmates marked
this joyful occasion with much

We have supported Mary’s
Meals every year for the
last six years, and will
continue to do so, collecting from club members at
every meeting every week.
We are delighted to join
their celebrations for just
having hit the Billionth meal
milestone.
One billion meals – what a
record!
The target was reached
with a dish of vegetable
Page 2
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prompting many questions.
And our last speaker of the
month was Dr Sarah Wookey
from Médecins sans Frontières
(MSF), who had just returned
from CHAD. She described the
demanding challenges she faced
to deliver health services out
there, and gave us some insight
into what makes a person with
a good job as a doctor in this
country, choose to go to places
like this and address the needs of
the poor and wanting.
We must be grateful there are
those amongst us who are willing
to dedicate their lives to helping
others in this way. (See Page 5)
This made me realise that it’s the
challenges we face and overcome
that make us what we are. As a
club, let’s always bear that in mind.
dancing and singing.
Mohsin’s mother is so ill that
he has to sell rat poison at the
local market after school to help
support his family. Like so many
other children, Mohsin relies on
Mary’s Meals for his daily meal.

Life Comes Back
He says: “From the food we get
strength. It’s like life comes back
to my body.”
Every school day in India,
almost 20,000 children –
and more than 1.2 million
DURXQGWKHZRUOG²ÀQG
hope in the classroom with
Mary’s Meals.
Mary’s Meals message to
Rotary: “We thank you for
your incredible support
and we look forward to the
next billion meals, making
children smile and realise
just how important they
are.”
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Our RotaKids Clubs - from Strength to Strength

A

new teacher, Lauren
Pretty, has taken over
as lead teacher for the
Buttsbury RotaKids club. On
September 20, she met with our
<RXWK2IÀFHU0LNH6LQFODLUDQG
President Peter Greene, along
with Head Teacher Ann Robinson
to discuss plans for RotaKids in
this, its second year of operation.
It was agreed that apart from
its fundraising activities, the
RotaKids would help the Rotary
Club of Billericay with their
JUDQGUDIÁHDWWKH&KULVWPDV
Market, and hope to have stands
at the Summerfest and Soapbox
Derby, raising money for their
charities.
At Buttsbury, two members (one
boy and one girl) are elected to
the RotaKids club and School
Council, from each class. Lauren
described the process involved.

Selection Panel
For the general members of
the club, “Children were asked
whether they would like to be
members and they then went
away and prepared a speech to
deliver to the rest of their class.

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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Buttsbury
Team
In Pretty
Good Shape..
From this speech, teachers held a
paper vote in which the children
voted anonymously. The teacher
then collated these votes and
the results were announced
in school assembly”. For the
RIÀFHUV·UROHVRQO\\HDUFDQ
apply. Lauren said applicants
“were required to write a letter
of application and explain why
they should be considered for
these important roles. Then
myself, Miss Ferguson and Mrs
Robinson read through each one
and make the selection. We had
a very smooth election, and the
children were very eager to take
part.”
With two members from every
FODVVDQGDFRPPLWWHHRIÀYH
the club again comprises 37
members”.
Elections successfully completed,
delighted President Peter went

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R

along to the school on October
4 to meet the new RotaKids
and participate in their inaugural
meeting.
Great success. President Archie
Walker opened the meeting with
the club gavel which had been
donated by our club, and then,
Vice-President Owen Andrews
recited the RotaKids pledge followed by it being repeated by all
the children saying it in unison.

Great Questions
President Peter then made a
short speech welcoming the new
club members to the family of
Rotary and encouraged them to
choose their supported charity
so that they can start planning
how they will raise money for it.
He said after the meeting “The
RotaKids asked some great
questions, really showing their
enthusiasm and even putting me
on the spot by asking me “Why
did you join Rotary?
I am really looking forward to
the School Assembly on October
19 when we will be presenting
them with their badges in front
of the whole school”.
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
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Quilters
New Team
Take Up The
Challenge

A

new school Year and new
members for the Quilters
RotaKids club. Every year
the children can put themselves
forward for election to the new
Club, and the whole school votes
in the election.
Helen Kilby, lead teacher at
Quilters Junior School for the
RotaKids said “This year, we tried
something different. We thought
that it would be good for the
children to try to emulate the
parliamentary elections, so every
candidate was asked to prepare
a speech on why they should be
chosen, and answer questions
from their electors. The only reVWULFWLRQWKHRIÀFHUVRIWKHFOXE
(President, Secretary, etc.) had
to be members from last year
so that there was some continuity from the previous year. The
experiment was very successful
with enthusiastic participation
from the children.”

School Assembly
Welcomes Us To
The Award Of
2IÀFHUV·%DGJHV

T

hursday October 19 and a
dull and misty start to the
day, but the welcome was
much warmer when Margaret
Fowler and president Peter from
our club went to Buttsbury Junior
School for morning assembly.
It was a regular School Assembly,
at which particular school children were lauded in front of the
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It was a daunting prospect,
but still many
children wanted to try and
the 20 members, two from
each form
were duly
elected.
On September 29, our
<RXWK2IÀFHU
Mike Sinclair,
and President
Peter Greene,
attended the
inaugural and successful meeting
of the new club.

Chosen Charity
The whole group, led by their
vice-president, recited the
RotaKids pledge followed by
president Peter making a short
speech welcoming the new club
members to the family of Rotary and encouraged them to
choose their supported charity
so that they can start planning
how they will raise money for it.
Each member then received their
5RWD.LGV%DGJHVDQGÀQDOO\WKH
RIÀFHUVZHUHSUHVHQWHGZLWKWKH
badges for their positions.
school for the “merits”
they had earned during
the school term, and
the houses who had
won the various school
competitions were announced and applauded,
with ‘Sotto Voce’ muted
cheers of approval from
house members their
House was successful.
So, why were we there? Because
this also was the day to honour
the members of the Buttsbury
RotaKids club in front of the
whole school too.
Head Teacher Ann Robinson introduced Margaret and Peter, and

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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President Peter remarked after
the meeting “The Rotary Motto
is ‘Service before Self’ and it is
very good to see so many children eager to join the RotaKids
club and help serve their school
and their community. We are
looking forward to their participation with us at the Christmas
Market when they will be helping
XVVHOOUDIÁHWLFNHWVLQDLGRI6W
Luke’s Hospice, Aquabox and
other charities supported by
Rotary.”
We hear that there is also a
secret project under discussion –
so - “watch this space”.

WKHÀYHPHPEHUVRIWKHFRPPLWtee starting with president Archie
Walker and vice-president Owen
Andrews, were called up one at
a time to receive their badges of
RIÀFH$OOWKHUHPDLQLQJPHPEHUV
of the RotaKids received their
badges later that day.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t

M.S.F. - Caring in Africa – A Personal View

recent travels into Africa to take
the MSF message through the
Congo and into Chad - far cry
from her home and work place
in Banbury, Oxfordshire.

Hot, Hot, Hot
And Living
With The
Mosquitoes!

tal management than in doctoring. Help! I knew nothing about
management.”
Then directed to Chad where

Her talk was so full of detail –
too much to relate here in full.
She took us through how it
started with her volunteering,
then having to attend lectures
and training in London.

Civil War In The Congo
“These involved people as young
as 20-30 who would go clubbing
and having fun in the evenings.
Not my age, not my scene, “ she
said. “But I appreciated their enthusiasm and their sincerity.”

W

e have long
supported Médecins
Sans Frontières,
not least as one of the major
EHQHÀFLDULHVRIRXUVXFFHVVIXO
Soapbox Derby annual
spectacular event. So it was
LQWULJXLQJWRKHDUDWÀUVWKDQGDW
lunch on October 23, just how
our small, but vital, donation is
helping those in distress.

First stop was the Congo. “There
was a civil war there and it was
on the notorious Rwanda border.
My job there was more in hospi-

the real story starts. “It was hot,
really hot, hot, hot – 53 degrees
Celsius. Savannah, no proper
roads, no real transport. We
ODQGHGRQWKHWRZQIRRWEDOOÀHOG
– they had to move the goalposts
(continued on next Page)

This came with the talk by Dr
6DUDK:RRNH\DKLJKO\TXDOLÀHG
doctor and volunteer under the
title of “Wookeys Wanderings”
when she enlightened us on her
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t
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M.S.F. - Caring in Africa – A Personal View
(continued from previous Page)

and the cattle to allow the plane
to land.

“ Yes, I had a lovely little home –
not all mod-cons but rain-proof
as I heard it pouring down on
the roof at night . We were two

Night Shift In Chad
An extract from Sarah’s article
in MSF magazine, “Dispatches”.
t “It’s hot. Very hot. So hot I
have to wait for the water
(stored on my roof) to cool
down before I can shower
t Chocolate melts in 30 secs.
t Put my iPad in freezer because it’s telling me “too hot
to work”. I reply: How do
you think I bloody feel!
t First night 70 children with
acute malnutrition
t “Evil white woman” I hear
in Arabic - my white face.
t “Evil black woman” I reply
in Arabic, (I learned a bit
before going).
t One child with anaemia
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doctors
and two
nurses
dealing
with fever,
malnutrition,
malaria
– always
mosquitoes in
that part
of Africa –
and intensive care..”

The Only Ambulance

needs blood urgently – only
donor – his dad, HIV negative, hepatitis B negative.
Malaria test - positive.
Blood from dad could
mean passing on malaria
but we give him the blood
and hope for the best. If we
don’t, he’ll die.
t Premature twins, little
chance of survival. Mum
stays with them in hospital. Answer – breast milk,
close physical contact and
no sharps or needles. All we
can do.
t Morning. “I hand over a list
of the night’s events to my
colleagues and crawl back to
breakfast, shower and bed.

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

Go Out To Play
“We worked hand in hand with
local medics and helped train
them. We performed operations
although with some constraints,
since we had to observe the
local government restrictions
and rules. But we did begin to
enable many children to begin to
lead a normal life. When we felt
they were well enough, we would
send them out to play with the
kids next door. It was what we
did when working in the UK and
at Banbury – a nice throw-back.”
Sarah even found time to introduce them, as a relaxation, to
drinking wine by setting up her
RZQVPDOO´ÀQHµZLQHEXVLQHVV
reds and white. Which is why
she was delighted to accept our
UDIÁHSUL]HERWWOHRIUHGZLQH
after lunch!

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Speakers’ Corner
A Loss Too
Soon – An
Emotional
Tale

Y

ou can lose someone
close to you and perhaps
survive the emotional shock. To lose two within a
short space of time is genuine
and heartfelt suffering. It also
takes great bravery, as Malcolm
Acors spelt out in proposing the
vote of thanks to Linda Wilson
for speaking to us on October
2 about her leadership work on
behalf of the child bereavement
group “Gone Too Soon”.

it brought an emotional tear to
her eyes as we members tried to
feel what she was feeling. There
have been few more emotional
moments at our Monday lunches
than this. Some silent seconds
before Linda bravely moved on.

Linda, who has lived in Billericay
since 1971, lost her husband in
2007 and this led to her starting
the bereavement support group
“Stepping Forward” which now
numbers over 200 members in
two groups, each of which meets
in the Day Centre behind the
Chequers pub once a month.

“Suddenly, I began to recover;
to know how I began to feel; to
come to terms with my loss. Not
just my loss but the same loss
which I realised other widows
and mothers were going through.
By 2009 I began to feel strong
Linda passed over information leaflets about
the Group

Few more emotional moments than this
A short time after, more heartbreak, as one of her two young
sons was diagnosed with an
inoperable brain tumour and
GLHGÀYH\HDUVODWHU-XVWUHFDOOLQJ

Past And
Present –
How The
Times Have
Changed...

T

It was always going to be about
children. To help them over their
tragedy, to go through their experience with them, to help them
adapt to the world.
We involve the groups with
TXL]QLJKWVDQG%%4·VDQGKRPH
workers help them through their
emotional problems.
You can’t block it out ever. Ten
years down the line I still cannot,
but that helps me to understand,
I hope.
We are volunteers, friends and
IDPLOLHV:HÀQDQFHRXUVHOYHV
through donations and charities,
a group united in improving life
for those families suffering from
losing a child.”
(We are delighted to support such
a worthwhile cause - President)

over but gave us a
fascinating insight
into history of a
town clerk’s role
in past times when
she spoke to us as
guest speaker on
October 9.

own Clerk, Deborah Tonkiss not only highlighted her
current role since taking

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

again and set up the project.

She said: “The title
Town Clerk sounds
grand but the roles
and responsibilities
(continued next page)
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www.billericayrotary.org

Page 7

Speakers’ Corner
(continued from previous page)

are exactly the same as those
of a Parish Clerk in the past,
but for more people in a larger
geographical area. This has always
fascinated me.”
She highlighted:
 2IÀFHRIWKH3DULVK&OHUN
was rooted in religion rather
than secular as now
 It goes back to the early
church before England existed, back to St Augustine and
the Saxon king, Ethelbert
 ,QÁXHQFHGHYHU\GD\OLYHV
and the laws of the land. As
church functionaries, they
were appointed by local ministers, not parishioners. Many
were raised to Major Orders
as Deacons.

 Had right to vote in national
elections, whether landowners or not. This right existed
until the Reform Act of 1832.
 Went from house to house,
sprinkling holy water!

So what now?
She told us: “Before coming to
Billericay I was Parish Clerk at

Page 8

Not Like the
Vicar of Dibley
or Dad’s Army
High Ongar and Deputy Parish
Clerk at Doddinghurst where I
live. Two roles which occupied
a total of 17 hours and more a
week since we town clerks are
conscientious. When the Billericay job was advertised, I told
everyone: “This is my job.”
“People relate to the job as being
either like bumbling Frank Pickle
from Vicar of Dibley, or fussy and
pompous Mr Gordon, the Town
Clerk in Dad’s Army..”
Her role now:
 Advising the council and
councillors on governance,
ethical and procedure.
 /LDLVRQZLWKRIÀFHUVDWERUough and county councils
 &DUU\LQJRXWUROHRIÀQDQFH

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

RIÀFHUHQVXULQJWKDWWKH
Town’s portion of council tax
is spent wisely and legally.

Billericay Proactive
She explained: “Currently the
precept in Billericay is just
£19.80 per year for a Band D
property. We have one of the
one lowest precepts in this
part of Essex. Mountnessing
residents pay £34.62 and South
+DQQLQJÀHOG µ
“In my eleventh year as a Clerk
I can say that my role is varied.
I applaud the fact that the Town
Council members are prepared
to get stuck in and do things for
the town whether meeting Borough Councillors to get improvements in Lake Meadows, putting
up Christmas Lights, or putting
on a beacon lighting event for
the Queen’s 90th birthday.
In Billericay they have always
been proactive rather than
reactive.”

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

www.billericayrotary.org

Music To
Remember
Our Fallen
Heroes

T

here is always something
magical in going to a music
festival and discovering the
programme only when you take
your seats and open the pages.
Which is why, in the words of
Festival of Remembrance organiser and producer Brian Ford
says: “Wait and see.”
Brian adds: “It will be a feast
of music and song, including a
tribute to Dame Vera Lynn who
celebrated her 100th birthday
this year.” And Brian has devised
DVSHFLDOÀQDOHZKLFKZLOOIHDWXUH
the massed musicians and the
Royal British Legion Standard
Bearers and includes the Last
Post, Reveille and a two minute
silence.
The Festival of Remembrance is
at Emmanuel Church on Saturday
November 11 - the eleventh day
of the eleventh month. 7.30pm.
Doors Open: 7.00pm
Members have been advised in

I

t wasn’t the Melbourne Cup or
the Epsom Derby but a successful Charity Night at the
Races can be just as thrilling –
even indoors and cheered on by
a crowd of 70. So our praise for
the Rotary Club of Basildon and
of Basildon Concord for staging
such an event on October 7, at
Steeple View Community Centre.

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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advance of this event which the
Club is helping to promote via
publicity and, in association with
Harmony Brass, to its email supporters and through all its own
publicity outlets

On Lines of Royal Albert
Hall
This event is a true representation, although on smaller community scale, of the annual Royal
British Legion Programme at
the Royal Albert Hall also held
on the Eleventh of the Eleventh.
With British Legion standard
bearers, Sutherland Pipe Band
and the Essential Singers - male
and female choirs.
But, as Brian Ford explains: “This
recognises all our dead heroes
whenever and wherever. Our
programme of music on the night
has been deliberately orchestrated to acknowledge this . Last

A Racing
Cer tainty
(.... Or Not)
Club members Patrick Rothon
and Peter & Wendy Greene gave
it support and met up with our
friends and fellow Rotarians from

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
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year, we had 200 people attend
and we were asked to bring
it back. We have done so and
thought carefully about the music
programme that people would
expect for such a memorable
event. I hope you agree and will
join us on the night.”
Brian and Beryl Ford (Essential
Singers choir organiser and conductor) were guests at the Club’s
Charter Lunch on October 28
when they had an opportunity to
talk to all our members prior to
their event.
7LFNHWV %R[2IÀFH
656124.
Or, Members can pay Trevor
Bond either cash or cheques
made payable to: “MUSICALITY”.
They will receive their tickets in
a personal addressed envelope
and note of thanks for their
support.

the two clubs.
For non-racing buffs, it works
much like the real thing.. Eight
races, with eight horses in each.
Tote opens before each race and
tickets sold. Participants all had
a race card of the races, runners
and riders, and could bet on any
number of horses at a standard
bet of £1. (continued on page 12)
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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Our District
Conference Who Said What?

T

he RIBI President spoke
on video. Three themes:
 $LPIRUVLJQLÀFDQWJURZWK
– “Rotary 2” launch in January
 Public Image in the community – customisable “People of
Action” material.
 End Polio – could be the last
year when wild Polio occurs.
RIBI Pres. Elect
Debbie Hodge.
 Plant a tree –
RI President
Ian Risely
wants one for
every Rotarian. Lauds DG
Nick’s plan
for a 1240
Rotary wood
 Polio - No
new cases in Sept.
 Make connections with fellow
Rotarians and the Public
 1 + 1 = 5! A Rotary project
run by Happy Rotarians
creates Happy Recipients
meaning more people know
what we do, creates publicity,
generates new members.
 %HOLNHJHHVHZKRÁ\LQ
formation - they go faster, do
more for less energy.
Inner Wheel - President Celia
Clark:
 One of the largest women’s
organisations in the world
 Theme – Leave a lasting
legacy
 2012 - members did not have
to be related to Rotarians
 Xmas “Seasonal Concert” at
Chelmsford Cathedral
World beneath the Waves
– Gloria Barnett - “Weird Fish

Page 10
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Lady”. Showed numerous phoWRVYLGHRVRIVWUDQJHÀVKHWF
 7KHVHDVDUHYLWDO3DFLÀF
ocean is >50% of Earth’s surface! Oceans greatest converter of CO2 to Oxygen.
Thought for the Day – Ian
McMeekan
 Rotary is a “Member” organisation, with continuing theme
of “Service above Self”.
 End Polio – One Rotarian in
Philippines started it in 1985,
and eventually RI adopted
“End Polio Now”. From
350,000 cases to 10 in 2017
 “The oldest tradition in Rota-

ry is Change”
2018 Conference October
5-7 – Lesley Sulley. Southampton Grand Harbour Hotel. Std
rooms, better rooms (premium).
 Speakers already booked –
on AI, the Mary Rose, Olympic Wheelchair Rugby captain - presently in “Vietnam
without limits” on TV.

Charities
Headway Essex – Tony Emms –
“Providing Brain Injury Care and
Support”
 “A Life worth saving is a life
worth living”. Everybody
VKRXOGOLYHDIXOÀOOLQJOLIH
 Showed very ‘moving’ videos
 Two threads – Community
support and Headway centre
for specialist care.
Living with Hearing Loss –
Sophie Biebuyck from “Hearing
Dogs for the Deaf”

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
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 Her Musical career cut short.
Very depressed. Family too.
 Dogs the only way some deaf
people can live a normal life
 “Rusty” has transformed her
life, given her a “normal” life.
 He won awards. “Not sure
why – he’s a man – just give
him hugs, cuddles and food
and he does what you want”!
 Happy to talk to clubs.
Kids Out – Julian Margolin –
The charity has 11 staff (6 paid).
 Kids Out day takes on average 50,000 kids out. Has
EHQHÀWHGVLQFH
 Wants a second day in December to take
out every kid in a
Refuge.
 Also, “Toys
for Christmas”
– wants to give
every Refuge
child a box of 10
toys.
 It needs an
Essex “Kids Out
Ambassador”.
Build Aid – Katherine Muir
 Charity started in 2005. Has
EHQHÀWHGSHRSOH
 Works in Sri Lanka, Haiti,
Nepal, Philippines – District
supported project in Panglao.
 Works by project managing
ORFDOÀUPVDQGSHRSOHWRHQsure funding is spent where it
was intended.
Mercy Ships – Ally Jones –
takes a hospital ship (5 theatres,
82 beds), to countries in need.
 Nick Sillitoe and small group
had visited it in Canaries.
 Next stop Cameroon where
it will stay for 10 months.
Last stop Benin where did
1957 operations, 15,000 dental procedures. The crew is
its blood bank – doesn’t only
take crew’s time, takes their
blood as well!

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t
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R

otary, which represents the
Global Polio Eradication
initiative, is supporting the
inspirational polio story which
hit the big screen this month.
BreatheVWDUVIDPRXVÀOPDFWRUV
$QGUHZ*DUÀHOG +DFNVDZ5LGJH 
and Claire Foy (The Crown) and
is directed by Andy Serkis (Lord
of The Rings) and tells the true
story of Robin Cavendish who
was diagnosed with polio and his
wife Diana who brings him home
from hospital where her devotion
and witty determination transcends his disability.

A Rotary Film
That Tells The
End-Polio Now
Story
Eve Conway,vice-chairman of
Rotary International’s End Polio
Now: Countdown to History
Campaign Committee and IMP of
Rotary in Great Britain and Ireland, hosted on October 5 a live
Q & A educational screening of
WKHÀOPEHIRUHD\RXQJDXGLHQFH

The event has been streamed on
Facebook Live on the Future
Film Festival’s Facebook Page
and also remains online on the
Rotary in GBI Facebook Page.
Breathe went on general release
last Friday and clubs are requested to approach local cinemas to
negotiate presence in the foyer
with the Crocus Boxes, pull ups
on End Polio Now and/or have
donation buckets. Read more on:
https://www.rotarygbi.org/polio-hitshollywood-in-breathe/
(We will be collecting for World
Polio Day, October 24, at our
Charter Lunch on October 28)

Other
Clubs’ News
Rotary Club of Billericay
0D\ÁRZHU

Sun December 3, 2017 at
11.00 Billericay Christmas
Market bringing festive mood to
the High Street helping to raise
funds for good causes.
Thu 14th December 2017 at
19.00 - Christmas Party

Sponsored Indoor Triathlon
Try it for an hour! All levels of
ÀWQHVVRUXQÀWQHVV,QGLYLGXDOV
and Teams of Three. Entrance
Fee: £12.50. Book tickets on-line.
Sponsorship - for J’s Hospice.
For more information, go to club
website or contact Barry Turner

Rotary Club of Chelmsford
Phoenix
Sun 17th December 11-14..00

Formal Dinner Dance with cabaret for your entertainment
at the Holiday Inn, Basildon.
Contact Mike Goldsmith 01268281032 or 07812-072751

District News too

Tuesday 28 November
7.15 pm Seasonal Concert at
Chelmsford Cathedral together
with Inner Wheel District. A
celebration of music carols and
readings. District Youth Speaks.
3UL]HZLQQLQJ5RWDU\<RXQJ
Musicians.

For Rotarians, partners and
friends after a busy year.

Rotary Club of
Ingatestone
Sun 26th November 2017
10.00 - 17.00
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

Carol Singing in High Chelmer
for Charities supported by Rotary. Basildon Concord
Saturday 11th November
“They shall not grow old”
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

www.billericayrotary.org
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Soapbox Diary

T

he committee has already
met three times, and matters are well under way.
Suppliers have been contacted.
Quotes are being obtained and
have already been received for
the fencing and PA system and
Video Screens.
We already have 25 entries,

A Racing
Cer tainty

(continued from Page 8)

Bets
SODFHGWKHQDÀOPLQWURGXFWLRQ
of each horse, a prediction of
who was likely to do well, and ....
They were off! Real races were
shown on screen but chosen at
random so nobody would know
in advance who would win.
How did we do? Peter and Wendy each had two winners and
Patrick had four! It could have
EHHQÀYHLIKLVKRUVHKDGQ·WIDOOHQ

Next Month’s
Issue

and we have
already sold
some tickets
over 6 months
before the
event. Action
is concentrating on preparing for publicity
at the Christmas Market, and agreeing main

sponsors and outlets for the
physical ticket sales there.

at the last
fence in Race
5! All pleasing
results in aid of
charity.
In Race 6,
there was an
opportunity to
sponsor your
own horse.
No surprises
that “The Stripper” ridden by Patrick O’Tassel
was a runner, but sadly he didn’t
perform as expected.
7DVW\ÀVKRUFKLFNHQDQGFKLSV
Look out for: Charter Lunch
Report, Soapbox Diary - how
preparations are going, Fireworks
Night, Christmas Market Report,

WKHQWKHÀQDOWZRUDFHV
A great evening raising money
for charity. Well done Basildon
clubs!
Remembrance Sunday, “Gary
Gone, Paul Back”, Speakers’ Corner, Brighten Your Day and much
more.

Rotary C
R
Club
l b off B
Billericay
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Future
Club Meetings and Events
Location - Reids Billericay
We meet on
Mondays at
12.45 for 13.00
,IWKHUHLVDÀIWK
Monday in the
month, please
check the website for information.

Reids, 66-68 Laindon Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LD Tel: +44 1277 632378
Nov. 6
Robert McCauley - District Rotary
Foundation Chairman
Nov. 13
Alan Ormston The History of Cunard
Page 12

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

Nov.
13
Reids
Gallery
Nov
No
v1
3 ((18.30-20.30)
188 30 20
20 30)) aatt Re
R
eid
i s Ga
Gall
lller
er y
Joint Services Meeting & Club Council
Nov. 20
Charlie and Rosie
Friends of Lake Meadows
Nov. 27
Special General Meeting &
Business Meeting
Other dates for your diary:
Nov. 4
Round Table Fireworks Display
Nov. 11
Remembrance Festival at Emmanuel
Nov. 17
Basildon Rotary Charter Meal
Dec. 3
Christmas Market
Dec. 11
Partners’ Christmas Lunch

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

www.billericayrotary.org
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Birthday Congratulations to our President-Elect, Les Sheppard (Nov. 24)

