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Here We Go,
Here We Go - Again!

President’s Message
Roller Coaster of a month again

A

quiet start with the annual Billericay Civic Service
in the Baptist Church
on Perry Street – attended by
the great and good of Billericay
(and I sneaked in with Wendy
too!). As the report states on
Page 7, this is not just a religious
ceremony, but an opportunity to
showcase the work of voluntary
groups within our community.
I was feeling pretty good after
seeing how our residents do
so much to help others in our
community, and then, fate dealt
us a bad hand. After Trevor
6WDQVÀHOG·VVHUYLFHVODVWPRQWK
I had thought the bad news was
behind us – but not a bit of it.

‘It never rains but it pours’
A neighbour had heard crashing
FRPLQJIURPLQVLGH7UHYRU·V
house. Apparently, a water pipe
in the loft had burst and all the
ceilings from the top to the
bottom had come crashing down.
The interior of the house is a
disaster - a terrible mess. The
whole house was decorated last
year but everywhere is wet and
completely ruined. The family
were trying to retrieve precious
photos and other mementos.
,W·VVRYHU\VDG7KH\DUHQRW
sure if insurance will cover
the damage as the house has
been empty. The Church has
offered the family facilities and
hot drinks in the Coffee Shop
for whenever they come. Of
course, we told them that all our
thoughts and sympathies were
with them. Richard responded
with a short note of thanks
and a bit of “gallows humour”
– “Thanks, Peter - ‘It never
rains but it pours’ they say….
literally in this case!” We hope
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that insurance is in place and the
damage can be quickly remedied.
Then back to Rotary business
with the new Satellite Rotary
Club of Billericay Town holding
LWVÀUVWIXQGUDLVHU²DTXL]QLJKW
at the WI Hall on Saturday March
10. We wanted to support this
ÀUVWYHQWXUHRIWKHQHZFOXEDQG
9 of us went along to take part,
one of 12 tables. We all had a
great time, and we even came
2nd. overall, one point behind the
winners – not bad for a scratch
team. (See Page 5)
A few days later on the next
Wednesday, and it was District
Council again. (See page 6). We
were represented by myself and
Secretary Ed Harrison. Once
again I was roped in to run the
presentations, as the District
Webmaster – David Cope was
away. He had done all the preparatory work, so I had little to
do in getting the information
ready and it all went smoothly.

An Auctioneers Lot
Once again, Ben Clarke has
done us proud with our speakers – Alan Ormston returned to
talk to us about Crossrail (page
8) and Paul Bridgeman from
the auctioneers Clive Emson,
had us enthralled with his tales
DERXWDQ$XWLRQHHU·V/RW)Lnally, Mervyn Rogers, President
of our daughter Rotary Club
RI%LOOHULFD\0D\ÁRZHUHQWHUtained us with his stories of his
career from early days in British
Rail to a Consultant working on
many defence contracts. There
DUHQ·WPDQ\SHRSOHZKRJRIURP
running trains and stations, to
supporting aircraft carriers and
battle tank programs. What an
interesting life!

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
www twitter com/BillericyRotary
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Brighten Your Day
Thank you Norman
)RUWKFRPLQJ(YHQWV

:HKDGÀQDOO\KHDUGIURP2YDGD
Rotary club with the dates of the
trip to their club (They had an
incorrect email address for both
0DOFROPDQGPH 7KH\·YHQRZ
provided information about recRPPHQGHGÁLJKWVEXW0DOFROP
KDVLGHQWLÀHGWKDW*HQRDLVPXFK
closer and is recommending that
as a preferred alternative. Sadly,
the dates chosen clash with our
trip to see our daughter in China,
so we will miss out on this highspot of our Rotary Calendar.
Talking about trips, 10 (12) of us
are going to the Rotary national conference in Torquay in the
ÀUVWZHHNRI$SULO+RWHOVDUH
booked, transport arranged, conference activities booked. More
DERXWWKLVLQQH[WPRQWK·VLVVXH
But, what clearly dominates our
thoughts is the 2018 Soapbox
Derby, now only six weeks away!.
Under the management of PresLGHQW(OHFW/HV6KHSSDUGSODQV
are well on the way to ensuring
this will be a great spectacle (see
page 3). Press, radio, new attractions, etc, etc. Entries stand at
60 soapboxes with four cancellations so far giving us a net 56
entries. If matters stay this way
then we should have a great
show for all the spectators.

www
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
facebook com/BillericayRotary
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Getting Closer And Right On Track

steady stream of entries
has continued during
the month and we have
now reached sixty, but with four
cancellations. So, even if some
entries drop out, it still looks
OLNHDVWURQJÀHOGRIFRPSHWLWRUV
hurtling down “Thunder Road”
on the day.

The Event Management Plan
has been submitted to Basildon
Council. This key document
describes all aspects of how the
Soapbox Derby will run and gives
assurance that all health and
safety considerations have been
addressed. Without it we would
not be given permission to hold
the event. The
other essential is
insurance, which
KDVDOVREHHQÀQDOised this month.
Judges for the
day have been
FRQÀUPHG$ODQ
Clark will be there
for the whole day
and supporting
KLPZHKDYHWKH/DG\'HSXW\
/LHXWHQDQWRI(VVH[0R/DUNLQ
covering the morning, and the
Chairman of Billericay Town
Council, Jim Devlin looking after
the afternoon.

As Trevor has explained to us,
it is harder this year for us to
get publicity in the press. However, through his hard work we
are getting good expressions
of interest from his media contacts, and it look like we should
achieve some excellent coverage
in the build-up to the day. We
have had a productive meeting
ZLWKWKH*D]HWWHDQGRXUÀUVW
DUWLFOHZDVLQODVWZHHN·VHGLWLRQ
plus the Soapbox Derby will be
featured in their Community
page each week until the event.
We also have entries placed in
the Resident and in About Town.

Radio interviews are also being
scheduled with Gateway, Phoenix
)0DQGKRSHIXOO\%%&(VVH[

Banner sales are progressing well.
Roger reports that income from
this source is currently expected
to be about £5,000 which is up
on last year. This is despite the
IDFWWKDWZHGRQ·WKDYHDPDLQ
sponsor this year.
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
i
/Bill i R

In Print And On Radio

We have decided to take a full
front-page ad in the Yellow Advertiser for the weekend of April
28. This will make the Soapbox
Derby highly visible to around
14,000 homes that receive the
Yellow Advertiser over the weekend before the event. Billericay
0D\ÁRZHUKDYHGRQHWKLVIRU

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

the Christmas Market and for
Summerfest and tell us that it has
proved very effective for them.
Signing up for this also gives
us an advert all week on their
website.

And On Sign Boards
The estate agents Beresfords
have agreed to put out sign
boards advertising the Soapbox
Derby outside the houses of
anyone who is prepared to take
a board, and give us a donation
of £5 for every board. If you are
able to take a board, please let
Roger know as soon as possible.
:H·UHJHDULQJXSIRURXUVL[
6DWXUGD\OHDÁHWLQJ
and ticket sales
sessions. This
is a major part
of our publicity
programme, giving
a very visible
presence for the
Soapbox Derby
in Billericay High
Street to remind
people that the
event is coming up. We have club
members signed up to cover
every week and the display stand
is being updated for 2018.
We have chosen a new suppliHUIRUSUL]HVWKLV\HDUDQGKDYH
selected a new design, made of
glass and featuring an engraved
line drawing of our Soapbox
logo along with the position and
category.
/HVVWKDQVL[ZHHNVWRJRQRZ
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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Soapbox Derby
Rolling Out Again – The Ice Cream Team

M

att Rothery has
faced design ridicule, personal
insult about his looks and a
severely “bruised derriere“
to get his show on the road
again this year.
The souped-up ice cream
van Roll Out The Bunting
is back on May 7 – soupedup and as Matt describes it:
“With some structural and
aesthetic changes.”
The ridicule came from his teammates over his inaugural design
– a scaled down version of their
main company attraction, Mimi,
an original Morrison top 1973
%HGIRUG&)LFHFUHDPYDQ
“I was told it was on par with
that of a 3-year old, despite
A-levels and Art and Design being well utilised. See the evidence
RQSDUWRQHRIODVW\HDU·VEXLOG
videos on our YouTube channel.”

Dancing Skills
But Matt admits the build could
not have happened without the
team: “Our chief mechanic Mick
Goss who ‘brought to the party

Page 4
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RQO\RQHZKRÀWWHGLQWKH
soapbox and was voted for
as it would have the least
impact on my good looks
if the worst should happen.
Thanks, guys!”
Roll Out The Bunting is
back for more of the same
and to beat the height over
jumps they achieved last
year.
many years of misspent fonGOLQJDQ\WKLQJPHFKDQLFDO·FKLHI
fabricator Ash Downes who, as
well as an unbelievable talent in
welding also entertained with
the singing and dancing skills on
par with Jedward (also available
on your YouTube videos) and our
test analyst Rich Bowyer who basically attached a tracker to me
and helped pushed me downhill
to my impending doom, then
seeing how fast I got there.”
Whose idea? “All blame is mine,“
says Matt . “Hence, the subsequent bruising on my bum.”
+HDGGV´<HV,·PPDGHQRXJKWR
drive it again this year. I was the

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

Having Fun
:K\HQWHU"´,·YHDOZD\V
been a fan of the Red Bull Soapbox race. After seeing some
friends enter and with my wife
6WDF\·VEXVLQHVVJURZLQJZH
thought it would be good opportunity for some fun and to promote the business for the town.
“Also, to support charity and
good causes through Rotary, to
generate money and awareness
of charities and, to just have
some fun. This year, we will also
be raising money for our own
special charity, Macmillan since
$VK·VGDGKDVUHFHQWO\EHHQGLDJnosed with cancer – something
which impacts on all of us.”

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

(continued on page 7)

www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t

Rotary Club of Billericay Town

Quiz Night
Joke(r)
On Us

A

great evening out at the
Rotary Club of Billericay
7RZQ·V4XL]1LJKWDVDWHOOLWHFOXERI%LOOHULFD\0D\ÁRZHU
all in aid of charity.
A cold Saturday night but a warm
hall packed with participants and
Rotary was well represented
with participants from our club,
%LOOHULFD\0D\ÁRZHUDQG'LVWULFW
1240, all joining the throng. PatULFN5RWKRQ0LNHDQG/L]6LQFODLU
Mike and Sue Ginn and Peter and
Wendy Greene all went along
to represent us at this, the new
5RWDU\&OXERI%LOOHULFD\7RZQ·V
ÀUVWIXQGUDLVHU²D
TXL]QLJKWDWWKH:,
Hall on Saturday
March 10.

format. Eight rounds of 10 questions each, one table competition
of three sheets and 50 questions,
and a Joker to be played on one
round which doubled the score
for that round. Unusually, you
could wait until you saw how
\RX·GGRQHEHIRUHSOD\LQJ\RXU
joker – much better than having to guess a round where you
expected to do well and commit the joker before seeing the
questions.

Pipped at
the post
A Senior Moment
At half way we were leading,
but in the end, we had to settle
for 2nd. place overall, one point
behind the winners – not bad for

We wanted to supSRUWWKLVÀUVWYHQture of the new club
and we were glad we
did, all of us having
a great time. There
were 12 tables of
roughly 8 people per
WHDPDQGWKHTXL]
followed the usual
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
/ ll

a scratch team.
$IWHUWKHÀUVWIRXUURXQGVWKHUH
was an intermission when the
food arrived. No queuing up to
get your order – no, the food
was delivered already split for

HDFKWDEOH·VFRPSHWLWRUV
Mark Chambers was the quesWLRQPDVWHUDQG1LFN/DQJGURYH
the system which recorded and
displayed the scores after each
round. (A preview of our Soapbox Derby, because Nick has also
written the system which will record and display the
scores at our event
in May. was delivered
to each table.)
A great success,
proceeds of the
UDIÁHDQGHQWULHVIRU
WKH4XL]UDLVHG 
for Charity – not
EDGIRUDQHYHQLQJ·V
work. Well done,
Rotary Club of
Billericay Town!

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R

www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
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District Council Discourses
President Peter
In The Frame
Again!

outside two local
football grounds
had gone well,
and two further
promotions (in
Basildon and
Harlow) will
take place in the
coming months.
District Membership end
)HEUXDU\

T

he District Council meeting, held at Writtle University College on March
14 attended by president Peter
Greene and myself, saw Peter,
in the absence of web manager
David Cope, operating the visuals
as at the January meeting.

New Date for Planting
DG Nick Sillitoe gave an update
on the district Rotary Wood
planned in conjunction with The
Woodland Trust and Braintree
District Council. The recent
snow prevented tree-planting in
the spring but 1,000 trees (donated by The Woodland Trust)
will be planted in the autumn.

Reports by the Chairs of the
District Service Committees are
on the district and club websites.

Updates:
Membership, Development
& Retention: DG nominee
Pauline Dean reported that the
recent promotion of Rotary at
Chelmsford City racecourse and
Page 6
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Vision Express!
Club Visioning: Manningtree
and Stour Valley clubs have
recently had a full visioning exercise and AG Dave Willis commended the exercise to all clubs.
Foundation: District chairman
Robert Macaulay encouraged
FOXEVWRDWWHQGWKH)RXQGDWLRQ
seminar at the college on April
14; our club will be represented
E\93/HV6KHSSDUGDQGP\VHOI

Mary’s Meals
'*1LFNEULHÁ\DGGUHVVLQJWKH
WRSLFRI5,%,²7KH)XWXUHVWDWHG
that more details will be forthcoming at the April RIBI Conference in Torquay. Emma Oddie, an
$PEDVVDGRUIRU0DU\·V0HDOV
gave an inspiring presentation on
its history and its current operations. The charity is providing
school feeding programmes in
FRXQWULHVLQ$IULFD$VLD/DWLQ
America and the Caribbean. It

Community Service: PDG
Alan Clark gave a presentation
on General Data Protection
Regulation.
Youth Service: In the absence
of PDG Peter Dowse, clubs were
exhorted to contribute to Coram
/LIH(GXFDWLRQDQG
WR5</$WRUHPHdy a shortfall.
Administration
District Handover:'*(/HVOH\
Sulley announced
it will take place on Sunday July 1
at the Ivy Hill hotel.
Appointments: Voting deleJDWHVDSSURYHG3*&RQZD\)&$
as Independent Examiner of the
District General Accounts and
those of the District Charitable
7UXVW)XQGIRUWKH5RWDU\<HDU
2017-8.

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

costs £13.90 to feed a child for
an entire school year, and, from
every pound, at least 93p is spent
on charitable activities.
Next DC meeting will be held at
Writtle on Saturday September
15 as will the District Assembly
on Saturday May 19. DG Nick
thanked everyone for attending,
Brentwood a Becket Club for
hosting the meeting, and Peter
for operating the visuals again.
+HZDVSOHDVHGWRFRQÀUPWKDW
in the current year our membership and humanitarian service
KDYHLQFUHDVHGDQGWKHSURÀOHRI
Rotary has been raised.
By Ed Harrison

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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Together In Civic Harmony

arch 4 saw
WKHÀIWK
(or was
it the fourth? or
the sixth? – counFLOORUVGLGQ·WVHHP
that sure) annual
Civic Service, this
year held at the
Billericay Baptist
Church in Perry
Street. Open to
invited guests,
councillors, charitable organisations and interested members of the public, this is
not just another religious ceremony but a celebration of our
community.

ganisations in the
town.

We were represented by President Peter Greene and Wendy,
and by Mike Ginn our Treasurer.
The Rotary Club of Billericay
0D\ÁRZHU·VSUHVLGHQW0HUY\Q
Rogers and wife Jane were there,
as was Dave Parker representLQJWKH/LRQVSOXVPHPEHUVRI
Street Pastors and other voluntary town organisations.

of the Town Council – very well
presented! After some songs by
the Essential Singers, and under the heading of “Community
Projects”, we had talks from Carl
Roberts, describing the work of
the Billericay Volunteers Network which provided a base for
people willing to give an hour
a month for voluntary work in
the town. It plans an exhibition
outside the library in June as a
platform for other voluntary or-

The service included the usual
hymns, prayers and blessings, and
The Essential Singers choir, but
also gave some voluntary groups
the chance to talk about their
work – members will recall that
Mike Ginn did a similar talk at
ODVW\HDU·VVHUYLFH

Our ex-member
the Revd. Paul
Carr talked about
BARK – Billericay
Acts of Random
Kindness, a group
which wanted to
provide a platform
for people who
wanted to do a
good deed for a
deserving candidates in Billericay, and a representative from
BOSP – Brighter Opportunities
for Supported Play, a charity with
which we are all familiar, spoke
about their ongoing work with
up to 600 children!

The Muppets!
After more songs by the Essential Singers there were some
short presentations on three
Church Community Projects,
starting with “Sunny Days” who
SURYLGHDVHQLRUFLWL]HQGURSLQ
centre on Tuesday mornings at a
church near Sunnymede, catering
for about 60 clients and providing companionship and support.
This was followed by the Girls
Brigade, given by a very young
$QQDEHOODDQGÀQDOO\WKH%R\V
Brigade, who did it as a take-off
of the Muppets.
$QGÀQDOO\WHDDQGFDNHV

Volunteers Network

I confess to going along as a duty
rather than a pleasure, but, I was
pleasantly surprised and found it
informative and very worthwhile.

Councillor Jim Devlin, chairman
of the Billericay Town Council,
gave an informative and comprehensive resumé of the work

Rolling Out Again (continued)
(continued from page 4) Matt thanks

wife Stacy who technically funded the
project and allowed him time to
work on it – perhaps she just

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

wanted him out of the house!
“We are a small local family-run
business providing award-winning handmade ice-cream with a
vintage-style, all year round for

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

weddings, parties and many other
functions, private and corporate.
You can keep up-to-date with us
on: www.rolloutthebunting.com and
by following us on social media.”
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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Speakers’ Corner
6KHQÀHOG6WDWLRQ
Once A Halt, Now Where Crossrail Begins

T

imes are a-changing, and
Crossrail is coming. And
at the hub of one of the
FRXQWU\·VJUHDWUDLOZD\GHYHORSments, according to Alan OrmVWRQIURP+XWWRQLV6KHQÀHOG
Station, for over a century key
to journeys from Billericay (and
beyond) into the metropolis.

Alan, who expounded on how
for 20 years he had travelled
IURP0DLGHQKHDGDQG6KHQÀHOG
– Maidenhead being a key
junction in 1871 for transport
to Oxford and Bristol - gave us
much vital information about the
development and restructure of
6KHQÀHOGVWDWLRQ²RXUNH\
area of link with Crossrail
which opened as Hutton
Halt in 1843, closed in
1850 and re-opened in
1889.

passengers annually boarding
FRQQHFWLRQVWR/RQGRQRIÀFH
FRPPXWLQJRUZDQWWRÁ\IURP
Heathrow, Stanstead, City
Airport or now Southend.
- and beyond. Increased
platform space, easier ticketing
procedures and friendly staff.
But Alan warned: “There will be
no loos on Crossrail. “Ouch!
But added: “You will not need
comfy stops and will be treated
well.”
$ODQ·VPDLQSRLQWZDVWRFDVW

doubt that there would be NO
FKDQJHWR6KHQÀHOGVWDWLRQ
because it was estimated that
maximum travellers are not likely
to increase beyond 3.5 million.
“But”, he added, “my research is
already proving that it is greater than that, possibly exceeding
close to eight million.”

Is it worth it?
Should we use Crossrail? With
11 trains an hour in each direction, it should certainly reduce
FURZGLQJ%XW$ODQ·VUHVHDUFK
showed that journey times
are actually longer, even
EH\RQG/LYHUSRRO6WUHHW
to Bond Street, Paddington, or Canary Wharf.
Mike Ginn, our own railway buff, who gave a vote
of thanks, will reveal the
advantages and downside
RI&URVVUDLO·VKLVWRU\LQ
QH[WPRQWK·VLVVXH

Passenger Millions
It is now, as the main link
line between Southend,
Colchester, Ipswich,
1RUZLFKDQG/LYHUSRRO
Street and has 84 million

A

Nuclear Bunker - Going, Going.... Gone!

s Gilbert and Sullivan
stressed in Pirates of
3HQ]DQFH´$3ROLFHPDQ·V
/RWLV1RWD+DSS\2QHµ7KLV
does not apply, it seems, to those
Page 8
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who buy and sell – auctioneers.
Those auctioneers whose main
dealings are with land and dwellings – even nuclear bunkers and
ZLQGPLOOV7KDW·VMXVWIRUVWDUWHUV

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

Auctioneers like Paul Bridgeman,
who explained how it works in a
WDONHQWLWOHG¶$Q$XFWLRQHHUV/RW¶
on March 5. Paul works for the
Clive Emson (continued on page 9)

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t

Speakers’ Corner
(continued from page 8)

group, is past president of the
1DWLRQDO$VVRFLDWLRQRI/DQG
and Property Auctioneers. Clive
Emson has businesses in Kent,
Brighton and as far as Exeter.
3DXO·VRZQDUHDLVQRZFHQWUHG
around Essex.
Nothing like kicking off with
a joke: “Why are auctioneers
unfriendly, threatening in appearance, hostile and unwelcoming?
Answer. Because we are always
for-bidding”! In a nutshell, Paul!

Thank You,TV
Down to business. “Only 2%
of all property sales in the UK
occur at auction,” he said: “Why?
/DFNRISXEOLFDZDUHQHVVDQG
reluctance to trust us. That is
changing through our promoWLRQDOHIIRUWV²ZHÁ\RXUSXElicity hot-air balloon but mainly
through such TV programmes as
Homes Under The Hammer We
have to thank them.
“Now, more and more sellers
are looking to go to auction to
get the best deal.

t itt
/Bill i R t
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

Or do you fancy
a windmill,
a house on stilts
or
an old cricket
ground?

 &ULFNHWJURXQG&KLJQHOO
Smealey. Guide price: £3040,000. Sold for £60,000
 :DWHUIURQWSURSHUW\1RUWK
)DPEULGJH*XLGHSULFH
£25,000; Sold for £41,000
 :LQGPLOO1RUZLFK*XLGH
price: £100,000; Sold for
£100,000

“As a family run business we
have had to diversify into a greater variety of land. This includes a
derelict cricket ground at Chignall Smealey to a house on stilts
DW1RUWK)DPEULGJHWKDWÁRRGHG
twice a year - but we were still
DEOHWRÀQGDQDXFWLRQEX\HU
“Even world war two bunkers
– not like the secret one at
Kelvedon – but there are many
unknown such small bunkers
around Eastern England which
suddenly become a hot property.
We even auctioned land that was
once a leper colony.”
(Editor’s note:The same leper colony to which, in the 60’s and 70’s,
Buttsbury School used to donate
a contrbution from their annual
Harvest Festival.)

Fancy A Windmill?
 *XLGHSULFHIRUWKHEXQNHUDW
Chigwell - £15-20,000; sold
for £20,000

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
www facebook com/BillericayRotary

 )DUPODQGORWV$YHOH\*XLGH
price: £25-30,000; Sold for,
wait for it! - a staggering
/LQIRUG*XLGH
price: £15-20,000; sold for
£66,000, Braintree with nil reserve - went for £26,500 and
one “with potential” at Corringham with a guide price of
£225,000 sold for £511,000,
(Editor’s note: I saw our farmer
member Bert French literally
ÁLQFKDWWKLV
While Emson also auction
commercial and residential
properties Paul insisted they
did not consider themselves in
competition with high street
estate agents. “They have our
catalogues in their shops. We are
happy to sell residential property.
They have their end of the market, we have ours but we have to
choose our auction properties
carefully to ensure a sale. But, ....
there is no such thing as a guaranteed sale.”
(Editor’s note: Happy to put my
garden up for auction at reserve
price of £1m – any takers?)
www.billericayrotary.org
www billericayrotary org
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Speakers’ Corner
Tra i n s , P l a n e s A n d S a t e l l i t e s

All in the life
of a Rotary
President

A

nyone who has graduated from “playing with trains” to
maintaining air force
typhoons in the Sinai desert deserves our listening respect.
So it was when Mervyn Rogers,
President of the Rotary Club of
Billericay Mayflower spoke to
us at lunch on March 12. His
title: “Life and Times of a Club
President” took us from a council house in Wolverhampton,
a grammar school in Reading
(featured on TV in “Endeavour”),
chemistry degree from Birmingham University, and then to

“She was still getting harangued
when I went to Fenchurch Street
– another line altogether.”
And he reminded us of the
famous Evening Echo headline:
DON’T BLAME OUR TRAINS
FOR BEING LATE – IT’S
YOU!. Alleged headline author,
one Peter Owen, much revered
Mayflower press officer for many
years, now retired and living on
such fame!

High Security

British Rail management at Doncaster, Teeside “trying to run a
railway with old wagons” - arriving eventually in the early 1980’s,
via Bishop’s Stortford, to be area
manager at Shenfield station and
to settle in Billericay.
Where, as told us, his wife Jane
when Mervyn was in Round Table, would often be greeted in the
High Street with: “Why are our
trains always late?” He added:
Page 10

Great steam
engines of the
past, such as the
Flying Scotsmen
were frequent
“visitors” to Fenchurch Street but
time came for
Mervyn to make
a life-change,
graduating to work as a consultant for one of the “big four” Accountancy firms in London. He
didn’t move, but the industry saw
lots of change and his firm was
frequently merged with or taken
over by another firm. And the
job? Boring? Not a bit of it. He
specialised in work for the Ministry of Defence. “Suddenly I was
in the Middle East, Egypt, Israel
and the Sinai desert, high security

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
www twitter com/BillericyRotary

work, managing fleet maintenance of typhoon engines.”
His Rotary year has seen the
setting-up by the Mayflower Club
of a satellite club, the Rotary Club
of Billericay Town. “It has eleven
members and four waiting; twothirds women,” he said. Membership within his own club is
currently 49 with a set maximum
of 50-55. “Our venue at Burstead
Golf Club could not cater for
more.”
Finally, he paid tribute to our
own president, Peter Greene in
helping them to raise the level of
the Mayflower website. “Peter’s
support and energy have been
much appreciated.”
Amongst the audience were
VERY welcome club guests Pam
Underwood and Linda Arnold

from Medway Rotary Club, who
have been such a help to us with
Shelterbox displays at the Christmas Market. We look forward to
their next visit.

www
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Other Clubs’ & District News
Rotary Club of Billericay
0D\ÁRZHU

2018 at 11.00 - 14.30
10 mile road race and 2 mile fun
run. Cheaper Advance tickets and
cheapest Earlybird tickets. In aid
RI´)DPLOLHV,Q)RFXVµDQG´+HOHQ
Rollason Cancer Charity”

Charter Night - April 28
18.45

Rotary Club of
Chelmsford
Fri 20th April 2018 at 19.30 23.30 Jazz Night
Essex Youth Jazz Sextet music for all tastes. In aid of
Rotary Club Charities

Rotary Club of
Ingatestone
Sponsored Indoor Triathlon
Sun 8th April 2018 from
10.15 - The Gym Chelmsford

SRWDWRVXSSHU)UHH3DUNLQJ
Fri 20th April 2018 at 19.30
In aid of Marie Curie Nursing
Fri 18th May at 19.30
,QDLGRI)UDJLOH;6RFLHW\
Fri 15th June at 19.30
In aid of Home-Start Essex.

District Diary

Regional Youth Speaks
Final.
Sat. April 21 11.30-17.00
At Anglia Ruskin University.

Chelmsford Phoenix 19th April 2018 at 18.30
- 21.00 Club Social at the
College

Chelmsford Rivermead
ABCD Bollywood - Sat 17th
March 2018 at 19.30 - 22.30 Hylands School.

PLQXWHV$OOOHYHOVRIÀWQHVV
RUXQÀWQHVV,QGLYLGXDOVDQG
7HDPVRI7KUHH(QWUDQFH)HH
£15. Book tickets on-line.
www.rcoiindoortriathlon.co.uk
6SRQVRUVKLSIRU-·V+RVSLFH

Rotary Club of
Chelmsford Mildmay

Grangewaters Activity Centre,
Thurrock.
)RUDSSOLFDQWVIURPWKH6287+
(66(;$UHD

Bollywood comes to Chelmsford.
Join Sarika and Rivermead Rotary
IRUDQLJKWRI,QGLDQ([WUDYDJDQ]D
at Hylands School. (Parking
+DWÀHOG*URYH

St. George’s Day Lunch - Tues.
April 24th. 13.00

Brentwood The Great Brentwood
Quizes
Courage Hall, Brentwood School,
Tickets: £8.00 - includes jacket
at Marconi Club, Chelmsford.
Great Baddow Charity Races
(with Chelmsford
Rivermead) Sun 13th May

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

RYLA Activity Day May 6

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

Rotary Foundation
Seminar - Writtle
College. Key-note speaker
Michael Hodge from Rotary
International,

District Assembly
Saturday May 19 at Writtle

www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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Something to Brighten Your Day
Putting the boot(s) in
The animals challenged the insects to a football match. At half
time the animals led 99-0 with
the elephant scoring 98 goals.
The insect coach then brought
on his substitute - a centipede
and the insects won 100-99.
$QLPDO·VFRDFKVDLG´:K\GLGQ·W
you start with your substitute?
Insects coach: “It took him until
half time to put his boots on”.

Anything to keep a job
0DQDVNHGDW]RRIRUDMREEXW
was told no jobs available. He
pleaded he would work with animals, do anything, clean up, sweep

R

paths, anything.
“No-one is needed for those
tasks but you can dress up in a
FKLPSDQ]HHVXLWDQGVZLQJXS
and down the arcade” Man says:
“I will do it.” He puts suit on and
performs. Crowds love him.
One day, late for lunch, he took
VKRUWFXWDFURVVOLRQ·VGHQEXW
horror, branch snapped and he
fell in. He panicked, ripped off
his chimp suit and cried help.
The lion then rushed at him and
said:” Shut up you fool, Do you
want us all to lose our jobs!.”

Only the brave
After the battle of Waterloo, an

Thank you Norman
place and crash site in Germany
of his brother who was shot
GRZQGLVWULEXWLQJOHDÁHWVGXULQJ
World War 11.

been paid,“ says Norman.

Norman does not charge for
such talks but accepted a donation and suggested it went
WKURXJKRXU%HQHYROHQW)XQGWR
a charity connected with aviation.
“I am glad to say that has already

Rotary Club of Billericay – Future
Club Meetings and Events
/RFDWLRQ5HLGV%LOOHULFD\

We meet on
Mondays at
12.45 for
13.00
If
WKHUHLVDÀIWK
Monday in the
month, please
check the website for information.

5HLGV/DLQGRQ5RDG%LOOHULFD\(VVH[&0/'7HO
April 2
Bank Holiday - No Meeting
April 9
Keith Wood - a trip to Kerala

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

April 9 (18.30-20.30)
Joint Services Meeting & Club Council
April 16
Business Meeting
April 23
6RDSER['HUE\ )HOORZVKLS
April 30
Ken Porter - An author and more
Other dates for your diary:
April 6-8 (Torquay)
RIBI Conference
April 14
Know Your Blood Pressure
May 19
District Assembly - Writtle
June 13
KIds Out Excursion
July 8

5RWDU\&OXERI%LOOHULFD\0D\ÁRZHU
Summerfest

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

www.billericayrotary.org
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ecently colleague Norman
Wilson was asked by the
local University of the 3rd
Age to
give his
now
legendary talk
RQÀQGing the
burial
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English general meets a captured
)UHQFKFRORQHO
)UHQFKFRORQHO´0RQEUDYH
why do your soldiers all wear
red coats. They are such an easy
target.”
English general: “Mon Colonel:
That way when my soldiers are
shot, they see no blood and feel
no fear.”
)UHQFKFRORQHO´*HQHUDODK
now I understand. My soldiers
show no fear also when they are
shot.”
English general: “Then, mon colonel, why do they all wear brown
trousers ?”

