Rotary Club of Billericay

News

May 2018

“Service Above Self ”

May 2018

I

President’s Message
Time To Celebrate

t only seems a few weeks
since our last Newsletter, …
and then I realised it was! The
Soapbox Derby is over, but I’m
still feeling the glow of success
and am able to relax again at last.

Billericay at its best
The only sour note was the
accident which befell Jim Wroe in
the Round Table “Trojan Bunny”. We hear he is recovering at
home but is obviously in discomfort. A crowd funding initiative
taken by Joe Lane, a member of
his club has raised £4730, well
over its original target of £3500.
Many club members including
me, have rallied to join many others in our community to donate
to Jim, a fellow Service Club
member, in his hour of need. We
wish him a very speedy recovery.

QLÀFDQWUHGXFWLRQLQWLFNHWVDOHV
on the High Street, and dedicated
school bonus challenges brought
in over £1400 of sales.
Face to face comments, Emails,
Facebook, Twitter and Messenger
comments, were universally positive - the town now demands it
as a regular event. To that end,
your Soapbox Committee met
IRURXUÀQDOUHYLHZPHHWLQJRQ
Wednesday and decided to recommend to the club that we run
a Soapbox Derby again in 2019.

My Heartfelt Thanks
I have some personal thanks,
ÀUVWO\WRDOOWKHVHUYLFHFOXEV
who yet again manned the Gates,
and the road closed barrier, the

Beyond our Expectations
Turning to the more positive
aspects of the Soapbox Derby,
although the receipts and invoicHVDUHQRW\HWÀQDOLWLVFOHDU
that we have made over £30,000
despite the loss of our main
sponsors, and attracted, for the
ÀUVWWLPHVSHFWDWRUV
The companies which dropped
sponsorship this year really
MISSED OUT on being associated with such a success. (See
pages 3-6). Great credit must go
to Roger Kettle for selling over
£6,000 of banner space this year
– beyond our wildest expectations.
The new electronic timing and
scoring system was universally
praised, the new podium and
backdrop worked exceedingly
well and were much used for
“photo-opportunities” during the
day, on-line ticket sales were up
by approx. 50%, without any sigPage 2

scouts for delivering the residents’ letters; the Billericay Youth
Town Council for Marshalling;
the Billericay School 6th Form
for being Scorers and Race Card
salesmen, and especially Tony
Sprackling and Dikster for ALL
their help. And very importantly,
our three photographers, Simon
Lee and Alex Emmons, and Peter
Mitchelmore, and, our two videographers, Carl Roberts from the
Billericay Volunteer Network, and
“Summertime Raw”.

So what else happened?
Once again, our RotaKids are a
delight. We reported last month
that Buttsbury RotaKids had
raised over £4000 for GOSH

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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with their Sponsored “Skipathon”
(see page 8), but it is a tribute to
our support of this club, and the
high respect in which the Head
Teacher Ann Robinson holds us,
that we were invited to witness
the presentation of a cheque for
£4780.10 to Judy Kuhl of Gosh!
Ann took the opportunity to
praise us for our charity work,
and expressed her admiration
for what we do. So satisfying!
Shortly afterwards, Basildon
Concord held their Basildon
Mayfest where they have stalls
for Basildon charities to show off
their wares. Roger Kettle and I
went along to help steward the
event, acting as car park stewards. It seemed a great success.
Last, but not least, I was the
guest of the Rotary Club of
%LOOHULFD\0D\ÁRZHUDWLWV&KDUter Night. Patrick and Carol, and
Roger and Sarah, also went along.
It is a very formal affair, black Tie,
and a welcome line of President
Mervyn and Jane, and DGE Lesley Sulley and Martin. Food and
service were great, the company was lively and the speeches
amusing and humorous. We all
had a great time.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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The Challenge of
Sponsorship/Advertising - Roger Kettle

T

he Soap Box Derby is a lot
of effort for a Club of our
size but when it works as
well as it did this year the rewards are so pleasing on several
fronts.Yes raising impressive
amounts money for our charities
but also providing a community
event for all the family to enjoy
– and from the comments and
feed back we have received, they
certainly did enjoy!
There is also the satisfaction in
knowing our Club can organise a
successful major complex event
such as the Soap Box Derby.
Well done to everyone involved.

us in 2017 did so again in 2018
VKRZLQJWKHLUVXSSRUWDQGFRQÀdence in the Event and of course
we also gained much appreciated
additional sponsors.
The advertising was vital and
we had the excellent efforts of
Peter and Trevor with the Media,
Malcolm’s Posters and Banners,
Beresford’s Advertising Boards
and the High Street Publicity Initiative for the six weeks preceding the Event, where we were
able to talk direct to the public
and be encouraged by their most
positive attitude to the Event

From a Sponsorship point of
view, it was a shame we lost the
investment of our major sponsors but on local support, such
as banners and advertising we
raised £6200 which was a 33%
increase on the year before. Virtually everyone who sponsored
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
i
/Bill i R

.......dependent on it being reasonable weather!

A Beautiful Result
After all the Clubs conscientious efforts it was so good to
actually get good weather. A
most beautiful, warm/hot and
sunny May Bank Holiday Monday.
Most unusual – but obviously us
Rotarians must have done something good in our past to get
this reward and as a result, we
had an audience of over 10,000
spectators and the monies they
provided.
Lastly I would like to thank the
team, many of them non Rotarians, who on the day were on
site at 06.30 and were invaluable
in getting the Sponsored Banners and tactical Scrims up and
in place before the start of the
09.00 start of the Event. It was
much appreciated and couldn’t
have done without you.
2018 a success ........... what about
2019??
(continued on next page)

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Soapbox Derby
(continued from page 3)

Thoughts of an MC
- Ken Smith

A

lthough I was included
on our club’s organising
committee I recognise
and respect the colossal amount
of work put in by the other
members over the course of the
past year as well as the efforts
put in by the many others involved in organising this tremendous event. My grateful thanks to
each and every one.

down Thunder Road with mic. in
hand is hard to put into words
(there looked, and were,far more
people than last year). Daunting,
terrifying, exciting? Yes all of that
but, knowing how many were
relying on me now.
So, deep breath, mic to mouth
EHJLQWRH[KDOHDQGWKHÀUVW
words issued forth. We’re off!!!
And for another year “motormouth” was in his element! My
overriding memory is of “having
a ball” with a very responsive
gathering of spectators, competitors and organisers.

Does a little madness help? You
bet! Would I do it again? I’ll wait
to see if anyone asks.

I got stuck in straight away helpLQJZLWKWKHÀ[LQJRIDGYHUWLVLQJ
EDQQHUV0\IHOORZÀ[HUVZHUHLQ
ÀQHKXPRXUDQGWKHQH[WKRXU
or so went very quickly. Banners
were put up in super quick time.
Then I was off for a bacon buttie
and cuppa. Ahh breakfast, that’s
more like it. And the witching
hour was getting ever closer and
my stomach was getting ever
more practiced at somersaults!!
And then the time arrived.
Standing on the ramp looking
Page 4
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Far Better than our Hopes

Having a Ball

The unfortunate accident before
lunch “quietened” things a little,
but I hear that the competitor is
on the mend, albeit slowly. And
of course, the weather! How
brilliant was that?

My good friend Graham agreed
to join me again this year, as
WLPHNHHSHUDWWKHÀQLVKOLQHLQ
the morning, start line in the
afternoon and fellow “banter”
provider. We arrived at 6.15am
and the immediate feel was one
of fellowship, friendship and keen
anticipation and excitement.

tions we introduced this year.

The new electronic timing and
scoring system was universally
praised, it enabled us to provide
the teams and the spectators
with “instant” team scores,
provide running statuses of
winning teams, giving us the
ÀQDOUHVXOWVZLWKLQÀYHPLQXWHV
of the races ending. The new
podium and backdrop worked
exceedingly well and were much
used for “photo-opportunities”
during the day even by two
suspicious individuals (see
below).

And at the end? I was totally
exhausted, mentally and physically. What a great and memorable
day. Well done everyone.

It all came together
on the Day - Peter
Greene

N

ow that the Soapbox
Derby is over, I feel able
WRUHOD[IRUWKHÀUVWWLPH
for at least two months. It was
ÀQDQFLDOO\DJUHDWVXFFHVVDQG
entertained nearly an extra 20%
of spectators who universally had
a great time. Yet again, face to
face comments, emails, Facebook,
twitter and Messenger comments, were universally positive
- the town now demands it as a
regular event.
From a personal perspective, I
was pleased with all the innova-

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
i
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Is this a revenue opportunity in
future? We were praised both
for the much more professional
approach and the Rotary branding, visible to all.
On-line facilities worked
beyond our expectations and
on-line ticket sales were up
by approx 50%. by value and
QXPEHUVZLWKRXWDQ\VLJQLÀFDQW
reduction in physical ticket sales.
Keeping the on-line system

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

(continued on next page)
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Soapbox Derby
(continued from page 4)

The companies which dropped
sponsorship this year really
MISSED OUT on being associated with such a success.

open on May 7 generated an
additional 126 ticket sales
worth £630. New facilities to
encourage school participation
with dedicated sales links
encouraged over 280 tickets
sales worth approx. £1400 (this
cost only 8 bottles of sparkling
wine and charitry donations of
£400).

Background Work
is Key! - Patrick
Rothon

We must thank all the service
clubs who again manned the
Gates, and the road closed
barrier, the scouts for delivering
the advance warning letters, the
Billericay Youth Town Council for
acting as Marshals, the Billericay
School 6th Form for being Scorers and Race Card salesmen, and
especially Tony Sprackling and
Dikster for ALL their help.
The manpower plan has been updated with all the experience of
the last two years and it enabled
XVWRHQVXUHIRUWKHÀUVWWLPH
WKDWZHKDGVXIÀFLHQWSHRSOH
on hand to handle all the tasks
and cover for any unforeseen
incidents – a mixture of better
planning and more volunteers.
We introduced many new ideas
which were welcomed by all, and
the documentation of the new
passes, processes and procedures
will stand us in good stead for
future years.

Thank you all
I want to thank personally our
three photographers, Simon Lee
and Alex Emmons, and Peter
Mitchelmore, who gave their
time for free. They loaded all
photos on a common server, and
set up a purchase system for the
public to buy their photos with
proceeds going to the Soapbox
Derby. Also, our two videographers, Carl Roberts from the
Billericay Volunteer Network, and
“Summertime Raw”.
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
ll

Our event this year had a lot
more attention to detail to improve issues that arose in 2017.
As an established event on the

It really pull’s everyone together and due to our membership
we will always have to rely on
support from our many fantastic
volunteers.
Do I want to do it again? Ask me
next week, I’m still recovering!!!

A Family Experience
- Mike Sinclair
The day was always going to be
exceptional weather-wise. This
provided encouragement, if any
were needed, to the community
to support the event in their
thousands. What better way to
spend a hot sunny Bank Holiday
Monday than to watch a rare

Billericay calendar it was great
to promote on Saturdays in the
High Street, as most people were
looking forward to the day.
As the weather for the week
developed into a wonderful Bank
holiday we all knew we were
going to have a success on our
hands and we were not disappointed.
Also a big thank you to all the
media and promotion which
brought people in far and wide.
For me the work in setting up
and clearing away was over the
whole weekend, and as with my
fellow Rotarian’s Monday evening
was a great relief to know it had
all gone to plan.
This event has really put Billericay on the map and the whole
club should be proud of its
achievement on organising a fund
raising event of this size.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R

band of comedians, engineers,
competitive visionaries and entertainers coming together and
sharing their endeavours with
their fellows.
In previous years my weatherrelated concerns had manifested
themselves in plans for matting
to stop vehicles becoming stuck
in mud, concerns for soapboxes
skidding on a wet track, and
providing shelter from rain for
volunteers at the gates. This year
it was about water, sun-cream
and hats, as the predicted record
temperatures did not disappoint.
(continued on next page)
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(continued from
page 5)

Soapbox Derby
would prevent
one or more of
them turning up
on the day.

Whole Schools
seemed to be
there

There is no opportunity to defer
proceedings and
their participation on the day is
critical. All of the
detailed planning depends on
people doing what
they have said
they will do.

The attendance,
with due
deference
to William
Wordsworth,
- “10,000 saw
I at a glance,
tossing their
heads in sprightly
dance”. A large
proportion
of these were
families taking a
rare opportunity
to spend a day
together in
amusement either
at the trackside
RURQWKHÀHOGLQ
front of the large
screen. Whole
schools seemed
to have turned up
with parents and
pupils alongside
grandparents and
siblings supporting
their favourite
soapbox entries.
Looking back I
would imagine
that the public recollection
would be a memory of the day
and the weather,
and the whole
family experience.
My memory is
the culmination
of months of
planning, months of hopes and
months of fears. Much of the
organisation seeks to put in place
the services and facilities which
will be required on the day.
Page 6
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Cometh the time,
and the miracle of
transforming the
everyday scenario
RIURDGDQGÀHOG
to race track and
entertainment
centre is completed in 4 hours.
Everyone has
met their commitments made
in those previous months. We
breathe a sigh
of relief and the
event can roll
forward.

Vital Supplier Support
Despite having agreements for
their provision and having received additional assurances from
suppliers, there remains a nagging
doubt that something unforeseen

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

1LQHIXQÀOOHG
hours later the
reverse process
sees our sporting
venue returned
to its normal daily
state thanks to
the efforts of our
team, and the outstanding support
from Basildon
Council, even on a
Bank Holiday.
Life resumes as before ….. and
the planning process slowly kicks
into action again.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t
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Speakers’ Corner
Twins Forever – Tale Of Three Towns
the temperatures of over
40%. It didn’t dampen
any spirits anf the French
- they loved it. So much
more.

hile the legacy
of Trevor
6WDQÀHOG
ZKRVHLQÁXHQFHDQG
that of his beloved wife
Margaret in establishing
the town’s twinning
partnerships, remains, it
was brought sharply into
focus at lunch on May 14
by Marion Wilson from
the Billericay Twinning
Association.

Charters Signed

Marion, in an inspirational talk,
highlighted not least how it
began with Rotary inter-action
when Terry Johnson, a Rotarian
from Fishers, in Indiana and a
GHVFHQGHQWRIVHYHQ0D\ÁRZHU
ancestors, responded to Billericay’s search for a twin town by
contacting Trevor in 1996.
From rolling stones .....the
charters were signed in Great
Burstead in September 1998
and in Fishers in June 1999.
The town’s comprehensive
VFKRROV%LOOHULFD\DQG0D\ÁRZHU
through their headteachers, Sue
Hammond and Linda Bamford,
were as Marion said: ”A great
help with student exchanges.” As
a sign of their respect, Fishers
boasts a new “Billericay Park”
with many community facilities.

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

And teaching also played a part
when Billericay linked arms
abroad again – this time with
Chauvigny in France after a
French girl, on teaching experience at Buttsbury Junior School,
made the suggestion. It was
eagerly followed up and, after
mutual exchanges, charters were
signed here in April 2004 and
there in July, 2005.
She told us: “They were exciting
days when we exchanged visits.
Too many to mention but in
France, for example, we were
treated to lovely French wines
and mussels – which I had to
forgo since I am allergic to them
²ÀUHZRUNVDQGDWRUFKOLJKWSURcession on July 14, Bastille Day.
We took Morris Men to perform
there but we didn’t anticipate

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

“In return, their mayor
stayed with Trevor and
we took them to Canterbury, House of Commons, Chartwell and their
students played golf at
Stockbrook Manor.”

Narrow Boat
When Fishers came, they stayed
with families, had a narrow
boat trip – even steered it – an
English afternoon tea at St Mary
Magdalen, day sightseeing in London and a weekend with a family
in Southend-on-Sea. “Where
else?” said Marion.
“The schools in Fishers were
EULOOLDQW²QRJUDIÀWLKXJHDVVHPbly halls and a little police presence to stress how the police
serve the community.
We had wonderful hospitality in
Indiana and France and we reciprocated in kind.”
So much more to those memorable exchanges. Come back
Marion another time and tell us
more. Thank you.

Chauvigny

www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
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Skipathon Cheque To Aid Research

I

t’s getting quite a habit – and
a good habit - visiting our local
schools to help them dispense
money they have raised.
This time it was Buttsbury Junior
School when we were invited
by headteacher Ann Robinson
because their RotaKids had
raised money – a lot of money,
£4780.10 to be precise – for
their designated charity, Great
Ormond Street Children’s Hospital.

Wonderful Effort
The pupils who all took part in

Page 8

a sponsored skip – a “skipathon”
- grouped in the school hall on
0D\WREHDGGUHVVHGÀUVWO\E\
Mrs Robinson who praised the
RotaKids for their efforts:
´:KHQWKLVZDVÀUVWDJUHHGZH
did not expect to raise anything
like this amount. I would have
considered something like £2,000
nearer the mark. It is a wonderful effort by you all.”
She then thanked our three
representatives, Peter Greene,
Mike Sinclair and Trevor Bond for
“bringing Rotary to the school.”
She paid tribute to our support

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

of the RotaKids and praised
Rotary for all it does for charity.
“I had no idea you did so much”
she said.
President Peter responded and
the cheque was presented to the
guest of honour, Judy Kuhl, one of
Great Ormond Street hospital’s
local charity organisers by the
Year 5 president and the treasurer of the Buttsbury RotaKids,
assisted by RotaKids teacher-leader Lauren Pretty. Judy said
the money would be put towards
the setting up of a new centre
for research into rare diseases.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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District Assembly 2018
the bequests they
had arranged. Plus
DFHUWLÀFDWHZDV
awarded to Helen
Ruddock for her
exceptional bequest.

eld at Writtle College
on Saturday
morning May 19.
Our Club was represented by President Peter Greene,
President-Elect
Les Sheppard and
myself.

A New Dawn
District Governor
Nick Sillitoe
welcomed those
attending as
“almost” his last duty, before
handing over to DGE Lesley
Sulley. The Rotary theme for
2018-19 is “Be the Inspiration”.
Two short videos were shown: RIBI – The Future, and the RIBI
Compliance Video.

reminded delegates that this will
be held in Southampton from
5th-7th October.
RI Convention - IPDG Terry
Dean showed a short video
about the 2019 Convention in
Hamburg.

Each of the District Chairs gave a
brief overview of their priorities
for the year.

The Main Session
District International Chairman
Andy Hunter encouraged us to
run a project in the coming year
and spoke about Bansang Hospital in The Gambia (see below
for more details). The District is
also hoping to fund one or more
Sand Dams.
Handover Lunch - DGE Lesley
VSRNHEULHÁ\DERXWWKH'LVWULFW
Handover which will be held at
Ivy Hill Hotel on Sunday 1st July.
District Conference - She also

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
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Ed Harrison
Reports On An
Inspirational
Assembly
Essex & Herts Air Ambulance - Clair Mitchell and Erica
Ley each gave an interesting
presentation on the history and
work of the Air Ambulance. DGE
Lesley is one of their Volunteers
and encouraged us to hold an
event in aid of the charity.
Recognition Awards - Past
District Governor Steve Munns,
now in District 1080,
presented Kevin Pitts
with an Arch Klump
Society Pin, to mark
his giving a total of
$250,000 to Foundation.
The Rotary Clubs of
Basildon Concord and
of Halstead received the
&HUWLÀFDWHVUHFRJQL]LQJ

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
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Les attended the
break out session for Incoming
Presidents, Peter
the session for
Public Image, and I
attended the combined Foundation
and International session.

Foundation &
International
Bansang Hospital - Andy
Hunter introduced Ray Ball who
spoke at length about Bansang
Hospital, a long-term project
of Brentwood a Becket Club.
This was set up in 1992 by Anita
Smith and is an award-winning
charity providing improved
healthcare delivery in a remote
region of The Gambia. The latest
part of the project is to refurbish the men’s ward (which is in
a terrible state) at a total cost
of £20,000. If £10,000 is needed from clubs so that it can be
matched by a District Grant.
Clubs are asked to consider
donating £500/£1000.
Sand Dams - Kevin Pitt, a
member of the RIBI International Committee, spoke about
Sand Dams which is the biggest
RIBI project after Polio. 53 Sand
Dams have been built to date
and Clubs are asked to donate
£500/£1000 to fund Dams from
our District.
Send a Cow – Martin Reed
spoke about the 5-year
Ugandan Orphans Project.
(continued on next page)
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District Assembly May 2018 (continued)
(continued from Page 9)
Mary’s Meals - Harry Payne
spoke about Mary’s Meals (it
costs £13.90 to feed a child for
a year) and the Rotary Action
Group against Slavery.
Jaipur Limb Project – Margaret Webb gave an update and
distributed copies of the January
edition of The Jaipur Journal; the
next issue will be in July.

Peter McCafferty - stressed
the value of radio and was willing
to arrange a further media day if
there is demand.
Peter Greene - gave a short
presentation on the use of Social
Media such as Facebook, Twitter
and YouTube using the Soapbox
Derby as a Case Study.

Foundation - In the remaining
time left Nick Lamborn made
an impassioned plea for us to
support our own charity.

Public Image
Stan Keller -A sparsely attended session. He opened the
session up by discussing the
best ways to interest the public
in what Rotary does - avoiding
the “grab and grin” photograph,
focus on images which tell a
story about an event and what
Rotary is doing, AND, include a
Rotary banner and/or roundel in
the picture so anybody seeing it,
knows this is Rotary “People in
Action”.

Social Media helps clubs reach
members of the general publiuc
which may (probably not) be
aware of Rotary, and encourages
participation and sales of tickets
to Rotary events.
All the presentations from the
sessions are available on the District Website.
GDPR - there was lively discus-

sion about the impact of the new
regualtions, and how to meet
them with the least impact.
By Peter Greene

President 2018/19&
President-Elect 2019/20
There were about 35 or so in
this session, and it took the
form of a workshop in which
we were arranged into circles
of about six and tasked with
answering a set of questions
aimed at identifying what
actions clubs might take to
DGGUHVVVRPHVSHFLÀFWDUJHWV
under Rotary’s three strategic
priorities:
 Support & Strengthen Clubs,
 Focus & Increase Humanitarian Service, and
 Enhance Public Image and
Awareness.
Each priority was addressed in
turn, with each group being set
one of three questions for that
priority. After a period of discussion, we each fed back the ideas
generated to the other groups.
By Les Sheppard

Rotary Club of Basildon Concord - Mayfest

M

ay 12 was another sunny
day, albeit a little colder than we might have
wanted, as Roger Kettle and I
headed for Basildon to help marshal at Rotary Club of Basildon
Concord’s Mayfest in Basildon
Town Square.

The Best Laid Plans
We had to set off at 06.30
(not another early start!) to be
there for 07.00 for Car Park
marshalling duty at the Council
Car Park under the Town Hall,
so, as instructed, we headed for
that Car Park where we were
due to meet Brian Wellman, and
Page 10

park there ready for the stallholders. But …. nobody there,
and the barrier was closed with
a sign – “not open until 09.00”.
Somebody at the Council had
got their wires crossed and
despite all Danny Lovey’s detailed
arrangements to have it open
only for the stallholders between
06.00 and 09.00, the message got
garbled – a case of “send three
and fourpence we’re going to
a dance!” if you recall that old
WWI story.
So off we went to the multi-storey car park and then walked
(continued on next page)
back
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Basildon Concord Mayfest (continued)

cards, but turned away members
of the public. Most took it
in good heart, understanding
that priority had to be given to
the exhibitors with only one
awkward driver demanding to be
let in.

(continued from Page 10)
again in our club Hi-viz vests.
Brian soon arrived, as did a
steady stream of stall holders
wanting to park and get out to

their stands in the Town Square.
“Danny’s chasing the Council” he
VDLG´LWZLOOEHÀ[HGVRRQµ
But the stall holders kept arriving – what to do? Then suddenly,
without a warning, the barrier
rose and we could start letting
the cars in. Phew! Mutiny averted! Roger went down into the
car park and I stayed on top to
direct stall holders in, and to
give the public, who usually
parked there on a Saturday, the
bad news that it wouldn’t be
open to them until 9 o’clock to
give priority to the stallholders.

“You’re Rotary” he said, looking
at the logos on our vests, “you
can’t stop me using the council
FDUSDUNµ%XWZHKHOGÀUP
told him we’d photograph his
car and him and pass it to the
council and they would decide
if they would take it further. He
moved aside but waited to see
what happened. As the volume
RIWUDIÀFGURSSHGZHOHWKLP
in. He’d obviously had second
thoughts, “Thank you” he said!
By 9 o’clock there were no more
stallholders arriving, and our shift

There’s Always One
We stopped all the cars, letting
pass those with stallholder
www
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
twitter com/BillericyRotary

was over so we wandered into
the square to look at the event.

A Square Deal
In the Square, pitches had been
marked out for the various charities and community groups who
were participating, and everyone
sported a gazebo and enthusiastic volunteers. It was very well

organised and laid out.
We exchanged greetings with
Danny Lovey and other Concord members we knew and
wandered around the 60 odd
stalls - there was really good
interaction with local people
and progress was made in raising awareness of their organisation, with donations taken,
and hopefully leading to new
members.
(continued on foot of Page 14)
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Mervyn - The Queen

DGE Lesley Sulley - To Mayflower

Ifor Becomes a Paul Harris Fellow

Richard Becomes a Paul Harris Fellow

Richard’s Speech to The Ladies And Guests

Jane’s Reply to Richard Rackham

Page 12

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

www.billericayrotary.org

%LOOHULFD\0D\ÁRZHU&KDUWHU1LJKW

of the club. She even
found time to praise the
foresight of our club in
“spinning off” and formLQJ0D\ÁRZHUDOOWKRVH
years’ ago. She assured
President Peter that she
meant every word and
had written it before she
knew he would be there.
President Mervyn made
a short and excellent
response.

A
Celebration
To Enjoy

T

he end of April
saw our daughter
club, the Rotary
Club of Billericay MayÁRZHUKROGLWV&KDUWHU
Night celebrating 28 years
since its initial formation as a daughter club
of our Rotary Club of
Billericay. President Peter
Greene and Wendy were
the guests of the MayÁRZHUFOXEZLWK3HWHU
and Wendy joining DGE
Lesley Sulley and Martin,
Past President Richard
Rackham and Nicky, Ian
Miller and Anne, and Mark
Chambers and Stephanie
on one table. Patrick
Rothon and Carol, and
Roger Kettle and Sarah were also
attendees but found themselves
son a different table.

Formality and Friendship
The Charter Night is a formal
event in the Rotary Club of BillHULFD\0D\ÁRZHU·VFOXE&DOHQGDU
a black tie event with a formal
presentation line of President
Mervyn and Jane Rogers, and
DGE Lesley and Martin Sulley.
The protocol was obviously
very important, and although
some club members “sneaked”
into the bar for an early drink
prior to the dinner, they were
swiftly rounded up and escorted
out into the foyer before being formally announced to the
line-up and allowed back in. (I
was taken by surprise - I gave our
names expecting them to be ticked
off the “guest list” only to be loudly
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

announced to the waiting greetings
line! - Peter).
With the formal arrivals all
complete, dinner was announced
and all guests repaired to their
tables Peter reports that on his
table everybody put into a kitty
so there was plenty to drink, and
FRQYHUVDWLRQÁRZHGHDVLO\DQG
all the visiting guests were made
very welcome.

Great Speeches
Everybody had been asked to
preselect their food choices, so
once “Grace” had been said by
Vice-President Carl Johnson, the
food came quickly, service was
prompt and the waitresses skilful
and very pleasant, and the food
was ample and very good.
After the meal, and the toast to
the Queen by President Mervyn,
Lesley Sulley made an interesting
and amusing speech in honour

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

The highspot of the
evening was Rtn Richard
Rackham’s toast to the
“Ladies and Guests”, a
tour de force about the
motives of members
joining Rotary, and the
secret enjoyment their
partners had from “getting rid of them” for one
night every week. The
response from Jane, President Mervyn’s wife, was
equally amusing and, if
anything topped Richard
for humour and pointed repartee. Absolutely great!

Paul Harris Fellows
The speeches over, it was time
for the Rotary Club of Billericay
0D\ÁRZHUWRKRQRXUWZRFOXE
members, Richard Rackham and
Ifor Roberts with Paul Harris FelORZVKLSV:HMRLQ0D\ÁRZHULQ
congratulating both of them. Ifor,
a great friend of this club, was
praised for his work in overcoming issues and driving through the
formation of the new Basildon
Town Satellite club, of which his
wife Jill is a member, along with
our friends Dikster and Nick
Lang.
The rest of the evening was
spent listening and dancing to
“Eclipse” before it was time
for carriages and home. A very
pleasant evening was had by all.
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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A

triumphant Peter Greene
returned to the club from
the National Rotary Conference in Torquay, bearing the
trophy for the best Club Bulletin
in Great Britain and Ireland.
Understandably delighted, he said
“This is a tribute to the hard work
and expertise of our editor, Trevor Bond, without whose journalistic experience and ability to talk
and write journalese, we wouldn’t
have the success we enjoy. To

win the award once is a tribute to
Trevor’s abilities, but to win it two
years in a row is an outstanding
achievement”.
Trevor was presented with the
Trophy and the Award
Certificate in front
of the whole club, to
great applause.

of club members who write the
initial articles, or provide input
to me to write them. It is a truly
whole club endeavour and I am
proud to be associated with it.
Thank you all”

Trevor reacted by
saying how delighted he was to receive
the award again. In
typical modest manner, he thanked Peter
for his expertise in
putting the newsletter
together, and Malcolm and Tom Acors
for their continual
support in printing
the Newsletter month
after month.
“I know I do the final
editing of the articles,”
he said, “but none of
this would be possible
without the support

Basildon Concord Mayfest (continued)
(continued from Page 11)
Things all seemed to be going
to plan. The public were being
attracted to the stalls showcasing
local charities and community
organisations, as well as the few
retail stalls, a children’s carousel
ride and two great performanc-

Page 14
P

es marching through the Town
Square and performing from the
Essex Army Cadet, Drum and
Flute band.
On top of this, there were splendid demonstrations throughout
the day from the youngsters of
the Maru Karate Kai; stirring
performances of
well known songs
from the George
Hurd Choir and
a memorable
performance
from the Tribal
Belly-Dancers, as
well as the Essex
Marching Corps,

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
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and the Basildon Operatic Society, etc. etc.! Well done to all the
performers.
And what was that huge food
truck in the corner – Danny’s
Snacks!

Our congratulations to the Rotary Club of Basildon Concord –
another excellent initiative which
really delivered on its promise!
By Peter Greene

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Other Clubs Are Busy Too
Rotary Club of Billericay
0D\ÁRZHU

Fri 15th June 2018 at 19.00 Wine Appreciation Evening-

Satellite Club Event at the
Reading Room
Sun 8th July 2018 at Sun
Corner 11.00 Summer Fest.
0D\ÁRZHU·VSUHPLHU6XPPHU
Event returns again this year.

Rotary Club of
Ingatestone

Mad Mud Race 11:00
Saturday 9th June 2018

Take on the famous ‘Nuclear
Races’ obstacles and help raise
funds for Rotary charities. For
more information, go to www.
facebook.com/khvrotary

Sat 14th July 2018 at 19.30 22.00 at KEGS - King Edward VI
*UDPPDU6FKRRO%URRPÀHOG
Road, Chelmsford, Essex CM1
3SX Tickets £10 each from John
Tilsley.
Music for all tastes. In aid of
Rotary Club Charities

Brentwood The Great Brentwood
Quizes

Courage Hall, Brentwood School,
Tickets: £8.00 - includes jacket
potato supper. Free Parking.
Fri 15th June at 19.30
In aid of Home-Start Essex.
Fri 20th July 2018 at 19.30
In aid of Barrow Farm Riding for
the Disabled
Fri 17th August at 19.30
In aid of Brentwood Community
Print.

Basildon Concord Charter Dinner

Saturday 23rd June 2018
42nd Anniversary - Dinner with
superb Cabaret & Dancing, at
The Holiday inn, Basildon. Entertainment by Ian Gallagher. Black
Tie. Tickets £30.00

District Diary

RYLA Finals Weekend
- June 8 at 18.00 at Danbury
Outdoor Centre

RI Convention in
Toronto
Sun 24th June 2018 - Wed
27th June 2018 - 23.00

District Handover
Lunch.
July 1, 12.00 for 12.30 at the

Ivy Hill Hotel
Tickets are £29.50 per person

District Council Meeting
and First Conference
Session - Writtle College

or contact us at mudevent@
rotarianskhv.org.uk
Bookings can be made via www.
njuko.net/khvrotary

Sat 15th September 2018 at
09.00 - 13.30

Rotary Club of
Chelmsford Mildmay
Chelmsford Male Voice
Choir Charity Concert

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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1RW(YHU\ERG\FDPHIRUWKH6RDSER[HV
Rtn. Peter Strong
reports on a
dissenting voice.

Our grandson, George, aged
21/2 was less impressed with the
6RDSER[HVWKDQWKHÀUHWHQGHU
What a thrill....he’ll be there next
year!

Something to Brighten Your Day
Only in Australia

Did they really say that?

Teacher to school class of boys
in Sydney
“Tell me what your fathers do
for a living.”
First boy: “My dad’s an architect - helped design the Sydney
Bridge.”
Second boy: “My father is a
politician and a member of the
Australian cabinet.”
Third boy: “ My father’s a naked
lap-dancer in a downtown pub.”
Teacher: “You can’t mean that?”
Boy: “Sorry sir, I’m too ashamed
to admit that he plays cricket for
Australia.”

QC:What is your date of birth?
WITNESS: July 18th.
QC:What year?
WITNESS: Every year.
4&:KDWZDVWKHÀUVWWKLQJ
your husband said to you that
morning?
WITNESS: ‘Where am I, Cathy?’
QC: And why did that upset you?
WITNESS: My name is Susan!
QC: Are you sexually active?
WITNESS: No, I just lie there.
QC: How old is your son, the
one living with you?

WITNESS: 38 or 35, I can’t remember which.
QC: How long has he lived with
you?
WITNESS: 45 years.
QC: So the date of conception (of
the baby) was August 8th?
WITNESS:Yes.
QC: And what were you doing at
that time?
WITNESS: Getting laid
QC: Doctor, how many autopsies
have you performed on dead
people?
WITNESS: All of them. The live
RQHVSXWXSWRRPXFKRIDÀJKW
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Club Meetings and Events
Location - Reids Billericay
We meet on
Mondays at
12.45 for
13.00
If
WKHUHLVDÀIWK
Monday in the
month, please
check the website for information.

Reids, 66-68 Laindon Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LD Tel: +44 1277 632378
June 4
Margaret Fowler - Ciamanda Education
Kenya.
June 11
Club Assembly
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1 (18.30-20.30)
((118 3300 20 30
30)
0)
June
11
Joint Services Meeting & Club Council
June 18
Buttsbury Junior School RotaKids
2018 Achievements
June 25
Quilters Junior School RotaKids
2018 Achievements & Business Meeting
July 2
Charity Day and Presidential
Handover
Other dates for your diary:
June 13
KIds Out Excursion
July 8

5RWDU\&OXERI%LOOHULFD\0D\ÁRZHU
Summerfest
Sept. 2
Billericay Fun Walk @ Barleylands
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