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A Walk On
The Blind Side
For Charity

President’s Message
Remember, Remember, And Enjoy Some Festive Spirit

N

ovember kicked off with
a bang - or an orchestrated series of bangs
to be more accurate - at the
5RXQG7DEOHERQÀUHDQGÀUHworks display in Lake Meadows
on November 3. I wonder how
many of the 12,000 or so people
there that evening remembered
‘gunpowder treason and plot’ as
opposed to just having an enjoyable evening out with the family?
Clashing commitments and
health issues meant we were
short of a few members who
usually turn out for this event,
but with Val’s support we had
just enough. We were manning
our traditional Hillhouse Drive
gate, but some of us had to learn
new skills, as this year we were
scanning tickets as well as directLQJWKHÁRZRIVSHFWDWRUV6HH
the pictures in this issue for an
idea of the display (though you
won’t hear the bangs!)

We Remember …
A week later came a very different form of remembrance. I
had the honour to lay a wreath
on behalf of the Club at the War
0HPRULDOLQWKH+LJK6WUHHWRQ
the 100th anniversary of the Armistice. I was well supported in
doing this as over half the Club
members were present, including
Margaret who led a section of
the service. The weather couldn’t
make up its mind, with a sharp
downpour early in the morning
followed by blue sky by the time
we were gathering and then
threatening grey clouds rolling in
as the wreath-laying took place.
Fortunately, the rain held off and
we were able to stay dry.
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Orbis (though of course I didn’t
see it), which is featured on our
IURQWFRYHUWKLVPRQWK6HHSDJH
WRÀQGRXWKRZLWZHQW

I Remember …
We had a good turnout for the
Basildon Charter Evening on
November 16. I was asked to
propose the toast to the Rotary Club of Basildon which gave
me the chance to remember my
links to that club (and my introduction to Rotary) back in the

Next day saw the traditional
President’s blindfolded walk for
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late seventies and early eighties
through Basildon Rotaract Club.
As I write this, we are preparLQJIRUWKH%LOOHULFD\0D\ÁRZHU
Christmas Market. We are again
running our Grand Christmas
5DIÁHDWWKLVHYHQWZLWKRXU
RotaKids from Quilters and
%XWWVEXU\-XQLRU6FKRROVKHOSLQJ
us sell the tickets on the day. I
mentioned last month that we
had presented this year’s RotaKids with their badges and you
can see the report on page 11.
We also use the Christmas MarNHWDVNH\SXEOLFLW\IRUWKH6RDSbox Derby, with a particular emSKDVLVRQHQFRXUDJLQJ6RDSER[
entries. We will have soapboxes
taking part in the parade and on
display on our stand. In this issue
you can also read about how the
updates to Nick Lang’s Mongo
Lander soapbox are progressing.
,QWKHEDFNJURXQGWKH6RDSER[
Derby Committee continues to
keep things moving.

One Last Thing to
Remember …
Looking a little further ahead,
we have our Partners’ Christmas
Lunch on December 10, which
reminds us that the festive season is fast approaching!
If you’re with the grandchildren
this Christmas, remind them to
put out those mince pies (and
maybe a measure or two of your
IDYRXULWHVLQJOHPDOW IRU6DQWD
Then of course you must do the
QHFHVVDU\WRHQVXUHWKH\ÀQG
the plate and glass empty in the
morning. It’s tough, but somebody has to keep the spirit of
Christmas alive.
Wishing you all a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Soapbox Derby Diar y
Flash, Bang, Wallop – Mongo Lander’s Back

I

QVSLUHGE\WKHÀOP)ODVK*RUdon, ‘Dr Hans Zarkov’s Mongo
/DQGHU·ZLOOÁDVKGRZQ7KXQder Road again at the Rotary
&OXERI%LOOHULFD\·VIRXUWK6SHFWDFXODU6RDSER['HUE\RQ%DQN
Holiday Monday, May 6 next year.
All the Flash Gordon spaceship
characters will be involved as
co-ordinator, and Team Leader, Nick Lang explained as he
showed off the soapbox to Club
Members and announced: “Next
\HDUZHZLOOEHÀWWHUDQGIDVWHUµ
Nick told us: “Myself and Dan
Treby conceived and built this for
WKH%LOOHULFD\6RDSER['HUby event where it posted a respectable time of 33.22 seconds,
SODFLQJLWHLJKWKRQWKHGD\µ

Stunning Silver
Dan’s design skills added to
Nick’s electronic expertise with input from 13-year-old son
Christopher and his raspberry pi
computer, produced a stunning
silver spaceship complete with
ÁDVKLQJOLJKWV ZKDWHOVH" 
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

Over to Nick. “From neighbours
Ifor and Jill Roberts who made a
convincing Flash and Dale while
Dan, as Dr Hans Zarkov, drove
the Mongo Lander down the
track and over both jumps pursued by Ifor as hero Flash, and
Nick as Ming the Merciless, both
descending the hill on scooters.
“And, in the score tent, our 14year old son, Daniel operated the
computer scoring system and
electronic scoreboard. He had
SURJUDPPHGWKHZKROHHYHQWµ
7KH6RDSER['HUE\DVSHFtacular success, raising around
£90,000 for Charity is already
geared up for next May.

Fun and Challenge
Organising committee member
Peter Greene said. “I can’t wait
to see the changes Nick’ll implement to make his soapbox
go faster in 2019. What members of the public don’t know is
that not only did Nick build this
soapbox for the 2018 event, but
he designed and built the time

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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recording system (Timer displays,
controls and radio connections)
WKDWZDVXVHGIRUWKH6RDSER[
Derby, including importing the
components and physically conVWUXFWLQJWKHV\VWHPµ
$V&OXE3UHVLGHQW/HV6KHSKHUG
said: “It’s always interesting to
see how creative people are with
their soapbox designs, from dinosaurs and cavemen through to futuristic spaceships. We’re looking
forward to seeing what fresh
ideas appear next May, both from
previous entrants like Nick and
from new teams entering for the
ÀUVWWLPHWKLV\HDU6RUHJLVWHU
QRZDQGVWDUWJHWWLQJFUHDWLYHµ
Nick Lang summed up the event:
“Working together with friends,
neighbours and family to build
the soapbox was fun and an
engaging challenge. The day itself
turned out to be a great community event which is why Mongo
Lander will be entering again –
and, I repeat, we are working on
PDNLQJLWÀWWHUDQGIDVWHU:DWFK
WKLVVSDFHµ
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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Speakers’ Corner
Shaggy Dog Story
A Service Tale Of The
6REHJDQKLVZULWLQJDWWKHUHquest of the editor of the WhiteYukon And Beyond
KRUVH6WDU+HVWD\HGXSDOOQLJKW
in Glasgow but was expelled
from school for insubordination
at sports, aged 14; worked in
DVKLSSLQJRIÀFHKDWHGLWDQG
apprenticed to the Commercial
%DQNRI6FRWODQGDW5HDG
avidly and published 20 poems in
the Glasgow weeklies. And read
about Canada.

I

n October Club Member Ken
6PLWKJDYHXVDJUDSKLFDFcount over lunch of the Great
1RUWKÀHOG%DQNUREEHU\LQ
Minnesota by the James/Younger
gang – fascinating stuff.
Transfer the action to the Yukon
DURXQGDQG´7KH6KRRWLQJ
RI'DQ0F*UHZµ7KHUHE\KDQJV
WKHWDOHRISRHW5REHUW6HUYLFH
– The Man and his Verse - as told
to us by Norman Wilson at lunch
on November 5.
As Norman explained: “After
my brother was shot down and
killed we eventually received
his effects, amongst which was:
‘The Collected Verse of Robert
6HUYLFH·,WFRQWDLQHGSRHPV
covering subjects from the Yukon
Gold Rush to the second World
:DUµ

6WRS7KHUHDOVWRU\EHJLQVKHUH
He saved enough to quit his job
DQGVDLOWR6DVkatchewan and
then by train
to Vancouver
Island. Jobs
were hard – he
even worked as
an odd job man
in a “Genteel
:KRUHKRXVHµ
and hit the
road as a wandering minstrel,
drifting down
to Mexico and
back up to
Los Angeles, to Colorado, Nevada and Arizona – eventually to
Whitehorse and the Canadian
Bank of Commerce in the Yukon
– as a dandy, not a prospector.

In brief, Robert
6HUYLFHZDVERUQ
in Preston in 1874,
UDLVHGLQ6FRWODQG
married in Paris and
died in Brittany in
1958. Had six brothers and three sisters
which, said Norman:
“Is no doubt why he
lived with his grandfaWKHULQ$\UVKLUHµ

WRZULWH´7KH6KRRWLQJRI'DQ
0F*UHZµDQGODWHU´7KH&UHPDWLRQRI6DP0F*HHµDIWHUKHDUing a prosperous gold miner tell
the shaggy dog story at a party.
He followed this with “The Call
RIWKH:LOGµ´7KH6SHOORIWKH
<XNRQµDQG´7KH/DZRIWKH
<XNRQµ7KH\EHFDPHNQRZQ
DV´7KH6RQJVRID6RXUGRXJKµ
which he sent to his father as a
Christmas present and asked for
a hundred to be printed for family and friends. It was so popular
that seven editions were printed
before its release date, and 1700
copies sold just from the proofs.
Thousands were printed and the
royalties of over $100,000 supported him for the rest of his life.
1RUPDQUHDGXV´7KH6KRRWLQJ
RI'DQ0F*UHZµDQG´7KHFUHPDWLRQRI6DP0F*HHµ$VKH
FRQFOXGHG´6RPXFKPRUHEXW
WLPHFRQVWUDLQVXVµ
6RUU\1RUPDQZHFDQSULQWWKH
ÀUVWYHUVHRQO\²VSDFHUHVWUDLQW
A bunch of boys were whooping it
up in the Malamute saloon
The kid that handles the music box
was hitting a jag-time tune
Back in the bar, in a
solo game, sat Dangerous Dan McGrew
And, watching his luck
was his light-o-love, the
lady
that’s known as Lou.
For further revelations, search the
internet: “Robert
:LOOLDP6HUYLFHµ
Another great talk,
Norman.

Love Poems

Thank you.

Returned to family
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Speakers’ Corner
enough milk,
for London’s needs,
both a much
sought-after
food base at
the time.

Hard Cheese And
How Essex Once
Milked An Industr y?

6RZKDWZDV
the “Essex Milk
DQG&KHHVHµ
industry and
how did it aid
London?

Bert: “It could
not begin with
the milking.
No good milking the cows at
home in Essex. The milk would
go bad before it reached London
because of the slow transport
DWWKHWLPH6REUHHGWKHFRZV
for their milk, then ship them to
/RQGRQµ

E

ssex a centre of the cheese
LQGXVWU\6XUHO\QRW8QWLO
Bert French revealed
all when he stepped into the
breach as our lunch speaker on
November 19.
Bert and his family know all
about farming – they have been
farming in Essex over many
lifetimes. When Bert talks to
us, there is always an element of
history, humour and surprise.

Shift The Cows

What we did not realise is the
extent of their involvement (and
that of other Essex farmers)
in the Essex Milk and Cheese
industry. They supplied the 19th
century city of London with
Essex cheese, hard but similar to
cheddar, and they kept it supplied
with enough cows, to produce

How? As Bert said: “In the mid1880’s cattle were kept
all over Essex, capable of
producing a great deal
of milk. If we could not
shift the milk, we had to
shift the cows.
“Regular transport to
London was done by
donkeys, mules, even
stagecoaches. No good
IRUIHUU\LQJFDWWOH6R
they were
herded and
farmers drove
them by road.
“They were
kept all over
London, mainly
in areas between Paddington and Grays
Inn Road. As
many as 8,000
in total, and

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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some warehouses had as many
as 500, some on one or more
ÁRRUV
“Despite the advent of cow disease on the Continent, not as we
know it today at MCD, Essex still
PDQDJHGWRGHOLYHU(VVH[PLONµ
said Bert, “And produce Essex
cheese. Manor houses all round
Essex kept cows and milked
them to make their cheese.
“The evolution of the railway
changed everything. and Essex
then managed to deliver its milk
and cheese to London by train,
Colchester to Mile End, via Romford and even a stop at MountQHVVLQJµ(whatever happened to
that station?)

Milking By Hand
“My father came out of the
1914-18 war and continued to
build up the process. He is long
gone and, such things as milking
by hand were gone by the 1960’s,
although, I always found it a
pleasure to milk by hand.. Now
it’s all about growing wheat and
barley. Less labour costs – all
very different from milking and
FKHHVHPDNLQJLQ(VVH[µ
Thank you Bert – again!
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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Fireworks Night

Page 6

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

www.billericayrotary.org

All Fired Up For Round Table Fireworks Display

W

Ticket To Ride ? No, Just To Enter,
Or Not .... According To The Excuse!

e’re always ready to
support initiatives for
our community in
%LOOHULFD\6RLQWKHVSLULWRILQWHU
service club co-operation we
jumped at the chance to support
Round Table’s Fireworks Night
Display in Lake Meadows Park.

gate to make sure that
everyone had tickets and
that they were ready for
scanning further down
the path, as there were no
sales being made at the
gate. There was no aggravation and everybody was
in good spirits.

Damp squib

$V0LNH6LQFODLUUHSRUWV´6PDOO
in number but willing in spirit,
a club delegation attended the
VDIHW\EULHÀQJRQ6DWXUGD\1Rvember 3 at 4.15pm, to enable
us to carry out our duties that
evening - to man the entry gate
at Hillhouse Drive. President Les,
Val, and Keith had the scanners,
and along with Jamie (the gate
manager’s son) were to scan the
tickets of everyone coming
WKURXJK´RXUJDWHµZKHWKer the tickets were on
paper or on mobiles.

Those who didn’t have tickets
were told they would have to
buy them online through a website accessible on their phones,
or they would not be allowed in.
We advised them to ensure they
accessed the correct page so
that everybody who wanted to
was able to get tickets.

So keen to get in
Gates opened at 5.30pm. Mike
adds “One family queueing to
come in admitted they had made
a mistake with the time, thinking

Intimidating ? Us?
Peter and Mike - the more
intimidating (?) pair in our
team, were at the entry
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

that the gates opened at 5.00pm.
It is always interesting to hear
WKH´EDGOXFNµVWRULHVZKLFKDUH
told by different folks ranging
from “my friends have my tickets on their phone and they are
DOUHDG\LQVLGHµWR´,DPZDLWressing here tonight so I don’t
QHHGDWLFNHWµDQG´P\0XPKDV
just sent my tickets to my phone,
only she sent the ones from two
\HDUVDJRµ
I am just glad that Paul, the Gate
Manager from Round Table (or
Judge Rinder as we thought of
him) was there to adjudicate on these matters.
Needless to say the event
was really well organLVHGDQGWKHÀQHZHDWKHU
ensured there was a full
house for the stunning
display.
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
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We Will Remember Them

6

unday November 11 saw an
enormous crowd gather at
the war memorial in BillericD\+LJK6WUHHWWRFRPPHPRUDWH
the fallen in our town’s Act of
Remembrance, celebrating the
FHQWHQDU\RIWKHHQGRIWKHÀUVW
World War.
A moving service was conducted
by past member of the Club Rev.
Paul Carr of the Team Ministry
of Billericay, with strong support amongst others by Club
Member Rtn. Margaret Fowler in her role as the reverend
for Christ Church Billericay. A
moving ceremony and service
was witnessed by thousands of
the town’s citizens and a parade
by members of the Army and
$LU)RUFHFDGHWIRUFHV6FRXWV
Guides, Cubs, Brownies and other local organisations.

3UHVLGHQW/HV6KHSSDUGUHSUHsented the Club in the presence
of over half our Club Members

including Bert French, Ed Harrison, Patrick Rothon, Roger Kettle, Malcolm Acors, Keith Wood,
0LNH6LQFODLU3HWHU*UHHQHDQG
Ben Clarke.

Over Half the club
The sounding of the Last Post
was followed by two minutes
silence, and following hymns, a
reading from the bible, the laying
of wreaths on the War Memorial
started with the Deputy Lieutenant of Essex.

Page 8
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Les laid our wreath alongside
those laid by other Billericay
6HUYLFH&OXEVDQGJURXSV

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
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There but not There
It was especially pleasing to see
WKH:DU0HPRULDOÁDQNHGE\
two Tommies called “There but

QRW7KHUHµ7KH5RWDU\&OXE
of Billericay had responded to
a Town Council appeal by fully
funding one of the Tommies. We
did so in the memory of Club
0HPEHU GHF 7UHYRU6WDQVÀHOGDOVRSDVWFKDLUPDQRIWKH
Town Council and many other
town organisations. Trevor had
dedicated his time to ensuring
RXU:DU0HPRULDOUHÁHFWHGWKH
esteem in which we hold those
who had given their lives for us.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t

B i l l e r i c ay B l i n d D a t e
plane takes ophthalmic training
to eye specialists
in poorer countries who typically
would not be able
to afford to travel
for the training.
Extending on this,
Orbis has added
Cybersight, so its
training can be
accessed digitally
anywhere in the
world where the
plane can’t go.

M

I Walk The Walk
To Help Fly
The Sightless

any past Presidents have
done the traditional
President’s Blind Walk in
aid of the Orbis charity, and on
Novenmber 12, it was my turn.

Orbis runs a Flying Eye Hospital – a state-of-the-art operating
theatre and a fully equipped
training centre, all on board a
McDonnell Douglas MD 10. This

www
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
twitter com/BillericyRotary

6RWRWKHZDON
Weather early
morning was not
promising with a
heavy shower at
around 10am All
clear and blue sky by 11:45 –
not that I was going to see much
of it for the next half hour. We
gathered at the Health Centre in
6WRFN5RDGPHDORQJZLWKP\
JXLGHV0LNH6LQFODLUDQG.HLWK
Wood, plus Peter Greene to
record the event for posterity.

Mind the puddles!
Blindfolded, I set off at about
11:55. Mike and
Keith kept me
informed as to
where we were
on the route
and steered me
around obstacles - lamp
posts, puddles
and other
pedestrians.
Peter (I’m told)
was ahead of
us, walking
backwards and
taking pictures,
resulting in him
stepping into a
couple of pudwww
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
facebook com/BillericayRotary

No - Go this way
dles in the process. (Every ace
photographer has to get his feet
wet sometimes!)
6LPSOHDWÀUVW-XVWIROORZWKH
instructions from my guides, but
by the time we were halfway my
brain, deprived of visual input,
started to invent things and I
was imagining I was about to trip
over the feet of people walking
in front of me – very odd!

No worry about this!
6WHSE\EOLQGVWHS,FRQWLQXHG
GRZQWKH+LJK6WUHHW²´1RZ
SDVVLQJWKH5HDGLQJ5RRPVµ
“Cross the road now … and
stop here, feel for the kerb and
VWHSXSµ´%HDUULJKWGRZQWR
WKHFURVVLQJDW/RQGRQ5RDGµ
and before long we were posing
IRUWKHÀQLVKSKRWRDW5HLGV
Just 25 minutes or so without
sight, but an incredible insight
into what it must be like to live
without sight.

Thanks to everyone who sponsored me. We raised (with Gift
Aid) over £300.
By Les Sheppard
www
www.billericayrotary.org
billericayrotary org
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Black Ties and Brotherhood

And
Remembering
Children in
Need

N

ot only were Basildon
Club celebrating 58 years
at their Charter Night on
November 16, but they made it
a Children In Need event, raising
more than £300 – a worthy sum
IURPDVSHFLDOUDIÁH
6L[&OXE0HPEHUVDQGWKHLU
wives attended the customary
black tie event at the Chichester
hotel at Rawreth, President Les
DQG9DO0LFKDHODQG6XH*LQQ
5RJHUDQG6DUDK.HWWOH3DWULFN
and Carol Rothon, Peter and
Wendy Greene and Bert French.
As usual, we received a warm
reception from our good friends.
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Special Relationship
Also present were the President
of the Rotary Club of Basildon
Concord, a representative of
the Rotary Club of Billericay
0D\ÁRZHUWKHFKDLURI%DVLOGRQ
Inner Wheel and guest of honour
/HVOH\6XOOH\RXU'LVWULFW*RYHUnor and her husband Martin.
President Les proposed the toast
to Basildon. In response Basildon
President Peter gave a short
address, and the chair of Inner
Wheel replied on behalf of the
guests. DG Lesley then spoke
EULHÁ\LQSUDLVHRI%DVLOGRQ&OXE

We have a special relationship
with our fellow Rotarians in
Basildon, not just because the
club is only one year younger
than ours, but also because we
share so many objectives and
twinning relationships with clubs
LQ,WDO\)UDQFHDQG6ZHGHQ:H

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

all recently returned from a twinning visit to Ovada in Italy during
which much fun was had.

Star Filled speech
6SHDNHURQWKHQLJKWZDV-DPHV
Wilkinson, billed as an artist who
had painted many rock stars.
He talked and illustrated his life,
which was much more than artist
to the rock stars, but included
being a director of Deutche
Bank, owner of an auction house,
a member of a rock group despite as he said “having no talHQWµDQGPXFKPRUH
Entertaining and humorous - noted also for the record amount of
´QDPHGURSSLQJµLQRQHVSHHFK
He had spent time with many of
the principal rock stars of our
generation and since.
A thoroughly enjoyable evening
with friends and fellow Rotarians.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t
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RotaKids
following day the process was
repeated for the RotaKids at
%XWWVEXU\-XQLRU6FKRRO

Taking the
Pledge

A

new school year and new
members for the Quilters
and Buttsbury RotaKids
clubs. In both schools, every
year school children can put
themselves forward for election
to the new RotaKids Clubs and
6FKRRO&RXQFLODQGWKHZKROH
school votes to elect their chosen representatives.
On October 8, President Les
6KHSSDUGDQG<RXWK6HUYLFH
&KDLUPDQ0LNH6LQFODLUYLVLWHG
4XLOWHUV-XQLRU6FKRROWRPHHW
the 2018/19 electees, induct
them as new RotaKids, and give
them their RotaKids badges. The

Helen Kilby, the RotaKids coordinator at Quilters and Lauren
Pretty, her equivalent at Buttsbury, introduced us to the children. Then each child came to
the front to receive their badge
from President Les, with the
RIÀFHUVUHFHLYLQJDVSHFLDOEDGJH
identifying their role.
In addition, they all made the
RotaKids pledge – “As a RotaKid, I endeavour to be fair to
all, to serve my community and
to show respect for others, to
make a difference to our school,
RXUFRPPXQLW\DQGRXUZRUOGµ
They all received their own
pledge card.

Service Above Self
President Les reminded them of
the achievements of last year’s
RotaKids and said that we look
forward to hearing their plans
for this year. In conclusion he
hoped they would have a lot of
fun doing their projects.
After the meeting President Les
remarked “The Rotary Motto is
¶6HUYLFHEHIRUH6HOI·DQGLWLVYHU\
good to see so many children
eager to join the RotaKids club
and help serve their school and
their community.
We are looking forward to them
KHOSLQJXVVHOOUDIÁHWLFNHWVDW
the Christmas Market in aid of
6W/XNH·V+RVSLFH6KHOWHU%R[
and other charities supported by
5RWDU\µ

Thank You, Mildmay For A Happy Evening

G

etting together with
other Rotarians – especially those close to our
hearts and minds – is always a
delight. As it was on Tuesday, Oct
30 when nine of us, members
and partners, along with other
neighbouring clubs, enjoyed the
hospitality of the Chelmsford
Mildmay Club.

our fellowship going, joining our
Chelmsford colleagues in the
evening at the Beauvoir Arms
was a great follow-up. Thank you

6LQFHZHKDGKDGRXU&KDUWHU
/XQFKWKH6DWXUGD\EHIRUHZKLFK
left us with a Monday lunch
date clear, the decision to keep
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t
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to President Roger for organising this event in support of his
chosen charity “Dementia AdvenWXUHµUDLVLQJRYHU 
Excellent food and service and
great conversation around our
table which consisted of President Les and his daughter, Helen,
Ed and Margaret, Peter and
Wendy, Jan and Trevor, and Ben
Clarke, and we were graciously
thanked for turning out to support their excellent social night
for such a good cause.
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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Twickers And All That – A Day To Remember

A

lways ready for a social
outing, nine members,
friends and relatives went
to Twickenham for the Autumn
International between England
and Japan.
6HWWLQJRXWDWRXUVHOHFW
and intrepid band of Rotarians
VHWRIIIRU´5XJE\+4µUHDG\
to meet up with the rest of the
party at Zizzi in Twickenham,
our usual meal venue before the
game. Once assembled - the
VWULNHRQ6RXWK:HVWHUQ7UDLQV
didn’t help matters! - we tucked
into our meals. Conversation
ÁRZHGHDVLO\WKHZLQHÁRZHG
just as easily, and all enjoyed the
meal before, all too soon, setting
out for the half hour walk to the
stadium along with thousands of
others.

Page 12

Excellent seats in the North
6WDQGMXVWEHKLQGWKHJRDOSRVWV
We thought we would only see
close action in the second half,

in front of us at our end of the
ground, and a 15-10 lead at
KDOIWLPH6HFRQGKDOI(QJODQG
regained their poise and all the

as England would probably be
playing at the other end of the
JURXQGLQWKHÀUVWKDOIDVWKH\
crushed the Japanese. Not quite!

play was again just in front of us
as England scored three tries –
ÀYHRIWKHVL[WULHVXSFORVHDQG
personal. (Maybe England played
EDGO\LQWKHÀUVWKDOIMXVWVRZH
could see most of the action?)

A record crowd for a game
against a second Tier nation –
81,100+ saw an early England
try, then all Japan. Two tries just

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

Great party day out and a great
game at a great venue.
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Members’ Musings - Italian Interlude
Good Wines, Good Food – What A Finale!

ollowing our Rotary reunion
in Ovada with the French,
,WDOLDQDQG6ZHGLVKWKH
Acors, Kettles and Rothons had
extra days in Genoa.
,Q3DW·VÀQDOUHSRUWRQWKH5RWDU\YLVLWKHÀQLVKHGE\VD\LQJ
we were taken in a taxi driven
by a someone who thought he
was Juan Fangio, at breath-taking speeds to our new hotel in
Genoa - thank goodness Malcolm
was in the front seat! We did get
to the hotel (much sooner than
we expected), an excellent location, not far to walk into town well done Carol!

Calming Nerves
After the drive we needed a
drink, so found a pleasant bar,
calmed our nerves and planned
our additional days. First night,
as it was now 5pm, to explore
the immediate surroundings and
ÀQGDSOHDVDQWUHVWDXUDQW'D\
2 to purchase a 48 hour “Hop
2Q+RS2IIµFLW\WRXUEXV
and day 3 to visit a small village
port, Boccadasse, that looked
picturesque, just outside Genoa.
Day 4 would be just a leisurely
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

breakfast and making our way to
WKHDLUSRUWIRUWKHÁLJKWKRPH
6RWKDWHYHQLQJZHKDGDSOHDVant stroll around the locality,
enjoying the street differences between Genoa and BillerLFD\DQGHYHQWXDOO\ÀQGLQJD
small pleasant restaurant full
of Italians - a good sign - and
with a local menu. A good
ÀQGWKHPLQHVWURQH
soup was quite something!

celebrate his birthday that night
with dinner at a special restaurant he and Tom knew about.

Spectacular Harbour
The following day we caught
the city tour bus. First to the
port for a walk around the quite
spectacular harbour, stopping
off for a coffee or beer
and to marvel
at the variety
of expensive
boats moored
all around us.
Then back into
the city itself,
walking slowly
through the
streets and alley
ways, stopping
at regular intervals for further
refreshments
- until it was
lunchtime.

An excellent choice, not just for
us, but it had also been a destinaWLRQIRU)UDQN6LQDWUDDQGRWKHU
celebrities including a visit by the
Pope, such good company!!
A delicious meal (prepared
to such a high standard that
Malcolm had to wear gloves to
eat his dish), washed down with
excellent wine, and made even
more so by Malcolm covering
the cost of the various bottles.
Next day, local bus to the nearby
ÀVKLQJYLOODJHRI%RFFDGDVVH

We sat outside in the sun on a
pedestrian walk way, just watchLQJWKHZRUOGJRE\6RPHWKLQJ
we don’t do back home but so
enjoyable when on holiday.
In the afternoon we explored
more, ending up at the central
Palazzo Ducale where there was
an opera singer practising some
arias and .... another relaxing bar.

Birthday Celebration
Here Malcolm said he wanted to
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

A small harbour, tightly surrounded by houses of various
colours and design and, of
course, restaurants and bars. The
(continued on next page)
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Members’ Musings - Italian Interlude
(continued from Page 13)
chosen restaurant, Michelin recommended, was on a promontory with views of the harbour.

Ice Cream On The Beach

lage with views down the coast.
The restaurant didn’t disappoint,
DÀQHOXQFKEXWZHPLVVHGGHVsert to have ice creams on the
beach and harbour wall.

Overcast and cooler, so we
booked our table inside. To work
up an appetite we walked up the
paths that took us above the vil-

Then back to Genoa, where the
Rothons and Acors returned to
the tour bus and used the remainder of their 48 hour ticket,

while we took it easy and waited for their return, before we
all went back to the small local
UHVWDXUDQWIURPRXUÀUVWQLJKW
More good food, more good
wine, more fun and laughter
......... typical of the whole time in
Ovada and Genoa!
By Roger Kettle

Four Go-A-Travelling On The Italian Riviera
Keith Wood reports
on fun in the sun

T

KH6DWXUGD\·VMRXUQH\WR
Genoa was epic. Remember the Morandi Bridge,
almost the signature of the famous Port City had collapsed on
August 14 and our coach driver
swiftly navigated the alternate reroutes superbly making almost
unnoticeable the twists and turns
of spaghetti junctions as we went
over and under a procession of
roads and motorways. I said that
I was glad it was not me driving….Yes, you’ve guessed it - two
days later it was!!
Mike, Liz, Gill and I set off for
5DSDOORRQWKH6XQGD\PRUQLQJ
after enjoying a most successful
Rotary exchange weekend with
2YDGD,FRQÀGHQWRIWKHMRXUQH\
as we had our trusted Tom-Tom
and had no need to consult anything as old-fashioned as maps. I
was convinced that Jane (friendly
Tom-Tom voice) would know all
about it especially since there
was no longer a bridge to cross.

I Blame Jane!
6RRQZHZHUHGRZQE\WKHSRUW
exactly where our superb coach
driver had passed two days
earlier. I should have paid more
attention then, not basked in the
relief of our driver’s skill. It was
not until Liz, (typical back seat
Page 14
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driver) said “I’m
sure we’ve been
down this stretch of
PRWRUZD\EHIRUHµ
– how could she say
that? We had followed exactly Jane’s
instructions!
Only then did we
recognise the roads
and landmarks for a
Rapallo - Chestnut Roasters
check-in and freshen up – then
second or even third
re-emerging ready to enjoy the
time! However, after another cirsunshine and the surroundings. A
cle-like journey we were routed
brisk walk into Rapallo to enjoy
off by a non-too-friendly-faced
the freedom and light heartedpoliceman following an accident
ness of the local Italian people
further along the route that Jane
over a light late lunch, al fresco.
had chosen for us as we left
Ovada. What a relief – making
We had chosen Rapallo as our
progress at last.
EDVHZKHQZHÀUPHGXSRXU
after-stay arrangements - very
We reached our hotel, standing
FHQWUDORQWKH$PDOÀ&RDVWDQG
boldly just outside and above
JLYLQJÁH[LELOLW\WRWUDYHODQG
Rapallo town, a beautiful resort
experience the area by foot, bus,
on the Italian Riviera. Quick
boat, taxi and train. Our hotel
was about a 20-minute walk into
town and we did that at least
once and return every day –
Mike and Liz are great walkers,
so we couldn’t be outdone, or
could we? The journey seemed
somewhat daunting at times but
how satisfying when achieved!

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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Used The Bus...

View from the hotel

The four of us used the hourly
local bus from the hotel, just
once. It went so fast we arrived
at our restaurant almost before
(continued on Page 15)
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Members’ Musings - Italian Interlude
(continued from Page 14)
we set off!! After delicious food (courtesy of
tripadvisor) we hailed a
taxi and the driver was
so friendly we thought he
was staying with us for the
whole evening – he shared
his life with us and opened
the doors to some fascinating venues/ watering
holes that we would never
have discovered without him.

And The Funicular!

And The Train.......
Four days exploring the region,
revelling in the sunshine the
resorts, the restaurants, and each
other’s company and relishing
every moment. We visited the
Cinque Terra by train stopping
RIIDWHDFKRIWKHÀYHYLOODJHV
some of which you couldn’t get
to by car.

%HDXWLIXO3RUWRÀQR
in a little cove, so experiencing
the vista from the sea as we
approached. We had lunch there,
paying just for the experience of
being millionaires, admiring the
multi-million-pound yachts.

And The Boat......
:HVDLOHGWR3RUWRÀQRDQH[TXLsite painting-like village nestled

T

Giuseppe, our friendly taxi
driver (he insisted on his
full name) recommended
we scale the huge mountain range above Rapallo.
Thankfully not by foot,
but by taking the funicular, another breath-taking
experience to reveal the
whole bay, the coastline
and all the delights we had
seen. Inevitably, another liquid
lunch!
The last night, another local bar
– where else? Around midnight
much laughing and singing from
the vast musical taste of another
Giuseppe, this time from a barman who had served drinks to
the rich and famous from across
the world.
He could not have chosen a
better four of us to add to his
exclusive collection!!!

Special General Meeting
KH6SHFLDO*HQHUDO0HHWing was held in Reids on
November 26.

Serving the Club
With no special business to
UHSRUWWKHPHHWLQJFRQÀUPHG
WKHRIÀFHUVIRUDV
 President: Ben Clarke
 9LFHSUHVLGHQW/HV6KHSSDUG
 Treasurer: Michael Ginn
 6HFUHWDU\(G+DUULVRQ
 $VVW6HF1RUPDQ%LVKRS
All were elected uninanimously.

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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Conference

/HV6KHSSDUGDQG(G
Harrison were nominated to attend as
delegates at the RIBI
Conference in Nottingham next year with
Ben Clarke and Mike
6LQFODLUQRPLQDWHGDV
deputies

It’s a Gift
After we make our $100
payment to Rotary Foundation,
Treasurer Mike Ginn will
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

circulate all members with
information on how Gift Aid
could be claimed on our annual
subscription, and its impact.
www.billericayrotary.org
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We will be back with a bumper December/January issue next year.
The Newsletter staff, editor, compiler and printer, wish everyone a
Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year

O t h e r C l u b s A r e B u s y To o
Rotary Club of
Ingatestone

District 1240 Diary

Rotary Club of Ingatestone
are co-organisers of the
“Ingatestone Christmas
Market”
9th Dec 12 – 6 p.m.

Rotary Club of
Chelmsford Mildmay/
Phoenix
Sat 15th December 2018 at
10.00 - 14.00
Carol Singing in High
Chelmer

Raising money for the Club’s
Rotary charities with a
Christmas Celebration

District Seasonal
Concert

Mon 17th December 2018 at
19.15 - 22.30 at Chelmsford
Cathedral
All proceeds to Essex/Herts Air
Ambulance Trust and the charity
Hearing Dogs for the Deaf.

Rotary Club of
Brentwood
The Great Brentwood
Quiz
Fri 11th January 2019 at
19.30 - 22.30 6SRQVRUHG
&KDULW\%263

A Quote from Ronald Reagan to Brighten Your Day - especially relevant to Brexit?
“Politics is like show business. Hell of an opening, coast a while, then have a hell of a close”
Rotary
R
otar y C
Club
lub o
off B
Billericay
illericay – F
Future
uture
Club Meetings and Events
Location - Reids Billericay
We meet on
Mondays at
12.45 for
13.00
If
WKHUHLVDÀIWK
Monday in the
month, please
check the website for information.

Reids, 66-68 Laindon Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LD Tel: +44 1277 632378
December 3
Robert Macaulay - District Foundation
Chairman
December 10
Christmas Lunch - with partners and
guests
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December
10
D ce
De
cemb
cemb
ber 1
0 (18.30-20.30)
(18
(1
18 30
30-2
-220 30
30))

-RLQW6HUYLFHV0HHWLQJ &OXE&RXQFLO
December 17
Business Meeting
December 24 & 31
No Meeting - Christmas & New Year
January 7
New Year Message - Rev. Margaret Fowler
January 14
Jane Orchard (Birkett Long)
Powers of Attorney
January 14 (18.30-20.30)

-RLQW6HUYLFHV0HHWLQJ &OXE&RXQFLO
January 21
Business meeting
January 28
Madeline Binnings - Child Abuse

Dates for your diary:

December 2 - Christmas Market

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Birthday
hd Congratulations
l
- We wish
h a Happy Birthday
hd to Revd.
d Margaret Fowler
l ((Jan. 24))

