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O

ver the past few months
my laptop has been
temperamental, shutting
down without warning or running very slowly, so it’s hard to
get things done. Its battery has
been struggling and more than
ÀYHPLQXWHVXVHPHDQWLWKDGWR
EHSOXJJHGLQ7KHÀQDOVWUDZZDV
the Card reader stopped working, so last week a shiny new
machine arrived and I’ve been
gradually moving stuff to it.
While doing this I’ve taken the
opportunity to reorganise my
photographs, getting them into
a consistent structure rather
than having them, for historical
and space reasons, scattered
across my PC, an external drive
and other devices. That has, of
course, given me the opportunity
(Val will probably say excuse) to
look at these old photos.

Every Picture tells a Story
In amongst a set of slides that I
digitised a few years ago, I came
across some from Rotaract trips
back in the late ‘70s and early
’80s. This included National
Conferences in Nottingham
in 1978, Dublin in 1979 (Mary
Peters was the keynote speaker)
Bristol in 1980, where Hissing
Sid (a 75 foot long stuffed-toy
snake) was paraded through the
town from one of the hotels to
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conference each morning (and
back again in the afternoon),
Also Durham in 1982, at which
we manhandled our president in
his wheelchair up a very steep
footpath not designed for wheelchairs, to get to the cathedral.
Why mention this? It’s because
of some curious coincidences.
7KHÀUVW5RWDUDFWFRQIHUHQFH
I attended was in Nottingham,
which is where next year’s National Conference, the Rotary
Showcase, is being held. The secRQGLVWKDWP\ÀUVWRYHUVHDVWULS
with Rotaract was a weekend
in Hamburg, where the Rotary
International Convention is being
held next June. Back then we
only got about four hours ashore
to see the town before we had
to be back on board ship, so I’m
seriously thinking of booking for
next year for the chance to have
a better look round.
I sometimes wonder why Rotaract has largely disappeared here
in the UK and whether it might
be worthwhile investigating if
there would be interest in establishing a club in Billericay again.

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

Best foot forward And
Bring On Bella Italia
As shown on the front cover,
September kicked off with the
John Baron Fun Walk. Roger and
3DWULFNKDYHUDLVHGDPDJQLÀFHQW
£1,425 in sponsorship, to which
ZLOOEHDGGHGDVLJQLÀFDQWDGGLtional sum (about 50% last year)
from the Fun Walk Trust’s Bonus
Pot and possibly Gift Aid too
subject to HMRC approval. A
great way to raise funds.
Also this month, we have enjoyed
not one, but two informative
talks from our District GoverQRU/HVOH\6XOOH\)RUWKHÀUVW
she wore her Air Ambulance
Volunteer hat, hosting our visit
to the North Weald base. Then
ÀYHGD\VODWHUZHZHOFRPHGKHU
RQKHURIÀFLDOYLVLWWRWKHFOXE
We were delighted that she felt
we are getting many things right
and that our social media, events
and activities ensure that Rotary
is highly visible to the Billericay community. Her challenge is
to try some creative ideas to
convert this into new members.
Something to discuss at the next
SCJM/ Council Meeting.
Speaking of overseas trips above,
Val and I are very much looking
forward to the double-triangular
visit to Ovada next month. Our
honeymoon was a trip to Venice,
Florence and Rome, so Italy is a
special place for us, and we enjoy
Italian food, all the more so when
we’re enjoying it ‘in-situ’. We’ve
been back to Italy a few times
over the years, but never to this
area. The itinerary looks interesting so hopefully this will be a
very enjoyable experience. Look
out for next month’s magazine
for reports on the trip!

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t
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District Council Matters - September 15

P

Fly-Past And On To Rotary Expo

eter and I attended the
district council meeting at
Writtle College on September 15, Peter, in the absence of
David Cope, again driving the
technology. Early arrivals went
RXWVLGHDWIRUWKHÁ\SDVW
of the Air Ambulance helicopter,
which did a couple of circuits
while we all waved our bacon
rolls in greeting.
DG Lesley Sulley opened the
formal meeting at 9.00 am..

National Conference position: Torquay 2017, the last to
follow the traditional National
Conference format, had broken even. Next year’s event, in
Nottingham, is titled the Rotary
Showcase. For 2020–22 it will
move to the National Exhibition
Centre, Birmingham and will be
rebranded as the Rotary Expo.
Many events will be open to the
general public.
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
i
/Bill i R

Committee
Report
Updates:

Membership:
0LNH*ULIÀQ
reported that
there has been a
major campaign
on Facebook
which was
thought to have enrolled three
new members across the district.

available. They must go to a charitable use and handover must be
photographed.

Public Image: The district website will shortly
be updated with
a new look, following on from
the refresh of
the RIBI site

Youth Service: Forms for the
various competitions (Young
chef,Young Photographer, etc.)
are downloadable from the RIBI
site. Phil Grigg outlined the new
5</$,/0/HYHOFHUWLÀFDWHG
course.

Foundation:
Next year’s
Foundation
Seminar will be on April 13 and
a Paul Harris Dinner at Channels
on Feb 24.

Administration: District 3141
Mumbai is seeking an exchange
visit with 1240, visiting UK in
December and return visit TBA
– about 4-6 couples. Christmas
&RQFHUWFRQÀUPHGDW&KHOPVford Cathedral, December 17

%LOOHULFD\0D\ÁRZHUZLOOFROOHFW
all day at Liverpool Street Station
for End Polio Now on World
Polio Day (October 24). Anyone
wishing to help on the day please
contact Mark Chambers.
Community/Vocational: 200
blankets donated by Qantas still
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

Presentations
Gloria Nichols : Described the
Mary’s Meals Backpack Project,
SURYLGLQJVFKRROEDFNSDFNVÀOOHG
with basic school equipment for
children in some of their schools
in Africa. New backpacks have
(continued on Page 12)
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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Air Ambulance

A warm welcome (on a rainy morning) at the Air Ambulance North Weald Base

Page 4

Lesley explains all

Paramedic Jay explains some of the equipment

,W·VDWLJKWÀWLQKHUH

Liz and Patrick try out the accommodation

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

www.billericayrotary.org

Flights Of Mercy - We Hear Their Special Stories
Key Facts

the air ambulance procedure
arrival, take off, treat, collect and
deliver. She stressed two things:

They Risk
Themselves
To Save Lives

W

e hear them above
us; we watch them
– the air ambulances
RQWKHLUÁLJKWVRIPHUF\²EXW
we don’t know where they are
going, who they are, what their
ÁLJKWVLQYROYHDERYHDOOZKR
they’ll rescue or whose life
they’ll save.
We know more now, thanks to a
club visit to the Essex and Herts
Air Ambulance Emergency Medical Service at their North Weald
DLUÀHOGEDVHRQ6HSWHPEHU
– and to a brilliant presentation
by volunteer Lesley Sulley – yes,
Lesley Sulley who just happens to
be this year’s DG!
“The service uses approximately
400 volunteers, “she said. “They
do all kinds of work, from speaking, taking collecting buckets
around, hosting a stall at community events and much more. I am
one of those who talk to people
like you, fellow Rotarians, to try
to give you an idea of what it
involves and how it all happens.”

“The helicopter isn’t the most
important factor – the crew are,
pilot and co-pilot, paramedic
and doctor always on board, all
trained to meet the needs of an
emergency - even involving open
heart surgery, amputations, etc.
at the scene! On board is all the
medical equipment of an A & E
department, and they can monitor immediately whether the
patient is on drugs, warfarin or
has a blood disorder etc.
Inevitable question: How dangerous were their missions?
“They are brave men and women
who go out every day not knowing what to expect. An average
call out to the crew is two to
three times a day. They can even
EHLQWHUFHSWHGRQÁLJKWWRJRWR
a second casualty or patient. We
have two bases, here at North

 East Anglia call centres get
3,000 999 calls a day. Average for North Weald base
– 2/3
 Specialist hospitals include:
%URRPÀHOG &KHOPVIRUG 
Queens (Romford), Addenbrooke (Cambridge), Queen
Elizabeth (Harlow), Royal
/RQGRQ+DUHÀHOG%DVLOGRQ
 Only some have helipads, so
FUHZVKDYHWRÁ\DURXQGIRU
vital minutes choosing suitable landing site
 Once they landed on a golf
course for heart attack victim – now fully recovered.
 Seven minutes - total time to
reach site on most calls
 +HOLFRSWHUVFDQQRWÁ\DW
night with patients but crew
can return in the dark
 Medics may stay with patients after landing at hospital, then back by road
 Service needs £500,000 a
month and £6.5m a year for
funding. No funding from
government or national
lottery. Rely on goodwill and
donations
Weald and at Earls Colne which
means the air ambulance can
reach their furthest distance in
17 minutes from Earls Colne and
15 minutes from here.”
(continued on page 15)

Crew Are Vital
Our party of members and partners (twelve in all) hung on every
word as Lesley took us through
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

www.billericayrotary.org
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Billericay Fun Walk 2018
7KH&KDULWLHVZHUHRXWLQIRUFH*D]HERVFRYHUHGWKHÀHOG

A Ma ss St a r t

It’s a Fun Walk not a Run!

There really were thousands!

Most took the Long Route

Team Kettle (and Patrick) in Action

Quilters’ Mike Wade takes the long Route
Page 6
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Success!

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Billericay Fun Walk 2018
Patrick, Sarah, myself and our
four grandchildren ranging from
ÀYHWRWHQ\HDUVDOOJDWKHUHGDW
the start, after having looked at
the side stalls that surrounded
the arena. John Barron said
a few words and thanked the
sponsors for their excellent and
kind contributions and then led
the start. I am not sure how
many of us were there walking. I
couldn’t count because my guess
is in the thousands.

Roger Kettle
reports on
A Walk On The
Sunny Side

A

lovely day. Blue skies,
just a gentle breeze and
a temperature around
20c. Just the sort of
day to enjoy a healthy
walk in the lovely Essex
countryside. What could
be better?

PDUVKDOIRUWKHÀIWK\HDUDQG
saw them all at the point that
the routes split, short v long.
Also, Mike Wade, Quilters head
teacher, took part on behalf of
his school – we sponsored him
for a considerable sum – and he
did the long walk.

Walk Not Run!
Of course, Patrick and I pointed
out that was not the objective of
this event but to enjoy the walk,
looking at the scenery,
wildlife, hedgerows and
talking to fellow walkers.
Running was the last
thing in Patrick and my
own minds! I think the
children realised that
perhaps we couldn’t run,
so instead compromised
and walked .......at an
incredibly fast pace
making us keep up with
them.

Well to have all that and
then to have your walk
sponsored by your Club
colleagues, family and
friends to raise money
for the excellent “School
in the Bag” charity........
plus with the promise of
the walk sponsors, local
businesses, to make an
additional contribution
on top of whatever sum
you have already raised!

Charities and Good Causes
:LOO5HDS%HQHÀW
As Thousands
Take Part For Fun And
Fellowship around Barleylands

Since this John Barron
MP initiative has been
running for some years
he was able to announce,
before the walk started,
that it had now raised
£1 million pounds for
charity. Quite an achievement!

Into The Pot
His great idea but so well
supported by local businesses
who donate monies to the walk,
which goes into a pot that is
then distributed in ratio to funds
already raised for this event by
RIÀFLDOFKDULWDEOHRUJDQLVDWLRQV
who are participating in the
walk - such as ourselves. In the
pot this year is approximately
£40,000.
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

:HGLGQ·WÀQLVKÀUVWEXW
my goodness we passed
so many walkers and I
believe, after starting
ZHOOGRZQWKHÀHOGZH
were amongst perhaps
ÀUVWWRÀQLVK
Oscar, Stanley and Tilly
were delighted as they
were given a medal and
FHUWLÀFDWHIRUÀQLVKLQJ
the course by Basildon’s

The walk was divided into two
courses. The main course being
three miles but then there was
an alternative course of half the
distance for families, toddlers and
WKHGLVDEOHG2XUÀYH\HDUROG
and Sarah did this course but
the three others all wanted to
complete the full course. Not
just complete the course but to
ZLQWKHHYHQWE\ÀQLVKLQJÀUVW
Their idea was to run the three
miles!!
IPP Peter Greene acted as a

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

Mayor.
Not such an honour, as
everyone was given the same but
a lovely idea and a nice way to
ÀQLVKWKHHYHQWDQGVRPHWKLQJ
for them to take home as a
memory. It was good that they
were also pleased that they
themselves had contributed in
raising money for our club and
our chosen charity.
As said at the beginning, a great
(continued on page 14)

www.billericayrotary.org
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Speakers’ Corner
The Lion Sleeps Tonight –
But Not Over Our Lunch

W

e’re all going to the
zoo tomorrow.....
well, not quite. But
ZHGLGJHWDZRQGHUIXOÀOPVKRZ
of African animals in the wild
when Peter Greene stepped into
the breach on Monday, September 3.
Peter picked up the speaker’s baton at the last minute when PDG
Grahame Rudkins could not
deliver his Paul Harris Fellowship talk having suffered a heart
attack. We wish him well.
Rtn. Peter Adams had talked to
us three weeks earlier about his
Plettenberg Bay Rotary Club’s
project in Harkerville on the
Garden Route in South Africa.
Peter picked up the theme with a

Page 8
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talk on his and Wendy’s trip just
four years earlier.

Not just in the wild
Everything from lions, elephants,
hippos, buffalo,
leopards and
giraffes featured
in ace cameraman Peter’s
delightful offering – some so
close that we
could believe
they were in
the room with
us – a personal
safari when
he and Wendy
took a long-planned holiday in
South Africa.
“We’ve always wanted
to go there
and fellow
Rotarian Peter Strong’s
stories of his
visits there
ÀQDOO\WLSSHG
the balance
and we decided to bite
the bullet

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

and book a trip.” He added “The
scenery was fantastic, the safari
mind blowing, but what we didn’t
H[SHFWZDVWRÀQGZLOGDQLPDOV
wandering through the grounds

of our hotel when we were up at
Victoria Falls! A great preview of
our Safari.”

No Crocs!
Editor’s comment: I have been to
South Africa but was never able
to get near to those wonderful
creatures. But I did get to a
crocodile park – quite frightening!
Peter admits: “No, we did not see
any crocs. but it was a wonderful
experience getting so close to the
animals in the wild.”
Thank you Peter and eat your heart
out, David Attenborough!

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t
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Speakers’ Corner
Before The Taxman Cometh – Take Advice
inheritance tax at
lunch on Monday,
September 10.

M

eeting the taxman is seldom entertaining, often
enlightening. Robert
Hutchinson from The Billericay
Professionals Network, and a
SDUWQHULQWKHÀQDQFLDODGYLVRUV
St. James Place, broke the mould
when he spoke to us about

+HÀUVWUHJDOHG
us with famous
names whom
he described as
“Celebrities Who
Got It So Wrong.”
They relied on
goodwill or left no
Will at all.
Such names as: Heath Ledger,
Jade Goody, Gary Moore, Barry
White, Pablo Picasso, Stephen
Gately, Jill Dando (sadly murdered so young, all her estate
went to the Exchequer!), Paul
Walker, L’Wren Scott, Stig Lars-

son (author of Girl With The
Dragon’s Tattoo) and Philip Seymour Hoffman whose surviving
family had to pay £15m in tax.
“In 2013/14,26, 337 deaths were
not covered by inheritance tax
and their estates were charged
– a huge sum”, he said. “In 10
years, the percentage of estates
paying inheritance tax will have
gone from under 3% to 10%, a
PDMRUEHQHÀWWRWKH7HDVXU\µ
On a serious note, Robert added:
“Thinking ahead is vital. Especially if you are worth above £1m.
There are allowances. You can
give income away in trusts, gifts
and goodwill. The message is:
Think ahead and take advice.”

Changing Times And New Challenges
needed for long-term leadership
She added her own points:
“Be Inspired”  Help remove barriers, start  Rotarians’ work does not beQHZFOXEVDQGEHÁH[LEOHWRWKH
gin or end with any one of us
needs of new Rotarians.
 We must learn from past RoMessage To
tarians and build a solid foundaEmbracing
Change
tion for those who follow.
Rotarians
Lesley said: “Exciting times lie

I

nspiration was the keyword
when DG Lesley Sulley visited
us on September 22. Lesley
was accompanied by Tony Willson, President of her own club.
She built on RI President Barry
Rassin’s theme for this
Rotary year: “Be The Inspiration.” Every Rotarian:
 Should inspire their
club and its members
 Want to do more
 Want to change and to
reach their full potential
 Help colleagues to
move forward
 Help to ensure the
longevity of Rotary
 Should inspire members to acquire the skills

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

ahead as we embrace change. For
too long members have insisted
that those in management do not
listen to club Rotarians. Now
the club Rotarians are being challenged and asked to keep up.”

 We must serve effectively and
HIÀFLHQWO\NHHSLQJDFFRXQWDELOLW\
and transparency
 We must improve lives in as
many ways as possible.
She added: “President Barry asks
all clubs to be a true representation of their local
communities. You are in
a good position to build
from solid foundations.”

Vibrant Social Media
Embracing social media was vital to this, she
stressed. “Before I left
home today I looked at
your website and on your
Facebook page and, to be
honest, I found exactly
(continued on Page 12)
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t
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Members’ Musings
Welcome Albie
To The
Rotary Family

“Lucy went to
hospital soon
after 3.30pm
and Albie was
born at about
5.15pm.

ongratulations to Mike
and Liz Sinclair on their
family addition. Weighing
in at 8lbs exactly on August 11,
Albert Charles Hughes was born
to the doting grandparents at
North Middlesex Hospital.

Mum, Dad
and Albie
were all home
again by about
11.00pm on
the same
day! What a
shame the
paperwork
takes so long!

C

Mike says: “Many thanks for all of
the good wishes expressed by
club members to Liz and I. Albie
is our fourth grandchild (one
granddaughter and now three
grandsons) and is already making
his presence known to his parents, both day and night.

What a
Surprise!

“Lexie is taking her role
as “big sister”
very seriously
and spending a lot of time copy-

H

one was present in the dark hall,
DYLQJWDNHQDGLUHFWÁLJKW
from Perth to Heathso I called out “Hello, anybody
WKHUHµ7KHSDVVSRUWRIÀFHUV
row on the new Qantas
came rushing out. “You are early
Boeing Dreamliner service, I
and, not expected.”
ZDVVXUSULVHGWRÀQGWKDWZH
ZHUHWKHÀUVWÁLJKWWRDUULYHLQWR When I collected my luggage,
Heathrow at
which was
Pat and Carol Rothon
4.30 am and I
ready and
was also the
recently had a visit
waiting, I then
ÀUVWSDVVHQJHU
from son Mark,
had to wait
off the plane.
all the way from Australia. 30 minutes
:KDWGLG,ÀQG"
But not everything went for my car
Only that all
hire mini bus,
to plan
the light’s were
However this
- Mark takes up the story.
off along the
was a record
dark corridor’s
transit through
of the terminal. Although, they
Heathrow for me, and I arrived
did come on as I walked along
at Brook Lodge only to wake my
towards passport control,
parent’s up at 6.30am. However
This was another challenge as no

Rotary
Greetings
From Across
The Pond
Page 10

ing the baby maintenance routines on her own baby.”

M

ike Ginn writes:
On Saturday, September 9 two long-standing
members of our (Little Burstead)
church married. A joyous occasion and a packed church.
During the service a man in the

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
www twitter com/BillericyRotary

they did seem pleased to see me!
pew in front greeted me as a
fellow Rotarian having recognised my lapel badge. He said he
was from Colorado, USA. Sadly,
I didn’t get his name or club, but
it shows so clearly how worldwide is Rotary fellowship.

www
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
facebook com/BillericayRotary

www
www.billericayrotary.org
billericayrotary org

Our Lives and Challenges Outside Rotary
22/8 –
9pm call.
Collect
box platelets from
Basildon
and take
to Harlow
Hospital.

Running With
A Taste for
Blood

W

e do all have other
lives and interests
within or outside
Rotary. Stalwart member Ken
Smith, The Voice Of Them All at
our soapbox derby, member of
WKH0D\ÁRZHU0RUULV0HQDQG
serious “Bike Rider” is involved
in another special cause. He
reports:
I am sure that all of you in the
club know that I am a member
of “Essex Bloodrunners”, the pen
name of Essex Voluntary Blood
Service (EVBS). My report might
interest all our other readers.
We transport blood and blood
products within the NHS during
their “out of hours” times. This
can be blood, platelets, samples.
In addition, this year, we have
been offering the transportation
of baby milk from donor mums
in Essex to the Herts Milk Bank
in Welwyn Garden City.

feel of a, perhaps, typical month.
Although August is holiday time,
it can still be busy.You can see
from the dates that I was away
for a bit during the month.
7/8 – 7pm call. Collect a sample from Colchester Hospital and
take to Basildon Blood Bank.
7/8 – 11pm call. Collect 2 samples from Colchester Hospital
and take to Basildon Blood Bank.

Our duty times generally are,
7pm to 6am Monday to Thursday
and then 7pm
Friday until
6am Monday
plus public
holidays. Weekend duties run
from 7pm to
7am and then
7am to 7pm.
Milk runs tend
to be daytime
during the
week.

19/8 – 7pm duty. No calls tonight

Busy August
So, I thought
I’d give you a
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

25/8 –
10pm
call.
Collect
box blood
from Basildon Blood
Bank and
take to
Queens
Hospital,
Romford.
26/8 – 3.30am call. Collect
box blood and take to King
George’s Hospital, Ilford.
27/8 – 3.30pm call. Collect
two boxes (blood & platelets)
from Basildon Blood Bank for
Colchester Hospital.

Dry Duties
Average time away from home
on each call is around 2½ hours.
Queens is generally a couple of
hours and
Colchester,
three hours.
Fortunately,
they were all
dry duties in
August.
Ed’s Note:
More of these
personal or
involvement
thoughts
please. Makes
great newsletter copy and
interest.
Trevor Bond

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t
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District Governor’s Visit (continued)
(continued from Page 9)
ZKDW,H[SHFWHGWRÀQG%RWKDUH
up to date, vibrant and showed
your club as the active and fun
club I know it to be.
“I was delighted that I featured in
your tweets, on your Facebook
page and on your website – as
the District Governor, an Air
Ambulance volunteer, and for my
help at your Soapbox Derby.
“Having won Best District Club
website award in 2014/15 and
2015/16, Best District newsletter award for three consecutive

years from 2015, and then Best
Club Bulletin in RotaryGBI in
2017 and 18. My only comment
about your club and public image
is … Very Well Done!. These are
your shop window and I’m delighted they are so up to date, so
that potential members see what
you, as a club, can offer them.”

and amazing.” Then a challenge –
2Q2FWREHUÁRRGOLJKWDORFDO
landmark (a church?) in purple

Outstanding Donation

 Finally came a call to help offset pollution, environment, water
GHÀFLHQF\DQGFOLPDWHFKDQJH
1.7m child deaths every year due
to environmental pollution
 Four billion people have water
scarcity at least 1 month in 12.

She stressed the need to complete the End Polio initiative,
praising us for raising £279 per
person, the largest donation per
capita in District - “Outstanding

And she praised our $100 per
member donation to Rotary
Foundation each year, and our
recent fund raising event for Essex & Herts Air Ambulance Trust.

District Council Matters (continued)
(continued from Page 3)
been donated and clubs were
DVNHGWRHDFKWDNHDIHZÀOO
them, and return them at the
District Conference.
Air Ambulance: Clair Mitchell
and Ben Clarke (not our Ben):
Costs £500,000 per month Since
2016, Rotary groups have raised
over £39,000 for them. Ben, a
helicopter doctor explained that
the emphasis has moved now
IURPÁ\LQJWKHSDWLHQWWRWKH
hospital to taking the hospital
to the patient to give quicker
medical aid.
Music Man Project: David
Stanley: Quit head teacher post
to found a full-time weekly music
school for children and adults
with learning disabilities in 2001.
 They perform ‘real music’, fol-

lowing real parts, playing
the right notes in the
right order at the right
time like any orchestra.
 Following sell-out
concerts at the London
Palladium and tours of
South Africa and India, in
2019 they perform with
a full orchestra and choir at the
Royal Albert Hall, on the 50th
anniversary of man landing on
the moon.
Remap: Martin Lutton
Charity that brings together volunteer engineers and craftsmen
with disabled people who have
particular needs that are not met
by off-the-shelf solutions. Service
is free of charge to recipients,
though many make a donation or
help in practical ways by volunteering.
Brightlingsea Free
School in Ghana
Jemma Williams volunteered in 2009 as a teacher in a Ghanaian school,
She lived with a wealthy
family who had ‘adopted’
an orphan child, Mabel, to
do household chores in

Page 12
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www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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return for them paying for her
education. Mabel hardly went
to school with so much work.
Graduated as a teacher in 2012
Jemma funded Mabel’s education
and created the Porridge and
Pens charity. In 2014 worked
with a Ghanaian teacher to open
the Free School and since created three new iniitiatives providing for the needy.
DG Lesley closed the meeting,
thanking all the presenters and
those who
had helped
with the
admin.
The next
District
Council
meeting
will be at
Writtle College on January 9,
By Les Sheppard

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Billericay Art Trail

M

embers will recall that
we voted to support the
Billericay Art Trail this
year, and for many subsequent
years, by funding the provision
of new artist display boards for
use during the annual Art Trail in
Billericay. Our donation of just
under £400 procured the boards

which the Art Trail organizers
wanted, and these have already
been used by the Mill Meadows
Society a few weeks ago - so
good to see the community profiting in this way.
We were invited to this year’s
Art Trail launch party on Friday
September 7 at Billericay Library
to help celebrate the event, along
with other sponsors and supporters, to meet the artists and
www
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
twitter com/BillericyRotary

see the art on display. Packed
event and exciting display boards.

Drinks and light bites and the
opportunity to see
the library-based
art on display.

organizers and said how strongly
he supported innovations in the
arena of the Arts, which added
to the culture of the town, and
Town Council Leader Jim Devlin,
who praised the efforts of the
organizers, and particularly of all
the artists involved.
Jo closed the speeches by thanking the artists for their contributions, her committee for all the
work they did and made a point
of thanking the businesses who
will host the art works around
the town. She made a particular mention of all the sponsors
including the Rotary Club of Billericay (by name) without whose
contributions the event would
not take place.
(continued on Page 14)

Town Culture
Organizer Jo Adshead introduced
Basildon Council
Mayor David Dadd.
He praised the
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Billericay Art Trail (continued)

(continued from Page 13)
The art is very impressive, and
is a tribute to the quality of the

artists living in our town. Especially noteworthy was a particularly “Fragile” mobile installation
of a cyclist (see photo).
The library isn’t the only location where art was on display. It

could be found in a major exhibition in St Mary Magdalen church,
also in the High Street, and a
total of 30 businesses and other
locations throughout the town.
By Peter Greene

B i l l e r i c a y F u n Wa l k ( c o n t i n u e d )
(continued from Page 7)
charitable initiative from John
Barron with such generous
support from the local business
sponsors all linked to a beautiful,
healthy and fun walk.

My Thanks To A Great
Team Effort
John Barron, in a press release,
highlighted the event with the
following bullet points:
 Around 2,000 walkers and
stallholders raised money for
numerous charities and good
causes.
 “Because we know already
the amount donated into this
year’s bonus pot, this walk will
bring the total monies since
its inception in 2002 to over
£1,000,000”
 Exact total raised by the
charities to be made known
at the presentation evening on
November 23 at Anisha Grange,
Hallmark Care Homes, Billericay
Page 14

when bonus pot cheques will
be awarded to each charity and
good cause taking part. Bonus
pot sponsors and press to be
invited.
 “We had a massive BBQ
courtesy of Team Handsome,
music thanks to Gateway97.8,
refreshment tents and Town
Crier, Jim Shrubb led the walk off
and paid thanks.
 Medals were awarded at the
ÀQLVK
He added: “This has been a
tremendous effort by all the
volunteers and those concerned
in helping people and animals
less fortunate than ourselves.
This includes marshals and the
Barleylands team, army cadets
for parking duties, my own family,
and of course, the committee.
 Bonus pot sponsors were:
Swan Housing, c2c, Abellio
Greater Anglia, Tunnelcraft Ltd,
Brown & Carroll, Hallmark Care

www twitter com/BillericyRotary
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Homes, Leonardo, McDonald’s,
RSE Building Services and others.
 ´0\ÀQDOWKDQNVWR+DOOPDUN
Care Homes for sponsoring the
medals, Abi’s Catering Supplies
Ltd, Gateway 97.8 and Essex
Ambulance Service. A great team
effort.”
By Roger Kettle
PS: Club treasurer, Mike Ginn
reports:
“Many members have got their
pledge forms and payments
back to me. Total paid is £1425
and has already been banked. If
president Les is successful in our
gift aid application, 25% of what
is pledged will be reclaimed as
gift aid.
“Regardless of gift aid, the walk
organisation has got a huge sum
to add on to whatever is pledged
in proportion to the amounts
SOHGJHG7KLVLVDPRVWHIÀFLHQW
form of giving. Thank you for
supporting it.”
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Twinning Visit To Ovada, Italy – October 11-14

I

t’s the time of our Double
Tri-angular reunion of our
six Rotary clubs in the U.K.,
France, Sweden and Italy:
Billericay, Basildon, Karlshamn,
Beausoleil, Alba and hosts, Ovada
Participants from our Club
Members are: Malcolm & Sue
Acors; Patrick & Carol Rothon;
Les & Val Sheppard, Roger &
Sarah Kettle; Keith & Gillian
Wood; Mike & Liz Sinclair.
Participants from Basildon
Club are: Michael & Carol
Barrett; Graham & Ragnhild
Barrett; Janet & Melanie Mudd;
Peter & Lesley Townsend; Dawn
& Jessica Seeley.

Programme for the Visit
 Sightseeing:
Friday, Oct 12 – Genoa
 Saturday, Oct 13 – Genoa
environs - including Santa
Croce and Bosco Marengo.
 Sunday Oct. 14
- Business Meeting
and Return

following the
fateful bridge
disaster which
cost so many
lives in Genoa.
See the memorial T-shirt
(below).
President Les
will include this
in the traditional visiting President’s speech at
the Gala Evening.

Plus usual events,
lunches, gala dinners,
RIÀFLDO5RWDU\EXVLness ..

Genoa Bridge
Disaster
Tribute will be paid

A full report from club members
will appear in our October and
November issues.

Flights Of Mercy (continued)
(continued from Page 5)

Looking Inside

Then came the thrill of the visit
– meeting pilot Dave and paramedic Jay after their helicopter
returned from a mission - “you
must not ask where” stressed
Lesley. But, of course, one member could not resist, only to be
VKRWGRZQLIQRWLQÁDPHVZHOO
verbally!
Outside to the helicopter with
Dave and Jay, who explained
their duties, their timetable and
their most poignant moments.
Those of us able enough to
haul themselves in grabbed the
chance to see the interior of the
chopper.... so much medical kit
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
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packed into so little space – yet
an eye-opener as to just how
they were able to perform as
DPHGLFDOWHDPRQDÁLJKW7KH
group photograph followed but
nobody shouted “Scramble.” On
D::DLUÀHOGWRR6KDPH

Mary’s Tale
Back inside for two videos: one
of helicopters used at both Essex
bases, and a dramatic showing of
how a very young girl, we shall
call Mary, who suffered incredible
injuries in a car crash and was
not expected to survive. She did,
WKDQNVÀUVWWRTXLFNUHVSRQVH
from the air ambulance, then to
the expert work of the surgeons
who had to perform multiple
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

operations. We saw her now –
bright, beautiful and we were
told by Lesley: “She is all but
back to normal but she did suffer
damage to her brain and it will
take until she is a teenager to
establish whether that is on-going or clear.”
A happy ending for Mary; an enlightening visit for us followed by
an excellent lunch at the Rainbow and Dove at Hastingwood.
Thank you Peter Greene on behalf of Roger and Sarah, Patrick
and Carol, Les and Val, Trevor and
Jan, Mike and Liz and Ben Clarke
for organising the day. Sorry
Angela and Wendy, Malcolm and
Sue, who had to miss the trip.
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
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O t h e r C l u b s A r e B u s y To o
Rotary Club of
Ingatestone
Fri 19th October at 19.30
- The Mariner by Patrick
Whymark
The Mariner Common Ground
Theatre
Company
and
Rotarians
of Kelvedon
Hatch
present a
professional
production
at the Zinc
Arts Theatre - Chipping Ongar.
CM5 0AD

Rotary Club of
Chelmsford Phoenix
Sat 15th December 2018
at 10.00 14.00 Carol
Singing
in High
Chelmer
Raising money
for our Rotary

charities with a Christmas
Celebration
Sat 27th October at 18.30 22.30 Quiz
Night at
Writtle
Quiz Night at
Writtle Sports
and Social Club

19th Oct. Sponsored Charity Bloodwise.
Fri 23rd Nov. - Rotary Christmas Quiz

District 1240 Diary

Rotary Club of
Chelmsford Mildmay

Tue 23rd October at 13.00 14.15 World’s Greatest Meal
A frugal lunch
to support
World Polio
Day on 24
October

Rotary
Club of Brentwood - The
Great Brentwood Quizes
Courage Hall, Brentwood
School, All start at 7.30 p.m.
Tickets: £8.00
- includes
jacket potato
supper. Free
Parking.

District Conference
Friday October 5 2018 at
the Grand Harbour Hotel
Southampton. Great Speakers.
Great Venue.

District Seasonal
Concert
Mon 17th December 2018 at
19.15 - 22.30 at Chelmsford
Cathedral
All proceeds will be shared
equally between Essex & Herts
Air Ambulance Trust and Hearing
Dogs for Deaf People.

Rotary
R
otar y C
Club
lub o
off B
Billericay
illericay – F
Future
uture
Club Meetings and Events
Location - Reids Billericay
We meet on
Mondays at
12.45 for
13.00
If
WKHUHLVDÀIWK
Monday in the
month, please
check the website for information.

Reids, 66-68 Laindon Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LD Tel: +44 1277 632378
October 1
PDG Grahame Rudkins - Paul Harris
October 8
Rtn. Ken Smith - A Bank Robbery
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October
O tobe
Oc
tobe
to
er 8 (18.30-20.30)
(118 30-2
30-20
30
-220 30
30))
Joint Services Meeting & Club Council
October 15
Business Meeting
October 22
Alan Ormston - The Avro Vulcan
October 29
No meeting following Charter Lunch
celebration

Dates for your diary:
October 5-7
District Conference
October 11-14
Double Triangular visit to Ovada
October 27
Charter Lunch - Magic Mushroom
December 2
Christmas Market
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Birthday Congratulations - We wish a Happy Birthday to Ed Harrison (Oct. 14), Ken Smith
(20th.), Malcolm Acors (28th) and Roger Kettle (31st.).

