Rotary Club of Billericay

News

February 2019

“Service Above Self ”

February 2019

Our Ben – 90 Not Out!
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President’s Message
The Best-Laid Plans ....

e kicked off February
with a wonderful
surprise, featured on
the front cover of this issue. Well,
actually it was only a surprise to
one person, our founder member,Vice-President Ben Clarke.
The rest of us knew that Angela
had planned a special gathering after our normal lunchtime
meeting to mark Ben’s 90th
birthday. The additional guests
were scheduled to arrive at our
QRUPDOÀQLVKWLPHRIDERXW
which ordinarily would have
EHHQÀQH-XVWDELWRIFDUHIXO
time management needed to
ensure the speaker would be
ÀQLVKHGLQJRRGWLPH
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the test pilots who worked on
them. These men really knew the
meaning of winging it!

Winging it - twice
Mid-month we had a fascinating ‘winging it’ talk by Norman
Wilson, on the history of the
design and development of some
RIWKH¶Á\LQJZLQJ·SODQHVWKDW
were prototyped either side of
World War Two and some of
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You can read reports of both
WKHVHWDONVLQRXU6SHDNHUV·&RUner on Pages 6-9.

Soapbox Planning
While we’re on the subject of
planning, preparations for the
6RDSER['HUE\DUHVWDUWLQJWR
pick up pace.

However our speaker had been
overtaken by events and threw
us a curve-ball by announcing
that he needed to speak while
we were eating as he had to be
EDFNDWZRUNIRU6RVXGdenly I had a gaping hole in the
schedule and needed to slow
things down for the rest of
lunchtime.
Fortunately the conversation was
ÁRZLQJZHOODWHDFKWDEOHVRZH
were able to delay the resumption of the meeting until after
everyone had been served coffee
at about ten past one. Thus we
DUULYHGDWRXUÀQDOWRDVWDW
and, much to Ben’s surprise, the
doors opened to Angela and her
additional guests as scheduled.
6HHWKHIXOOUHSRUWRQSDJHV

notice would think that hours of
preparation had gone into the
talk. A tribute to its quality was
that several people were asking
Carol and Mike afterwards if they
would be prepared to repeat
their talk at other clubs.

Peter has come up with a couple of innovations this year to
encourage advance ticket sales.
7KHÀUVWLVDPDLOVKRWRXWWR
people who have bought tickets
online in the past, pointing out
the savings they can make by
ordering their tickets now before
the price increases in a couple of
weeks’ time.
Then the following week we had
another example of winging it.
We had a full house of guests
lined up to hear Malcolm’s sonin-law Mark Discombe speak
about the Battle of Britain
Memorial Flight but at the last
minute Mark went down with a
really nasty bug. With just a few
hours’ notice, Malcolm asked two
of his guests, Carol Cooper and
0LNH5RZODQGRI$QGUHZVÀHOG
Aviation, if they could give a talk
RQWKHKLVWRU\RIWKHLUDLUÀHOG
Anyone unaware of the short

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

The second is the ‘raise funds for
your school’ promotion that we
did for Quilters and Buttsbury
schools etc last year, extending
it to other nearby schools.
Participating schools will be
given a special web link unique
to that school and the school
will receive 10% of all ticket sales
made via that link.
Keith is coordinating this
initiative and he needs volunteers
urgently to identify and contact
the schools and explain the
process.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

www.billericayrotary.org
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Batting On – A Very Special Innings

citing a potential Rotary Club of
Billericay cricket team based on
surnames of famous cricketers.

A Personal
perspective by
Trevor Bond

Names like Wood, Bishop, Cox,
*UHHQ H &XUWLV6PLWK6LQFODLU
Wilson – even Bond. Of course,
and Clarke (with an “e”). Not
West Indian “Nobby” or Aussie
Michael – Our Ben.

oon after I joined our Club,
as a cricket nut and a cheeky
blighter, I circulated a spoof email
to all then existing members

6

donkeys’ years and immediately
made me feel “at home” and
who, proudly, will again wear the

president’s chain in 2019-2020

Century Awaits
Yes, Our Ben. I listed him to
open the batting and offer a little
bit of presidential spin. That was
over ten years ago. He is still
batting – 90 not out and still
spinning a tale or two from a
lifetime in Billericay as a student
DW6W-RKQ·VVFKRROZDUWLPH
PHPRULHVWKH+LJK6WUHHW
butchers he ran with his brother
and much, much more.

Founder member; twice past
president (second time in my
year of joining who greeted
me as if he had known me for
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

www.billericayrotary.org
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t
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A Very Special Innings (continued)
and present
Rotarians, Inner
Wheel ladies
and family and
friends went
out before
Christmas,
cleverly
disguised. Break
of faith and
be shamed if
anyone revealed
anything. No-one
did.

No Clue
(continued from Page 3)
Ben was far too modest to
want to enrich more of his life
in Rotary and the community.
“Mustn’t over-egg the occasion,”
he said. If you say so Ben.
Ninety years. A century awaits.
And, if Angela agrees, you will still
be bowling maidens over!
6RKRZDSSURSULDWHGHOLJKWIXO
and totally secret to Ben, his
beloved Angela should organise
a party when we all gathered at
Reids after normal Rotary lunch
RQ0RQGD\)HEUXDU\WRVD\
Happy Big 90 Birthday to Ben.
The “secret” messages from
Angela to club members, past

Having thought
celebrations
were over with a 90-candle cake
and an intimate party at home
WKUHHGD\VEHIRUH%HQVDLG´,
am gobsmacked”. Not words
you might normally hear from
Our Ben but bang on.
“ I did not have a clue that this
was going to happen. I cannot
believe that you are all here just
for me. I thank you all for your
cards, your kindness and your
good wishes.”
Free bar, teas and coffees then
the iced cakes – plural! One fruit,
one sponge - both delicious and
absorbed with instant delight and
VWLFN\ÀQJHUV$QGDKXJHSLQ
leaving no-one in any doubt as to
the reason
why we were
celebrating a
memorable
occasion.

his birthday,” laughed Angela. “It’s
a wonderful turn-out and I know
Ben appreciates it all.”
+HKDGWKHODVWZRUG´2QP\
actual birthday, my daughter
EURXJKWPHGRZQWRHDUWK6KH
told me. “You might be ninety,
dad, but you can still bring me a
cup of tea in bed tomorrow!”
/LNHWKHVRQJVD\V:KDWDVZHOO
party this was!

“I tried
for ninety
candles,
but they
ZRXOGQ·WÀW
on this cake,
so I had to
do a larger
one on the
actual day of
Page 4
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Progress on all fronts

s of today, February 28
ZHKDYHVRDSER[HQtries, and have sold well
over £1000 of spectator tickets.
According to our treasurer, from
-XO\VWXQWLOWKLVZHHNHQGZH
KDGVROG ZRUWKRIVSHFWDWRUWLFNHWV6LQFHWKHQLQWKH
QH[WWKUHHGD\V 6XQGD\0RQGD\
DQG7XHVGD\)HEUXDU\ZH
have sold another £1000 worth
of tickets.

$VXGGHQÁXUU\RI
interest?
With the support of RedBox, our
WLFNHWLQJFRPSDQ\ZHLGHQWLÀHG
everybody who bought tickets in
the last two years, and emailed
them to remind them that our
super saver period ends on Monday, after which ticket prices will
increase by a third or more. The
mailing process links to Facebook, and our Facebook Account
links to Twitter, so this generated
a lot of good “chatter”.

made via that link. Keith Wood
is coordinating this initiative and needs volunteers
now to identify and contact
the schools and explain the
process.

QLQJD´:HVW(QG6SHFWDFXODUµ
on the theme of the “Lion King”,
with performers parading and
dancing through the crowd, many
in animal costumes, singing the
songs from the show.

Spectacular Shows

7KHVHFRQG6SHFWDFXODUZLOO
feature pirates and princesses
parading down the track, singing,
dancing, and engaging with the
crowds of spectators. And, stop
press, we hear that there could
well be an additional performance based on that fantastic
show, “Les Miserables”. Watch
this space.

As usual, spectators will thrill to
the wacky soapboxes, the team
performances, and cheer as they
take-off over the jumps. There
will be a children’s playground,
bouncy castles, and other attractions to keep everybody entertained.
But that’s not all, folks! Thanks
to Malcolm Acors, this year we
have an Extravaganza from the
Helen Arber local Performing
$UWV6FKRRO +$3$ RIIHULQJVSHcial shows during the lunch time
break to entertain and enchant
everybody there. They are plan-

Media Support
We continue to have very good
support from the Gazette and
Essex Chronicle with fortnightly
IHDWXUHVRIWKH6RDSER['HUE\
LQWKH&RPPXQLW\1HZV 6HH
below for this week’s content).

In the same two day time period
WKHSRVWUHDFKHGQHDUO\
SHRSOHSURPSWHGDFWLRQE\
of them and was shared with
WKHVHSHRSOH·VIROORZHUV
times.

Innovate or Die
3UHSDUDWLRQVIRUWKH6RDSER[
Derby are starting to pick up
pace. Apart from the mailshot
innovation, we will be introducing a new “Raise funds for your
school” promotion, a revision
to what we did for Quilters and
Buttsbury schools last year. We
want to extend this to all the
schools in the nearby towns.
Participating schools will be
given a special web link unique
to that school and the school
will receive 10% of all ticket sales
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

www.billericayrotary.org
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Speakers’ Aviation Corner
Flying Wings - Jet Or Glider By Any Other Name
WHVWSLORWVZHUHLQYROYHG6RPH
survived, some did not.
 Geoffrey De Havilland (junLRU .LOOHGLQ0D\ZKHQKH
tried to beat the world speed
record in the D.H. 108 which
broke up on a practice run. No
ejection seat. Previously taken
VDIHO\WRPSKDWDOWLWXGH

F

lying on a jet plane, sang
Peter, Paul and Mary in
WKH6L[WLHV%XWZKHQLVD
jet plane not a jet plane? Our
Norman Wilson never fails to
reveal extraordinary aspects of
aviation history as he gave us another fascinating talk over lunch
on February 11 when he posed
DQRWKHUTXHVWLRQ
What is a Flying Wing and why is
it the holy grail of aerodynamics?
“It is”, he said, ”a tailless aircraft
based on the fact that, if you
remove the fuselage, you can
save weight and reduce drag.”
6LPSOHV´8QIRUWXQDWHO\µKH
continued, “you also remove
YLWDOFRQWUROVÀQDQGUXGGHU
for direction, and tail plane and
elevator.”
6RZK\FRQVWUXFWWKHP"
1RUPDQ´'XULQJWKHVHFRQG
world war they were being
evaluated as potential bombers

Page 6

or passenger carriers. Two
British companies, Armstrong
Whitworth and De Havilland
were developing them already.”

Personal Cost
That development was to cost
some brave lives. Many intrepid

 -RKQ'HUU\WRRNUHSODFHPHQW
with streamlined canopy and
ejection seat through Mach 1 in
DGLYHIURPIHHWPDNLQJLW
WKHÀUVW%ULWLVKDLUFUDIWWREUHDN
WKHVRXQGEDUULHU6XUYLYHGGHspite being unconscious throughout the supersonic part.
 Two other test pilots killed
through structure failure or
stalling.
(continued on next page)

)DFWER[IRUDOODYLDWLRQEXIIV

 The DH108 started out as a modest adaptation of the Vampire
WZRZHUHEXLOW2QHZLWKDGHJUHHVZHSWZLQJIRUORZVSHHG
WHVWLQJWKHRWKHUZLWKGHJUHHVZHHSIRUKLJKVSHHGWUDQVRQLF
testing. Replacement built with streamlined canopy and ejection seat.
 Comet passenger aircraft was originally planned to be tailless,
retained a swept wing
 6LQFHHQGRI::WKHPRVWIDPRXV%ULWLVK)O\LQJ:LQJVKDYH
EHHQWKH:HVWODQG+LOO3WHURGDFW\OVHULHVEXLOWLQ·VDQG·VDQG
the Armstrong Whitworth AW52 family, the latter comprising a scale
model glider called the AW52G and two full scale research aircraft.
 *OLGHU·VPDLGHQÁLJKWZDVLQ0D\,WZDVÁRZQE\WHVWSLORW
&KDUOHV7XUQHU+XJKHVLQWRZHGE\D:KLWOH\ERPEHU
 Most of the AW52G glider tests undertaken by Eric Franklin and
Frederick “Midge” Midgely. Plan to release the glider from 16,000 feet
at a speed of between 60-290 mph and reach 20,000 feet with maxiPXPPLQXWHVÁ\LQJ
 /DWHUPRGHOVGHVLJQHGZLWKEURDGFKRUGORZGUDJODPLQDUÁRZ
wings – no ejection seat for the observer.
 Fuselage made as small as possible, engines buried inside the wings,
ÀQVDQGUXGGHUVDWWKHZLQJWLSVDQGVL]HGWRHQVXUHVWDELOLW\LQ
QRUPDOÁLJKWDQGFRQWUROLIDQHQJLQHZDVORVW$V\VWHPWKDWZRUNHG
ZHOOEXWÁLJKWWHVWVUHYHDOHGDLUFUDIWRVFLOODWHGVHYHUHO\GXHWRZLQJ
ÁH[LQJ6WUHQJWKHQLQJPRGLÀFDWLRQVGLGQRWKHDOWKHSUREOHP
 $IWHUFUDVKRIÀUVW$:WKHVHFRQGZDVWUDQVIHUUHGWRWKH)DUQborough Research and Test Centre for training of test pilots.

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

www.billericayrotary.org

Speakers’ Aviation Corner
Flying Wings (continued)

(continued from page 6)

 Testing the Armstrong
:KLWZRUWK$:RQ0D\
´-Rµ/DQFDVWHURQUHDFKLQJ
about 5000 feet, lost control
during descent in turbulence
which started a fore and aft
oscillation. He ejected, landed
VDIHO\DQGEHFDPHWKHÀUVWPDQ
to use the seat in an emergency.
“A miracle”, said Norman.

As painful as the fate of the
AW52, the second prototype
of which ended up as a gunnery
target for the Army and not
preserved in a museum. “No

doubt because of its size, “said
1RUPDQZKRVXPPHGXS´3HRSOHZKRVDZWKHPÁ\LQJVD\WKH\
were the quietest jets they ever
heard.”

&XW2II'DQJHU
+HDGGHG´7KHSURFHGXUHWR
eject was for the pilot to operate
a small lever near his right knee
which removed the canopy; then
pull the ejection handle over his
head, moving the control column
forward to avoid cutting his legs
off as the seat ejected.”

T

In a Little Corner in Essex
Flying Instructor respectively
IURP$QGUHZVÀHOG$YLDWLRQ
Ltd. They were standing in at
the last minute when engaged
speaker Mark ‘Disco’ Discombe
AFC, RAF commander of the
BBMF, and representative of
The Few (Battle of Britain) had
to pull out. (Mark will be back
to talk to us later in the year.)

he bombing of Pearl Harbour marked the entry
RIWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVLQWR
World War 11 and drew her
LQWRWKH(XURSHDQFRQÁLFW5HDsonably well-known fact.
What is less well-known was
explained to us at a special
invitation lunch on February 18.
How a relatively small, unused
DLUÀHOGDW*UHDW6DOLQJ(VVH[
became one of the most important aerodromes in the war. This
was Andrews Field..

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

We were given chapter and
verse on how it happened by
Mike Rowland and Carol CoopHU$LUÀHOG0DQDJHUDQG&LYLO

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

Air Power
$V0LNH5RZODQGH[SODLQHG
“With most of continental
(continued on Page 8)
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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Speakers’ Aviation Corner
In A Little Corner in Essex (continued)
0LNHDGGHG´,W
became one
of the biggest
operational
86DLUÀHOGVLQ
England. More
than 150 Polish
DLUPHQDOVRÁHZ
Mustangs from
Andrews Field
in support of
the bombing
and parachute
raids.”
(continued from Page 7)
Europe under German
occupation, only obvious way to
take the war to the enemy was
by air power.” Which is where
Andrews Field came in.
´7RDFFRPPRGDWHWKHLQÁX[
of American aircraft, there had
to be major alterations to the
DOUHDG\IUDQWLFDLUÀHOGH[SDQVLRQ
FRQVWUXFWLRQLQWKH8.µ

Mike spelled out much more
DERXWKRZWKHDLUÀHOGSOD\HGLWV
part in WWII – then came to
the most intriguing point. Why
Andrews Field.?

Pioneer Exponent
+HUHYHDOHG´86$UP\&RUSV
DLUÀHOGVZLWKLQWKH86ZHUH
usually named after people with
DYLDWLRQFRQQHFWLRQVHJ:ULJKW
Field, after the Wright brothers, and later absorbed into
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base.
Lt Frank Patterson was killed
during machine gun tests in 1918.
Page 8
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´2QH2I
2XU$LUFUDIWµ
7ZRQG0DUDXGHUVKDGFODLP
WRIDPH´0LOGDQG%LWWHUµZDV
WKHÀUVW$OOLHGERPEHUWRFRPplete 100 missions and “Flak
Bait” eventually achieved an
incredible 202 missions. It was
called “Flak Bait” in recognition
RIWKHÀUVWSODQHWREHERPEHG
at Pearl Harbour.
“One day
after the
DLUÀHOGEHFDPH
operational, it
got its name
when Lt
General Frank
M. Andrews, a
pioneer exponent of air power
and destined to become a
high-ranking second world war
ÀJXUHDQGSRWHQWLDOVXFFHVVRU
to General Eisenhower, was
NLOOHGZKHQD%
Liberator from
Bovingdon to the
86FUDVKHGLQEDG
weather in Iceland.
6R)UDQN$QGUHZV
became honoured
in a little corner of
England.”

6RKRZGLGLWZRUN"
 0LG86$UP\$YLDWLRQ
Engineer battalions moved in
WREXLOGDLUÀHOGVDVSDUWRID
programme codenamed “Bolero”- all for “war distribution
only” and built to Class A bombHUDLUÀHOGVWDQGDUG(LJKWVLWHV
were in Essex.
 9LOODJHRI*UHDW6DOLQJSRSXODWLRQLQ-XO\QXPEHU
of the 819th Aviation Engineer
%DWWDOLRQ$PHULFDQV
 Tiny then, A120 lane reconstructed to allow heavy vehicles
 0RUHWKDQDFUHVRIPDWXUH
oak trees felled; Muchmores
Farm demolished
 KRXUVDGD\ZRUNKRXU
shifts
 0DUFKWKMRLQHGE\
WKIURPDQDLUÀHOGDW*RVÀHOG²*UHDW6DOLQJGHFUHHGWR
EHÀUVWDHURGURPHFRPSOHWHG
by the Yanks in England and
RSHQHGRIÀFLDOO\RQ$SULO
a volume of operational aircraft
based there during WW11...Mustangs, used to escort the RAF’s
daylight bombers, Lancasters
and Halifaxes, and the American
low-level bombers, Marauders,
HYHQWKHPRUHPXQGDQH$LU6HD
5HVFXH:DOUXVHVRI6TXDGron. The Marauders, nicknamed
“Nye’s Annihilators” after the
new CO, Lt Col Glen C. Nye,
(continued on Page 9)

7KHDLUÀHOGVDZ

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

www.billericayrotary.org
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Speakers’ Aviation Corner
In A Little Corner in Essex (continued)
We phoned
them and said ‘
We think you
KDYHRQHRIRXU
DLUFUDIW·

(continued from Page 8)
PDGHXSRIIRXU6TXDGURQV
arrived to take the American
personnel total at the time to
over 2600 men – outnumbering
the “locals” 10-1!
Mike revealed how he and Carol
met up with “Flak-Bait” in Washington DC. “We heard they
were rebuilding the B26 of that

An invitation
followed and
ZHÁHZRXWWR
Dulles Airport
last October
where we were
greeted warmly,
given a wonderful tour and marvelled at the way
the “wreckage” was being reassembled – quite amazing.”
Following Mike, Carol explained
that aircraft returned to AnGUHZVÀHOGLQZKHQ&OLYH
Harvey and Robert Bucknell set
RXWDIRRWJUDVVVWULSDORQJ
part of the original main runway.
´$VÁ\LQJLQWHUHVW
increased,” she
VDLG´WKH$QGUHZVÀHOG)O\LQJ
Club clubhouse
DQGÁ\LQJFRQWURO
were constructed in 1975 and
licensed by the
CAA in ‘76.”

QDPHDQGLWZDVLQWKH6PLWKVRnian Museum.

www
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
twitter com/BillericyRotary

The Rebel Air
Museum was housed in a blister
hanger near the clubhouse until
moved to Earls Colne several

www
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
facebook com/BillericayRotary

years ago. “Other than two T2
KDQJHUVWKHÀULQJLQEXWWVDQG
a few Nissen huts, little remains.
There are two memorials, one in
the village commemorating the
819th Aviation Engineer Battalion
ZKREXLOWWKHDLUÀHOGWKHRWKHU
along the lane from the A120 to
*UHDW6DOLQJLQPHPRU\RIWKH
QG%RPE*URXS 0 

Taught The Acors Family
Carol was inspired by her uncle’s
outstanding service as a pilot in
WKH51$6LQ::´,JDLQHGP\
33/OLFHQFHLQDQGODWHUD
commercial licence. I’m often
asked why I didn’t become a civil
airline pilot. Nothing to do with
PRQH\MXVWQRWP\OLIHVW\OH6R
I chose to become a full-time inVWUXFWRUDQGQRZZLWK\HDUV
DW$QGUHZVÀHOG,WUDLQDQGWHVW
Instructors.”
“I miss teaching beginners but it
is all highly rewarding,” and she
UHYHDOHG´,DPGHOLJKWHGWRVD\,
taught three generations of the
Acors family.”

www
www.billericayrotary.org
billericayrotary org
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Speakers’ Corner
D For Dementia And D For Disease

C

arl Roberts of Dementia
Friends spelt it out loud
and clear at our lunch
RQ)HEUXDU\´'HPHQWLDLVQRW
a natural part of ageing. It is a
condition caused by disease of
the brain.”


5HODWLRQVKLSVVWUXJJOLQJ
to remember names

through associating with
young children and animals

Understanding and Action

“If you suspect you have the
dementia disease, contact your
GP for memory and blood tests,
even brain scans. Dementia is
just an umbrella that can cover
all changes of conditions like
Alzheimer’s it can be more of
a curse than a disease. Involve
families, friends and lovers – they
can all be a support and help
determine whether or not it is
dementia.”

$V&DUOH[SODLQHG´'HPHQWLDLV
not just about losing your memory. It is possible to live with dementia. There’s more to a person
than the dementia.”
Which is where Dementia
Friends come in.
“It is about turning understandLQJLQWRDFWLRQ

Take that! Loss of memory?
Not thinking straight or communicating? And cannot do those
everyday tasks which once came
naturally....

3XWWLQJWKHNHWWOHRQWR
make a cup of tea – remembering it’s an electric kettle Yes or
No?

%RRNVRQDERRNVKHOI
– you knew where all of them
were 20 years ago – now?
Page 10

 Getting in touch and staying
in touch with someone you
know living with dementia
 Volunteer for an organisation
that helps people with dementia
 Campaign for change by
VLJQLQJXSWR$O]KHLPHU·V6Rciety’s campaigns to improve
their lives
 Wear “my
badge”
and tell
ÀYHSHRSOH
about the
Dementia
Friends
initiative
 Carry out
personal action

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

Carl’s commitments allowed
KLPWRVSHDNRQO\EULHÁ\ZKLOH
we were savouring an excellent
meal. Mouth-watering? Hardly,
but after that, much subject for
discussion and questions.
Thank you, Carl.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

www.billericayrotary.org

Pa u l H a rri s Fe l l ow s L u n c h

International Day Celebrated at Chelmsford

T

o celebrate the birthday of
Rotary International (RoWDU\'D\ZDV)HEUXDU\ 
this lunch was held at Channels
Estate, Chelmsford the next day.
SHRSOHDWWHQGHGDQGRXU
contingent comprised VP Ben
and Angela Clarke, IPP Peter and
:HQG\*UHHQH0DOFROPDQG6XH
$FRUV%HUW)UHQFK3HWHU6WURQJ
Norman Wilson and Brenda,
'DSKQH$OOHQ/LOLDQ*UHHQÀHOG
Margaret and me.
After the lunch IPDG Nick
6LOOLWRHSUHVHQWHGEDQQHUVWR
the three clubs (Harlow Tye,
Braintree & Bocking, Kelvedon &
District) which had achieved the
highest per capita contributions
WR)RXQGDWLRQDQG&HUWLÀFDWHV
of Appreciation to various clubs

including our own (for the
second year running) for
WKHLUÀQDQFLDOVXSSRUWRIWKH
(QG3ROLR1RZ&RXQWGRZQ
to History Campaign. VP
%HQUHFHLYHGRXU&HUWLÀFDWH
of Appreciation and IPP Peter took numerous photos
at the event.

Mud Hut
RIBI President Debbie
Hodge stressed the need
for Rotary to change, and
her husband Mike, Assistant
Regional Rotary Foundation
Coordinator, gave an interesting talk on the history of
the Paul Harris Fellowship.
Mitch Paquette from Wisconsin,
who is studying Human Rights
/DZDW(VVH[8QLYHUVLW\JDYHDQ
interesting talk on his
experiences as a Global
*UDQW6FKRODUVSRQVRUHG
by Colchester Club.
The keynote speaker was
$QQH:DUIXOD6WULNHZKR
started life in a mud hut
in Kenya and, although she
is wheelchair-bound, has
achieved great success as
a paralympian, author and
polio survivor. Her talk

www
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
twitter com/BillericyRotary

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
www facebook com/BillericayRotary

was the high-spot of the day, full
of pathos and humour.
Asked “why are you in a wheel
FKDLU"µ$QQH·VDQVZHU´7R
DYRLGWKHSDUNLQJÀQHVµ
Anne is married with a son and
is an ambassador for End Polio
Now; she would be happy to visit
clubs and is well worth it.
'*/HVOH\6XOOH\WKDQNHGDOOWKH
speakers for their contributions,
DQG6KHLOD.HOOHUIURP&KHOPVford Phoenix Club who had
organised the lunch. The Rotary
Toast was proposed by PDG Ken
Buck.
By Ed Harrison
www.billericayrotary.org
www
billericayrotary org
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Members’ Musings
Anchors Away - From Tokyo To Danbury

O

Q)HEUXDU\ZH
ÁHZDORDGRI)RUFHV·
mail from Hong Kong to
Hirowan to deliver to the British
forces, who were by then occuS\LQJ-DSDQ
We were billeted on a troopVKLS+067\QHDQGWUHDWHG
very well. They had not had mail
from home for some time. I was
to share a cabin with a naval

RIÀFHU²WRWDOly unprepared
since I was in
khaki tropical
uniform, having
left Hong Kong
ôKRXUVÁ\LQJ
time south)
without realising how cold
-DSDQZDV$OVR
I was improperly
GUHVVHGIRUWKHRIÀFHUV·PHVV

*LYHQFXIIOLQNV

My naval host was instructed to
ORDQPHDQDYDORIÀFHU·VXQLIRUP
6XGGHQO\,ZDVLQWKH5R\DO
1DY\6DLOHGRQWR<RNRKDPD
and Tokyo next day and back to
Hirowan on February 5. Two
days later back in Hong Kong.
Before leaving my host gave me

Reminiscences by
Norman Wilson
a pair of very nice cuff-links, each
engraved with an anchor.
I had not seen them since, until I
found them at the end of November last year – 72 years
on. By coincidence, The Anchor
pub in Danbury has been my
“regular” over many years and,
lately, every week, so I thought
it appropriate to present them
to the publican. He was delighted and planned to put them on
show. Now I have learned that
he is wearing them!
But I cannot believe that is why
I get wonderful friendly service
and a favourite dining table. Or,
perhaps.......

Something to Brighten Your Day

(YHU\\HDU$GDDWUXH6FRWV
ODVVLHZRXOGDUJXHEDFN

´,W·VÀIW\SRRQGVODGGLH:HFDQ·W
afford it.”
This year the helicopter pilot
KHDUGWKHPGLVFXVVLQJLWDQGVDLG
“Look, if you promise not to
talk about it, I’ll give you a free
ÁLJKWµ

They took off and landed safely.
The pilot turned to Fred and
VDLG´,FDQQRWEHOLHYH\RXGLGQ·W
VD\DQ\WKLQJGXULQJWKHÁLJKWµ
)UHGVDLG´,ZDVWHPSWHGWR
when Ada fell out of the back.”
Boom, boom!

Birthday Congratulations - No Birthdays this month
Rotary
R
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Club Meetings and Events
Location - Reids Billericay
We meet on
Mondays at
12.45 for
13.00
If
WKHUHLVDÀIWK
Monday in the
month, please
check the website for information.

Reids, 66-68 Laindon Road, Billericay, EsVH[&0/'7HO
Page 12

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

Mar.
M
Ma
Mar
ar 4
Rtn. Trevor Bond - Life in Cricket
Mar. 11

$EELH6KHHKDQ.LOLPDQMDURWULS
Mar. 11 

-RLQW6HUYLFHV0HHWLQJ &OXE&RXQFLO
Mar. 18
Business Meeting
Mar. 25
-HUHP\)LQQLV/RZHU7KDPHV&URVVLQJ
Dates For Your Diary
Mar 9
Billericay Town Rotary Quiz

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

www.billericayrotary.org
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Fred and Ada had been going to
the Yorkshire Fête Day for all the
forty years they had been married. Every year, Fred argued at
OHQJWKZLWK$GD´,·GORYHWRKDYH
a trip on that helicopter.”

