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Wow!

We Did It
All Again

May 2019

President’s Message
Soapbox Success and Becoming a Grandparent

T

In This Month’s
Issue

he arrival of June means
the departure of May, or
am I being too political?
Change subject …
Well, we did it. The fourth Spectacular Charity Soapbox Derby
was a great success and I’d like to
reiterate my thanks to everyone
who helped to make it happen.
We couldn’t match last year’s
incredible weather, but nevertheless Billericay enjoyed a great, if
somewhat chilly, family day out.
Read more in this issue, or see
our traditional souvenir newsletter for an in-depth report.
Putting on the Soapbox Derby
is a huge commitment for the
Soapbox Committee members and often this has meant
that home life has had to come
second. Recognising this, on the
Thursday after the event we had
a celebratory meal for committee members, and a thank you to
the wives. Once again the Magic
Mushroom didn’t disappoint.

We are a Grandmother
On May 18, Ed, Peter and I attended the District Assembly. The
modernisation of Rotary was an
underlying theme. One of the
topics mentioned was the importance of replacing members
we are losing with new members
and how this could be achieved.
The success our District has had
with Satellite Club creation was
mentioned and we have seen this
success locally in the launching
of the Satellite Club of Billericay
Town by our daughter club, BillHULFD\0D\ÁRZHU
7KLV6DWHOOLWH&OXELVWKHÀUVWLQ
the District to make the tranVLWLRQWREHLQJDIXOO\ÁHGJHG
Rotary Club in its own right, and
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RQ0D\ÀYH&OXE0HPEHUV
attended its chartering as the
Rotary Club of Billericay Town.
7KLVZDVWKHÀUVWFKDUWHULQJRI
a new Club in our District for
many years. We presented them
with a visitor’s book to mark the
occasion. See pictures and more
details on page 10-11.

Into the Future
Continuing with the modernisation theme, this year RIBI decided to hold the Annual Business
Meeting as an online webinar
rather than as a physical meeting. This was scheduled to take
place on May 5, coinciding with
the Rotary Showcase in Nottingham. However, the upgrade of
RIBI’s webinar capacity to cater
for more than 100 delegates did
not get implemented in time and
many delegates were left unable

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

to log into the session. So, the
meeting was rescheduled.
Ed was originally registered as
our voting delegate but was
unable to make the revised date,
so the registration was switched
to me. Come the appointed time
I clicked ‘Login’, to see a ‘downloading’ message with a progress
bar that rapidly ground to a halt.

Time Waits For No Man!
It was a full nine minutes before
,ZDVÀQDOO\FRQQHFWHGWRWKH
meeting. I suspect that many
other delegates gave up on that
wait, assuming it wasn’t going to
work, as the meeting organiser
informed us that we were not
quorate (only 404 logged in vs.
576 registered delegates). Although we were not able to vote
on anything, the meeting nevertheless went ahead to discuss
the material presented (and test
the technology) and the voting is
to be carried out as a separate
RIÁLQHHPDLOGULYHQH[HUFLVH
The software worked well for
most of the meeting, although
there were a couple of instances
when the video froze, and the
audio was lost for a good few
seconds before resuming. In addition, a software bug meant that
anyone participating on an Apple
device was constantly showing a
‘hands raised’ to the organiser
indicating they wished to ask a
question, which made it hard to
identify those who really were
asking to speak.
So Rotary IS taking steps to
modernise the way we conduct
our business, but a few things still
need to be ironed out before it
all works smoothly.
Onward and Upward!

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t
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Carry On Nurse... No pressure?
recommended to
see the GP within a
week.

he Know Your
Blood Pressure
campaign helps
people to understand
the link between high
blood pressure and
stroke. Working with
the Stroke Association,
Rotary offers free
blood pressure
information and holds
free blood pressure
testing events across
the UK.

No Spare Seats

upstairs meeting room behind
the scenes. The room was all
laid out ready for us. Equipment
assembled and tested, documents
ready, pen poised, and
nurse Faith Purkiss ready
IRUKHUÀUVWFDQGLGDWH
We started 20 minutes
ahead of schedule.

Our Rotary Club completed
just such a KYBP event at the
Waitrose store in Billericay High
Street in April when we tested
over 100 members of the public
(as reported in last month’s
Newsletter). The store was so
impressed by our efforts they
invited us back as part of its

Non-stop from then on.
A steady
stream of
staff and
managers
ushered in
by Waitrose
co-ordinator
Samantha
Townsend kept
nurse Faith busy.

“Wellness Week” to do a further
testing session for the staff.

All Ready To Go
This happened on May 20 in an

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

We managed 24
tests in two hours,
with many having excellent blood
pressure levels and only three
needing referrals to see their
doctor within a month, but one

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

A big vote of thanks
to Faith, who was
brilliant; providing
one-on-one
counselling not only
to those whose tests
advised “follow up”
visits to their G.P.s,
but also to anybody
with queries. No seat was left
spare all morning and, with the
time taken for counselling, we

were close to the maximum
number of tests that can be
carried out by one nurse in two
hours.
Waitrose have a healthy eating
specialist who had laid on a
presentation of healthy food
for the partners to look at,
DQGOHDÁHWVRQKHDOWK\HDWLQJ
and good diets to follow. Not
surprisingly, she had excellent
blood pressure!

www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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How The Carnival Beat The Cold To Still Roll On!

B

10,000 who baked in bikinis and
miniskirts on Sun Corner last
year, but, wow, still appearing
in their support for the event,
the good causes and the Rotary

ank Holiday Monday, 2018:
We sweltered in Sahara sun
and Swedish sauna.

Bank Holiday Monday, 2019: All
change. We were gripped by
the huge refrigerator which
found its way from Siberia!

Public Image Chairman
Trevor Bond
Sums Up Another
Spectacular
Rotary Club Charity Day

Yes, it was cold for our
fourth Spectacular Soapbox
GHUE\ÀQJHUIUHH]LQJFROG
No T-shirts and shorts this
year. Beanie hats (not quite
balaclavas), a scarf or too and
frequent blowing on hands.
So much for Bank Holiday Mondays in early May! But, as some
wit, hiding in the depths of a
Rotary gazebo, declared. “At least
it’s staying dry.” Small
mercies.

nominated charities.

Fancy Dress And All That !
So, the sky was grey, the grass
RQWKH4(ÀHOGDVJUHHQDV
ever and the various gazebos

Club organisers spent a
week studying weather
forecasts on TV, Twitter,
Instagram, iPads and, no
doubt, the odd Billericay
witchdoctor. Not great
but not a disaster. So,
no surprise then that
the crowd did the same
and waited until the day
before deciding to join
the carnival. Which, in
the end, they did in their
thousands, God bless
them. Over 8,000 again
this year - not quite the
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

and tent added a mini spark of
colour to the scene. For spark,
UHDGVSDUNOHKRZHYHU,WÁRZHG
from a wonderful entry of highly
painted karts and, in some cases,
their more even highly-painted human possessors. Fancy
dress wasn’t in it. Well, just
about if you added the word
outrageous to fancy dress.
Karts and humans matched
each other for design, style,
colour and sheer comedy.
Not every carnival needs the
sun to shine to be spectacular.
(YHQWKHNDUWVQDPHVUHÁHFWHG
colour:Yellow Submarine by
the crazy Complete CARnage,
Purple Rocket from the South
Green Junior School
Superheroes, Call Me
Violet and even Rusty Tub
by the team appropriately
titled Sit Down, Shut Up
and Hold On!”
Themes were dominant.
James Bond -SPECTRE
- Day of the Dead;
Hogwarts Express, Lion
King, Ghostbusters, Bath
Bombers, Bills on Wheels
and two from the insect
ZRUOG²)LUHÁ\ 6RUHOOD
Sound) and Bumble Bee
(Team Bumble Bee).
(continued on Page 7)

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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School Entries from Quilters Junior School “Q-Express”,
Brightside Primary School “Brightside Bullet”, South Green Junior School “Superheroes”
and Colchester Royal Grammar School “Harold”
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(continued from page 5)

Superman Again

The schools entered into the
spirit. Q-Express from (guess
who?) Mike Wade’s Wadeyman
and the Quilters Express.
Mike feigned disgust when they
were awarded only second place.
The Brightside Bullet was a
design triumph for Brightside
Junior School.
There was a wonderful
mediaeval costume touch
with “Harold”, the entry of
Colchester Royal Grammar
School. Thank you, all schools,
for taking part.

“Buttercup”, retired now, and
enter “The Squirts”.

celebrating 100 years of scouting
in Essex.”, said Lee.

For The Disabled
Some entries shared the Rotary
case for good causes. We had
one very special one this year.
REMAP may not ring too many

There were nurses and doctors
– the “Heart Throbs” with their
“Car-diac Arrest” entry and
“Dying to Win” (good job the
team from Heart Throbs was
around) from Team Lambert.
bells for those at our event
but, prior to them racing down
“Thunder Road”, they gave us a
brief summary of what they do
– they design and build “oneoff” pieces of equipment to
help people with disabilities lead
improved and more independent
lives. A special entry indeed!

“Oooos” and “Aaahs” heralded
the ramp appearance of 312 –
Ferrari and Maserati Colchester’s stunning entry and SEEVIC
(South Essex Vintage & Classic
Vehicle Club). Case of bye, bye

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

Scouts Ahoy! Remember The
Wombles? Did not return last
year and now, sadly, converted
LQWR/HH6XPPHUÀHOG·VQHZ
venture this year. He gathered
the Beavers, Scouts and Cubs
from 9th. Basildon Kingsdown
Scout Group to share the
building and the design and, on
the day, we saw their creation:
“Badge of Honour” – proud
name, proud team. “It was part of

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

One did not need to be at the
top of the track to hear Ken
Smith’s booming voice and clever
wit making the racing jump a
central attraction – even before
the coloured soapboxes set off
and their outrageous entourages
(continued on Page 9)
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A TV director’s visit to the Soapbox Derby

F

Ben Shires performs the “Locomotion”
with the Canvey Chuggers

or me, the journey to Billericay for the Soapbox Derby
began at the start of 2019.
That was when our production
team for the CBBC series “All
2YHUWKH3ODFHµÀUVWFRQWDFWHG
Peter Greene about our team
FRPLQJWRÀOPDWWKHHYHQW
)RURXUVHULHVZHDOZD\VÀQLVK
each episode with 2 presenters
going head-to-head in a local
event or competition, taking
part alongside everyone else. I’ve
EHHQIRUWXQDWHWRÀOPDURXQG
the world at wacky races and
bonkers contests for this series,
and being part of the feeling of
something unusual and fun about

Ed Petrie drives the “Q-Express”
for Quilters Junior School

to happen as the crowds arrive is
something that is always great.
That buzz was evident as soon
as we arrived at Billericay, with
soapboxes and teams arriving on
site, and the course all set up for
the races. And after all Peter’s
help in the lead up to the day it
was a pleasure to meet him as he
and his Rotary Club colleagues
got set up for the big day.

Ewan Torrance
reports on
his visit
Peter had arranged for our
presenters to be part of two
different teams, Quilters and the
Canvey Chuggers. They were
great teams, with great soapER[HVDQGSHUIHFWIRUXVWRÀOP
with! Ed Petrie, the show’s main
presenter, was even
presented with a
specially-made cape
to take part in the
Quilter’s team!

Canvey Chuggers) were as ready
as they ever would be for their
races. Our cameras were set and
running, our team were in place.
All that remained was for them
both to take their turns driving
the soapboxes! The crowds at
the event were brilliant all day
and they cheered both presenters for their races.
Ed’s soapbox door refused to
stay closed, and 2 of the mini
cameras on Ben’s soapbox were
knocked out of position on his
ÀUVWMXPSEXWRWKHUZLVHERWK
PDGHLWGRZQWRWKHÀQLVKOLQH
in a suitably fun fashion! We
ÀQLVKHGWKHGD\ZLWK0LNH:DGH
the Quilters team captain, awarding our special trophy to the
winning presenter.
And if you want to know
everything we recorded, you’ll
need to watch the series on
CBBC when it airs early in 2020!

After being pushers
and runners in the
morning, Ed and
Ben Shires (who
was racing with the
Page 8
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(continued from page 7)
ÁLSÁRSSHGVZHDWHGWRRWXWWHG
behind their mad drivers. Just
wonderful to watch and listen to.
Thanks Ken and company. You
were outrageous too!

Cold? No problem. Picnic chairs
and hampers still came out in
front of the big screen to cheer
on their teams and, come an extended lunch break, to listen to
the superb voice of Mabel Rogers, back by popular demand, and
WKHÀUVWDSSHDUDQFHDWWKHHYHQW
by the Helen Arber Performing
Arts Group (HAPA).

Musical Magic
Their musical presentations
with lyrics and dance from the
Lion King and other shows
were just magic and were
greeted with great applause
and kind comments from the
spectators to the delight of
Roger Kettle and Malcolm Acors
whose hard work had ensured

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

the entertainment worked
well. Thank you, Roger and
Malcolm. Appreciate the
comments below.
“Wonderful addition and attraction. Such
a delightful
group”, Joyce
from Billericay ..
“We’re having
a great lunch
and the entertainment is just
lovely”, Rita,
equally a lovely
lady and family
from Wickford.
“We love listening to Mabel – a
true artist”, Mary & Jim, Stock
“We love seeing the soapboxes.
We think they are even more
spectacular than last year. And
the racing is thrilling.” Irene and
family, Hutton.

World Record
And that wasn’t all. There
ZDVRQHRIWKHÀUVWSXEOLF
appearances of Matt “TukTuk” Everard and his “Fastest
Tuk-Tuk in the World”. Matt
drove his customized Tuk-Tuk
down Thunder Road, giving a
preview of his machine before
his successful attempt on the
Guinness World Record in
Yorkshire on May 13.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

Newmarket Racing
Not just the locals. A visiting
Newmarket Rotarian: “Your
Club is amazing. I cannot imagine
how hard it is to stage such a
wonderful family event, and still
raise money for charity. We are
looking to stage such an event in
Newmarket. I am here to watch
and learn.”
Don’t let us just beat our own
breasts. From Peter Owen, a
Past-President and long-time
PHPEHURI%LOOHULFD\0D\ÁRZer Rotary Club: “The Soapbox
Derby is a wonderful example of
what can be achieved by a small,
enthusiastic Club working for the
EHQHÀWRIWKHFRPPXQLW\$VD
member of another Rotary Club
I was proud to see Rotary in
action in such a way, an example
of sheer enthusiasm at its best. It
was great to see the enjoyment
of Billericay families, relaxing
and sharing in the fun at such a
well-organised event. Congratulations, Billericay Rotarians.”
That, I would suggest, sums
it up.

www.billericayrotary.org
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Chartering of Billericay’s New Rotarians

New Rotarians
Billericay Carl
Townand DG Lesley
Rotary Club ofThe
Billericay
Town withofPresident

A Packed House for the New Club
The audience - and new members - gather

3UHVLGHQW/\QQZLWKRXU*LIW2IÀFLDO9LVLWRUV·%RRN
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Chartering of Billericay’s New Rotarians

B

illericay is blessed with our
Rotary Club – the Rotary
Club of Billericay, and our
daughter club, The Rotary Club
RI%LOOHULFD\0D\ÁRZHUDVZHOODV
other service clubs such as the
Lions, Round Table and the 41
club. It was a great initiative two
years ago when the Rotary Club
RI%LOOHULFD\0D\ÁRZHUIRUPHGD
Satellite Rotary Club – the Satellite Club of Billericay Town.
Starting then, with only 12
members, it has proven so
successful and grown at such a
rate that it has already achieved
a membership of 20 Rotarians
– 17 women and three men.
(Quite a change from the gender
basis of the original Billericay
Rotary Clubs!). It was ready for
existence in its own right!

All Present For The Birth!
On Thursday May 23 members
of its mother Club of BillericD\0D\ÁRZHUDQGÀYH
members of what we
might call the “grandmother” Club of Billericay, attended the Charter
Night of the newly independent Rotary Club
of Billericay Town. Also
present were members
of the District Team
including amongst others
DG Lesley Sulley, AG
Dave Eagles (DGNN)
and AG Keith Brownlie
(DGN), and PDG Alan
Clarke. Billericay’s third
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

Baby, Baby,
– Welcome To
The Club!
Rotary Club was born!
After starting with a glass
of Prosecco and canapés
provided by the District Team,
the 20 members of the new
club circulated and conversed
with members of the existing
Rotary Clubs and District Team.
Eventually, we all moved to the
tables where we were welcomed
by Carl Johnson, President of
%LOOHULFD\0D\ÁRZHU
Then came the challenge. Sheets
of baby photographs on each
table? Each photo was of a
member of the new club – in
the words of a famous ‘60s TV
programme, “our mission, should
we choose to accept it”, was to

identify which baby was which
member of Billericay Town.

&KDLQ2I2IÀFH

After a delicious meal (with wine
SURYLGHGE\%LOOHULFD\0D\ÁRZHU 
District Governor Lesley Sulley
opened the proceedings with a
speech celebrating the new club,
praised its rapid rise in membership and called up Lynn Talbot
to be presented formally with
the Charter, as President of the
Rotary Club of Billericay Town.
President Lynn then asked
each new member to stand
and be introduced. So whose
photograph corresponded to
whom? Our success rate is too
embarrassing to report here!
President Les then made an
amusing speech and handed over
to President Lynn, our gift of a
special gold embossed “Visitors’
Book” for the new Club.
0D\ÁRZHU3UHVLGHQW&DUOWKHQ
made another amusing
speech and presented
Lynn with the charter
JLIWIURP0D\ÁRZHU
Club.
Finally, the closing toast
of the evening by DG
Lesley Sculley. A great
evening – convivial
conversation, a good
meal, but most of all
a CELEBRATION of
the new Rotary Club
of Billericay Town. We
welcome you all.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
www facebook com/BillericayRotary

www.billericayrotary.org
www
billericayrotary org
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Speakers’ Corner
Ploughing The Land Through The Ages
coming of steam power that
irst were the Roman
diggers, then the oxen,
From The Romans, changed how everything
then worked. 1850 to 1890
then the horse and then
the tractor to plough the
Oxen, Horses And saw the golden age of the
countryside.
ÀHOGVDQGVFDWWHU
Steam Power
The oxen and the horses
Still By Hand

F

Bert French recalls the

never got any larger, but the
tractors did, as Bert French
explained when he gave us a
talk on Monday, May 13.

Golden Age

How it all started.
“After weeks of charity work
in Rotary, I have chosen something entirely different. Before
ZHSORXJKWKHÀHOGVDQGVFDWWHU
there is another most important
matter – the problem of too
much rainfall.
“The Romans looked at the
problem 2000 years ago and
did their best to deal with it.
They knew that crops wouldn’t
ÁRXULVKRQZDWHUORJJHGJURXQG
In a very wet summer and
autumn it was quite impossible
to plant any crops at all without
a way of getting excess water off

the heavy land. They dug furrows
by hand across the soil and not
much changed over the next
1500 years or so.

Model Farms
“Different ideas were tried in the
late 1700’s and early 1800’s. They
were limited in style. At the
time about 90% of the land was
owned by the aristocracy, some
of whom were very forward
looking and helpful to their
tenants. They set up model farms
and encouraged early agricultural
shows and looked at new ideas.

“Oxen to pull simple wooden
ploughs gave way to horses
which were a lot stronger but
needed a lot more attention. By
the middle of the 1800’s horses
had taken over but it was the

Page 12
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“When I joined Brentwood
Young Farmers in the late 1940’s
I was quite keen on ploughing
and, dare I say it, quite good at
it. I was lucky enough to win the
silver cup three years in succession at the annual South Essex
Ploughing Match and was presented with it to keep.

It wasn’t easy. “Landlords
rejected change”, said Bert.
“Workers feared for their jobs having always worked one way”
Then came the advent of steam
power in the early Victorian
era. “This was the beginning of
change that lasted through the
nineteenth century and heralded
a period of important changes
that gradually got accepted.

T

“In the 1880’s about 4.5 million acres had been drained
but only about 200,000 of
those by machine – the majority still done by hand.

“We still have ploughing matches
in Essex, sadly now only three.
Very different affairs now.
Some years ago I took Ben and,
later, Roger. They said they enjoyed it. Well, I hope they did.”
As always, a fascinating insight
from farmer French. Thank you,
Bert.

I f T h e Cap F its .....
he date: Jan 29, 1996.
Howard Kendall, manager
RI6KHIÀHOG8QLWHGZDV

preparing his team for an FA Cup
match He received a letter and
photograph from Patrick Ro-

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

thon, whose sister Pamela, now
residing in the States, had met

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

(continued on Page 13)
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Billericay Lions Celebrates 40 Glorious Years
that their next fundraising event
is the Beer Festival at Hannakins
Farm from June 28-30.

A Pride of Lions
- Les Sheppard
reports
Val and I were delighted to be
guests on May 11 at the Billericay
Lions 40th Charter Anniversary
celebration at Burstead Golf
Club. Over pre-dinner drinks
we chatted with Robert Brett
about the success of this year’s
Soapbox Derby. Then on to the
meal and the formal toasts.

The response was given by Zone
Chair, Lion Colin Talbot who
congratulated the club on its
achievements over the years and
wished it every success in the
future.

Lions President
Mike Conway
Chief highlight was of course
the Christmas Sleigh collections
which from the club’s early days
has been the major source of
club fund raising. Next came
the bookstall in the High Street
on Saturday mornings, which
expanded to records, tapes and
CDs as technology evolved. He
also spoke of participation in the
Town Shows of the early 1980s
and the “Music by the Lake”
event.

£375,000 Raised For
Charity
He also mentioned a wide range
of social events enjoyed by the
club, including visits to pubs and
restaurants, Romford dogs, historical places and river trips. He
ÀQLVKHGE\VWDWLQJWKDWWKHFOXE
has raised over £375,000 for
charity since being chartered and

Lions president Mike Conway
proposed the toast to Lions
International and, in his speech,
covered many of the highlights
of the club’s 40 year history.

Zone Chair Colin Talbot
Excellent food was made even
better by the fact that I was not
asked to deliver a speech. So, a
‘free lunch’ for me.
Not so for Val though, as she
was called upon to draw the
ÀUVWWLFNHWLQWKHUDIÁH²QRWWRR
onerous a task by which to earn
your supper though.
All in all a very enjoyable evening;
DUHÁHFWLRQRIWKHJRRGUHODWLRQV
that exist between the different
service clubs in Billericay.

I f T h e C ap F i t s . . . . . ( c o n t i nue d )
(continued from page 12)
and been photographed with the
young Kendall when he became
the youngest footballer to play in
an FA Cup Final without having
been awarded an England cap.

Lovely Reminder
)RUZKLFKFOXEDQGLQZKLFKÀQDO
was not revealed correctly until
Howard wrote back to Patrick:
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

“It was very kind of you to
take the trouble to write to me
although I have to correct you
on your facts – it was actually
Preston North End (versus West
Ham United in 1964) and, yes,
I was the youngest player in a
FXSÀQDOQRWSOD\LQJIRU(QJODQG
(He did many times later in his
career).
“Great pleasure to be reminded

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

of those days. My immediate
challenge now (1996) here at
Bramall Lane, is a different one
but still centred on the FA Cup
– our meeting with Aston Villa
on Sunday. Just shows it is a
competition that never fails to
create interest.”
Postscript: Preston lost the 1964
Final 3-2.
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
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Sad News And Soapbox Recognition

istrict Assembly at
Writtle College on
Saturday, May 18, opened
with the announcment that PDG
Keith Painter had died that week.
DG Sulley, after her welcome
address, handed over to DGE
Pauline Dean who introduced
the new district team and
announced that the 201920 Rotary theme is “Rotary
Connects the World”.

Building Malawi
Each District Chair gave a brief
overview of their priorities for
the year. Especially interesting
was Tom Bowden’s presentation
on the Building Malawi charity
which provides opportunities
for young people in that country
through the provision of infrastructure for education.
DG Lesley reported that the
Rotary Club of Harlow will be
closing on June 30. She shared
the platform with Tony Cotton,
Assistant Co-ordinator Zone 17.
Tony is from District 1180 which
KDVVWDUWHGDVLJQLÀFDQWQXPEHU
of satellite clubs, and he was impressed with the progress we are
making on that front.
DGE Pauline announced:
 District Handover - Chelmsford Racecourse - June 30.

 District Conference - Woodlands Event Centre, Wyboston
Lakes Resort October 4-6.
 District Council Meeting and
&RQIHUHQFHÀUVWVHVVLRQ6DWXUday, September 14.
 RIBI Rotary Expo - NEC, Birmingham from May 1-3 , 2020,
 Next year’s Rotary Convention - Honolulu June 6-10. 2020.

Purple4Polio Jam
Eve Conway, RIBI President in
2016/17, presented the People
of Action – Polio Award to Scott
Goodfellow, Joint MD of Wilkin
& Sons Limited, and to Rtn Nigel
Dyson, President of Kelvedon
& District Club. Wilkin & Sons
donated 52,000 jars of Purple4Polio jam which was distributed
throughout RIBI; with the doubling of proceeds by the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation, the
total raised is
about £400,000.
DG Lesley and
Assistant Co-ordinator Tony also
held a Q & A
session on membership.
Les attended the
breakout session
for incoming
presidents and
presidents elect,
Peter attended
the session for
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membership and public image,
and I attended the combined
foundation and international
session.
Membership & Public Image:
This was joint session led by DG
Lesley and District Public Image
chairman Stan Keller. Improved
image was key to raising
5RWDU\·VSURÀOHDQGJDLQLQJ
new members, and our Club
UHSUHVHQWDWLYHVZHUHJUDWLÀHG
that our wonderful Soapbox
Derby efforts were recognised.
There was much discussion time
spent, with participants keen
on understanding how we used
all forms of conventional and
internet media to spread the
word, how we got a photo into
the national newspapers (the
Guardian), and how we have
involved the BBC in the last
three events.
International: Tish Storey
introduced Katie Muir (daughter
of Rtn. Robert) who spoke about
%XLOG$LGDQRQSURÀWFKDULW\
which specialises in post disaster
reconstruction and community
development. Their areas focus
on water, sanitation, health, child
welfare and education, and they
have worked/are working in Sri
Lanka, Nepal, Haiti, The Philippines and Kenya.
We were asked to support a

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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District Assembly (continued)
(continued from Page 14)
project (which BuildAid will
manage) to equip a mother and
baby unit at Rombo in Kenya.
Project costs are currently estimated at £35,000 and the local
club involved in the Global Grant
will be Nairobi North; ten clubs
are needed to pledge £1,000 or
£500 to the project. BuildAid
can provide a speaker if required.
Sand Dams – District
is hoping to fund two
more dams.

other clubs in a project.
(As above, our soapbox derby)

hazardous situations. They are
extremely vulnerable, suffer
frequent physical and emotional
abuse; sexual abuse is also
common. The charity rescues
children, keeps them safe and
reunites them with their families.

Presidents & President
Elects: Small groups broke to
consider questions addressing
the District 1240 priorities and
goals for 2019/20

Foundation: Robert Macaulay
exhorted us to support our own
charity, and to set up or join with


+RZFOXEVPLJKWUHFUXLW
new members, start a satellite
club, keep existing members

$FKLHYHSHU
capita to Foundation, encourage service projects
and ensure we are seen as
People of Action.

Saving Slave
Children
Child Rescue Nepal –
a charity started in 1999
and frees children from
slavery. Jo Bega said that
it was estimated that, in
Nepal, there are 100,000
child slaves working in

Conclusion: Back again
for a single plenary session reviewing ideas. No
magic bullet answers
unfortunately, but a useful
exchange of ideas.

Something to Brighten Your Day
“Every man needs two
women, a quiet homemaker
and a thrilling nymph.”
Iris Murdoch
“There is only one thing in
the world worse than being

talked about and that is not
being talked about.”
Oscar Wilde
“Love makes the world go
round ? Not at all. Whisky
makes it go round twice as
fast. “

Compton Mackenzie
“I don’t feel eighty. In fact
I don’t feel anything until
noon. Then it’s time for my
nap.”
Bob Hope

There are no members’
Th
b ’ bi
birthdays
thd
iin JJune.
Rotary Club of Billericay – Future
Club Meetings and Events
Location - Reids Billericay
We meet on
Mondays at
12.45 for 13.00
,IWKHUHLVDÀIWK
Monday in the
month, please
check the website
for information.

Reids, 66-68 Laindon Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LD Tel: +44 1277 632378
June 3
Brian Hughes - Kathmandu
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

JJune 10
0
Club Assembly
June 10 (18.30-20.30)
Joint Services Meeting & Club Council
June 12
Kids Out to Old McDonald’s Farm
June 17
Business Meeting
June 24
Margaret Webb - Jaiphur Limb Charity
July 1
Handover to New President Ben Clarke
Dates For Your Diary
July 7
Summerfest
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www.billericayrotary.org
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Goodbye .. And
Thank You
Everyone

