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End Polio - A Tale To
Touch All Our Hearts
See Inside for 60th
Anniversary Charter
Supplement and ...:

The Newsletter editor,
compiler and printer,
wish everyone a
Happy Christmas and a
Prosperous New Year

M

President’s Message
A Charter Celebration To Remember

y November message
begins at the end of
October, October 26
to be precise, a day that will live
with me forever, surely the most
memorable day that anyone can
enjoy. An Anniversary Charter
Lunch to remember sixty years.
Two birthdays, both the Club’s
birthday and my sixty years as
a member of the Club. What a
day!! Perfect in every way.
Surrounded by my fellow Rotarians and family and a host of
guests. Excellent arrangements,
perfect venue and superb food.
Guests included other service
clubs with whom we work
closely throughout the year. A
special word of praise for our
main speaker, a dedicated Rotarian PDG John Banks. Only one
member of the Club was missing
on the day, Margaret, and she was
on Rotary work in Kenya.
Two days before, on World Polio
'D\VL[RIXVDWWHQGHGWKHÀUVW
Billericay Tri-Club Rotary Dinner
at Burghstead Golf Club, hearing
a most moving speech by polio
victim-cum-Paralympian Anne
Wafula Strike MBE. (See Page 3)

Vital Milk Service
We thanked birthday boy Malcolm for buying drinks (Nov. 4)
when Gillian Weaver spoke to us
about the Hearts Milk Bank, the
organisation which transports
human milk around the country,
She stressed its importance to
children with special needs, Ken
gave the vote of thanks.
Three days later, Mike and I met
the RotaKids Club at Quilters to
SUHVHQWWKHLU%DGJHVRI2IÀFH,W
is so rewarding to see how keen
they are to belong to the Club.
Peter Greene took photographs.
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He is determined to get me to
smile before the year is out!!
Back from Kenya, Margaret, at
lunch on November 11, gave us
a resume of her visit. We also
welcomed PDG Grahame Rudkins from Brentwood Club. District Foundation Chairman Rtn.
Robert Macaulay updated us on
Rotary Foundation and was very
helpful on our Borehole project
in Kenya. He thanked us for our
high level of contributions to
Rotary Foundation. Malcolm
thanked Robert on our behalf.

Wreath Laying
On Sunday Nov. 10, accompanied
by several members, I laid that
British Legion Wreath on behalf
of the Club at the memorial
service in the High Street. Brian
Hughes, chairman of the local
British Legion, told me he estimated the approx. 2000 people
were present for the service.
Birthdays thick and fast this
month. Roger’s turn to buy
drinks at the November 18
meeting. Thank you Roger, and
happy birthday.

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
www twitter com/BillericyRotary

Our speaker was Julian WhyEUDKLVVXEMHFW7KH0D\ÁRZHU
400th Anniversary. His depth of
knowledge was huge. He was
thoroughly enjoyable and we
were able to give him a little
longer time than normally allotted. Ken gave the vote of thanks.
Roger and Pat’s completion of
John Baron’s Fun Walk in September, earned us £820 from the
Bonus Pot and, on November 22,
Peter G and I went into the wilds
of Sunnymede to Anisha Grange
to collect a cheque. Altogether
we had raised a highly creditable
(just under) £2500. Thank you
Roger, Pat, Peter et al.

President Les.....
More birthday drinks – this time
by Les – at the Special General
Meeting on November 25. Thank
you Les and happy birthday!
/HV¶VFRQÀUPDWLRQDVRXU3UHVident for the next Rotary year
was generously applauded as was
0LNH*LQQFRQÀUPHGDV7UHDVXUer. We were not able to appoint a
Secretary at this meeting.
Pat reported that the tree-planting project was moving ahead
slowly. Mike S. said he was in
touch with Billericay School
about its Interact Club. We wish
him success. Peter G sought
permission of the members to
GLYHUWPXFKRIWKHUDIÁHPRQH\
from the Christmas Fest to the
YLFWLPVRIWKH<RUNVKLUHÁRRGLQJ
This was unanimously approved.
I hope you enjoy this bumper
newsletter. My December message will be after Christmas, so
I take this opportunity to wish
everyone
A very Happy Christmas and a
Healthy New Year.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
www facebook com/BillericayRotary

www.billericayrotary.org
www billericayrotary org

:R UO G3R OLR ' D\

7KHÀUVWDOO%LOOHULFD\7UL
&OXE5RWDU\GLQQHUZDV
KHOGDW%XUVWHDG*ROI&OXE
RQ7KXUVGD\2FWREHU
7KLVZDV:RUOG3ROLR'D\
ZKHQ5RWDU\&OXEVDOORYHU
WKHZRUOGFDPHWRJHWKHU
WRPDUNWKHRFFDVLRQDQG
UDLVHPRQH\IRU
(QG3ROLR1RZ
6XFKPHHWLQJV
ZLOOKDYHKHDUG
speakers but
IHZZLOOKDYH
EHHQDVPRYHG
DVPHPEHUVRI
RXU&OXEZHUH
ZKHQWKH\MRLQHG
WKHWZRRWKHU
%LOOHULFD\5RWDU\&OXEV'*
3DXOLQH'HDQ3'*7HUU\
'HDQDQG-RKQ%HOOULQJHURI
WKH/LRQV&OXEWRWKLV:RUOG
3ROLR'D\GLQQHU

was an outcast in the village.

a Bachelor of Education degree.

The villagers would tell me I was
cursed, and even my extended
family would tell my father that I
would never amount to anything
and it was a waste of time to
educate such a cursed child who
could never succeed at school.

In My Dreams I Dance
I married an Englishman, Norman Strike and moved to the
UK Soon, we had a son, Tim, of
whom I am immensely proud. I
discovered McDonalds, KFC and
the joys of chocolate. I put on
weight and decided
to lose it at a gym.

“Disabled By Polio Enabled By Determination”

By chance, a
Paralympics coach
was there and
thought I could do
well as a Paralympian. I discovered
wheelchair racing
and applied my
customary determination to
succeed and within three years
was representing Kenya in the
Paralympics Games. And, taking
British nationality in 2006, I then
competed in the Paralympics for
Team GB.

From Mud Hut To
Paralympian – Anne’s Story

$QQH:DIXOD6WULNH0%(
DVWRQLVKHGXVZLWKKHUSHU
VRQDOVWRU\RIIRUWLWXGH
PRWLYDWLRQDFKLHYHPHQW
DQGVXFFHVV:HDUHSURXG
WRFROODWHKHUOLIHVWRU\KHUH
IURPZKDWVKHWROGXV

My mother died when I was only
nine. I was devastated. My mother had been my world – bathing
me, feeding me, dressing me, and
transporting me. My determination, and the support of my
father, saw me overcome my loss
DQGGLVDELOLWLHVDQGÀQLVKSULPDU\
school, and then pass “O” levels
and A” levels at senior school,
and go on to Moi University
from where I graduated with a -

Persistence &
Determination
“I may be disabled by polio, but
I’m enabled by determination. I
was born in a mud hut in Mihuu
in Bungoma, Kenya, in Africa. I
was a normal child until one day,
at the age of two and a half , I
went swimming in a nearby river,
and came back crying with pain .
I had no mobility, and soon was
unable to walk unaided. The villagers suspected witchcraft, and I
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

My autobiography was published
in 2010, entitled “In My Dreams I
Dance.
“Why that title? It harks back
to my old school. The children
asked: “What do you dream
about when you sleep? Are you
disabled in your dreams?”
I told them: “In my dreams I
dance”. It had to be the title
about my life and how I like to
think I overcame my problems.

I’m not Disabled!
:KDWLVWKHGHÀQLWLRQRIGLVDbled? Injured, crippled, worthless,
XVHOHVV'R127GHÀQHPHOLNH
that, I am not disabled!
(continued on Page 12)
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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5HPHPEUDQFH'D\6HUYLFH

A Moving Ceremony

Gallantry
Honoured
With Bright
Reminder
Of A Grim Past

Rev. Paul Carr, Team Rector of
Billericay Churches and a former
Billericay Rotary Club Member,
opened the moving ceremony.
Following initial prayers, the Last
Post was sounded followed by
two minutes silence, followed by
hymns, and a bible reading.

Sunshine and Service

B

right blue skies and sunshine on Remembrance
Sunday, November 10, may
not have been a true reminder of
the wet, cold and mud of World
War 1 trenches but, in a moving
tribute to the fallen at the War
Memorial in the High Street, it
was welcomed by Club Members
among the enormous crowd.

Representatives of the armed
forces, the British Legion and
other town organisations then
laid wreaths with the wreath
laying by each group interspersed
with the reading out of the
names and regiments of all the
fallen from the two world wars.
President Ben Clarke represented the Club in the presence
of many Members, laying our
wreath alongside other Billericay
Service Clubs and groups.

There ... Again
Starting from the Fire Station,
the Remembrance Parade by the
Army and Air Force cadet forces,
British Legion, Scouts, Guides,
Cubs, Brownies and other local
organisations moved from Sun
Corner to the War Memorial
and the waiting thousands.

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

was dedicated to ensuring our
:DU0HPRULDOUHÁHFWHGWKH
pride in which we hold those
who had lost their lives for us.

For the second year running, the
:DU0HPRULDOZDVÁDQNHGE\
two Tommies
called “There
but not There”,
one of which
had been fully
funded by our
Club in the
memory of the
late Club President Trevor
6WDQVÀHOGDOVR
past Chairman
of the Town
Council and
many other
town organisations. Trevor

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

“At The Going Down
Of The Sun And In
The Morning, We
Shall Remember Them”

www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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F irew o rk s P lanning M e e ti ng

Pac ke d Out Inside

A Bes t Seller

A Fantastic S pectacular Displ ay
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5RXQG7DEOH)LUHZRUNV$%OD]LQJ'LVSOD\

O

nce again, we showed
our support to other
service clubs and their
community initiatives by turning
out for Billericay Round Table’s
annual Fireworks Display. We
jumped at the chance to join
them, and members of the Lions,
0D\ÁRZHU5RWDU\&OXE6FRXWV
and others in Lake Meadows on
Saturday November 2.

“Raindrops Keep Falling
On My Head …”
Would we have volunteered so
readily if we had known that
we’d be walking to the park for
WKHVDIHW\EULHÀQJDWSPLQ
pouring rain? ….Who knows?
However, it did nothing to
daunt our worthy team of Club
Members Ed Harrison, Mike
Sinclair, Peter Greene, Patrick
Rothon, Roger Kettle, and
nonagenarian Bert French.
Luck was on our side. The
rain stopped and we had good
weather for the whole night –
even warmer than last year!
We again manned the entry at
Hillhouse Drive. Roger, Patrick
and Bert were provided with
scanners and along with one of
the scout leaders, were to scan
the tickets of everyone coming
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t iitt
/Bill i R t

through “our gate”, whether
the tickets were on paper or on
their mobile phones.

Peter Greene
Reports on a
Spectacular
Evening
Ed moved to the sales tent and
helped manage sales of light
sticks to the incoming hordes,
while Peter and Mike were
positioned at the park entry.
Their job, to make sure that
everyone coming through had
tickets and that they were ready
for scanning further down the
path, as there were no sales
being made at the gate.

A Sell Out?
We were kept busy since, thanks
to the positive change in the
weather, we seemed to have
many more coming along than
previous years.
$VWHDG\ÁRZRISHRSOHIURP
when the gates opened at 5.30
pm, and even about twenty plus
queuing from around 5.00 pm.
At one point the queue
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

stretched out of the park and
nearly 100 yards down the
road, but our “ace scanners”
processed them quickly and
everybody was passed in without
DQ\VLJQLÀFDQWGHOD\

Good Spirits
Most people had already bought
their tickets, and all but one of
them were in good spirits and
happy to go on-line and buy
them from the website and
download the tickets to their
phones, despite the length of
the process. Advice was given
RQKRZWRÀQGWKHZHEVLWH
address and help to navigate to
the correct page ensured that
everybody who wanted them
was able to get the tickets they
needed.
In previous years we had the
“bad luck” stories from those
trying to get in without paying,
such as “my friends have my
tickets on their phone and are
already inside” etc, but this year
there were none – everybody
was well organised, no sobstories and all polite.
Congratulations to Round Table.
Great organisation and the
change in the weather ensured
that the stunning display kept the
thousands enthralled.
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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S p e a ke r s ’ C o r n e r
0LON\:D\7R6DYLQJ%DELHV
Gillian is a co-founder
of HMF – the Human
Milk Foundation, based
at the Rothamsted
Institute at Harpenden
in Hertfordshire –
and works closely
with Natalie, another
volunteer,

K

en Smith, as a dedicated
Blood Runner, gave us
a brief look into his
additional Breast Milk runs last
month. He followed this by
inviting Gillian Weaver from the
Hearts Milk Bank to relate their
work over lunch on November
4. An illuminating talk!
Gillian, who had travelled up
from Dover to address us, kicked
off with a memory test. “Who
remembers What’s My Line?” So,
who does?
It was the inspiration for her to
consider what she wanted to
do in life and, eventually to be
part of a life-saving project and
joining the Hearts Milk Bank
as a volunteer, a project which
she told us: “Has now saved
thousands of babies lives with
healthy milk.”

F

She gave us some startling facts:
 Over 1,000 babies denied
human milk will develop cancer
 We have the worst rating in
the world for babies dying when
denied proper
breast milk.
 This is mostly
caused by an
immune system
which is not
functioning
properly, and
which can lead
to infections and
heart failures.
 London a worst
KLWDUHDDFFRUGLQJWRÀJXUHV
supplied by the London Chest
Hospital
She described the techniques
used to guarantee that only
properly formulated milk was

Pasteurised Breast Milk is heated
to a normal temperature before
use. Samples are sent to a lab to
decide whether they are suitable
to replace normal breast and
human milk.
“There are 600 milk banks
world-wide, “said Gillian. “In
continents like Africa and Asia
and countries like India where
mothers are not aware of, or
incapable of, providing breast
milk.”

She concluded: “The Milk Bank is
so grateful of the Milk Runners
like Ken. Their commitment and
devotion to our cause is so vital.”
More details on:
www.humanmilkfoundation.org

%XLOGLQJRQWKH)RXQGDWLRQ

oundation month: On
November 11 Robert
Macauley reminded us of
our own charity ‘The Rotary
Foundation’, created by Arch C
Klumph in 1917 with the simple
aim of ‘doing good in the world’.
Foundation currently has three
main programmes: Global Grants,
District Grants and End Polio
Now.
*OREDO*UDQWV Key char-
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Worst Rating

given to babies who could not be
breast fed.

acteristics. First, the
project budget must be
at least $30,000 and the
minimum grant size is
$15,000. Secondly the
project must address
RQHRIWKHVL[VSHFLÀHG
areas of focus – peace,
disease prevention,
water & sanitation,
mother & child health,
education/literacy, and econom-

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

ic & community development.
Our potential boreholes project
(continued on page 9)
with the

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t

S p e a ke r s ’ C o r n e r
)RXQGDWLRQ FRQWLQXHG
(continued from page 8)
other double triangular clubs
would meet several of these
areas of focus. The project must
demonstrate sustainability into
the future. Foundation will match
any District Designated Funds
allocated to a successful project
and add 50% to any club contributions.

Community Need
'LVWULFW*UDQWV Given to
projects that were meeting a
VLJQLÀFDQWFRPPXQLW\QHHGDQG
this could be either a local or an
international need. Essential that
WKHSURMHFWPXVWKDYHVLJQLÀFDQW
Rotary involvement, i.e. not be
just a fund-raiser, and Clubs are
expected to promote the project
in local media.
A District Grant will match in
full all funding contributed by
Clubs. Important that Clubs had

$100 per year to Foundation and
every club giving at least $1,500
to End Polio Now.

“Fake News”

good stewardship in place to be
able to demonstrate that funding
is being used for the intended
purpose.
Often described as ‘Rotary’s best
kept secret’, Rotary Foundation is recognised as one of the
ZRUOG·VPRVWHIÀFLHQWFKDULWLHV
in terms of the proportion of
money given that is spent on
projects rather than overheads
like administration, publicity and
fund-raising.
Robert praised our club for its
long-standing commitment to the
target of every Rotarian giving

(QG3ROLR1RZTwo of the
three wild polio strains have
now been eradicated. Type 1
poliovirus is still prevalent in
Afghanistan and Pakistan, but
progress is picking up again, after
a recent fall in take-up following
‘fake news’ stories in local social
media claiming that the vaccines
were dangerous.
In a vote of thanks, Malcolm
Acors promised to be in touch
about a grant for our boreholes
project once we have completed
the initial pilot borehole for Ciamanda School. We are working
with the Rotary Club of Embu to
identify where other boreholes
ZLOOEULQJEHQHÀWRQFHZHKDYH
the experience of Ciamanda.

0\WKVDQG/HJHQGV7KH0D\ÁRZHU6WRU\
can say categorically is that the
ZKROHDUHDLVDPLQHÀHOGµ

Part One (As Told
By Julian Whybra)

Read On.....

F

For the sake of space and in the
interest of our community history, this newsletter is also not
going to pretend to cover them
in this issue. This is part one only.
More will appear in our next issue – the 400th year celebration.

our hundred years on, the
KLVWRU\RIWKH0D\ÁRZHU·V
voyage to the New World
FRQWLQXHVWRPL[IDFWZLWKÀFWLRQ
legend with myth, and truth with
fake news.
/RFDOKLVWRULDQDQG0D\ÁRZHU
modern explorer Julian Whybra
fascinated us at lunch on November 18 with the story of what
happened and what might have
happened from the moment the
Separatists in England joined with
their Protestant counterparts in
Holland to evolve a new religion,
a new church and a new life
across the Atlantic ocean in what

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
i
/Bill i R

was to become the Americas..
As Julian explained: “Many books
have been written, many stories
related. In my research I have
discovered many untruths, many
myths all of which I will try to
spell out here. I cannot pretend
WRFRQÀUPWKHPDOO:KDW,

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

6XIÀFHÀUVWO\WRVD\WKDW-XOLDQ
gave us some intriguing facts
about the religious history of the
time around 1608 when those
ÀUVW3LOJULP)DWKHUVKDGORVWIDLWK
with the religious persecution
happening in England. That was
the date when the Separatists as
they became known, approached
their Dutch friends of the same
(continued on page 13)
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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&LDPDQGD%RUHKROH3URMHFW
by the Rotary
Club of Billericay.
I took this to the
Embu Rotary
Club meeting
and explained
to them what it
ZDV7KHÀOWHU
was subsequently delivered to a
remote community at Gatama,
NE Kenya, which is a very dry
area, by Rev. Maxwell Mombasa
(with whom we had stayed).

Missions Completed Excitement As We
Go Forward in Kenya

A

fter ten years of travelling
to Kenya as part of the
Chelmsford Diocesan link
with schools, I have never tired
of making the long journey. It
is always exciting, although I am
never completely sure of the
programme till I get there - I just
JRZLWKWKHÁRZ
I did, however, have three main
REMHFWLYHVWKLVWLPH7KHÀUVW
ZDVWRWDNHWKHÀUVWVWHSVLQ
delivering a borehole to Ciamanda Primary School, funded
by the Rotary Club of Billericay,
the second to attend an Embu
Rotary Club meeting after linking
up with two Rotarians on my
last trip in March, and the third
objective was to attend the Consecration of St Paul’s Church in
Ciamanda Parish.
My church, Christ Church
Billericay, had been helping the
community at Magaca to build
their church and now, after
15 years, it was completed. I
had been invited to attend the
consecration and so I ensured
my visit coincided with the
consecration date.

Special report from
Rev. Margaret
Fowler - Our
Ambassador To
Kenya

table in front of President Paul
Kiragu, “Rotary and Peace the
world over” I thought!
Warmly welcomed, we exchanged club pennants. I had

only 15 minutes to prepare to
speak on being a priest and a
Rotarian - but that’s Kenya and
you just do it! The following day
I discovered that a poster invitation to the meeting with my
photograph on it had been put
on Facebook.

Embu Rotary Club meet at the
Izaak Walton hotel. When I got
there, it was interesting to see
the familiar Rotary items on the

Water Filter
I had carried with me on my
ÁLJKWDVOXJJDJHDQ$TXDER[
FRPPXQLW\ZDWHUÀOWHUGRQDWHG

Result. Several more than the
seventeen members present including four Rotaract members.

My Borehole Brief
I was given a polite hearing to my
presentation. We invited them,
the Rotary Club of Embu, to join
with the Rotary Club of Billericay
(continued on page 11)
Page 10

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

www.billericayrotary.org

&LDPDQGD%RUHKROH3URMHFW FRQWLQXHG
From
The Editor
What wonderful news for Margaret! We are so proud of what
she has achieved on our behalf
on her Kenya visit.
She went with our Club blessing
WRGHOLYHUDZDWHUÀOWHUVXSSOLHG

by the Club, because clean water
is the key to so much survival for
so many in the African region.

national colleagues (France, Italy,
and Sweden) in September. All
that appears in her report.

$OVRWRWDNHWKHÀUVWVWHSVLQ
drilling a borehole in Ciamanda,
and to explore the opportunities for working with local Embu
Rotary Club to drill more boreholes in the region. Malcolm
Acors had obtained support
from Basildon and our four inter-

In an early dispatch, she told the
Newsletter: “I handed over the
ZDWHUÀOWHUPDFKLQHIRUGHOLYHU\WR
Gatama Parish, saying that I hope
that the machine will be of great
help to the parishioners and the
community as well. He thanked me
and sent best wishes to our Club.”
a pastoral visit, but kind people
appeared out of the bush to help
us get going again.

(continued from Page 10)
DQGÀYHRWKHU(XURSHDQ5RWDU\
Clubs (see Editor’s note above) to
fund more boreholes in the area
around Ciamanda to make them
water secure. A most successful
presentation because on my
return to the UK, Rotarian Ruth
Ndwiga emailed me to say:
´:HKDYHFRQÀUPHGWKDWZH
shall partner with your club on
this project. Kindly share that
with your members. We look
forward to this partnership
and thank you for giving
us the challenge to do this.
Ruth.”
After the presentation, the mood
lightened when suddenly a birthday cake appeared for Stuart. He
had travelled with me and spent
his birthday 37,000 ft in the air
with no celebration at all. The
cake was cut, and birthday greetings given in song, and then we
lined up for photographs to be
taken. It was a delightful evening.
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
/ ll

As a footnote to this, we were at
the Izaak Walton hotel a few days
later when a Dutch couple arrived for lunch. They recognised
me from the Rotary Club Facebook poster! They had recently
moved to Kenya and said they
were interested in joining Rotary.

Mudholes & Consecration
The rainy season and it rained
very hard every night and sometimes during the day too. I had
never seen rain like it. The main
road through Embu is tarmac,
but once you leave that in the
rainy season you’re in very different territory!

So we prayed that on the day of
Consecration of St Paul’s Church
the rain would stay away and it
did! The Church Service also
KDSSHQHGWREHD&RQÀUPDWLRQ
6HUYLFHDVZHOODQGLWODVWHGÀYH
hours, but it was amazing with
dancing and singing - a lovely
well-deserved celebration after
all those years of hard work
building the Church.
The church held 200 people
inside, including 70 clergy, and at
least 100 more people listening
out-side. Formalities over, time
for food for everyone.
This was a special moment. It
gave me the opportunity to show
Bishop David the Rotary Club of
Billericay proposal for the borehole project. He was very moved
that we cared so much about this
little community at Ciamanda.
More updates on the Borehole
Project in future Newsletters.

The mud roads
have deep,
deep ruts and
you slide on
the mud just
as you might
on an icy road.
We got stuck
one day after

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R

www.billericayrotary.org
bill i

Page 11
P

5RWDNLGV²$1HZ<HDU$1HZ7HDP
Quilters
Receive Badges
Of Honour
A new school year. That means
new members elected by Quilters Junior school to the new
RotaKids Club and School Council. It starts with the children’s induction as new RotaKids, and to
give them their RotaKids badges.
Good reason why, on November 7, President Ben Clarke and
Youth Service Chairman Mike
Sinclair visited the school to
meet the 2019/20 team.
They were introduced to the
children by Suzie Murray, the
RotaKids coordinator at Quilters. Then each of the four ofÀFHUV 3UHVLGHQW=RH+DOOZRUWK
Vice-President Vivian Klamp, Secretary Mia Lawless and Treasurer
Robbie Hume) received their
badges from President Ben.

The Pledge
The RotaKids President received
a special ribbon and badge identifying her role. The remaining
5RWD.LGVRIÀFLDOVWKHQUHFHLYHG
their badges, followed by the rest
of the RotaKids in year groups.
Finally, all the children readout
the RotaKids pledge in unison –
“As a RotaKid, I endeavour to
be fair to all, to serve my community and to show respect for
others, to make a difference to

our school, our community and
our world”. They all received
their own pledge card.
President Ben welcomed them
to the family of Rotary and said:
“We look forward to hearing
your plans for this year. I hope
you will have a lot of fun doing
your projects and our Rotary
club is looking forward to your
KHOSLQJXVVHOOUDIÁHWLFNHWVDW
the Christmas Market in aid of
charities supported by Rotary.”

:R UO G3R OLR ' D\
Sue and Michael Ginn

Sue & Mike Ginn
(continued from Page 3)
/RRNDWWKHGHÀQLWLRQRIDEOH

– powerful,
intelligent,
skilful, talented,
resourceful.
That’s what I
really am – all
those things. I
am able in a
different way.

you have a disability, knowing
WKDW\RXDUHQRWGHÀQHGE\LWLV
the sweetest feeling..
 Anne was appointed an MBE in
2014 in recognition of her sporting
success and life achievements.
 63 members attended this
Rotary Tri-club event and over £900
was raised for End Polio Now.

You must never give up. When

Some of our Members supporting the event - Ed, Ben, Les, Keith
Page 12
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%LOOHULFD\)XQ:DON%RQXV

s reported previously
our participation in
the annual Fun Walk
at Barleylands Farm in September raised over £1600 in
sponsorship money.

MP John Baron
Sums It Up Thanks A Million!

8QLTXHEHQHÀWRIWKLVHYHQW
is the Bonus Pot. Each year John
Baron, MP, persuades local businesses to sponsor the walk and
their generosity creates a Bonus
Pot which is distributed amongst
the Fun Walkers’ charities in proportion to the money raised.

Generous Support
This year’s Trust Bonus Pot presentation was on November 22 at

Anisha Grange and attended by
President Ben, and Past President
Peter Greene. John praised the
assembled representatives from
this year’s participating local
charities for their generosity in
providing such great support.

their individual sponsorship.
After group photographs,
the charity representatives
collected their cheques,
which in our case was for a
massive £820.
John Baron was on hand to
greet each charity as they left
ZLWKWKHLUFKHTXHVIRUDÀQH
photo opportunity.

He said “The 2019 Fun Walk
has been another huge success
and brings the money raised
for good causes since 2002 to
over £1,169,000.” He also
thanked all the volunteers
and all the past and present
bonus pot sponsors.

What a Bonus!
This year the Bonus Pot
exceeded £35,000, so each
participant received a bonus
payment of 50% on top of

7KH0D\ÁRZHU6WRU\ FRQWLQXHG
(continued from page 9)
ilk in Leiden. So begins the story
to be continued of dates, sailing
hazards and bravery and illness
that savaged and threatened to
destroy their venture.
More too later of Christopher

2ULJLQDO0D\ÁRZHU

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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Martin’s involvement and how
our town as we know it today
as Billericay, played a very small
EXWVLJQLÀFDQWSDUW´,WZDVD
hamlet. Within the area of Great
Burstead, “Julian said.

Next issue: Getting there –
where they sailed from; breakdowns and hazards; the native
American who spoke English;
the demise of Christopher
Martin and his family.

Persecution
“Christopher Martin was a selfmade man. He became a rich
landowner, owned properties in
and around Billericay – not least
in what is now the High Street
– and became involved with the
local sheep industry. He was a
stubborn man, like so many at
the time, who could not accept
the religious persecution of the
time. His view was shared by
many and the Pilgrim Fathers
were born.”
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t
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%HDXVROHLO3HUVRQDO+LJKOLJKWV
café. Our table already set, paper
From The
place settings in place, outside
Dining OUT
the window and adjacent to the
Ridiculous
road! First reaction, turn and
With Sabina
walk away. Too late, our host
And Piggy On Sabina spotted us and beckoned To The Sublime
The Table

A

fter a thrilling Double
Triangular Tour we stayed
in glorious Antibes and
wanted to end with a fantastic,
no expense-spared dinner, so we
turned to Trip Advisor for help.
We speedily decided on the sixth
best restaurant out of 344 with
768 rave reviews. Romagna Mia
says it all! They can’t all be fake,
can they? We were compelled to
book to avoid disappointment.
We met in our beautiful hotel
room (lucky us!) for a snifter to
start the evening and chose to
walk as it was a beautiful warm
summer’s evening. Google Maps
provided the exact directions.

Taking care, since there was a
ÁRZRIWUDIÀFDQGWKHXELTXLtous scream of moped scooters.
Slightly quicker than expected
we spotted the restaurant ahead.
“YOU HAVE REACHED YOUR
DESTINATION!”

Pavement Delights
Somewhat surprised, our chosen
restaurant turned out to be a
small, almost takeaway, pavement
Page 14
P

us to sit down!!

Hard to describe what happened
next. Sabina was a vibrant, excited Italian lady with an enthusiasm
for life. She enthralled us with
her very life existence, including
how she met her “very sporty”
partner who we tried to commit
to marriage at the end of our
meal. She enthused about her
home-made pasta, which was delicious, she brought along a bottle
bag for the wine to our table. On
opening the bag, the bag proceeded to sing. She did too and,
with a toss back her head, her
partner (Fabio the chef) joined
her for a smoochy dance on the
pavement before us and we were
compelled to sing along too.

Almost Wet
Ourselves!
Before persuading us to enchant
ourselves with
her home-made
tiramisu she
placed what
appeared to be
a toy pig on the
table which also
danced and recorded and mimicked her voice. We almost wet
ourselves, in gales of laughter and
couldn’t believe the evening we’d
KDG7RÀQLVKZLWKKHUKRPHmade limoncello seemed like a
dream but one that had come
true!
$IDQWDVWLFÀQDOHWRDSHUIHFWVWD\
in Cote D’Azur, and just what we
set out for…..
By Keith Wood

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

A

fter our ice-cold rain
and mud in Iceland
when we met our American friends the week before,
we were really looking forward
to warm sunshine and meeting
all our Rotary colleagues on
the French Riviera!

Highs And Lows
Hotel:Very clean and kept that
way. Staff and service are great.
But there are challenges - the
double bed is up against the wall.
Imagine sidling sideways pressed
against the wall to get in, and
getting out is a real challenge!
No spare electrical sockets. We
have to unplug the TV but that
socket is so high up on the wall
so anything plugged in dangles
from a height. No shower rack
to put the soap or shampoo, etc.
Everyone has their own way of
coping with this.
([FXUVLRQV: Fantastic!
Picturesque villages of St. Paul de
Vence and Eze, and the visit to
Foundation Maeght, a modern
art centre with examples of
Miro, Braque, Picasso Barbara
Hepworth, Chagall etc. inside and
spread throughout the gardens.
There is a special Miro exhibition
dominating the interior of the
Gallery. Perhaps only a true
delight for art lovers.
Home Hosting : Delights again.
Hospitality and friendship at
Jean-Michel and Silvie’s home.
They are very elegant and have
DQLQÀQLW\SRRORQWKHSDWLR
and of course, more food and
lots of it, accompanied by yet
PRUHGULQN&RQYHUVDWLRQÁRZV
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%HDXVROHLO3HUVRQDO+LJKOLJKWV
ladies and musicians formed
a procession,
singing and
dancing along the
seafront. Fortune
had smiled on us!

(continued from page 14)
easily in a mixture of French,
English and Italian between
us, Mike and Liz, two from the
Ovada Rotary club, and Alain and
Marie-Ellen from Beausoleil .

Business for Some
While Malcolm and Les are
delegated to promote our Club’s
Ciamanda project at the “Presidents’ Business Meeting” at the
“Hippocampe Club”, we visit the
nearby town of Menton.

Back at the “Hippocampe” we
catch up on the
news of Malcolm
and Les’s success in getting an
all-clubs support for our project.
Something really good comes
from these reunions !

By this time, having been to the
Joan Miro exhibition the week
before I was becoming somewhat bemused by so-called
“works of art “which required a
vivid imagination to even realise
what they might be.

Squiggle And Straight Line

$ÀQDOH[FKDQJHRIWKDQNV
promises to meet next year
in Karlshamn, Sweden, before
Wendy, Sue, Malcolm, and I, head
off to dance on the bridge at
Avignon … or not! But that’s
another story.
By Peter Greene

Abstract art –
a case of
bemusement?

We observe the French at
leisure, then wander into the
old town. Drawn by the bells
we head up to the church to be
surprised by throngs of people of
all ages, some in colourful local
costume, bearing small baskets of
ÁRZHUV7KHUHZHUHDOVRFKXUFK
personnel in ceremonial robes.

Mike Sinclair discovers
Picasso but prefers the
Old Town buzz

Today is the feast of Saint Michel
and they are carrying his statue
and singing as they place it back
in its position in the church.
Everyone went down the hill
to the sea front. The costumed

hen in a country
where art abounds,
how much can you
take in and absorb, whether as
an art buff or just “being there”?
But, then can you resist Picasso!

W

Keith and Gill,
and Liz and I,
made plans on
the Wednesday
to visit the nearby Picasso Museum in the Old
Town of Antibes.
Despite arriving
at 10.00am, the
opening time
advertised, we
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

had to wait ten minutes to be
allowed in.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

However, after a while I warmed
to his style and expressions
which were helped by the printed notes on the walls next to the
pictures. I admired the succinct
use of language as much as the
works themselves. My favourite
was “the economy of strokes”
used to explain a squiggle and a
straight line.
When we had completed our
viewing, we decided to visit
another nearby work on display
overlooking the marina. The
structure was a head made up
of different capital letters which
was large enough to walk inside.
Photo opportunities abounded
had it not been for the man who
parked his rented bike in front of
the structure and sat down and
ate his sandwiches. None of the
art we had seen however, could
surpass the buzz and atmosphere
of the Old Town.
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t

Page 15
P

O

%LOOHULFD\5RWDU\&OXE&OXE

ur 100 Club Draw was
greeted with much
acclaim and some
laughter as the winners were
announced at the Charter Lunch.
The winners were: Peter Strong
£100, Steve Dodge £75, John
Bader £50, Bill West £25.
Organiser Roger Kettle believes
it can and must go forward. He
says: “One of the objectives of
Rotary Clubs like ourselves is
to raise money for deserving
charities on an international,
national, and local basis. Every
penny we raise goes directly to
the charity we are supporting –
no middle men or unnecessary
administration
“The 100 Club does all this but
with an important difference.
We ask people to join our 100
Club and make a contribution
of £5 per unit /per quarter for
one unit. 50% of the money we
collect goes to the charity and
50% goes back in prizes. So for

charities you also have the
chance four times a year of
winning one of the cash prizes.
Considering our membership
numbers and manpower
requirements, it is how we can
raise funds for our Club charities
and implement alternative
initiatives i.e. Christmas Market,
Concerts, Soapbox Derby, etc.

Join Us And
Call A Friend!
as little as £5 per quarter you
can support charities such as:
St Lukes Hospice, Little Haven,
Water Aid, Eradication of Polio,
Essex Air Ambulance or aid
to disaster zones caused by
earthquakes/tsunamis etc. with
Shelter Box or Aquabox.”

Cash Prizes
Roger adds: “As well as
supporting these worthwhile

At our recent Charter Lunch
President Ben said the 100 Club
has been going since 2005 and
so far has raised in excess of
£15,000. I thank our 100 Club
members for their support but
would appeal to you:
“If you know of anyone, family,
friends, work colleagues, that you
believe would be interested in
supporting this type of charity
fund raising, please ask them to
sign the 100 Club Application
Form and return it to me. It will
greatly help our Club’s charitable
causes.”

Something to Brighten Your Day
Birthday Congratulations to Margaret Fowler (January 24).
5RWDU\&OXERI%LOOHULFD\²)XWXUH
&OXE0HHWLQJVDQG(YHQWV
Location - Reids Billericay
:HPHHWRQ
0RQGD\VDW
IRU
,IWKHUHLVDÀIWK
Monday in the
month, please
check the website
for information.

Reids, 66-68 Laindon Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LD Tel: +44 1277 632378
'HF
Lindsay Hurrell - “Re-Cycle”
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'HF
Partners’ Christmas Lunch
'HF(11.30-12.30)
Joint Services Meeting & Club Council
'HF
Business Meeting
'HF
Christmas - No Meeting
'HF
New Year - No Meeting
-DQ
Rev. Rob Cadman - New Year Message
'DWHV)RU<RXU'LDU\
'HF

&KULVWPDV0DUNHW 0D\ÁRZHU
'HF
Partners’ Christmas Lunch
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“I get all my exercise walking behind funerals of my friends who have died from jogging” - Peter O’Toole
“He has no enemies but is intensely disliked by his friends” - Oscar Wilde

Rotary Club of Billericay

News

November 2019

60th. Charter Anniversary Supplement

November 2019

Sixty Glorious Years Our Proud Record

The Lord Petre, President Ben Clarke,
& District Governor Pauline Dean

1959 – 2019 A Sentimental Journey
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1959 – 2019 A Sentimental Journey

R

otary Club Charter lunches are memorable, and
joyous. Seldom sentimental.

For our 60th Anniversary Charter Lunch, attended by 70 plus at
the Magic Mushroom on October 26, we endorsed all three.
We always suspected Ben Clarke
would opt to be President for a
third time this 60th year.
Why not? After all, as he happily
points out: “I am the only Founder Member left.” Which is not
surprising since Ben made ninety
this year and as he told everyone
in paying tribute to Secretary
Ed Harrison: “ Ed has been an
enormous help to me. He was
Secretary in my Golden Year,
Secretary for my Diamond Year
and I hope will be robust enough
for my Platinum Year.”

Lifetime of Friendship
Sixty years is a long time in any
language. Ask my dear wife, Jan
who has suffered me for 59 of

We Recall And
Celebrate
Sixty Glorious
Years
them so far. Seriously, Ben, in
toasting the guests, said: “It is
very emotional for me to stand
here today with all my friends,
but, you see, that has been the
point. I have been friends for sixty years – a lifetime of friendship.
“In 1958, Chelmsford Rotary
Club invited Felix Rothon, Patrick’s father, to form a Rotary
Club in Billericay and I was one
of the lucky ones to be invited to
form an interim Rotary Club in
1959. We received our Charter
that year and Rotary has been a
large part of my life ever since.”
Historical time; historical names
as Ben added: “Few can remember Rotary that far back. One is
Sylvia Hathaway whose husband
Bob was a Founder Member, but
sadly, Sylvia can’t be here today.
“I must mention those who left

a mark on the Club and myself.
Mr Rotary himself, Frank Rilstone whose history of our Club
was useful in preparing today’s
Charter Lunch, my headmaster
Walter Rigby who delighted on
caning me but we became good
friends and our Members who
have served on District, two as
District Governors and the likes
of Christabel and Peter who
encouraged overseas visitors – a
tradition we have carried on.”

Good Causes
In reviewing the present and
future, Ben cited our successes
LQWKHÀHOGRIFKDULW\DQGJRRG
causes: water aid with the current borehole project by Malcolm and Margaret in Ciamanda,
Kenya, our four years of spectacular success with the Soapbox
Derby, now to be continued by
RXUGDXJKWHU0D\ÁRZHU&OXE
Mike Sinclair’s work with the Rotakids of Quilters and Buttsbury
schools and the service clubs,
Round Table, Lions and other
Rotary who have aided us.
“It has been a pleasure and a
privilege to be President on this
our
(continued on Page 4)

Guests
3UHVLGHQW%HQPDGHVSHFLDOPHQWLRQRIÀYHODGLHVSUHVHQWZKRVH
husbands were Club Members: Alison Deakin, Ellen Winford, Kathryn
Burton, Daphne Allen and Janet Mudd. Top table guests were Past DG
John Banks and his wife Maureen, DG Pauline Dean & husband Terry,
Honorary Member, The Lord Petre, David Eagles and his wife Jane,
<YRQQH.\QGW3UHVLGHQW5RWDU\&OXERI%LOOHULFD\0D\ÁRZHU*DUHWK
Olive of Billericay Round Table and Gurwinder; President John Bellringer of the Lions Club of Billericay and Margaret, Richard Leahy and
Tony Sprackling and their wives.
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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A Sentimental Journey (continued)
Minutes of the original Charter meeting

(continued from Page 3)
60th anniversary and I thank all
of you for being here to celebrate such an occasion.”

“Where were you? “The famous
question. “I had just bought

P.D.G . John Banks
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D.G . Pauline
District Governor Pauline Dean
extended greetings from District
1240 and replied on behalf of the
guests. Past District Governor,
John Banks, struck chords with
everyone with his humorous talk:
“September 1959 – A Date To
Remember”

The Charter presentation took place in the Masonic
Hall, Hutton, on Monday November 2, 1959.
The Charter, signed by the President of Rotary
International, Harold Thomas, Secretary George
Means, President of R.I.B.I. Harry Shaw, and Secretary
5RQ:RUGOH\RQ6HSWHPEHUZDVWKHÀUVW
presented by Tom Hill as District Chairman.
The Right Revd. Tom Cashmore, Past President
of R.I.B.I. welcomed the Club. “Rotary fellowship
pledges us to work together in service to man, ideals
are good but they must be translated into action.
a BSA moWe must begin in the club by Members being in
tor-bike.
complete fellowship - breaking down all barriers in
Young lad,
the name of good will and fellowship.
drove it too
fast to what I The Toast to the Rotary Club of Billericay was
though was a proposed by Bert Raven and Felix Rothon made the
bend. In fact, a response. Vice-President Frank Rilstone proposed
cross-roads. I the toast to visitor Rotarians to which the President
of Chelmsford, E.R. Sorrell, and Rotarian Sir Eric
hit the road,
Edwards, of East Ham, replied.
passed out
Fifteen clubs of District 108 were represented, two
and woke up
to see a vicar from District 113, and one from 109.
staring down
tion of which you are great supat me – the driver of the car
porters. And End Polio – wonwith which I had collided.
derful support since you began
it in 1981. Your Soapbox Derby
Car Park – Once A Coal
has raised more than £120,000
Yard
ZKLOH0D\ÁRZHU&OXE·V&KULVW“Ended up in hospital, operaPDV0DUNHWFRQWLQXHVWRÁRXULVK
tion, metal rods in my legs and
Billericay is a very lucky town
with the pop songs of the time
to have so many service clubs
bursting my ears; ‘Here Comes
working for the community.”
Summer’, ‘Living Doll’, “Young
John presented President Ben
Love”.... remember them? Russia
launched the sputnik; Eisenhower with two citations marking the
Club’s 60th anniversary; one for
became US President. Locally, St
Ben personally and one for the
Andrews Hospital was still there
Club. Ben said: “On behalf of
and the station car park was a
myself and the Club, I thank you
coal-yard “
and am most honoured.”
Of the present,
he said: “What
a marvellous
contribution the
Rotary clubs in
Billericay have
made. Friendships forged
in the US and
Europe through
Rotary Founda-

