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President’s Message
Still Winning Despite All The Odds

y second message of the
year, and our activities
write it themselves.

In This Issue

Bad News, Good News
We had hopes of returning to
more regular meetings face-toface as restrictions were eased
and Covid-19 cases and mortality
rates persistently dropped across
the country. But the bad news
was that those same hopes
were dashed as cases started to
rise and some of the scheduled
easing measures were postponed.
Now in mid-August good news
as the easing is happening again
except where special local
measures have proved necessary.
Bad news is that our meeting
location at Reids in Laindon
Road, has not survived the
lockdown and will not be
opening up again. We will have
WRÀQGVRPHZKHUHFRPSOHWHO\
new for when we restart faceto-face meetings. Keith Wood is
looking for locations which might
suit and arranging to collect all
our regalia etc.
The Club discussed and voted
to accept a temporary change
to our meeting day if this was
QHHGHGWRÀQGDSODFHZHZDQW
as long as can revert to our
normal day in the near future.

Times Change!
This month has another 75th
anniversary, this time of VJ Day
- Victory against Japan. Our
thoughts turn to all those
thousands of allied servicemen
who gave their lives to protect
our country during those darkest
of days.
As we all know our Norman
Wilson was a pilot in WWII and
HQGHGWKHZDUÁ\LQJ6XQGHUODQGV
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in the Far East. Norman
reminisces in a separate report
on page 9, which features his
story as reported on VJ75+1 in
the Times. We have a photo of
WKH6XQGHUODQG)O\3DVWDWWKH
VXUUHQGHULQ6LQJDSRUHZLWK
Norman in one of the planes.
As usual, our Foundation
& International Chairman’s
(Malcolm Acors) son-in-law,
Mark ‘Disco’ Discombe, as
commander of the Battle
of Britain Memorial Flight,
SDUWLFLSDWHGLQÁ\SDVWVWR
commemorate the day, and
contributes some stunning
images of their performance.

Progress
$VZHKHDUGDWWKH6HUYLFHVDQG
Business Meetings, our three Task
Forces are up and running and
making progress.
 Membership - we have agreed
a new format of weekly meetings,
one evening meeting a month on
Zoom
 Crowdfunding - the Borehole
well project has been accepted
into Global Giving’s Accelerator
3URJUDPDQG
 Virtual Fundraising - opportuQLWLHVDUHEHLQJLGHQWLÀHG
We all look forward to what

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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these teams can bring for us.

Distinguished Guests
We had the pleasure of
welcoming our District
Governor, and our Assistant
Governor, to our meeting on
August 10. DG Keith’s talk was
impressive and helpful, and we
trust he takes a good impression
away with him. It was very
thoughtful of him to start by
FRQJUDWXODWLQJRXUQHZ3+)V+H
feels we punch above our weight
for a small club and hopes to
visit us in person later in his year.
+HLVDOZD\VYHU\ZHOFRPH

Welcome
We welcome our 21st member,
Brain Wellman, who transfers to
us from Basildon Concord. Brian
has been a long-term friend of
this Club and helped us at many
RIRXU6RDSER['HUELHV+HZLOO
be a great asset to our Club.

In conclusion
Roger continues to seek new
UHFUXLWVWRRXU&OXE6RPH
success is being achieved and
the prize money will have to
increase!

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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The Gift of Rotary
RI Director Elect
Nicki Scott
Gives Inspiring
Zoom Talk.
Thank You,
Colchester!

T

KHWZR3HWHUV 6WURQJ
and Greene) attended the
Tuesday August 4 meeting
of Colchester Club as representatives of our Club. No social distancing rules broken - it was held
on Zoom, a total of 62 attendees
including twenty guests, Of these,
VL['LVWULFW*RYHUQRUV²3'*V
-RKQ%DQNV6WDQ.HOOHU,DQ
0F0HHNDQ/HVOH\6XOOH\3DXOLQH
Dean and DG Keith Brownlie,
and many familiar faces. Those
who missed it, missed a great
treat.

FEMALE - Not Just A
Gender

An example: “I followed my
husband to Los Angeles, to do
his MBA, but I felt I had lost my
identity. On subsequently moving to Chicago, I found I was a
Formerly Employed Mother
At a Loose End – a FEMALE!
6R,MRLQHGDORFDORUJDQLVDWLRQRI
that name where I found opportunities to lead and network.
This opened doors to work.”

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
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Share The Rotary Gift
“Rotary has been the “Gift of My
Life,” and enabled me to meet
people all over the world, many
of whom are friends, not just
acquaintances, and a huge gift to
my family” she said.

1LFNL6FRWWLQFRPLQJ  
RI Director for Rotary GB&I,
MRLQHG5RWDU\LQWKH86$EXWLV
now back in the UK, a member
of the North Cotswold Club,
Glocs. and an inspiring speaker.

It was in Chicago that she was
invited to join the Rotary Club

RI1DSHUYLOOH6XQULVHLQ

6KHMRLQHGIRUWKHQHWZRUNLQJ
and is a strong advocate of
WKLVDVDEHQHÀWRI5RWDU\6KH
points out: “This was one of
WKHPDMRUUHDVRQV3DXO+DUULV
IRUPHG5RWDU\LQWKHÀUVWSODFH
and is the reason behind the
original “one trade per Club”
limit - Rotary members would
ÀQGRQHPHPEHUWRPHHWWKHLU
business and private needs in any
area where they needed help.”
“How to get new members?
6KDUHRXURZQ5RWDU\VWRU\

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

– people don’t like to be sold
something. They like to be the
buyer. We shouldn’t try to force
Rotary on them, but we can
interest and intrigue by telling
our own story of why we joined,
and what gift we have had from
that decision. To whom can we
give that “Gift of Rotary”?
“We feared the worst from
the Pandemic, but as Winston
Churchill said “Never waste a
good crisis” … and we haven’t.
In fact, the number of Rotarians
lost in a year is at an all-time
low. Clubs have embraced
on-line meetings and there are
many instances of Rotarians
joining club meetings in different
Districts and indeed, different
countries all over the world.
“At your June District Assembly
(continued on Page 4)
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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The Gift of Rotary (continued)

(continued from page 3)
ZKHUH,VSRNH+ROJHU.QDDFN
WKHQHZ3UHVLGHQWRI5RWDU\
International also attended and
spoke. That would never have
happened without Zoom being
adopted so readily by our Clubs”

Be Open, Not Closed
In the Q & A which followed, she
addressed many items, including:
 Be open, not operate behind
closed doors. Invite non-mem-

bers to meetings with good
speakers, or when interesting
projects are being discussed
 The Rotary Motto – yes she
was sympathetic that it shouldn’t
change every year, “In fact, I feel
the annual change of Rotary
Leadership is an “interruption”
in continuity towards progress in
Rotary and we should seriously
consider extending the tenure of
leadership positions.”
 0XOWL'LVWULFW3(7V²VKHZDV

strongly in favour that the benHÀWVRIVKDUHGH[SHULHQFHDQG
knowledge outweighed the costs,
 6DWHOOLWH&OXEV´'RQ·WWU\WR
keep Members in your Club if
they want to leave – you don’t
raise children only to lock them
up and stop them leaving home!”
 *OREDO6WXG\([FKDQJH
&RQÀUPHG5RWDU\LVORRNLQJDW
whether it could be restarted as
a virtual event.

A Proud History
 Graduated from Exeter
8QLYHUVLW\DQGMRLQHG.30*LQ
'DUOLQJWRQIRUÀYH\HDUV
 Met her husband, from
Zambia, there. They later moved
to Los Angeles for her husband’s
MBA, but her visa did not enable
her to work.
 Became, in her own words, a
FEMALE, as described above in
the main story.
 The family moved to Chicago,
where she started her own
business and joined Rotary.
Page 4

 6KHLVDSDVW3UHVLGHQWRI
the Naperville Club and has led
community service projects,
chaired fund-raisers and hosted
<RXWK([FKDQJHDQG*6(7HDP
Members from other countries.
6KHLVDSDVW$*DQG3'*
 As Director of International
6HUYLFHVKHVSHDUKHDGHGD
humanitarian project in Zambia,
Africa seizing the opportunity to
visit her husband’s home country
with him and her son,13, and
daughter, 11, a visit that had a

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

huge impact on them all.
 “It cemented the ideals of
global projects and being a
citizen of the world, in myself
and all my family,” she said.
 6KHKDVDOVRMRLQHGWKH
polio immunisation efforts in
India in 2012 and is a dedicated
VXSSRUWHURI(QG3ROLR1RZ
 Now back in the UK
where she continues to be an
HQWUHSUHQHXUDQG5RWDULDQ6KH
joined the meeting from her
kitchen in the Cotswolds!

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Opening Rotary Doors of Opportunity
IHPDOH5,3UHVLGHQWLQ
Our DG’s
– Jennifer Jones.” (Members
may recall she was a speaker at
Zoom Visit
the 2018 RotaryGBI conference

T

here were two Firsts for
members on August 10 –
RXUÀUVWHYHUDGGUHVVRQ
Zoom by an incoming District
*RYHUQRUDQGWKHÀUVW'*WR
KDLOIURPWKH+DOVWHDG&OXE

and was very impressive – Peter)
“I would like eight new Clubs,
one to be a Rotaract Club,
another an e-Club.”

Pursue Crowdfunding

A case of acclamation all round
as Keith Brownie introduced
himself to Zoom applause by
members and then congratulated
RXUIRXUQHZ3+)V/HV0DUJDret, Mike and Keith,
+HHFKRHGZKDWSDVW'*V
have said: “I admire you.You
are a small club punching above
your weight”. And added some
famous words of the late Bruce
Forsyth which must remain
discreetly within the Club.

Borehole praise
6WLOOLQSUDLVHKHDGGHG´,ORYH
your Borehole project. My Club,
+DOVWHDGKDGD PSOXVEHTXHVW
IRUVXE6DKDUDQZDWHUSURMHFWV
&RQWDFW3UHVLGHQW$OLVRQ
Farrugia to see if you can access
this bequest for your project. “

+HXUJHG´7UDLQLQJLVNH\²
use the on-line facilities and
SXUVXH&URZGIXQGLQJWRÀQG
new donors.”
Keith’s other main theme is: Get
Rotary Noticed.
 &OXEVLQWKHVDPHDUHDVDPH
town to work together.
 All Clubs to develop a 3-5
year plan to ensure there is
DJUHHGVXFFHVVLRQIRU3UHVLGHQW
6HFUHWDU\HWFDQGWKHGLUHFWLRQ
the Club wants to go. District
already leading the way with DG,
DGE, DGN, DGNN
 +HOSRXUFRPPXQLWLHV
3DUWLFXODUO\WKHHOGHUPHPEHUV
 Foundation – like many
charities, support has tailed off
 (QG3ROLR1RZ+HWROGKRZ
QHZ5,3UHVLGHQW+ROJHU.QDDFN
PHW3DNLVWDQ3UHVLGHQW,PUDQ
.KDQDQGKHKDGJRWWKH3DNLVWDQ
army to actively support the End
3ROLRFDPSDLJQ,IVXFFHVVIXOWKLV
would leave Afghanistan as the
only country with “wild” polio.
+HZDQWVDOO&OXEVWRKROGD

Keith with Nessie & Angus
TXL]LQIDYRXURI(VVH[DQG+HUWV
Air Ambulance. They will provide
the questions

Tea Party With Nessie
+HDVNHG&OXEVWRVXSSRUWWKH
‘Nessie challenge’. . .What is that?
+ROGDFKLOGUHQ·V7HD3DUW\
with Nessie as a mascot to
raise funds for Foundation.
7KHUHLVDFKLOGUHQ·VFRORXULQJ
writing challenge to support
this, involving Nessie, Angus the
bagpipe player and Jock the dog.
And a children’s competition
– write the best story of how
Nessie got from Loch Ness to
Essex. Finally, he said: “Next
\HDU·V3(76ZLOOEHPXOWL'LVWULFW
²SXWDVLGH WRSD\IRU
it.” and announced the joint
2020-21 and 2021-2022 District
Conference with DGE Dave
Eagles on June 25-27 2021 at Five
Lakes Resort.

Membership is high on Keith’s
2020-21 aims list. “It’s about
three open doors”, he said.
“Not Ladies, Mens and Disabled
loo doors, but Rotary Opens
Opportunities. I am keen to
increase diversity, especially to
have more ladies joining. Great
1HZVWKDWZHZLOOKDYHRXUÀUVW
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t
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Your Carriage Awaits – Hoist Me Up Please!
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S p e a ke r ’s C o r n e r
Your Carriage Awaits – Hoist Me Up Please!

F

RUGHFDGHV3ULQFH3KLOOLS
has been seen as the icon of
carriage driving, thrills and
spills, international competition
and the occasional suggestions
of something more in newspaper
columns. But, although now
in his late 90’s, he carries on
UHJDUGOHVVGHÀDQWO\GHFODULQJ
KLPVHOIÀWDQGDEOHDOEHLWDURXQG
WKHJURXQGVRI6DQGULQJKDP

 6SHFLDOLVWULGLQJ²QRZ)DUP
has coaches and hand-trained
horses
 Attention to what she
described as: “Complex needs
for driving and riding”
 Farm now has approximately
130 riders, 12 drivers and
FDWHUVIRUDJHVEHWZHHQÀYH
DQGVL[W\ 6KHFLWHGDODGQDPHG
Curtis who, while suffering,
had remained supple thanks
to the hoisting facilities and
Emma, wheelchair-bound with
cerebral palsy, who can now,
thanks to therapy, ride on her
own once hoisted on board.
Karen said:” Our aim is to
WU\WRSURYLGHIXQÀWQHVV
IULHQGVKLSDQGIXOÀOPHQW
DQGLQVSLUHFRQÀGHQFHDQG
independence.”

Some facts:
Mark - Out Driving
Not exactly how those disabled
and disadvantaged riders who
have a similar opportunity at the
%DUURZ)DUP6FKRROIRU5LGLQJ
and Carriage Driving For The
Disabled might see it, as trustee
Karen Lehner explained when
she kindly joined us at our Zoom
meeting on August 3.

Barrow Farm established 44
years ago by the Mitchell family
RDA celebrated 50th
anniversary in 2019
 Farm normally has 90
volunteers, teenagers and retired
people, a week
 25% have a disability of their
own
 +DYHFUHDWHGDZRRGODQG

Barrow Farm has long been
a chosen community charity
for our Club and Karen has
frequently attended in person at
RXUOXQFKHV6KHLVDUHIUHVKLQJ
entertaining and informative
speaker. Zoom changed nothing.

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

path to enable rides-out. Also, a
musical ride programme.
 Interacting now with
more adults and established
programme with Glenwood
VFKRRO%HQÁHHWWRHQFRXUDJH
interaction
 Now have 40 adults, parents
and carers. who also ride for
joy, safety, support, exercise and
peace and quiet

What Does It All Cost?
Major grants from National
Lottery and County Land
Association had helped them
to keep going. Operations cost
DURXQG DZHHNEXW
donations from associations
such as Rotary Clubs like ours
were still vital.
“I thank you for letting me talk
to you today and for all your
kind support.”

)XQ)LWQHVV$QG)XOÀOPHQW
6KHHQOLJKWHQHGXVZLWKWKLV
synopsis of updated news with
an excellent screen presentation.
 Carriage Driving: Facilities,
Riders,Volunteers

Hoist facility for Major Assistance

My favourite part of the week,
It makes me Feel So Happy

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

Foundation and International
Chairman, Malcolm Acors, a
long term supporter of this
Charity, made the Vote of
Thanks.
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t

Page 7
P

S p e a ke r ’s C o r n e r
Into The Unknown : A Whole New World
IUHH]LQJZKHQZHOHIW+HDWKURZ
Mike Ginn
ZLWK6XH·VSDUHQWVZDYLQJXV
RIIKRXUVÁLJKWLQD9&WR
Relates A
6LQJDSRUH6WRSRYHUVDW5RPH
Karachi, Colombo, Kuala Lumpur
Tale Of
DQGÀQDOO\6LQJDSRUH
Romance And 6DPHMRXUQH\WRGD\²KRXUV
Rome was colder than London;
Adventure
Karachi only 55 F. During

Y

ou have recently married
\RXUEOXVKLQJEULGH6XH
6KHKDVQ·WFHOHEUDWHGKHU
21st birthday. It’s November
1967 and the call comes to
journey into the unknown,
Romance, adventure and a new
beginning – it might have come
straight from a Barbara Cartland
novel. This is a tale worth the
telling as Mike Ginn did when he
addressed us on August 24.

´,ZDVDJHGZRUNLQJIRU6KHOO
6XGGHQO\,ZDVVHQWWR%UXQHLDV
a computer programmer in the
oil exploration effort. Brunei?
Where was that? “We searched
the map - it’s a conclave in
6DUDZDNLQ%RUQHR

Married for a few weeks – I
ZDQWHG6XHWRKDYHKHUELUWKGD\
with her parents. We left the
next day for the other side of the
world, a new life in the unknown.

It Ain’t Half Hot, Mum!
“Neither of us had ever travelled
outside the UK. Late January,
Page 8
P

o

refuelling, I stood in shirtsleeves
in the VC10 doorway when a
3DNLVWDQLFDPHXSWKHVWDLUVLQ
overcoat and a scarf. We looked
at each other in disbelief.
“Colombo was much warmer,
82oF. We sat drinking pineapple
juice under a palm tree. Big
mistake - we had the screaming
squits afterwards. Then there
were the Buddhist monks in
orange robes boarding the plane.
2QWR6LQJDSRUHDQGWKHQ.RWD
Kinabalu (where the heck is
WKDW" LQ6DEDK VHHPDS EHIRUH
6KHOO·VFRUSRUDWHSODQHÁHZXV
into Brunei.

2LOÀHOG2Q)LUH

“Culture shock is an
XQGHUVWDWHPHQW,QVKRUW6KHOO
GLVFRYHUHGWKH6HULDRLOÀHOG
in 1929; it was overrun by the
Japanese in 1942, who set it on
ÀUHZKHQWKH\OHIW

air-conditioning but no television
(although some expats could
JHW&RURQDWLRQ6WUHHWUHFRUGHG
in Britain and sent out). We
couldn’t phone home; telegrams
or Aerograms to both parents;
supposedly crocodiles in the
nearby river but we never saw
RQH6QDNHV"-XVWRQHGHDGRQH
“No life for a wife. Nothing to
GRH[FHSWKDYHEDELHV6XHIHOO
pregnant and produced our son,
we are so proud of him. That
year, nine out of ten wives in our
road had babies.

The oil exploration is a chapter
on its own. Discovering nothing
LQODQG6KHOOHYHQWXDOO\GULOOHGRIIshore and found oil and natural
gas in “fabulous quantities”.
“Brunei is a Muslim state.
Different laws, respect their
different ways. Christians could
worship but not evangelise.
+RPHZDVDQHOHYDWHGWLPEHU
bungalow, basic but comfortable;

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

“I solved a number of engineering problems and had unbelievable job satisfaction - such as I
never experienced since”.
Judgement on Brunei in 1968-70:

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

(continued on Page 11)
www.billericayrotary.org
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VJ Day – Our Man Makes News Again

M

embers will all know
that one of our still
active members, Norman
Wilson, now 97, was a renowned
SLORWRI6XQGHUODQGDLUFUDIWLQ
WWII. Norman spent the last
year of the war in the Far East.

Flight Lieutenant Norman Wilson
still remembers the roar of the
6XQGHUODQGÁ\LQJERDWKHÁHZWR
deadly effect in the closing days of
the Second World War.

Norman says: “ What members
may not know, and only some
may recall me telling the Club,
is an incident at the end of the
war when I almost personally
accepted the Japanese surrender.
The story is about my wartime
experiences but it bears repetition and is obviously now nationwide, since it was repeated in the
Times the day after the VJ Day
75th Anniversary.”
We are proud to republish the article here in full,
by kind permission of The
Times.
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

He and fellow crew members from
209 Squadron were among the last
to attack enemy shipping in the
South China Sea when they sank a
“sugar dog” freighter and a supply
barge on August 11, 1945, four
days before the Japanese surrender.
Mr Wilson, 98, who lives near
Chelmsford in Essex, believes that
he is the last survivor of the crew
and the last living witness to the
damage that Short Sunderland
aircraft could do.
0U:LOVRQÁHZD6XQGHUODQGÁ\LQJ
boat.

Escaped Death Twice
He is one of three brothers who beFDPHSLORWVDQGWZRWRÁ\PLVVLRQV
over enemy lines. “My story is not
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

one of great heroics, just of what
happened to a typical volunteer
doing what he was told for the war
effort,” he said.
Mr Wilson, who escaped death
on at least two occasions, almost
EHFDPHWKHÀUVWSHUVRQWRDFFHSW
the surrender of Japanese troops in
Singapore.
The surrender was formally accepted by Lord Mountbatten, Supreme
Allied Commander South East Asia,
on September 12, but Mr Wilson
had arrived three days earlier.
´2QRXUDUULYDODW6HOHWDUÁ\LQJ
boat base at Singapore, and being
SRVVLEO\WKHYHU\ÀUVWWKHUHZH
were transported ashore by a JapaQHVHFUHZERDW$-DSDQHVHRIÀFHU
wanted to surrender his samurai
sword to me. Stupidly, I refused it
and told him to report to the docks
where Lord Mountbatten would
(continued on page 10)
www.billericayrotary.org

Page 9

VJ Day – Our Man (continued)
+LVÀUVWEUXVKZLWK
death came on April
20, 1945, when his
Sunderland was given
smoke bombs for
bombing practice.
“Unfortunately, our
navigator,Willie Hubert, dropped one of
the primed bombs
inside the aircraft,” he
recalled. “It detonated
6XQGHUODQGV2YHUÁ\LQJ-DSDQHVH6XUUHQGHU DQGÀOOHGWKHSODQH
Singapore (Norman in Centre Sunderland)
with dense smoke. I
was the second pilot.
(continued from Page 9)
shortly arrive.”
In the cockpit we could not see the
control column let alone the instru“Flying Porcupine”
ments.”
He said that he had always regret7KHÀUVWSLORWVKRXWHGWKDWWKH\
WHGLW7KH-DSDQHVHRIÀFHUZDV
rumoured to have been Vice Admiral should try a landing while Flight
Lieutenant Wilson tried to work out
Shigeru Fukudome, one of two men
what was going on by putting his
to discuss how the surrender would
head out of a rear sliding window in
proceed, but he thought it was likely
the cockpit.
WKDWKHZDVDPRUHMXQLRURIÀFHU
The Sunderland was a fearsome
bomber, more than 100ft from one
wing-tip to another and so bristling
with machine guns that the GerPDQVFDOOHGLWWKHÁ\LQJSRUFXSLQH

“I then slid the window panels back
to see if I could do so out of the
front window when the changed
DLUÁRZRYHUWKHFRFNSLWZLQGRZ
miraculously sucked the smoke out
of the plane in a second.We were

by then straight and level, about 5ft
above the water.”

Nose Up, Wing Down
They landed safely until the swell
stuck the starboard wing-tip,
causing one of the propellers to
thrash up spray. “Instinctively I
grabbed the wheel and applied
full power. Luckily the aircraft
responded and took to the air at
an incredible nose-up, wing-down
angle.”They were able to return to
Mombasa, Kenya, without further
incident.
While there he was due to join a
night radar training exercise but
was surplus to requirements and
taken ashore. Shortly afterwards
the plane crashed into a hill, killing
many of the crew.
Mr Wilson had volunteered for the
RAF on his 18th birthday in 1941.
“It enabled me to achieve my greatHVWDPELWLRQDQGWKHÁ\LQJERDWHUD
was an exciting and pioneering time
in aviation history,” he said. “I count
myself extremely fortunate to have
been at least a small part of it and
I enjoyed every second.”

Norman - Still A Winner!
+RZÀWWLQJWKDWWKHVWRU\RIRXU9-'D\KHURVKRXOGFRLQFLGHZLWKWKHODWHVW&OXE'UDZKHOGDWRXU
=RRPPHHWLQJRQ$XJXVW:LQQHURIWKHÀUVWSUL]HRI RQH1RUPDQ:LOVRQCongratulations.

Marking Another Great Celebration

I

VJ 75 Anniversary Flypast

‘Disco’Takes
To The Skies
Again

t is barely three months ago
that we acclaimed the feat of
Mark “Disco” Discombe AFC
IRUKLVKLVWRULFPHPRULDOÁLJKWV
for Captain Tom and VE Day.
<RXFDQQRWNHHSDJUHDWÁ\HURXW
of the air. Mark, son-in-law of

Page 10

This great shot was taken by tail gun Charlie in the Lancaster!
our Foundation and International
the Battle of Britain Memorial
Chairman, Malcolm Acors and
Flight, took to the skies again as
(continued on next page)
FXUUHQWO\2IÀFHU&RPPDQGLQJ

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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Marking Another Great Celebration (continued)
(continued from previous page)
the country and Commonwealth
celebrated the 75 year anniversary of the end of the war in Japan.

Change Of Formation
Malcolm explains: “When they
ÁHZRYHUWKH$UERUHWXP0DUN
ZDVWKHOHDGÀJKWHUWKH%DWWOH
RI%ULWDLQ+XUULFDQH7RKLVULJKW
ZDVWKH%DWWOHRI%ULWDLQ6SLWÀUH
ZKLFKKHÁLJKWWHVWHGODVW\HDU
after being completely rebuilt. To
KLVOHIWZDVWKH''D\6SLWÀUH
and, at the rear, a modern clipped
ZLQJJURXQGDWWDFN6SLWÀUH:LWK
of course, the Lancaster in front.”
/DWHURYHU+RUVH*XDUGV
3DUDGHWKHÁ\SDVWIRUPDWLRQ
was different “It included the
/DQFDVWHULQDÀYHVKLSIRUPDWLRQ
ZLWK0DUNDJDLQLQWKH+XUULFDQH

T

the only one available as the
9-'D\+XUULFDQHLVEHLQJ
completely rebuilt. This was
ÀOPHGWZRZHHNVEHIRUHWKH9-
Day Anniversary in case of bad
weather, and so as not to attract
too many visitors in London.

Flies Like A Surfboard

´0DUN·V+XUULFDQHZDVWKHRQH
in which he won his Air Force
Cross. It is one of his favourite
SODQHVDQGPRUHGLIÀFXOWWRÁ\
WKDQWKH6SLWÀUHVµVD\V0DOFROP
0DUNDGGV´)O\LQJ6SLWÀUHVLVOLNH
ZHDULQJJORYHVWKH+XUULFDQHLV
OLNHÁ\LQJDVXUIERDUGµ

There But Not There - But There (Again!)

he Club made a large
donation last year to fund
one of two World War I
Tommies, acquired by the Billericay Town Council. These artistic
endeavours, called “There But
Not There” were a fundraising
project for
the Royal British
Legion and
the idea of
artist Martin Barraud.
Each of the
Tommies
were made
by veterans
and the
SURÀWVIURP

their sale supported
many Armed Forces
Charities.
Our donation was
in memory of past
&OXE3UHVLGHQW7UHYRU
6WDQVÀHOGZKRZDV
a great servant of
this town in many
roles including Town
Council Chairman.
The Billericay War
Memorial was a
particular favourite of
his.
It is therefore with
great pleasure that we saw the
Town Council commemorate the
VJ Day Anniversary by installing

these two Tommies at the War
Memorial for all to see.
Trevor would have been very
proud.

Into The Unknown (continued)
(continued from Page 8)
 &RUUXSW+DGWRNHHSLQ
your driving licence
 1RYRWLQJLQ3DUOLDPHQW
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

 Member of Brunei royal family
never charged after attacking
a bus queue with a parang
(machete).
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

.HQ6PLWKSURSRVHGWKHYRWHRI
thanks.
By Editor Trevor Bond
www.billericayrotary.org
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The Life And Times Of Brian Wellman JP
vigilator at Woodlands Academy
Almoner (since 2013).
Not Monty
 2ULJLQDOO\IURP6XUUH\%ULDQ
Health Services
moved to Basildon in 1966 to
2000-2006 a non-executive
Python, More work in Finance for the Basildon director
for the Basildon
Development Corporation.
Take It From  After 12 years, he moved to 3ULPDU\&DUH7UXVW)ROORZHG
by nine years as a public
the Basildon District Council
governor at Basildon & Thurrock
Here
until early retirement in 1997
Foundation Trust.

B

rian joined the Rotary
Club of Basildon Concord
LQ+HKDVKHOGD
number of posts, including
3UHVLGHQW  UHFHLYLQJD
3DXO+DUULV)HOORZVKLSLQ
DQGKDVEHHQ&OXE6HFUHWDU\
for the past four years, a role he
admits: “I particularly enjoyed”.
 +DVDOVRJLYHQWLPHWRRWKHU
Rotary Clubs within the District,
including helping us with our
6RDSER['HUE\DQGLV'LVWULFW

 For 30+ years has been
an unpaid volunteer making
a substantial contribution
to the community offering
unconditional support for the
EHQHÀWRIRWKHUVLQPDQ\DUHDV

Criminal Justice System
 Appointed a Magistrate in
1993, serving 15 years and
culminating as Chairman of The
Bench in 2008
 Chairman of the Lord
&KDQFHOORU·V6XE&RPPLWWHHIRU
HLJKW\HDUV(VVH[3UREDWLRQ
Board member for many years.

After retiring from
the Bench he joined the
Independent Monitoring Board
DW+03%XOOZRRG+DOODQG
Chelmsford, retiring in 2019
after 10 years.

 Currently sits on the Board of
6W/XNH·V+RVSLFHDVD7UXVWHH
 6LQFHEHHQDPHPEHURI
7KH3UREXV&OXERI%DVLOGRQDQG
is currently assistant treasurer.
(Guard your act Mike Ginn!)
Final accolade: In 1999,
Basildon celebrated its 70
years anniversary and Brian
was nominated and awarded
%$6,/'21+(5267$786
UHÁHFWLQJKLVVXEVWDQWLDO
commitment and contribution
to Basildon, devoting much of his
free time to others.

Education

6FKRRO*RYHUQRUWZLFH
at primary and secondary
schools.

Contributed to The
Recognise the bucket lady with
,QWHUYLHZ6NLOOV3URJUDPPH
Brian? That’s Mrs Wellman, aka
DVVLVWLQJ\HDUOHDYHUVD
Julia, and a previous Inner Wheel
role he still enjoys.
regular at Reids.

6SHQWPDQ\\HDUVDVLQTrevor Bond writes: I vet
Basildon Cricket Club, serving
as Treasurer from 1978 -1988
new members to ensure they
meet club requirements with
DQG:HOIDUH2IÀFHUIURP
their CVs or, as Americans call
-2010.
That’s a pass...
it - their Resumes! Not even
Question: Any other sporting
WKH3UHVLGHQWLVDZDUHWKDW
interests?
acceptance is all conditional on
Answer: Continue to play golf
P\ÀQDOYHUGLFWDVHGLWRURIWKH
twice weekly and have played
newsletter, I insist on knowing
League Table Tennis for the past
answers to the following:
50 years. That’s a yes.
Question: Which football
Question: Do you like
Club do you support.
cricket?
Answer: A member of The
(Only acceptable answer: West
Page 12
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www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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+DP8QLWHG 
Answer: “I am an avid Crystal
3DODFHVXSSRUWHUDQGVHDVRQ
ticket holder attending all
home games with my son and
grandson.”
That’s a no-go but forgiven
in this case since we really
welcome new members and,
apart from supporting the wrong
football club, you are most
welcome. But please reconsider
your allegiance on entry.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t
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New Rotary Year - New Challenges
By President Peter to attract new members –
Tackling The
E-Members for the 2020s.
Greene
 Crowd funding – Margaret
Issues Facing reproduced in the foreseeable )RZOHUDQG/HV6KHSSDUGZLOO
future. It’s a great challenge!
join with Malcolm Acors, our
Us
International and Foundation
Vulnerable Members

T

his year will see new
challenges, in particular
our ability to support our
customary charitable causes.
Although the Fun Walk is still
scheduled, our principal events
for fund raising, are in jeopardy.
 6RDSER['HUE\ &DQFHOOHG
 6XPPHUIHVW &DQFHOOHG
 &KULVWPDV0DUNHW5DIÁH
'HFLVLRQ6HSWHPEHUEXWGRXEWIXO
Our only present income which
does not require groups of more
than six people, comes from
the 100 Club, but we need to
ÀQGPRUHVRXUFHVRILQFRPH
Any new event is in jeopardy if
social distancing rules apply –
WKHFURZGVDWD6RDSER['HUE\
or Christmas Market can’t be

T

Even our regular “Twinning” visit
to a European Rotary Club has
had to be postponed for a year.
Finally, even undertaking projects
to help others in our community
LVSURYLQJGLIÀFXOWDVPRVWRIRXU
Members are “highly vulnerable”!

Meet Our Task Forces
To address these challenges, I
have formed three Task Forces,
which members have agreed to
support:
 Membership – Keith Wood,
0LNH6LQFODLU/HV6KHSSDUGDQG
(G+DUULVRQMRLQ0HPEHUVKLS
&KDLUPDQ3HWHU6WURQJWR
seek ways to exploit our new
capabilities in video-conferencing,

Chairman, in this endeavour; no
small challenge, since it requires
XVWRUDLVHIURPRYHU
donors, at a challenging time to
raise any money at all.
 Fundraising – Brian Wellman
ZLOOMRLQ.HQ6PLWKLQD´9LUWXDO
Fundraising” Task Force to
investigate new opportunities
for “Online Events” to raise
money when we cannot meet
face to face with the public, nor
hold physical events to which we
could attract crowds from whom
we can raise money.
Updates will appear in future
newsletters but, in this issue, we
have asked our key players to put
us in the immediate picture.

Need To Be More Flexible
he overriding ambition
of our Club in becoming
PRUHÁH[LEOHLVWR

By Peter Strong

1. 3URWHFWWKHHWKRVRIWKH
Club and enable continuing
membership for all members
2. Attract new members by
having more accessible meetings,
thus revitalising our membership,
enabling new members to
experience the satisfaction
gained from the work Rotary
does locally and internationally.
)ROORZLQJWKHÀUVWWDVNIRUFH
meeting on July 16 the Club
passed a resolution that, when
Face-to Face meetings can
UHVXPHWKHÀUVW0RQGD\RI
every month should be a Zoom
meeting to be held at 8.00 p.m.
for all Members to attend. The

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

Club’s activities. The Club agreed
that it would hold its monthly
6HUYLFH&RPPLWWHHV-RLQW
Meeting then, and not include a
speaker. (This sets the number
of speakers per month at three,
one of which could be available
either for a guest speaker or for
members to speak on subjects of
mutual interest or fellowship).

Town Club Advised
further three or four Monday
meetings each month will be
lunchtime meetings with a meal
at a venue to be announced
(Reids is closing permanently).
6LQFH$XJXVWWKHWDVNIRUFH
has reconsidered the structure
of the monthly evening Zoom
meeting to encourage new
members to participate in our

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

I have informed some members
of the Billericay Town Club,
SULQFLSDOO\FOXE6HFUHWDU\.HYLQ
6PLWKRIRXULQWHQWLRQVVWUHVVLQJ
we did not intend to compete
for members.
Kevin assured us that there
would be no objections
and offered support and
HQFRXUDJHPHQW+HZRXOGDOVR
(continued on Page 14)
www.billericayrotary.org
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More Flexible (continued)
(continued from Page 13)
DGYLVHWKHLUQHZ3UHVLGHQWDQG
RIIHUHGWRKHOSDGYLVHLIZHPDGH
further contact.
+DYLQJFRQVXOWHGRXU7UHDVXUHU
his advice has been that Zoom
Members would be expected
WRSD\ SHUPRQWKWRFRYHU
all Rotary Fees including a small
contribution towards our club’s
UXQQLQJFRVWVLH SD

As membership increased, this
cost might reduce. A voluntary
DGGLWLRQDO SHUPRQWKFRXOG
be made to Foundation.

Paying Dinner Money!
Costs for the face-to-face
meetings would depend on the
cost of meals at the chosen
venue. If “Zoom only” members
come along to a lunchtime
meeting (which we hope they

would occasionally like to do)
costs would be the same per
meal as for weekly members.
We will investigate whether
membership fees and meal costs
should be separated out allowing
members to opt to pay for meals
in advance, or only on the days
when attending for lunch.
Crucial decisions remain to be
made.

Crowd Funding - Pilot Project Approved

I

DPKDSS\WRFRQÀUPWKDW
following our registration,
we have been accepted for
GlobalGiving’s crowd funding
3URJUDP2XU7DVN)RUFHLVH[amining how we can use this as a
pilot for our Boreholes project.
Many organisations provide
crowd funding services, with the
ability to publicise a project and
collect donations online. This
is paid for by an admin charge
deducted from donations. We
chose to go with GlobalGiving,
who provide a process called
‘The Accelerator’ which is a set
of tools and support framework
to help charities create a crowd
funding capability.

Les Sheppard
reports on an early
success
the funds to come in. Everyone
will need to be involved at
some point in getting the
message out that we are seeking
contributions. I hope my talk
on August 24 helped Members
understand how crowd funding

ÀWVLQWRRXUIXQGUDLVLQJDFWLYLWLHV
After careful considerations
we are switching from the
6HSWHPEHUWRWKH'HFHPEHU
accelerator, which gives us
several advantages:
 We will have all of December
WRUHDFKRXUWDUJHWRI
from over 40 donors, rather than
MXVWGD\VLQWKH6HSWHPEHU
Accelerator
 We will have more time to
plan our Accelerator campaign
We must submit our project by
November 20, and will launch
our Accelerator fundraising on
December 1.
In the coming weeks, as the
Task Force gets a clearer
understanding and plans our
approach, we will be more
VSHFLÀFDERXWZKDWLVUHTXLUHG
to raise the money we need,
‘graduate’ from the Accelerator
programme and run future
campaigns at a lower charge.

Must Get Message Out
The Task Force has stressed
what we will need to do during
the funding campaign. One thing
is clear – it’s not just a case of
creating a GlobalGiving webpage and sitting back waiting for

On-Line Virtual Fundraising

I

WLVSURYLQJYHU\GLIÀFXOWWR
identify any real fund raising
opportunities online.

But with a difference! I am
investigating Irish pig racing as an
alternative.

I am, though, wondering if it may
be possible to have something
like a racing night online?

As I say, repeatedly, any ideas,
thoughts or suggestions will be
gratefully received.
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Visits To Other Clubs
6RXQGLQJ7KH'UXP)RU5RWDU\5HÁHFWLQJ6RFLHW\

T

heard all this before, but nothing
FKDQJHGµ+HVXJJHVWHGWKDW
nothing would change.

RP*ULIÀQ5RWDU\*%,
3UHVLGHQWLVDQLPSUHVVLYH
speaker. It was a delight to
hear his Zoom talk to the Rotary
Club of Basildon on August 6.

Major Discussion
6XJJHVWLRQVRIUDFLVPDQG
feminism? Of course not, but at
this point the meeting “took off”.
Robust discussion.

+LVDGGUHVVZDVWKHPDLQ
business of the evening. Zoom
allows him to multiply himself in
a way that would not otherwise
be possible. Without having
to travel, he can easily address
Clubs around the country in a
ZD\WKDWSUHYLRXV3UHVLGHQWV
have been unable to achieve.
DG Keith Brownlie attended and
repeated his objective of starting
eight new Rotary Clubs this year,
7RP*ULIÀQLVDQHORTXHQW
VSHDNHUZLWKFOHDUYLHZV+H
stressed the importance of
Rotary:
 Increasing its membership.

 Becoming more diverse.
+HVDLG´7KHRYHUZKHOPLQJ
majority of Rotarians are elderly
white males. Only 24% are
IHPDOH:HPXVWUHÁHFWWKH
society that we are drawn from.”
One Basildon Member put his
head above the parapet “I’ve

In particular, I got the impression
that these new Clubs in our
District will be targeted at
attracting the kinds of members
Rotary needs to recruit, which
existing Clubs were failing to
do. Would a businesswoman in
her 30s want to join a male Club
whose average age was about 75?
I was grateful for the opportunity
WRKHDUWKH5,%,3UHVLGHQW
3UHYLRXVKROGHUVRIWKLVRIÀFH
have sometimes seemed distant.
By Club Treasurer Michael Ginn

A Kart By Any Other Name!
her driving
OHVVRQ+H
discovered that
her instructor
was a Rotarian
who thought
RXU6RDSER[
Derby could be
a great success
in Geelong.

W

KHQLVD6RDSER[D
Billy Cart?
No idea?
*RÀQGRXW¶GRZQXQGHU·
3DWULFN5RWKRQGLVFRYHUHGWKLV
on a recent visit to Geelong, near
Melbourne in Victoria, Australia,
when his granddaughter Matilda
insisted he went with her for

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

It’s a city about
the size of
Chelmsford and
once the centre of
the wool industry for
Victoria. It has four
Rotary Cubs who
could assist with a
Billy Cart Derby.

Uptick (to use that terrible
new in-word) was a call to
3DWULFNIURPLWV&OXE6HFUHWDU\
asking for him to make a Zoom
presentation to their members,
at 6.00pm at their evening
meeting. 6.00 pm – that’s 9.00
am in the UK – Ugh!
3DWULFNVD\V´3UHVLGHQW3HWHU
SUHSDUHGD3RZHU3RLQW
presentation of key information,
and joined me to present
(continued on next page)

Positive Feedback
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A Kart By Any Other Name! (continued)
(continued from Page 15)
to the meeting, which went
superbly. The presentation
FRYHUHGWKHVLJQLÀFDQWGHWDLOV
with photographs and facts of
previous events. We invited
them to contact us again for
further assistance.”
3DWDGGHG´,KDYHKDGDSRVLWLYH
IHHGEDFN3URYLGLQJWKH\FDQÀQG

the right venue,
the show should
go on. Billy Cart
RU6RDSER[,·P
sure they will
have the same
spills and thrills.
When I go to
Geelong again, I
will report back.”

Missed You Bert !

E

ye-eye! But for needing
a successful cataract
operation Bert French
would have been in this photo. of
5RWDULDQVDQG2OG3DOPHULDQV

We missed you Bert and all sent best wishes. By Trevor Bond.

We all enjoyed an Escape Day
DWWKHGHOLJKWIXO3LJ :KLVWOH
5HVWDXUDQWLQ&KLJQDOO6PHDOH\
on August 18 just passed.
We sat 2 x 2 inside but gathered
outside for drinks and longmissed chat.

100 Draw AddsTo Prize Winners

Have a Giggle

has increased
the number of
units in the 100
Club to add a
ÀIWKSUL]HWR
three of the four
quarterly draws.

 I’m giving up spray deodorants at the end of the year.
Roll on 2021!
t Having spent months trying
unsuccessfully to correct a
flaw in the mirror for the new
space telescope, astronomers
have finally cracked it.
t What do you call a fake
noodle? An impasta!
t Donald can Trumpet loudly
now, but Joe is Biden his time!

R

oger Kettle
is pushing
for new
members of our
100 Club, whereby
half the money
goes to charities
and half goes to
members in a
VHULHVRITXDUWHUO\3UL]H'UDZV
DQGDVSHFLDO&KULVWPDV3UL]H
Draw each year.
Roger reports that the Club

” We will look
at the Christmas
Draw later to see if we can
increase the amount of prize
money, “ he says.
Watch this space!

Birthday
Bi
thd C
Congratulations
t l ti
tto Ch
Chandra
d G
Gupta
pt (S
(September
pt b 4)
4), and
d
Peter Strong (September 24)

Future Meetings and Events
All meetings to be conducted by Zoom Video-conferencing,WREHUHYLHZHGDWHQG6HSWHPEHU
and a further announcement made on our website.
Our Video meetings are on Mondays at 14.00.

Page 16
P

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t

