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President’s Message
Unbowed! We Remain A Vibrant Club

e had no clue in
January that the
country would suffer
months of lockdown or severe
restrictions on our ability to mix.
Or that, in mid-March, we would
not meet again face-to-face and
those set-backs would extend
into early 2021. While Covid-19
dominated our life for the
summer months we still featured
enlightening stories on its effects
on our international twinned
clubs in Sweden, Italy and
France, and on the way our own
members lives had been affected,
and challenges overcome.
However unpredictable, we
have persevered and overcome.
We have maintained our
weekly meetings over Zoom
throughout the year, carrying
out club business, often with
100% attendance. Business
meetings have been streamlined
and club meetings have featured
interesting speakers each week.
Above all, we have continued
WRÀQGZD\VWRUDLVHPRQH\WR
support our charitable causes.

In This Issue

Great disappointment then, when
our application for a District
Grant of £7000, was capped at
£3,000 (the maximum available).
We remain hopeful however,
WKDW'*.HLWK%URZQOLHZLOOÀQG
other funds to support us.
Our perseverance has paid off,
and I am delighted that our
Crowdfunding initiative has been
such a success. Who knew that
not only would we raise enough
PRQH\WRÀOOWKHKROHOHIWE\WKH
lack of District grant, but that we
would raise enough money to
complete our project, and more!

What a success!
Amidst the gloom, we had
our high-spot of the year, the
Water project for Kenyan
Schoolchildren. Having funded
WKHÀUVWQHZZHOODW&LDPDQGD
Primary School at the end of
2019, we saw it completed and
operational by year end. Fast
action! Fast rewards!

Foundation Awards

Despite Covid-19, we welcomed
over $6,000 support for this
project from our “Double
Triangular” twinned Rotary
Clubs in the UK, France, Italy
and Sweden. What a vote of
FRQÀGHQFH7UXH,QWHUQDWLRQDO
Fellowship!

In February we received Rotary
Foundation’s award for our
contribution to End polio
funding, and in October, IPP Ben
Clarke received our banner
from the 100% Foundation
Giving Club, recognizing us as
the only club in this District
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As another plus, our Fun Walk
endeavours drew over £2400
in sponsorship, and a bonus of
over £730. Our “blind walk”
raised over £450 for ORBIS,
and members contributed over
£400 to Mary’s Meals, with more
promised in the New Year.
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where all members gave $100
or more to Foundation in 201920. So suitable then, that our
Fundraising Quiz (thank you
Roger) should raise over £1000,
worth over £3800 to Foundation.
This year was the 400th
DQQLYHUVDU\RIWKH0D\ÁRZHU
(and we supported the exhibition
in the Reading Rooms), and also
the 75th anniversary of VE-Day
(with our close collection via
member Malcolm Acors’ sonin-law Mark, commander of the
%DWWOHRI%ULWDLQ0HPRULDOÁLJKW
and VJ-Day where club member
Norman Wilson’s part in the
Japanese surrender in Singapore
was reported in “The Times”.
So, although tinged with sadness,
we have much to be proud of in
our achievements this year, and
we move into 2021 a strong and
vibrant club, with an enhanced
reputation and a very successful
Water project in progress.
I trust you all had a merry
Christmas and I wish you all a
HAPPY, HEALTHY AND SAFE
NEW YEAR.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

www.billericayrotary.org

CLEAN WATER FOR KENYA SCHOOLS
Breaking new ground – In two ways
ry School, started on December
14, and has already reached the
water table ready to provide water. Children no longer trekking
to streams for their water.
Well three at St Paul’s Magaca
Primary School starts imminently.

Now the crowdfunding.

I

t has been a rocky road
to raise the funds for our
water project for school
children in Embu, Kenya.
Foundations were laid by
members Margaret Fowler and
0DOFROP$FRUVDQGWKHÀUVW
well was completed end 2019.

can maintain.
• keep the school clean/hygienic.
• grow crops for its children’s
feeding program
• provide long term employment for a farmer for the crops.

What are we trying to do?

Latest Progress

Dig eight wells for eight Primary
Schools in Embu County, Kenya
to give 2,500 pupils clean water.

Why?
Rainfall is late and intermittent,
expensive piped water is available
only one hour a day, crops have
failed, and pupils trek miles to
streams to collect dirty water.

Our Solution?
Employ local workmen to dig
wells at each school to:
• produce regular fresh clean
water supplies from a sustainable
water source which local people

Pilot programme - a new well
at Ciamanda Primary School was
completed at end 2019.
What a month! After months
of delay due to Covid-19, we
literally broke new ground in
Kenya, starting work on the
well at Ena Primary School, and
we broke new ground for the
club by raising the rest of the
money through crowdfunding.
.HQ\DÀUVW Rotary Club of
%LOOHULFD\LV´WZLQQHGµZLWKÀYH
other “Double Triangular” clubs
in Basildon (UK), Beausoleil
(France), Alba and Ovada (Italy),
and Karlshamn (Sweden).
7KHVHÀYHFOXEVKDYHGRQDWHG
over $6300 to help fund the
wells. This support by Rotary
Clubs across Europe is great
international co-operation,
exemplifying Rotary principles of
fellowship and service above self.

Well, Well, Well!
We sent money to Embu for
the next two wells in early
December, continuing our policy
of funding wells as soon possible.
The well at Ciamanda
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

Our spectacularly successful
crowdfunding campaign (see

Work on well two, at Ena Primawww.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

Digging at Ena
pages 4, 5 and 6) raised an
incredible $14,700. Add this to
the money given by the Double
Triangular clubs, the limited
District Grant and the money we
provided to construct the pilot
well at Ciamanda, and we have
raised over $30,000 in total.
This could be enough for a ninth,
and almost a tenth, well.

Well, Well, Well and Well
Four?
In late January we will receive
the crowdfunding funds. We will
then send the next tranche of
money to build well number
four at Canon Herbert Ikuura
Primary School, Kigumo. Similarly,
funds for the remaining wells will
be sent over the ensuing months,
as and when our partners in
Kenya are ready to start work
on those wells. We hope that all
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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Crowdfunding And A Cunning Plan!

ow did we
achieve
this
success ? Through
our big activity
this month - our
crowdfunding
project. Last
month we
focused on the
details of what
members should
do during the
‘Accelerator’
campaign. This month we
step back to look at the bigger
picture of how we prepared
for it and what was the
outcome.
To succeed at anything you need
a clear strategy. So what were
the key steps to creating ours?

Our Strategy
1. Establish clear objectives of
what we wanted to achieve? We
had two objectives:
a. Become a full
GlobalGiving partner by
raising $5,000 from at
least 40 donors
b. Raise $10,000 additional
funds needed to complete
the planned 8 wells
2. Understand the rules.
We didn’t have to raise the
$10,000 just from donations.
GlobalGiving offered bonuses
and prizes to help. By analysing
these offers we could ensure we
were making our donations in
such a way as to maximise our
bonus earnings and our chances
of winning prizes. But which
prizes should we aim for?
Which brings us to the next step.
3. Play to your
strengths.
What are we
good at? Les
analysed what
Page 4

Report by
Les Sheppard
was needed to earn the prizes in
June and September.
It was clear that projects winning
the ‘most funds raised’ prizes
usually had some very generous
donors; average giving was over a
$100 per donor, and sometimes
over $1000 a donor. We were
unlikely to win these prizes.
4. However, the ‘most donors’
prizes were very different! These
had been won by projects with
a relatively small number of
donors (e.g. September’s $1000
‘most recurring donations’ top
prize was won with just 24
donors, and June’s with 27!)
We could clearly compete
here; 21 members each with a
recurring donation, plus only 3
more donors reaches this 24, and
we could aim higher than that.

Team Training
4. Develop your tactics.
GlobalGiving training stressed
the importance of identifying our
‘network’ – those people who
are most likely to give to us –

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

and planning how
to communicate
with them. As
well as members,
family and friends,
ZHLGHQWLÀHG
several groups of
people to target,
e.g.: other Rotary
Clubs, RotaKids
schools, Kenyan
contacts, and the
wider Billericay
community (via
our website and Social Media).
We planned how we would get
the message out to each of these
different groups.
5. Train the team.
Communication was key through emails and presentations
at Club meetings we ensured
that every club member knew
exactly what we wanted them to
do, and when. Members could
see that if everybody did as suggested then that huge scary total
of $5,000 (let alone $10,000)
could actually be achieved in
small steps. Just saying “Let’s all
make a donation and then tell
our friends and family about
it” might elicit a response, but,
explicit directed messages increased the chances of success.
6. Ensure you’re ready for
the start.
Possibly the best decision we
made was to defer participation
from September to December.
This gave us additional months
after the GlobalGiving training
WRFUHDWHDQGÀQHWXQHRXUSODQ
communicate it to club members
and create polished directed
messages
g to our other potential
supporters
around the globe.
(continued on
next page)

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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A Cunning Plan (continued)!
(continued from Page 4)

mid-afternoon we passed the
‘$5,000 raised from at least
40 donors’ target that was
needed to ‘graduate’ from
the Accelerator and become
a full GlobalGiving partner.
CUNNING PLAN GOAL 1
ACHIEVED!

Blackadder and Baldrick!
From the above preparation, Les
‘Baldrick’ Sheppard contrived a
“Cunning Plan” with six goals:

1. ‘Graduate’ to become a full
GlobalGiving partner by raising
$5,000 from at least 40 donors
2. Encourage donations on
%RQXV'D\WREHQHÀWIURPWKH
Incentive Fund bonus
3. Target the ‘most donors on
Bonus Day’ prize (June winner
-101 donors, September - 186)
4. Encourage donors to make
monthly donations during the
Monthly Donor Drive for a
doubling of the donor count, and
50% bonus on the donations
5. Target one of the ‘most
regular donors’ prizes
6. Raise $10,000 – the money
needed for eight borewells.
How would it work out?

The Accelerator
The Accelerator began at 5am
on 1st December and we did …
nothing! A few surprise donations came in, but we played a
waiting game, sat tight and held
our nerve while some projects
built up substantial amounts over
WKHÀUVWGD\V

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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However, we weren’t being idle.
We were getting the Bonus Day
message to our target groups;
• Club members were
We swiftly moved from 109th
contacting family and friends
to 7th, and by midday we were
• Schools (Quilters, Buttsbury
top, both for “most bonus
Junior and Buttsbury Infant) sent
day donors” (our target) and
RXWRXWÁ\HUV
“most funds raised on Bonus
• Margaret messaged Billericay
Day” (big surprise!).
churches, especially Christ
Church congregation with its
We were still top in both at 1:30
strong Ciamanda links. Also
am (just 3½ hours to go). Could
Embu Rotary Club and her
we bag both Bonus Day prizes?
Kenyan contacts, inviting them to
6DGO\12:HZRNHXSWRÀQG
support us.
that Project Phoenix had made
• Peter contacted foreign
a huge $1500 donation just ½
Rotary Clubs with whom we
hour from the end, pushing us
had contacts, and posted on our
2nd by under $200. Almost as if
website and in Social Media, with
they deliberately waited to see
countdowns to Bonus Day!
what was needed to pass us!!
• Members did the same
Most Donors on Bonus Day
Donors
Prize
with all the contacts they had 1 Rotary Club of Billericay
226
$1,000
2 Remar Occidente A.C.
107
SUHYLRXVO\LGHQWLÀHG

BONUS DAY – Let the
giving begin.

3 >ĂƟŶŵĞƌŝĐĂ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐŚŝƉ&ŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶ

80

4 EŽƌƚŚĞƌŶZĂŶŐĞůĂŶĚƐdƌƵƐƚ

73

December 9 dawned. Members
made donations and reminded
friends and family members that
Bonus Day had arrived. Peter
refreshed our Club and District
Facebook pages, our Twitter and
Instagram feeds and the Billericay
Discussion and District Rotary
groups to spread the message.
The total donated (and number
of donors) started to rise. By

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R

However, we had held on to the
‘most donors’ prize of $1,000.
CUNNING PLAN GOAL 3
ACHIEVED!
Our other target for Bonus Day
was the share of the $20,000
Incentive fund in proportion to
our donations, in our case, 13.4%,
giving us £1,027 of free money.
CUNNING PLAN GOAL 2
ACHIEVED!
(continued on next page)

www.billericayrotary.org
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A Cunning Plan (continued)!
(continued from page 5)

MONTHLY DONOR
WEEK – Regular givers
count twice

ALWAYS EXPECT THE
UNEXPECTED – Some
things take you by surprise
One thing we didn’t expect is to
ÀQGRXUVHOYHVLQWKHUXQQLQJIRU
one of the ‘Most Donors Overall’ prizes. At the end of Bonus
day we had the 3rd highest
number of donations across all
projects extending that lead by
end of the Donor Drive. Despite a major push by the “Ethiopian Wolf” in the last three days
we mobilised all the support we
could muster, even “boosting” a
crucial Facebook and Instagram
post. We had great support from
members of our fellow Rotary
&OXEVRI%LOOHULFD\0D\ÁRZHUDQG
Billericay Town who responded
immediately to our needs, and
we held on for third prize with
389 donors, 56 ahead of the
“Wolf” with 333 donors (higher
than our earlier total!).

bonus in March, thanks to our
regular donors and $115 from
other regular donors.
Plus we will receive Gift Aid
which we hope will be at least
another $1,000.
After deducting GlobalGiving’s
fees we estimate that we will
have raised a grand total of about
$16,300. CUNNING PLAN
GOAL 6 FAR EXCEEDED!
So, how did we do against all
our Goals?
1. Graduate with $5000
and 40 donors
2. Win Major share of
Incentive fund ($1027)
3. Win Bonus Day Most
Donors ($1,000)
4. Win Most Regular
Donors (Donor Drive)
($1,000)
5. Win Most Regular
Donors (Overall)
($1,000)
6. Collect total
donations and
prizes of $10,000
Extra - 3rd. Place Most
Donors Overall ($500)

We started Monthly Donor
Week with three monthly
GRQDWLRQV%\HQGÀUVWGD\WKLV
had increased to 12, just one
behind the Northern Rangeland
Trust at 13. We took the lead on
Tuesday, closing day two with 21
and as the week progressed, we
steadily increased our lead. By
the close at 5 am on December
19, we had 44 regular donors
worth $478 per month,
Most Unique Donors
Donors
Prize
keeping top spot and a
1 īĞĐƚŽ&ŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶ
510
$2,000
$1,000 prize. And at number 2 EŽƌƚŚĞƌŶZĂŶŐĞůĂŶĚƐdƌƵƐƚ
459
$1,000
3 Rotary Club of Billericay
389
$500
two, you’ve guessed it, the
4 ŽƌŶ&ƌĞĞ&ŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶ
333
Elephant Sanctuary with
17. The $478 being given each
UNEXPECTED - EVEN
month by our regular donors will BETTER THAN THE CUNPromotions
earn us a $938 bonus in March.
GlobalGiving offer promotions:
NING PLAN!
Most Monthly Donors (Donor Drive)
Donors
Prize
• Raise $7,500 - Free email
We had a great response
1 Rotary Club of Billericay
44
$1,000
to all GlobalGiving donors
from Kenya, accounting
2 EŽƌƚŚĞƌŶZĂŶŐĞůĂŶĚƐdƌƵƐƚ
17
$500
requesting donations
3 ^ĂǀĞ<ŝĚƐdƌƵƐƚ
8
$250
for 16% of our donors.
• Raise $10,000 - Free day on
4 ůWŽƌƚĂů&ƵŶĚĂĐŝŽŶ
8
This was a big help in
the GlobalGiving Homepage
securing the 3rd place for
CUNNING PLAN GOAL 4
highlighting our project to
the most individual donors prize.
ACHIEVED!
potential donors
THE
FINAL
TOTAL
–
It
all
WE WON BOTH.
After a long wait until end 31st
adds up
December, we were winners of
Crowdfunding has been a
the $1,000 prize for most regular We raised a little over $10,000
huge success. We achieved all
just from donations ($10,036),
doors with 49 regular donors.
our goals, exceeded some, and
plus
a
further
$1,678
to
Most Regular Donors Overall
Donors
Prize
raised almost three times what
come over the January to we hoped. Having ‘graduated’ to
1 Rotary Club of Billericay
49
$1,000
March period from our
2 Northern Rangelands Trust
17
$500
become a GlobalGiving “Partner”
3 ^ĂǀĞ<ŝĚƐdƌƵƐƚ
8
$250
monthly donors). On
we are now able to set up
4 El Portal Fundacion
8
top of this:
future crowdfunding projects on
•
We will get a
CUNNING PLAN GOAL 5
GlobalGiving at any time.
$889 Monthly Donor Drive
ACHIEVED!
Page 6
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Fun Walk: Here’s The Good News
In 2020 there have been some words that have trapped us into
thinking that the world is not at all well. Words like Covid, virus,
lockdown, tier, and deal or no deal.
Humbug! Let’s celebrate our word of the year....BONUS.
We reveal earlier in this Newsletter our tremendous BONUS
success with Crowdfunding for our Kenya Water Project.
It hasn’t stopped there – here’s another BONUS story!

T

hank You Santa For
Our Early Christmas
Present

We reported previously on how
club members participated in the
2020 Virtual Billericay Fun Walk
in September organised by the
Basildon, Billericay and Wickford
CVS, with 85 organisations
registered and an estimated
fourteen hundred
participants walking
to raise money for
good causes. Our
sponsored members
(limited to under
six by Covid-19
restrictions) raised
approximately £2500
in sponsorship money.

long and hard about whether
to hold the event this year
given the situation, but we are
lucky enough to have longterm sponsors who despite
being impacted by Covid-19
were able to dig deep this year
and continue to support local
charities. Out thanks go to Swan
Housing Association, Tunnelcraft,
Anisha Grange Care Home, Butyl

8QLTXHEHQHÀWRIWKLV
event is the Bonus
Pot. Each year local
businesses support
MP John Baron by
sponsoring his walk.
Their generosity
creates a Bonus Pot
which is distributed
amongst the Fun
Walkers’ charities
in proportion to
the money each
participant raised.

6LPRQ-RKQVRQ&KLHI2IÀFHU
at BBWCVS said at the time
“We had to completely change
the format of this year’s event
– but through our work with
local charities we know the
importance of events
like this to support
the continuation of
their work. We are
delighted so many
organisations were
able to take part in
this year’s event, and
look forward to being
able to report the
total raised.”
This year’s walk has
raised over £103,000,
bringing the total
raised since the event
began in 2002 to over
£1.2 Million.

Still A Pot Of
Gold
With the generosity
of local businesses
and despite the dire
economic situation,
this year’s Trust
Bonus Pot was still
nearly 30 percent!
Result: On top of the
approximately £2500
sponsorship which

Dug Deep For
Local Charities
Commenting on this
year’s event, John
said “We thought
www
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
twitter com/BillericyRotary

Products Group, Leonardo MW,
IFE Global Logistics, McDonald’s
Restaurants Basildon and
others”.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
www facebook com/BillericayRotary
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Fun Walk (continued)
(continued from page 7)
we raised, we received a bonus
of £733. All to go to charity and
good causes.
The cheque is usually presented
by local MP John Baron to all
participants in November at a
ceremony at Anisha Grange, but
with current restrictions this was

obviously not possible.
How to receive the money?
Well, it is Christmas! Santa
Claus to the rescue. To the
delight of Rotary Club of
Billericay members, Santa turned
up on December 14, the club’s
last meeting of 2020, to make
sure we received our money!

The Club’s last meeting? Well,
Covid means that we can’t meet
in person face-to-face, but we
do meet every week over Zoom,
and members were all on hand
to cheer as President Peter held
up the cheque for £733 for all
to see. And added: “Now that’s
what I call a Christmas present!”

Our ORBIS Walk
Changing How
The World Sees

P

resident Peter’s Walk in
the Park for ORBIS raised
£453.75.

The Club has now received this
message from Chloe Attwood,
6XSSRUWHU(QJDJHPHQW2IÀFHU
Orbis UK. “Thank you so much
for your generous gift. Your
contribution will enable us to
meet head on the challenges we
face in the wake of the pandemic,
and means that we can make
necessary arrangements for our
ÀHOGZRUNHUVWREHDEOHWRZRUN
in a safe way for all staff and
patients. Because of you we will
be able to offer critical eye care

Page 8

against all the odds during this
time of major global health crisis
....Your kindness is changing the
way the world sees.”

Christmas Thank You from
Rebecca, ORBIS CEO

And there was a follow-up from
Fiona Lyons, Senior Fundraising
2IÀFHU25%,68.
“Thank you for your email,
and more importantly, for the
wonderful donation!
This is so kind of your Club,
many thanks to all involved in the
sponsored walk. It is …really
interesting to hear about the
Orbithon, and it’s so good of you
all that we have your continued
support, 7 years on from the
original district sponsored walk
– thank you. I hope the weather
was OK when you took part?
It’s not much fun doing any sort
of a long-distance walk/outdoor

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

charity fundraiser at this time
of year! If there are any photos
of the event, maybe you could
forward a couple to me – I could
see if we can put them on our
Facebook page!”
We’re no shrinking violets. Of
course we sent the photos, AND
a copy of our Newsletter article.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

www.billericayrotary.org

Rolling Back The Years - A Personal Memory
I am indebted to Patrick Rothon for this article
- he has willingly taken on the onerous task of
compiling the Club’s archives. Read into it as
\RXZLVK,WLVDSHUVRQDOUHÁHFWLRQEXWSHUKDSV
reminds all of us of Days Gone By

L

adies of Rotary, did you
ever pickle onions in a
jar and show them at the
local horticultural show? A
Mrs Adams did at the Wickford
Horticultural Show in September
1965; and a Mrs Grubb won a
prize for her jar of jam, soft fruit.
If any club members have ever
tasted Iris Bishop’s glorious
home-made greengage jam (and I
have) they will know that Iris has
maintained a tradition that has
existed since Mrs Beaton’s days
for the best made cooking is in
the home kitchen. To prove it, Iris
has long established herself as a
regular stallholder/seller in the
Library at the Rotary Christmas
market.

Gentleman of Rotary, did
\RXHYHUJURZÁRZHUVDQG
vegetables to soak up prizes at
the local show, then attended
by the whole community (3,000
attended the Wickford HS in
September, 1965)
Simple answer is that our
mothers and fathers did and
many of members and wives have
done so since, as I‘m sure. I once
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

By Editor,Trevor Bond
entered my pristine small garden
LQ3HUU\6WUHHWIRUÀUVWSUL]HLQ
the town’s annual garden awards.
Judges took one look, said “Very
Nice” and, bingo, I never heard
another word.
As a kid straight out of school
believing I was god’s gift to
journalism (Peter Owen soon
assured me that I was not), I
was commissioned by my editor
RQP\ÀUVWSDSHUWKH*UD\V
and Thurrock Gazette to cover
everything from garden parties,
IXQHUDOVDQGÁRZHUVKRZV

Standing in the pouring rain at
WKH2UVHWW6KRZHYHU\ÀUVW
Saturday in October. Counting
cows and sheep, diving into the
ÁRZHUWHQWIRUMXGJHV·YHUGLFW
and then having to write down
pages of award winners in cattle,
VKHHSYHJDQGÁRZHUVDQG
ERWWOHGIUXLWÀOOHGWZRSDJHVRQ
a broadsheet newspaper.
Patrick’s paper copy throws up
such wonderful items as:

Horticultural:
• Children classes: “Master
Suddards has won again for best

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

FRQWDLQHURIPL[HGÁRZHUVDQG
Miss Sargent for a similar award.
No Christian names – just
Master and Miss. Ghosts from
the past.
• A Mr G.S Dobinson sweeps
the board with six Best
Chrysanths in Show award:
Judges say: “Only outstanding
exhibit in whole show.”
• And back to those pickled
onions. Entered under Cookery
Classes (where were you then
Mary Berry or Nigella or Delia).
Bottled fruits were entries of

the day. Jan tells me she did
it all the time when we were
ÀUVWPDUULHG%XWWKDWZDV
years ago – don’t expect me to
remember!

Sport:
September, end of cricket season,
start of football.
2QHRIP\ÀUVWMREVZDVWR
cover Essex Business Houses
League.... remember such names
as Pegasus and Shell, Bata, Plessey,
Dagenham Cables, Green & Silley
Weir, Thames Board Mills (where
my future father-in-law was the
PR, but that’s another story) etc,
etc, And the main soccer report
(continued on Page 10)
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
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Rolling Back The Years (continued)
(continued from page 9)
was: Ghyllgrove Sports 2, Irish
Club 3 and Canvey Island FC
were appealing for more away
games.
And the Page One headline
under Your Letters was: THAT
£20,000 COULD BUY A
SWIMMING POOL. I suspect it
eventually cost a fraction more!

Advertising
$V3DWULFNSRLQWHGRXWDÀUVW
reference to a car with a
difference:
WICKFORD BODY REPAIRS
Ltd in Market Road proudly
announce the agency of the
famous range of RELIANT cars
and vans – the Reliant Robin was
here to take part in auto history.

Hot Metal
Patrick insisted I saw the issue
because the Basildon Recorder
group of newspapers had
just bought the mighty GOSS
printing press with the headline:
The Machine That Prints The
Recorder.
It will always be associated
with my career in “hot metal”
printing – a wonderful life before
new technology changed all our
career thinking.
(I am sure that my mentor Peter

A

No point in me describing
it in full since it will mean
little to those not in the print
world. But it changed the
whole process of printing and
publishing newspapers, local,
national and international before
new technology and facsimile
publishing ruled the industry.
Thank you Patrick for such a
wonderful reminder of my print

days and those gallant members
and partners who have kept the
local horticultural shows going.
Jam and Jerusalem it may not be
but Rotary still hangs in there
with our charity efforts such
as Tiptree jam and Christmas
puddings for such good causes as
Purple Polio and so much more.
Archives may be boring to some,
but they are the bread and
butter of a past history and a
pointer to a way ahead.

Seven Up! Drink To A Super Record

small but growing Club,
we still set records. Take
our 100 Club Draw....
once upon a time, only four
winners. Now, thanks to support
and our increased membership
(two more in one year and a
Covid year at that) represents
membership success.
1RZUHÁHFWHGLQWKH&KULVWPDV
100 Club draw - SEVEN winners.
<HVIRONV6(9(1$ÀUVWDQG
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2ZHQLQWKH0D\ÁRZHU&OXEZLOO
agree )

a record. It means to the Club
more members, more money,
more prizes.

•

Step forward you lucky
people: £100: Peter Strong;

•

£75: Mike Redgewell;

As Boris might say: It’s the
beginning of the end or the end
of the beginning. You choose!

•

£50: Steve Dodge & Daphne
Allen;

•

£25: Keith Wood & Michael
Ginn;

•

 DQGRXUÀUVWVHYHQWK
prize winner); Tom Acors.
Thank you all for taking part
..... and spend it wisely!

Our Christmas Draw winners
will agree, I am sure. Keep giving
for good causes and be lucky
enough to reap any personal
EHQHÀWVZKLFKLQHYLWDEO\JRHV
back into Rotary funds.
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M emb er s’ Mu sin g s
Going to Oz - The Flyer Who Changed History
Smith chalked up a
Bert French
ÀUVWE\RSHQLQJXS
Recalls The Solo WKHLGHDRIÁ\LQJWR
Australia, also in a
Flight Of An
Vickers Vimy.”
“They did it
Aussie Pilot
NovemberWho Dared And inDecember
1919
and were knighted
Won
by King George V,

F

ebruary and meeting
in Reids seems a
very long time ago
– and, of course thanks
to Covid-19, it is. Almost
our last speaker before
lockdown was Bert French
with one of his fascinating
aviation history tales. He
waited in the wings ready
WRWHOOWKHÀQDOSDUW,
have chosen to select one
story of heroism from that
suspended talk – the solo
ÁLJKWWKDWKHOSHGFKDQJH
long-distance air travel.

as had Alcock and
Brown earlier. They
ÁHZIURP(QJODQG
on November
12 and landed
at Darwin on
December 10.”
“The challenge to
Á\WR$XVWUDOLDGLG
not stop there.
$QRWKHU´ÀUVWµZDVFODLPHGE\
Aussie Bert Hinckler claiming
WREHWKHÀUVWWRPDNHWKHÁLJKW
solo and in a single-seater open
cockpit biplane. All in 15 days. An
interesting character: Hinckler.”

Flew Gliders

• Born in Bunderburg, north of
Brisbane in 1892
“When I spoke in February
• %HFDPHEHVRWWHGZLWKÁ\LQJ
about Alcock and Brown being
DQGEXLOWDQGÁHZLQJOLGHUV
WKHÀUVWWRÁ\WKH$WODQWLFLQ
• 1913 – came to Britain with
a Vickers Vimy”, said Bert, “I
little money but found jobs to
mentioned two Aussie brothers
HQDEOHKLPWROHDUQWRÁ\DQGJHW
who followed it! Ross and Keith
his licence
•
Joined the
RFC during the
1914-18 Great
War; decorated
with AFC and
DFM
•
Appointed
chief test pilot
by AV ROE
•
1920 –
began ambition
WRÁ\WR
Ross and Keith Smith
Australia but his
By the Editor.
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AVROE BABY reached only Turin
before he had to abandon the
trip because of war in that region
• Returned to AV ROE and
sought sponsorship to try again.
Told it was not possible and was
refused,
• He also refused to give up. A
quiet man sought neither fuss
nor publicity. “Not a daring sort”,
DVRWKHUÁ\HUVPLJKWVD\+H
just wanted to prove that it was
possible to open up air travel to
far off places.

Just An Atlas
Bert takes up the ending to this
aviation tale. “Nine days before
I was born, on February 7, 1928,
Hinckler was ready to go. In
dawn, in darkness he climbed
into the open cockpit of his
little Avro Avion and started the
engine. No publicity; no crowds
– he was not going to get very
far. Just four people watched him
leave.
´2XWVWDQGLQJSLORWÁ\LQJVRORLQ
(continued on page 12)
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M emb er s’ Mu sin g s
Going to Oz (continued)
the end. His
wife gave him
sandwiches,
chocolate and a
ÁDVNRIFRIIHH
That was it!

Avro Avion
a small open cockpit in a small
ELSODQHZDQWLQJWRÁ\
miles as fast as he could in
winter – rain, storms and what
the weather chose to throw
at him – and no great prize at

“He used a
Times atlas
as the only
publication
he found whose maps plotted
a route. The Cirrus engine gave
him 85 HP and a top speed of
about 75-80 mph. In heavy cloud
he crossed France, over the Alps

clad in a double-breasted suit (!)
and his normal overcoat.
“He made it to a stop in Rome,
then welcomed at the RAF base
in Malta. Aimed for Benghazi for
fuel but missed Tobruk and slept
in the open desert under the
plane’s wing. On to India where,
ÀQDOO\WKHSUHVVSLFNHGXSKLV
tale, across Burma and Singapore
-14 days after leaving England he
reached the northern shores of
the Timor Sea and crossed to
Darwin. He had completed the
PRVWKLVWRULFÁLJKWRIWKDWWLPHµ

A Charity Record – Well Done, Buttsbury

A

memorable Club
Zoom meeting on
December 7 saw
us joined by headteacher
Ann Robinson and
Buttsbury RotaKids.
Traditionally we would
have visited the new
RotaKids club at their
school to meet them all
and complete a formal
investiture and hand-over
RIWKHLUEDGJHVRIRIÀFH
Sadly, the restrictions
in place due to Covid-19 made
this impossible this year, but we
didn’t want them to miss out
on the ceremony, so we worked
with Headteacher Ann Robinson
to arrange a suitable alternative.
On the appointed day,
Headteacher Ann and the 5
RIÀFHUVRIWKHFOXEGLDOOHGLQ
to our Zoom meeting for a
“real” virtual ceremony. Led
by their President Ethan, each
RIWKHLURIÀFHUVWROGXVZK\
they wanted to take on this
responsibility and gave a report
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on their experiences so far.
7KHRWKHURIÀFHUVDUH9LFH
President – Oliver Chandra,
Secretary – Sophie Thomas,
Treasurer – Hayden Fitch, and
Public Relations – Emma Henry.
$OOUHFLWHGDQGFRQÀUPHGWKH
RotaKids pledge and received
WKHLUEDGJHVRIRIÀFHIURP+HDG
Teacher Ann Robinson.
As always, their reports were
GHOLYHUHGÁXHQWO\DQGWRJUHDW
appreciation by our members.
They updated us on a year when
they raised a record amount
of just under nine thousand

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
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pounds through their
sponsored run-in aid
of Cancer Research
(£8994.50) which had
been postponed from
March due to Covid-19.
In addition to this, their
“Hello Yellow” day in
aid of Young Minds
raised £233.00 (children
paid to wear something
yellow instead of school
uniform), and a further
initiative in aid of
Children in Need raised £723.95.
This total of £9951.45 is the
most ever raised by a single
RotaKids club anywhere in this
District, and puts some Rotary
Club events in the shade!
Ann said how delighted they
were to work with our Rotary
club and to praise the efforts
PDGHE\WKH5RWD.LGVRIÀFHUV
and committee.
President Peter led the RotaKids
LQDÀQDOUHFLWDWLRQRIWKH
RotaKids Pledge and gave the
vote of thanks, to acclamation.
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Covid and The Great Wall of China

ith Covid-19 and
Government
blanket restrictions, people can forget that
each person is dealing with
their own struggles. We lose
sight that each person or
family is struggling behind the
doors of their household in
their own individual way.

you stay up from 02.30 (end
RIÀUVWOHVVRQ WRIRU
the second? Or grab 3 hours
sleep? Or maybe go to bed
early evening, and get up for
a night shift from 01.00 to
08,00 end of second lesson?

7KHÀJKWDJDLQVWWKHSDQGHPic has brought many lows to
families and individuals but along
the way there have been highlights that shine through, bringing
VRPHVRODFHLQWKHVHGLIÀFXOW
times. These moments, personal
or family triumphs, or happiness,
are the glimmers of hope that
reinforce our resolve. Holding
on to these precious moments
strengthen us as we move forward towards the end of the
pandemic and possibly getting
back to a new normal.

HYHQDELUWKFHUWLÀFDWHIRU%DUQDby. If you’ve never been to China,
its reputation for bureaucracy
is understated. In short, even if
lockdown was lifted, no birth
FHUWLÀFDWHQRSDVVSRUWQRSDVVport - no visa, no visa - no entry
to China. We were stuck.

Peter asked if I could share some
of our experiences. As a dutiful
son in law, who has crashed in
his house, won’t move out, eats
all his food, and even located
and raided his stash of hidden
chocolate it’s the least I can do.

The new academic year was approaching, summer holidays were
ending and a full syllabus was on
offer. China realised that teachers must be able to return and
eventually a route was devised,
but teachers only, no dependants.
Helen could go … but without
Barnaby or me. She quickly decided not to go without us (I like
to think that my parenting was
no part of her decision making, I
did read some of that book!)

Bureaucratic Nightmare

Time to get back to work

We live and work in China and
we’ve reported before how we
“surprised” the family in January
with Helen’s pregnancy, and how
Barnaby was born the day before
lockdown. We had a new baby
but these weeks of lockdown
bought us time to learn. (I did
read a book!). The schools in
China were closed but we were
too busy changing nappies and
focussing on Barnaby to care.
The weeks passed in quiet bliss,
but the return to China was fast
approaching, and there were
PDQ\SUREOHPVQRÁLJKWVQR
travel, no movement at all – not
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

Our school has invested heavily
in an online teaching. A large
percentage of staff are trapped
outside China too and the online
solution is welcome. Sounds easy
doesn’t it? Billericay Rotary Club
has been meeting very successfully on Zoom for 8 months.
Surely this was a doddle.
But don’t forget the 8 hour time
difference. When school starts at
08.00 in China it’s 01.00 in the
UK. First lesson at 09.30 means
staying up late. A nuisance, but
bearable. But what if you have
another lesson at 1.00 pm China
time? That’s 05.00 in the UK. Do

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

Our holiday and grace period
LVGHÀQLWHO\RYHUQRZ+HOen’s lesson times vary day by
day, so each night’s sleep pattern is different. All the while
caring for a new baby, and preparing lessons, not to mention
the marking. She is a dedicated
professional and my personal
inspiration.
These working hours and the
new baby are hard for us. Up
all-night working and up all day
with the baby. We manage as best
we can and have had very few
disagreements (but maybe a few
whoppers). Even on my worst
days, when lockdowns or tiers
are taking their toll on me, I stop
and appreciate what I have and
how lucky I am. There are many
in a far more precarious and
unhappy situation. We are truly
lucky to have the family around
us and they are such a support.
We still have no route or date
for returning to China as the
VLWXDWLRQLVLQFRQWLQXDOÁX[,W
seems that it’s a long road ahead
until this small family can return
to some normality. Like everyone
now, I think the road is bumpy,
We just
try and
enjoy the
ÁDWELWV
Hope
you had
a Merry
Masked
Christmas.
By Richard
Wallis
www.billericayrotary.org
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How Christmas Came Early For Carol!

C

itations can come and go.
Some are expected, some,
like the one received
recently by Carol Weller, coordinator of the Essex Voluntary
Blood Service, come as a
complete surprise and delight.

Blood Service have been
nominated for a Colchester
Borough Council Community
Recognition Award. Thank you
for making a difference within
your local community. EVBS
thoroughly deserves this award.

Our own Essex bloodrunner Ken
Smith takes up the story:

7KHDWWDFKHG3')FHUWLÀFDWH
ZLOOEHIROORZHGE\DQRIÀFLDO
FHUWLÀFDWHSHUVRQDOO\VLJQHG
by the Mayor of Colchester
once restrictions have been
eased. Until then, please print
DQGGLVSOD\WKHFHUWLÀFDWHDQG
feel proud of the support your

“I received this email from Carol
on November 27. It read: Good
afternoon all. I have run this group
for ten years now and have built up
from three hospitals to what it is
now. Last night I received an email
that I have waited ten years for.
1RZLWKDVÀQDOO\DUULYHG1RRQH
will ever know what this means to
me.Thank you all for making this
happen.”

Proud Of Support
The email read:
Dear Carol. I am delighted to
announce that Essex Voluntary
Page 14
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volunteer’s staff and organisation
have provided.

5,000 Runs In 2020
Ken Smith updates us on EVBS’s
achievements. “When I spoke
to Carol, she said the group had
done 5.000 runs this year so
far. If I am right, the total for
all 2019 was 1,400 when we
covered only seven nights a week
plus weekend and bank holidays
whereas, since April this year, we
have been running 24/7.
“We now carry blood and blood
products (platelets etc), samples,
milk, equipment occasionally,
plus delivering medications to
patients from pharmacies and
surgeries. And we service the
Essex and Herts Ambulances
every night of the year with
the blood they carry on the
helicopters and the emergency
response vehicle.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Bye, Bye Districts, Hello Areas?

his latest District
Forum was held
again over Zoom
on Saturday November
21. Again, it seemed that
business on Zoom gets
business done faster! I
believe so but have some
sympathy with it being
a greater challenge for
any speakers on the
day? Especially since
it is a Webinar so no
interruptions possible
without the permission of the
meeting host, and all queries have
to be raised as written questions
using the Q & A facility.

DG Remarks
In opening the meeting DG
Keith Brownlie, after apologies
for absence and approval of the
minutes of the previous meeting,
raised two main points:
• Rotary GBI was looking into
a possible re-organisation into
areas rather than districts to
LPSURYHHIÀFLHQF\EXWQRGHWDLOV
were yet known.
• 2021-22 President Elect
Training Session (PETS) would
be held over Zoom and plans
for a cross-District PETS were
therefore postponed.
• It had been planned to
merge the 2020-21 and 202122 District Conferences but
the continuing situation with
COVID-19 puts that in
jeopardy and a decision
is planned for January
2021.

• Youth Services – RYLA
was cancelled for this
year and the Nessie
competition was extended
to end March
• Public Image and
Membership – Nick Olver
and Kathryn Evans will
conduct a needs study into
Social Media skills.

unused RYLA/LAMP youth funds
to our club to make up for the
capping of our District Grant
was withdrawn prior to the
meeting by the Trustees. WHY?
The grounds for this were that
all capped clubs had not had the
opportunity to request access
to any of these funds, and it
was inappropriate for this to
be considered in isolation. (We
KDGEHHQQRWLÀHGVHSDUDWHO\WKDW
the £2000 would be split equally
between all four clubs which
had seen their District Grants
“Capped”.)

'LVWULFW2IÀFHU5HSRUWV
(DFKRIÀFHULGHQWLÀHGDQ\
changes to their submitted
report and gave an opportunity
for questions. Two notable items:
• Foundation – all queries were
postponed pending decisions
on the Foundation Team and its
operating processes.

Missed Out again!
The District Financial
Statements and
Charitable Trust Fund
Statements for 201920 were approved.
The agenda item to
seek Forum approval
to move £2000 of the
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

• Council on Legislation –
Bob Barclay - only 12 of 31
resolutions were accepted.
The proposal to formerly accept
RotaKids, and to lower the
minimum size of a new club, was
one of those rejected.

Presentations
1. Jed Brooks proposed to hire
an outside company to help
membership campaigns using
social media. Very low quote
received so far; alternative
suppliers would be investigated.
This would be funded from
underspends in Jed’s budget.
Forum agreed the proposal
subject to competitive quotes
being obtained.
2. Christine Menzies of the
National Institute of Health
Research (NIHR) - the R&D
department of the Ministry of
Health, appealed to members
and friends to volunteer:
www.bepartofresearch. nihr.
ac.uk) and showed video
interviews with current
participants. There
would be no new
treatments if there
were no volunteers for
clinical trials.
A strong case for
participants but spoilt
by Christine’s technical
issues including expecting a talk by one of her
speakers who had not
(continued on next page)
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Bye, Bye Districts? (continued)
(continued from Page 15)
even registered to attend!
Join the Covid trials by
signing up at www.nhs.uk/
researchcontact

need. (Details were
shared at the club
meeting following Forum
so that members could
donate in support).

3. Donate a Dinner –
Kate Keys of Chelmsford
Satellite club. It planned
to work with the
“Homestart” charity to
provide Christmas food
hampers to families in

District Governor Keith
WRRNÀQDOTXHVWLRQVDQG
closed the meeting.
Next meeting February
23 2021.
By President Peter Greene

0DJQLÀFHQW6HYHQ$5RWDUDFW3XE&UDZO

T

alking of archives (see
Page 9-10) secretary Les
has come up with this
gem from the Yellow Advertiser,
November 22, 1985 - a reminder
of how Rotaract works.
It reads: The Rotaract Club of
Basildon was “over the moon”
to have raised £300 from a
sponsored three-legged, fancy
dress, sponsored pub crawl.,
starting at the Barge in Vange

with twenty members dressed
in the words of one member:
“guaranteed to scare the money
out of the pockets of the pub
patrons along the way”.

Social And Community
Balance
Seven pubs – The Barge, The
Powerhouse, The Commodore,
The Long Riding, Lear’s, The Bull’s
(\HDQGÀQDOO\7KH7RZQJDWH$OO
money raised from sponsorship

and collection will go to the
Elmbrook School for the
Disabled in Basildon.
Mark Chambers for Basildon
Rotaract Club said; “It is a club
for young people aged from 18 28 which balances social activity
with community service.”
The Rotaract boundaries may
have moved on from 1985 but
the Rotary commitment stays as
ever.

Christmas Crackers
• Production is down at
Santa’s workshop.Too many
workers are elf-isolating
• Why didn’t Mary and Joseph
make it to Bethlehem? All Virgin
ÁLJKWVZHUHFDQFHOOHG
• Why is it best to think of
2020 as a panto? Hopefully it
will be behind you
• Why can’t Boris Johnson make
his Christmas cake until the last
minute? He doesn’t know how many
tiers it should have
• How do you play Dominic

Cousins Monopoly? Ignore the
rules, move anywhere you like
and never Go To Jail
• How is Prince Andrew coping
with this Christmas? Fine. No sweat.
• Why wasn’t Rudolph
allowed to take part in vaccine
trials? They only wanted
guinea pigs.
• How can you get out of talking
WR\RXUPRWKHULQODZDW&KULVWPDV"
Put her on mute.
• How does Santa keep track
RIDOOWKHÀUHSODFHVKHYLVLWV"

He keeps a logbook.
• Which Government scheme
supports Christmas dinner? Eat
Sprout to Help Out
• :KLFK&KULVWPDVÀOPZDV
years ahead of its time? Home
Alone.
• Why couldn’t Mary and Joseph
join their work conference call?
There was no Zoom at the inn.
• And why did they have to
travel to Bethlehem? Because
they couldn’t book a home
delivery

Birthday Congratulations to Revd. Margaret Fowler (January 24)

Future Meetings and Events
All meetings to be conducted by Zoom Video-conferencing, to be reviewed at end January 2021 and
a further announcement made on our website.
Our Video meetings are on Mondays at 14.00.
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