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President’s Message
Birthday Boys And Flights Of Fancy

milestone month for me,
another birthday. I try to
put on a brave face, these
birthdays do seem to come so
quickly! We welcomed our old
friend America Rotarian Jack
Magee from the Woodbury, New
Jersey. You are always welcome!
That was February 3 when we
asked Pat, off to Australia to see
his family, to deliver our cheque
to the Rotarians there to be
XWLOLVHGIRUWKHEHQHÀWRIWKRVH
FDXJKWXSLQWKRVHWHUULEOHÀUHV
Our speaker was Adam Adshead on the Cater Museum. We
appreciated his mammoth
task running a museum with
all involved from deciding
what to display, keeping them
repaired and stored at the
ULJKWWHPSHUDWXUHDQGÀQGLQJ
storage room.

A Life Of Song
Birthday greetings to Bert
on February 10. Our guests
were Rotarian Brian Wellman
of the Basildon Concord Club,
also Angela and Brenda. Speaker
Betty Davies titled her subject
“Sixty Years of Song”. What a life!
Singing in a choir had given her
so much interest over the years,
not least to sing in Australia, one
of the many trips she related. My
main joy - her command of the
English Language.
Business meetings can be dull.
Not on February 17 when we
thanked Bert for drinks, wished
Peter Greene a happy birthday
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Bert was in his element again
with a wonderful account of the
YHU\HDUO\ÁLJKWVDQGWKH$WODQWLF
crossing by Alcock and Browne
and others attempting to cross
the Atlantic. Part One of “Don’t
Get Your Feet Wet” appears on
Page 8. Good to see you are still
doing your homework, Bert!
Wonder what the Page 1 image
is? Billericay’s awards just keep
coming. It’s yours truly with our
award recognizing our contribution to End Polio Now. I received
it at Channels Chelmsford on
February 23 when Angela
and I, with several other Club
Rotarians and wives, and over
100 guests, celebrated Rotary’s 115 year birthday.

Oh Yes, Churchill!
Shrove Tuesday saw many
of us visiting Churchhill’s
Angela and me at the PHF Lunch
coffee morning to see this
and welcomed our Rotarian
new home for the over Sixties.
friends from Basildon Concord,
A very attractive development.
President Mike Goldsmith, Danny
Delighted to see Anne and
Lovey and Mufaro Mapanda.
Grahame Rudkins who moved
They showed their project (Page
in a short while ago. Grahame is
9), building new school classhoping to join us for lunch soon.
room blocks in Zvamaida, ZimbaChurchills took a collection.
bwe. Well done. Helping schools
They are hoping that any monies
in Africa is so worthwhile.
raised by them will be given to
us for our Benevolent Fund. We
Atlantic Crossings
took Treasurer Mike Ginn along
Further birthday drinks from
just in case and thank them for
Peter Greene on February 24.
their kind thought and generosity.
Trevor reported on an email, via
Pat, from the Geelong Rotary
Finally, to Brenda, our regular
Club thanking us warmly for the
guest. Lovely to see you always!
A$400 we sent to the victims of

Karlshamn Excited About Our Visit

embers have been invited to the annual Rotary
Double Triangular reunion, this year in Karlshamn,
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WKHÀUHGLVDVWHULQ$XVWUDOLD

Sweden, from September 10-13,
details provided include itinerary,
dates and costs
Let Malcolm Acors know asap if

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

you want to go on this exciting
Twinning Visit. Home hosting,
museum visits, local activities and
.... a Moose Safari!

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
www facebook com/BillericayRotary

www.billericayrotary.org
www billericayrotary org

Bush Fires Appeal – Thank You Billericay
to please come to
“Incredibly moved by your club’s Australians
the area to inject money into the
local economy.
personal donations”
Beautiful Sentiments

L

“Attending that meeting will
be Past President Alan Russell
and Past District Governor
Phil Armstrong, and I will make
a formal presentation of the
$400 to them on behalf of the
Billericay Rotary Club with the
beautiful sentiments with which
it comes and the instruction
for it to be utilised directly into
the community wherever it will
serve best. I shall ask them to
let us know how the money was
utilised, knowing that it will be
well applied.

ast month we were so
struck by the unfolding
GLVDVWHURIWKHEXVKÀUHVLQ
Australia that we voted funds for
the Australian Relief fund.
This month, Patrick Rothon
has already delivered Down
Under!
In a message to the
Newsletter he emails:
“Having arranged a
meeting in Geelong with
Past District Governor
Cathy Roth, I presented
a donation on behalf of
the Club in support of the
Rotary Bush Fire Appeal.”
Pat subsequently received
the following email from
Cathy in appreciation. “It
was heart-warming to hear
of the concern of your
Club Members for those
DIIHFWHGE\WKHEXVKÀUHV
I was incredibly moved
by your club’s personal
donations, totalling A$400
to be used directly in the
EXVKÀUHDUHD

“Please convey the sincere
thanks of all in Rotary in Australia, the clubs in the affected area
and from me, personally, as a RoThe area was devastated and
tarian, for such a kind caring and
the plea had been going out to
generous donation to the welfare
of those so badly affected
Our Club Member Patrick Rothon
by this disaster.
hands over the Donation
Your actions build a strong
to Australian PDG Cathy Roth
bridge of caring across our
amazing organisation that is
Rotary. I shall be in touch
with further news following
my visit to Bateman’s Bay.
In the meantime, please
know that the sincere
thanks of us all go to all at
Billericay Rotary Club and
thank you for taking time
to convey your messages
of caring.”
based in Bateman’s Bay – the epLFHQWUHRIWKHÀUHVRQWKHVRXWKern New South Wales coast”.

Patrick and Carol, having
been with their family in
Australia, have moved onto
Abu Dhabi. “It’s 35oC here,”
writes Pat. (95oF for those
who understand real temperatures!)
Shame! But well done
Down Under.

“One of those groups is
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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Foundation Success And Letters From America
A C elebrat io n o f t he Bir t h d a y of R ot a r y I n t e r n a t i on a l , and
R o t ar y ’s O w n Char i t y - T h e R ot a r y Fou n d a t i on

District Foundation Chairman Robert Macaulay

Rotary Foundation Trustee Steve Munns

Club Foundation Chairman Malcolm and Sue

Club President-Elect Peter and Wendy

Club Secretary Ed and Margaret

Club Member Bert French
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Foundation Success And Letters From America

D

istrict
1240’s
second
Paul Harris
Fellows Lunch
was held at
Channels
Estate,
Chelmsford
on Sunday
23rd February.
Our Club was represented
by President Ben and Angela
Clarke, President-Elect Peter and
Wendy Greene, Malcolm and
Sue Acors, Bert French, Margaret
and myself; Mrs Daphne Allen
and Mrs Jill Wind were also in
our party. Also seated with us
was Rotary Club of Basildon’s
Peter Townsend and his daughter
Dawn, accompanying her father
in the absence of his wife Lesley.
Welcome was by District
Foundation Team Leader Robert
Macaulay and an excellent three
course meal followed grace by
PDG Stan Keller.

Top Three Honoured
Awards for 2018-19 were presented by IPDG Lesley Sulley,
ÀUVWO\WRWKHWKUHH5RWDU\&OXEV
which had made the largest per
capita contributions to The Rotary Foundation;

Ed Harrison
Reports
ÀQDQFLDOVXSSRUWRIWKH(QG3ROLR
Now: Countdown to History
Campaign were presented to the
following clubs:
 Basildon,
 %HQÁHHW
 Billericay
 %LOOHULFD\0D\ÁRZHU
 Brentwood,
 Brentwood A Becket,
 Chelmsford Mildmay
 Colchester
 Colchester Forum.
 Kelvedon & District
 Manningtree Stour Valley
 Wickford
 Witham.
President Ben Clarke received
RXUFHUWLÀFDWHIURP3'*/HVOH\
Sulley (Picture on Front Page).
The Loyal Toast was
proposed by DGE
Keith Brownlie.

Twelve Years On
Top
Presentations: Our
PDG Steve Munns, a
Trustee of The Rotary
Basildon’s Peter Townsend and Dawn
Foundation (UK) and
Regional Coordinator
 First: Harlow Tye (with over
Region
19,
said Foundation had
$1000 per member!!!),
been recognised as one of the
 Second: Brentwood A Becket
top three charities in the world
 Third: Rayleigh Mill.
for the twelfth year in succession,
End Polio Now
most by any other charity. He
&HUWLÀFDWHVRI$SSUHFLDWLRQIRU
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

added that
Rotary is
providing a
world legacy
in its attempts
to achieve the
End of Polio
programme
initiated and
driven by
Rotary.

Moving Experiences
Rotary Scholar Moenu Kiuchi
who is a doing a Masters Degree
at Essex University, spoke about
her work and the huge esteem in
which Rotary is held worldwide
for its efforts in promoting education and peace studies.

Rotary Scholar Moenu Kiuchi
Rarely does one listen to movLQJÀUVWKDQGH[SHULHQFHVVXFK
as “Polio Past and Present” by
Caroline Stringer. She reported
on letters and stories heard from
her mother who had worked
on polio wards in the USA in
the years following World War
II. A timely realisation of the
dedication of those helping those
stricken by this awful disease ....
DG Pauline Dean thanked all for
attending and our speakers, with
special thanks to Rotarian Sheila
Keller for organising the lunch
and liaising with Channels Estate.
The Rotary Toast was proposed
by Rotarian Martin Sulley, Foundation Grants Chairman.
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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S p e a ke r s ’ C o r n e r
Silence Of The Lamb – For Now!

T

he Cater Museum’s
most famous exhibit, the
Two-Headed Lamb, is
to have a new home. The good
news is that it will stay within the
town’s only museum as Adam
Adshead explained when he gave
us an update and slide show at
lunch on February 5.

“Most people who visited
the museum as children remember it. We have parents
and grandparents bringing in
youngsters to show them.
“The lamb is over 120 years
old and was born on a Billericay area farm, dying at just
six weeks old. It belonged to
Timothy Shipp, a veterinary
surgeon and was bequeathed to
the museum by his daughter.

ported the lamb to Norwich in
October and handed it over to
their natural history curators.

Like A Challenge

“The lamb has become a little
dishevelled and is need of some
loving restoration,” said Adam.
“Experts from Norwich Castle
Museum are undertaking conservation work and Tanya Burrage,
one of our volunteers, trans-

“On its return it will have
a new home in a specialist
cabinet in a large display
area. All this is expensive but will be aimed at
informing both young and
old. We intend to start
crowd-funding, in parallel
with the Waitrose Green
Button scheme”

Adam admitted: “My previous
experience has nothing to do
with museums or cinema.” He
is chairman of the museum
since 2018 and founder of the
Billericay Community Cinema
in 2015, a town councillor and
For the record
chair of the Finance Committee
 The museum is an 18th Century listed building
which is building the Chanty
 It has a “secret garden” to the rear
 As a charity, 99% of income comes from owning the leasehold of the Way Town Hall and Community
building which he said would
two shops either side.
be “a fabulous facility” ; also
 The newly-launched “Friends of the Cater Museum” is looking to
chair of the Billericay Art Trail
grant funding
 ,QDGGLWRQWRWKHEXONRIWKHFROOHFWLRQEHLQJRQWKHÀUVWDQGVHFRQG but admits: “My wife Jo is the
driving force behind that.”
foors, the basement is “a veritable Aladdin’s Cave”.
 Collection includes: Door of the house once owned by Christopher
“A personal aim is to create an
0DUWLQRI0D\ÁRZHUIDPHDUWHIDFWVIURPWKH=HSSHOLQGRZQHGGXULQJ
environment for new communiWorld War 1; trade coins from when Billericay issued its own currency, ty groups to form, targeting the
a sea chest said to have circumnavigated the world twice with
under-served groups in town,
Admiral Walton, hero of the Battle of Passaro in 1718 and map
particularly the socially isolatof the proposed canal to Billericay. “Never built,” said Adam, “since Billed.”
ericay is at the top of a hill.”
In citing the assets of the
 Re-enactment event linked to the Pilgrim Fathers as part of
museum, he highlighted that it
0D\ÁRZHU
was Billericay’s only museum
And there’s much, much more!
focused on the town’s history
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P

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t

S p e a ke r s ’ C o r n e r
Silence Of The Lamb (continued)
and community, and items of
national interest which we hold.
It’s a charity with one part-time
employee, curator Katie Wilkie
and runs on a daily basis along
with a number of volunteers
supported strategically and operationally by a Board of Trustees.

Harry Potter House
“It is at no 74 in the High Street,
a bit like the Harry Potter house
in that you can easily walk past
without realising it’s there. The

W

building includes Lauren Cole
and Lord of London. Snucked
between is a doorway – A Doorway to the Past!”
´,W·VÀUVWFXUDWRU+DUU\5LFKPDQ
was tasked with bringing together a collection of objects relating
to Billericay’s history. These, with
donations from other private
collectors including Alice May
Cater, who purchased the building to provide a museum in
honour of her late husband and

local antiquarian, William Cater,
form the core of the current
collection.
“Harry Richman was the man
behind the Ritz in Chapel Street
which sadly closed in 1971. It was
44 years before Billericay had
another regular cinema.
“At the risk of sounding corny,
the museum really is a jewel in
Billericay’s High Street, but we’re
closed until late March for renovation.” It’s worth the wait!

A Nightingale Sang In.............

ell......... in the
life of Billericay’s
own nightingale,
Betty Davies, just about
everywhere.
As she told us under the
title “60 Years of Song” at
lunch on February 10. “As
a soprano I have been a
choral singer for sixty years,
sung in six choirs and, as she
modestly admitted: “sung in
the great choral halls in the
UK and around the world,
many of them spent under
the “patronage” of Sir Malcolm Sargent.
´,ÀUVWPHW6LU0DOFROPZKHQ,
joined the Royal Choral Society.
He was a wonderful conductor
and a very nice man. He conducted at many rehearsals at the
Royal College of Music which
were often attended by members of the Royal family, VIP’s
and students. Little did I know
that, on one occasion, my future
mother-in-law was sitting there
with some of her pupils”

She represented Great Britain in the 1980’s and toured
Australia, singing in Sydney,
Melbourne and Perth in
VRPHRIWKHLUÀQHVWFKRUDO
venues and cathedrals and
highlighted in the 12,000 capacity Sydney Opera House.

married, she recalls the Royal
Festival Hall as “not good
acoustics but probably improved
now” and the Royal Albert Hall
where the choral society did
four carol services each year as
“ a great thrill”. She recalled
recording “Hiawatha” at the BBC
studios in Maida Vale.

Moved to Billericay when she

“We weren’t allowed to sneeze
or blow our noses. Wore long
white dresses and no wedding
rings or necklaces, no jewellery
LQFDVHWKH\UHÁHFWHGLQWKH
cameras.”

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

“Great Thrill”

“We were fêted,” she said.
“Picnics on the lawn, taken
to see koala bears, even a
tour which took us into
the red light district. Easter
Saturday we were a multi-national choir numbering 3,000 – Japanese, New
Zealanders and Australians.
Memorable.”

Cancer Campaign
It was prompted by Sir Malcolm
Sargent to raise concern about
cancer and leukaemia after
his daughter died from cancer.
Other tours followed to Europe
- Germany, Austria and Jersey.
%HWW\·VÀQDOWKRXJKWV
“Yes, Mahler’s No 8 Symphony
was the hardest to perform.”
“Retire? Not sure.”
Please Betty. Carry On Singing!
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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S p e a ke r s ’ C o r n e r
Don’t Get Your Feet Wet! Part 1

ood advice at any time
I’m sure, said Bert French
when he spoke at our
Monday lunch on February 24,
“but it could have been said by
any of the famous six men I will
tell you about. The main event
happened on my father’s birthday,
June 14, 1909.”
Bert’s story starts here. In 1903
at Kitty Hawk in the USA, brothers Orville and Wilbur Wright
PDGHWKHZRUOG·VÀUVWÁLJKWLQD
powered aeroplane, one of their
own design and construction.
“Not everyone believed it and
news travelled slowly. But some
enthusiasts in the UK were also
experimenting with these ideas.

Building In A Shed
Brooklands had been built for
motor racing in 1906-07 in Weybridge, Surrey by Hugh F. Locke
King. Some 1500 workers completed the high-speed banked
track in under a year at a cost of
£150,000. Thirty thousand were
expected at the opening. Just
10,000 turned up but, among
them, a doctor’s son, A.V. Roe.
“He biked sixteen miles from
Putney, not for the racing, but to
see if any of the site was suitable for testing an aeroplane he’d
been building in his shed.”
It was. He erected a shed there
DQGPDGHVKRUWÁLJKWVLQ$XWXPQ
1906 and another in 1907,
QHLWKHURIÀFLDOO\UHFRJQLVHG7KH
ÀUVWRIÀFLDO8.ÁLJKWZDVE\WKH
American, Cody, a year later.
For the next few years, improvements in design and construction
PDGHLWDOOSRVVLEOHIRUÁ\HUV
 %OHULRWÁHZWKH&KDQQHOLQ
1909 and Brooklands took off as
a motor racing and aviation site.
Page 8

to change direction in mid-Atlantic to ditch in the shipping
lanes, hoping to be picked up by
a passing ship.

 Vernon Roe was joined by
Tommy Sopwith and Harry
Hawker. Between them they
built up Brooklands for more and
more aeroplane construction
 By the outbreak of the Great
War in 1914, it was a major centre for aircraft production.
In 1913, Lord Northcliffe,
Daily Mail proprietor, offered a
SUL]HIRUWKHÀUVWSHRSOH
WRÁ\WKH$WODQWLFQRQVWRS+H
knew there was no plane capable
of doing it. His offer was to spur
on designers to do something
about it. … and they did.

Taking Up The Challenge
 By Spring 1919, although many
pilots were killed in World War I,
great advances in technology and
know-how had been made.
 Three pilots and three navigators took up the challenge,
GHFLGLQJWRÁ\ZHVWWRHDVWZLWK
the prevailing winds.
 They had to dismantle the
planes, box them up and ship
them to Newfoundland before
DWWHPSWLQJWKHÁLJKWEDFN
Harry Hawker
with Lt. Cmd.
Mackenzie-Grieve
as navigator, were
chosen by Tommy
6RSZLWKWRÁ\D
remodelled single
engined Sopwith
B1. But their
engine overheated, forced them

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

When no news reached home
DIWHUÀYHGD\V.LQJ*HRUJH9
sent a telegram to Muriel Hawker thanking her on behalf of the
nation for her husband’s efforts.
A memorial service for the two
dead airmen was held at Hook
village church. Soon after leaving
church, Muriel received a second
telegram. They were alive! Picked
up by a Danish merchant ship.
Their plane was eventually salvaged and displayed in the roof
garden of Selfridges, Oxford St.
One hour later, Raynham and
Morgan tried in their Martynside,
only for a crosswind to crash
the plane before it took off, their
challenge over.
That leaves the third pair, Alcock
and Brown in a Vickers Vimy airFUDIWZHLJKLQJÀYHWRQVSRZHUHG
by two 360hp RR Eagle engines
“The date: June 14, 1919 – my
father’s 30th. birthday,” said Bert.
Which is where he came in!

In Part 2 next month:
Aerial history is made,
a peat bog in Galway,
knighted by the King, and
Australia takes up the
challenge.

Alcock & Brown’s Vickers Vimy before take-off

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
www
facebook com/BillericayRotary

www.billericayrotary.org
www
billericayrotary org

Concord On Track For Project Funding

T

he early success of
our Club’s project for
classrooms and boreholes in Kenya has prompted our good friends in the
Basildon Concord RC to talk
to us on February 17 about
their own African project.
Mufaro Mapanda was one of
three Concord Members, the
other was President Mike
Goldsmith, when Danny Lovey
gave a video presentation of
their Zimbabwe project to build
new classroom blocks at the
Zvamaida Primary School.
Mufaro originates from Zimbabwe but has lived in the UK for
twenty years.
In their project document she
says: “As a Rotarian I am passionate about helping communities

C

and in particular, of course, Zimbabwe. To see the plight of the
children breaks your heart. The
community is fully behind this
project and have made 63,000
bricks for the new classrooms.”
Danny took up the theme. “The
school is in the Chegutu district
of Zimbabwe. It has just one
classroom block for 365 children,
no electricity and hole in
the ground toilets. Most
of the children are taught
under thatched buildings
or trees.

Mufara Mapanda), with government blessing. Danny said: “We
are on track for funding our
project. As of now, we are close
to our $70.000 target taking
into account the District 1240
and Global Funding that will take
effect once our application to
Rotary Foundation is hopefully
approved in the next few months.

Six Classrooms
“They walk long distances,
and most are undernourished and impoverished.
The aim is to build a total
of six classrooms, provide
electricity, a new water
borehole, toilets and sanitary
facilities for the girls.”
He added: “Poor infrastructure
reduced children’s education
leading to failure in their studies.
The new classrooms will greatly
diminish the need for students
having to learn in inadequate
buildings, encourage attendance
and build self-esteem.”
The instigators of the project
are the charity Hope for African
Communities (Founder/CEO

Simple School Scheme
“This application was done under
the Rotary Foundation Simple
6FKRROWULDOVFKHPH5HFHQWO\Ànancial support has come from a
Rotary Club and District in Italy.
We need more.”
Information and donations to
Danny Lovey,
mobile: 07740 600539
email: dannylovey@aol.com
Facebook: https:/www.facebook.
com/appealforZvamaidaSchool/

Charitable Link With Churchill?
arli Jack of Churchills Retirement Living had contacted Rtn. Peter Strong.

We are their local charity of
choice and they would be holding a coffee morning on Tuesday
February 25 from which our
Rotary Club of Billericay would
EHWKHEHQHÀFLDU\RIWKHPRQey raised on the day, with the
Churchill Foundation matching
that sum. All Club Members and

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

partners were invited.

portunity to inspect the rooms!

The day was a great success, the
car park was full, and reception
area replete with visitors and
our Members including President Ben, President-Elect Peter,
International Chairman Malcolm,
Membership Secretary Peter
Strong and Treasurer Mike Ginn,
together with partners, who
were all made most welcome.
Some of them even took the op-

Peter Strong commented “Good
publicity for them, and good
publicity for us, and we might
even gather some new Members
from Meadow Lodge. Many will
be retirees and much our age.
Ideally, too, it’s just 200 yards
from Reids.”

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

The money should arrive imminently.
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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The Author In Our Midst

ith 50 years of
journalism behind
me, I thought, OK – I
can write the ultimate novel.
Got to 80,000 words – mental
EORFNFRXOGQRWÀQLVKLW
So, my sympathy goes to
our honourable Treasurer,
railway buff and a man of
many parts, Mike Ginn.
Mike wants to write the
ultimate novel but admits:
“As much for my own
satisfaction as for worldwide publication.”
He is a potential rather than a
budding novelist. I have known
this for some time since we
shared writing sessions at the
Wednesday evening classes
hosted at The Fold by Ivy,
a best-selling author under
another name, but “Our Ivy”
to us. Mike has completed two
books and had one printed but
not published. Thereby hangs a
problem or two.

The story was about a widower
who found himself booted out.
He fell in love. Remarried. Got
EDFNIURPKRQH\PRRQWRÀQG
WKHPDQZKRKDGÀUHGKLP
murdered in his bed. “

I have read Janet’s Story, a tale
intrinsically of “mercy murders”
but will reveal no more of the
plot. Over coffee in the Coach
and Horses we discussed
it. My role - critic and
helper. Mike picked up on
the second point. “I valued
that help. I felt people
pulled me apart without
proper explanation. I still
don’t understand the
concept of “showing.”

Editor Trevor Bond
Talks To Mike Ginn
About Writing The
Ultimate Novel
That is a synopsis of the book he
started many years ago at Ivy’s
class. Did the classes help?, “Yes”
and “No”.
I can understand that. They did
little for me either. Case, perhaps,
of different wavelengths. Mike
DGGV´7KDWV\QRSVLVLVWKHÀUVW
half of the book- not the whole
book. There are more murders.
Writing a “whodunnit” when you
have no idea who actually did it,
was interesting! Decision made, I

He does not confess to
having ‘writer’s block’
(well not completely) but
recognises a need to rethink
the printed but unpublished
one, Janet’s Story, and a
renewed approach to the
RWKHUXQÀQLVKHGZRUNVRQKLV
computer.

Wanted A Hobby
I asked him how he came to
ZULWHKLVÀUVW6WRU\:KDWZDV
his inspiration?
“No inspiration,” he said.
“I had been given notice of
redundancy and I wanted a
hobby. I enjoyed making up
stories on a small scale and
thought I would write a story
about a situation I found
myself in but told from a
different perspective.
Page 10

had to edit bits of the preceding
story.”

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

Telling A Female Story
He goes on: “I felt comfortable
with the story as it developed.
Problem was the main character,
Janet. I was telling a female story
– from Janet’s viewpoint. I would
really like a woman to read it
and tell me if it sounds if my
character, Janet is possible. Have
I put a man’s body in a female
body – could she tell me why?
Ivy couldn’t.”
He fended off any accusation of
not researching enough. “I
appreciate more now how
important research is, but I
feel happy with my research
for Janet’s story and will
defend any queries as to the
accuracy of some aspects on
a basis of personal knowledge
of geographical and physical
nature. An A-level in Physics
helped!!

%OXIÀQJ0\:D\

“I knew the area in which
it was set. I grew up in
Southgate, so I knew
Elstree, Borehamwood
etc. When I moved the
storyline to France, I was
comfortable. I have a degree
in economics, know enough
DERXWÀQDQFHWREOXIIP\
(continued on page 11)
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

www.billericayrotary.org

The Author In Our Midst
(continued from page 10)
way into any conversation and
speak reasonable French. I have
holidayed near the Garonne and
have seen the Canal du Midi.”
Trevor: Where do you get your
ideas from?
Mike: “I have no idea. I have a
vivid imagination. The ideas come
out of that.”
Trevor:KRFRPHVÀUVW²WKH
plot or the main character?
Mike: “The character. I have no
idea of plot when I start. I invent
the character and wonder how
such a man might behave. For
example, in Janet’s story one
of the men had no idea about
women. I used this character,
nameless for the moment (Janet
murders him), as the principle
character in another book called
Simon’s Story ....

dictum to “send in the man with
a gun”. I have done this several
times. In one of the on-going
books, it opens with the main
guy being a professional killer.”

Children & Grandchildren
Trevor: Final question, Mike;
Your ambition?

and have four children, then he
gets bumped off by a mugger
in Town Square, Basildon . The
story goes on beyond that .....
Trevor: Everyone suffers from
writer’s block. Have you coped
with it?
Mike´:LWKGLIÀFXOW\,KDYH
overcome it by having three
books “on the go”. If I run out of
ideas for one plot, I move to one
of the others. There’s also Ivy’s

Simon, also a train buff, meets
someone who teaches him how
to court a woman. They marry

Mike: “To continue having fun
writing. I tell people about my
books but there is little interest
in reading them. In the very long
run I would like these books to
be in the hands of my children
and grandchildren so that they
can see what their father/grandfather did for a hobby.
I see the book trade as dead.
My only chance of publication
is through virtual books sold
on Amazon. I get more fun out
of writing than I would out of
selling.”
Thank you, Mike and carry on
writing. Good luck.

Rotary Round-Up
Toastmasters
Rotary International Membership
is proud to announce that is now
working with Toastmasters International, a leading educational
body helping members becoming
more effective speakers, communicators and leaders.
Aim: To enhance club membership experience and help expand
networks, develop leadership and
communication skills and make
a bigger impact in the community.
To be involved: Find and join a
Toastmasters Club, arrange a visit
or invite a Toastmasters member
to talk to your Club.

Award for Excellence
Wives and partners, take note.
The Rotary Award For Excellence in Service to Humanity
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

recognises non-Rotarians, including partners and spouses
of Rotarians who have demonstrated exemplary humanitarian
service in accord with Rotary
ideals. DG’s can nominate candidates from March 1-31. Contact
riawards@rotary.org for questions and more information.
Ed’s note: Shivering in the cold
at the Christmas Market selling
UDIÁHWLFNHWVDQGVSHQGLQJIRXU
years suffering angst with male
spouses devoted 24/7 to the
Soapbox Derby makes you great
contenders. Go for it!

Shred That Load Off Your
Shoulders
:RUULHGDERXWWKRVHFRQÀGHQtial emails that need shredding?
You can now get it all done for

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
www facebook com/BillericayRotary

FREE! David Randall of Billericay
0D\ÁRZHUUHSRUWV´:LWKWKH
rules for GDPR I recently made
contact with Thames Security
Shredding, (Basildon) to have
VRPH5RWDU\&OXERI0D\ÁRZHU
documents that contained external addresses securely shredded.
“Bottom line is that they will
do this for free for charities and
already undertake this for Great
Ormond Street and a couple of
charities local to Billericay. Joe
Tredwell, ISMS Manager,Thames
Security Shredding is happy to
pass this free shredding service
on to other Essex Rotary clubs.
The shredded paper is packed
into blocks which are then sent
to be pulped and end up as tissue paper, so achieving a positive
and green effect”.
www.billericayrotary.org
www
billericayrotary org
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Mercy Ships $1Million Target Reached

W

e reported last year
that we had joined
other Clubs in
Rotary Great Britain and Ireland
in donating to the Mercy Ships
one million dollar challenge.
We are delighted to report that,
in a message to all Rotary clubs,
and circulated in our District
by Paul Chambers, District
Secretary, Mary Whitehead, of
Biggleswade Ivy RC and DG
District 1260 reported that:
“I am thrilled to be able to let
you know that the Mercy Ships
$1million Global Grant target
has been reached.

made across the world in 201920, have led to the opening up of
opportunities for the new ship
and those who receive treatment

The inspiration originating in
2018-19 and the connections

in 2020-21 and future years.
Our thanks to every District
Club and individual who made
this possible.”

Something to Brighten Your Day
Think about it!
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Norman Wilson (19th.) for April.
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R
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Billericay
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–F
Future
Club Meetings and Events
Location - Reids Billericay
We meet on
Mondays at
12.45 for 13.00
,IWKHUHLVDÀIWK
Monday in the
month, please
check the website
for information.

Reids, 66-68 Laindon Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LD Tel: +44 1277 632378
Mar. 2
Pradip Mistry - Age UK
Page 12
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M
9
Mar.9
Andy Stevens - Maldon Salt
Mar.9 (11.30-12.30)
Joint Services Meeting & Club Council
Mar. 16
Business Meeting
Mar. 23
Peter Everitt - Lighthouse
Mar. 30
TBD - Fifth Monday in the month!
Dates For Your Diary
Mar.17
District Forum
April 3
District Quiz - Anglo-European School
May 10
2020 Soapbox Derby

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Question: Use the word diploma in a sentence. Answer: Our water pipes were leaking so we had to call diploma
4XHVWLRQ8VHWKHZRUGLQIRUPDWLRQLQDVHQWHQFH$QVZHU*HHVHVRPHWLPHVÁ\LQIRUPDWLRQ
Question: What does the word “benign” mean? Answer: Benign is what you will be after eight
Question: What comes before a seizure? Answer: Julius
Question: What is a terminal illness? Answer:When you get sick at the airport
A police recruit was asked: What would you do if you had to arrest your own mother? He said: “Call for back-up!”

