Rotary Club of Billericay

News

June 2020

“Service Above Self ”

June 2020

Strong Case For
Pond Dipping ?

Facing The Challenge
Under Lockdown

More Photos - Page 4

See Inside for: Litter Drive - Our Black Bag
Support, Rotakids Responding To Lockdown,
and Howard’s Way - Ever A Gentle Man

J

President’s Message
I Wish You Well As You Wave Me Goodbye!

une, 2020 has seen me
complete three terms as
your President. It has been
a privilege and an honour for
me to have had the opportunity
to lead such a prestigious and
successful Club.
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I could easily have been upset at
the disaster the Club suffered
when Covid-19 struck us this
year, but I remembered how
we have always rallied around
disaster, how we have always
been positive.
The Club did not shut down
until March 16, so we had already
completed nine months of a
normal Rotary year. We did not
in fact “shut down” as Members
DQGRXU'LVWULFW2IÀFHUVKDYH
recognised fully. Under the
guidance of Peter we replaced
the normal lunches with Zoom
meetings - a membership success
– almost all full attendance.

Club In Good Heart
We face the future with
optimism, Covid 19 will not last
forever. Our membership clearly
needs to be boosted when we
are able. For the immediate
IXWXUHKRZHYHUZLWKVRPHÀQH
RIÀFHUVLQSODFHDQG3HWHUDWWKH
helm, the Club is in good heart
and ready for the year ahead.
The Highlight for me was the
Club’s 60th. Charter Lunch in
October An unforgettable day!
As always, I was supported by all
the members.Your support for

President Ben - before the
cares of the Presidency!
me through the year has been
second to none. It has been such
a comfort to know that I can rely
on every member to help me
and the Club in 2019 - 2020, in
what has been arguably a most
challenging year.

The Sad And The Glad
June has been a mixed month for
the Club. Saddest note on June 8
.. News of the death of Howard
Watson, a founder and past3UHVLGHQWRI0D\ÁRZHU+RZDUG
always gave Billericay his full
support and was a regular visitor
to our Club over the years. Do
SOHDVHUHDGWKHYHU\ÀQHWULEXWH
to Howard by our good friend
IURP0D\ÁRZHU3HWHU2ZHQRQ
pages 14-15 in this newsletter.

PLU - Food For Thought
In our Club Assembly on June
15, we set out our next year’s
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programme; on June 22 we
heard an excellent and thoughtprovoking talk by Margaret,
centred on PLU – People Like
Us, and unconscious bias - a
particularly relevant subject,
bearing in mind what has
happened in America recently.
(Full report on page 10). Thank
you and well-done Margaret.
Monday, June 29. Note it in your
diaries. My swansong. I leave
you at our last meeting for me
as President on July 6 (two days
after Independence Day!) before
handing over your next President
Peter. I wish him and the Club
every success.

Tribute By President-Elect Peter Greene
I could not let Ben’s last presidential message pass without paying tribute to his outstanding job in this, his
WKVW\HDUDQGLQWKHWK$QQLYHUVDU\\HDURIWKH&OXE/LWWOHZRXOGKHKDYHWKRXJKWWKDWKLVÀQDO
months would be overshadowed by the Covid-19 epidemic, causing us all to self-isolate and bringing the
normal face-to-face aspects of the Club to a standstill! He has continued to bear the mantle of President
with good humour, his abundant experience and above all, his desire that the Club continues to prosper.
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Litter Picking in Lake Meadows Park
Be part of the solution, not the pollution

The Team Gathers - Pickers Ready

L

ake Meadows is a
beauty spot in our
town, or so it should
be. But, despite the social
distancing regulations in
force for the Covid-19
Pandemic, Lake MeadRZVKDVVHHQDQLQÁX[RI
visitors, and many have left
souvenirs of their visits.

Then with instructions to
each pair of Members “go there”, “do that area”,
“no, go over there” we
were all off picking.

It’s a dirty job but
somebody has to do
it
Mike and Peter - Everybody’s Haul!

Nick’s Initiative
Past District Governor
and Rotary Club of Billericay
0D\ÁRZHU0HPEHU1LFN6LOOLWRH
was appalled by posts on the
Billericay Discussion page

A Disgrace

showing the disgraceful amount
of rubbish being left behind at
the Park. He decided he wanted
to do something about it, and
organised a task force of “litter
pickers” from the Rotary Club of
%LOOHULFD\0D\ÁRZHUDQGLQYLWHG
Members of our Rotary Club of
Billericay and the new Rotary
Club of Billericay Town, to join
him for action on June 1.
Peter Greene and Mike Sinclair
joined Nick and about a dozen
Members of the other clubs, to
do just that.
10.00 am start and there was
Nick handing out (social distancing rules were all followed) rubbish sacks, bag holders and “litter
pickers” to all the volunteers
- all loaned by the Town Council.
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Not a totally salubrious
pastime, but a necessary
RQHDVZHÀOOHGWKHVDFNV
with bottles, gas canisters
and misc. detritus. Many dog
walkers and joggers passed us by,
all keeping at least two metres
away, thankfully. Many words of
encouragement. Simply “Thank
you” said many. “That’s such
a necessary thing to do” said
others. And, of course, several
“what an appalling mess to leave
behind”.
An hour and a half later and Nick
called a halt - with over a dozen
sacks full of rubbish.
Our Club contributed three
sacks from our efforts, so we left
with a great sense of satisfaction
of a job well done, and enjoyment of the camaraderie of our
Rotary Clubs working together.
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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L i f e U n d e r L o c k d ow n !
H ow D o e s You r G a rde n G row ?
Pretty Good! That’s the answer as these images from Peter and Christabel Strong’s garden at
Ivy Cottage show us all. We gave you a taster in the May Newsletter, now here’s the full beauty.
(We’d welcome any more Members’ photographs to brighten up our pages.)
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L i f e U n d e r L o c k d ow n !
Buttsbury Rotakids Making Up For Lost Time

raised money for children in
need, Cancer Research UK and
Sport Relief.

RotaKids Team Leader
Faye Felgate Reports
on a Busy Year

O

patient, kind and understanding.

ur Buttsbury Junior
School Rotakids have
had another busy and
exciting year, despite it being cut
a little short!
One of the highlights has been
their hard work towards the Billericay Dementia Friendly Schools
Award. They have had the opportunity to learn what it is like
to live with dementia, thinking
about ways both our school, and
community, can become more

The children have all spent time
visiting the Ark Day care centre in Billericay, which supports
those living with a range of needs
including Dementia, Alzheimer’s
and Parkinson’s disease and thoroughly enjoyed their time there,
gaining so much from it.

Sales Skills
$VDOZD\VZHPDQDJHGWRÀWLQ
a number of charity events and

Back in the autumn term, the
children had a brilliant time
helping the Rotary Club at the
Billericay Christmas market and
revelled in practising their sales
skills.
They were disappointed not to
be able to do the same at Summerfest but are already excited
for next year!

&OXE<RXWK2IÀFHU0LNH6LQFODLUVD\V,QWKHSDVWDWWKLVWLPHRIWKH\HDUZHKDYH
invited our RotaKids clubs to a lunchtime meeting with us and they have made their
presentations. This is not possible this year due to Government virus restrictions, but
we are actively working with the school so that they can present their achievements
in a video-conference over Zoom in July before the summer holidays.
Hopefully restrictions will have eased by the time schools resume in September by
ZKLFKWLPHWKH\ZLOOKDYHQHZRIÀFHUVDQGDQHZSURJUDPPHDQGZHZLOOKDYHD
new President able to make the badge presentations. Social distancing worked out!
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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Life and Learning Under Lockdown!
Key Moments And Multiple Challenges
Monday March 23.
$VLJQLÀFDQWGDWH
in the life of Buttsbury Junior School.
From that moment
onwards everything
had to change as
headteacher Ann
Robinson reveals:

A message from our teachers ….

W

e were instructed, by
the Government to
close for all but key
workers’ children and prepare
work for home-learning for all
the others.
This meant multiple changes as
you can imagine. We welcomed
about twelve key workers’
children into school each day,
including throughout the Easter
break, with the teachers and
support staff working on a rota
system and working at home the
rest of the time.
We managed to create quite
a lively curriculum for our key
workers’ children, including some
Joe Wicks and David Walliams
each day, and usually ending the
ZHHNZLWK)ULGD\ÀOPDIWHUQRRQ
and some popcorn! The children
enjoyed coming to school and
the number joining us each day
has steadily increased.

Creative Lessons
The home-school learning was
also a challenge – how can we
plan lessons that parents can use
at home? The lessons needed
to be creative in order to motivate the children but also enable
them to work independently as
many parents were working from
Page 6

home and had genuine commitments such as conference calls!
We helped parents motivate
their children, but also helped
them learn not to be hard on
themselves if their children didn’t
want to learn that day! There
was also the IT challenge – some
IDPLOLHVKDGRQHODSWRSDQGÀYH
family members needing it!
Our parents liked daily work
packs, which could be printed at
home or completed on screen.
A few weeks of trial and error,
DQGZHKDGLWGRZQWRDÀQHDUW
We set up year group email
accounts so parents could keep
in touch with school, sharing
what their children had been
doing or asking tricky questions.
We tried to keep in close
contact with our children by
encouraging them to post photos
or comments on Twitter.

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

We did the same; each week,
the teachers posted positive
messages. We also organised
competitions and quizzes for the
children via our website; we also
PDGHVRPHVKRUWÀOPFOLSVWRR

Snakes Alive!
We have maintained our weekly
newsletter to keep a strong link
with home and school. We also
started our COVID snake at the
front of the school – children
are invited to paint a pebble
and then add it to the snake.
We hope, funds-permitting, to
be able to cement the pebbles
into a channel at the front of the
school, so we have a permanent
reminder of how we rallied when
the pandemic befell us.
This month (June) we were
delighted to welcome back 113
Year 6 children; over 90% of our

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

(continued on page 7)
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Life and Learning Under Lockdown!
Key Moments (continued)
(continued from page 6)
Year 6 and started to teach in
‘pods’. It was another new normal and exciting for us. Just wonderful to see the children’s smiling faces as they stepped back
into school after ten weeks at

We are now hoping to welcome
back other year groups before
the end of term – we have plans
in place but can only do it with
Boris’s approval!! Fingers crossed.
We are all ready and waiting!”

DG Jottings

A

s I write this article I have twelve
more days left as
your District Governor as
we rush towards June 30,
2020. Seriously, I am not
counting the days, hours,
minutes and seconds, but
one of my fellow DGs is!
Perhaps that says something about his year!

A well-earned coffee break

I have enjoyed this year as
your District Governor, not least
in meeting some great Rotarians.
Within District 1240 we have
some real ‘People of Action’.
Even COVID-19 hasn’t stopped
us. Throughout our District we
have Rotarians delivering medication and shopping, producing
and distributing thousands of PPE
(masks, face shields etc.) and
supporting local hospices and
Foodbanks in any way they can.

Honoured Rotarians
The June/July edition of our Rotary GB&I magazine ‘Rotary’ recognised Rotary heroes and I am
sure you didn’t fail to notice that
our Rotarians Richard and Nicky
Rackham were featured for their
work as Assistant Director Governance and Resilience NHS/Specialist Nurse in Organ Donation.
Well done Billericay!
I won’t dwell on the fact that the
last four months of this Rotary
Year has seen the cancellation
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

home. The risk assessment was
28 pages long but it was worth
it! Social distancing is a challenge
but the children have risen to
the new expectations and taken
everything in their stride!

of all our events, including many
Rotary Youth competitions in the
region and nationally. A great
shame, but we will be back and
hopefully our events and competitions will be too.
Zoom webinars, meetings and
presentation continue to grow.
/DWH0D\ZHKDGRXUÀUVW'LVtrict Quiz online. The ‘Deans’
didn’t do too bad! We didn’t fall
out, but we did miss being in a
larger team and falling out when
we realised we had made the
wrong choice of answer!

Togetherness !
Terry and I have enjoyed the
TogetherTalks. Regularly every
Tuesday evening we settled down
to be informed and entertained
by presentations from a variety
of presenters. One week we had
Rotary International President
Elect Holgar Knaack, next week
we had Tony Hawks, author, comedian and a man who could not
renege on a bet. So he became
the man who went round Ireland

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

with a Fridge! I would
recommend them. Links
and promotion at:
www.rotarygbi.org/togethertalks
Curtsey of Zoom our
District Assembly this
year had two Rotary
International speakers.
Again we were able to
listen to and question
Holgar Knaack and
Nicki Scott our Rotary International Director for 2021-23 , all
of us sat in our homes. I really
don’t think we would have managed to get both of these speakers if we had been having our
usual meeting at Writtle College.
,QGHHGZHZRXOGKDYHGLIÀFXOW\
getting everyone who attended
online into the hall on the day.
Zoom really came into its own.
Time to go. I have three Zoom
meetings to attend later today! I
wish you all well as we move into
the new Rotary year of 20202021. It will be a different start
to the year I know, but I am sure,
as we move on, we will adapt
to the new ‘norm’ and Rotary
in District 1240 will be there to
offer ‘Service Above Self’.
Please take care everyone and
keep safe until we meet again.
Best wishes,
Pauline Dean, District Governor
2019-20
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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Life Under Lockdown!
Bleak Experience - Now Into The Light!
Lockdown restrictions are easing in the UK and across Europe.
Our friend and colleague from our Twinned Rotary Club
RI%HDXVROHLO5RVHO\QH7ULFHWWL33EULQJVXVDÀQDOUHSRUW
this time on Covid-19 impacts in France.

A

long with other countries
in Europe, we are beginning to emerge from this
nightmare.

Opening The Borders
The restoration of freedom of
movement took place in several
stages, with a gradual reopening
of shops, bars and restaurants
in the less affected areas - the
green zone. Paris and the Eastern Region in the red zone had
to wait until June 15. But, social
distancing had to be maintained
and tables spaced apart, and the
number of guests reduced.
Schools have also gradually reopened and a full return is scheduled for June 22, 10 days before
Summer Vacation (July 3)!
The opening of borders in the
Schengen area is very important
because France welcomes so
many visitors every year. For us
in the south, tourist activity is an
absolutely necessity.

But the economic outlook remains bleak and people are losing
their jobs every day.
In our District many Rotarian
clubs have had initiatives such as
ÀQDQFLQJ
medical
equipment,
offering
digital
tablets for
people
FRQÀQHG
to a retirement home
so that
they can
stay in touch with their families,
supporting caregivers, and preparing meals, cakes and various
sweets, etc.
What Are We Doing?
At our district level, a listening
and advisory service was set
up for small and medium-sized
EXVLQHVVHVLQGLIÀFXOW\DQG5Rtarians offer their professional

skills based on their expertise in
Finance, Law, Strategy, etc.
See the Panel below for more
LQIRUPDWLRQRQDFWLRQVVSHFLÀF
to our club.

During this entire period, we
met virtually over ZOOM.
There were always enough of
us and I helped Members who
KDGGLIÀFXOW\ORJJLQJLQ,WZDVD
great pleasure to see each other
every week. We also took the
opportunity to do Rotary training sessions and President-Elect
Philippe led several sessions such
(continued on page 9)

So Similar to the UK
 In France, restaurants and public places closed on Saturday evening March 14 and Lockdown started
RQ7XHVGD\0DUFKRQHZHHNDKHDGRIWKH8.(YHQVRRQ6XQGD\-XQHWKHÀUVWURXQGRIWKH
municipal elections still took place, despite numerous disputes.
 The worst hit regions were North-eastern France, hit very hard following a religious gathering of thousands of people, but also the Paris region, the Ile de France and Rhône-Alpes. Nearly 30,000 people
have died, almost half of whom are in retirement homes for the Aged (EHPAD). (Editor – this 30,000
is nearly 67 per million, almost exactly the same as the UK). The south of France was less affected by
COVID 19. However, our President Rafaële was called up to the laboratories at Monaco Hospital.
 The initial policy in France was not to test and not to force people to wear a mask. We have experienced a real shortage of protective equipment: masks, gloves, gowns, etc. The caregivers were remarkable and volunteers went to help in the most affected regions. Every evening at 8 p.m. the population
applauded all the medical staff, and in Monaco the boats activated their sirens to salute their work.
 In business, many companies have had to put staff on partial unemployment. Companies that were able
to, have set up working from home systems, and many Club Members have been doing this. Some still
continue today. In education, schools were shut but teachers provided lessons by videoconference.
Page 8
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Life Under Lockdown!
Covid-19 in France (continued)
(continued from Page 8)
as the Organization
of Rotary, the Rotary
Foundation, Club life,
etc. We also created a
WhatsApp conversation “Rotarian friends
FRQÀQHGµRQZKLFK
we exchanged info,
funny stories, music
etc ...
A Real Meeting
Finally, on Thursday
June 11 we met for a
real meeting at our base in the
Hippocampe Restaurant that so
many of you know well. Great

Hippocampe Restaurant

happiness! None of us have been
sick and there had been only
a few cases in some Members’
families.

For those who live alone,
this lockdown has been
YHU\ORQJDQGGLIÀFXOW
For those fortunate
enough to have family
and a garden, it was a
long and quite relaxing period despite the
anxiety communicated
by continuous media
reports.
And the gardens
have never looked so
beautiful!
Our Best wishes to you all.
By Roselyne Tricetti

How Did We Respond - Rotary Club of Beausoleil
 130 meals prepared by our chef Luc GAMEL (Best Worker of France 2000) on April 15/16 with the
Community Action Centre (CCAS) of Roquebrune-Cap-Martin, for delivery to the recipients and their
carers on April 17 in the usual manner. On April 30 he made pastries decorated with a “Thank you”
chocolate plate, which was given by the Council, with the traditional sprig of “Lily of the Valley”, to all
FRXQFLOVWDIIZKRKDGEHHQSDUWRIWKHÀJKWDJDLQVW&29,'
 ,QWHUDFWLYHDQGÀQDQFLDOSDUWLFLSDWLRQLQ$QWRLQH
Griezmann’s “24h Charity Live” for the Red
Cross, with an interview about Rotary. Famous
footballer Antoine GRIEZMANN and his team
GRIZI ESPORT hosted a 24-hour charity programme on the on-line TWITCH channel for the
´5('&5266µIRUWKHÀJKWDJDLQVW&29,'
and to pay tribute to the caregivers. We made
a donation of 1000 Euros and were able to talk
for ten minutes about Rotary in general and our
club in particular. (9,000 online followers at the
time of the interview). We received the thanks of
the National Director of the Red Cross and from
Antoine Griezmann.
 Global Grant with our twinned Rotary Club of
Alba for the purchase of 3 ultrasounds and 2
respirators. The project was set up in 24 hours
by Philippe TRICETTI, joined immediately by Alba club, which has in its Members a former DRFC Remo
Gattiglia. Canale’s club was also involved in this project. Total operation after intervention by District
2032 and Foundation was $41,400
 *OREDO*UDQWZLWKRXUWZLQQHG5RWDU\&OXE2YDGDGHO&HQWHQDULRIRUWKHÀQDQFLQJRIUHVSLUDWRUV
$VSDUWRIWKHVSHFLÀFXVHRIWKH5HOLHI)XQGLWZDVWREHWKHLQWHUQDWLRQDOSDUWQHULQDGGLWLRQWRDQRWKHUÀYHFOXEV)LQDQFLDOFRQWULEXWLRQRIHXURV7KHSURMHFWZDVVHWXSLQKRXUVDQGYDOLGDWed by both districts for an amount of $39,000.
 Regular Actions – updating and posting on our FACEBOOK page to promote local businesses and
especially our recurring partners.
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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S p e a ke r ’s C o r n e r
Bias – Prejudice or Pride?

F

itting that our
own Reverend
Margaret
Fowler gave us an
illuminating Zoom
talk on “Unconscious
Bias” on June 22, the
anniversary of the
Windrush. Especially
as she told us: “I
forgot to mention
the anniversary in my
talk”!

A Zoom Talk By The
Rev. Margaret Fowler

“It’s something I have
been aware of in my own life. I
once wrote an essay on it, but I
don’t hold myself up as someone
who has succeeded in this - I’m a
work in progress.”
When, in about 2006, she was
training for the Church of England, she read about the way
people naturally gravitate towards PLUs (People Like Us).
“ We all do it, We know that in
many towns and cities, immigrant
populations, Chinese, Polish,
Caribbean, etc., tend to live in
the same area, and may never
fully integrate with other Britons
because they stay within their
own culture and language. They
naturally live near their own
“People Like Us”.
She cited friends who have lived
in Spain amongst ex-pats for six
years. “They socialise with them,
and even now, hardly speak any
Spanish. Only local people they
mix with are tradespeople. They
have done what people always
do (and probably what I would
have done too) - they were unconsciously biased to settle in an
area among People Like Us.”

Unfair Decisions
“A simple and understandable
case of unconscious bias, but one
Page 10

trains all clergy and
we are learning that
human diversity is
EHQHÀFLDOUDWKHUWKDQ
threatening, but there’s
still a long way to go
as we’ve seen from the
“Black Lives Matter”
campaign.”

“Back To The
Kitchen Sink”!
that can affect many areas of our
lives, and cause us to make unfair
decisions and choices of which
we are often totally unaware.”
“As humans, we can’t avoid making distinctions. Our unconscious
preferences play a primary part
in how we engage with people
and our decisions about them.
Americans, Germans, French? We
have all categorised them and
they in turn have categorised us!
“Our brains do it by the most
obvious and visible - age, body
weight, physical attractiveness,
skin colour, gender, and disability,
and the less visible, like accent,
social background, sexual orientation, nationality, religion, education, and even job title. “From an
early age, our minds learn to be
comfortable with the familiar and
sceptical of the unfamiliar. “
In training seven years ago, she
met Mina Smallman. “Mina was
WKHÀUVWZRPDQIURPDQHWKQLF
minority background to have
become an Archdeacon in the
Church of England, and she
served as Archdeacon of Southend from 2013 – 2016.
“Was unconscious bias at work
in not appointing a minority
ethnic Archdeacon before that?
Thankfully, the Church now

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
www twitter com/BillericyRotary

A personal memory:
Moving some furniture
into a removal van, she suggested
putting it in the van in a particular way and was told “get back
to the kitchen sink, this is man’s
work”.
“Bias in human societies is
subtly communicated from one
generation to another. Society
continues to have strong biases
and prejudices about people
who look, sound, act, or have
beliefs different to you. Witness
religious prejudice in places like
Northern Ireland or Liverpool,
or football supporters from
opposing teams, “men only” or
“women only” roles.”
“ We need to challenge our own
assumptions and biases about
other people and ourselves
where we might be unconsciously biased; make them feel valued
however different from us; to
diversify - “the BBC have now
changed their attitude about
older women presenting documentaries. Never too late to do
so and to unlearn old habits and
biases to avoid unintentional discrimination. Childhood messages
are not always good to take into
adult life. Finally, to create a place
where everyone, however different they are from us, can
be encouraged to grow in their

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
www facebook com/BillericayRotary
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District Assembly - June 2020
The Best Decision I Ever
Work Together,
Made
Nicki Scott, incoming Rotary
Get Rotary
International Director, joined
us to the sounds of “Chicago”.
Noticed,
“I joined Rotary in Chicago
when I was 35 years old, for the
Don’t Go Back
networking”, she said. “It was
wonderful to be invited. And the
To Normal
Motto ‘Service above Self’ is

T

his meeting of approx. 200
Rotarians started with
an introduction from DG
Pauline Dean, who handed over
to DG Elect Keith Brownlie.

“We are all stuck at home,” said
Holger, “but technology is saving
us money, and allowing us to
attend many more meetings, including other Clubs remote from
us. We can make the best of it.
Let’s not go back to NORMAL –
let’s use what we learn.” (Editor
- the District Quiz had participants
from as far away as New Zealand!)

Thanks For Popping In
Keith welcomed everybody to
WKLVÀUVWHYHUPHHWLQJWREHKHOG
virtually on Zoom. “I am looking
forward to the challenge of this
year with excitement.”
“My plans are ambitious, but realistic. We must make our District
a sustainable organisation, and
grow Rotary in 1240. We can
and must do this. I want eight
new Clubs in the next 12 months
– one per Area. One of them
should be Rotaract. We already
have one new E-club in embryo.”
Retention was also a major
theme, with Mentoring key. Finally, he wants every Club to hold
a children’s tea party hosted by
two mascots - Angus with Dinosaur Nessie. Funds raised will go
to End Polio Now.

This is More Fun – Stay
With It!
Holger Knaack, Rotary International President 2020-21,
then joined us to the sounds of
the Rolling Stones, his favourite.
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

Answering questions, he said:
 End Polio Now - he had met
the President of Pakistan (Polio
case rise from 8 in 2018 to 146
in 2019). and the Chief of Army
staff. They promised to stop
polio in Pakistan. A Vaccination
Day was held on December 4.
250,000 workers and 100,000
soldiers vaccinated 4 million children. Progress is being made.
 Focus now is on Covid-19 but
we must not forget we face twin
threats of Polio and Covid-19.
The Covid vaccination train has
already left, is well funded, and
is going too fast for us to get on
board – our focus is mobilising
the End Polio organisation
 How can we attract younger Members? We think we are
young, but we’re not. Ask them
what sort of Rotary they want.
Try to meet these needs.
 A new Membership type
piloting in USA allows people to
join Rotary outside of a Club.
Main focus is people at national
events (e.g.Volunteer Expo), and
past Members wanting to keep in
touch.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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the Gift which keeps on giving. In
Rotary, together we see a world
where people unite to do good.

What has Rotary given to me?
It’s the best decision I ever
made.”
 Never before have we had
such an opportunity to embrace
new Members. We must wrap
arms around NHS volunteers.
 Be a catalyst for change.
 Make sure we embrace the
best of what these changes are
offering.
 People don’t just join a Club,
they get the whole of our international organisation too.
 People like to buy, not to be
sold stuff.
Would our community notice if
we were not there?
The way people volunteer is
changing. People like to join a
cause. Focus on People of Action.
What skills are key? Learn from
each other. Share challenges and
best practices. Key Focus:
Image, Foundation, Membership.
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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Billericay Club Assembly - June 2020
“Lockdown No Excuse For Hibernating”
and that’s exciting because they
can make Rotary more streamlined in their upturned lives and
communities. By moving rapidly
to online meetings we are getting
used to shorter business meetings and opportunities to catch
up with each other virtually
without “commuting” miles, or
meeting at an inconvenient time.

Jenny welcomes our three
point plan for the year
She welcomed President-elect
Peter’s focus on areas where
“you CAN plan to succeed.”
1. Membership:

A

ddressing Club Members
IRUWKHÀUVWWLPHDWRXU
Zoom Assembly meeting on June 15, incoming Area 4
AG Jenny Wells, Member of the
Brentwood Breakfast Rotary
Club, commented “Your Club
has dynamically changed to meet
regularly online via Zoom, managing to retain and support all
Club Members in fellowship and
friendship. This is so important.
She insisted that “doing nothing
during lockdown“ isn’t an option
for a practical Club of people
like you who roll up their
sleeves and get doing! You are
so different from some Clubs
who are hibernating because of
health and age constraints, and
an unwillingness to embrace the
new technology and are content
to wait out lockdown and keep
in touch by phone and email.
“Challenging times drives great
innovation and be an opportunity
to adapt and change. Rotary has
proved that it CAN adapt and

Page 12
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move FAST. Enforced “down
time” has pushed many Clubs to
adopt new technology to stay
in touch, holding Club meetings,
AGM and Assemblies and soon
Handovers in “Zoom Land” !

AG Jenny Wells
Urges Clubs
To Follow
Our Example
Online Convenience
This was the keynote of her
address after thanking President
Ben and President Elect Peter for
inviting her to the Assembly. She
said: “This coming year’s RI President Holger Knaack’s theme is
Rotary Opens Opportunities,
asking Rotarians to strengthen
their leadership, put service ideas
into action, and improve the lives
of those in need. The last three
months have enabled Clubs to
VHHKRZÁH[LEOH5RWDU\FDQEH

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

This is a key area of focus for
DGE Keith who noted your
online presence and “Getting
Rotary Noticed” with your
award winning newsletters, your
good community role and image
and enhanced PR presence in
the press and on social media. It
might attract new Rotary Members to you or a satellite Club.
“Consider how factors that
have changed over the last three
months such as travel time and
meal costs may have been seen
as barriers to joining or remaining in Rotary. Quite brilliant that
the Rotary Clubs in Billericay
continue to work so well together, an opportunity to open doors
for potential new Rotarians.”
2. Events: Great to see that
you are again using this time to
explore new opportunities for

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
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(continued on Page 13)
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Billericay Club Assembly (continued)
In Brief

(continued from Page 12)
“Online Fundraising Events”. Let
me know if I can help you access
District expertise.”
3. Crowdfunding: “Potentially
a great platform to reach beyond

your usual core support for
funds and I wish you all success
with your efforts, corralled by
Margaret, Les and Malcolm.
I know that there is a great deal
of training and planning required
and but this will hopefully aid the
GLYHUVLÀFDWLRQRIIXQGLQJVRXUFHV
for your excellent Kenyan Borehole well project.”

West Ham 4ever

A Dark Green
Tank Engine

1966 And All That A Cleric’s Tale

A

previous Zoom meeting
prompted an irreverent
thought about the next
book in the Thomas the Tank
Engine series.
“Hello Michael”, said Thomas.
“You look happy. Where have
you been today?”
“I’ve been to a Rotary meeting”,
said Michael, the Dark Green
Engine.
“Does that mean you’ve been
going round and round, like on
the Circle line?” said Thomas.
“No”, said Michael, “We ZOOM to
our meetings without leaving our
homes, and do good in the world”.
“Was this organised by the Fat
Controller?” asked Thomas.
“That’s no way to talk about our
President”, said Michael over his
shoulder as he puffed off into
the distance.
By Anon

Watching, during lockdown, the
re-run on Channel 4 of the 1966
World Cup between England and
West Germany at the old Wembley stadium in colour for the
ÀUVWWLPHEURXJKWEDFNDpoignant memory for our editor
Trevor (West Ham Forever).
He said: “When sports editor of
the Stratford Express I reported
on all West Ham matches.
“Geoff Hurst, 3 and Martin Peters, 1, scored all England’s goals
at Wembley. Modesty prevails
but, as editor by then, my page
one headline:
West Ham 4, West Germany 2
has earned national and international recognition in the Club
handbook and appears to this
day in various media outlets.”

Rector Cockett

End of story? No. Michael Ginn
adds the following. “Trevor,
you are quoted more than you
might think. The former West
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
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 ´3OHDVH&RQWLQXHWRVXSSRUW
Foundation
 6XFFHVVLRQSODQQLQJ7KLQN
about role-sharing, especially to
ÀOOWKHUROHRIVHFUHWDU\
 3ODQDKHDG&RQFHQWUDWHRQD
few projects to avoid spreading
yourselves too thinly.
 'HYHORSDVWUDWHJLFYLVLRQIRU
the next 3-5 years so that everyone is clear on priorities and
planning direction.
 .HHSFUHDWLYHDQGNHHSWKH
community posted with your
plans and your aims.”

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
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Ham chaplain, Elwin Cockett,
was Rector of Billericay before
becaming Archdeacon of West
Ham. Growing up in Leytonstone, he often used West Ham
in sermons.
West Ham 4 West Germany 2
was one of his favourites.
“At Christmas, Billericay schoolkids came to Emmanuel for the
service. The girls didn’t mind but
the boys protested. That changed
one day when he mentioned his
West Ham connection. He was
mobbed by the boys, wanting to
NQRZDERXWWKHÀUVWWHDP
We had another Christmas
service in Emmanuel for
the West Ham staff. Trevor
Brooking turned up. I managed
to get his autograph on a service
sheet for my son and he was in
raptures when he opened it as a
Christmas present.”
Trevor’s response: “As Michael
Caine is alleged to have said
‘I never knew that’!
PS: Hurst’s third goal – miskick
or intended? As Geoff admits
“Who cared?”
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t

Page 13
P

A Gentle Man And A Gentleman
Howard Watson was a long-term Member of the Rotary Club of Billericay
0D\ÁRZHUDIULHQGWRPDQ\RIXVLQWKH5RWDU\&OXERI%LOOHULFD\DQGNQRZQWR
many more. His passing at the beginning of June is a very sad loss.
We repeat here the obituary written by Peter Owen and published by the Rotary
&OXERI%LOOHULFD\0D\ÁRZHULQWKHLUFOXE1HZVOHWWHU

A

terrible loss to us all. A
ÀUPIULHQG$NHHQ5Rtarian and a thoroughly
decent man. Sincere, warm,
charming. The tributes kept
coming following the sad death
RI0D\ÁRZHUIRXQGHU0HPEHU
Howard Watson last week at the
age of 73.
He passed away following
complications arising from the
leukaemia for which he had been
treated over recent months.
The date of his funeral is yet to
be arranged because of delays
caused by the coronavirus. Burial
will take place at the Woodland
Cemetery at Herongate but
because of covid-19 restrictions
the ceremony will be attended
only by family members.
0DÁRZHU3UHVLGHQW<YRQQH
Kyndt organised two minutes
RIUHÁHFWLRQGXULQJWKH&OXE·V
Zoom meeting accompanied by
pictures of Howard and Jeannine.
One of Howard’s great strengths
was his love for his family and
the thoughts of everyone have
gone out to his widow Jeannine,
son Stephen, daughter Nathalie
and granddaughter Chlea, who is
now in her third year at university, and on whom he doted.

Forged Valuable Links
In turn, their strength right now
KDVFRPHIURPWKHÁRRGRIPHVsages and tributes, many of which
are from overseas. Howard committed himself to so many causes
both within Rotary and beyond
and as chairman of a twinning
association forged valuable links
with friends in France. He was
Page 14

laymen and became involved with
St Peter’s Roman Catholic School
in Billericay. He was chairman of
governors there for a number of
years, putting in many committed
hours of work.

Shared The Social Life

an active Member of Billericay
Circle Français, and treasurer at
the time of his death.
Born at Chadwell Heath, he
met Jeannine, a French au pair
in 1970 and they married a
year later. He was born into the
Anglican church (his brother was
to become a Church of England
rector), but Howard was to
join Jeannine in Roman Catholic
worship.
They were married in the catholic church in the French village
where Jeannine was born and
where her father still lives. Son
Stephen was born in 1974 and
Nathalie two years later.
The family moved from
Goodmayes to Dedham Close,
Billericay in 1975 and six years
later to the house in Sylvan Tryst
where Howard was to live until
his untimely death. He became
a Member of the Billericaybased Catenians, part of an
international body of catholic

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

He became a Member of
the Rotary Club of Billericay
0D\ÁRZHUZKHQWKH&OXEZDV
formed in 1990, and was its
President in 2004-5. He enjoyed
his Rotary involvement both on
WKHRIÀFLDOVLGHZKHUHKHZRUNHG
tirelessly for RYLA, the youth
leadership scheme, but he also
shared to the full in the social
VLGHRI0D\ÁRZHUOLIH
He was a keen “involver” in
the Club’s annual scatter and
handling a nifty cue at snooker
in the district winter sports.
Together with his close friend
John Vaufrouard, Howard played
regularly with fellow Rotarians
and friends in golf at Stock Brook
Manor course.
Howard’s commitment to all he
GLGVRFLDOO\ZDVUHÁHFWHGWRRLQ
his professional life as an international banker. Much of what he
achieved here he was happy to
WDONDERXWLQUHFHQW0D\ÁRZHU
News articles.
Members were to learn of his
days in London and in particular
one day where he dovetailed Rotary Membership with a breakDZD\IURPKLJKÀQDQFHWRGRD
lunchtime visit to a city club and
ended the busy day with a rush
back to a Thursday night May-

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

(continued on Page 15)
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A Gentle Man And A Gentleman (continued)
(continued from Page 14)
ÁRZHUPHHWLQJ/LWWOHZRQGHUKH
was teased unfairly for a number
of years after nodding off during a slightly less than dynamic
speaker meeting.

Banking Galore!
That day in question he had been
arranging the sale to a British
bank of a $10 million participation in a loan for a US borrower, guaranteed by its Australian
SDUHQW7KHÀUVWLQFRPLQJFDOORI
the day had been from their Paris
branch seeking advice on the
renegotiation of a loan syndicated among 36 banks for a French
company.
Then at 10.30, a colleague wanted to discuss a possible sale of
a US aircraft deal to a German
bank but had run into trouble
as European banks cannot take
possession of US registered
aircraft in the event of a default

under the
loan. “Half
an hour
later we
had agreed
a practical
solution for
our legal
people to
agree,” he
wrote.
By now his
secretary
had taken
messages
from banks
including one from a potential
client who was responding to
an offer his bank had made for a
$50 million credit facility.
A call then from a colleague in
New York wanting to discuss
DSRVVLEOHSURMHFWÀQDQFLQJ
in Scandinavia, involving some
US banks. Then a proposal for

another Scandinavian company
wanting funds, but at a margin
under market price.
As in all he did, quietly, professionally and with the good grace
for which he was known everywhere, he achieved so much. He
had an enviable reputation as a
thoroughly nice guy. That was
our Howard. Irreplaceable!

District Forum - Zooming into Focus
The postponed March meeting
ZDVKHOGRQVW0D\WKHÀUVW
as a Zoom Webinar. 110 people
participated, representing 41
Clubs. Attendance would have
been higher, but some technical
issues prevented several people
from logging in (including our
own Peter Greene). This was the
ÀUVWPHHWLQJKHOGWKLVZD\ZLWK
no speaker presentations and the
agenda restricted to receiving
WKHYDULRXVRIÀFHUV·UHSRUWV
Most reports were presented ‘as
UHDG·6SHFLÀFSRLQWVKLJKOLJKWHG
included:
 Treasurer: Reducing numbers means reduced income.
Printed District 1240 News to
be discontinued to reduce costs.
The new fortnightly District Bulletin will continue, so Clubs were
asked to continue sending news.
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
www
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 Membership: A question
was asked about a new concept
of joining Rotary without joinLQJDVSHFLÀF&OXE/HVOH\6XOOH\
FRQÀUPHGWKDWWKLVLVFRPLQJEXW
has not yet been launched. These
Members will pay the same RI &
RIBI subs as any other Rotarian.
 Foundation: Our District
Foundation Grant for 2020-21
will be in the region of £35,000.
 Youth: One of the District’s
nominees for Young Citizen of
the Year had been interviewed by
the BBC. There will be no nationDOÀQDOVRIWKH<RXQJ0XVLFLDQ
Young Chef or Youth Speaks this
year. However, the other national
Youth competitions are currently
scheduled to go ahead.
 Secretary: Clubs were reminded to send their compliance
statements to Paul Chambers.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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6KRUWO\EHIRUHWKHSODQQHGÀQLVK
time of 8pm, just as DG Pauline
Dean was about to draw the
meeting to a close, the meeting
came to an abrupt end when
Zoom crashed. This appears
to have been a general Zoom
problem (out of our control)
rather than just a problem for
our meeting.
Addressing this, DG Pauline
writes that “We now understand
what the problem was. Thank
you to all who did attend. I hope
you found it worthwhile. The only
real problem we had was Zoom
crashing! This was the last District
Forum of this Rotary year, I wish
everyone well in the coming Rotary
year as ‘Rotary Opens Opportunities’. Keep safe and well and I look
forward to seeing you all when we
are able.”
www
www.billericayrotary.org
billericayrotary org

Page 15

Hello! Hello!
$FRUVDOVRFXUUHQW2IÀFHU
Commanding the Battle of
Britain Memorial Flight.

Mark This! What A
Celebrity?

I

t’s a magazine essentially for
the paparazzi, read by celebrities about celebrities. Odd
SODFHSHUKDSVWRÀQGIHDWXUHG
an image of a World War 11
6SLWÀUHDQGDKDQGVRPHPDQLQ
RAF uniform with its top button
undone as a mark of respect to
the gallant pilots - “The Few”.

+HVDLGRIKLVÁLJKWV´,WLVD
privilege to play a part in such
DÀWWLQJFRPPHPRUDWLRQRI
these historic events,” adding
“we were incredibly lucky with
the weather and the White Cliffs
of Dover have never looked so
beautiful. No wonder returning
pilots were so glad to see them.”
Respect is a word now linked
forever with our man Mark.

But then, as fame is the name of
the Hello game, Mark “Disco”
Discombe has earned the
sobriquet of celebrity. Last
month we featured his brilliant
dual role as pilot of both a
6SLWÀUHDQGD+XUULFDQHWRSD\
tribute to Colonel Tom whose
“garden walk” raised over £30
million for the NHS and to the
“Few” on the VE Day anniversary.
“Disco” is the son-in-law of our
International Chairman, Malcolm

Holy Reports
These actually appeared in
church bulletins or were announced at church services:
t Low Self Esteem Support
Group will meet Thursday
at 7 PM. Please use the back
door
t The sermon this morning:
“Jesus Walks on the Water.”
The sermon tonight: “Searching for Jesus.”
t Ladies, don’t forget the
rummage sale. It’s a chance
to get rid of those things not
worth keeping around the
house. Bring your husbands.
t Don’t let worry kill you off let the Church help.
t Miss Charlene Mason sang ‘I
will not pass this way again,’
giving obvious pleasure to
the congregation.
t Irving Benson and Jessie
Carter were married on
October 24 in the church. So
ends a friendship that began
in their school days.
t At the evening service
tonight, the sermon topic
will be ‘What Is Hell?’ Come
early and listen to our choir
practice

Bad Behaviour on the Beach!
Malcolm Acors reports witnessing
totally disgusting behaviour on the
beach at Southend last week.
A man and woman arguing in
front of a load of kids then she

smacked him on the head and it
all kicked off between them. The
police turned up and the policeman ended up using his trucheon
on the bloke, but the man managed to get the truncheon off the

copper and started hitting the
copper and the woman with it.
Then a crocodile turned up and
stole all the sausages as the man
shouted:
‘That’s the way to do it’!

Congratulations to Patrick Rothon on his Birthday (July 20), and to Trevor and Jan who
celebrate their Diamond Wedding Anniversary (July 23)

Future Meetings and Events
All meetings to be conducted by Zoom Video-conferencing, to be reviewed at end July 2020 and a
further announcement made on our website.
Our Video meetings are on Mondays at 14.00.
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