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Facing Up To
The Challenge
It is with great sorrow that the Club announces that Malcolm, beloved husband of member Rev. Margaret Fowler, sadly passed away in the early hours of
Tuesday morning, March 24 in Basildon Hospital shortly after being admitted
with a chest infection. Malcolm had been seriously ill for some time.
The Club send their condolences. We are all thinking of Margaret and her
family at this time.

President’s Message
Let Us Make Our Friendship Even Closer

O

h Dear! Just when I
thought I had seen it all,
heard it all, along comes
Coronavirus and teaches me yet
another very serious lesson. Not
WKHWLPHWREHÁLSSDQW&RURQDvirus means business, especially
with the vulnerable groups.
At the March 16 Business
Meeting, Members decided that
it was right to suspend our
weekly meetings, initially to the
end of April, then reconsider the
position. Realistically, it may be
until July or even later before we
can restore our weekly meetings
and get back together again.

Hear The Buzz
I have been privileged to wear
the badge of your President
for this memorable year.
6RPHWLPHVLW·VEHHQGLIÀFXOW
to call Members to order; you
can hear the buzz and we so
enjoy the company of each
other; the noise of conversation tells us all we need to
know of the success of our
Club.
This level of friendship must
be maintained at all costs. We are
told the virus is temporary and
already there are encouraging
signs but it is too early yet to
drop our guard. Whenever the
time arrives to renew our friend-
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Rotary year. We thought we
would invite members and their
partners to a lunch at No.3
and incorporate the Handover
to Peter at the same time. All
planned to be on Sunday July 5.
Only time will tell if it can goahead. Chances look a little slim
at the moment but please pencil
in the date. At least none of us
are going anywhere at the moment.
On a happier note, we
congratulate both Malcolm and
Peter on the arrival of their new
grandchildren and hope mothers
and children are doing well.
On a sad one, I have just heard
of the death of Malcolm Fowler,
husband of Margaret.

Club’s Condolences
Malcolm was able to join us
on a number of occasions
at our social events; always
a pleasure to meet him. We
send our sincere condolences
to Margaret and her family.
Pradip Mistry (Age UK) and me
ship, we must do so even more
closely over the lunch table than
even in the past.

My Swansong?
Angela and I were planning my
swansong for the end of my

Please keep well and stay in
touch with each other. We
may be able to do a little Rotary
work in the meantime. Some
of us may use their extra spare
time, perhaps writing a few memoirs, stories etc. for the Newsletter. Always interesting.

Rotary Innovates - Avoids Covid19 Constraints
pandemic he was bringing Jenny
been trialling this tool, most DisModern
Wells, incoming Assistant Govertricts in RIBI have been doing the
nor for Area 4 to visit us.
same and our District is holding
Meetings
Dave is now exploring the option an online AGs’ meeting using
Zoom on Monday, March 29.
of holding a virtual meeting with
by Video?
our Club to introduce her using
We expect DG Pauline Dean to

David Eagles, current Assistant
Governor and a great friend of
our Club, told us that before the
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Zoom teleconferencing.
In the same way that we have

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

encourage all clubs to hold regular online meetings using Zoom.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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We Are There For YOU – Stay With Us
There is no more important time than now to read, mark and inwardly digest
News Outlets, Rotary and our Club websites. We all need to know how the
virus is developing and how it will affect us. And, of course, how to keep up to
date with Rotary, locally, nationally and internationally.
Which is why we are focussing this issue on the Coronavirus challenge.
Key Issue - Virus Lifetimes
The US NIH reports that the
virus can remain active in/on:
 Aerosols - up to 3 hours
 Copper - up to 4 hours

 Cardboard - up to 24 hours
 On Plastic and Stainless Steel
- up to 2 - 3 days.
BBC News (March 28) reported

the virus can remain active:
 On Paper - about 1 hour
 On Newspapers and letters probably the same

Other Information:

W

HKDYHPRGLÀHGRXU
club website :
“In line with recent
Government recommendations, the
Rotary Club of Billericay regrets to
announce that it has suspended all
events and face-to-face meetings
with immediate effect from March
16, 2020.
This situation will be reviewed at
end of April and a
further announcement will be made.


We have put all
our weekly lunch meetings at Reids Restaurant
on hold until further
notice.

Speaker-Finder,
Ken Smith has contacted all our agreed speakers and will invite them
back at a future time.

Treasurer Mike
Ginn has informed all
Members of new arrangements
regarding lunch costs and how it
affects subscriptions – see page 8
Consequences.
 Social events postponed
 President’s Day on hold until
further information
 We are researching ways
to conduct audio or video-

We apologise to anyone who had planned
to visit us but, if you
need any information
on our activities or
wish to be informed
when we restart our
meetings, please
email us.”
A “Contact Us”
button is provided
for easy communication.
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

conferencing meetings (see
poster above).
 Monthly Newsletter to
appear only if there is relevant
Coronavirus news to report
affecting Rotary, or, Rotary has
resumed activities on which we
can report.
 With a spare Monday in
March, we had hoped that we
could all meet for
a social evening at
The Hoop in Stock;
sadly, now gone
the way of all
our immediate
gatherings – cancelled.
Something to look
forward to.
We learn from
our colleagues in
WKH0D\ÁRZHU&OXE
WKDWWKHÀIWK6RDSbox Derby – the
ÀUVWXQGHUWKHLU
(continued on Page 4)
www.billericayrotary.org
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We Are There For YOU - Social Distancing

ocial distancing has
been put in place to
ensure that people
are not contracting
and passing on the
virus through breathing
in the exhalations of
others containing the
coronavirus - so called
respiratory droplets.
The infectious
coronavirus droplets
are airborne for up to
two metres, so keeping
your distance lowers the risk

of getting infected or infecting
others.

The importance of
following government
recommendations is
brought into stark focus
E\WKHFURZGVÁRFNLQJ
to beaches, parks, and
the countryside ignoring
the recommendations
on maintaining a two
metres social distancing
separation.
No wonder that in his
announcement on March
23, the Prime Minister implemented stringent stay
at home rules (See page 5).

We Are There For YOU (continued)
(continued from Page 3)
umbrella and due to take place
on May 10 - has been postponed.
We send our regrets at their
misfortune.

Borehole Project in Embu
Suspended

O

ur Club’s International
Chairman, Malcolm
Acors, has contacted
our Rotary colleagues in the
twinning group – the Rotary
Clubs of Basildon (UK),
Beausoleil (France), Alba (Italy),
Ovada (Italy) and Karlshamn
(Sweden) to report that
discussion and further progress

about the project is on hold.
To summarise, he wrote:
“It is with a heavy heart and
deep regret that the Rotary
Club of Billericay has decided
to suspend its Water Aid
project in Embu, Kenya, for the
foreseeable future.
As a club we feel we cannot
possibly be asking for support
from other Rotary clubs
when their focus should
be, and would be expected
to be, within their own
communities”.
“Our club has decided to stop

face-to-face meetings until
further notice. With most of
our Members over 70 and
several over 90, including our
current Club President, the
government has requested
for our own safety and others
that we should take part in no
further meetings.
Our thoughts and good wishes
are with each and everyone
one of you. Hold tight and be
strong until we meet again.”

No Grand Prix!

A

n immediate response to
our postponement of the
Embu Borehole project
came from Georges Mas (an old
friend of the club and Past President of Beausoleil Rotary Club):
“Many thanks for these words.
It is useful to have news of
our Rotary friends in England.
Here in Monaco, we have the
VDPHVLWXDWLRQDOOFRQÀQHGWR
home meetings and private,
public and professional
business delayed until better
days. No Monaco Grand Prix
this year!”
(continued on Page 7)
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“ We W i l l B e a t C o ro n a v i r u s . . . . . .
A n d We W i l l B e a t I t Tog e t h e r ”
to leave home for the following very limited purposes:
 Shopping for basic
necessities, as infrequently as
possible
 One form of exercise
a day - for example a run,
walk, or cycle - alone or with
members of your household;
 Any medical need, to
provide care or to help a
vulnerable person; and
 Travelling to and from
work, but only where this is
absolutely necessary and cannot be done from home.

o said Boris Johnson
during his TV address on
the evening of March 23,
as he set out the strict new
measures designed to protect
us all.
In case any of you missed the
broadcast and its requirements,
we are repeating here the main
elements of what he said.
In an update on what the
government is doing, and
what we can do to help, he
described the coronavirus as
a devastating invisible killer,
the biggest threat our country has faced for decades, and
a threat faced all over the world.
He reported on the latest steps
EHLQJWDNHQWRÀJKWWKHGLVHDVH
and outlined what we could do
to help.

NHS Overwhelmed?
Without a huge national effort to
halt the growth of this virus, no
health service in the world can
possibly cope with the number
of patients it faces.

Stay at Home
And that’s why people have
been told to stay at home, and
although huge numbers are
complying, for which he thanked
them, more needs to be done.
“From this evening I must give
the British people a very simple
instruction - you must stay at
home to stop the disease spreading between households. That is
why people will only be allowed

There won’t be enough
ventilators, enough intensive
care beds, or enough doctors
and nurses. And as we have
seen elsewhere in the world,
in other countries that also
have fantastic health care
systems, that is the moment
when if too many people become seriously unwell at one
time, the Health Service will
be overwhelmed.

You should not be meeting
friends. If your friends ask you
to meet, you should say no. You
should not be meeting family
members who do not live in
your home.
You should not be going
shopping except for essentials
like food and medicine - and you
should do this as little as you can.
And use food delivery services
where you can.
If you don’t follow the rules,
the police will have the powers to enforce them, including
XVLQJÀQHVDQGGLVSHUVLQJ
gatherings.

Close and Stop
Immediate actions:
 Close all shops selling
non-essential goods, including
clothing and electronic stores
and other premises including
libraries, playgrounds and
outdoor gyms, and places of
worship
 Stop all gatherings of
more than two people in public - excluding people you live
with
(continued on Page 6)

So it’s vital to slow the
spread of the disease, to thus
reduce the number of people
needing hospital treatment
at any one time, so we can
protect the NHS’s ability to
cope - and save more lives.
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

These are the only reasons
you should leave your home.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

www.billericayrotary.org
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We Will Beat Coronavirus (continued)
(continued from Page 5)
 Stop all social events,
including weddings, baptisms
and other ceremonies excluding
funerals
Parks will remain open for
exercise but gatherings will be
dispersed.
“No prime minister wants to
enact measures like this. I can
assure you that we will keep
these restrictions under constant
review” he said. “We will look
again in three weeks, and relax
them if the evidence shows we
are able to.
I know the damage that this
disruption is doing and will do to
people’s lives, to their businesses
and to their jobs. And that’s why
we have produced a huge and
unprecedented programme of
support both for workers and
for business.”

A Clear Way Through
“The way ahead is hard and
there are just no easy options”,
he continued, “and many lives
will sadly be lost and yet it is
also true that day by day we are
strengthening our NHS with
7,500 former clinicians now
coming back to the service.
With the time you buy, by simply
staying at home, we are increasing our stocks of equipment. We
are accelerating our search for
treatments. We are pioneering
work on a vaccine. And
we are buying millions of
testing kits that will enable us to turn the tide
on this invisible killer.”

to halt the spread of this disease,
to protect our NHS and to save
many many thousands of lives.
And I know that as they have in
the past so many times, the people of this country will rise to
that challenge and we will come
through it stronger than ever.
We will beat the coronavirus
and we will beat it together and
therefore I urge you at this moment of national emergency to
stay at home, protect our NHS
and save lives.”

´,QWKLVÀJKWWKHUHFDQ
be no doubt that each
and every one of us is
directly enlisted and is
obliged to join together

Coos And Chuckles Amidst The Doom And Gloom
Just Like Buses
.... Wait For
One And
Two Come At
Once

N

o sooner had we
stopped congratulating
Malcolm and Sue Acors
on a new arrival to their family,
their seventh grandson, than
Peter and Wendy Greene, not to
be outdone, came up with their
own ‘that’s not all, folks’ great
news.
They announced the arrival in
the Greene family of Barnaby
Rufus Peter Wallis.

year old Sam and more joy to
the Acors household.
Malcolm says: “Toby was a bit of
a whopper at 9lb.15oz” No conWHVWWKHQ%DUQDE\GHÀQLWHO\D
Á\ZHLJKWZHLJKHGLQDWOER]
Gave us all something to cheer
about. Adding my congratulations to all those already sent.
By the Editor

Barnaby was born in Basildon
+RVSLWDODQGLVDÀIWKJUDQGFKLOG
for Peter and Wendy. Also a
ÀUVWVRQIRUGDXJKWHU+HOHQDQG
husband Richard Wallis born
on Sunday, March 22 - just two
weeks after Toby Frederick was
ERUQRQ0DUFKLQ%URRPÀHOG
Hospital to Natalie and Lee
Mason, adding a brother to twoPage 6
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Stockpiling News Of The Day

No sand paper in stock.
The Toilet Roll shortage has really taken a dark turn.

Shelter Box
New Threats and
Coronavirus Complications
1. Losing your home
compromises the ability to stay
safe and healthy.
2. 84% of people driven
from their homes live in the
least developed countries Coronavirus will impact health
care systems in those countries
far more than the UK.
3. ShelterBox tents and
essential items offer a place
where families can be together,
away from others during the
virus outbreak.
4. Washing hands frequently
keeps you safe. But 2.2 billion
people in Africa currently live
without access to safe water.

We Are There For YOU (continued)
Administrator, RIBI, highlights
videos analysing biased
An Italian Job? or Two
the means with the appropriate
excessive coverage of Italy’s
websites:
situation
From Our
 Local support groups:
 2020 a crucial year in EUOvada Friends China relations with key
https://covidmutualaid.org/
(continued from Page 4)
ollowing Malcolm’s email to
the “Beausoleil Five” - the
Clubs who attended the
double triangular meeting last
September - we also received a
response from Rotary Club of
Ovada del Centenario in Italy.

F

After suggesting theories on
how the virus swept so quickly
through Italy, Gualberto Ranieri,
Secretary-Elect, on behalf of all
their members, summarised the
steps their club had taken.
 Met on March 17 making
use of the WhatsApp instant
messaging platform
 Gualberto then reported on
how the international media had
covered the epidemic.
 Video showing front page
reports of a dozen leading
foreign dailies (including the UK)
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

agreements due to be signed
later this year

He said: “this never-before
experienced “digital meeting”
showed their determination to
maintain close relationships in
the season of forced domestic
sedentary life.” And concludes:
´/HW·VDOONHHSRXUÀQJHUV
crossed and all the best from us.”

Help Us To
Help Ourselves

I

n an urgent plea from RIBI,
Dr. Cheryle Berry MBE,
Comm/Voc Coordinator, RIBI
Humantiarian Services Team
has urged Clubs to help Rotary
members in vulnerable age
ranges. A circular sent by Mandy
Hendrey, Club & District Support

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

 Working with charities,
e.g. Age UK and partners Age
Cymru, Age Scotland and Age NI.
“I have spoken to Hannorah Lee,
their Director of Partnerships
and Philanthropy, “ says Cheryle.
“She reports they have the
infrastructure to identify and
help the most vulnerable.”
https//www.ageuk.org.uk/
 Volunteers to deliver food
parcels and emergency supplies.
Info and short video with
practical advice. See their
“Neighbouring Volunteering
Campaign”: https//www.ageuk.
org.uk/get-involved/volunteer/
neighbourly-volunteering

Go Online
She adds: “Finally I think there
is a simple thing we can do
immediately which would be
(continued on Page 8)
positive
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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There For YOU (continued)
(continued from Page 7)
and constructive – encourage all
fellow Rotarians and the wider
community to use 40 minutes
of their unexpected free time to
go on line and learn basic lifesaving skills at no cost. Rotary
District 1220 “Save A Life”

&DPSDLJQZLWKDFHUWLÀFDWHDW
the end; suitable for ages 10-100.
7KLVZRXOGKDYHPDQ\EHQHÀWV
LQFOXGLQJEXLOGLQJFRQÀGHQFH
and resilience while combating
boredom.”
https://www.virtual-college.co.uk/
prepared.

Consequencies/Benefits

L

unch time meetings
cancelled - Club
Treasurer Michael Ginn
has already emailed details of
reduced subscriptions charges.
In essence, Standing Orders for
subscriptions should reduce
to £15 per month, or £45 per
quarter. For those who have
already paid for the year, contact Michael on how they wish
their overpayment to be handled.
This remaining fee covers costs
of our newsletter, subscriptions
to District and National Rotary
RUJDQLVDWLRQVRXURIÀFLDOJXHVWV
at Lunches, and a contingency.
It’s all in the 2019-2020 budget
previously circulated.
All Standing Orders to be effective for the April payment. Those

without internet banking who
are self-isolating should provide
Michael with their Bank Sort
Code and Account Numbers and
he will arrange reimbursement of
the overpayment.
This subscription will return to
the recently agreed level when
we resume meeting. This should
ensure that our General Fund
will be roughly where it was at
the start of the Rotary year.
Those of you who wish to make
their subscriptions to Rotary
Foundation through the club
should add this to the above
Standing Orders, and specify
if you wish the Gift Aid to go
to Foundation (default) or the
Benevolent Fund for all the
charities we support.

Sport – Never A
Matter Of Life
And Death

T

he Olympic Flame was
lit but has gone out - for
now! It will not be lit
again until 2021. Commonsense has prevailed and
coronavirus wins this battle
– sadly, but rightly so. So no
Olympic Games, no Grand
National or Derby, probably no
FA Cup Final nor Test matches
nor Wimbledon nor a multitude
of major sports events that
were meant to make 2020 a
sporting year to remember.
So be it. Sport has an essential place in our life, but it rests
there. It shouldn’t be a matter of
life or death, which it might easily have become without administrators and governments seeing
sense. If it happens, I shall wish
Liverpool luck as great champions, tear up my press tickets,
watch repeats of the world cup
ÀQDORIDQGUHGLVFRYHUP\
DVD’s of our glorious Ashes
victories. And, like normal life, I
shall herald its safe return.
By The Editor

ZOOM! Open For Business And Fellowship
regular Club ServicCatch Up
es Meeting with 12
video and several audio
On Video?
participants. This also
enables us to keep in
Worth
touch with Members,
More Than
and avoid the issues of
isolation.
A Try!
ZOOM is a straight-

N

ever let it be
said that not
being able to meet up at
our usual location would stop us!
In this time of crisis with physical
proximity a No No, we turn to
technology to enable us to meet

Page
8
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– but meeting virtually using modern teleconferencing software.
After successful trials with members on PCs, Laptops and iPads,
we conducted “Part 1” of our

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

forward easy-to-use
programme; works well
and the free version supports
meetings of up to 40 minutes.
An excellent way to hold a club
meeting.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

www.billericayrotary.org
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What A Mug - Drink Up, Norman!

Fire, Fashion And
A Rotary Reminder
Of Memories
Across The Pond

T

here are reunions …. and
Rotary reunions. None
perhaps more nostalgic
and memorable as that of the
Group Study Exchange Reunion
which took place in the Six Bells
at Witham on January 12 this
year, 31 years after the “Group”
had its origins.
Norman Wilson explains: “In
1990 our District 124 hosted a
team from District 638 (Michigan
and Ontario),” says Norman,
“and, in 1991, it was my privilege
to be the leader of the reciprocal
team to be hosted in District
638.”
“After rigorous interviews, the
selection process produced the
following team pictured opposite,
OHIWWRULJKW0\VHOIÀUHPDQ0LNH
Watton, fashion buyer, Isobel
Waugh, police superintendent
Ian Gruneberg, data base coordinator Debby Camps and banker
Stefan Tkaczyc.

the Essex Fire
Service. Stefan
spent 40 years
with the bank and
Isobel had stayed
in fashion. Debby
and her husband
were involved in
accountancy in
Essex and ran a B
& B in Cornwall.
The January date
was timely. Mike
and his wife were
emigrating to
Turkey to live the
next day. Only sad
note - Debbie’s
husband had died
shortly before.”

0HPRULHVÁRRGHG
back, not least being met at
Detroit airport by what Norman
GHVFULEHVDVD´0DJQLÀFHQW
Hearse” which transported them
WRD*6(SURJUDPPHEULHÀQJ
This included a vocational
week where each exchange
Member worked alongside their
equivalent workers – policeman
ZLWKSROLFHIRUFHVÀUHPDQZLWK
ÀUHÀJKWHUVHWF
“One sad factor was to see the
desolation in downtown Detroit
following both racial problems
and the former great auto motor
industry moving elsewhere.”
Returning to the UK, the group

Timely Date
“We stayed in touch. Ian had
served in the Essex police until
retirement, as had Mike with
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

reported and talked to every
Club in District 124 (as it was
then).
Mike and Ian witnessed two
IDFWRUVWKDWZHUHWRFKDQJHÀUHÀJKWLQJDQGSROLFLQJLQWKH8.
when they were adopted here.
´0LNHIRXJKWÀUHV´VD\V1RUPDQ
“and was impressed with the
large fans to blow smoke and
fumes away from the hoses, giving better access and Ian realised
the value of carrying toys in cars
to comfort children involved in
car accidents.”

Found In Canada
Crowning reunion moment
came when Norman produced
a drinking mug which Isobel and
Debbie had found and bought
for him in Canada. “They couldn’t
remember doing so,” said Norman. “It has NORM printed on it
followed by the words”:
Meaning Protector
When others are threatened
it’s you they select,
Shelter and Shield them Support and Protect,
<RXÀJKWHYHU\EDWWOHZLWK
passion and force
Staunch and unyielding, you
are always on course
Since you go to the limit for
family and friends
You can be counted on to help
and defend.
“I have used
LWIRXURUÀYH
times each
day since
and, thereby
been reminded some six
thousand
times of
every aspect of our
Group Study
Exchange.”
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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S p e a ke r s ’ C o r n e r
How To Beat The SCAMS!
relative or pretending to have
been robbed of their passport,
add up to stress for the individual and concern for the charity.
To that end, among its many help
and advice pamphlets, Age UK
Essex, as with its organisation
nation-wide, has issued a 34-page
booklet: “Avoiding Scams – Smart
ways to protect yourself.”

- unpaid volunteers visiting to
help dress, feed and just talk to
those unable to get out and what
products such as stair-lifts and
adjustable beds can help.

Sticker Aid
Pradip displayed an example of
their sticker tube. These contain
labels etc. for placing around the

 What is a scam?
 Doorstep scams
 Mail scams

A

ge can bring many problems, mostly health –
worn limbs, onset dementia, falling over and need of
care. There is one other modern,
technological aspect almost as
frightening as highlighted when
Pradip Mistry from Age UK
Essex spoke to us over lunch on
March 2. The internet SCAM !
He had to admit that, as more
and more aged people use the
internet now, the fake emails
from such as Nigeria pleading
ÀQDQFLDOKHOSFODLPLQJDORQJORVW

 Email scams
 Telephone scams
Plus identity theft, investment and pension scams.

More Opportunities
“We realise how much of a
concern this is,” Pradip said.
“but it is just one more
thing Age UK Essex has had
to take on board. “Our
overall aim is to helping
people in Essex to live well
in later life. Ages are rising
but there are more
opportunities for people to
enjoy their extra years.
“Also, more challenges for
us to maintain a standard
of life.” And that, believe it
or not, includes a toe-nail
cutting service! (And who
DPRQJXVDUHÀQGLQJLWPRUH
and more evasive to even
reach our toes, let along
our nails. Thank heavens for
spouses!).
Laughable. Not at all.Vital
is so much more the right
word for all that Age UK Essex now does for the community – information and
advice, a home help service

Page 10
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www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

home as a reminder of contact
details and helplines. (There
seemed to be quite a queue from
our Members to collect these
after lunch – forewarned is forearmed, guys!) .
6SHDNHUÀQGHU.HQ6PLWKKDQGed Pradip a cheque for £100 as
a donation to the charity which
relies mostly on donations and
limited council help. All in all, a
talk full of commitment, aid and
purpose.
Age UK Essex is based in
Chelmsford.
Email: info@ageukessex.org.uk
Website: www.ageukessex.org.uk

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t
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S p e a ke r s ’ C o r n e r
Don’t Get Your Feet Wet! Part 1I

his sextant was of little use.

Bogged Down
In Ireland
And Knighted
At Windsor

“Worse, their wireless didn’t
work, out of touch with everyone. No-one knew if they were
alive or dead.”

B

ert French Concludes
His Tale Of Early
Aviation

“Very simply,” Bert French told
us in his talk last month, “it was
to become one of the greatest
ÁLJKWVLQDYLDWLRQµ
This was the Atlantic crossing, east to west, of Alcock and
Brown on June 14, 1919 - “my father’s birthday”, as Bert reminded us. “The Vimy Vickers weighed
DERXWÀYHWRQVZLWKDOOWKHIXHO
on board. It needed a long run to
take off. No suitable aerodrome
²LWWRRNRIIIURPDÀHOG7XUQHG
east out to sea and soon lost to
view.
“All the more remarkable since
it was another eight years before
another direct crossing was attempted and many more before
WKHÀUVWFRPPHUFLDOÁLJKWµ

No Moon Or Stars
Dreadful weather. Fog, freezing
rain, low cloud and darkness.
“Dangerous, “ said Bert. “Whitton Brown, as navigator, hardly
saw the moon, stars or the sun
on the whole epic journey and
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

7KH\ÁHZIRUKRXUVDQG
minutes before sighting land. It
was County Galway in Ireland.
6DZDÀHOGWKDWVHHPHGÁDW²
and landed in a typical Irish bog.
Touching down, the wheels stuck
and the plane tipped onto its
nose. No injuries. They had done
it – crossed the Atlantic Ocean.!

“They were greeted by some
Irish soldiers. Asked where they
had come from, they said “America”, to laughter and disbelief. “
Bands played on rail platforms as
they returned to Brooklands by
boat and train, but nothing like
the celebrations at Brookland
with parties, speeches, receptions
and at Vickers where the Vimy
was made. They were taken in an
open carriage pulled by Windsor
Greys to Windsor Castle and
knighted by King George V and

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

the plane was installed to this
day in the Science Museum.
“Sadly, six months later Sir John
(known as Jack) Alcock was killed
along with everyone on board
when the plane carrying him to
the Paris air show crashed. Sir
Arthur Whitton-Brown was so
XSVHWKHQHYHUÁHZDJDLQµ

Aussie Challenge
7KH9LP\ZDVQRWÀQLVKHG7KH
Australian government put up a
SUL]HRI$IRUWKHÀUVW
ÁLJKWE\DQ$XVWUDOLDQWRÁ\IURP
England to Australia
in an aircraft of
British or Empire
manufacturer, to be
completed within
30 days of the end
of 1919 - again a
massive incentive.
First effort made it
to what was then
Yugoslavia, and the crew were
arrested and jailed by the Bolsheviks. Second contenders both
died when their plane crashed in
the Mediterranean; the third contenders, two Australian brothers,
Captains Ross and Keith Smith,
ERWK::Á\HUV
They took off from Hounslow
on November 12, 1919 on a
Brooklands-made Vickers Vimy
but, despite bad weather, land(continued on foot of page 12)
www.billericayrotary.org
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S p e a ke r s ’ C o r n e r
Little Burstead Boy Who Became A Naval Hero

n his talk reported in last
month’s Newsletter, Adam
Adshead made reference to a
Cater Museum exhibit – a tea
chest owned and used by Admiral George Walton in circumnavigating the world twice and
ZRQDVLJQLÀFDQWYLFWRU\DW&DSH
Passaro.
We thought readers would like
to know more about this local
hero.

Walton was born into a family
living at Little Burstead, entered
the navy and was commissioned
OLHXWHQDQWLQ+HÀUVWVDZ
battle in HMS Anne under captain John Tyrell at the allied defeat in the battle of Beachy Head

when the Anne was dis-masted.

Never Married

He subsequently served
on further ships including
HMS Devonshire and HMS
Restoration before being given
command of the 24-gun Seaford.
Sadly, it was captured and burned
off the Isles of Scilly.

He was knighted in 1721 and
promoted to Rear-Admiral of the
Blue. He had many more commands before retiring in 1736
on a pension of £600 a year. He
never married and died three
years later.

Court-Martial

He is buried in the parish church
of St Mary the Virgin in Little
Burstead. He had come home.

He commanded several more
ships and also served under
DQRWKHUÁHHWDGPLUDO-RKQ
Benbow. He was in Sir Thomas
Hardy’s escort convoy to Lisbon
in 1707, after which Hardy faced
court-martial for not pursuing a
French squadron. Walton gave
evidence in Hardy’s favour.
So, to Cape Passaro, 1718.
Walton had then returned to
his old ship HMS Canterbury,
commanded by Admiral
George Byng and they sailed
to the Mediterranean. There
Walton was given command of
DGHWDFKHGÀYHVKLSVTXDGURQ
LQSXUVXLWRID6SDQLVKÁHHW
division. He captured six ships
and destroyed six more in the
Straight of Messina. It was later
described in The Gentleman’s
Magazine as ‘remarkable for
naval Eloquence.’

Don’t Get Your Feet Wet! Part 1I (continued)
(continued from page 11)
ed at Darwin on December 10,
1919. The prize was theirs, so
too was a knighthood by King
George V! More importantly,
they had opened up the idea that
LWZDVSRVVLEOHWRÁ\IURPWKH
UK to Australia.
The sequel:
 Soon afterwards, Ross Smith
was killed, ironically in the sort
of plane that had killed Alcock
Page 12
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 Such great Australian heroes
that Australian’s greatest cricket all-rounder, Keith Miller was
christened Keith Ross Miller.
 Henry Hawker also died soon
after as one of the early pioneers
 The Vickers Vimy helped open
the trade route to Cape Town
It continued to serve with the
RAF until 1938, mostly for target
training.

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
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Bert concluded: “My brother and
,VDZRQHÁ\LQJLQDQDLUGLVSOD\
at Hornchurch just before the
war. These were the courageous
aviators and, of course, did get
their feet wet when they ditched
in the Atlantic.”
Editor’s Note: Love you Bert for
mentioning Hornchurch – I watched
many Battle of Britain scraps over
Hornchurch from my shelter in the
back garden!

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t
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Tolerance - The Key Word In The Community
DPSOLÀHGE\
Billericay Town
Council Chairman Jim Devlin. Jim spoke
about the need
for tolerance
in our society
and the ability
of our community to work
and live together without strife.

B

illericay is lucky with its
Service Clubs’ commitment.The same can be
said for the Town Councillors
as our Club Members found
out again when invited to the
Billericay Civic Service.
Many residents come together
for the rededication and commitment of our Town Councillors,
and to hear more about our
community. We were represented at the Most Holy Redeemer
Catholic Church in Laindon
Road by Treasurer Mike Ginn
and wife Sue, and President-Elect
Peter Greene. Also present was
Yvonne Kyndt from the Rotary
&OXERI%LOOHULFD\0D\ÁRZHUDQG
Dave Parker from the Lions.

He related his recent activities
as a representative of the town,
and the receipt of funding from
Basildon Council for VE Day
celebrations which will be going
towards helping those willing to
arrange a tea or celebration for
the “VE-Day Generation” living
amongst us. On a separate note,
he announced the scaffolding
around the new town hall had
already been removed and progress continues to be made on
its completion.

Service

The rest of the service started
with a recitation by children
from St. Peter’s Primary School,
followed by other girls from the

0D\ÁRZHU

Tolerant Town
This year’s theme was “Build
a More Tolerant Society”, as
introduced by Rev. Bagwell and
Julian Whybra spoke about the
RULJLQDO0D\ÁRZHUH[SHGLWLRQ
400 years ago and how four Billericay townspeople joined these
separatists to escape intolerance
and found a new community
in the US. A community which
made and kept every treaty it
made with the native Americans.
A model of the original Plymouth

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

6HWWOHPHQWDQGWKH0D\ÁRZHU
was on show at the altar.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

school performing a dance of reÁHFWLRQ)DWKHU'DQ0DVRQWKHQ
focused on Tolerance and DiverVLW\HVSHFLDOO\WKH´0D\ÁRZHU
Compact” between the settlers
RQWKH0D\ÁRZHUWRDOORZ$//
forms of religion without discrimination.
The service ended with the Act
of Commitment and Rededication of the town councillors, and
a collection for charity.
Tea, coffee or squash and cakes
followed in the neighbouring
building.

www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t

Page 13
P

Mayflower 400 th Anniversary
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Mayflower 400 th Anniversary
Reading Rooms Highlights
7KH0D\ÁRZHU/HJDF\
JXQSRUWÀOOHGLQE\
participating schoolchildren from the
four schools with
their comments on
WKH0D\ÁRZHU([SHdition. This hanging
is a principal feature of
a commemorative tea
towel which is available
to purchase by members
of the public at a cost of
only £3 each.

exhibition - St Peters Catholic
School - and the winner of the
best article on the subject of the
0D\ÁRZHURU3LOJULPV0LOOLH
Wiseman.

How were we involved?

T

his year marks the 400th
Anniversary of the sailLQJRIWKH0D\ÁRZHUWR
North America, carrying Christopher Martin, his wife and two
other Billericay residents.
A major event was held on the
weekend of March 13 to 15.,
with interesting displays by four
local junior schools - Brightside
Primary, Buttsbury Juniors, St.
Johns, and St. Peters. They had
done their own research, had
visited our own Billericay Cater
Museum, and had also met with
local historian and expert Julian
Whybra to learn about the story
RIRXU0D\ÁRZHU3LOJULPVDQG
interpreted this information.

Vice-President Les
Sheppard is a Trustee of
the Reading Rooms and
its IT wizard, and wife Val helped
make some of the 1620’s food
which was on display and available for guests to try. In addition,
President-Elect Peter Greene
took the photos and created the
artwork on which the tea towHODQGSRVWHURIWKH0D\ÁRZHU
were based.
Town Crier Jim Shrubb opened
with a reading of an Anniversary
Scroll, followed by an introduction by chairman of the Reading
Rooms Andy Maddocks. Andy
had organised the event, and
it was he who announced the
winner of the best stand at the

Also featured was a wall hanging
RIWKH´0D\ÁRZHUµZLWKHDFK

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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The exhibition was formally
opened by The Lord Petre, who
made a short speech and “cut
the Commemorative Cake”.
Julian Whybra also displayed his
UHFHQWERRN´7KH0D\ÁRZHU3LOgrims 1620 and the Founding of
Billerica 1655” which was available to purchase for just £12.50.
Members of the Committee and
all the schools were represented
by children in Victorian dress.
The Rooms were
open to members
of the public for
three days from 1315 March 2020, to
view the exhibitions
and enjoy the ambience and content of
both the rooms and
the occasion.
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
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District News - Update on Events
Following a meeting of the
'LVWULFW&RQWLQXLW\7HDP
of Past, Present and Future
District Governors, District
Secretary Paul Chambers reports that the following events
have been either cancelled or
put on hold so far for the year


Cancelled
Past events
 March 17: District Forum
 March 21: Regional Youth
Competitions (Cambridge) –
Young Musician;Youth Speaks – A
Debate on Young Chef. Competitors have been informed.
 March 28: District
Leadership Training. DGE Keith
Brownlie informed relevant
RIÀFHUV

Future events
April 3: District Quiz.

Postponed
 April 18: District Foundation
Seminar - June 13, see below
 April 25: President Elect Training Seminar (PETS) – May 30
 May 16: District Assembly.
District Assembly, District Forum
and District Foundation Seminar
will be held together on June 13.
District Assembly and Forum in
the morning, Foundation Seminar
in the afternoon. A sandwich
lunch will be provided.

Under Review
 June 28: District Handover.

Rotary Recommendations
Paul adds: “Nationally and Internationally you will have seen
that Rotary GB & I have already

cancelled Volunteer Expo in May
2020 and the Face-To-Face meetings for March, April and May.
Rotary International has cancelled the 2020 Rotary Convention in Hawaii and also advises
that District and Clubs cancel or
postpone meetings or events following advice from national and
ORFDOKHDOWKRIÀFLDOV´2XU&OXE
has already responded to this
and updated our website with
the latest advice – see Page 3.
He adds: “Since we will not be
paying for meals, it is suggested
that Clubs might consider donating some or all of that amount
to Foodbanks or other support
organisations in your community.
Suggest you use WhatsApp for
useful communication. Updates
will follow as appropriate.”

Something to Lighten Your Day
this out sooner!
 I have got rid of the shampoo;
Don’t Wash
 I use shampoo in the shower.
and am now showering with

When
I
wash
my
hair
the
Dawn washing soap
Your Hair
shampoo runs down my
 Label reads:
In The Shower
whole body
DISSOLVES FAT THAT IS

,GRQ·WNQRZZK\,GLGQ·WÀJXUH

 Warning printed clearly on
the label:
FOR EXTRA BODY AND
VOLUME
 No wonder I have been
gaining weight!

OTHERWISE DIFFICULT TO
REMOVE
Problem solved!
(If I don’t answer the phone
I’ll be in the shower!!)

Birthday Congratulations to Trevor Bond (April 2), and Norman Wilson (April 19).

Future Meetings and Events
Following the latest Government advice we regret to announce that we have suspended all
events and all face-to-face meetings from March 16, 2020,
This situation will be reviewed at end April 2020 and a further announcement made on our website.
We usually meet on Mondays at 12.45 for 13.00 at Reids Billericay.

,IWKHUHLVDÀIWK0RQGD\LQWKHPRQWKSOHDVHFKHFNWKHZHEVLWHIRULQIRUPDWLRQ
Reids, 66-68 Laindon Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LD Tel: +44 1277 632378
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Perhaps a little light relief won’t
come amiss in this depressing
time. How about this? (Comes
with a useful health warning)

