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voted Norman as next year’s
Assistant Treasurer (see report
on page 23). Proof that 97 is not
too old to take on a vital Club
job. Thank you and well done,
Norman.

Angela and I give ourselves a task
to do every day, walking, changing
tap washers, the garden, cleaning
the inside windows. We are not
bored. The wonderful weather
has helped, We have learnt to live
with lockdown. The real enemy
is the waistline!

No Partying?

Until lockdown Rotary intended
to celebrate the VE Day anniversary with many events. Instead,
ZHKDYHKDGWLPHWRUHÁHFWDQG
to thank our veterans like our
very own World War I1 front line
pilot Norman Wilson. The AGM

A part of me is not sorry to
miss a song and dance party,
hiding the horror of the war, lives
lost, bombed towns, refugees,
disease carried and transferred ,
families decimated. Better, a quiet

I shall not dwell on VE Day. Our
Club’s involvement is exclusively
reported and photographed in
this issue.

PRPHQWRIRXUWLPHWRUHÁHFW
I welcome signs the virus is
slightly releasing its grip, only to
add to the uncertainty. We are in
“Shall we, shan’t we” mode, do
we go or do we stay?
Vaccines being developed in
Oxford and other places, are
now the major hope to return to
something like normal life in our
country. So much has seriously
changed, Business in all its forms,
sport, church, the list is endless.
It all has to restart. We all want
normal.
We congratulate Dikster (Richard Leahy) on becoming Billericay Citizen of the Year 2020. We
nominated him. We are proud we
got it right.
At my last conducted Zoom
meeting of May our District
Rotary representative and good
friend David Eagles updated on
the latest District news. He is a
good friend of the Club and we
will support Dave as District
Governor when he takes up his
RIÀFHLQ$QG.HQ
Smith gave an excellent talk “Under Lockdown”, even venturing a
ÀUVWVFUHHQVKDUH

I thank them both.

A Conundrum for Helen and Richard and Baby Barnaby







We need to get back to China soon, with Baby Barnaby. What’s the problem?
How do you get permission to enter China?
Get a Visa!
How do you get a Visa?
7DNH\RXUSDVVSRUWVWRWKH&KLQD9LVD2IÀFH
How do you get a passport?  6HQG\RXUELUWKFHUWLÀFDWHWRWKH3DVVSRUW2IÀFH
+RZGR\RXJHWD%LUWK&HUWLÀFDWHIRUDEDE\" *RWRWKH5HJLVWU\2IÀFH
%XW«WKH5HJLVWU\2IÀFHLVFORVHG
Ooooops!
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V E D a y 75 - Rememb er !
One Man, Two Historic Flights – A Tribute

The Personal
Story Of Mark
Discombe’s
Return To The
Skies

O

ur Club is proud of its
links to two Very Special
Moments in this month
of May – the Memorial Flight
to honour Captain Tom’s 100th
birthday and his Walk In The
Garden which raised over £32m
IRU1+6FKDULWLHVDQGWKH6SLWÀUH
ÁLJKWRQWKH9('D\WKDQQLversary in tribute to the Battle of
%ULWDLQÀJKWHUSLORWV²7KH)HZ

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

The connection comes by a man
we have welcomed into our
Rotary Club – Mark “Disco” Discombe, AFC, OC Battle of Britain
Memorial Flight. Mark, now in
his second year of Command, is
the son-in-law of our International chairman, Malcolm Acors.
2YHUÀIW\5RWDULDQVDQGIULHQGV
joined us in January when Mark
took time out from his busy life
to tell us about his life and work.

A Boy From Bridgend
Sqn Ldr Mark Discombe is Welsh
and proud of it. A boy from
%ULGJHQG)OLJKWRQHVDZKLPÁ\
a World War II Hurricane over
Capt Tom’s Bedfordshire home
(continued on Page 4)

So much for the background.
Now the stories of two memoUDEOHDQGKLVWRULFÁLJKWVLQZKLFK
Mark took part, one recounted
from newsreels and media, the
other in exclusive words from
Mark himself. We are proud to
feature his incredible achievement in these pages of words
and exclusive photographs.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

www.billericayrotary.org
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V E D a y 75 - Rememb er !
One Man, Two Historic Flights (continued)
(continued from page 3)
and the garden he walked laps
around for the charity money.

(Malcolm Acors has circulated a
brilliant video from the cockpit of
a wartime plane showing a pilot’s
YLHZRIWKH5$)Á\SDVWLQKRQRXURI
Captain Tom.)

7KHÁ\SDVWRUJDQLVHGE\WKH
Battle of Britain Memorial Flight,
from Royal Air Force Coningsby,
LQYROYHGD6SLWÀUHDQGD+XUULcane. Tom watched and waved
when the two wartime RAF
SODQHVÁHZRYHUKHDGFHOHEUDWLQJ
his 100th birthday. Earlier in the
day Sqn Ldr Mark Sugden had
told BBC’s John Maguire what
WKH\ZHUHOLNHWRÁ\
In a personal tribute, Mark Discombe told our Newsletter: “It’s
really captured the imagination
of the nation and we are blown
away with what he has achieved
for the NHS and the vast amount

of money he has raised”.

Top Button Off In
Salute
As if one endeavour was
not enough, Mark took to
the sky again the following
GD\LQDQ5$)6SLWÀUHWR
take part in the VE Day
Á\SDVW7KHEULOOLDQW
photographs and his own
words – again exclusive to
Newsletter – tell his story
better than any narrator.
“Ninety minutes before I
JRWLQWRWKH6SLWÀUH,UHleased the top button on
my uniform as a salute to
WKH:RUOG:DUÀJKWHU
pilots who always left it
unbuttoned to stand out
in the crowd. There was a
stop at Southend to refuel,
WKHQWKHWZR6SLWÀUHV
ZHUHÀOPLQJWKHGUDPDWLF
VFHQHDVZHÁHZRYHUWKH
white cliffs of Dover.
´:HÁHZWZR6SLWÀUHVDW
the request of the BBC,
a Mk Vb (AB910) D-Day
veteran leading our Mk
D 3 ²WKHRQO\
airworthy Battle of Britain
6SLWÀUHFRPSOHWHZLWK
original WWII bullet holes.
“It was a privilege to take
SDUWLQWKH9(FRPmemoration and, being
pre-conducted. It gave
us more opportunity to
enjoy the spectacle. The
weather was perfect, and
the white cliffs of Dover
were radiant, a perfect afternoon, English sunshine
DQGDWLPHWRUHÁHFWDQG
remember.
/HVW:H)RUJHWµ
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V E D a y 75 - Rememb er !
Brothers In Arms – A Fitting Tribute

ur very own World War
11 veteran, Norman
Wilson has regaled us
often with his many true tales of
FRQÁLFWYDORXUDQGWKHVHDUFK
for the grave site in Germany of
his brother Douglas, killed when
his plane crashed while distributLQJOHDÁHWVRYHU*HUPDQ\
Inevitable, therefore, that
Norman, now 97, would ensure
such events were duly celebrated
on May 8. He describes the
photograph featured here.

“I set up the Tribute on the front
of my house. There were pictures
(left) covering my 70 year dream
RIÀQGLQJWKHFUDVKVLWHDQGRULJinal grave of my brother Douglas.

Medal Display
“In the centre is a large picWXUHRID6XQGHUODQGÁ\LQJERDW
in recognition of my wartime

actions in these ‘planes against
the Japanese, myself propped up
DJDLQVWWKHZDOODQGÀQDOO\P\
trench coat with the wartime
medals of myself and my brother; mine including The Burma
Star and Douglas’s including The
Aircrew Europe Star.

“Neighbours showed considerable interest and joined with
myself and Brenda, who took the
photograph, and others in the
two-minute silence. I was very
pleased with the outcome.”

So you should be, Norman
– quite brilliant.!

Celebration? Sadly, Not In The Meat Business!
President Ben Admits: “ As A Family,
We Had No Reason To Rejoice.”

E

xcuse me if I get some of
my facts wrong. I was ten
and a half when war was
declared and I was sixteen and
a few months when peace was
proclaimed.

additionally, dad was very poorly
at that time, so life was pretty
fraught at 86 High Street BillericD\LQ6RWKHJORRP\SLFWXUH
for VE Day.

It would be true to say, in my
opinion, that the Clarke family
were a pretty humourless bunch
DWWKLVWLPHLQQRWZLWKRXW
VRPHMXVWLÀFDWLRQ,PLJKWDGG
We ended the war, with no
money (we had property but no
cash), no meat and no men. We
had a another shop in Brentwood High Street to run and
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

Train or No Train?
As far as I remember, on May 8,
I went to college in London that
morning, as usual, catching the
7.48am from Billericay. (If Mike
tells me no trains were running
that day, then I was in Billericay
all day).
When I arrived in London, it
was clear the day was going to
be different from normal; all the

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

lecturers had cleared off to the
SXEDQGZHZHUHOHIWWRÀQGRXU
way back home.
In Billericay the High Street
was being prepared for evening
festivities. During the war we
had a battery of searchlights,
based somewhere between the
top of the High Street and Little
Burstead. (a mixed blessing).
In my opinion, the lights attracted the attention of the German
bombers instead of letting them
Á\RQ,WKLQNWKHSLORWVWKRXJKW
we had something to hide.
(continued on Page 6)

www.billericayrotary.org
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V E D a y 7 5 - Rememb er !
Celebration (continued)
could see
to dance
and party
by the
Chequers

A Searchlight shone down
the High Street

(continued from page 5)

Space To Party

Anyway, the army detached one
of these lights and put it somewhere between what is now
Halifax Building Society and
3RXQGODQGOD\LQJLWÁDWVWUDLJKW
down the High Street, so people

It was
so bright
you
could see
to read!
Dad, as I
have said,
was very
poorly
DQGZDVFRQÀQHGWRKLVEHGIRU
several weeks, so he was out of
action. Dancing in the street was
the last thing you would expect
my mother to do, she was as
far removed from those sort of
antics as you could get.

Enjoyment Lost
When it was dark, I wandered
down the street to the Chequers
and pretended to enjoy myself, there were a lot of people
celebrating, in this very friendly
atmosphere. Fact of the matter
was we, or at least I, had forgotten how to enjoy myself, I always
felt I needed several rehearsals
or training on how to enjoy myself. I had done none of that.
So,VE Day came and went and
we moved on, getting used to the
life without a war.
I did take my Box camera with
me that evening and took a few
photos, (Remember, when you
look at the quality, I took it sevHQW\ÀYH\HDUVDJR 0\9('D\
is sadly not a great nor exciting
memory.

/LJKW HQ LQJ8S$1LJKW7R5HPHPEHU
Bert French
Recalls A Great
Celebration

I

was just over 17 when VE
Day was celebrated. I confess
I could remember very little
about it. Then my son Jolyon who
lives in Lincolnshire, reminded
me of something I had told him
DOPRVW\HDUVDJR$ERXWD
ERQÀUH²DQG,UHPHPEHUHGLW
well.
,WZDVDYHU\ELJERQÀUHLQWKH
ÀHOGRSSRVLWHWKHIDUP-DFN
our horseman, had spent two
days with me and the horse and
cart, building it. We purchased a
ODUJHQXPEHURIÀUHZRUNVIURPD
great friend and local shopkeep-

Page 6

er Arthur
Green. We
did all our
shopping
there and, in
the summer,
sold him milk
to make his
ice cream.

Roman
Candles
He had the
ÀUHZRUNV
tucked away
for six years
from the last time they were
allowed, November the Fifth,
1938 when bangers were halfpence each and Roman candles
and coloured ones two or three
pence each. The neighbourhood
turned out in force for a great

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

evening with all the old songs
DQGGDQFLQJURXQGWKHÀUH+LJK
spirits everywhere.
We supplied large potatoes from
the farm and baked them on the
embers. Not much butter due to
the strict rationing. But...
:+$7$&(/(%5$7,21!

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

www.billericayrotary.org

&RYLG7KHODWHVW
Covid-19 continues to dominate, as lockdown still rules our lives, albeit less restrictively.
Each month we try to bring you some fresh and quirky aspects of the Pandemic.

Fortunately the trend of new cases
of Covid-19 continue to fall.

As a result, restrictions on our lives
are being slackened

But how will UK residents react to easing of restrictions?

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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L i f e U n d e r L o c k d ow n !
*RG0RYHV,Q0\VWHULRXV $QG(OHFWURQLF :D\V

Rotarian Revd. Margaret Fowler leads the Service

I

Les Sheppard, with his Christ Church Treasurer’s hat on, gives us
his thoughts and insights into how the Lockdown has affected
churches, with particular focus on how Christ Church has
PRGLÀHGLWVSUDFWLFHVLQRUGHUWRPDLQWDLQFRQWDFWZLWKWKH
community while the church building itself is closed.

WLVLQWHUHVWLQJWRUHÁHFWWKDW
QRWPXFKPRUHWKDQ\HDUV
ago, when people were largely
unaware of how diseases were
transmitted, one of the responses to the current Coronavirus
pandemic would have been for
churches in every town and
village across the country to
encourage people to attend services at which they would pray
for an end to the infection. Of
course, we now know that this
is about the worst possible thing
they could have done.
By the time of the Spanish Flu
epidemic, people were aware of
germs and how they could be
passed from person to person.
Consequently, churches were
closed in many places, though, in
some areas, services in churches were replaced with open-air
services which rather defeated
the intent of the closures.

Page 8

Nowadays of course everyone
understands how the virus is
transmitted and so, in line with
government guidance, churches
have been closed, along with all
other places of social gathering.
6RKRZKDYHWKH\UHVSRQGHGDQG
what has been the impact?

Fellowship
Just as our Club decided to
embrace technology in order to
maintain business and fellowship,
churches have used various digital ways to maintain connections
with their congregations.
At Christ Church, when advice
was given to avoid unnecessary
social gathering, Margaret took
the decision to cancel our
normal service and we replaced
it with a live-streamed service
from the church. In line with
JRYHUQPHQWJXLGDQFHRQO\
people were present at the
church.

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

During the following week guidance changed and churches were
closed, so we had to rethink
for the following Sunday and
bring a bit more technology into
play. We switched to creating a
pre-recorded service. For this,
each of the leaders recorded
their part of the service in their
own homes and these recordings were then edited together
to construct the service, which
was then streamed at the usual
service time on Sunday.
One little obstacle we had to
overcome was copyright. We had
to purchase a licence allowing us
to stream our own performances of any worship songs written
within the last 70 years.
This was such a change from
the original March advice that
churches could remain open daily
for private prayer, provided social
(continued on Page 9

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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L i f e U n d e r L o c k d ow n !
*RG0RYHV,Q0\VWHULRXV:D\V FRQWLQXHG

Social Distancing
(continued from page 8)
distancing was observed, We
had carefully changed the seating
arrangements to ensure our
chairs were well separated. The
rest were stacked at the back. A
change for just a few days!

More Worshippers
An interesting fact is that the
number of people viewing our
online streamed services each
week is higher than the number
of people who typically turn up
on an average Sunday, so there
is an argument that church
attendance has actually increased
(albeit virtually) as a result of
WKHORFNGRZQ7KLVLVUHÁHFWHG
nationally, with a recent news
item reporting on a survey which
found that one in four people
have accessed an online church
service of some form since the
lockdown started.

people are encouraged to make
themselves a tea or coffee and
then click the Zoom link. This has
worked well, giving people the
opportunity to socialise whilst
observing social distancing.

I will .... but not yet
Weddings have been severely
impacted. Few couples want to
marry without being able to
invite all their friends to a big
reception, and, with the average
couple spending £16,000+ on a
wedding (according to Money
Saving Expert), they don’t
want the risk of being hit by a
lockdown days before the event.
Thus, a great number of 2020
weddings have been deferred
to an unknown future date. We
don’t have many weddings at
Christ Church, but the one we
did have booked in for this year
is one of the casualties.

Ordinarily at Christ Church we
Similarly, funerals have been
provide coffee and biscuits after
affected. Traditionally when
the service and people stay for
a chat (which has
been known to last
longer than the
service itself!). So
after a few weeks of
streamed services
we decided to have
a go at streamed
coffee using Zoom.
Coffee at the
After the service
Zoom Cafe!
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

someone died, their family and
friends would come together
for the funeral and then socialise
afterwards. However, this
has been banned under the
lockdown, just when (at the
time of writing) the number of
GHDWKVSHUZHHNLQWKH8.LV
rapidly approaching double the
XVXDOÀJXUH SHUZHHNYV
RQDYHUDJHIRUWKLVWLPH
of year).
Early guidance allowed “small
funerals” (up to 12 people),
provided social distancing
was observed. Then, with the
lockdown, no in-church services
were allowed, just a service at
the graveside or crematorium
with only the priest present. The
last funeral in Christ Church was
held on 24th March, the day after
the lockdown was announced –
it was deemed too late to change
the arrangements; only three
mourners were present, plus the
minister,Val and me.

Supporting the front line
But some things must continue
as normal, despite the lockdown.
At Christ Church the Blood Service runs monthly Blood Donor
sessions and we have of course
continued to make the building
available for this. The March and
April sessions were both on a
Thursday and, as they run from
midday to 8pm, the timing was
perfect for the nurses to line up outside
the church after the
session and receive
their well-deserved
‘front-line workers’ applause from
Christ Church’s
neighbours in Perry
Street.
www.billericayrotary.org
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L i f e U n d e r L o c k d ow n !
Spice Of Lfe – Surviving The Challenge

Patrick Rothon reveals how a local business with
Rotary history has met the Covid 19 pressure

O

riginally called “Underwood & Barker”, it
supplied products under
the ‘UNBAR’ brand name. My father Felix Rothon purchased the
company in 1948 shortly after
World War II, and we moved to
Billericay shortly afterwards. We
have always focussed on serving
the food industry, building considerable knowledge in formulating and applying ingredient
systems for food products.

In 1976, we were renamed
Unbar Rothon by combining the
“UNBAR” brand with the family name “Rothon”. Our sister
company, World of Spice, was
launched to supply products to
the food service sector.
When the Lockdown was announced in early March, we faced
one of the worst crises in the
long history of the company. So
how could we survive in this new
critical environment?
Fortunately we were designated
an “essential business” to supply
the food processing industry – a
mixed blessing because, although
Page 10

we could keep operating, we had
to make dramatic changes necessary to keep our employees safe
from infection. Since we are in
the food and spice business, hygiene in our factories has always
been a priority and our production processes are designed to
prevent contamination of any
sort. But this was a new situation for our management, staff
and of course, customers.

What Happened
Before Lockdown, panic buying
by the public at the supermarkets meant sales dramatically
increased. We were stretched to
meet this demand as we changed
to reduce the risk of spreading
Covid-19. We planned a two
shift system, working evenings
and weekends for social distancing in production, while maintaining and increasing production
volumes to meet demand.

personal protection. As a food
premises we have hand sanitizer
dispensers in every department.

6WDIÀQJ&KDOOHQJH

Our staff was a new challenge.
We needed to keep them safe
yet still support production, as
ZHOODVÀQGLQJZD\VWRNHHSPDNing sales and ensuring we could
continue to bill our customers,
and, collect sales revenue.

Our Action
We moved a quarter of our staff
to work from home, and changed
our whole communication
system to enable them to do so.
They could take our IT hardware
and set
(continued on Page 11)

Personal protection? Not an
issue for us on the production
ÁRRU:HKDYHDOZD\VXVHG3HUsonal Protection Equipment
(PPE) because
many spices
like chilli and
pepper require
face masks,
goggles and
disposable
gloves for
´:KHUHKDYHDOOWKHÁRZHUVFDUVJRQH"µ

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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L i f e U n d e r L o c k d ow n !
Sur viving The Challenge (continued)

(continued from Page 10)
it up at home using our on-line
support company. A huge logistical and procedural challenge, but
one we faced and met.
5XQQLQJWKH&RPSDQ\"
We have management meetings
over Zoom from home, which
enables us to address any issues that require attention. The
longer this situation continued,
the more vital this became.
5DZ0DWHULDO6XSSOLHV
All our supply chains are long,
so supplies have to be ordered
long in advance. Fortunately, our
Brexit planning experience of last
year was a great help with this.
For example India has been in
total Lockdown, causing spice
shortages and increased costs.
Fortunately our policy has always
been to be loyal to reliable
long-term suppliers, and this has
proved vital in maintaining supplies of our raw materials.
7KH*RRG1HZV
Our subsidiary, World of Spice,
has seen a dramatic change in
sales. Their traditional customers in the food service industry
(hotels and restaurant chains)
are closed down (unless they are
“take-aways”), but, on-line sales

have taken off as many people
are unable to go out and are
now cooking at home.

New Opportunities
Like many organisations in the
8.(VVH[&RXQW\&RXQFLOZHUH
facing a shortage of hand sanitizer and asked if any companies in
Essex could assist with its supply.
$VZHSURGXFHHVVHQFHVDQGÁDvours in our laboratory we could
easily adapt to manufacture to
a WHO approved formulation,
which we had approved and tested by an independent laboratory.
Sourcing some necessary raw
materials was a challenge, but
LWLVDWULEXWHWRRXUÁH[LELOLW\
in these Covid 19 days, that we
were able to do this and we now
have a new product line producLQJÀYHOLWUHFRQWDLQHUVRIKDQG
sanitizer
which we
are selling
to care
homes and
businesses
in Essex
and further
DÀHOG

working from home for many
weeks, and the technology and
video facilities which are used by
so many in these Covid times has
proved a godsend in enabling us
to keep running the business.
I do feel a little out of touch with
RSHUDWLRQVDQGWKHVKRSÁRRU
but I keep reminding myself that
we are fortunate to be able to
continue with our business.
I started this report with our origins as “Underwood & Barker”
in Covent Garden. Why is that
VLJQLÀFDQW"%HFDXVHQH[W\HDU
we will celebrate 100 years since
that company was founded in
1921. Incidentally that was about
the same time the world was
recovering from Spanish Flu!
Another more recent
anniversary is V.E. Day, which
we all celebrated, even in our
garden!

Personal Perspective
My business life has changed
dramatically. I no longer travel
WRWKHRIÀFHEXWKDYHQRZEHHQ

)DFWVDERXW8QEDU5RWKRQ
 7KH&RPSDQ\LVEDVHGRQIRXUPDLQVLWHVLQ%LOOHULFD\(VVH[IURPZKHUHDOOLWVEXVLQHVVLV
PDQDJHGDQGPDQXIDFWXULQJDQGVXSSO\XQGHUWDNHQ
 ,WLPSRUWVDQGSURFHVVHVKXQGUHGVRILQJUHGLHQWVIURPDURXQGWKHZRUOGLQFOXGLQJVSLFHV
KHUEVGULHGIUXLWVGULHGYHJHWDEOHVVHDVRQLQJVHVVHQFHVROHRUHVLQVQDWXUDOH[WUDFWV
QDWXUDOFRORXUVQDWXUDOÁDYRXUVDQGVPRNHH[WUDFWV
 3DFNDJLQJLVÁH[LEOH,WVXSSOLHVFXVWRPHUVLQ/RQGRQ(DVW$QJOLDDQGWKH6RXWK(DVW
DQGWKURXJKRXWWKH8QLWHG.LQJGRPXVLQJLWVRZQYHKLFOHVDQGH[SRUWVWRLQWHUQDWLRQDO
FXVWRPHUVLQ(XURSH$VLD$IULFDDQGWKH$PHULFDV
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
www
twitter com/BillericyRotary

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
www facebook com/BillericayRotary

www.billericayrotary.org
www
billericayrotary org
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L i f e U n d e r L o c k d ow n !
6SRUWRQ+ROG1RZ,W·V+XUWLQJ
Trevor Bond
UHÁHFWVRQ
accepting
events beyond
the fringe

I

t was the great Liverpool
manager, Bill Shankly who said:
“Some people think football
is a matter of life and death.
I assure you, it’s much more
serious than that.” Well, it isn’t
RIFRXUVHEXW\HV,ÀQDOO\DGPLW
it. I’ve withdrawal symptoms. As
I said in the April Newsletter, I
would never accept that sport
is anything more than a part of
life and never to be considered
against life and death in the
community.
But, in lockdown, the goalposts
are moving. Fans want their
sports back – however calculated
– and suddenly many sports stars
are questioning their right to play
on. Should we? Shouldn’t we?
Protecting not themselves but
their families.
Sport has been a major part of
my life from school to retirement; playing, reporting, watching,
loving....Test cricket seen, socFHUFXSÀQDOVH[SHULHQFHGWKH
All-Blacks, the Barbarians and
WKH1DWLRQV:LPEOHGRQ7KH
Open and racing’s biggies – the
Grand National, the Epsom Derby, a day at Newmarket or Sandown - colleagues galore, a drink
or many at the bar. Fellowship.
Six weeks in lockdown. I have
watched so many replays of great
FXSÀQDOVH[FLWLQJ7HVWPDWFKHV
KRZZHZRQWKH$VKHVLQ
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six times at least, Gareth Edwards’ great try for the BaaBaas
(see above). I have used up all
my saved DVD’s meant for cold
winter months, now all come out
in Coronavirus isolation.

Miss You, Jeff!
The cricket season should have
started. I should be sitting with
my pals in the Members Pavilion at Chelmsford to watch my
beloved Essex. Instead, on Zoom,
we predict another Championship season. Saturdays are the
ZRUVW7KHORFDOORYHO\ÀVKDQG
chip shop at South Green has
UHRSHQHG²ÀUVWWDVWHRIQRUPDOity – but, come 3.00 pm no click
on to Sky to hear the awful Jeff
Stelling spelling out the soccer
UHVXOWVDVWKH\ÁRRGLQ2K*RG
West Ham, three down again at
half time.
But Jeff, suddenly I miss you!

A Must Novel?
Finally, I love reading. Just started
a crime novel by one of my favourite authors, Peter May (back
to sporting connections again as
it’s the same name as a former
England cricket captain).
I must have read over twenty
novels as well as three cricket
books, since isolation.
The new one? All about a pandemic that devastated London,
martial law, people shot on sight
if on the streets. Written some
years ago but thought too frightening to publish. Not now.
Read it. Title: ´/RFNGRZQµ

.HHSVDIH,DPWROG,WKLQN,DP
.HHSVDQH"7KDWPLJKWWDNH
some suitable treatment.
In the garden, the six-foot-deep
ÀVKSRQGZHFRQYHUWHGODVW\HDU
LQWRDÁRZHUEHGQRZORRNV
ÁRXULVKLQJWKDQNVWRDGLVSOD\RI
roses and to frequent visits for
bedding plants to Ben’s “Garden
Centre” at South Green. Thank
you, Ben.
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L i f e U n d e r L o c k d ow n !
,WDO\/HDGV7KH:D\
Coronavirus has taught Italy hard lessons., and Piedmont where our
“twinned” Clubs are located, has been hit hardest.
This month’s Special Report is from our friend Gualberto Ranieri,
Secretary-Elect of Ovada del Centenario Rotary Club.

I

n mid-March, Italy became the
ÀUVW(XURSHDQFRXQWU\WRJR
into complete lockdown to
protect its citizens from a pandemic attack. Previously, such a
scenario was just an academic
hypothesis for national security
experts. Now what Italy has been
doing can be a model for other
countries.

What can we learn
The battle against the virus is
full of unknowns, but in my view,
there are three aspects of the
current emergency that already
contain unequivocal lessons.
7KHÀUVW concerns national security. The pandemic caught Italy
by surprise, almost like a largescale terror attack. In schools of
war, they teach that you always
QHHGWRSUHSDUH\RXUVHOIWRÀJKW
WKHQH[WFRQÁLFW1RZZHNQRZ
this can be triggered not by an
armed enemy but by a virus.
Consequently, hospitals, medical
facilities, health equipment, doctors and nurses are our frontline.
They are the trench to defend,
consolidate and reinforce. We
must then invest in health – rethinking national budgets.
7KHVHFRQGOHVVRQ coming
from Italy’s experience of the

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

pandemic is the crucial importance of collaboration between
FLWL]HQVDQGRIÀFLDOLQVWLWXWLRQV,I
a government has locked down
public life, forced millions of
people into a de facto quarantine
and faced economic costs, it is
because this is the only effective
prescription to stem – and ultimately defeat – the virus.

“Other countries should
OHDUQIURP,WDO\ I hope
WKLVUHSRUWLQWHUHVWVP\
fellow Rotarians, but these
DUHP\YLHZVDORQHµ
Since we are a democracy, there
is a constitutional limit to the obligations that can be imposed on
citizens, hence the importance of
personal responsibility.

Community Spirit
7KHWKLUGHOHPHQW to the
,WDOLDQH[SHULHQFHLVUHÁHFWHGLQ
the people at their windows and in balconies, who
collectively applauded the
doctors and nurses who
DUHNH\WRWKHÀJKWDJDLQVW
the virus. People are also
playing or singing the na-

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

tional anthem from their homes,
as a way of uniting against the
pandemic in a show of spontaneous patriotism that ultimately
makes the nation more cohesive.
Not only has the coronavirus epidemic turned Europeans against
one another, there has been a
growing loss of faith in the EU’s
open borders and open markets.
Even more worrying (my belief)
is the use of the phrase “social
distancing” instead of “physical
distancing”.
Social distancing sounds like people should stop communicating
with one another, while instead
we should be preserving as much
community as we can even while
we keep our physical distance
from one another. It is especially
true of Rotarians, as we are committed to “connect the World.”
(continued on Page 14)
www.billericayrotary.org
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L i f e U n d e r L o c k d ow n !
,WDO\/HDGV7KH:D\
(continued from Page 13)

How Did We Respond?
5RWDU\&OXERI$OED - A

series of initiatives have been
put in place to meet the new
needs that the pandemic has
highlighted including the purchase of masks for the population within District 2032 and
ÀQDQFLDOVXSSRUWWREURDGHQ
web connections for local “Cillario” school.
The Club and Rotaract Alba
Langhe and Roero provided
a device for the management
and control of disinfection
activities of surfaces in clinical
and healthcare environments for
the “Nuovo Ospedale di Alba
Foundation”.

Alba Hospital in collaboration
and with the contribution of the
Rotary Club Canale Roero, with
the twin Rotary Club of Beausoleil, and the Rotary Foundation
for the purchase of 3 portable
WiFi ultrasound systems and 2
non-invasive respirators.
The fundraisers were carried out
with great speed by President
Ezio Porro and Dr. Remo Gattiglia, and PDG Philippe Tricetti
of Beausoleil who designed and
obtained international funding.

echocardiograph. In partnership with District 2032 Clubs,
an oxygen system in a care
home, thus replacing old fashioned large and heavy oxygen
cylinders, was completed and
medical equipment to the Acqui Terme public hospital was
presented.
The Rotary Foundation greenlighted a Global grant to the

5RWDU\&OXE2YDGDGHO
&HQWHQDULR

Lately, Ovada Club has been busy
both locallly and globally. Support
was provided to a “Covi-athome” pilot project, for patients
staying at home and supported
by medical staff, thus avoiding
overloads in healthcare facilities.
A “Global Grant” was given to
the Emergency Medicine and
Emergency Department of the

The project originated in Ovada’s
NHS area. Masks were handed to
care homes and constables. The
Ovada hospital got a 12-channel

pediatrics department of Lalla
Meriem hospital in Larache, Morocco that needs a transfusion
room for thalassemic patients.
President Franco Camera and
PDG Philippe Tricetti recently
updated us on the progress of an
International Project in favour of
%DPDNR.RXORXED&OXELQ0DOL
WKDWJRWSRUWDEOHZDWHUÀOWHU
“straws” that remove bacteria,

/LIH8QGHU/RFNGRZQ,WDOLDQ6W\OH
Italy lockdown was very strict - with even a ban on walking or exercising more than 200m from home.
In early May, some restrictions were relaxed (factories and parks re-opened on 4 May) and the 200m limit
was extended. Following consistent drops in the infection rate and the number of daily recorded deaths:
t Funerals are allowed (max. 15 people), ideally outdoors
t 18 May - Museums and libraries reopened, sports teams were able to hold group training sessions, and the
Church and all faiths can hold services - subject to physical distancing and face masks). Shops, Hairdressers
and Beauty Salons, and bars and restaurants, reopened for dine-in service (with physical distancing), after
more than two months of nationwide lockdown measures. This applies to all Italy except the Naples Region
where shops etc. opened May 20.
t June 3 - All travel restrictions will be lifted on leaving and entering the country (no quarantine)
t Schools will not reopen until September
Page 14
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L i f e U n d e r L o c k d ow n !
' * ·V -R W W LQJ V
Our District Governor Pauline Dean takes time out of her hectic schedule
to give us her latest thoughts and a wider perspective
on Rotary and personal life under lockdown.

Thank You,
Technology,
For Helping
Keep Rotary
Alive

T

hey say:
´7LPHÁLHVZKHQ\RX·UH
having fun!”
Well I must be having fun for my
WLPHLVFHUWDLQO\Á\LQJE\
,QMXVWRYHUÀYHZHHNV,ZLOOEH
past it! That is, I will be a Past
District Governor (PDG).
As I pondered in my last Jotting
this should have been the time
for all the outdoor activities of
marathons, half marathons, fun
runs and walks and of course the
Soapbox Derby. Couldn’t happen! Like many of you, Terry and
I are in lockdown and meetings
are being held online via Zoom
and Webinars.

Scrubs And Masks
Having attended several different
Club and Area Zoom meetings it
is pleasing to hear of the events
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
ll

and actions
some of our
Rotarians
are able to
take.
Little actions
- a phone
call to
someone on
their own,
collecting
and
delivering
medications
if you are
able to leave your home, making
up scrubs, masks and laundry
bags and simply giving over the
money we would have spent on
our Rotary breakfast, lunch or
dinner. These can and are making
all the difference I am sure.

Rotarians were at home. We
didn’t need to vote; we waited
until the following day when
the resolutions came out and
we were able to vote over the
following two weeks. (Ed - See VP
Les Sheppard’s report on Page 22).

Within our District we seem
to be managing Zoom meetings
really well. Early in the lockdown
I was asked as District Governor
WRÀQGRXWKRZPDQ\RIRXU
Clubs were using Zoom to meet.
$WWKDWWLPHLWZDVMXVWRYHU
Today I would guess we have
QHDUHU

Good news is that it will be
back in 2021 when it will be
resurrected at the Birmingham
NEC on May 7-9. I do hope so,
for Terry and I have just booked
ourselves into a local hotel; for
not only will it be Volunteer
Expo. But it will also be an
opportunity to meet up with
my fellow District Governors of
2019-20, sadly not possible at the
end of this Rotary year.

Santa Test
On Sunday May 3 I attended, as
I suspect some of you did, the
Rotary GB&I Annual Business
Meeting 2020. I have attended
these meetings before sitting in a
large conference centre with an
electronic gadget where I vote
on whether I believe Santa Claus
LVUHDORUÀFWLWLRXV$OZD\VWKH
test question to see if our handsets work.
7KLV\HDU,DQGRYHURWKHU

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R

I must say I did prefer this version of the Annual Business
Meeting and interestingly I have
KHDUGWRGD\WKDWRYHU
5RWDULDQVYRWHG7KDWLVD
increase in voter engagement
on last year. The results of the
Meeting will be with us soon.

Expo in 2021
Whilst I did prefer this Meeting
format, I was sorry to have
missed the Volunteer Expo 2020
which has gone the way of all
our gatherings.

Having started this Jotting with
the Albert Einstein quotation on
‘Time’, I will leave you with another. A positive thought, I think!
´7LPHÁLHVOLNHDQDUURZIUXLW
ÁLHVOLNHDEDQDQDµ
This quotation is from Groucho
Marx. I will leave you to decide
what it means!
Take care and keep safe.
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
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L i f e U n d e r L o c k d ow n !
7KH1+60DNHV<RX6PLOH
,Y\&RWWDJH
%ORRPLQJ
Keep Your Eyes Open, You Can’t
Help But Smile As You Wander
As Provided By
The Streets Of Billericay ....
Peter and
Christabel
Strong

P

eter Strong reports on
how he is managing in
these Covid 19 times.

“You asked what we have all
been getting up to during lockdown? Well, social isolation has
given Christabel and me the
opportunity to concentrate on
the garden.
7KHLUHIIRUWVKDYHEHHQDPSO\
rewarded with some stunning
GLVSOD\V(G!
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&LWL]HQRIWKH<HDU
Our Man For All
Seasons
– And Reasons

J

ust a short time ago
President-Elect Peter
Greene was contacted by the Billericay Town
Council and asked if we had
a nomination for Billericay
Citizen of the Year.
Club Members discussed
it at Service and Business
meetings and, unanimously
agreed to support Peter’s
recommendation of Richard
Leahy (a.k.a. Dikster) as the
Club’s nominee.
Needless to add, we are
delighted that Richard was
successful and is the 2020
winner of Billericay’s Citizen of the Year.

“Totally Deserved”
A delighted Richard rang
Peter on the day the result
$SURXG'LNVWHULQKLVWK%LOOHULFD\6FRXW was announced.
8QLIRUPZLWKKLVFHUWLÀFDWH
(continued on Page 18)

Citizen of the Year
Citation
“For dedicating hundreds
of voluntary hours to
the local community
and his involvement with
many of the community
events in the town
including the Soap
Box Derby, Christmas
Market, Fireworks
Display and Santa
Sleigh. His motivation,
energy and commitment
to fundraising has
helped ensure that
many vulnerable and
marginalised people
KDYHEHQHÀWHGµ

Saluting A Wonderful Work Ethic

2XUQRPLQDWLRQ

Richard Leahy is Chairman of
the “41 Club”, a major Billericay
service club. He is at the heart
of all 4 major events for the
Billericay community, He actively
supported events run by Rotary Club of Billericay (Soapbox
Derby), Rotary Club of Billericay
0D\ÁRZHU 6XPPHUIHVW&KULVWmas Market), Lake Meadows
Fireworks (Round Table) despite
not being a Member. He helps
plan all the events, contributes
a wealth of knowledge, has an
unmatchable work ethic, supplies
vital equipment, and is always on
site from long before the event
VWDUWVXQWLODIWHULWÀQLVKHV
 Soapbox Derby - Part of the
Management Committee, helped
plan and prepare the course and
ÀHOGIRUWZRGD\VSULRUWRWKH
HYHQWRQVLWHIURPRQWKH
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

day, delivering equipment, setting
up facilities, resolving problems
and always available to help solve
unexpected issues which arise.
 Summerfest - Member of the
Operations Team overseeing setup and take-down of the infrastructure on the day. Runs the
Car Parking all day.
 Christmas Market - Member
of the Organising Team throughout the year. Set Up throughout
the Town (Saturday). On event
Sunday, starts at 4am with preevent signage until close. AssisWDQW(YHQW0DQDJHUÀ[LQJLVVXHV
all day long until after closure.
 )LUHZRUNV7UDIÀFDQG3DUNLQJ
Manager for the Event, works on
set up and take down (Friday to
Monday) whilst driving the van,
delivering equipment, resolving
LVVXHVHWFDVWKHÀ[HUSOXV)LUH
Pump Operator, and manager

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

of Radford Way Parking, Liaison
with the Police.
In addition to all this:
 He is Group Scout Leader
running the 8th Billericay Scout
Group, weekly meeting for Cubs
plus other meetings and Camps
 +HRUJDQLVHVUXQVWKH(PPDnuel Church Fireworks Display
 He provides BBQ food at the
Chernobyl Children’s Life Line
Welcome Party and runs a camp
IRUWKHPZLWKWKH%HDYHUV&XEV
Scouts)
 $QGÀQDOO\DVLIKHZDVQ·WEXV\
HQRXJKKHLVDKDUGZRUNLQJ´À[er” at the Billericay Cricket Club.
,WLVGLIÀFXOWWRWKLQNRIDQ\ERG\
who puts more time, effort and
expertise in working for the
community of Billericay.
7KH5RWDU\&OXERI%LOOHULF
D\LVSURXGWRQRPLQDWHKLP
DV&LWL]HQRIWKH<HDU

www.billericayrotary.org
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&LWL]HQRIWKH<HDU
(continued from page 17)
“Have you heard” said Dikster.
“Heard what?” asked Peter, fearing a problem in these coronavirus times.
“I’ve won” said Dikster. “Billericay Town Council’s Chairman, Jim Devlin, has just rung
me to tell me that I am the
new Billericay Citizen of the
Year. I wanted to let you know
and thank you for nominating
me.”
“Great news,” said Peter, “It’s
totally deserved. We can’t think
of anybody who does more to
support our community, whether
it’s major events for the whole
town, or smaller help activities

for such as the scouts, church,
Chernobyl Children’s Life Line”.
How do you feel?”
“Delighted, of course. Who
would have thought that I
would have even been nominated for Billericay Citizen Of
The Year, it was a complete
surprise. Something to really
be proud of.
I know some of the other
nominees and it’s a great
honour to be chosen against
such an outstanding set of
candidates. Thanks must go to
my Sarah and Joshua - none of
this would have been possible
without them.

It was a shame we all couldn’t
be winners as we all bring
something to the town in our
own way. Billericay is a very
lucky Town.
There won’t be an award ceremony yet, because of lockdown and social distancing,
EXWWKH\·OOVHQGPHWKHFHUWLÀcate and there’ll be a ceremony once the crisis is over.”
This is not the only recognition
Dikster has received for his
service to the community, several
years ago he was also awarded
a Paul Harris Fellowship by our
daughter Club, the Rotary Club
RI%LOOHULFD\0D\ÁRZHU

&URZGIXQGLQJ2SSRUWXQLW\.QRFNV"

W

HZHUHÀUVW
introduced to
Crowdfunding
and this charitable solution
run by Global Giving, at a
Webinar organised by DG(OHFW.HLWK%URZQOLHD:HELQDU

which was entitled “Potential
Funding Opportunities for your
Project – the power of online
Crowdfunding”.
There were presentations by
*OREDO*LYLQJ8.·V-DVPLQH
Adams jadams@globalgiving.

org*OREDO*LYLQJ8.·V5RWDU\
Public Image Coordinator Garth
Arnold gartharnold@btinterent.
com and by two Rotarians using
this mechanism - Danny Lovey
(Basildon Concord) and Steve
Gale (Thorpe Bay).
Rotary has agreed a special start
up initiative with GlobalGiving,
the largest global Crowdfunding
FRPPXQLW\IRUQRQSURÀWRUganisations. This is a registered
charity who have already helped
WRUDLVHPRUHWKDQPIURP
GRQRUVIRU
projects across170 Countries. To
date it has raised over £60,000
through nearly 1000 donations
for the Rotary projects.
As Rotary and Global Giving put
it, they are working together to
(continued on Page 19)
engage
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&URZGIXQGLQJ2SSRUWXQLW\.QRFNV"
(continued from Page 18)
Rotary Clubs in crowdfunding
for community projects in the
8.DQGEH\RQG:LWK*OREDO*LYing’s platform, knowledge and expertise, Rotary Clubs will be able
to build awareness and funds for
their important work. Through
a series of training courses on
online fundraising and communications, and a curated crowdfunding campaign, the Clubs will
be able to build on their learning,
expand their donor network and
continue to do vital work in their
communities for the longer term

Collect Gift Aid
Rotary can use their existing
IDFLOLWLHVDWDUHGXFHGFRVWRI
which is deducted from dona-

https://www.globalgiving.org/projects/build-classrooms-for-zvamaida-school-zimbabwe
Crowdfunding this way could
become a valuable way for us to
access new donors of whom we
are not presently aware.
It might also be a mechanism for
raising money to continue our
Ciamanda project in the interim
while access to funding by our
“twinned” Clubs or the District
Grant, is not available.
We can register our Club at any
time and need to do this only
once. The Rotary Great Britain
& Ireland link through to the
GlobalGiving site to do this is:
https://www.globalgiving.org/accelerDWRU"UI VSUHIBXNBURWDU\JEL

GlobalGiving Platform

tions received, so there are no
additional costs to Clubs or
projects to use their service.
GlobalGiving will also collect any
Gift Aid on behalf of the project.

The next deadline for registration is July 31, 2020. Following
an optional one-week training
curriculum, the Club would be
entered into an Accelerator
campaign where ZHZRXOG
QHHGWRUDLVHDWOHDVW
WRWDOIURPDPLQLPXPRI

GLIIHUHQWGRQRUVLQRUGHUWR
JUDGXDWHDQGVHFXUHDSHU
PDQHQWIXQGUDLVLQJVSRWRQ
WKH*OREDO*LYLQJSODWIRUP

Next Steps:
1. Investigate feasibility
2. Complete Registration
3. Solicit funds from 40+ donors to reach the accelerator
VWDUWLQJWDUJHWRI
Global Giving will support us to
reach out to our own networks
and tell our story in new and
compelling ways. Donors can
give in USD, GBP, EUR, and other
currencies, helping us to reach
VXSSRUWHUVLQWKH86WKH8.
and beyond. It will also provide
matching incentives for donors,
and bonus prizes for the most
successful participants.
This is the link to the dedicated
section on the Rotary Great
Britain & Ireland Website:
https://www.rotarygbi.org/projects/global-giving/
Rotary has its own landing page
for GlobalGiving projects:
https://www.globalgiving.org/
rotary/

Crowdfunding is a way to go
beyond our usual sources of
funds and receive donations
from individuals and Corporates
Worldwide.
Danny Lovey (Basildon Concord
Rotary Club) is using Global Giving for his African Schools project. His project can be found at:
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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=220,1*,1²7KH2QO\:D\,V5RWDU\
Every Member Present - 100% Attendance

Face-To-Face
And Still
Service Above
Self

W

e are all beginning
to crack Zoom; to
embrace it; perhaps
adding a little colour and fun
to our Coronavirus Lockdown.
Now we can still see, and be
seen. We video-conference and
conduct our club business and
meetings and overcome our
inability to meet physically, yet
still meet face-to-face. 95% of
us have regularly participated
in club meetings over Zoom.
On May 11 and May 18 we
hit a milestone - 100 percent
attendance. Every Member
of the Club joined the on-line
meeting. A Tremendous effort.
We have reported on how our

Page 20

District, and Rotary in Great
Britain and Ireland, and Internationally, continue to work in this
Covid-19 world yet still practise
our overall mission of Service
above Self. We featured this in
the April Newsletter.

Peter Greene
describes how we
are embracing this
marvel of contact

LFD\%LOOHULFD\0D\ÁRZHU%LOOHULFay Town and Ingatestone all took
SDUWLQWKHÀUVWPHHWLQJ
Discussions centred on how
each Club was coping in lockdown, and was a useful forum for
sharing information on this and
other activities. such as providing
reminders of upcoming dates and
meetings, feedback from recent
meetings, Training reminders,etc.

Even more is happening. I have
represented the Club in a number of Zoom meetings:

Area 4 Communication
Meetings:
Meeting our new Assistant
Governor Jenny Wells. She has
replaced Dave Eagles, a frequent
lunch guest and supporter for
several years. Covid-19 denied
us the chance to meet them
together at the Club.
Brentwood, Brentwood Breakfast, Brentwood a Becket, Biller-

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

There were more sessions on
0D\DQG0D\

Pre-PETS meeting
&KDLUHGE\.HLWK%URZQOLH'*
Elect, a short meeting at which
47 President-Elects and District
2IÀFHUVDWWHQGHG$QRSSRUWXnity for us all to try using Zoom.
It provided useful lessons on
(continued on Page 21
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=220,1*,1²7KH2QO\:D\,V5RWDU\
(continued from page 20)
how to run such a large meeting (e.g. mute the microphone if
not talking) and enabled a useful
exchange of views.

Rotary Clubs involved in the
double triangular reunions
take part in a “GoToMeeting”
video-conference. We were
represented by Malcolm,
President Ben, Les, Patrick, and
myself. Each Club had emailed in
a brief presentation on what they
have been doing while “Suffering
the Lockdown” and these were
shared at the meeting.
their microphones. Interruptions
were thus avoided.
The Webinar was entitled “Potential Funding Opportunities
for your Project – the power of
online Crowdfunding”.

Agenda for the “real” PETS was
spelt out – a plenary session for
.HLWKWRSUHVHQWKLVDJHQGDIRU
the year, separate area sessions
DQGDÀQDOSOHQDU\VHVVLRQ

Rotary District (1150) of
Southern Wales - Area 3
Communication Meeting:
2XU.HQ6PLWKIRXQGVRPH
useful training material for Zoom
on-line, which had been provided
E\'LVWULFW,WKDGEHHQ
using Zoom for over three years.

I joined their latest Area Communication meeting, on May 8 to
see how they handled things and
see what I could learn. I’ve been
LQYLWHGEDFNRQ-XQHZKHQWKH\
will be addressed by Rotary GBI
Chair Donna Wallbank.

Double Triangular Web
Meeting
Monday, April 20 saw over
20 participants from all six
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

It was decided that :
 The twinning visit to
.DUOVKDPQLQZRXOGEH
postponed by one year to September 2021. Rotary Club of
.DUOVKDPQZLOOVHQGRXWLQYLWDtions in due course.
 Gualberto Ranieri of RC
Ovada del Centario proposed
a regular web meeting be organized amongst the “Twinned”
Clubs to maintain contact.
 External speakers would be
invited to talk to us, an International audience, perhaps enabling
us to attract a higher quality of
speaker.
 5&.DUOVKDPQ /DUV WRPDQage the invitations and initiate
WKLVÀUVWUHJXODULQWHUQDWLRQDO
web meeting.

Crowdfunding Webinar
(See full report on Page 18-19)
This Webinar over Zoom differs
from a “normal” Zoom meeting
where everybody is in view and
has equal rights. In a Webinar,
the principle speakers had overall
control and participants who had
questions indicated by “raising a
hand” virtually, and the speaker
“called on” the participants who
had questions and UNmuted

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

Presentations were by GlobDO*LYLQJ8.·V-DVPLQH$GDPV
jadams@globalgiving.org, and
*OREDO*LYLQJ8.·V5RWDU\3XEOLF
Image Coordinator Garth Arnold
gartharnold@btinterent.com ,
and contributions from Danny
Lovey (Basildon Concord Rotary) is using Global Giving for his
African Schools project.
Over 60 people took part. The
session ended with a Q & A
where participants could register questions and the speakers
responded via the chat facility, or
by speaking to all participants.

District Forum
)XOO5HSRUW1H[W0RQWK
This is the regular All-District
event, but it was held using
Zoom on May 21 as a Webinar in
the same way as the Crowdfunding event above. 119 Rotarians
from 41 clubs registered and 110
participated. A minor IT glitch
prevented a few joining but this
has been resolved. Interesting
Factoid - meeting completed
LQPLQXWHVFRPSDUHGWR
hours usually.
An interesting but successful
innovation!!
www.billericayrotary.org
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5RWDU\%XVLQHVV1RWDV\RXNQRZLW
5RWDU\*%,
$QQXDO%XVLQHVV
0HHWLQJ

Watching Easier Than
Taking Part

I

n response to Covid-19, and
help protect the health of all
Members, this year’s Rotary
International Great Britain and
Ireland Business Meeting was
held on May 3 as an online
Zoom meeting. However, Club
representatives were given the
option to either be online live
or view a recording for 14 days.
Email questions could be sent in
WKHÀUVWVHYHQGD\VDQGYRWLQJ
was open for seven further days.

Later Review
The majority of the meeting was
the Treasurer’s report on last
year’s accounts and this year’s
budget. The key message is that
we knew where we were until
the virus hit, but now we’ll need
to review the position once
everything all settles down to
‘normal’. The proposed annual
VXEVFULSWLRQIRULV 
per Member (up £2), then to £70
and £73 over the next two years.
+RZHYHUWKHVHODWWHUWZRÀJXUHV
will be subject to review next
year as noted above.

7KHRWKHUVLJQLÀFDQW
element was the various
resolutions on changes
to the Constitution and
Bye-laws of RIBI. These
were all of a technical
nature, either changes needed to replace
the role of RIBI President with
Chairman of RIBI (as agreed at
last year’s ABM) or changes to
bring us up to date by allowing
electronic meeting and voting. All
resolutions were positively received, with just a few questions
RIFODULÀFDWLRQEHLQJDVNHG
I cast the Club’s vote in favour of
all the proposals and resolutions.
Should any Member want to see
details of these they are available
on the RIBI website.

%\9LFH3UHVLGHQW/HV6KHSSDUG

I opted for the ‘view later’ option
and watched it in spare time
over a couple of evenings. A
EHQHÀWRIWKLVLVWKDW,ZDVDEOH
WRZDWFKLWDWWLPHVQRUPDO
speed and still easily follow the
speakers, so the two and a quarter hours meeting only took up
an hour and a half of my time.

$0DVN$'D\.HHSV7KH9LUXV$W%D\

.

athy Herlock (President-Elect of The Rotary
Club of Billericay Town)
informed us and other Rotary
Clubs that her Club has a fundraising venture to manufacture
Covid-19 Face Coverings
These reusable coverings are
designed with a pocket to add a
ÀOWHULI\RXZLVKWR:+2VD\
you can add a fresh paper towel
RUXVHDFRIIHHÀOWHUEHWZHHQWKH
mask layers each time that you
ZHDUDPDVNIRUDGGHGÀOWUDWLRQ
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.DWK\UHSRUWVZKHQVKHWROG
other Rotary Clubs in the Area
about the venture, “I wanted a
design which featured the Rotary
Roundel, Rotary and our Billericay clubs, and consulted with the
District Public Image Chairman
WRÀQDOLVHWKHGHVLJQ,WKHQ
found a local company willing to
incorporate this design and print
cloth with the design included.”
The material was ordered only a
couple of weeks ago but has alUHDG\EHHQUHFHLYHGDQGWKHÀUVW

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
/Bill i R t

orders have arrived and already
been delivered.
Rotary Club of Billericay has
responded to this fundraising
venture by ordering 20 of the
Face Coverings.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t

W

5RWDU\5HVSRQGLQJ7R3OHDV)RU+HOS

hile we in the UK are beginning to face down the Coronavirus threat, others
less fortunate than us are experiencing humanitarian problems. Here we
highlight areas of concern where we have received thanks for our donations.
who have generously donated.
local community to fund our
ShelterBox
Cyclone Amphan, the biggest
storm to hit the area in over 20
years, devastated poorer parts
of India and Bangladesh. Families
face the threat of Coronavirus
and the cyclone, Lives lost, and
millions homeless. Many in evacuation centres, social distancing
and handwashing impossible.

:HDW.LGV2XWDSSUHFLDWHWKH
VXSSRUWRI8.5RWDU\&OXEVµ
(We will take disadvantaged children from Thriftwood School to
farm parks, animal centres again
if Covid allows later this year, and
have budgeted £800 in 2021,

Little Havens Hospice

“Global travel restrictions hinder us but we’re on red alert and
ready to support those in need.
Our strong relationships with
Rotary groups and local partners,
with our knowledge of Bangladesh, means we are in the best
possible position to help. Also,
with ongoing Rotary support, we
can help limit the spread of coronavirus around the world.”

Kids Out

“Thank you so much for your
kind donation of £400 especially
at this moment in time. I just
wanted you to know Rotary
of Billericay has a lifetime giving amounting to an incredible
 Your ongoing support
is very much appreciated.”

St. Luke’s Hospice
Please pass on our sincere
thanks for your kind gift of £400.
Your support is truly appreciated.
We rely on support from the

“Many thanks to all those Clubs

services across Basildon, Thurrock and the surrounding areas.
Thanks to the generosity of
people like you, we can continue
to provide outstanding end of
life care and endeavour to make
every day special for the local
people and families we support.”

Barrow Farm RDA
“Thank you for your very kind
donation to Barrow Farm to
help us through this horrendous
national emergency. Our income
is much less than our expenditure at present and support from
local clubs like yours is incredibly
important to us.
The staff continue to look after
our ponies and are keeping them
ÀWDQGKHDOWK\VRZHDUHUHDG\
to start work again as soon as
we can!”

2XU&OXE2XU7HDPIRU7KH<HDU$KHDG

W

hat a special AGM on
May 18 – all 19 Club
Members zooming in.
Full agreement on all matters!
A new team is in place for the
crucial year 2020-21 ready for
the post-virus challenge:
 President: Peter Greene
 Vice-President and President
(OHFW  /HV6KHSSDUG
 Secretary: Les Sheppard.
 Treasurer: Michael Ginn.
 Assistant Treasurer: Norman
Wilson (agreed).
 Assistant Secretary: Norman
Bishop (elected at the SGM.)
 Honorary Members: The Lord
Petre, Tom Acors and John Bader.
 Club Council is Chairmen of
Service Committees who are not
H[RIÀFLRDQG(G+DUULVRQDQG
5RJHU.HWWOH3UHVLGHQW²3HWHU

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
www
twitter com/BillericyRotary

Greene. IPP Ben Clarke.Vice
President and Secretary– Les
Sheppard. Treasurer – Michael
Ginn. Foundation and International - Malcolm Acors. PR and
Communications - Trevor Bond,
IT - Peter Greene, Club Protection - Patrick Rothon.Youth Service - Mike Sinclair, Membership
Peter Strong, Community Service
DQG9RFDWLRQDO.HLWK:RRG
 Voting delegates to District –
President and Secretary (agreed);
Deputies to District delegates
– Vice President and Treasurer
(agreed); Examiners: Bill Rothon
DQG.HLWK:RRG DJUHHG 
Minutes of the 2019 meeting
DJUHHGDQGVLJQHG2IÀFHUVDQG
Committee chairmen reports
added to the Club website (circulated to Members beforehand.)

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
www facebook com/BillericayRotary

Updates: 3HWHU6WURQJ has
heard nothing more from
Churchill, but will make contact
when the lockdown is over.
PR 7UHYRU%RQG reported work
ongoing on a bumper newsletter
issue for May.
IT Peter Greene reported he is
updating the website.

The 100 Club Draw took place during the meeting; the winners were:
Tom Acors £100,Trevor Bond
£75, Ed Harrison £50 and David
Watkins £25
www.billericayrotary.org
www
billericayrotary org
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6HHLQJ,V%HOLHYLQJ$5RRP
:LWK$9LHZ

$QG&ORVLQJ
:LWK$*LJJOH
%RRP%RRP

M

any Rotary Members
have children working in
the front line of Coronavirus. Peter and Christabel
Strong are two parents whose
daughter Emily has sent this
incredible photograph from her
dentistry base at the Royal London Hospital in Whitechapel.
As proud father Peter says:
“Emily is not a nurse but a dental surgeon currently working
for Barts NHS Health Trust in
the Maxilo-Facial Department at
the Royal London Hospital. At
the time she took this photograph, she was helping to set up
a new ITU facility so that the
hospital could return to “normal” as well as doing some staff
testing until her department
was taking patients again.
“The current ITU is being used
solely for Covid patients.

Frustration
Emily is not an Intensive Care
Nurse – those in the front line
and saving lives – and she is
frustrated that the maxillo-facial team are currently largely
unemployed. “
Emily took these photographs
from a high hospital viewpoint
– the view across the Capital
and the air ambulance leaving
from the hospital’s helipad. “It
was such a wonderful view that
I wanted to record it for myself
and the patients,” she said.
Emily graduated as Dr Emily
6WURQJIURP.LQJV&ROOHJHRI
Dentistry in 2018 with a First
Class second degree. On completion she was nominated for
the British Dental Association’s
gold medal. Failed to get it
despite taking additional exams.
More frustration.

 ´6WD\DOHUWFRQWUROWKHYL
UXVVDYHOLYHVµ is an anagram
of:
“Easily survives travel
North to Castle”
 Church Sign: Adultery is a sin.
“You can’t have your Kate
and Edith too.”
 My friend’s dog was taught to
play the piano, badly. His Bach
was worse than his bite.
 Police arrested two kids
yesterday, one was drinking
battery acid, and the other
ZDVHDWLQJÀUHZRUNV
They charged one and let
the other one off
 Phone answering machine
message: “If you want to buy
marijuana, press the hash
key.”

$ELGH:LWK8V

 Don’t wear polka-dot underwear under white shorts.
 Growing old is mandatory;
growing up is optional.
 When you fall down, you
wonder what else you can do
while you’re down there.
 You’re getting old when you
get the same sensation from
a rocking chair that you once
got from a roller coaster.
 Frustrating when you know all
the answers but nobody bothers to ask you the questions.
 Time may be a great healer,
but it’s a lousy beautician.
 Wisdom comes with age, but
sometimes age comes alone

No Birthdays in June!

)XWXUH0HHWLQJVDQG(YHQWV
$OOPHHWLQJVWREHFRQGXFWHGE\=RRP9LGHRFRQIHUHQFLQJWR be reviewed at end June 2020 and a
further announcement made on our website.
2XU9LGHRPHHWLQJVDUHRQ0RQGD\VDW

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

www.billericayrotary.org
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