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Supports Rotary Foundation
District Award for our 100% Club -

see inside: ORBIS, Crowdfunding and much more

T

President’s Message
Lift-off for our Kenya Water Project

hank you once again
for sending over your
club’s newsletter. You
pack so much into it! I do
enjoy reading it and you are
certainly busy. Please pass on
my good wishes to everyone at
Billericay Rotary.
So said PDG Pauline Dean after
receiving our last Newsletter,
echoing her comments when
she joined us at our “Quiz
Challenge” at the end of
October. It was then that she
praised our activities and the way
we continue to thrive despite
the pandemic. Pauline even took
part (with husband PDG Terry
Dean) in our quiz!
It’s great to see that our efforts
as a club are recognised.

Global GIVING!
I want to look forward this
month to December, not only
for the Christmas celebrations,
but also because this is crunch
time for our Crowdfunding
efforts. We have the month of
December, despite the Christmas
and New Year’s Eve holidays,
to raise $5,000 from at least
40 different donors. This is a
tremendous challenge, but one
I am certain we can achieve,
provided we all pull together.
I know we are asking a lot,
especially after supporting the
Fun Quiz Challenge so admirably,
and my blind walk for ORBIS so
recently, but if we are to get the
funding we need for our Kenya
water project for all the schools,
then we must get there.
Les described how we need to
hit this target, and explained
how we could maximise what
we get from the GlobalGiving
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Blind Obedience

Prize Fund, by asking you each to
get at least two more recurring
monthly donors, and also to get
as many of your friends, relatives
and acquaintances to make a
donation on December 9.
Every recurring payment during
the week of December 14 - 18
receives double the amount paid
ÀUVWPRQWKRQO\ DVDERQXV
from GlobalGiving. Global
Giving offers prizes for those
projects who get the maximum
number of donors both on the
Bonus Day and overall, so we
also want to try to get one of
these prizes.

Another Proud Month
Staying with our Kenya Water
Wells project, proposals at
District Forum to give us an
additional £2000 had to be
withdrawn, but £500 has been
approved by DG Keith Brownlie.
As is customary, our President
(thanks guys!) has done a
blindfold walk to raise money
for ORBIS, the sight charity,
I completed this in early
November raising another over

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

In This Issue
2
2
3
3
4,5,8
6
7
8
9-10
10
11-13
13
14
14
15
15
16
16
16

President’s Message
Contents
Foundation 100% Club
Look on the Bright Side
ORBIS Blindfold Walk
Crowdfunding
Buttsbury Charity Days
A Ticket to Ride
Remembrance Day
Covid Masks
Speakers’ Corner
District Forum
Basildon 60th Charter
Christmas Carols
Membership Report
A Brave Story
100 Club
Worth a Giggle?
No Physical Meetings

£450 in sponsorship and Gift Aid.
Well done everybody.
Great to see Buttsbury Primary
school, the location of one of
our RotaKids clubs, used its
imagination and innovation to
raise money for charity - raising
over £9,000! WHAT AN
ACHIEVEMENT! (see page 7)
Finally, seven of us and two
wives attended the Rotary Club
of Basildon’s 60th Anniversary
Charter night on November
20, where I proposed the Toast.
So great to see Basildon reach
this milestone and continue to
achieve so much, and delighted
to see representatives of all but
one of our “Double Triangular”
clubs there too!
Enjoy December, especially enjoy
Christmas, and have a Happy
New Year. Take advantage of
the “Virtual Carol Service” and
Helen Sheppard’s Christmas
(amongst other designs) Covid
Masks - see pages 14 and 10.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Rotary Foundation - Every Member Every Year

O

Klumph proposed setting up an
endowment “for the purpose
of doing good in the world.” .
That one idea led to the Rotary
Foundation, transforming millions
of lives around the globe.

ur Page One says it all –
a proud moment in the
over 60 years history of
our club.
Immediate Past President Ben
Clarke holds a banner which
celebrates an achievement in
which every club member has
played a part. Each year we have
contribution to Foundation, but
2019-20 was something special.

100% Giving Club
Our club meeting on October 26
was graced by two of our PDGs,
whom we are always delighted to
see - Terry and Pauline Dean.
This was appropriate as we
dedicated it to raising money
for Foundation’s End Polio Now
through our quiz. We made
over £1000 in direct fees, worth
over £3800 to End Polio Now.

Only 8% of all Rotary Foundation
receipts are spent on operating
expenses. Not only that, but for
the eleventh consecutive year,
Charity Navigator has awarded
Foundation the highest rating
IRULWVVWURQJÀQDQFLDOKHDOWK
accountability and transparency.

Pauline, 2019-2020 DG, gave us
the great news. She announced
that we were the only club
in our District where every
member had donated at least
$100 to Foundation that year.
One of only 4,000 clubs world
wide to achieve this. She
“virtually”presented the club
ZLWKDÀQHEDQQHUUHFRJQL]LQJ
our membership of the “100%
Foundation Giving Club”.

All contributions to the
Foundation are invested for
three years, the investment
earnings of which go toward
Foundation operating expenses.

(The banner subsequently
arrived at IPP Ben Clarke’s house
for the statutory photograph).

For The Record
For over a decade now, members
of the Rotary Club of Billericay

I

have added over $100 to their
yearly subscriptions to support
Rotary Foundation. During that
extensive period, in every year,
every member has been a sustaining member of Rotary FounGDWLRQ7KLVLVDWHUULÀFUHFRUG

The original donation is split
50/50 between our District
Designated Fund and the World
Fund, used to match grants
where they are most needed.

History
In 1917 Rotary president Arch

Where does the money go?
Since it was founded more than
100 years ago, Foundation has
spent more than $4 billion on
life-changing, sustainable projects.
$86,677,399 in funding to 1,306
grants during 2018.
• PolioPlus. Since 1988, Rotary
and its partners have immunized
more than 2.5 billion children
against polio and spent over $2
billion on global polio eradication
• Rotary Peace Centres.
Foundation trains peace fellows
at six Rotary Peace Centres.
Since 2002-03, 1,284 fellows
have graduated from the Peace
Centres, working in more than
116 countries.
• District grants. District
grants support small-scale, shortterm projects related to the
Foundation’s mission. In 2018-19,
the Foundation approved 494
district grants, and programme
awards totalled $26.3 million.
• Global grants. Global grants
fund large-scale international
activities with sustainable,
measurable results that support
Rotary’s six areas of focus.
In 2018-19, the Foundation
approved 1,403 global grants,
and programme awards totalled
$86.6 million.

Always Look On The Bright Side ...

t is great news that following
his heart operation in late
October, Keith Wood is
continuing his rapid recovery.
We were delighted when he was

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

able to join us at our November
9 meeting on Zoom, participating
in his usual positive manner. As
Keith says, the body may be
weaker but the mind continues

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

to work unabated, and he is
feeling much better.
He continues to attend our club
meetings and we wish him a
continuing speedy recovery.

www.billericayrotary.org

Page 3

SUPPORTING ORBIS IN A COVID YEAR

A Family Affair

Whose idea was it to trust me with the baby?
HELP! Where are my guides?

Blindfold courtesy of the World’s Favourite Airline

A well-earned rest
Page 4
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Finished at last!
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SUPPORTING ORBIS IN A COVID YEAR
being crossing roads and
DYRLGLQJWUDIÀFZLWKP\
IDWHÀUPO\LQWKHKDQGVRI
my guides, but securely
and safely led around the
obstacles and avoiding
bumping into people.

A Family Affair
As I Take A
Blind Walk In
The Park
By President Peter

E

very year since 2013, the
Rotary Club of Billericay
has supported ORBIS
with a “Blindfold” walk by our
president. This year it was my
turn. But it wasn’t a normal
year. Thanks to everyone who
sponsored me, we raised £365
plus £88.75 Gift Aid,Total
£453.75.

When and where?
With Covid rampant, how could
we do the traditional walk in
safety and within Government
regulations. Not on the High
Street, our traditional route,
because of the risk of exposure
to passers-by and of infection.
Who would guide our walker
if more than one household in
contact was not allowed, and
numbers were limited to a
maximum of six outside?
Solution – Our daughter and
family were still stranded in the
UK, unable to get back to China
and living with us. That solved
the household problem! But, if
not in the High Street, where?
Why not Billericay’s Lake
Meadows park? Two circuits
guided by son-in-law Richard.
Decided. Then more complications as England was to go into
“lockdown” on November 5. It
had to be before then. Could
we do it? To misquote Bob the
Builder: Yes we could!
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

Complete trust
Wednesday November 4. Blue
skies, no rain and bright sunshine.
Still a tad cold, but an excuse for
some healthy exercise.
At approximately 1 pm, as a
family we assembled at the gates
of Lake Meadows. On with the
EOLQGIROGDQGRIIIRUWKHÀUVW
circuit round the Lake, aided by
daughter Helen and then son-inlaw Richard, at times steadied by
baby Barnaby in his pushchair.
What a strange sensation, I had
become accustomed to the
previous route, and when doing
it myself the principal problem

This year was so different. No roads to cross.
1RWUDIÀF%XWWKHSDUN
was full of people taking
advantage of the weather to
get in their last exercise before
lock-down. The issues this time
were the unfamiliar ground and
the numbers of people out and
about.
I couldn’t see a thing. I could
hear people all around and it
was so strange not knowing how
close they were and if they were
moving away, or towards me avoidance action needed!

No Swimming!
I began to appreciate more and
PRUHZKDWKRZGLIÀFXOWLWPXVW
be for those with reduced sight
(continued on Page 8)

What You Should Know About ORBIS
• Orbis operates a Flying Eye Hospital on board a McDonnell
Douglas MD10, a state-of-the-art teaching facility complete
with operating room, classroom and recovery room - this
amazing aircraft has been a beacon of hope since 1982.
• ,QWKHÀJKWDJDLQVWDYRLGDEOHEOLQGQHVVHYHU\PLQXWHPDWWHUV
The longer someone waits to be treated, the higher their chance
RIEHFRPLQJSHUPDQHQWO\EOLQG7KH)O\LQJ(\H+RVSLWDOÁLHVWKH
Orbis team of elite eye care specialists to developing countries
where they share skills and techniques with local medical teams.
• Orbis long-term country programmes involve a wide range
of activities that all work together to provide a comprehensive
approach to eye care. It works with local hospitals to train
doctors, nurses and biomedical engineers; establishing successful
eye care units to treat a wide range of conditions.
• Its online telemedicine platform Cybersight is a digital
extension of its mission, enabling local medical professionals
from around the world to receive follow-up training, to access
an online library of medical materials and to stay up-todate with developments within the eye health sector. With
Cybersight, Orbis makes an impact in places where a physical
presence simply isn’t possible due to cost, logistics or security.
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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CROWDFUNDING – IT’S NOT JUST A GAME!
Foot On The
Accelerator
And Playing
For Prizes

M

any people think that
Crowdfunding is simply
a matter of creating
a webpage with a ‘Donate’
button and then sitting back
and waiting for the money to
come in. However, in reality,
Crowdfunding success
is down to how well
you relay the message
to people likely to
support your project.
This is where members
can make a major
contribution.

Overall Prizes
• Most Funds Raised ($3,000,
$1,500 & $500)
• Most Individual Donors
($2,000, $1,000 & $500)
• Most Recurring Donors
($1,000, $500 & $250)
• Monthly Donor Drive bonus
(December 14-18)
• Bonus for all (2 x monthly
donation for each donor making

The rules
We have signed up
to the GlobalGiving
crowdfunding platform.
Each quarter they run an
‘Accelerator’ campaign
for charities new to
crowdfunding. Those who raise
$5,000 (about £3,800) from
at least 40 different donors
‘graduate’ from the Accelerator
as a GlobalGiving Partner and
can create future crowdfunding
projects at any time.
To help projects raise funds,
GlobalGiving offer various prizes
during the Accelerator. These are:

Bonus Day Prizes
(December 9)
• Bonus for all (Your Donations
/ Total Donations x $20,000) –
about 8% in past Accelerators
• Largest donation total
($1,000)
• Most individual donors
($1,000)
Page 6

four regular monthly donations)
It’s a bit like a game – all the
projects are competing, hoping
to win the prizes, but at the
same time ensure they reach the
goal of $5,000 from 40 donors.

Reaching The Goal
At our Nov 16 meeting,
Steve Gale ran through the
crowdfunding rules and Les
outlined our tactics, which aim
to ensure we can
reach the goal
and possibly pick
up some of the
above prizes too!

a. Consider making a donation
of two months of meal savings,
if possible as an £80 donation
from the member on Bonus Day
and four monthly payments of £5
from their spouse, starting during
the Monthly Donor Drive.
b. Contact family and friends to
identify:
• Two people prepared to
sign up during the Monthly
Donor Drive, to
give £5 per month
for four months
• At least ten
people prepared to
make a £10 one-off
donation on Bonus
Day (or 20 @ £5)
Based on the results
achieved at the last
time round, if we had
achieved the above
in the September
Accelerator we would
have won the prizes for
the most individual
donors on Bonus Day, most
individual donors overall and
most recurring donors – a
total of $4,000!
Members, friends and family
aren’t the only people we’ll be
targeting for donations, but more
on that next month.
Remember the Ciamanda School
Motto:-

Together We Succeed

Members were
asked to:

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
www twitter com/BillericyRotary
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Buttsbury Charity Days
Mellow Yellow – How We Raised Over £9200
In Another Charity Challenge
Anne Robinson, Head
Teacher at Buttsbury
Junior School where our
second RotaKids Club
is running, tells Youth
Chairman, Mike Sinclair
all about the school’s
involvement with annual
Healthy Schools Week.

It began on October 19. This
year the children were learning
how to create and maintain a
healthy and active lifestyle.

within 10 minutes. There were
some very rosy cheeks come
the end of each classes’ ten
minutes which was a testament
to how much effort they put into
completing the event.”

“As teachers, we were
particularly impressed with the

“This was widely supported
across the school with a range
of different interpretations to
the relaxed uniform rules. This
included wearing yellow boots,
yellow umbrellas, yellow jewellery, yellow hair accessories and
we even had a couple of very
yellow bananas. “
“As always, we would like to
thank the very kind generosity
of our children’s friends and
family for helping us to raise
money to support these good
causes.”

Rosy Cheeks
“All children participated in
a sponsored run where they
were challenged to complete
as many laps as they could
www
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
twitter com/BillericyRotary

A Lovely Bunch of
Bananas
“Our second event was
#HelloYellow day where
children and staff could make
a donation to wear something
yellow to school.”

They took part in a range of
activities that contributed to
improving their own health
and wellbeing but they also
considered the great work
that some charities do to
support this too.
“To raise awareness and
support two of these
charities, Cancer Research UK
and Young Minds, we held two
fundraising events. With the
RotaKids taking a leading role,
we organised a sponsored
running event to raise valuable
funds for Cancer Research
UK.”

support and encouragement
that children gave their peers
to challenge each other and
complete as many laps as
possible.”

Total raised £8984.50 from
the sponsored run and
£233 from #HelloYellow.
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
www facebook com/BillericayRotary
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Members Musings With A Difference!
weekend stay.
´,KDGFRPHWR0RRUÀHOGV
Eye Hospital in 1969 to start
a course in orthoptics. A hardup student and rarely any
opportunity to escape from
London.

A Ticket To Ride
That Changed
My Life

B

ILL-ER-RICK-AYE
Thereby hangs a
tale - if not exactly
from a member but from
one of our members’
wives ... Christabel Strong
recalls here how she
learned to love Rotary.
“At Liverpool Street station
WKHWLFNHWRIÀFHPDQORRNHG
dumbfounded in May 1971
when I asked for a weekend
return ticket, until a helpful
colleague suggested I might
mean “Billericay”. How little did
I know then that the invitation
from the Rotary Club of
Billericay to overseas students
might turn into more than a

“Back in the Cape where I hailed
from in South Africa, I was told
that in England, I should join
the Victoria League. This was,
and still is, a Commonwealth
Friendship charity for students in
Britain as a “Thank You” for the
hospitality the British forces had
received during World War 11.

just come back from Canada. It
was soon after that when we
students attended a scrumptious
dinner/BBQ party at Rotarian
Lesley Kersey’s home*
“All of us were taken by Rotarians to Cambridge on the Sunday and shown around by Brian
Hughes. What happened then
dictated my life and my future life
in BILL-LER-RICK-AYE!

Bush Telegraph
Meeting Princess
Margaret
“Little did I know that doors
would open up for me like
meeting Princess Margaret,
garden parties, openings and
events and weekends away.”
“In 1971. the Billericay Rotary
Club chose the Victoria
League as their contact for the
International Students’ Weekend.
I was hosted by Rotarian John
and Peggy Strong in Norsey
Road (Yes, you have spotted the
family connection already!)
“Peter, their elder son and a
QHZO\TXDOLÀHGDUFKLWHFWKDG

“Peggy Strong’s friend Joan
McIver was a sister of Ian
Smith, the Rhodesian prime
minister (Famous independence
showdown with Harold Wilson
on the Tiger and all that) and
with whom Peter had stayed.
Joan was convinced I was the
niece of her Rhodesian mother’s
GP. Those days the African postal
V\VWHPZDVHIÀFLHQWDQGZHQW
into immediate action. Bush
telegraph!
“The family invited me back to
be told of the coincidence. As
they say, the rest is history!”
* Lesley was pharmacist and
proprietor of Nix chemists (now
Lloyds Pharmacy) in the High Street.

SUPPORTING ORBIS (continued)
(continued from Page 5)
and how much they have to trust
their guides, human or canine.
Just over one kilometre round
the lake, then over to the
swimming pool. Not for a swim!
Page 8
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For a circuit round that area of
the park to make a total of well
over a mile. Overall, just under
50 minutes or so without sight,
but, as I have said, an incredible

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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insight into what it must be like
to live without sight. If ORBIS
can remedy this condition for its
patients, I can “see” what a great
job it does.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t
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Remembrance Day 2020
2019

2020

Changing Times - A Silent Reminder of Our Respects

E

Memorial. Last year thousands
of spectators and participants
watched as over a hundred
wreaths and crosses were laid
at the memorial. This year only
twenty wreaths - and ours!

xpectations dashed. Plans
rewritten. Remembrance
(almost) thwarted!

Last year, bright blue skies and
sunshine on Remembrance
Sunday, far removed from the
wet, cold and mud of World War
1 trenches. In a moving tribute to
the fallen at the War Memorial in
the High Street, Remembrance
Day was celebrated by club
members among the enormous
crowd including Air Force and
Army cadets, British Legion,
Scouts, Guides, Cubs, Brownies
and other local organisations.
Same again was planned for 2020
but then Covid-19 struck. To
comply with tiered restrictions,
after consultation between the
Billericay Town Council, the
Billericay branch of the Royal
British Legion, Revd Paul Carr
and Basildon Borough Council, a
short Act of Remembrance was
agreed at the War Memorial with
an invited ‘group of six’.
This was to follow an Act of
Remembrance at Billericay
churches. So we made plans to
lay our wreath after 11.30 when

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
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the war memorial service should
KDYHEHHQÀQLVKHG

Lockdown Limitations
All change again with the
announcement that all England
had to go into Lockdown
on November 5, and all
Remembrance ceremonies
were banned. We should stand
instead on our doorsteps for the
customary two minutes silence.

President Peter did have the
company of Immediate Past
President Ben Clarke and
immediate Past Secretary Ed
Harrison who coincidentally
had both chosen to pay their
personal respects at that time.
Otherwise, empty streets, odd
passing motorist and Sunday
shoppers. Such a contrast!

There ... Again
For the third year running, the
:DU0HPRULDOZDVÁDQNHGE\
two Tommies called “There but
not There”, one of which had
been fully funded by our club
in the memory of the late club
SUHVLGHQW7UHYRU6WDQVÀHOGDOVR
(continued on Page 10)

Then new rules allowed individuals to lay wreaths and President
Peter made his solitary way
to the High Street to the War
www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t
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Remembrance Day 2020 (continued)
(continued from
page 9)
past Chairman
of the Town
Council
and many
other town
organisations.
Trevor was
dedicated to

ensuring our War Memorial
UHÁHFWHGWKHSULGHLQZKLFKZH
hold those who had lost their
lives for us.

At The Going Down
Of The Sun And
In The Morning,
We Will Remember Them

Covid Masks – Child’s Play for Helen!

A

s Rotarians, we have
all had to buckle down
under Covid-19 to
save ourselves and help the
community where we can.
Sometimes we can learn from
our children who have taken the
pandemic seriously and want to
make their own contribution.
So, we applaud Helen Sheppard,
daughter of our secretary Les
and wife Val for a venture that is
wonderfully appropriate to meet
the occasion and current needs.
Helen has set up a “cottage
industry” making Covid masks.
Not just making but designing
them in so many brilliant choices
and colours that they are a
must-purchase – and her efforts
are all going to charities which
Rotary and our club recognisesEssex & Herts Air Ambulance
and Juvenile Diabetes Research

Page 10
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Foundation (a charity raised at
Basildon RC’s 60th this month).

Perfect Fits
For a price range of from
£6 (plain Fabrics) to £7 for
Patterned Fabrics or a top range
of £8 for Premium Fabrics you
can request your pattern, design,
size and even a child size. A
minimum £5 donation goes to
each of the above charities.
Helen told us “I wanted to learn
how to use my sewing machine
properly. Making facemasks was
the perfect opportunity to practice,
with the bonus of being able to
raise some money for charity at
the same time. I chose the Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation
(JDRF) because two children with
Type 1 Diabetes have started at my
QXUVHU\WKLVWHUPVR,·YHVHHQÀUVW
hand the impact the disease has
on the children and their families. I

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
/B ll
R

picked the Essex Air Ambulance
because it is a well-known local
service that anyone might need.
Masks are 100% cotton, sewn in
sizes small/medium or small/large. I
can do child sizes in XS and XXS. I
use elastic with an adjustable toggle
WRPDNHVXUH,VHOHFWGHVLUHGÀWµ
Dad Les said: “ Val and I are so
SURXGRIKHU7UHPHQGRXVLQLWLDWLYHµ
Ed’s note: I chose Dotty Mint
Green; Jan chose Dotty Grey.
But then, at our age we are both
dotty. Helen offered me Leopard
on the basis that I may have to
wear it for as long as Lockdown
lasts. I declined on the basis I
refuse to wear animal skins!
Seriously, wonderful designs,
great initiative and all for great
causes. Go for it!.
Contact Helen on:
Helenfsheppard@outlook.com

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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S p e a ke r s ’ C o r n e r
Our Friends At St Luke’s
Staying
Upbeat And
Moving On

T

he Rotary Club has always
acknowledged the work
done and results achieved
by St Luke’s Hospice. So, we
were delighted when they came
back to us to update the Club
on their tremendous work and
latest news.
It happened on Monday,
November 9 when Joanne
Phillips, Community and Events
Fundraiser, and her colleague,
Suzanne, updated us on Zoom
with words and slides to
illustrate their progress.
Just a reminder. They have
been recipients of many of our
donations, not least from the
Soapbox Derby and have always
come back to us to say Thank
You.

She added: “We have an amazing
staff now working in a new and
traumatic atmosphere. I am so
proud of them. And it has not
stopped us having fun.

Hospice For Thurrock
Some update. While the existing
facility alongside Basildon
hospital continues to run at
full steam ahead within their
restrictions of Covid-19, the
administrators have begun a
whole new project – a St Luke’s
Hospice in Thurrock.
As Joanne explained: “ This
started in 2019 and is planned to
have as many facilities as Basildon
with additions such as satellite,

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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and a full working cafe and rest
areas for family involvement
“Currently at Basildon, we cover
an area stretching from Langdon
Hills to Tilbury in the east. We
were opened in 1990 by the
Duchess of Norfolk, and have
people and adults, telephone
and virtual support. A 24-hour
service one response call for
families in care and 24/7 home
palliative and support team and,
if necessary, home calls. In all that
time we have treated more than
36,000 patients.”

“On December 10 we have
a virtual quiz and a day later
we shall be selling our lovely
Christmas jumpers (Jumper
slide makes it a very tempting
purchase!) Please join us. “

Trudy’s Inspiration
Suzanne then updated us on how
St Luke’s was having to cope with

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

WKHÀQDQFLDOVLGHRIWKHSDQGHPLF
“Not easy,” she said. “We have to
rely on donations, one donation
was for over £1,000. That is
brilliant and means a lot to us,
and we are grateful for help from
the Clinical Commissioners. We
work well together.”
This report saves a special
mention to the last – the
founder of St Luke’s in 1983, Her
name: Trudy Westmore-Cox.
She inspired the project in
DQGLWVWDUWHGZLWKDÀUVW
donation of 25p!
To questions from
IPP Ben Clarke
and Peter Strong
who both knew
Trudy well, Joanne
informed us : “ She
is still pro-active,
recently helped
with a garage sale.Yes, she still
keeps her eye on us.”
Member Brian Wellman, who has
associations with St Luke’s, made
the Vote of Thanks.

www.billericayrotary.org
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S p e a ke r s ’ C o r n e r
Crowdfunding – Key Word is Passion !

O

ur president Peter and
vice-president Les have
spelt it out. What is
Crowdfunding and how does it
affect us directly? See, alongside
this report, a summary from Les
on page 6, which outlines the
IDFWVDQGÀJXUHVDQGWKHODWHVW
information on what we need to
do next, and District feedback
from our president.
Meanwhile. Hands up, guys
and girls – how many of us
took on board all the details,
how it works to our Club’s
advantage and what it adds up
to, especially in view of the value,
viability and commitment to our
acknowledged and applauded
boreholes project in aid of the
needy Embu area in Kenya.
I confess to not being able
to take it all in. I suspect I am
not the only member. We are
therefore very grateful to Les for
putting it all in emails sent out to
all members later that week.
But I think we all gathered

something interesting and
different from the overview
talk given by Steve Gale, Area 1
AG, to our Zoom meeting on
November 16.

Use Social Media
Steve admitted that he wasn’t
word-perfect when it came to
illustration, yet he showed us
a video of his major interview
with Crowdfunding leaders at
Brentwood Rotary Club which
was a great illustration of how to
run a Crowd Funding Campaign.
Brentwood has pursued their
own GlobalGiving project and
come through it so successfully
that they picked up
a special bonus from
GlobalGiving!

pursue your aim and projects,
what puts it in the market place.
It is about people in action, using
social media, Twitter etc and
leading the way. You are doing
this through your
commitment and
passion. Market
your project, use
social media and the
network and keep
donation money
coming in. Most
of all, GlobalGiving
offers prizes for
the most donations,
and the most donors, overall for
the whole Accelerator Program,
and for the special Bonus Day
on December 9. Target these
prizes!
“District 1240 has led the way in
Rotary GBI since Crowdfunding
kicked off, raising over £100,000.
That has been down to members
and their passion. It works.!”
By The Editor

One word comes
out of Steve’s talk
– PASSION!
He said: “It’s about
direct smart goals,
what makes sure you
Page 12
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S p e a ke r ’s C o r n e r
The Universe, Life And Much More
life, featured
Incredible
in the Simpsons, the
contribution
Big Bang
Theory, Star
to human
Trek, and in
advancement a documen'XULQJWKHVHGLIÀFXOWDQGGHmanding times it is sometimes
important to remind ourselves
of the incredible contribution
to the human race that some
have managed under the most
unbelievable unimaginable circumstances. So said Malcolm
Acors when he stepped in at
the last moment as our speaker on November 23 and paid
tribute to Lucasian Professor
Stephen Hawking.

In a remarkable tour-de-force
since he had so little time to prepare, Malcolm reviewed HawkLQJ·VOLIHKLVUHPDUNDEOHVFLHQWLÀF
achievements and his celebrity
status. Name another physicist
ZKRKDGDÀOPPDGHDERXWWKHLU

A

fuller report on the
latest District Forum
(November 21) follows
next month, but there were
the usual reports from District
2IÀFHUVDQGQHZVWKDWWKHUH

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

tary about
the BBC
series “Red
Dwarf”.

Ask yourself fundamental questions as he did:
Why does the universe exist
,IZHÀQGWKHDQVZHUWRWKDWLW
would be the ultimate triumph
of human reason - for then we
would know the mind of God
On black holes...: “Einstein was
wrong when he said God does
not play dice. Black Holes suggest not only that he plays dice
but that he sometimes confuses
us by throwing them where they
can’t be seen.”
On life...: Remember to look
up at the stars and not down at
your feet.
Never give up work. Work gives
you meaning and purpose, and
life is empty without it.
,I\RXDUHOXFN\HQRXJKWRÀQG
love, remember it is there and
don’t throw it away
On living with a disability...:
Concentrate on things your disability doesn’t prevent you doing
well, and don’t regret the things

it interferes with. Don’t be disabled in spirit, as well as physically
On an imperfect world...:
Without imperfection, you or I
would not exist
On the end of the universe...
It will take about a thousand million million million million years
for the Earth to run into the sun,
so there’s no immediate cause
for worry!
On staying cheerful: Life would
be tragic if it weren’t funny.
On being diagnosed with
motor neurone disease...: My
expectations were reduced to
zero when I was 21. Everything
since then has been a bonus.
On death...: I’m not afraid of
death, but I’m in no hurry to die.
On Hope: He once wrote that
he had motor neurone disease
for practically all his adult life but
said that it had not stopped him
having an attractive family and
being successful in his work.
“It shows,” he said, “that one
need not lose hope.

Virtual Forum
may be a re-organisation of
RotaryGBI into regions. Plus
presentations on a Social Media
project, the National Institute
RI+HDOWK5HVHDUFKDQGÀQDOO\
on Chelmsford Rotary Clubs

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

“Donate a Dinner” scheme,
whereby we can fund a
Christmas dinner for a needy
family at under £25 per family to help go to
https://GF.ME/U/Y79YXT

www.billericayrotary.org
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Basildon Charter - 60 Years And Counting

C

ovid 19 or not, you
cannot keep a good
Rotary club down. As
Basildon proved when
they celebrated their
60th anniversary of their
Charter on November 20.
Normally it would be an
occasion for a great meal,
great speakers and loads
of congratulations and
bonhomie. But 2020 is
the year of pandemic so
face-to-face contact was
not allowed by Government
restrictions and Rotary GBI
edict.
Determined, they went ahead
with a virtual event – no meal
and no close contact but
everything else was in place and
everyone had a great night.

Twinning Members
All told,44 members, partners

and guests took part, with Peter
and Christabel Strong, Patrick
and Carol Rothon, Les Sheppard,
Michael Ginn, Brian Wellman and
Margaret Fowler accompanying
Peter Greene at the event. Also
present were six members of
Beausoleil club in France, two
members from the Karlshamn
club, and two members of Alba,
representing the twinned clubs
of our “Double Triangular” group.

President Taka welcomed all
members and guests and
president Peter Greene
gave the toast to the Rotary
Club of Basildon, praising
the way they continue to
operate and hold meetings
over Zoom, continue to
serve their community with
PPE, with Litter Picks and
lighting up the bell tower in

the centre of Basildon in purple
on World Polio day. Not to
mention their innovative use of
Facebook Live to reach 8,000
people with their talk on Mary’s
Meals.

Mercy, Mercy
Past President Mike Barrett,
MC for the evening, related
the achievements of the club
RYHULWV\HDUVWRVLJQLÀFDQW
applause. Speaker for the
evening was Peter Montgomery
of Mercy Ships with an inspiring
presentation of how it started,
what it did and how it achieved
its aims.
President Taka made the vote
RIWKDQNVDQGWKHÀQDOZRUG
was from DG Keith Brownlie,
complimenting the club on
achieving 60 years and on such a
successful meeting.

Your Guide To Christmas Carol Services

M

any of you know that
notable people in the
community are invited to
take part in a community carol
service at Emmanuel each year.
But singing in church is currently
banned due to Government
Covid-19 restrictions, so this
seemed to be ruled out. But you
can’t keep a good man down!
Rev. Paul Carr explains that they
could not see Christmas pass
without a suitable celebration.
“We have made the decision to
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hold a virtual pre-recorded carol
service that will be premiered
on Sunday 13 December, where
participants will be asked to
video themselves for their part
of the proceedings”
“Our Christmas services take
on a very different shape this
year because of COVID 19” said
Paul. All is detailed in the poster
shown here. to alert everyone of
the Christmas services and carol
arrangements. We print it for
your information.
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Finding New Rotarians – At A Discount

C

both club and district focused
to ensure full club support, a
dedicated Rotarian to manage/
oversee the project, with the
key being obtaining measurable
results. The project was
presented at District Forum
on November 21 where it was
approved

lub President Peter
is a member of the
District Public Image
team, and attended the District
Membership and Public Image
Meeting on November 2.
It was announced that club
membership across the total
District is stable at 1386
members.

New Clubs
Initiatives are planned for:
• Colchester Garrison – a
meeting is planned in the New
Year to pursue a potential
veterans club and a partners club
• New e-club for young

There are plans for a Districtwide membership initiative,
using an external company at a
VLJQLÀFDQWGLVFRXQWIRU5RWDU\
Such an initiative will need to be

N

members. Free of charge? Start
with environmental projects
- but independent from any
sponsor club.
• Colchester Institute for a
potential e-club
Other items:
• All Youth Face to face
competitions cancelled due to
Covid-19.
• Training – feedback surveys
must be included in all sessions
to evaluate success, etc.
• Social media competencies
We need a survey of this across
the District.

Joining Up To Hear A Brave Story

ot all presidents have
to act like Trump and
Biden! Some actually
are nice to each other and make
ÀQHJHVWXUHVZKLFKPDGHRXU
President Peter very happy when
0D\ÁRZHU3UHVLGHQW%DUU\+RZH
asked: “Why don’t you join us at
our next meeting.?

GDXJKWHU(ORLVH+RZ(ORLVHÀUVW
showed symptoms of the disease
while in New
York, and Anita’s
subsequent
fundraising
venture down
the Portsmouth
Spinnaker.

“We should do more to meet
together, could you come along
and talk about your Kenya
SURMHFW"<RXPLJKWÀQGWKHWDON
on juvenile diabetes interesting.”

Type 1
Diabetes

Only too ready to accept, Peter
was welcomed on the night.
Their speaker was Anita, the
GDXJKWHURI0D\ÁRZHUFOXE
member Colin Breathwick talking
about her experiences with her

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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They were on
holiday in New York when Eloise
didn’t feel well, and abandoned
their trip up the Statue of
Liberty. She got worse and
worse that evening and ended up
being rushed into hospital where
she was diagnosed with Type
1 diabetes and taken into ICU
in another
(specialised)
hospital.
She was
stabilised
and after
the family
were trained
in how to
manage her
condition

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t

and give injections, they all
returned safely home.

Once home they joined JDRF –
the Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation, for whom Anita did
a sponsored abseil down the
Portsmouth “Spinnaker” (about
the same height as the Statue
of Liberty) on September 5
this year, raising £3,100 for the
charity.
There are apparently 400,000
Type1 people in the UK, of which
about 29,000 are children. It’s
not just a disease for adults.
President Peter remarked on
KRZZHOFRPLQJ0D\ÁRZHUKDG
been, and that it had been a
pleasure to join them at their
meeting and, so illuminating to
hear Eloise’s story.
www.billericayrotary.org
bill i
t
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Five Up Now – More In The Pot?
this elite group? To help raise
funds for the Club of course.
:RQDSUL]HLQP\ÀUVWGUDZ
How lucky and yes, I did feel a
little embarrassed and humble
but that didn’t last long. Soon
recycled proceeds back to the
club. Probably years before my
name comes up again.”
(Don’t bet on it Brian! Editor)

hen we entered
lockdown in March,
Roger Kettle urged
us to redouble efforts to recruit
to our 100 club, a painless way
to raise money post Covid-19.
Club members responded
immediately, and our two new
members joined too.
Then in August Roger Kettle
announced that membership
drive was so successful that it
had enabled the Club to increase
the number of units in the 100
&OXEDQGDGGDÀIWKSUL]HWR
some of the quarterly draws.
True to his word, at November’s
GUDZ5RJHUKDQGHGRXWÀYH
SUL]HVIRUWKHÀUVWWLPH7KHUH
was wide eyes all round as
WKUHHRIWKHÀYHZLQQHUVZHUH
Club members. (Roger assures
PHPEHUVWKHUHZDVQRÀ[
International chairman Malcolm
$FRUVWRRNWKH ÀUVWSUL]H
AND BOTH new members,
Michael Dunne and Brian
Wellman, had winning entries.

Brenda’s Reward
Michael won £75 (second prize)
and Brian received £25, which

until this draw, was always the
ODVWFDOO1RZDGGHG²DÀIWK
SUL]HRI IRUWKHÀUVWWLPH
Guess what? Even that stayed
within the Club with it being
won by Brenda Spiers who has
made it possible for Norman
Wilson to be transported and
attend our pre-Covid meetings
at Reids.You deserve it, Brenda!
Michael Dunne told the
Newsletter: “I am one of those
who never wins, so, to actually
hear my name called out, was a
bit of a shock. All a bit of light
fun, oh and what to do with the
kitty? Why not give to a good
cause each draw.”
Brian Wellman added: “ Jammy!
New member – why am I joining

Odd man out: £50, third prize –
Bill West. Well Done, Bill!

Fifty-Fifty
As Roger explains: “I am delighted
we have new members for our
100 Club and have been able to
DGGDÀIWKSUL]H+DOIWKHPRQH\
invested goes to charities and
half to members in a series of
quarterly prize draws and a special
&KULVWPDVSUL]HGUDZHDFK\HDUµ
“We will be looking at the
Christmas draw to see if we can
increase the amount of prize
PRQH\µ
Draw Prizes:
£100: Malcolm Acors
£75: Michael Dunne
£50: Bill West
£25: Brian Wellman
£20: Brenda Spiers

Worth a Giggle?
Magician on a cruise ship does
the same tricks to a different
audience each week.
Captain’s parrot watches them all
and knows how the trick works
and shouts in the middle of the
show: “The same hat, Hiding the
ÁRZHUVXQGHUQHDWKDQGZK\DUH
all the cards the ace of spades?”
Magician is furious but it’s the
captain’s parrot, so says nothing,

Then one day the ship sank and
KHIRXQGKLPVHOIÁRDWLQJRQWKH
same piece of wood as the parrot.
They glared at each other but
said nothing. Finally after a week,
the parrot said: “OK. I give up –
where’s the boat?”
Man leaves work on Friday to
spend weekend hunting with
the boys and spending all his
wages.

Back home his angry wife nagged:
“How would you like it if you
didn’t see me for three days?”
“Fine with me,” he said,
He did not see his wife from
Monday to Wednesday.
By Thursday the swelling went
down just enough for him to see
her a little out of the corner of
his left eye.

Future Meetings and Events
All meetings to be conducted by Zoom Video-conferencing, to be reviewed at end January 2021 and
a further announcement made on our website.
Our Video meetings are on Mondays at 14.00.
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