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Our Water Well
Campaign Takes Off

Providing Gift of Life to
Schools in Embu

- see Inside,
plus Fun Walk Record & Much More

W

President’s Message
The Good, The Bad and The Ugly

hat a busy month
both locally and
internationally.

In This Issue

Fun Walk Success
Our key fundraising event
for these Covid-19 times is
the Billericay Fun Walk, which
Malcolm, Roger, Brian, Patrick
and myself did last month. Our
efforts were noticed, and the
Fun Walk organizers shared
our report and photos with
local news outlets. The result,
ZHIHDWXUHGVLJQLÀFDQWO\LQWKH
report in the Evening Echo and
on Gateway978’s Facebook Page.
All publicity is good publicity, but
good publicity is to be treasured.
If there’s no photograph, it
hasn’t happened. Photos gets
you great publicity!
Read more about this in our
report on page 6. We raised
over £2400 in sponsorship alone.
A huge increase on last year!

World Polio Day
Despite the restrictions of Covid-19 which have put an end to
planned money-raising events for
End Polio, we agreed on a special
Quiz organised by Roger Kettle.
It’s all for Fun folks! And to support Rotary’s End Polio Now.
In the month after Africa is Wild
Polio Free, what better way to
show our support! We directly
raised £1040, worth over £3800
for End Polio Now (see Page13).

Embu Schools Project
Great News too on our project
for fresh water in Embu, Kenya.
7HUULÀFSURJUHVVKDVEHHQPDGH
Every one of our “Double
Triangular” twinned Rotary
Clubs has voted to contribute to
the project. Rotary at its best! It
Page 2

is supported by individual clubs
in France, Sweden, Italy and by
our colleagues in Basildon too.
There’s no Global Grant because
the project value isn’t high
enough, but we are making it
“Global” in our own way.
$VKDPHWKDWE\EHLQJHIÀFLHQW
at how we spend the money, and
using local labour and materials,
we end up needing less money
and can’t get a Global Grant.

District Grant Concerns
Les and I completed the Global
Grant Management course and
applied for a District Grant
of £7,000 to match our club’s
investment. Our application
was approved, but a new cap
is proposed that limits any
District Grant to £3,000.

Changed process
This limit is much less than
we need. We believe it is
against previous practice, that
LQVXIÀFLHQWQRWLFHKDVEHHQJLYHQ
to implement such a cap this
year, it is unnecessary since not
all available money seems to
have been allocated, and against
Rotary’s Four Way Test.
This limit does not seem to apply
to the District supported Early
Childhood Development project
in South Africa (£9000). This is
not in the spirit of Rotary.

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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See pages 3-4 for a fuller report,
but what a tragedy if the project
cannot be completed because a
District of nearly 60 clubs grants
XVOHVVPRQH\WKDQÀYHLQGLYLGXDO
Rotary clubs in four countries.

Procedures
I am very pleased that club
members have adopted the
proposed change to club rules
which will streamline our
activities and reduce duplication.
The new Joint Services and
Business Meeting will make our
decision-making much simpler.

Terrorist Attack in Nice
I sent our support, solidarity and
thoughts to Beausoleil following
the knife attack in Nice.
President Philippe replied
thanking us all and saying they
are all safe (restrictions prevent
them from going out much and
reduces their exposure to such
attacks). He wishes us all to
take care.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Granting the Gift Of Life

The Double Triangular Group in Beausoleil

I

t is now old news that thanks
to Margaret Fowler’s contacts
with Ciamanda Primary school
in Embu County, Kenya, and
to Malcolm Acors’ efforts as
International Chairman, that we
have successfully funded a well
providing fresh clean water to
Schoolchildren at that school.

support up to eight schools in
total in Embu County.
Not only does it give the Gift of
Life to so many schoolchildren
but it also provided much
needed employment to local
workers and is a sustainable
water source which local people
can maintain.

Rotary Clubs Together
The Rotary Club of Billericay
has had international links with
the Rotary Club of Beausoleil
in France for over 50 years and
over the years these links have
extended to another four Rotary
clubs. Two Rotary clubs in Italy in Alba and in Ovada, Karlshamn
Rotary club in Sweden and, close
to home, Basildon Rotary Club.
Dubbed the “Double Triangular”
Group, each year members
from the six clubs are hosted in
its home country by one of its
members, enjoying friendship,
fellowship and identifying a
project which all could support.

Sustaining water and
So Much More
On time and on budget, this
project was a successful pilot for
a programme of new wells to

The well provides the children’s
drinking water, and is used
to keep the school clean and
hygienic. It enables it to grow
crops for its feeding programme
for the children, and provides
long-term employment for a
farmer to tend the crops.

In 2019, the hosts were
Beausoleil in France, and at
the project meeting, with the
support of our club, Malcolm
Acors proposed that the other
clubs join us in funding seven
more wells for other schools in
great need in that county.
Despite all these clubs having
high demands on their resources,
particularly as they try to help
their local communities through
the Covid-19 pandemic, every
club in the Double Triangular
Group has recognised the value
of this plan, and voted to support
our project.
A total of nearly $6,500 has
been donated by our fellow
clubs in Europe.
(continued on Page 4)
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Granting the Gift Of Life (continued)
(continued from page 3)

Gobal At Its Best

Our project is real international
co-operation of Rotary clubs
across Europe in the best sense
of the words. The other clubs
are donating money to us,
and we are working with the
Rotary Club of Embu, our valued
partner in this project, which will

have responsibility for managing
the project locally. It will ensure
Rotary’s governance principles
are followed in digging the new
wells to deliver fresh water to
the school children.
We are also working with the
local schools and education
authorities to ensure those with
WKHJUHDWHVWQHHGVDUHÀUVW
What an advert for international
FRRSHUDWLRQWKDWH[HPSOLÀHV
Rotary principles of Fellowship
and Service Above Self.

Receiving the Grant We
Need
Each well we build is low cost,
so even the eight wells so far
LGHQWLÀHGFRVWOHVVWKDQWKH
entry-level for a Global Grant.
This means we cannot get Global
Grant support despite the global
reach of our project.
Rotary Foundation provides
another route to a grant, with
District Designated Funds
being provided to a District
in proportion to previous
donations to Foundation.
President-Elect Les and President
Peter have completed the
Page 4

pre-requisite
training to apply
for a grant, and
a Matching
District Grant
for £7,000 is
being sought
to top up our
contribution.
A matching Grant
would mean that
for every club
contribution of
$1500, a new well
can be built.
The project has
been discussed
with the Grants
Committee for
over a year and
has been well
received. It has
the support of our
District Governor.
The District
Grants Committee
has approved (two
weeks ago) the
Schoolchildren Fetching Water at Magaca
maximum Grant
that it is giving to
donations provided by the other
any club project,
European clubs, we will provide
namely £3,000, but this has not
the money to allow work to
yet been received.
be started on the next three
We are in discussions with
wells. Namely, those at the
District to argue our case that
ACK Primary school in ENA, the
this cap on the maximum grant
St. Paul’s Magaca Primary School
which it will provide should
in Ciamanda and Canon Herbert
be removed and are awaiting
Ikuura Primary School near
a response to our detailed
Karurumo.
submission.
In addition, an agreed sequence
Moving ahead
for the subsequent wells has
The need in Kenya is desperate,
been set by the Chairman of the
and there is a great desire to
Headteachers Association and
progress it now, so we must get
County Education Secretary,
started with the next phase as
working with our partners, Embu
soon as we can.
Rotary Club.
Using club funds, once we
receive the £3000 District
Grant so far approved, and the

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

Next steps are our crowdfunding
programme in December to
raise money for more wells.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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Mwondu House Project, Embu, Kenya
them. Mama Muriithi’s son had
Club Member
a shelter which was even more
ramshackle than the house, and
Margaret
EHFDXVHVXIÀFLHQWIXQGVZHUH
donated the teachers were also
Fowler reports
able to build the son a new
shelter.
on the House
that Rotary
Helped Build

A

fter 11 years of visiting
Kenya for a schools/
church link I am now
in regular contact with many
teachers in the County of
Embu. One of the teachers,
Purity Mugo, contacted me a
few months ago to tell me about
a poor mother whose house
had fallen down and asked if
there was any way I could help
ÀQDQFLDOO\WREXLOGKHUDQHZ
house.

Carrying the materials through
the forest

“Alone we
would have
given up ….”
and the house gradually began to
take shape.

I put a photograph of the
collapsed house on social media
asking friends to spare a thought
for this poor lady, Mama Muriithi,
who had four children and was
in despair. Almost immediately
friends began to respond with
offers of donations.
Purity started a WhatsApp group
among her teacher colleagues
who also began to make
donations and offered to help
with the build. Purity was very
accountable and sent all donors
a daily log of donations received
and how the money was being
spent on materials.

The Son’s Ramshackle Shelter
In Kenya, once boys reach the
age of 11 yrs old they are no
longer permitted to sleep in
the family home and a separate
shelter is built outside for

The Son’s New Shelter
A new toilet was also constructed for the family, and there were
even enough funds to purchase
chickens and a goat which will
help to feed the family in the
future.
This was a real joint Kenya/
UK project with as much being
raised by friends in Billericay as
by the teachers in Embu.
Mama Muriithi and her children
are very grateful for their new
house and she asked Purity
to send thanks to all those in
Billericay who helped, despite
never having met her.
Purity wrote on completion of
the build:
“The team is so grateful for your
support. Alone, we would have
given up”

Heavy Cement Bags
The house was a long way from
a road so the teachers had to
carry the materials through
WKHIRUHVW7KHPRVWGLIÀFXOW
to transport were the bags of
cement which were so heavy,
but somehow they managed it
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
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Mama Muriithi’s New House being ‘Blessed’
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Fun In The Sun - We Make The News
thousands for charity.
Our Intrepid
The Fun Walk is organised
Basildon, Billericay and
Walkers Raise byWickford
CVS on behalf
local MP John Baron.
Record Amount ofNormally
held at Barleylands
Farm with nearly 2000
And
participants raising money for
this year’s event was
Grab Headlines Charity,
changed to a virtual event
due to Covid-19.
Last year the walk raised
£105,000 bringing the total
raised since the event began
in 2002 to over £1 million.

What did the key
organizers say?

A

s we reported last month,
the annual Billericay Fun
Walk took place as a
virtual event through September
with 85 organisations registered
and an estimated fourteen
hundred participants walking to
raise money for good causes.
This virtual event will raise

John Baron: “We thought long
and hard about whether to hold
the event this year ..... but we
are lucky enough to have longterm sponsors who despite
being impacted by Covid-19
were able to dig deep this year
and continue to support local
charities. Our thanks go to Swan
Housing Association, Tunnelcraft,
Anisha Grange Care Home, Butyl
Products Group, Leonardo MW,
IFE Global Logistics, McDonald’s
Restaurants Basildon and others”
6LPRQ-RKQVRQ&KLHI2IÀFHU
at BBW CVS: ”We had to
completely change the format of

this year’s event – but through
our work with local charities
we know the importance of
events like this to support the
continuation of their work.
We are delighted so many
organizations were able to take
part in this year’s event, and look
forward to being able to report
the total raised.”

Didn’t We Do Well
Last year we raised a total of
£1435, which after a bonus of
50% and Gift Aid of 25%, gave
us a total raised for charity of
approximately £2500
This year club members made
a special effort to raise money
to make up for the lack of
fundraising events possible due
to Covid-19. A grand total of
£2422 before even considering
the bonus and Gift Aid. Total
money raised by this awesome
effort could exceed £4,000.
Well Done – Rotary Club of
Billericay members.
Our efforts didn’t go unnoticed,
and we were the largest photo
in the Evening Echo spread, and
headed up the Gateway978 FM
Facebook Page.
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A Venture Abroad - Despite Fearing Covid-19
Spain, seemed so safe, our
How Keith and villa is up a mountain with
views across the world,
Gillian Wood social distancing not even a
thought!
Found No Virus With everything that
has happened since then,
Pain in Spain the world has become

W

e won’t deny it. Gill
and I left to revisit
our home in Spain
considering and fearing what
to expect. Last there in March
just before lockdown; returned
to the UK as Covid-19 was
declared a pandemic and borders
were closing around the world.

So much for our planned holiday
in Vietnam/Cambodia** they
closed their border to us ahead
of our lockdown.
** (Ed’s note: My own son and
daughter-in law with friends
planned same holiday; also lost it.)

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

SHWULÀHGDVWKHRXWEUHDN
has exceeded anyone’s
expectations and we cannot any
more take travelling anywhere
safely for granted.

Zoom AGM
I am president of our local
community in Spain, responsible
for the maintenance and wellbeing of our members, almost
all British, and most of whom
have been unable to visit this
year. I held a Zoom AGM with
them in June, which increased my
appetite to visit, although with no
LQWHQWLRQWRWDNHDÁLJKW'ULYLQJ
seemed much more attractive.
Covid-19 changed that. Infections
continued to rise in both
France and in Spain to
DODUPLQJUDWHVÁ\LQJÀQDOO\
seemed a much safer means
to travel. Despite being
constantly re-assured by the
airlines that air is re-cycled
XVLQJ+HSDÀOWHUVWRKRVSLWDO
standards and actually there
LVQRHYLGHQFHWKDWWKHÁLJKW
in itself is responsible for major
outbreaks, we took the plunge….
:HFKRVHWRÁ\IURP6RXWKHQG
not our usual choice, to Alicante,
a huge International
airport. It incurred a
longer drive of about
180Km from there to our
villa. But the economics
of car hire proved too
inviting to miss. £34.50
compared to £600 at
Almeria, our normal
airport. Southend was a

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

dream, quick access, no people,
one plane, simple check-in, not
even remove laptop or liquids.

Early Arrival!
The plane quickly boarded, half
empty, no-one in front or to
the side of us. Grossly aware
of air/fan noise as air recycled.
We arrived in Alicante 30 mins
early (unheard of), immediately
disembarked, no queues, straight
through security, passport
control and through exit into
arrivals hall. Shock/horror
– no people – only ground
staff. ALL WEARING MASKS,
checking/scanning documents,
white-coated doctors taking

temperatures, to ensure their
country’s safety – just amazing!!
What followed was as if we had
never been away
• Picked up our rental car
and travelled to our villa in the
mountains near to Mojacar.
• All was well with our house
and community. Pool looked so
inviting the following morning as
temperatures soared to close on
30C. All well with the world, at
least here.
• Shopping that morning (continued on Page 8)
www.billericayrotary.org
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A Venture Abroad .... (continued)
Trolley Ticking Off!

(continued from Page 7)
needed it for three weeks.
Braved the trip down the
mountain to the supermarket, a
visit we hadn’t made in “Covid
times”. Again, everyone obeying
Covid instructions of wearing
masks if you are mobile. Hand
sanitiser and gloves were
awaiting at every door with
notices everywhere and all
obeying the rules.

I

•
The Place was
immaculate as operatives
cleaned and freshened
their particular areas.
Even told off for having
our trolley in the wrong
place as we inspected
WKHÀVKFRXQWHU&KHFN
out intervention of our
trolley turned round for us as
safe. We couldn’t believe it.
• Ate out (not to help out)
several times whilst there.
Every time outside, as clearly
temperatures allowed it and
everywhere was the same,
sanitiser on tables, social
distancing between tables, even
QR code on tables to obviate
menus. And all waiting staff

A Fair Cop – You’re Nicked!

t was unusual for my
daughter Kim to call me so
early on a Friday morning,
whilst at our villa in Spain.
She was shaking in her voice
and called to alert me: Our
Billericay store had been
burgled again, the third time in
just over a year.
Some damage, she said, but
the alarm had gone off and our
cameras had a full-face image
of the intruder, taken as he
attempted to reposition it. The
burglar had gained access by
breaking a full framed window at
the rear but had been deterred
in his intent by the sound of the

O

had been making a routine
stop at the (now redundant)
Billericay Police Station, which
is directly opposite our shop.

By Keith Wood
alarm. He had taken nothing!

Case Of Two Torches
Kim called me later with an
update. Surprisingly good news:
at the time of the burglary
(about 9.45 pm) four policemen

As they parked up and were
getting out of their car, the
shop alarm went off. They
immediately crossed the road
WRLQYHVWLJDWH2QHRIÀFHU
shone his torch into the shop
and was greeted with the burglar
who shone his torch back!
7ZRRIÀFHUVUDQURXQGWKHEDFN
as the intruder was climbing back
over the 10ft high fence. All he
had on him was his “tools” and
as the saying goes he was “well
and truly nicked!”

Scary - But Prognosis Looking Good

ur thanks to Keith
Wood for submitting
the above two articles
on his recent experiences. Little
did we, or he, know that a week
later he would have to go into

Page 8

wearing masks, no exceptions.
The return trip was the same,
speedy check in at Alicante,
empty airport, half empty plane
and early arrival into Southend.
A fantastic time in Spain; my
FXULRVLW\VDWLVÀHGDVWRVDIHW\
able to deal with my business in
our community. Above all, proved
a real tonic to the metabolism
in these times of fear and
despondency at a period as we
have never experienced before.

hospital for a heart operation on
October 22.
The operation was successful,
and Keith is recovering well and
returned home last Thursday, but
he obviously faces an extended

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

period of recovery. He and Gill
have both sent their thanks for
all the best wishes they have
received from club members.
We wish him the very best for a
speedy recovery

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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S p e a ke r s ’ C o r n e r
Part 2 of the Tollesbury Adventure
Anyone For
Crate Stacking?

F

ACT, as Rev Canon Hugh
Dibbens revealed last month
is all about fellowship and
the opportunity for young
people to savour another side
of life. It’s full title is: Fellowship
$ÁRDW&KDULWDEOH7UXVWDQGLV
based in Tollesbury Marshes on
the Essex coastline.
He outlined how it had been
rescued from extinction twice.
7KHÀUVWWLPHZDVLQZKHQ
the owners of a nearby marina
wanted to buy its site, but under
pressure from the local residents
who campaigned against it, the
marina withdrew its plans and
the Trust was able to buy the
land. It was originally based on a
Thames Barge.

young people a year to stay for
a weekend, or a week. This will
increase to 3,000 this month
(October) after completion
RIDPDMRUUHÀWDQGH[WHQVLRQ
Attendees are between 9 and
18 years old. Running costs are
£400,000 a year.

Extension? Yes, the Trust has
raised nearly £1.6 million to fund
these changes - Wow!

studies, high ropes, Jacobs
Ladder, kayaking, night hiking and
powerboating. Wow!
Ed’s note: Crate stacking? Cannot
see it making an Olympic sport, ....
but you never know.
As Hugh summed up: “We are
lucky to have some wonderful
volunteers but we always are
glad of more, I have a super team
of leaders, assistant leaders and
specialists including a chef and
sous-chef, 22 staff in all at an
average age of 22 years”
As with charities, he does not
hide the hard facts: “We rely
on friends and supporters for
donations to fund us.”

Safe And Caring
The second rescue came in 1989
when the barge was destroyed
E\ÀUH7KH7UXVWEHFDPHDZDUH
of a Trinity House lightship up
for auction and made a bid of
£22,000, but was told it was too
low. Following up with the seller
they discovered it was ‘off the
market’. When they explained
what the Trust wanted it for,
Trinity House changed its mind
and sold it at that price, even
towing it round to Tollesbury for
the Trust (for only £1,000!) .
Now this striking red and white
lightship (named Trinity after its
previous owner) caters for 2,000
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
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So what does it offer? It’s
website says: “Chill or serious.
We offer a comfortable and
useful stay, good food and a
different form of lifestyle.”
The adventure programme
includes:
• Groups: Youth and
community projects, churches,
schools and clubs
• Schools: Adventure
& fun in safe and caring
environment tailored to
special needs
• On offer: Arts & Crafts;
climbing, crabbing, crate
VWDFNLQJGUHGJLQJÀHOG

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
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S p e a ke r s ’ C o r n e r
Food For Thought – A Million Times

ary’s Meals, a charity
ZKLFKRXUUDIÁHER[
lunchtime donations have
supported for many years, began
in a shed in the Highlands of
Scotland. It is known as The Shed
that Fed a Million Children and is
still the HQ of the charity.

where they
can get an
education and
hope for a
better future.”
Gabriel
illustrated her
point with two
stories: “When
Magnus visited
Malawi during
a famine, he
met Emma (pictured below)
with her six children. Emma was
dying of AIDS which had already

As Gabriel Herbert from
the charity explained with an
excellent talk at our Zoom
meeting on October 12, that was
the title of the book written by
Magnus MacFarlane-Barrow who
inspired Mary’s Meals.

a farmer. I have seven children at
home and six go to school. The
food gives them the energy to do
their academic work at home if
not in school. Naomi is a Have.
Tisa, a former health and school
prefect is a Have-Not. His school
has closed. Now with four
siblings all at school and heading
the household since his parents
had to move out.

killed her partner. Her eldest
son Edward was 14 (pictured on
Emma’s right wearing a dark top).

A story which began in the
Scottish Highlands has now
spread to more than nineteen
countries from Haiti to Thailand,
keeping 1,667.067 children a day
in food, health and education for
£15.90 a school year. That’s 8p a
nutritious meal! As Gabriel said:
“Mary’s Meals is a simple idea but
it works.” 93% of all donations is
spent on charitable activities.

“When Magnus asked him
about his hopes for the future,
Edward said simply: “I want to
have enough food to eat and go
to school one day. These were
the words of a 14-year old boy
who had never been to school
because of poverty and disease.”.

Haves And Have-Nots
Gabriel : “It inspired the founding
of Mary’s Meals.” Secondly, a
Zambian mother told Mary’s
Meals: “My name is Naomi. I am

He says: “The closing of the
schools meant that we no longer
ate Mary’s Meals porridge. But
with Mary’s Meals community
distribution programme we will
now have something to eat every
morning and be energetic again.”
Gabriel summed up: “Our
primary aim is to work with local
(continued on Page 11)

Dying Of AIDS
She added: “We feed children
from some of the world’s
poorest communities a daily
meal while they are at school.
This attracts chronically hungry
children into the classroom
Page 10
P
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S p e a ke r ’s C o r n e r
Food For Thought – A Million Times (continued)
(continued from page 10)
communities, consulting
everyone before we agree
to provide food for a school,
so the chef, teachers, families
and communities own their
local project. That is essential
We are primarily volunteer
operated and often relatives of
WKHFKLOGUHQZKREHQHÀWGRWKH
organisation, sourcing, cooking
and distribution of Mary’s Meals.

Local Produce
“If possible, ingredients are
sourced from local producers
and we respect cultural
preferences. This enables us to
stay environmentally friendly in
terms of food miles.”
“Our vision: Every child receives
one daily meal in their place
of education and can share
with those less fortunate. Our

The History

a Land Rover and drove it from
Dalmally to Bosnia.
• Donations poured in,
Magnus takes a year off from
salmon farming and sets up
Scottish International Relief, the
predecessor of what we now
know as Mary’s Meals
• Late 1990’s: Worked in

• Began in 1992. Magnus and
his brother in a pub witnessed
the civil war raging in BosniaHerzogovina. Decision made to
help
• Asked locals, friends and
family for donations and
supplies, packed everything into

I

mission: To enable people to offer
their money, goods, skills, time
or prayer to alleviate extreme
poverty in the world’s poorest
countries. We are in this for the
long haul.”
The vote of thanks was made by
Margaret Fowler.
Rotarian Jack McGee from
Newark, New Jersey joined us
for the meeting.
Romania and Liberia building
homes for abandoned children
and delivering material to
Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina
• Started in 2002 feeding 200
children in Malawi.Veronica
(photographed on her graduation
GD\ODVW\HDU ZDVRQHRIWKHÀUVW
in Malawi.

Still Rocking - The Racing Baby

t should have been Malcolm Acors on October 19
but events prevented his
presence. One member unable, another member stepping
into the breach at less than
24 hours notice.The spirit of
our Club to conduct business
as normal. So thank you Ken
Smith for this revealing talk
about BROOKLANDS, the
“Cradle of – British Motor
Racing and Aviation.”
Ken’s story is revealing. “Just this
September, 2020, two (young
of heart) Petrol Heads (myself
and Graham of Soap Box fame)
visited the hallowed grounds
that are Brooklands Museum in
Surrey, the birthplace of British
motor racing and aviation. Last
time I was there was some years
ago especially remembered by
attending with a past client in his
V6SULQJÀHOG5ROOV

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

“Nothing has changed – still just
amazing. A whole day there and
still did not cover the full exhibition. Brooklands is famous for
its banked racing circuit, much
of which still survives. I have
highlighted a “potted history” of
events with slide illustrations.

No Brits, No Regulation
“Brooklands House itself. The
Edwardian era. Motoring holidays
on the continent were a chal-

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

lenge. Motor racing in Europe
was gaining popularity. But no
Brits - too much regulation in
this country!!
“Hugh Locke King and his wife
Ethel, enthusiasts and owners
of the house decided to rectify that. In 1906, they built the
Brooklands circuit, a 2.75 mile
circuit featuring two huge banked
sections nearly 20 foot high and
a 100 feet wide.!
(continued on page 12)
www.billericayrotary.org
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S p e a ke r ’s C o r n e r
Still Rocking (continued)

(continued from page 11)
“Steam power, horses, picks and
shovels and over 1,500 labourers
and craftsmen completed the
great oval concrete circuit in just
nine months! The circuit plus

WKHÀQLVKLQJVWUDLJKWPHDVXUHG
3.25 miles. It opened to the public in 1907. The Clubhouse was
modelled on the Mena House
Hotel in Egypt.
´:KHQLWÀUVWRSHQHGLQ
• 1907: Brooklands Racing
Circuit opens to the public. First
Motor Race takes place. First
massed-start cycle race takes
place (These were not approved
on open roads) and was a
100 mile race with 50 riders.
Forerunner of the massed-start
cycle racing events of the 1930s.
• Cycle racing: Between
1907 and 1939 over 8,000
individual competitors
took part in cycle races at
Brooklands. Among them,
18 represented this country
at Olympic Games between
1908 and 1964, winning
two silver and eight bronze
medals. Eight of the team
for the 1936 Olympics were
Brooklands riders.
• 1909: Victor Hémery sets
Page 12

nobody foresaw that it would beFRPHRQHRIWKHPRVWVLJQLÀFDQW
SODFHVLQWKHÀHOGRIVSHHGÁLJKW
engineering and endeavour. It was
the site of many world records,
ÀUVWÁLJKWVERPELQJVE\WKH
Luftwaffe, and one of the world’s
leading aircraft factories.

RAF Support
“As well as the glamour of racLQJDQGÁ\LQJIRUZKLFKLWZDVUHnowned, Brooklands remains the
largest single-supplier of aircraft
to the RAF. Over an 80 year
period, the factories, employing
some 14,000 workers, manufactured nearly 19,000 aircraft!!

John Cobb and Malcolm Campbell. There were many, courageous, women who raced too,
e.g. Kay Petre and Gwenda
Stewart. Kay was one of only 17
drivers who lapped the outer
circuit at over 130mph.

Speed Record

“I leave you to study the History Panel which describes the
Brooklands era since A.V.Roe
PDGHKLVÀUVWÁLJKWLQD%ULWLVK
built aeroplane in 1908. Tommy
Sopwith, Harry Hawker and
PDQ\RWKHUVOHDUQHGWRÁ\WKHUH

“Malcolm Campbell’s land speed
record breaking Bluebird of
the 1930s was developed at
Thomson & Taylor workshops
in Brooklands Flying Village.
The same people went on to
build John Cobb’s land speed
record car. So many interesting
facts and much more detail of
%URRNODQGVÁLJKWKLVWRU\µ

“And racing wasn’t just an all
male activity with the likes of
new World Land Speed Record,
125.946mph driving a Blitzen
Benz (Lightning Benz). Test Hill
built at Brooklands. Still used
today for hill climbing club
events.
• +LOGD+HZOHWWJDLQVÀUVW
British woman’s pilot’s licence.
• 1913: Percy Lambert achieves
ZRUOG·VÀUVWPLOHVLQKRXU
record.
• 1914 – 20: Brooklands closed
• 1919:Vickers Vimy makes
ÀUVWQRQVWRSÁLJKWDFURVVWKH
Atlantic.
• 1921:- Douglas Davidson
achieves world’s motorcycle
100mph record.
• 1926: First ever British Grand
Prix held.
• 1927:Vickers Armstrong Ltd
formed.

Vote of Thanks was by President
Peter.
• 1935: Hawker Hurricane
SURWRW\SHPDNHVÀUVWÁLJKW
3,012 of these planes were
built at Brooklands, many of
them taking part in the Battle
of Britain. Of all the Hurricanes
WKDWÁHZLQWKH%DWWOHRI%ULWDLQ
a quarter were manufactured at
Brooklands. Production moved
away from Brooklands in 1942.
John Cobb achieves fastest lap
record: 143.44mph in his NapierRailton. This car is now back at
Brooklands Museum.
• 1936:- Vickers Wellington
SURWRW\SHPDNHVÀUVWÁLJKW2I
the 11,461 Wellingtons built by
Vickers by 1943, 2,515 were built
DW%URRNODQGV²RQHÀIWKRI
the total number. All 18 variants
ZHUHGHYHORSHGDQGWHVWÁRZQ
here.
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Fundraising Fun for End Polio Now
Money, Money, Money!
We Directly Raise Over £1000
From Our Quiz Challenge

Y

es, that’s the generous
sum we have raised
through members,
families and friends to meet
Roger Kettle’s Fun Challenge to
support End Polio Now, a cause
(see our September Newsletter)
and a charity close to all Rotary
hearts and especially ours.

3. A special collection on
October 26 at our club’s Charter
Celebration lunch when 63
members and guests raised over
£400 for End Polio Now.

Not a formal quiz with masses
RIGLIÀFXOWTXHVWLRQVDQGDUGHQW
quizzers competing to be the
winner and avoid the “wooden
spoon”. No – we’d do a FUN
Challenge and take a different
route entirely.

On October 24 Rotary clubs all
over the world celebrated World
Polio Day, marking the occasion
by raising money for the cause.
As President Peter says:
“Everything we do in Rotary,
even partying, has a good charity
reason. None better than End
Polio Now. Last year for World
Polio Day, we had three events
to raise money for this.
1. “Paella in the Garden” hosted
by members Patrick Rothon and
wife Carole and attended by 20
members and guests who each
SDLG DVPDOOVDFULÀFHWRD
great cause and a wonderful
evening. Food and drink
provided by club members so all
£200 went to End Polio.
2. 7KHÀUVWDOO%LOOHULFD\7UL
Club Rotary dinner on World
Polio Day itself, with Anne

Wafula Strike MBE as principal
speaker, and over £900 raised
by the 63 members and guests
who attended from the three
Billericay Rotary Clubs.
www
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
twitter com/BillericyRotary

What could we do that wouldn’t
clash with other clubs and could
be organised quickly? It was a
challenge….Yes, that’s it! – we’ll
hold a Challenge!.

Fabulous Fun for Forty
Folks
The brainchild of member Roger
Kettle, this was planned to be
simpler – only 60 questions in
six categories. Members had to
challenge their own knowledge –
all at £20 per person entry fee.

Covid Complications
What to do in 2020? Physical
meetings of more than six were
banned by the government, and
Rotary GB&I has banned all Rotary meetings for the foreseeable
future. We contemplated organising lunches hosted by members
for themselves and two other
households – a maximum of six
people at each. All would eat at
the same time on the same day,
but members were nervous at
meeting indoors, and the weather would be against an outdoors
venue.
Then on October 15, Essex went
into Tier 2 – “High Risk” and all
meetings indoors of more than
one household was banned. So
that plan, and any hosted event,
was dead in the water.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
www facebook com/BillericayRotary

Why £20, not less? Because the
objective was to raise money
for End Polio and have some fun
on the way – so, people could
have entered individually, or with
partners, or with as many friends
as possible, but everyone at £20
per person. The more people
in the team, the more we could
raise AND presumably, the more
answers a team got right.
It was a challenge that could be
done at leisure at home. And
by the time you read this, the
answers were given at our Zoom
(continued on Page 16)
www.billericayrotary.org
www
billericayrotary org
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We Can Still Honour Our Fallen Heroes

D

espite the Covid-19
transmission risk
forbidding large
gatherings, our Club president
Peter will still be able to lay
our Club wreath on Sunday
November 8 but not until 11.30
– thirty minutes after the normal
RIÀFLDO$FWRI5HPHPEUDQFHKDV
taken place.
The usual format has had to be
changed to meet Government
guidelines and after consultation
between Billericay Town Council,
Billericay branch of the Royal
British Legion, Revd Paul Carr
and Basildon Borough Council.

2019 Remembrance Day Ceremony

Group Of Six
It has been agreed that there will
no public Act of Remembrance in
the High Street. Instead, a short
Act of Remembrance will take
place at the War Memorial with
an invited “group of six” including
Paul Carr, the chair of Billericay
Town Council, President of the
Royal British Legion and the RBL
Standard Bearer, Bugler and his
Timer.

Community organisations such
as ours have been told that
they can lay their wreaths after
11.30 am on the day. An Act of
Remembrance will take place at
Emmanuel Church during their
10.30 am service and will apply
to other churches in Billericay.
:HDUHÀQDOLVLQJRXUSODQVWR
participate in the best way we
can - see full report next month.

Our Rotary Foundation Award
We received a special club Foundation award, one of only 4000 clubs worldwide - special report next month.

P

Early Childhood Educators - South AFrica

resident Peter attended a
Zoom Meeting on October
14 hosted by DG Keith
Brownlie and Angela Newton,
current President of the Rotary
Club of Port Elizabeth West,
(she was previously a member
of the Rotary Club of Billericay
0D\ÁRZHU $OVRSUHVHQWZHUH
members of the Rotary Club
of Tours (France) and Andy
Hunter from our Rotary Club
RI%LOOHULFD\0D\ÁRZHUDQG
District 1240 ex-International
Chairman. About 2/3rds. of the
people in Port Elizabeth, South
Africa, are poor blacks living
in townships where, with high
youth unemployment, drug abuse
and petty crime are common.

lished a formal
programme of
TXDOLÀFDWLRQV
for Nursery
Teachers
called Early
Childhood
Development.
Without this
programme,
children can
be left with
XQTXDOLÀHGFKLOGPLQGHUVDQG
exposed to grooming by criminal
gangs.

Education for young South
Africans starts at age six, but
Communities have established
commercial nursery schools for
children under six and the South
African Government has estab-

The proposal is to fund 15
training places on the 2-year
course (£1800 each) run for
nursery teachers by “Early
Inspiration” at an overall cost of
£27,000, funded through a Global
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Since 2016 the programme has
educated 189 Teachers all of
whom will on average teach 30
children a year, a total of over
20,000 children.

www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary
t itt
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Grant, a matching District Grant
of £9,000 and are seeking £9,000
in contributions of between
£500 and £1,000 from clubs.
RC Port Elizabeth West will be
the Host Club and RC Billericay
0D\ÁRZHUWKH,QWHUQDWLRQDO
Club but all contributors will be
recognised on a plaque.
This is just the sort of project
which our club has traditionally
supported, but we await
resolution of our District Grant
discussions before we can
consider participating.

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary
f b k
/Bill i R t
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Club Governance
Streamlining Practices AND
Protecting Controls and
Safeguards

W

hen we discussed
club practices and
procedures at our
Business Meeting on October
4, we were anxious to simplify
our club management meetings
without affecting the controls
and safeguards for what we do.

2. After Covid-19:
• All Club meetings are
held over Zoom
• The SCJM is scheduled at
normal club meeting times.
• Consequently, the SCJM
is now attended by all
available members.

The big picture is that according
to the Club Rules:
• The Services Committees
Joint Meeting (SCJM) discusses
matters of club management and
proposed actions for the club
• Club Council is the decisionmaking committee of the club
with members elected by
the club, and it reviews and
approves all items of policy or
expenditure. As the Governing
Body of the Club it considers
whether it is happy to endorse
recommendations from the
SCJM as being in the interests of
the club
• The Business Meeting
discusses all output from the
above two meetings.

Explaining
the new club
management
rules and
conditions

The Zoom Dividend
In practice:
1. Before Covid-19:
• The SCJM was usually
attended by 6-10 members
only.
• Club Council was usually
attended by most Council
members
• The Business meeting
was necessary to give all
members the chance to be
informed of SCJM and Council
discussions and decisions, so
that all members have the
opportunity to discuss them.
www.twitter.com/BillericyRotary

• The Business meeting of
all members goes through it
all again – usually with exactly
the same members, and most
participants having “nothing
to add”. Exactly the same
participants and content.
3. We have previously agreed
WRPDNHWKHÀUVWPHHWLQJ
of the month the date of
the Services Meeting and
Club Council, and to hold
them over Zoom even after
the Covid-19 emergency
restrictions are over.

Avoid Duplication
Why completely duplicate the
same discussion with the same
people at two separate meetings?
According to the club
Constitution, a permanent
change to club rules can only
be made at a General Meeting.
However, Club Council can

www.facebook.com/BillericayRotary

change our meeting structure
“for the time being”.
The proposal was put to the
SCJM on October 4, 2020 that
the Rotary Club of Billericay
should:
Merge the responsibilities of
the Services Committees Joint
Meeting and the Business
Meetings, into a new Joint
Services Business Meeting.
Club Council responsibilities
must remain unchanged.
Drop the separate and
repeated Business meeting
to avoid this complete
duplication
This generated a healthy debate
and agreement was swiftly
reached that since the structure
and responsibilities of Club
Council were not being changed,
the proposal could safely be
adopted.
It was passed forward to
Club Council with a positive
recommendation and Club
Council agreed the proposal.
The Proposal has therefore been
adopted “for the time being”.

Next Steps
1. The proposal should be
put to the Special General
Meeting scheduled for endNovember for adoption as
a permanent change to club
rules.
2. Club Council should review
whether changes were
needed to signature authority
to improve controls further.
www.billericayrotary.org
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Fundraising Fun for End Polio Now (continued)
Eeyore (Winnie the Pooh).
Roger Says
Town/Cities in Britain
Crewe; Fishguard; Bedford;
Thanks Eavesham; Dumfries; Deal;
And Thank You Huntingdon; Newcastle; Leeds;
Andover.
Roger
Name the Countries
(continued from Page 13)
PHHWLQJRQ2FWREHURXUÀUVW
meeting after World Polio Day.”
We were even joined by PDGs
Pauline and Terry Dean who also
took part in the challenge.
“Sorry folks”, as Roger Kettle
explains: “There were no prizes,
it was not a competition and
there are no announced winners
or losers. It was just a fun way
of challenging members’ general
knowledge and intellect. More
importantly, since participants did
QRWUHFHLYHDEHQHÀWIURPHQWHULQJ
all proceeds were eligible for Gift
$LGDGGLQJWRRXUÀQDO(QG
Polio donation”.
Thank you everyone who entered.
As Rotarians you were all on trust

and of course, none of you used
HQF\FORSDHGLDVRU*RRJOHWRÀQG
any answers, but if you did, you’d
only be cheating yourselves!”
Money raised: £1040 directly from entrance fees, generating Gift Aid of £240, which,
with the support of the Bill
& Melinda Gates Foundation,
leads to a donation to End
Polio Now worth £3840!

Answers to the Challenge:
Literature Posers
Alice in Wonderland; Tom Sawyer;
Rudyard Kipling;John Grisham;
Jack, Lord of the Flies; Merchant
of Venice; HRH Prince of Wales;
Martin Shaw (Professionals,
Gently, Judge Deed); Tom Brown;

Australia; Holland; Bolivia and
Paraguay; Persia; Australia; Austria;
Spain; Brazil and Argentina; The
Vatican City; Sweden (221800).

Creatures
Humming Bird; Badger; The giant
tortoise; A backbone; Jelly Fish; 5
years; Alexander the Great; Rat;
Humans; Guinea Pig.

Concert Music
Italy; St Cecilia; La Boheme;
Guitar; Maria Callas; Harp; Aida;
Adagio; Piano; J. S. Bach.

General Knowledge
236,000; Alexander Fleming; Bern;
Ice/Cold; Mango; Ag; Blue,Yellow
Green, Black and Red; La Manche;
Paul Eddington;Vietnamese Dong.

Worth a Giggle?
• 6DZDIULHQGZLWKDÁ\VZDWWHU
Asked if he had caught any, he
said: “Yes, three males and two
females.”
“How could you tell the
difference?” I asked
“ Three were on a beer can and
two were on the telephone.”
• 0DQWDNHVKLVGRJZLWKÁHDVWR
the vet who says: “I’ll have to put the
dog down.”
“Why?”, says the man incredulously.
“Because he’s too heavy”!

• How do you light a football
stadium?
With a football match
• Man was sacked from a calendar
factory.
He took a couple of days off.
• What do you call a Mexican
who has his car stolen?
Carlos
• What’s the difference between
a poorly dressed man on a tricycle
and a well-dressed man on a

bicycle? Attire.
• I’m reading a book about
gravity. It’s impossible to put
down.
• Man tells wife: “An actress called
Reece has just stabbed someone.”
• Wife:Witherspoon?
• Man: “No, with a knife.”
• Dad washing his car with his
son. Son asks: Dad, can you use a
sponge”.
Boom, Boom!

Birthday Congratulations to Secretary and President-Elect Les Sheppard (November 24)

Future Meetings and Events
All meetings to be conducted by Zoom Video-conferencing, to be reviewed at end November 2020
and a further announcement made on our website.
Our Video meetings are on Mondays at 14.00.
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