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Club Meetings
December 2016
1st

DG Terry Dean

VoT/H: President Ray
8th

Business Turnaround,
Recovery & Angels Andrew McTear

VoT/H: John Threlfall
15th

Christmas lunch with
guests

22nd

No Meeting

29th:

No Meeting

January 2017
5th

President Ray
wishes all
Forum
members,
families and
friends a very
Happy
Christmas and
looks forward to
an energetic and
successful 2017.

500 Miles - Olivia Giles

VoT/H: Mary Beverley
12th

HO HO
HO!

Autism Anglia -

Forum’s 3rd Junior Choir
competition

Jonathan Marriott
VoT/H: David Jones
19th

Mayflower Trust Sean Day

VoT/H: Kit Hughes
26th

Business Meeting /FB

Above left: Competition organiser Alan Rustage and (right) MP
Will Quince rehearsing with Colin Bennett (see p9)
In this issue: President’s Ramblings, Choir Competition, Whose Baby?
Headgate Theatre, Mercury Theatre, East Anglian Offshore Racing,
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EDITORIAL

PRESIDENT’S RAMBLINGS

Editors: Jo Portway
& Colin Bennett

Goodness, is it really a month since I did my last rendition, it seems like five
minutes ago. Anybody would think it will soon be our Christmas lunch on 15th
December!!

!

!!
Well that’s almost another year
drawn to a close. It’s been a year
of highs and lows - but then isn’t
it always? We’ll miss those
members who have passed to a
higher service and remember
them with fond memories and
grateful thanks for the work they
did for Rotary. We have had
some stunning projects that will
continue through to 2017 and, no
doubt, with the inclusion of new
members, have even more
innovative ideas. A quick round
up shows we delivered dozens of
mock job interviews, careers
advice sessions, a choir
competition par excellence, an
unrivalled cookery programme
‘Food for Thought’ for young
carers, frugal lunches, bus pass
challenge, supermarket
collections, celebrated our 41st
birthday, junior apprentice
competition, won tennis matches,
had a race night, cheese and wine
evening, youth speaks
competitions, RYLA, supporting
Antony Nolan trust (spit tests),
supporting Age UK Colchester,
cycle rides for cancer, garden
party, croquet, vocational visits,
shelter boxes and school reading
support. Draw breath. And that’s
just from memory - I must have
missed out some. Well done
everyone who gave humungous
amounts of time and effort!
Have an excellent Christmas and
build up your strength because
you can guarantee one thing 2017 will be even busier!
From Colin and I, have a cool
Yule!
JP

There is a musical theme to my jottings this month but before I get into that I
would like to thank everyone who got to the Memorial celebration of David
Judge’s life towards the end of November. I know many would have liked to
have been there but couldn’t make it. The church was packed and the array of
speakers impressive including representatives from RIBI, the navy, a scout leader
and others. This of course reflected David’s diverse interests, and the High
Steward of Colchester completed a memorable line-up. David was quite a guy,
and apart from his world-wide Rotary links he helped to form the clubs at
Mersea, Brightlingsea, Trinity and Centurion. We hope to welcome Christine at
many Rotary functions in the future.
Looking ahead to my President’s night at Wivenhoe House on 19th May 2017
Ian Dewis and I went to hear a Barbershop Quartet in Sudbury. It was a pleasant
evening but we have both heard better and so the search goes on!
I had the enormous pleasure of hosting the sponsors and the Deputy Mayor and
Mayoress, along with Will Quince MP at the final of the choir competition. The
six young choirs were superb in front of hundreds of folk and their performances
were a joy. I don’t like talking about winners and losers because they were all
winners in my book, but undoubtedly the winners were sensational. Alan
Rustage’s vision and organisation is what makes Forum great, and he was helped
by a number of our members in a team effort. Will Quince gave us a lovely song
and he is looking forward to the Celebration in Words and Music at St. Botolphs
on 11th December from 3pm when he will be singing again, along with many
other musical turns. It should be a really lovely afternoon, and if you haven’t got
your ticket yet then please talk to Ian Dewis or me and I promise you it will be an
uplifting afternoon and will set you up for Christmas. Trevor Hunnaball has
kindly agreed to cover expenses by way of sponsorship.
Finally there is another Tindall’s Tours outing to Carols at the Royal Albert Hall
on 17th December. It is a busy time but may all your Christmas shopping be
peaceful……

Ray
DIARY DATES:
December

January
March
April

May

1st
11th
13th
15th
17th
10th
14th
9th
30th

DG Terry Dean visits
Christmas celebration @ St Botolph’s, 3pm
Council
Christmas lunch with guests
Carol singing at the RAH - contact Alan T.
19.00 - 20.00 Council at The Rose & Crown Hotel
19.00 - 20.00 Council at The Rose & Crown Hotel
Frugal Lunch
Guests evening, Cudmore Grove Country Park,
East Mersea
7th-9th RIBI Conference, Manchester
23rd
RYLA Essex Central Rotary Youth Leadership Awards
Danbury
29th
RYLA Essex South Rotary Youth Leadership Awards
South Ockenden
6th
20.00 - Sun 7th May 2017 - 08.00 The Great Sleep
Out
7th
RYLA Essex North Rotary Youth Leadership Awards
East Mersea
19th-21st RYLA Awards Essex FINAL Danbury
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Whose baby?
Last time: President Ray correctly guessed it was, of
course, a happy, carefree Rodney Partington!

And this month? This little cherub recently
celebrated a big one …Put pen to paper and
send answers to the editors please by email,
carrier pigeon, etc

Julia helps REMIT
Julia Harding set out her stall of donated books from Forum
members in early November at Highwoods Community
Centre. She raised £70 which will go to REMIT (Rotarians
Eliminating Malaria in Tanzania). REMIT aims to raise
funds to provide chemically impregnated nets, insecticides
and medicines as well as HaemaCue machines to check for
malaria. Funding will be provided also for education and
awareness through the training of local workers who will go
into the villages to educate the local people in the way of
symptoms, treatments and prevention. The project is based
on getting the local people to take responsibility for the project and then supplying
the technical expertise and equipment required. The two Rotary clubs of Arusha are
the local partners. One Insecticide Treated Net (ITN) isn’t just for one person, with
their way of life four people sleep under one net, father mother two children,
grandparent etc. The cost is about £2.50 per net and REMIT asks the local people to
pay 67p which is 1000 Tanzanian shillings. The nets have got the Rotary logo on
which will hopefully deter people from selling them on, which is a big
possibility.The money Julia raised will definitely be of help in this extremely
worthwhile project.

Grandchildren’s sayings
My grandchildren believe I’m the oldest thing in the world. And after two or three hours
with them, I believe it, too.

Thought for the month:"Take criticism seriously, but not personally. If there is truth or
merit in the criticism, try to learn from it. Otherwise, let it roll right oﬀ you." - Hillary Clinton
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Following on from the well received item in the last OD with

Mike Aldir as our ‘target’, here is the next subject - RODNEY PARTINGTON

When did you join Rotary? I joined The Rotary
Club of Manchester North in 1974 and
"transferred" to Forum in 1977 being the first
joining member.

!Why did you join Rotary?

I suppose that I was
flattered to be asked. In those days there didn't
seem to be any shortage of potential members
willing to be the one to represent their profession
in a Rotary Club. I don't recall an information
meeting so the Object of Rotary dawned only after
a few months of membership in
Manchester. The joining procedure
has very much improved over the
last forty years!

!What do you think is the best thing

Rotary has done a) Internationally
& locally?
Without doubt, the
fight to rid the world of Polio.
Locally, youth work has featured
every year and is ongoing. I can
remember doing mock interviews
in the early eighties and going to
Youth Speaks in the nineties - both
have endured to the present, so we
must be doing something right.

Monday, Wednesday and Friday to study for a
professional qualification, The Chartered Institute
of Secretaries. Harold Buckley was the first person
to influence my life. The second was John Byrom,
the lecturer in Economics at Bolton Tech. One
Friday when I travelling home to Bury after night
school he sat next to me on the bus and asked me
would I like to work for Halifax Building Society.
As nobody in my family had ever owned house or
had any savings I hadn't a clue what the Halifax
was. John explained everything to me
and told me that the wage would be £6
a week which was 30 bob more than I
was getting at the Co-op, and they
would pay for me to continue my
studies. That was good enough for me!

!What

is the unlikely interest that
engages your curiosity?
Political
debates and brilliant orators.

!Who in history/now is the person you
would most like to buy a pint & a pie?
Winston Churchill.

!What piece of wisdom would you pass

!What

on to a child? When you are in a hole
stop digging.

!How would you describe Rotary to a stranger?

your life or character? The far reaching changes
in Building Society Law in 1988 which were the
root cause of the demise of the industry.

would you like to see it do - money
unlimited? Eliminate poverty and homelessness it's a nice dream anyway.
Thousands of like minded people all over the
world, individually diverse in all respects, trying to
improve the lives people less fortunate than
themselves.

!Is there an event that you can recall that altered

!What is the philosophy that underpins your life?
Try to be there when you are really needed and do
your best to help.

!What is your 'pet hate' that makes your hackles !Is there a book or poem that holds an everlasting
meaning to you? "They should have asked my
rise It's well known that I am not contentious!
husband" by Pam Ayres - I don't know why.
However, unwanted telephone calls from people
!What film could you watch again and again? I
speaking pigeon English trying to sell me solar
panels for our thatched roof and cavity insulation
for our wattle and daub walls, gets me to
screaming point!

!Who is the person/people who has/have influenced

you the most? When I left school at 16 I got a job
at the Co-operative Wholesale Society working in
the postal department. One morning Harold
Buckley the CEO appeared and instructed me to
follow him to his office, which I nervously did. He
told me that I was to be his junior and must attend
Bolton Technical College from 7pm to 10pm on

never remember films, and rarely go to a cinema .

How would you spend a fantasy 24 hours with no
travel restrictions?
The Isles of Scilly with
Glenda - we both love it there.

!What is the way you would like to be remembered?
Being fair, even handed and honest - however
some might think that it's a bit late now!

!Many thanks Rodney… and next month will be …
!!
!
!
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MEETING REPORT 3rd November - Headgate Theatre - Dawn & David King

!Dawn & David King visited us today to tell us

more about
The Headgate
Theatre in
C o l c h e s t e r.
‘The Headgate'
they told us is a
very adaptable
multi-purpose
building with a
variety of
attractive
spaces. It has
excellent
facilities and total access for the disabled including
Dawn explained the layout of the building
including a large airy room on the first floor
providing an excellent space for a variety of
activities from rehearsals to classes, from play
readings to practices called the Hervey Benham
Rehearsal Studios which appeals to actors,
musicians, dancers and those with less energetic
activities!
To complete the package there is a bar and lounge
along with a kitchen/tea room.
It was fascinating to learn the origins of the building
which was built as a Congregational Chapel in 1844
but the story of the
Headgate Theatre
began 23 years ago
when a group of
local people set up
the Theatre Arts
Action Trust to try
and find a
permanent home
for amateur theatre.
Although the
trustees spent many
years looking for a suitable building, they had no
success until 1999 when the local council found the
chapel. The council funded the purchase and gave
them a 25-year lease. In return, they had to raise the
£240,000 needed to convert the derelict venue into a
theatre. They secured £90,000 from the Lottery, and
£70,000 from the Hervey Benham Trust, and raised
the rest from auctions, fundraising events, donations,
old-time musicals and all sorts of other things. They
took possession in the autumn of 2000.
Between September 2001 and March 2002 a team of
about 30 volunteers worked flat out to turn their
dream into reality. The Headgate Theatre is now
regarded by some as an architectural gem, and an
attraction in its own right. The auditorium seats 87
people and is an intimate space that makes members
of audience feel as though they are part of the set.
The original altar area forms a stunning backdrop for
the stage, whilst six of the chapel's listed pillars are
utilised in the outer walls.

One of the conditions of
obtaining the lottery grant
was that they had to
‘employ'
a professional
artist - it could be a
p r o f e s s i o n a l d i r e c t o r,
choreographer, etc. so they
commissioned Gay
Hutchins, a local stained
glass window artist, to
design and produce a stained
glass window for the theatre.
They proudly illustrated the credentials of the theatre
with a nice bit of name dropping - Sir Ian McKellan
has been involved from the start.
The kinds of productions can you see at the Headgate
Theatre are classical music, drama, music, dance,
films, pantomimes, comedy or serious productions
and presentations and Acousticity whose monthly
sessions include some brilliant musicians in the lineup as well as amazing drama workshops for young
people, which really boost their talent and
confidence.
The opening event at the Headgate Theatre in 2002
was titled 'Two Chairs and a
Table'and involved different
amateur groups that had
contributed to the fundraising.
To c e l e b r a t e i t s t e n t h
anniversary the theatre held a
variety show culminating in a
Gala performance in April this
year. The show featured many
different contributors to the
success of the theatre over the
past ten years. Among those
who appeared were familiar
actors from Colchester Theatre
Group, Making Waves and Mad Hatter, plus singers
from Platform Musicals, but also dancers from
Catherine Pickering's School of Dance, musicians
from AcoustiCity, poets from Untapped Writers,
some of Carla Brown's music students, youngsters
from KATS, and even an excerpt from their film
Witchfinder.
Dawn & David many times stressed that there is only
one paid member of staff (box office assistant) and
everyone else is a volunteer. They praised the work
undertaken by the ‘backroom’ people (lighting, make
up, costumes, set design, etc) as they are so
important to the company snd all its productions and
really couldn’t function without them.
Those present felt they had learned a lot about the
theatre and would like to make more use of a
resource that doesn’t sound its trumpet loud enough.
We’ll all keep a close eye on future productions and
make sure we attend!
A good friend of the theatre - David Boyden - gave
an enthusiastic Vote of Thanks.
JP

!
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MEETING REPORT - November 10th - Mercury Theatre - Steve Mannix

!

Steve came along today to our lunchtime
meeting to tell us about ‘Mercury Rising’
which is an exciting project that will modernise
and transform the much-loved 500-seater
Mercury Theatre, safeguarding its future for
the whole community. Their
planned improvements include:!
1 Transforming the foyer so it’s a
bigger, lighter space which is
open all day!
2
Redeveloping the main
auditorium with extra seats!
3
Making all areas fully
accessible for the first time!
4 Creating a new café where you
can work and meet friends!
5
Building completely new
rehearsal and community spaces
equipped to support the best new talent!
6 Revamping and extending our backstage
facilities so they can
make even better
theatre.!
They have already
raised a fantastic £7m
thanks to support
from Arts Council
England, (£400,000 to
kick start the project,
with a further £3.6m to
follow in 2017 subject
to successfully progressing to the second
stage of the project), Colchester Borough
Council and (£1m in grant support to the
project, and will underwrite/guarantee a
further £1m loan if it is required), Essex
County Council (Essex
County Council have
supported the project
with a £1m grant from its
capital fund) and they
now have £1.7m left to
fundraise from trusts,
foundations, sponsors,
individuals and events.
Everything is going well to date with £73
raised in the first 2 months.!
Last year, Steve told us,123838 people went
through the theatre doors - a huge number of !

!
!

visitors. As well as the productions
professionally presented at the theatre, the
local community is encouraged to be involved
and engaged with the theatre in a variety of
ways. The feedback given at the end of
performances shows a 95% satisfaction rate
and the spread of
audiences is
from London to
Lincolnshire. The
“Made
in
Colchester”
brand went out
last year to 39
other towns and
cities in the UK.
Research has
shown that
21,203 visitors
were first time attendees. And the panto
season this year has been extended as it was
so popular last year.!
The Mercury employs 114 people with 110 of
them being Colcestrians - making them a
significant local employer. It was further
known that there is a £3.7 million spend into
the local economy as a result of visitors to the
theatre. !
With such an important place in the local
make up, it is important this new ‘Mercury
Rising’ project comes to fruition. They know
they have problems with the lift, the loos, etc
and production space (including wardrobe,
make up, scenery build, etc) is very tight
resulting in them bursting at the seams. The
spec for the new build is impressive and I
urge you to visit their website
(www.mercurytheatre.co.uk) for
detailed plans and updates on
progress (as well as its current and
future productions of course).
There will also be details soon of
the ‘buy a brick’ scheme. It is
hoped the project will be
completely finished by 2019/20.!
This new development will make
the venue fit for a 21st century theatre and,
more importantly, take them through the next
few decades as a venue of great importance
and continued value to Colchester.!
An upbeat Vote of Thanks was made by Tony
Dutch.
JP
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MEETING REPORT - November 17th - EAORA - Brian Bolton

!You don’t know what those letters stand for?

Shame on you!! Anyone with sea legs and salt in
their nostrils will know. The East Anglia Offshore
Racing Association. Even those land lubbers
amongst us digesting their steak
pie lunch found something
interesting in Brian’s presentation,
backed by historical and recent
photographs.
Brian sailed out of West Mersea
from the 1970’s and clocked up
thousands of sea miles over 20
years or so. In 1995, he studied the
administration of offshore racing
with the RYA and in 1998 became the principal
Racing Officer at EAORA.
Sailboat racing in East Anglia became popular in
the Victorian era for 2 or 3 reasons.
Wealth creation in London gave the
financial ability for people to pursue
this expensive pastime (with railways
providing the means of pursuit!)
Wooden boats tended to be easily
maintained on the extensive mudbanks
of our coastline and there was plenty of
recruits to crew with our extensive
fishing and barge activities. Yacht clubs
followed. Early records showed a race
1891 from Harwich to Lowestoft, the
winning boat receiving a £5 cash prize.
The pace of racing activity accelerated after the
second world war once the mines and military
defences were removed. It was however
uncoordinated which prompted a
conference of East Anglian clubs and
the formation of the organisation in
1950 (at the Crown and Anchor pub
in Ipswich) comprising 15 clubs. The
members of EAORA are the clubs
themselves (not individuals). The
first organised race (for the Pattinson
Cup) took place in May 1950,
followed by another 10 races that
year.
Brian showed us interesting photographic slides of
the sort of boats which compete, from 12 metre
yachts needing a substantial crew, to smaller sports
boats. Special mention was made of a West
Mersea boat, 28 feet long with a crew of 6 which

!

sailed the 90 nautical miles from Mersea to Ostend
and back in a record 8 hours 6 minutes. (Having
sailed myself and having secured a sense of self
congratulation, at averaging 5 knots, I fully
appreciate this staggering
achievement) The bigger the boat,
the more crew will be needed and
getting the people to be able to
dedicate the necessary time is a
problem.
Commonly, sailings will cross the
channel
to the French and
Belgium coasts and the sheltered
waters of Holland are naturally
attractive where racing activities of a week are
arranged. Races up our own coastline are also
undertaken. Following the Fastnet disaster,
EAORA was instrumental in laying down safety
procedures that are followed to reduce
the risk inherent in any open sea
crossing. Up to date communications
are now employed with the old rule
books being replaced by online
communications.
Brian finished up telling us the story of
the recent race from Harwich to
Lowestoft where Cosmic Dance (33ft)
was set to try and beat Apex. There was
a crew of only 3 and winds were up to
30 knots.. They started very badly,
missing the start line and were soon a
long way behind the competition. The waves were
huge . Some of the competing yachts retired, but
not Cosmic Dance.
However she was was
flattened twice by rough seas and
strong winds twice. The cockpit
filled with water, the electrics
failed and Brian had to hang on to
ropes to stop being swept
overboard. All looked lost but they
realised the electrics had been
switched off by the cooker which
had parted company from its
mountings when the boat was on
its side. With the power switched
back on, they bravely continued the race and
eventually finished the course. Only then did they
realise that Apex had retired leaving them to win
the series of races by a small margin.
Robert Jacklin gave an amusing anectodal Vote of
Thanks.
CNB
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A Drive in the Country by David London
Over the last few years a Sunday afternoon in
May/June has seen the above event appear in the
club’s diary. Next year it will be on May 28th. and,
for the benefit of the new “members” what follows
is a brief outline. For insurance purposes with your
car it is not a rally or race or even a competition.
There is a winner, but no prizes, just the
satisfaction of knowing you had the highest
number of points out of a possible
100. There is an entry fee - all the
monies go to the Essex Air
Ambulance. It is a family event,
bring older children they might,
like you, learn something – if
only what fiendish minds we
have.
For us, when we start organising this in the
autumn, there are three requirements:1.
The starting place, so far we have used
Hatfields car park and the Rose & Crown overflow
car park. This does give an indication roughly
where the route is going.
2.
The finish, this is a hostelry, a room for the
independent judge to mark the papers and
somewhere serving drinks/snacks or a full meal.
We have used a pub at Heybridge, the Thatchers
Arms at Mt. Bures and Milsoms at Dedham.
3.
One or preferably two suitable villages
between 1) & 2) for the participants to go
“walkabout” in search of clues and things!

roaming the same village - that
adds to the fun. What we have
yet failed to do is having drivers
pass each other on the correct
route to induce panic that one of
them is going the wrong way!
That’s part of the fiendish bit!
For next year with the finish
confirmed, we open principally
the local Ordnance Survey Landranger map No.
168 to have a look at a potential route before
driving it. It has been amazing each year how
some participants don’t have a map with them! It
is even more amazing how the ability leaves them
to read instructions or
count roads off their route.
The greatest distance mistravelled and yet still
reach the finish was over
50 miles (!) and you are
penalised a point for each
mile over. A more recent
consideration is not
having clues or questions
that can be answered by
“Googling” them. Get out there and find the
answers! So this has maybe whetted your appetite
or convinced you “no way”, which rather sums up
the navigational skills of some members!
“Outsiders” invited by the organisers take part and
we restrict it to twelve cars so, if interested, please
put the date in your new diary.

P.S. Anne and David London would like to wish all their
The problems come with 2) & 3), 2) is now
Rotary friends a Happy Christmas and a peaceful and
booked so we then link that over some 30-35 miles
healthy New Year. They will be giving a donation to a
back to 1) bearing in mind finding villages in
Rotary charity in lieu of sending cards
between. There is no concern of various groups
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

BUS PASS CHALLENGE
The support team for Tony Dutch's's recent
"Sponsored Bus Pass Challenge" have
presented him with a book of "50 Bus Pass
Journeys in Great Britain" - not that they
wanted him to be leave the Colchester area
for weeks!! The picture shows Ian (support
vehicle driver) handing over the book to
Tony, with Bill Frame and Mike Aldir keen
that he should take it!! So far, £1,800 has
been raised, and Tony is still accepting
further donations. Let’s see if we can hit
£2000!!
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Colchester Forum Rotary club’s 3rd Junior Choir competition

!It was a hot and humid hall

we all gathered in to see
the much anticipated final
of the Junior Choir
Competition, organised by
Forum’s Alan Rustage, at
t h e We s t o n H o m e s
(Colchester United)
stadium last week. There
was a tingle of excitement
in the air in the packed and
fully attended arena where
6 schools performed to an ever
increasing, year on year, high
standard.

whole event was sponsored
by a local legal firm,
Thompson, Smith &
Puxon, and McDonalds of
Colchester. We are hugely
grateful to both of these
companies who give so
generously.

Last year the adjudicators
could not separate the top
two teams and it was
THE WINNERS
jointly awarded then to Dedham
primary school and St. Thomas
Dedham CoE Primary School
More’s catholic primary school,
Colchester.
This year it was won
The competition was for primary and junior
by Dedham primary school. Their teacher
schools in Colchester & district and all the
and conductor was Laura Valentine.
children taking part were aged 7-11 years.
It really was a packed house at the stadium
Just under 500 children took part - a huge
for this Final, with about 600 people there. So
number - with schools from Colchester,
many times the stadium staff were seen
Chappel, Tiptree, Great Tey, Dedham, West
running off to get yet more chairs to add to
Bergholt, Great Horkesley, High Woods and
those laid out as more and more parents,
Nayland.
grandparents, friends and other family
At the start of every set each school choir had
members arrived to watch this, ever growing
to sing a set song, “Believe” by Lin Marsh.
in popularity, event. The children sang
This was so that the adjudicators could
magnificently and the audience was
compare like-for-like. They then went on to
enthusiastic in their applause. The standard
sing a second song of their own choice and
was excellent and the singing sent tingles
this was to a piano accompaniment (some
down your spine as the well-rehearsed and
The winner’s trophy
pianists were their own teachers some our
enthusiastic youngsters gave their all.
own Colin Bennett) or a
Our MP, Will Quince, treated
backing track.
us by singing to the children
Three heats had been held at
and parents "On the street
the Stanway Federation
where you live". He has a
Learning Centre and Thomas
magnificent voice and if he
Lord Audley school, in
ever decided to leave politics
Colchester with the top two
he could consider the world
schools going forward to this
of entertainment as a future
Final. Six schools reached
career. The children had no
the Final and they were:
idea this man who was
Baynards primary school,
standing in front of them was
THE JUDGES
Tiptree; Colchester High school;
their MP - he was just another adult
Dedham primary school; Heathlands
who was there to see them. It was a
Tony Bloom, Monica Thomas,
primary school, West Bergholt; St. Wade Ablitt and Ella D’Arcy-Jones complete joy to watch the children
Mary’s school for girls, Lexden; and
sitting on the floor in front of us.
St. Thomas More’s catholic primary
Their jaws dropped, they made
school, Colchester.
exaggerated motions of retrieving their jaws and
closing their mouths and sat in rapt attention as he
We were extremely fortunate to have join us the
sang with ease and strength. The applause for him at
Deputy Mayor, Cllr. Gerard Oxford, Deputy
the end nearly lifted the roof and it must have felt
Mayoress Cllr. Beverley Oxford, the town’s MP Will
good for Will too - how often does an MP get such a
Quince and our own President of Colchester Forum
rousing and appreciative reception?
Rotary Club, Ray Gamble. We were especially
grateful to have Will join us as his time is so limited
And, of course, Ron Jervis (another Forum Youth
these days.
Committee member aiding the event), was also there.
He has been championing the idea of a choir
The adjudicators were: Tony Bloom, Monica
competition and has helped at all the heats and final.
Thomas, Wade Ablitt and Ella D’Arcy-Jones and the
Ron was 90 the day before the final so it was natural
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that there would be a rendition of 'Happy Birthday'
which all the children sang to him.
The whole thing was being recorded for posterity by
students from Colchester Institute. The sad news is
the video will be edited down to a few minutes but it
will be well worth watching.
Our thanks also need to be extended to all the
teachers who supported this event and brought their
schools to the competition. Their enthusiasm and
commitment was easily transferred to the children.
The songs the children sang were sweet, sung with
clear diction but, above all, enjoyment. MP Will
Quince said afterwards “All the children have done
themselves, their teachers and their schools proud”.

!

*********************************************

1 December 2016

An ad hoc collection was made at the end of the
evening with £300 being raised for The Samaritans
and East Anglian Children’s Hospice.
It was truly another excellent Forum evening that not
only provided entertainment for those taking part but
also all the Forum members and families who
attended.
Thanks again have to be given to Alan Rustage for
superb organisation, Colin Bennett for tinkling the
ivories with such skill, Cas Morehen and his
committee for their hard work and all Forum
members who contributed to this annual, very
special, event.
JP
*********************************************

FREEWHEELERS by Marilyn Ward
Lunch November 24th

Once again we had a beautiful autumn day for our drive
out into the country. Full marks to Rachel for finding us
an excellent meeting place for our November lunch.
Seven of us settled down to dine in a private area at The
Anchor, Nayland which we visited as Freewheelers on a
previous occasion. Since then the business has changed
hands but there are still choices on the menu which make
use of their own smoke house. The menu offered several
options for a light lunch, favoured by most present and
the “grazing plate” together with spare ribs and fish
platter proved good value for money.
A pleasing aspect of our lunches is that there is no
compulsion to attend. This results in a changing group as
people attend when they want to. As a consequence this
leads to an interesting mix of conversational topics.

!

November 15th
Thanks are also due to Rachel for suggesting a visit to the
cinema to view a live transmission from the Royal Opera House
in London, which was being simultaneously broadcast to 27
different countries. Together with David Priest we enjoyed a
performance of The Tales of Hoffmann or rather Les Contes
d’Hoffmann as the opera was sung in French, fortunately with
English subtitles. It proved to be a long evening with three acts,
a prologue and an epilogue with two intermissions. The
presentation was excellent with interviews with cast members
and introductions to the story-lines. The music by Jaques
Offenbach was not well-known to me with the exception of the beautiful barcarolle “Belle nuit, ô nuit
d’amour.” A very pleasant and enjoyable evening.
Future Events : Wednesday 14th December - Christmas Lunch at Greyfriars, East Hill,
12.30pm. Contact Geraldine asap
Birthdays January 9th - Gwen Light

January 17th - Nancy Dean

