The Bulletin of the Rotary Club of Colchester Forum

1 October 2016

OBITER DICTA
President: Ray Gamble www.colchesterforum.co.uk

Club Meetings
October 2016
6th

Haven’s Hospices -

A SAD MONTH FOR
FORUM

Samantha Clayton
VoT/H: Colin Bennett
13th

The Battle of Trafalgar
Peter Clements

VoT/H: Bill Ward
20th

Memories of

David Judge
MBE

Mayflower Trust Sean Day

VoT/H Kit Hughes
27th

Business Meeting &
FC

And Nigel Offen

Object: Nick Clarke

!

November 2016
3rd

Headgate Theatre Dawn King

VoT/H: David Boyden
10th

Mercury Theatre

VoT/H: Mary Beverley
17th

East Anglian Offshore
Racing - Brian Bolton

VoT/H Robert Jacklin
24th
SGM & Business
Meeting & FC
Object: President

!

We received the sad news this
month of the deaths of two
Forum members. Inside we
carry some personal memories
of them both. Many caring
thoughts are with their families
today.

In this issue: President’s Ramblings, David Judge and Nigel Offen
Remembered, Firstsite, Rotary Foundation, Police Dog Training,
Mercury Theatre, ’Getting to know you’ and more!
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PRESIDENT’S RAMBLINGS
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EDITORIAL
Editors: Jo Portway
& Colin Bennett
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Another sad month with the news
of the deaths of Forum’s David
Judge and Nigel Offen We have
several pages of tributes to them
but no doubt President Ray will
receive more as the news spreads
Rotary-wide. We’ll miss them
both.

!

It’s October, but then you know that.
But, did you know it’s ‘Mouldy
Cheese Day’ on 9th and ‘Take Your
Teddy Bear to Work Day’ on 12th?
Makes you quiver with excitement at
the thought, doesn’t it?
And we’ve got Halloween to come
too - “My favourite time of year”
according to my 7 year old grandson
“because we get buckets of sweets”.
Hmm.
But a huge event this month has to
be the Senior Bus Pass Challenge led
by Tony Dutch and involving other
Rotary clubs. See his request on
page 10.
The times they are a changing … it
was very interesting to read the new
changes proposed by the Rotary
hierarchy especially those relaxed
rules surrounding attendance for
busy business people. One member
told me his father had to leave
Rotary because his job meant he
couldn’t keep up is attendance
requirement. Good decision to make
sensible changes but they should
have come sooner.
But, a big but …..you must read
President Ray’s Ramblings and,
along with me, applaud Jenny
Gamble for being such a courageous
and public spirited person. She
should be receiving big bouquets
from all of us.
JP
“October gave us a party
The leaves by hundreds came
The chestnuts, oaks and maples
and leaves of every name
The sunshine spread a carpet
and everything is grand
Miss Weather led the dancing
Professor Wind, the Band”.
Geo. Cooper

I am writing this in mid-September having just returned from a wee break in Dorset –
one of my favourite counties. Whilst there Jenny and I witnessed the worst thunder
and lightning storm that we have ever experienced. We also experienced coming
across the Iron Man competition that completely gunged up traffic around Dorchester
and the A35, so much so that we could not get to the little deserted coastal village of
Tynham that I know well but Jenny has never seen.
I expect a number of members know the history of the place. It was a working village
that the MOD took over in the second world war and forced the villagers to depart.
The church and the school house are still there as are a number of properties now
falling into ruin. The villagers were never allowed to return and the MOD only allow
the public to visit occasionally, and hence my annoyance at the Iron Man Race
mucking up my special day that I had planned for Jenny. Apart from these events we
had a lovely time!

We cut short the holiday and came back Thursday evening (thus I missed Rotary
and I am sure that Peter did a great job in the chair) because Jenny was invited to
attend Essex Police HQ on the Friday in order to receive a Chief Constable’s
Commendation. I will quote what the lovely framed plaque says:
“In May 2015, Jenny Gamble and Michelle Sadler were walking
their dogs in Colchester when they saw a man acting suspiciously
near a wooded area. In light of their local knowledge about
murders taking place near the location they decided to call the
police, and waited until the officers arrived to ensure they were
able to locate the man. He was arrested and confessed to killing
both James Attfield and Nahid Almanea and was sentenced to 27
years imprisonment. Jenny Gamble is commended for her quick
thinking and public spirited actions whilst assisting police to
locate and arrest a highly dangerous offender”.

The commendation says it all and I was both proud and dead chuffed to
accompany my wife to Chelmsford for the ceremony. It takes a special person to
do what they did and I’m thrilled she has been recognised for such a brave and
selfless action.
It is with great sadness and regret that I write this small paragraph that cannot
possibly do justice to David Judge's passing. What a contribution he has made to
Rotary and what a fight he put up against the cancer. A truly great Rotarian to the
last. Our thoughts and sympathies are with Christine and the family.
We have also been notified of the passing away of Nigel Offen after a brave fight
against cancer. Anyone who heard his "My job" talk will appreciate that not only
was he a fine surgeon & CEO at Essex Rivers but that his talk was so fascinating
that he gave a second talk by popular demand. We are sorry that he wasn’t with
us longer and our thoughts go out to Sharon who was so supportive to Nigel
during his illness, and also to his family.
Ray
DIARY DATES:
October

November

6th
19th
24th
24th
1st
3rd
3rd
7th
8th
8th
10th
24th

Youth & Community Committee Meetings
District Council Meeting at Writtle College
Senior Bus Pass Challenge
3 day teaching food programme - Colchester Institute
International Committee Meeting
Youth & Community Committees Meetings
Junior Choir Heat 1
Club Service Committee Meeting
Council Meeting
Junior Choir Heat 2
Junior Choir Heat 3
Junior Choir Final at Weston Homes Stadium
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David Arthur Judge MBE – Reflections.

As with many others, I first met DAJ in Jacklin’s
Restaurant, on a Thursday lunchtime in early 1974,
during the formative days of Forum. David, who was
born and spent his lifetime in Colchester – being proud
to be part of “Britain’s Oldest Recorded Town” - was
already a longstanding friend and colleague of Hugh
Markham, his early mentor, and the “founding father of
Forum”.
In those days, David shared an office with
Hugh at the rear of Markham Office
Equipment Ltd (MOEL), further down the
High Street from Jacklin’s, before later
becoming Managing Director. They also
shared an on-going interest in the Scouting
(particularly the 17th Colchester Sea
Scouts), the Colchester Tattoo and the annual
Remembrance Day Poppy Appeal. David’s
enthusiasm and work ethic were infectious
and he quickly brought them to Forum and
other community and international projects.
In his family life, Nadine and David moved, with their
daughter Christine, to Kingsford and started major work
on their new home, later to be developed further by
John & Jill Parsonson!
My own involvement
with David grew, outside
Forum, following MOEL
o ff e r i n g t o s p o n s o r
Colchester Basketball
Club, after we achieved
national league status.
Then, in 1982 with both
Colchester Basketball
and 17th Colchester
looking for a new home
we combined interests
and opened the Arena, which served the Colchester
community for 30 years. Amongst many other clubs and
organisations, it became the home for Colchester Trinity
and a second home for Forum. David’s loyalty, support
and concern for Lynne and I during this time were
always appreciated.
David’s service in Rotary both at Club and District level
continued
and
he
became
President of
Forum in
1984/85 and
then acted
as District
Extension
Officer,
overseeing
the birth of
Trinity in 1986/87. One of the major initiatives from
his time as President was supporting Olive Jeffries with
her work in Southern India and David led the support of

Forum and the wider Rotary Community for Good
Foundation over some 30 years. His love of travel was
never far from the surface and included founding
“Judge Travel” as a service primarily directed at Rotary
and Scouting. He was always confident, pro-active and
out-going but the tragic loss of Nadine left him more
introvert and remote for a quieter period in his life. No
doubt his Christian
belief helped at this
time and he continued
to regularly attend
Layer Church, with
Christine, until recent
days.
Meeting and then
marrying the second
Christine of his life,
complete with a
surprise wedding
reception at the Moot
Hall, gave him a new purpose and rekindled his drive
and enthusiasm. He served as District Governor for
1999/2000, was made a Paul Harris Fellow by Forum
the same year and then in the 2004 Queen’s Birthday
Honours List was made an MBE for services to Rotary
International, Scouting Worldwide and the Community
of Essex. The sale of MOEL gave him the added
independence to take on numerous duties and offices
within RI and RIBI and he and Christine travelled the
Rotary world. Forum soon learnt that “Greetings from
Club’s Visited”, regularly meant an RI jacket clad
David rising to announce “Christine and I visited and
bring greetings from
. . . . .”
Outside of Rotary,
he maintained
contact with and
helped local people
and organisations
wherever possible,
including Olive
Jeffries and those he
has helped will miss
his strength.
David & Christine at a

Whilst he travelled widely, he Forum gathering
never lost interest and
commitment to Forum, even
in recent months where despite his health and mobility
problems he continued to attend and contribute to
meetings and discussions. His positive attitude has
been a great example to us all – as has been his service
to Rotary and the local community. Our thoughts are
with both Christines at this time and “DAJ” will forever
be a cornerstone of Forum.
I know, right now, that whoever he is meeting he will be
extending “Greetings from Colchester Forum”

John Lloyd
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David Judge, MBE - Personal memories
I had the pleasure of knowing David for many years.
Although we were born within a few days of each other in
1938, I did not get to know him until the early 1960’s, when
he was working at Markhams, and already a leading light in
the Junior Chamber. Later, we worked together on Colchester
Community fund, organisers of the Carnival and Tattoo indeed until it folded in the late 1990’s. By this time, David
was already heavily involved (among many other things!) in
Rotary, being a founder member of Colchester Forum Club.
He served with distinction as District Governor in 1999-2000,
and in recent years has been Chief Sergeant-at-Arms for the
Past District Governors’ Re-Union, held at the same time as
the RI assembly in San Diego in January. He gave great
service to Rotary, Scouting, his church, and community life in
Colchester generally, and I, together with very many others,
will miss a good friend.
PDG Ian McMeekan
One thing all of us would agree about David is that he was the
most devoted Rotarian most of us have known. His
enthusiasm for all aspects of the Rotary movement was in a
way quite extraordinary. This also extended to his interest in
and work for scouting and in his business activities. It was
evident from the early days of Forum when he helped to
organise one of the caravan trips to the Italian earthquake
disaster that he wanted to be a truly international Rotarian. He
made friends and got on so well with our Italian counterparts.
Since then his career in Rotary has scaled the heights and he
became well known in Rotary circles in so many countries,
making friends all over the world. At all times he carried the
banner for Forum which was always very much his first base,
and his reports (albeit often somewhat lengthy!) became a
regular feature of our Club life and will be much missed, as
will David himself. He has been a great ambassador for
Forum.
Robert Jacklin

I have known
David Judge
ever since I
first came to
Colchester in
1967, first as a
patient, then as
a fellow member of Forum but
always, I hope, as a friend. He had
a daughter, Christine, with his first
wife Nadine. Nadine died
tragically and this was a great blow
to David and I was privileged as
his doctor to help him through this difficult time. David was
always deeply involved with Scouting, having joined the
17th Colchester Sea Scouts at the age of 10 and remained
associated with them for the rest of his life. Because of his
interest in the sea he made a special effort to do his national
service in the Royal Navy serving on the cruiser HMS
Gambia, attending their reunions as often as he could. His
interest in Scouting led to his becoming one of the founders
of the International Fellowship of Scouting Rotarians &
served as their chairman. The King of Sweden also
acknowledged David’s scouting record by inducting him into
his Baden Powell International Fellowship at a castle in
Denmark. His career has been detailed above. He became a
protegé of Hugh Markham and joined with him in many
charitable activities. David was for many years the leading
light in Colchester for the Poppy Appeal. He was made an
MBE for services both to charity and to Scouting. David
was one of the founder members of the Rotary Club of
Colchester in 1975 with Hugh Markham of the Colchester
club as the sponsor. He served as club President in 1984-85
L: David and
Christine with
Olive Jeffries in
Madurai in

and, after several District Officer posts, as District Governor
in 1999-2000. His choice of venue for his District
Conference was typically for David, at Portsmouth with a
major highlight being a reception on board the newly
restored HMS Warrior. Rotary was a large part of David’s
life and he was joined in this by his second wife, Christine,
and there is no doubt that together they were a very happy
and loving couple. David and Christine travelled the world
for Rotary visiting RI Conferences, promoting Scouting and
arranging travel for many British Rotarians to these events.
Right to the very end of his life David continued to attend
Forum, even
when he had
to
be
chauffeured
to committee
meetings and
lunches.
Although he
was suffering
from the
effects of his
Founder Members of Forum
illness and the drastic
treatments he was given he
was still, as he always had been, cheerful and optimistic. As
I drove him to lunch one day he said that he had a choice. He
could just give in or he could keep going as he always did to
enjoy whatever was left of his life.
Bill Ward
I first got to know David
in the early sixties, he
was involved in Junior
Chamber and I was in
King Coel’s Kittens. We
were organising a large
Firework display in the
lower Castle park and
needed help in managing
the gates in the upper
park. We were both
David receives his MBE from i n v i t e d t o j o i n t h e
Prince Charles
Colchester Community
Fund Committee which
organised the annual Carnival and Colchester Military Tattoo.
He never lacked enthusiasm in organising people or
equipment to ensure these events would be a success. Over
the years he got to know an ever increasing circle of people,
who he could call upon to help or, give advice on nearly any
subject When Colchester Rotary Club was asked to form a
new Rotary Club in Colchester, Hugh Markam the Extension
Officer, asked David if he was interested in becoming a
Rotarian. Hugh asked David for names of young business men
in the town and gradually there were 29 names that made up
the founder members of Forum. Through the years since 1975,
David has chaired most committees in the club, was President
in 1984/85 and District Governor for Rotary International.
David kept his involvement with Scouting all his life and was
bestowed a ‘Member of the British Empire’ for his services to
this and Rotary. David always actively involved himself in all
aspect of Rotary and would endeavour to attend lunches or
committees whenever he could. Even during his long and
recent illness he would always drive himself to attend, and
when asked why he would drive himself so hard, he replied
“If you don’t, you might as well just give up”. This fully
reflected David’s attitude to everything he was involved in
and he will be sorely missed by us all.
Louis Thorp
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NIGEL OFFEN

!Nigel had been with us in Forum for a relatively

short time of 4 years. However I had known and
initially met Nigel when he was Chief Executive at
Colchester Hospital some 20 years ago when he
would come and meet with Councillors to discuss
how the Hospital was performing. Nigel always
struck me then as someone who knew what he was
talking about yet was patient with those
Councillors who
often
asked
irrelevant questions
about the Hospital. I
have to say there
was no question of
thinking anything
other than it was a
well run and
m a n a g e d
organisation under
Nigel’s control.
Nigel trained
initially as a Doctor
at Barts and moved
into Surgical work at
Nigel at a Forum Mock
Interviews Day
Whipps Cross
Hospital and those of
us who heard his talks about his job will well
remember the amusing stories he told of being
both a medical student and as a young surgeon.
Nigel loved
cricket and I
have fond
memories of
spending a
day with him
at Lords
watching
England stuff
the Aussies in
a one day
match. The
other memory
Nigel campaigning for his
I have of that day is being residents
amazed at the amount and
variety of food he brought with him prepared not
only by Sharon but himself as Nigel loved
cooking. His signature dishes were Goulash and
Pashka a Russian pudding full of thousands of
calories.
In his later years Nigel became a Local Councillor
representing Shrub End Ward for 8 years and his

!

talent was quickly recognised and he was
appointed to the Cabinet as a portfolio holder.
During that time he helped bring back the Carnival
procession to Colchester and was heavily involved
in the armed forces community covenant with the
Garrison. Unfortunately Nigel’s health began to
deteriorate and he had to relinquish this role last
year.
The last
few years
w e r e
difficult
for Nigel
as his
condition
worsened
but he
h a d
fantastic
support
f r o m
Nigel & Sharon marry surrounded by
S
haron
Giles & Toby.
and they
g
o
t
married last year having been together for some
time.
Nigel made a significant contribution to the
community in his Medical role and his work on
Colchester Council fulfilling the Rotary ideal
of service.
Bill Frame
And a very personal message from one of his
sons:
Our dad has been battling prostate cancer for
many years now and an infection proved too
much for him to handle. He passed away
peacefully on Friday night with Sharon by
his side (as she had been all week).
Nigel leaves behind his two sons (Toby and
Giles) and three grandchildren (Joseph, Grace and
Lucinda) and of course his loving and devoted
wife Sharon who has been just incredible over this
past difficult year.
Sharon and I went through all the contacts on his
computer on Friday - and there are many - but if
there are people we have missed that would want
to know or may want to attend the funeral, please
do let us know.
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Whose baby?
Last time: Did you guess the cherub? It was, of
course, Peter Powell

!
!
!

CONGRATULATIONS
Our hearty congratulations go
to Rose & Tony Dutch seen here
celebrating their 50th Wedding
Anniversary. We think Rose has
done remarkably well to last the
course with Tony but he says
“She’s just a lucky girl!”

And this month? Put
pen to paper and send
answers to the editors
please by email,
carrier pigeon,
etc

FORUM COMPLETES MORE MOCK JOB INTERVIEWS
It was a great turn out of 11 Rotarians from Colchester Forum and indeed
a pleasure to assist with the mock interviews at Colchester High School
again this year. There was a wide range of careers among the candidates
and a high calibre of very articulate and confident students with great
career aspirations. It was particularly noticeable that none were going to
take a gap year
and several had
already set out
their thoughts
as to how to
train into their
c h o s e n
profession,
which involved
a wide variety
of
career
o p t i o n s
including
researched
g r a d u a t e
employment
schemes. They all seemed very committed to taking full advantage of the
opportunities available to them. All the students and Rotarians had an
enjoyable experience. Colchester High School highly appreciated our
Rotarian’s time and support working with their students and commented
that the feedback they received from the students was excellent and very
positive.
Lyndee Oscar
(Picture above shows Forum members (they’re the old ones), pupils (they’re the

!

young ones) and staff at Colchester High School.

Thought for the month:

You take your life in your own hands, and what happens? A terrible thing, no one to blame.” – Erica Jong
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Getting to know you ….RON JERVIS

!

Following on from the well received item in the last OD with David London as our target which received
some plaudits from members and others, here is the next subject - Ron Jervis

!

When did you join Rotary? April 1980.
Why did you join Rotary? I was invited by Peter Blake
to a Forum function at Colchester Castle, and somehow
ended up opening Champagne bottles. Having strong
“Farmers hands” and being
rather fond of MOET, I was kept
busy and the next day got invited
to Jacklins. Then I was in.!!

What is the unlikely interest that engages your
curiosity? No longer curious.
Who in history/now is the person you would most like to
buy a pint & a pie? TV. Presenter KATE HUMBLE.
Kate's Parents are very old friends, but I
have not met up with Kate since she was
a baby.!Kate's travels are particularly
fantastic.

What do you think is the best
thing Rotary has done a)
Internationally & locally? The
POLIO Campaign has to be the
most successful Internationally.
Locally I would opt for the
present Choir Project being run
so well by Allan Rustage. I
would also mention “The Way
Ahead”, but
then
I would
promote both having been
involved with the original
ideas!!

What piece of wisdom would you pass on
to a child? Pass, I am not very wise.
Is there an event that you can recall that
altered your life or character? Easy.! I
was evacuated from East London 2 days
before WW2 was declared.12 years old. I
was also responsible for a 5 year old
Brother and had him in one hand, Gas
Masks and attache case in the other.!We
were hosted by the Mead family in
Ardleigh, on a small Poultry farm for
most of the War. Instead of leaving my
Grammar School in Forest Gate E.
London and joining a City firm , I spent
3
years in the Borough Treasurers
Colchester at age 15 and after 3 years in
the Royal Navy, aged 18, I ended
up joining the Mead family in
Poultry farming.

What would you like to see it do
- money unlimited? I have been
talking to a Cambridge M.P. after
seeing her on T.V talking
of the large numbers of
unaccompanied children
refugees in Calais and
Europe and their plight.
I have advised her of the
Rotary structure in
R.I.B.I and the
Foundation funds.
I
hope that she might enlist
our 1.2 million members
to help solve this
problem, on the lines of
the POLIO project.
How would you describe Rotary to a stranger?
SERVICE ABOVE SELF and THE OBJECT OF
ROTARY.
What is you 'pet hate' that makes your hackles rise? “
LESSONS WILL BE LEARNED FROM THIS” (NHS
and other orgs)
Who is the person/people who has/have influenced you
the most? My Wife Angela and three Children, Louise,
Nick and Russell.

!!
!

What is the philosophy that
underpins your life? At aged 90
in November, philosophy is all
about where did I put my pills,
and having my Pacemaker
checked.
Is there a book or poem that
holds an everlasting meaning to
you? Cannot remember a Book
nor poem that does that.
How would you spend a fantasy 24 hours with no travel
restrictions?
There is a Log Cabin in the Rocky
Mountain Foothills, nr Calgary, Alberta, Canada that
Angela and I have spent many hours in the past. 24
hours would not be long enough, but would be heaven.
Deer in the forest, Cattle in the meadows, silence, and a
backdrop of the Rockies.
What is the way you would like to be remembered?

Ron kept the Rotary “Four Way Test”.

!!

JP
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MEETING REPORT

1st September - Len Nieuwenhuis- Rotary Foundation
Len was a very welcome return speaker, reminding
us about our own Charity and explaining
the process of simplification in recent
times.
In the long life of the foundation, over $3.2
billion has been paid out, changing the
lives of millions of people around the
world. Rotary tends to hide its
achievements so whist these are
significant, they do not get the publicity
which would make our work better known.
Up until 2013, there were up to 13
different types of grant but this has been
simplified to just two : Global and
District.. Grants generally cover
six main areas of focus :- Peace
and conflict prevention/resolution,
Disease prevention and treatment,
Water and sanitation, Maternal and
child health, Basic education and
literacy, Economic and community
development.
Len gave us useful examples of
grants and how funding was
matched at both global and district
levels. Mention was made of our own District grant
of £2000 which was gratefully received at Forum for
our Young Carers programme.
On the collection side, club donations are collated
at District level and the funds are invested for 3
years (designed to cover costs). After 3 years,
50% comes back to District and 50% goes into the
World fund.
The polio scheme is on going with the Gates
Foundation still matching our contributions to this
cause. Eradication is within reach with only 23
cases recorded last year.
Our costs are very low making any donations a
worthwhile consideration for members, all the

more so since a part of the money potentially
comes back to us.
It was good news to hear that as a club,
Forum has contributed something in
excess of $100 per member for the last 3
years. This is well above the average
figure of $57 for our district. The $100
figure per member is of some
significance since that is the qualifying
amount needed to be a Sustaining
Member of the Foundation.
During
questions Len did his best to clarify
what is clearly a muddy situation. Kevin
told us we have only 2 Sustaining
Members in the club apparently
because our above average
contributions are made through the
club (with the benefit of Gift Aid)
rather than through individual
contributions which would bring
the status of
Sustaining
Membership. I guess that if all our
members changed to paying direct,
our Sustaining Membership numbers would go up
at the expense of our overall club contributions
which are above average at the moment. But
paying direct would save our treasurer a lot of
work!! Applications for Sustaining Membership
can be found on the RIBI website.
Len reminded us not to forget the Foundation
when making our Wills. All money thus acquired
is invested, the income from which is a permanent
endowment for the good causes which benefit such
a wide spectrum of society.
Ian gave a very appropriate vote of thanks,
embodying an invitation for Len to return to us in
the future. (and hopefully to avoid a frugal lunch
day if he has an appetite!).
CB

Our thanks to Nick Clarke for the following:

FACEBOOK FOR THE SENIOR GENERATION
For those of my generation who do not / can / cannot comprehend why Facebook exists, I am trying to make
friends outside of Facebook while applying the same principles.
Therefore, every day I walk down the street and tell passers-by what I have eaten, how I feel at the moment,
what I did the night before, what I will do later and with whom. I give them pictures of my family, my dog
and of me gardening, taking things apart in the garage, watering the lawn, standing in front of landmarks,
driving around town, having lunch and doing what anybody and everybody does every day.
I also listen to their conversations, give them the “thumbs up” and tell them I like them. And it works just like
Facebook.
I already have 4 people following me: two police officers, a private investigator and a psychiatrist.
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MEETING REPORT - 8th September - Sally Shaw - Firstsite

Director of firstsite Sally
Shaw came to us today
to give an update on its
future programmes.
Originally an artist
herself, Sally was
appointed in April this
year and has an
impressive CV including
head of programme at
Modern Art Oxford,
former deputy head of
culture for Mayor of London Boris Johnson,
commissioning artwork for London Underground, led
the Fourth Plinth project in Trafalgar Square, studied at
Goldsmiths college and decided that the management
and promotion of art was her long term goal and where
she wanted to be. She has a wealth of experience at
receiving feedback on the projects she has undertaken
and believes that has put her in good stead for the job at
firstsite!
Founded in 1994, firstsite’s original home was
Colchester’s eighteenth-century Minories building.
From this base, their innovative programme of
exhibitions and professional development for artists
began to grow, and to flourish. In 1996, firstsite became
the first visual arts organisation to dedicate an entire
gallery to schools’ art; and education and participation
remains central to their mission.
She talked about the future - not just the programmes
and events at firstsite - but the surrounding area and the
cultural development of Colchester.
firstsite's success in reaching out to new audiences for
contemporary art drew in tens of thousands of visitors,
and by the early
noughts and it
become clear
they
had
outgrown the
Minories. In
2003 a capital
partnership that
included Arts
C o u n c i l
E n g l a n d ,
Colchester Borough Council, Essex County Council,
the East of England Development Agency, and the
University of Essex was formed. The partnership agreed
that a new centre for the visual arts should be the
lynchpin of a masterplan to develop a creative quarter
to the east of Colchester's historic centre. An ambitious
building programme got underway, which would
provide a permanent home for firstsite, and form part of
Colchester's future heritage.
Today, firstsite is a national leader in commissioning
new art, providing innovative learning opportunities,
and supporting the professional development of local
and regional artists, as they fulfil their role to bring the
transformative power of art to everyone.

!

Their integrated programme of work includes projects,
exhibitions and publications by established and
emerging artists, as well as extensive learning
opportunities and artists’ support initiatives.
One such programme is is looking at the “Essence of
Essex” (go to http://www.firstsite.uk.net/page/
photography-competition for more information and to
take part).
Sally said some of the exhibitions will travel around
Essex - not just sitting and waiting for people to go to
firstsite. Sally also spoke with passion about a big
schools project for people over the next 18 months on
‘British Values’ covering topics such as manners, music
and art, the law, food & drink, etc.
There will also be an exhibition on tattoos (“very
popular these days as an art form”) - another example of
art going out to
meet the world.
firstsite itself has
an interior
promenade
carries visitors
from the vast
entrance space
which comprises
exhibition space
and a shop selling
creative gifts,
through the outer curve of the building, to the gallery
spaces. The building is lit throughout with natural light,
using wide glazing on the inside arc, high-level
‘clerestory’ windows in the Mosaic space and
restaurant, and on the outside arc, by a narrow strip of
glazing at floor level that maximises the use of daylight
from morning until dusk. firstsite’s state-of-the-art
auditorium seats 190 people and boasts a six-metre tab
tension screen. And i has to be remember that there is
also ‘The Mosaic space’ at the heart of the building The Berryfield Mosaic, a Roman
artefact unearthed in 1923 on the
site on which the building now
stands. The Mosaic has been
painstakingly cleaned and
returned to its original home, as
firstsite’s only permanent exhibit.
Sally hoped that all art in its
various forms will be seen at
firstsite in the future - not just
contemporary art.
There is obviously a lot more to
be said about first site but unfortunately Sally ran out of
time and President Ray said he hopes she will be able to
come back and see us again and pick up where she left
off. A hearty vote of thanks was delivered by Louis
Thorp and said it is wonderful to have Sally at the helm
of firstsite and she is “a breath of fresh air for
Colchester”.

!!

JP
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MEETING REPORT - 15th September -

Colchester Round Table 367 - Lee De’Ath

!

In place of President Ray, Vice President Peter
welcomed our speaker Lee
De’Ath from Colchester
Round Table 367 who came to
talk to us today and felt
immediately at home as so
many members of Forum were
367 members around a
hundred years ago. Lee told us
RT is a social group which is
also a registered charity. The
club members are all men who
live in Colchester and its
surrounding area and who are
aged between 18-45 and they
meet up to three times a month for
social activities and for occasional
charitable fund raising activities.
On the 2nd and 4th Monday of each
month they meet for activities such
as: - Archery - Go Karting - Gliding
- Canoeing - Beer and curry nights Bowling, etc

They also meet for a social night out on the first
Friday of every month in Colchester town centre and
say these evenings are normally a great way to end
the working week and an even better way to start the
weekend.
Lee told us Round Table was founded in 1927 after an
inspirational speech by the Prince of Wales (Prince
Edward, later Edward VIII). Locally the first one
formed was in Norwich. Internationally it has 34,000
members in 60 countries. There are two ‘tables’ in
Colchester. But anyone joining Round Table in the early
days wouldn’t recognise it now as so many things
within it have changed ‘dramatically’. For starters no
formal regalia is worn, many RT traditions have gone,
and Facebook is used regularly.

It was reported that the Round Table struggles with
increasing its numbers.
Lee informed us that, like Rotary,
people join RT for a variety of
different reasons.
They are involved in the community
locally by doing thing such as coorganising the Colchester Carnival.
This raises money which they give
back to local good causes and they
organise the Christmas collections
when they visit different parts of
Colchester each evening with Santa
himself, a sleigh and Christmas
music.
Lee says people join Colchester Round
Table 367 because they wanted to try
new sports and activities and meet a
group of like minded people who want
to enrich their lives as well as help the
community.
As well as locally, Round Table is able
to work reciprocally with other
counties.
£3.3 million is raised in the UK per year by Round
Tablers - around £10,000 locally.
Lee listed the local charities they have been supporting
as well as other local good causes.
All in all he is very happy to be a member of Round
Table as it produces the opportunity to have new
experiences, make local and international friendships,
development business contacts, develop life skills and
contribute something into the community.
Andrew Crayston gave a rousing vote of thanks to Lee
for his speech today and noted just how similar in ethics
and events Round Table is to Rotary. And on that note
will welcome Lee and any of his RT colleagues to join
Forum when the time is right!
JP

Senior Bus Pass Challenge
Having returned from a holiday I am now actively arranging the above. There are only three confirmed teams at
present entering from Colchester, Centurion & Forum clubs. I did invite clubs from the surrounding area some of
which indicated they would participate but to date have not yet confirmed. Each club can collect for its own charity
- we are supporting one of President Ray’s chosen charities – the local Samaritan group. I have circulated a sponsor
sheet which I would ask all members if they can try to gain some sponsorship in order to reach my target of at least
£1,000. I know that some of you are not keen on asking friends etc. for sponsorship, however I find that most people
are willing to donate if the cause is a good one & surely this is. So go on and have a go at the worst people can say
no. I am grateful for those that have already shown their support. Last year we raised £4,500 for the Cancer Care
Centre but much of this came from other local clubs so hence the lower target for this year. The idea is to see how
far you can get leaving Colchester at 0900 and returning by Midnight using only a Senior Bus Pass. There is no
restriction where anyone can travel and the winning team will be the one that covers the most miles. I am again
being supported by my back up team of Ian Dewis, Peter Powell and Bill Frame. It would be great if our club can
cover the most miles and raise the most money.Thanks for all your support.
Tony Dutch
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MEETING REPORT - 29th September
BOB NEEDHAM – POLICE DOG TRAINING
We were very
fortunate to
have
Bob
Needham stand
in at late notice
and give us a
very interesting
talk on Police
Dog Training.
He became
Colchester's
Town Crier in
October 1997 and is a member of The Loyal
Company of Town Criers and Chairman of the
Ancient and Honourable Guild of Town Criers. He
likes to compete in Town Crier Competitions
whenever he can and has had the pleasure of
representing Colchester extensively in the UK, on the
European Continent and also in Australia! On the
competition front,
he has been
E u r o p e a n
Champion, twice
Champion of the
Guild of Town
Criers, thrice
South of England
Champion and
thrice Ely's East
of England
Champion.
Additionally, winning trophies have been brought

back to Colchester from events at Bromyard, Belper,
Melton Mowbray, Nuneaton & Bedworth, City of
Peterborough and Zwolle, Holland.
Bob, who hails from Wivenhoe, started out his police
career in Upminster and moved around the south
west of the county before being offered the
opportunity to work in Colchester.
Most of his career was as a police dog handler and
trainer and he clearly had very much enjoyed his job.
He emphasised that the two key things that the dogs
needed to be were obedient and agile and the training
is very much focussed on these two areas. The main
attribute that the dogs have
is an amazing sense of
smell and this is used to
follow trails that can be
some hours or even later.
They are also very good at
keeping unruly people in
their place. I can’t think
why!
He demonstrated the long
harness that is attached to
the dogs when they are
following a scent. He also
explained how important
an ordinary ball is in training and this is often the
only reward a dog gets for doing its job.
I am sure that if Bob had more time he would have
been able to relate many anecdotes about his career.
TD

ROTARY SHELTERBOXES TO SYRIA
In Syria, where a civil war has been raging since 2011, more than 6,000 people
flee the country every day. As of September, more than 4.1 million people have
become refugees, and 7.6 million more have been internally displaced.
“The plight of Syria’s refugees is a litmus test for the world's compassion,” says
Rotary International General Secretary John Hewko. “Rotary members
worldwide are profoundly disheartened by the refugee crisis now unfolding in
Syria and other parts of the world,” which the United Nations has described as
the worst in decades.
“Rotary is following the situation closely,” Hewko says. “We know our
members have an inherent desire to act, to relieve the suffering and uncertainty
that displaced individuals and families are facing. We call on you to respond as Rotarians have for more than 100
years: to use your professional skills and acumen, leverage your connections to other leaders, and mobilize your local
communities to provide the necessary resources and funding to address the humanitarian crisis.”
Rotary members can donate to the disaster relief efforts of our project partner ShelterBox. The organization has
supported the Syrian relief effort for nearly four years and is working with other agencies to continue distributing
relief materials. ShelterBox is also working with communities in Greece to provide aid and supplies to displaced
people passing through the region. Says Hewko: “We appreciate our clubs and members for their support, helping the
millions of displaced people find shelter and rebuild their lives and communities. Every refugee is in our hearts and
minds.”
Rotary News 5-Oct-2015

