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Club Meetings
December 2017

7th

Fellowship meeting

14th

Will Jenkins on Castle
Park Events.

VOT/Host and Grace. Tony Dutch
21st

Christmas lunch with
guests

28th

No meeting.

!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Merry Christmas!
President Peter wishes all in Forum, friends &
families a healthy, happy and peaceful
Christmas & New Year
January 2018

4th

Fellowship Afloat -

Charitable Trust / Sarah Case
VoT/Grace/Host: Kit Hughes
11th

Focus Interview -

Stephen Penrose/David London
VoT/Grace: President
18th

Colchester Arts Centre -

Anthony Roberts
VoT/Host/Grace: Mary Beverley
25th

!
!
!

Business Meeting

4th Annual Choir Competition
The Winners!
St Thomas More’s Catholic Junior School
see page 6
In this issue: President’s Ramblings, Colchester Institute, Choir
Competition, John Burton, Essex & Herts Air Ambulance,
Freewheelers and more!
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PRESIDENT’S RAMBLINGS

!

!
Editors: Jo Portway
EDITORIAL

!!

Shock News! Lawyer has a
heart.!

& Colin Bennett

!

‘Tis the season to be jolly. Comes
round quickly doesn’t it? Seasons
greetings from Colin and I.

!

We’ve had some wonderful
speakers this month. I wish John
Burton could’ve stayed longer and
talked more on his specialist
subject as surveyor of the fabric
of buildings. Alison Andreas
updated us on Colchester Institute
and Jane Gurney & Cliff Gale
gave us an enlightening insight
into the work of the Essex and
Herts Ambulance Service. Full
reports in this issue.
And of course the big news this
month is that our president Peter
Powell is having an operation
even as I write this. We wish
him the speediest of recoveries
and look forward to seeing him
again sometime in the New Year.
In the meantime the presidency is
in the very capable hands of Cas
Morehen.
Remember Cas any
help you need - just ask another
member and they’ll recommended
someone else to you! Kidding!
Have you noticed there has been a
lot of media coverage on sexual
harassment lately? There can’t be
a woman (and some men?) alive
who hasn’t experienced
harassment of some kind and in
the papers this week it stated that
if you went to single sex school
you are better equipped to deal
with such harassment. I went to a
single sex school. Funny that, I
could’ve sworn it was my right
hook that protected me.

First, I sincerely thank you all for
your kind wishes for a speedy
recovery. What a wonderful
team spirit we have in Forum.!
At the time of writing, I feel really
well and so fraudulent in eliciting
your sympathy. Unfortunately,
my heart is all clogged up (not
the medical term) and as I only
found this out by the slightest of
chances I wonder how many of
us are walking around feeling top drawer while our little tickers
are all furred up. The silent killer indeed! Perhaps we should buy
two defibrillators? One for the air ambulance as they mentioned
last week; and one for Rotary meetings.!

!

I asked my nurse yesterday what I could do until the operation
which will probably have happened by the time you read this:
walking – “OK”; tennis – “No”; swimming – “No”; business
meetings – “No”; social meetings – “Fine”; sexual relations –
“OK, but at least buy me dinner first!”.!
I apologise for the self indulgent guff above. It was long winded
just to get to an old joke. !

!

I cannot let this column pass without
congratulating Alan and all involved on the
wonderful junior choir competition. If you missed
it, it really was a great loss. Well done Alan and
his team.!

!

This is the edition of OD where it is my only
opportunity to wish you all a very happy
Christmas, which of course I do, and I am so
sorry I will miss the festivities.!

Peter

!

DIARY DATES:

Do bring your families closer to
you as we approach Christmas especially after such a year of ups
and downs. Raise a
glass, have a
fabulous and
peaceful Christmas
and we’ll see you in
the New Year.

!
!

1st December 2017

Jo

December 3rd
17th December
24th January 2018
30th January
2nd February 1
7th March 1
14th March
24th March
April
6 May

!!
!!

St. Botolph's Celebration of Christmas at 3pm.
Royal Albert Hall, Jingle Bells matinee
18.00 - 21.00 Youth Speaks - Intermediate
18.00 - 21.00 Youth Speaks - Senior
9.30 - 22.00 "Hairspray" - Colchester Operatic Society
18.00 - 21.00 Youth Speaks - Intermediate (District)
18.00 - 21.00 Youth Speaks Senior (District)
19.30 - 21.30 Concert at St. Botolphs Church, Colchester 21
Danbury RYLA heat Mid & North Essex
Thurrock RYLA heat South Essex
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Potential New Members Evening -30th October by Louis Thorp
The evening was attended by 8 invitees and 13 of our members. The main presentation was delivered most
ably and professionally by Brian Gant, with the benefit of an excellent power point presentation and video
produced by David Priest. The guests were able to see the ‘Jamie Oliver’
video that referred to his
organisations co-operation with
Forum in providing ‘Young Carers’
the opportunity to learn basic skills
of cooking and being aware of the
nutritional values of food. The
participants were invited to ask
Dominic and Julia questions, being
the club’s younger members, about
Rotary and their experience in blending in with older members and
balancing their work and family commitments with rotary activities. After this, the guests were able to chat
to the club members over a glass of wine, about any concerns they may have and learn a little more about
Rotary membership.
In the build up to the evening a small group consisting of Ivan
Stedman, Dominic Pape,
Julia Harding and myself,
identified a certain
number of potential
members and together
with further names
provided by a few of our
members, an invitation
was sent from President Peter. From this we had 10 acceptances
(although on the day two had to drop out, due to work
commitments) and 4 others who were unable to attend, but would
be interested in knowing more about Rotary. Altogether a good response to the invitation.
With more work to do, we will invite those interested to a lunch so that they may get the ‘feel’ of the club
and have a chance to meet most of our membership. I am hopeful that we will be able to increase our
membership over the remaining year by three to five members. I for my part, would like to give my thanks to
everybody who helped on the evening and especially Brian and David for their work in producing the
presentation. Of course, the evening would never have happened, but for the time the membership group
spent in identifying potential members and planning the evening. My thanks must go to them for their time
and help in achieving what I believe will be an excellent outcome.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

!
!
!

!

TLA Interviews

!
!
!
!

Forum volunteers organised and carried out mock
job interviews at TLA in November and the
feedback from the organisers at the school said
they were “brilliant”. “142 students participated in
an interview and the atmosphere was fantastic with
the students regarding this event as amazing”.
“Many of the students were scared and worried but
all came out smiling and really happy that they had
been given the opportunity to participate in
something like this. Students have been to see me
today to say thank you for organising this event
and how much they appreciated it. So please could
you pass on our thanks to all of those who
volunteered and supported our students.”
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Meeting Report 2nd November - Alison Andreas – Principal and Chief
Executive Colchester Institute by Colin Bennett

!
I must say just how breathless I
felt reliving the journey, past,
present and future, which Alison
took us on, in updating us about
was is happening at the Institute.
Against the background of the
financial drought, so many areas
are only thriving with the
commitment and hard work of
very dedicated people. Alison
can certainly count herself
amongst their number.
We last heard Alison in January
2015 so it was heartening to
learn all that has happened since
then. There are now 11,000
students ranging from 15 years
to adults, some into their 80’s.
Some are full time, some
apprentices, some higher
education, some full cost (being
funded by employers).
This
educational undertaking is
spread over 7 sites and boasts a
turnover of £40 million annually.
Alison is very deserving of her
twin titles above, since it is her
responsibility not only to oversee
the education, but also balance the books. That is
far from easy when, for example, funding for adult
education is cut, as it was, by 40%. I show below
screenshots of the achievements for the last 3 years
and the planned strategy for the next three:
For the uneducated amongst us, (and I include
myself in that when it comes to abbreviated jargon)
FE stands for further education, HE stands for
higher education (I thought it was high explosive!!)
and STEM
stands for
s c i e n c e ,
t e c h n o l o g y,
engineering and
maths.
It hangs over
Alison’s head,
that in a
p r e v i o u s
inspection,
when she was
acting head, an inspector mentioned to her that the
college had a culture of mediocrity. Expectations,
both of pupils and staff were not high enough. This
has been fully addressed and was reflected in a very
good report last year. Indifference has been

replaced by pride, honesty and a
justifiable sense of
independence. Without it, the
college could have been one of
the 50 colleges which have
disappeared nationally over the
recent past, against the backdrop
of the financial squeeze.
It is not surprising that with no
pay rise since 2012, it has been
difficult to attract and keep good
staff. It is almost impossible to
get tutors, especially in trade (eg
engineering) and to persuade
companies
to
fund
apprenticeships. It is astonishing
that
the college is now the
largest apprenticeship provider
in Essex with over 200
apprentices. This is a measure of
the success achieved and
branding and marketing and
reflected in a silver award which
Alison was pleased to receive.
On this page is a screen shot of
the campus with which some
readers will be well acquainted.
For me, it was a surprise to see
just how substantial it is.
I was truly impressed by the scale of Alison’s
knowledge of the intricacies and problems of
running such a huge undertaking. She must eat,
breath and sleep in her responsibilities and the
challenges they bring. On the one hand we have
anything between 1200 – 1500 students sitting
Maths resits to attain their grades. She has security
problems with the threat of drug related gang
culture and on the other hand, the juggling act of
running a cash strapped business faced with
competition from universities which are no longer
restricted in numbers.
After answering questions from Tony, Bill and
Ivan, Alison
received a
much deserved
warm vote of
thanks from
David Priest for
speaking to us
and
for
contributing so
much to our
community.

!
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Meeting Report - 9th November - JOHN BURTON MBE ‘Life after
Westminster Abbey’ by Jo Portway

!

John was assistant to the practice’s founding partner Donovan Purcell.
Purcell was a great pioneer of the post-war conservation movement. The
skills John developed enabled him to care for some of the country’s finest
historic buildings and their settings developing a strong bias towards the
conservation and repair of historic structures, and ecclesiastical buildings in
particular. John’s career achievements were recognised in the 2013 Queens
Birthday Honours list when he was awarded the MBE for Services to The
Conservation of Historic Architecture.
Purcell’s (previously Purcell Miller Tritton) have been in Colchester for a
long while. Their website states: “We work as one family of many experts:
architects, designers, heritage leaders and specialist consultants.Ideally
placed in regions covering the UK and in Asia Pacific, we undertake
projects across eight core sectors. Clients come to us when they need to
make sense of their
project. These complex scenarios often involve sensitive sites,
listed buildings and admired places. We guide their transformation,
and help clients to build new structures and create new spaces
through bespoke design.For seven decades, we have been making
sure that our clients’ buildings are designed for use today and for
future generations”.
Going back John told us after leaving school he got a job at an
engineers. He then went into the
shoe and boot trade. There wasn’t
a lot of information on this part of
his career! John joined the practice
of Purcell 42 years ago and has
seen the business expand tremendously. He had learnt how to look after church
buildings specifically and was asked to look after the iconic Canterbury cathedral. John
says he loves Gothic architecture in particular as well as all types of craftsmanship. He
showed us some examples of stonemasons work, gargoyles etc (some quite rude but
very amusing!)
He was given the job of looking after the fabric of Westminster Abbey - one of the most
important buildings in the UK.
He said “It’s a good building - but
very dirty”.
John talked to us about Royal
Peculiars (A Royal Peculiar is a
church that belongs directly to
the monarch and not to any
diocese, and does not come under the jurisdiction of a bishop.
The concept originated in Anglo-Saxon times and developed as a
result of the relationship between the Norman and Plantagenet
Kings and the English Church. Henry VIII retained Royal
Peculiars following the Reformation; the Ecclesiastical Licences
Act of 1533, as confirmed by the Act of Supremacy of 1559,
transferred to the Sovereign the jurisdiction which had previously
been exercised by the Pope. Westminster Abbey is one of these.
His line manager now is the Lord Chancellor although it was
previously the Queen. He showed us dozens of slides of work that has been undertaken at the abbey including the
screen behind the altar which was in a much needed state of restoration, as were the 30 memorials he did while he was
there. The abbey of course is often seen as being at the centre of the nation.
He still helps to look after the Crown estates and travels around amazing buildings with the agents and giving his
judgement and decision.
He is also ‘looking after’ Whitehall and recently had a titanium balustrade put in place for obvious security reasons.
John also showed us the work he is undertaking with apprentices and is very keen on helping them work up to degree
level offering assistance to set up a workshop for them in London.
There were questions from David Jones asking about working with the Duke of Edinburgh as well as from John
Threlfall asking if there is any government agent’s support for the building works as there is in France.
David Jones went on to give the vote of thanks saying John was one of the best speakers Forum has had before applause
broke out showing just how grateful we were for his riveting talk.

!
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4th Annual Junior Schools Choir Competition by Jo Portway!
The final of the
Colchester Junior
The winners! St Thomas More’s school, Kate Stone, sponsors and President Peter
Schools Choir
competition organised
by Forum took place
in November at the
University of Essex.
The event was kindly
sponsored
by
Thompson, Smith &
Puxon Solicitors and
McDonald’s.The six
finalists were Layer-de-la-Haye Primary School, St George’s New Town Primary School. Bishop William
Ward Primary School, St Thomas R.C. Primary School, Baynards Primary School and Colchester High
School who competed in front of a packed auditorium.
The atmosphere felt like that prior to a pop concert as excited children
chattered and thronged the Ivor Crewe Lecture Theatre. It felt as though
you couldn’t have squeezed any more into the theatre because as well as
the six schools performing (30 in each choir), those
notables attending were Sir Bob Russell, sponsors
McDonalds and TSP, other Rotary club’s members,
President Peter Powell of Forum and, of course,
proud parents and friends making around 800 people
in total.

Some of the winners with
Craig Newnes of McDonalds

Each school had to sing a set song
Alan, Colin, Richard, Cas and Sean Stuttaford of TSP
and then had a free choice for their
second song. The standard of the
choirs was extremely high and the
judges had a very difficult time in
choosing a winner. However the
winning school was St Thomas
More’s R.C. Primary School. Their
The trophy
second song called ”Chocolate
Buttons” was
very humorous
President Peter & Sir
and
well
Bob Russell
performed. The story was about poor old Grandad being put on a diet by
Grandma and how he
hid his stash of
chocolate - it
brought smiles and
laughter to the
The Judges
audience.
The winners were
presented with the
beautiful trophy by
Sir Bob Russell who
commented “All the
children were winners and tonight has proved to be an
immense success. This is the 4th annual junior choir
competition organised by Forum and I am sure it will go from strength to strength. Many congratulations to St Thomas
More’s”.
Our sincere thanks also go to the adjudicators who were: Tony Bloom, Becky Harrington, Monica Thomas, Erica
Hoseason and Abigail Parry. A collection was held at the end of the competition by Forum members and over £500 was
raised which will go to EACH (East Anglian Children’s Hospice). Forum is indeed fortunate to have the inspirational
hard work and experience of Alan Rustage who has managed the considerable constructional spadework in forming
the foundations of this fantastic community event.
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Meeting report - 16th November Essex & Herts Air Ambulance (EHAAT) Jane Gurney CEO & Operations Manager Cliff Gale by Jo Portway

!Jane & Cliff came to talk to us today & update us

you do …it’s nice to know they would be there for
you.
In the next five years EHAAT are hoping to open
more of their shops (a good source of revenue for
them as well as being a community hub) - in fact
around 20 in that timescale.
They also welcome the challenge to make contact
with wealthy individuals and
groups as they look for further
funding and assistance in their
clinical areas of support.
Both spent some time telling ask
about the training EHAAT does
with its operational staff. They
practise again and again getting
patients in and out of the
helicopter, launching within four
minutes, etc. Practise and practise
some more. They are now
registered with the Care Quality
Without access to National
Commission (CQC) and have
Lottery funding and with
spent time getting up to the
limited support from
standards they require. They hope
Cliff Gale, President Peter & Jane Gurney
Government, they continue to
to offer an extended service in
rely upon the generosity and
2018 (currently 7am to 9 pm after
goodwill of the people and businesses of Essex and
which dedicated cars are used).
Hertfordshire to remain
Jane also told us that 50% of cardiac arrests are
operational and keep saving
helped by ‘early bystanders’ undertaking CPR and
lives. Without it funding for this
this makes a huge difference to survival of the
service would no longer exist
patient. So much so that they are now going into
and lives would be lost.
schools to teach children CPR. They further went
They started in 1997 by
fundraising until 1998 when the
on to tell us about trying to install 24-hour public
first aircraft was purchased. By
access to defibrillators. (in town centres, etc) and
1999 they were flying seven
also the problems experienced trying to get landing
days a week during daylight
sites need to A&E’s.
hours. In 2003 they purchased
When asked
the Eurocopter EC135. In 2007 the Essex and Herts Air
about costings
Ambulance Trust was formed merging Herts Air
they told us the
Ambulance with Essex Air Ambulance. In 2011 the
total cost of
charity’s headquarters move to the Earls Colne airfield
the service is
and is now in brand-new premises on the Earls Colne
£6m per year!
business Park as well as a unit in North Weald. This
After questions
year they unveiled their newly branded fleet and a newly
from Richard
purchased Agusta Westland 1694.
Porter, Peter
It was interesting to note that there have been
Hill and Ivan
20,130 missions attended since 1998 with 183 of
Stedman, Bill
those in October 2017…this represents a 54%
Ward gave an
increasing in the last 12 months.
appreciative
Their lottery can be accessed via their website and I
vote of thanks.
would urge members to go take a look at that
And so say all
website and consider a subscription. You may never
of us.
need their services - or your family or friends, but if
on the work they do, how they do it and plans for
the future. The aim of EHAAT is to save lives,
reduce or prevent disability, or suffering from
critical illness and injury, by delivering a first class
pre-hospital emergency medical service to the
people of Essex, Hertfordshire and surrounding
areas. Simple as that. They
“bring the hospital to the
patient”. Jane told us how
“the helicopter, medics &
paramedics can land by the
side of say an accident on the
A12, open a critically ill
patient’s chest and save their
life” Her praise and
enthusiasm for the very
experienced docs, medics
and pilots is palpable. Quite
rightly so.

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH: !
"I need to listen well so that I hear what is not said." - Thuli Madonsela!
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WINE NIGHT
The wine night was a great success with a £1000
being raised for our charities, almost 100 people
gathered at the Layer de la Haye Village Hall to
taste wine and eat cheese and meats. Well done to
the International team, it was a good night!

L-R: Lynne
Lloyd, Mary
Beverley,
pick a
bottle and
the throng.

!

Freewheelers birthdays:
Jan 9 Gwen Light
Future Events: 14 December - Christmas
Lunch The Gallery (Medana) Restaurant at
Stoke by Nayland Golf Club. Please contact
Geraldine Russell by 11th Dec if you wish to
go.

FORUM FREEWHEELERS - Lunch Thursday 23rd November!
Christmas came early for the many Freewheelers who attended
lunch at the beautiful home of Jill and John Parsonson. Jill, in our
honour, had decorated the house using her inimitable artistic flair.
Her Christmas trees were works of art and the fireplace,
decorated in preparation for the arrival of
an important seasonal guest, could grace
the pages of Homes and Garden. The
Christmas theme was evident
everywhere, including the candelabra
and floral table decorations. Thank you
Jill for providing us with such an
attractive venue.
Needless to say the catering reached the
same high standard and our “Ploughman’s” became a most delicious meal. We began with little
mouth-watering toasted nibbles then a choice of two main dishes with salad followed by a
lemon tart dessert and fantastic profiteroles. A choice of refreshments before, during and after
the meal completed the experience.
It was good to welcome Di Rawlinson once again. She was driven to Nayland by Leila Priscott, whose late husband
Robin was a member of Forum many years ago. Our only sadness was that Gwen Light, who had been keen to join us
and meet up with her many friends, was unable to attend at the last minute due to illness. We hope she will be able to
come on some future occasion.
The one beneficiary of Gwen’s proposed visit was my husband Bill who had offered to help bring Gwen as she now
requires a wheelchair. Having cancelled his Rotary attendance, Jill and John invited him to join us. He was able to share
the delicious fare and chat to all the ladies present. He said that the food was a lot better than Rotary lunch and he got a
lot more hugs and kisses!
Our most sincere thanks to Jill and John for all their efforts in providing us with such an enjoyable outing and for being
such excellent hosts.

