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Club Meetings
November 2017
2nd

Colchester Institute
Alison Andreas

VoT

John Threlfall

9th

Life after Westminster
Abbey - John Burton

VoT

David Jones

16th

Essex & Herts Air
Ambulance - Jane Gurney/
Cliff Gale

VoT

Bill Ward

23rd

SGM & Business Meeting /
FB

OoR

Mike Jones

30th

Guest evening
Private Detective M a l c o l m
Scott

VoT

Robert Jacklin

December 2017
7th

DG visit

14th
Will Jenkins on Castle Park
Events.

Here comes the
bride
Our own Gordon Rodgers tied the knot
with the Rotary Club of Colchester’s
President Pat Prestney on 7th October at Christ Church,
Colchester - seen here exchanging vows. A touching moment was
when their adult children gave them away. Louis Thorp was best
man, again, having acted in that role at both their previous
weddings. MANY congratulations. We all wish you both many
happy and healthy years together.!

!

!

What’s Colin
been up to
now?!

See page 7 to find out….
we’re so proud of you
Colin! (Seen here with Sue).

Club VOT/Host and Grace. Tony
Dutch
21st

Christmas lunch with
guests

28th

No meeting.

!

In this issue: President’s Ramblings, Arundel report, Rotary Dinner,
Help for Heroes, A Magistrates Life, Colchester’s Mercury Theatre,
Getting to Know You - Richard Porter, District Conference and
more!
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Editors: Jo Portway
EDITORIAL
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We all moan about the number of
beggars and seem to link that with
the problems of homelessness. My
work and involvement with Beacon
House has shown that this is not a
link which we should automatically
make. Indeed, a number of beggars
do it professionally, coming onto
the town for the sole purpose of
plying their trade.
Others need
money to feed their alcoholic or
drug needs. The worst thing we can
do is encourage them by giving
money. It is not easy to ignore a
fellow human professing need. In
fact dropping coins into a beggars
lap can make us feel a bit more
worthy. In practice, if everyone
resisted that temptation, then the
beggars would not be there. By
giving them money, we are
exasperating the position and
encouraging others to join the
growing fold.
So next time you are approached,
ask the Rotary question – will it be
beneficial for all? And consider that
if the money is going to be used for
drink, drugs, cigarettes or
encouragement to beg, then you are
best to turn the other way.

!

!I may

have been the first Rotarian
President to have wished their club a
happy Christmas, which I did on 30th
September at dinner in Arundel. It would
take too long to explain here why I had to
do it but if you want to know ask someone
who attended.

& Colin Bennett

“Got any spare change mate?” I
challenge anyone to walk through the
town at night
without being
approached by this sort of begging
plea.
Last night was particularly
poignant. Yes, I had plenty of loose
change. £20.64 to be precise. That
was given to me by cinema goers
coming out of the Odeon after
watching “Breathe” – a film about the
true story of someone afflicted by
polio. Those donors wanted to help
make life better for others. I could not
help but think about the comparative
value of generosity since the hats and
plates of the beggars were far from
empty.
At our last business meeting, Gordon
ably recited the Objects of Rotary.
Number 4 of “the four way test” asks
– “Will it be beneficial to all
concerned”
As far as my £20.64 was concerned, I
had little concerns that this token of
generosity will be put to great use,
helping to free all future generations
of the scourge of polio. But what
about those begging plates and hats?
Will the money placed there be
beneficially used?

Colin
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!The Arundel weekend was not festive in

the Christmas sense but it was festive in
all other senses and everyone entered into
the spirit of the weekend which meant that
all the hard work of John and Lynne was
fully appreciated, and Francoise and I are
so grateful for all the support and friendship we were shown, and of
course for John and Lynn’s unbelievable organisational skills. I can
easily see why they needed a cruise soon after the weekend.

!By the time you read this we will have had the potential new

members evening. All of the invitees are good candidates so let’s
hope some are converted into membership. If they don’t it won’t be
because of lack of effort by those
organising: Louis, Brian and
David P in particular.

!Lastly, my rant of the month. To

keep my brain slightly alive I
attend Spanish lessons on
Thursday mornings. Our class
consists of 10 middle aged (well
51 to 70) white English middle class Colcestrians. Before we started
this term’s lessons 2 weeks ago our teacher said we had to watch 2
videos. The first, for 2½ minutes telling us about British values. And
the second for 4½ minutes telling us to beware of those with extreme
political or religious views. That is 7 minutes of my life I will never
recover.

!Sorry about the rant. I will now lie down in a dark room for a few
minutes.

Peter
DIARY DATES:
2nd November
3rd November
6th November
7th November
9th November
15th November
17th December
21 April 2018
6 May 2018
8-10 June 2018

!

!

Heat 1 Choir 7pm at TLA
Youth Committee meeting
Thomas Lord Audley School Mock Interviews
Club Service Committee Meeting
International committee meeting
Heat 2 Choir at 7pm TLA
Heat 3 Choir at 7pm TLA
Final Choir at Ivor Crewe Lecture Theatre 15th Nov 7pm
Royal Albert Hall, Jingle Bells matinee,
Danbury RYLA heat Mid & North Essex
Thurrock RYLA heat South Essex
Danbury RYLA final
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Meeting report 5 October -The Life of a Magistrates - Jackie Froggatt
This was a return visit to us from
Jackie and we were very glad to see
her again.
She said she was going to talk
about how she tries to come to
decisions and talked about one
particular case.
She talked about a lady she named
(for the purpose of this visit)
'granny' who, when
she was 83 and on her
way home from the
post office, was
attacked and beaten
and her handbag was
stolen which had
treasured possessions
inside.
The
robber kicked a
walking stick away
from her and took her bag.
Important things were in her bag –
important for her – There was a
library book (granny said she went
there regularly for the company
it gave her), her purse was stolen
with £17 and a few coppers, her
lipstick which she would use to
make her feel younger, her
keys, her glasses, and her pin
number written down for her cash

!

card, was stolen. Granny ended up
in hospital. She was very worried
because all the locks had to be
changed and her insurance didn't
cover her as the robbery happened
in the street. But far and away the
greatest impact of the robbery for
her was the loss of a single picture
of her brother who was killed in
World War two.
Irreplaceable.
In court the
bench had to
consider the impact
and punishment
which would fit the
crime. The range of
options open to
them were discharge
to conditional
discharge, fines, community order,
or custody.
Or of course the death-penalty if
Duncan had been on the bench that
day.
Mitigating circumstances had to be
discussed and that included the fact
that the robber was a drug addict
with previous convictions with each
crime getting worse which meant
the magistrates needed to up the

ante to make the punishment fit
this particular crime.
There are always two or three
magistrates on the bench and
everything has to be discussed
and taken into account and the
circumstances which are
always wide and varied.
Jackie said when you are on the
bench you have to lock up your
cynicism and take the proper route
and tread within the guidelines set
out.
Jackie then gave each table a
particular exercise to work through
and it was interesting to see the
punishments identified and the
discussions being held. It made it
very obvious there are no simple
and easy
answers and every
case does indeed have to be
considered in great depth.
It was an interesting exercise and
we thank Jackie for coming along
to us today and demonstrating to us
how difficult her job is at times.
A vote of thanks was offered by
Richard Porter who said Jackie's
talk was very entertaining and
amusing and above all thoughtprovoking.
Jo Portway

Rotary Dinner and Dance in aid of Polio Eradication Moot Hall!
Those Rotarians that were not able to support this event on October 14th missed not only
enjoyment but a living demonstration of the power and joy which results from club cooperation.
Pat Prestney, as President of Colchester Rotary was the
brainchild behind this wonderful evening, which attracted no
less than 171 guests. It would not have happened the way it
did without the help of Forum members, both in the support
and preparation, factors which are a mainstay to ensure the
success of such a high profile celebration. Michael Jones
was behind the organisation of guest lists and menu choices.
Sue and I took responsibility for decorating the hall, ably
assisted by Andrew Crayston with his enviable steps. (Thou
must not covet thy neighbours ladders – oops!)
The table magician kept guests both amused and guessing during the meal which was
of first class standard. The after dinner speakers gave a passionate account of the
terrible affliction of polio and encouraging news of the progress
in the eradication of this disease. The 3 piece band, giving their
services free, played the sort of music which most Rotarians
really enjoy with the result that the compact dance floor was
very rarely empty.
From my perspective, this was an evening that ticked all the
right boxes. We had the best sort of publicity, with the
opportunity of many guests of Rotarians to see what we do and what we are good at. We raised a
lot of money for a very good cause, close to the hearts of our movement. We had a good time due
in no small part because we had the opportunity to mingle, chat and appreciate the company of
members of our sister club. That must be a signpost for the future. I am sure everyone involved
deserves a great big pat on the back.
Colin Bennett

!
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ROAD TRIP TO ARUNDEL 2017!
29th Sept-2nd October

ARUNDEL WEEKEND by Bill Ward
This is about the fourth time we have been on an event
stated to be the very last and final time that John and
Lynne Lloyd would organise a time away for Rotary.
Friday: On the Friday 39 members of Forum and their
families began to arrive at the Avisford Park Hotel
Hilton near Arundel. Initially it was a bit off-putting to
find out there were going to be TWO weddings taking
place during the weekend but we found that the hotel
was so large and well organised that we hardly noticed
them at all.
Everyone had been given a beautiful programme for the
weekend, illustrated most professionally with drawings
by John Parsonson who had made them on a previous
visit to the area. This listed the events of the weekend
that also allowed a fair amount of free time to do your
own thing. The meal on Friday evening was in small
pre-booked groups which meant that we could have a
choice of menu and be served more easily. The staff
were really pleasant and most helpful answering all our
requests and queries with a smile.
Saturday: Following a fine breakfast the more active
members took a walk along the river to finish at the
“Black Rabbit” pub for lunch. Marilyn and I took the
opportunity to look at the shops in Arundel where we
found a lovely second hand book shop where I bought a
couple of books (for my son) on military history. The
lunch was a buffet and was a leisurely affair with a few
drinks in a great ambience. The afternoon was free time
and Marilyn and I went to Bosham, the little port where
King Harold Godwinson left for Normandy (as pictured
on the Bayeux tapestry) and King Canute demonstrated
that he had no control over the tides. The tides come in
very high at times and often flood the road.
The Gala Dinner in the evening was the main event of
the weekend and the President demanded a proper dress
code. He rather spoiled this by forgetting to pack both
his razor and any ties. He did preside in splendour,
however, in a borrowed tie at a very good meal that was
greatly appreciated by all those present

!!

Sunday: Many members chose to use the Sunday
morning to visit Arundel Castle. The gardens were really
fine even at this time of year and included many exotic
plants and trees. The castle is really fantastic, even
overwhelming, with many paintings, objects and
furnishings from the long history of the Dukes of
Norfolk. It really deserves more time than we could
devote to it as we had to be ready for lunch at “The Bay
Tree restaurant” in Arundel. Our party took over the
whole restaurant and the staff had quite a time getting all
the meals out to such a large number even though they
were pre-booked. There was time, however, to return to
the hotel and get ready for a boat trip on the Chichester
Ship Canal. Because of the limited parking at the Canal
centre there was a lot of car sharing. They were not quite
ready for us so the President had the job of keeping us
all off the pontoon until the food had been taken on
board. The weather was rather overcast but the trip
involved travelling along the canal to a landing place
where we could all get off and admire the view of
Chichester Cathedral made famous in a painting by
Turner. We were able to see the way in which the artist
had moved parts of the landscape about to improve his
composition. Lynne had provided the buffet which was
substantial, meaning that we needed no evening meal
when we got back to the hotel although several members
needed a little Bombay mix to finish off the day.
Monday: Breakfast was a time for everyone to say their
farewells. Some were going straight home but others
took the opportunity to visit a National Trust property
while they were in that part of the country.
It was a great weekend and much enjoyed by everyone
who took part. We offer our appreciation to John and
Lynne Lloyd for all their hard work. We know that these
events do not just happen but take a lot of planning and
effort to make sure it all runs smoothly. For them at least
the term “Rotary Organisation” is not an oxymoron.

!

Delightful pictures on the next page……
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Top left - right Hilton Hotel - base camp, Black Rabbit pub - end of walk ‘pit stop’, Saturday morning walk, Arundel castle
Below L-R: Cas & Julie sampling the gastronomic delights, President Peter & VP of Arundel R C - presenting their banner,
Catholic cathedral, In the Black Rabbit, organiser John Lloyd, the Forum Swingers singers, President Peter in a borrowed
tie (don’t ask!), Bosham with clouds gathering, beautiful Bosham boats, Francoise & Geraldine. Pictures courtesy of Nick
Clarke & Bill Ward

!!
!

!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!

!!
!
!
!
GUEST THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH: Ian Dewis! !
!!
“As one person, I may not be able to change
the world, but I may be able to change the world !
for one person”.!
!!
!
!
!
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Meeting report 12th October - Mike Jackson - Help for Heroes

!

Mike started his story
20
years ago in 1997. His 18year-old daughter Nia
was taking a nursing degree
and went to work at Barts
Hospital. They lived in
Colchester and Nia took some
time off one evening to go to
the Hippodrome where she
met a young man called Kevin
Fortuna who told her he was a
geography teacher but in fact
was a Lance Corporal. Kevin
Colour Serjeant Kevin had been in Cyprus and on his
Charles Fortuna
return to the UK instead of
jumping on a plane to get
home as his colleagues would
have done, he rode back on a bike at the 'suggestion ' of
his CO.
Kevin and Nia got married in
2002. Mike told us
“Kevin's regiment changed its
name four times without him
having to move”.
Five weeks into his last tour of
Afghanistan Kevin had a 'bad
day' as Mike said. He was killed. He was repatriated
back to Colchester.
Colour Serjeant Kevin Fortuna of A Company, 1 Rifles,
had been killed on active service in Afghanistan on 23
May 2011. Kev joined the Army at 16 and died three
weeks before his 37th birthday. He was about to be
promoted to Company Serjeant Major and had served in
Iraq (twice), Afghanistan (twice), Kosovo, the Balkans
and Ireland (four times) winning 9 medals for his service
to Queen and Country.
In 2012 Mike's family decided they wanted to raise
£10,000 for H4H. They passed that figure easily and got
to £100,000 by 2014. At the moment the total stands at
£170,000 . They are aiming for £250,000.
H4H aids all sorts. 18 is the youngest age of persons
helped and 97 is the oldest. Every conflict is covered.
They help anyone with any problems and the recipient of
help only needs to have served one day in the forces.
Chavasse House in Colchester has been really helpful.
H4H is a quick reaction unit. It supports 100 charities
related to the services.
Mike went on to tell us about three different people and
their circumstances:

!

1. Chalky White – Ex-army who hurt his back and
knees. He retrained as a Wood turner and is currently
making oversized chess pieces for ex
servicemen without arms to use.
2. Another guy - ex-Navy serving in Northern Ireland
had suffered with stress and took an overdose. He went
to Chavasse House and now proudly represents the UK
in wheelchair basketball recently attending the
Invictus games In Canada. Mike told us he had called
Prince Harry 'ginger' and HRH's response was to tip
him out of his wheelchair!
3. Simon Brown
served in Iraq. A
bullet had
entered one side
of his face
travelled through
and came out
through his the
other cheek
but left him
blind. Simon has recently Mike & President Peter
made a YouTube video
with Temperance Pattinson and this has been viewed
thousands of times by people Go to: https://
m.youtube.com/watch?v=Zzpohzk5XX0 to view.
H4H has helped a huge number of people so far and
Mike says there is probably another 60,000 to go. To
raise £500,000 was the first target by H4H and that
currently stands at £350 million.
Finally Mike told us about Kevin's cremation and
interment in Colchester. Only graves up to World War II
are looked after by MOD - that is until recently when £2
million was given by
the (previous)
Chancellor to
maintain all
graves since World
War II. They will all
be maintained from
now on.
Brian Gant gave a
vote of thanks stating it was a Mike & Brian Gant
huge privilege to listen to Mike
today. He illustrates how
amazing H4H is and the work they do. Mike should also
be proud of what he and his family have achieved .
Huge applause followed to demonstrate our sincere
thanks Mike.
Jo Portway

!

HATFIELDS COMES UP TRUMPS….!
If anyone hasn’t heard yet then listen up now .....Obiter Dicta will now be printed each month by Hatfields.
As so many people have been asking for so long for hard copies, it is extremely generous of Hatfields to step
forward and offer to print copies. Our sincere thanks to Robert and all at Hatfields with a special mention to
Megan who will do the printing and advert production. Copies will be placed on Gordon’s table each month
and it is up to individual members to pick up a copy for themselves. OD will not be sent online to everyone
individually as you can access it so easily by just going to our webpage: Rotary Club of Colchester
Forum... where you will see David Priest has added all copies of OD.
Jo.

!
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GETTING TOKNOW YOU …. Richard Porter
Where were you born? I
was born at a house in
The Avenue, Colchester,
where my sister and her
family now live.
And your education? I
left my boarding school
when I was 16 to study A
levels at the Colchester
Royal Grammar School.
I went on to do my law
degree and then I took
my finals at the College
of Law at Guildford.
When the children were
young I did a Master’s degree at the University of
Leicester.
When did you join Rotary? Robert Jacklin kindly
proposed me for membership in 1991 and I was a
member for 2 years. Unfortunately my court
commitments were incompatible with lunch time
meetings, so I had to resign. I joined Round Table
(367) instead and made lifelong friends. On leaving
table I missed the fellowship and rejoined Forum in
2008.
Why did you join Rotary? Because I enjoy the
company of genuinely pleasant people.
What do you think is the best thing Rotary has done
a) Internationally & locally? Internationally – apart
from its Polio and Shelter Box work and the steady
trickle of support for life-changing projects we should
not underestimate the value of international
networking which helps create international peace and
understanding.
Locally, I think our youth work has made a major
contribution in Colchester and I believe that our work
with Age Concern will match it.
What would you like to see it do - money unlimited?
Re- invent itself to attract more new members and
secure its future. My personal view is that Rotary has
to be seen to be relevant to the business community,
and that it should not be ashamed of its roots as a
business networking organisation.

How would you describe Rotary to a stranger? A
community based international fellowship
organisation with charitable and welfare objectives.
What is you 'pet hate' that makes your hackles rise?
Waste – particularly waste of time.
Who is the person/people who has/have influenced
you the most? My Father
What is the unlikely interest that engages your
curiosity? I know so little about so much, and would
happily read thick tomes on it all.
Who in history/now is the person you would most like
to buy a pint & a pie? Nelson Mandela.
What piece of wisdom would you pass on to a child?
Life is not a rehearsal and people tend to regret the
things they have not done rather than the things they
have done – if you see an opportunity, go for it!
Is there an event that you can recall that altered your
life or character? My wedding!
What is the philosophy that underpins your life? It’s
the four way test. I think it is inspired and I try to
apply it to everything I do.
What is the most surprising thing about you that
people don’t
know? I’d
hate to spoil
the surprise!
How would
you spend a
fantasy 24
hours with
no travel
restrictions?
On my boat
with my
family.
Richard seen here, centre, at
What is the way
the Big Sleep Out in Castle
you would like to
Park with MP Will Quince &
be remembered?
Forum’s Kevin Sturdy.
As a solid family
man.

!!
!

COLIN BENNETT - VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR!
You may remember that Colin was elected as divisional winner of the Volunteer of the Year for the Barchester
Group of care homes. (They have over 200 care homes as
well as hospitals up and down the country). He was invited to
Manchester to take part in the Award ceremony for the national
awards. Colin tells us “It was like the Oscars or Bafta's!! Sue
came with me and she was, like me, quite flabbergasted to hear
the drum rolled announcement that I had won the award for the
National Volunteer of the Year. It came with a mantlepiece
trophy and a cheque for £500”
He, more than modestly, says “All I do is go every week to play
popular old tunes on the piano. I usually mix in a few stories
and take my dog, Martha, who is loved by the residents and
even wags her tail when I play "How much is that doggy in the
window".
I think there must be much more deserving
volunteers but I am non the less quite chuffed to have this
recognition”. And we’re quite chuffed to have you in Forum,
Colin. Many congratulations!

!
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ROTARY DISTRICT CONFERENCE 1240 - SEPTEMBER 2017 by Gordon Rodgers!

!This year’s conference was held at Norton Park Hotel,

nr Winchester from 22nd to 24th September in lovely
Hampshire countryside. The conference started on
the Friday night with Pimms and then a barbecue with
the theme `Fun and Fiesta` The evening continued
with an after dinner speaker - Jeremy Swan whose
talk was entitled `Showbiz and the rest` and he was
the producer of many TV series such as Sooty,
Grandad and Jackanory.
Saturday, after a full English breakfast, the
conference started with a welcome by DG
Nick Sillitoe and by others including RIBI
President Elect Debbie Hodge. We then had
a talk by Tony Emms, a Trustee of
Headway Essex (based in Colchester) who
provides rehabilitative care to survivors of
brain injury. After coffee we had Sophie
Biebuyck BMus(Hons) from Hearing Dogs
for the Deaf giving a talk `living with
hearing loss`with her best friend a cockerpoo called
Rusty. She had dreams of becoming a professional
opera singer when hearing loss deteriorated and is
now CEO of the charity Hearing Help Essex. Later,
Gloria Barnett know as The Weird Fish Lady gave a
talk on `The Amazing World Beneath the Sea`and the
author of many books on oceanography. We then had
a talk by Julian Margolin who is the Chief
Ambassador of Kids Out and helps organise their
`Toy Box` service that sends out thousands of toy
boxes to disadvantaged children annually. The first
conference session ended with Hannah Gordon

talking about her TV career with Nick Sillitoe. After a
buffet lunch the afternoon was free to explore the
area. In the evening we had a black tie Gala Dinner
with dancing to `Cockney Treble`
Sunday, again after a full English Breakfast, the
conference started with Ian McMeekan with Thought
for the Day and then by Katherine Muir fundraising
and development co-ordinator for BuildAid based in
Harlow and specialising in post disaster
reconstruction of community buildings and
works in Sri Lanka, Nepal and Haiti and
currently in the Philippines. This was
followed by Ally Jones Director HR Mercy
Ships and coordinating some 1300
volunteers, and Nina Swann who is the
Director of Live Music Now bringing joy to
older people in care homes and the
community. Our final speaker was Georgina
Harland an Olympic Pentathlete (Bronze
Medal winner at the Athens 2004 games) who was the
sport Engagement manager in 2010 and Deputy Chef
de Mission for Team GB 2016.
This was the first Rotary conference that I have
attended and would recommend it to all Rotarians. We
had very good and enthusiastic speakers, good food
and nice company The next district conference will be
in Southampton on the 5th -7th October 2018 at the
Grand Harbour Hotel. Pat Prestney has been asked to
do `Thought for the Day` - and that does not put me
off!!

!

WORKING WITH OUR FELLOW ROTARIANS

by Colin Bennett

In my few years in Forum, it has surprised me how, in practice, our Colchester clubs seem so insular. We
each have a fair degree of autonomy and some like to do their thing their way. Gosh – I hear that some clubs
in the country still effectively bar the fairer sex from their membership. Is it any wonder that nationally, our
membership seems to be in decline.
Bless him, David Judge dedicated much of his life addressing the wider Rotary movement and the annual
award we give in his name is a great memorial to that.
I give recognition to Tony who sets a wonderful example in extending interclub friendship and activities. It is
something that most of us recognise we should do, but in practice do very little or not at all. It was therefore
good to sit in on a meeting last Monday, which Tony had organised, with Peter, Cas and other presidents and
presidents elect from the other Colchester clubs.
The harmony was encouraging as was the agreement that we should all work together, whether that is for the
social joy of doing so, or to emphasis the wider community appeal of the Rotary movement. To this end, we
were looking at how we can sharpen up our collections to aid natural disasters (especially for under
developed countries), rather than either leaving it too late or treading on each others toes. We can pool rather
than compete using the strengths that each club has.
We can work together to help put on major community events like the Auld Nags Folly which may well be
repeated next year. We can join together as we did for the Moot Hall Dinner and dance this month which the
Colchester Club successfully arranged through its president, Pat Prestney, raising £2500 for the end Polio
campaign. Michael Jones helped significantly with this and he is to be thanked for getting the buckets and
banners manned for the wonderful opportunity to publicise our involvement in the success of the eradication
of polio globally. There will be hopefully Rotarians on station at the cinema to coincide with the exit of the
audiences after having watched the film “Breathe” which focuses on this dreadful disease.

!!
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ABBI ROBERTS -THE MERCURY THEATRE - 19th October by Colin Bennett

We have learned a lot about the plans for the
redevelopment of our theatre and Steve Mannix has
addressed us on this subject, not so long ago. Abbi
was thrown
in the deep
end filling in
for another
speaker who
couldn’t
make it.
This was no
m e a n
achievement
since she has
only been
working for the theatre for 3 weeks.
In consequence I was not expecting too
much and was very pleasantly surprised
by the extent of Abbi’s knowledge and
her ability to convey her presentation
professionally, holding our interest with a
most illuminating progress report.
It is not an overstatement to say that the
theatre has been something of the soul of
Colchester since 1972.
Growth,
especially recently has left the old
building wholly inadequate from many
aspects. Our home grown “Made in
Colchester” put on 9 productions last
year and attendees rose by 17%. No
less than 95% of audiences give a 4 or 5
star rating of satisfaction. The theatre
worked to 78% capacity which must be
the envy of many theatres up and down
the country. Furthermore, a heat map
illustrated that the audience is very far
from home grown, being drawn from
London in the West and as far as
Norfolk in the North. Around one half of visitors
are from outside Colchester which has undeniable
implications for the economy of our town, (an
annual estimate of £3.7 million was mentioned).
The theatre employs 123 people.
As an educational facility, the theatre is very
important.
It works in conjunction with the
council, the garrison, the university as well as
schools. Its dedicated teaching team also reaches
out to touch such areas as the Nepalese community
and Barnardos.
So it is not surprising that the present facilities have
become woefully inadequate. The front of house is
poor, there are no outside rehearsal facilities and

the storage in Mercury House (the old rectory) has
long since run out. The dressing rooms are poor
and the technical equipment is aging. The team is
now designing more functionality and capacity for
growth with 3 lifts replacing the present one. A
watchword is sustainability. A picture speaks a
thousand words and I reproduce here a couple of
Abbi’s slides which give an artists impression of
what the new building will look like from the
outside.
The timing of the redevelopment has been
established. In March 2019, the theatre will move
to a temporary site (First Site, Lower Castle Park or
Abbeyfields. This will be a pavilion like tent
structure which, believe it or not, will hold up to
1000 people. In that year, plans are afoot to stage
such productions as A
Midsummer Nights
Dream, Jungle Book,
Cinderella,
A musical (Les Mis?) as
well as big name one
night shows.
This
should all happen
against the backdrop of
a carnival atmosphere.
Ah – you well ask –
what about the cost
and where is the
money coming from?
Good question. The
estimated funds
needed are £8.9
million. A lot-a-dosh!!
But already £7 million
has been pledged from
the seemingly
inexhaustible coffers
of the Arts Council, together with funding from
Colchester and Essex County councils. A further
£790,000 has been raised locally. So quite clearly
this much needed and very desirable development
is going to happen. All being well, construction will
start in February 2018 and the new building will
open in March or April 2020.
In the meantime, there will be schemes to raise the
remainder of funds required. The sale of bricks –
Gold £100, silver £50 and bronze £25 and there
will be a fundraising Gala dinner in the Moot Hall
on 2nd March. I will find out further details if
anyone would like to support this from Rotary.

Grandchildren possess super powers. They can melt a human heart with a twinkle of an
eye, create a smile from only a touch, destroy the family room in 60 seconds.
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Ending polio forever!
Rotary has been working to eradicate polio for over 30 years, and our goal of ridding the earth of this disease
is in sight. We started in 1979 with vaccinations for 6 million children in the Philippines. Today, Afghanistan,
Nigeria, and Pakistan are the only countries where polio remains endemic.
Our health is everything. Yet 400 million people in the world can’t afford or don’t have access to basic health
care. In Rotary we believe good health care is everyone’s right.
Disease results in misery, pain, and poverty for millions of people worldwide. That’s
why treating and preventing disease is so important to us. We lead efforts both large
and small. We set up temporary clinics, blood donation centres, and training
facilities in underserved communities struggling with outbreaks and health care
access. We design and build infrastructure that allows doctors, patients, and
governments to work together.
Rotary members combat diseases like malaria, HIV/AIDS, Alzheimer’s, multiple
sclerosis, diabetes, and polio. Prevention is important, which is why we also focus
on health education and bringing people routine hearing, vision, and dental care.We
are dedicated to permanently ending polio. Rotary members have spent over 30
years fighting polio, which is now almost fully
eradicated.
Providing clean water: Rotary has worked with
partners to provide more than 80 percent of
Ghana’s people with clean water to fight Guinea
worm disease.
Reducing HIV infection: In Liberia, Rotary members are helping women
get tested for HIV early in their pregnancies. They used prenatal care to
reduce new HIV infections in children by 95 percent over two years.
Ending polio: Rotary members have played a key role in bringing the world
to the brink of polio eradication. Their efforts have not only ended polio in
122 countries but also created a system for tackling myriad other health
priorities, such as Ebola
There has been a 99% reduction in polio cases since our programme started in 1985.
The above item has been taken from the RIBI website reminding us why we do what we do ... and why we will
continue to do it.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

How do they do that? A teatime puzzle….

!1. Choose any three digit number where all the numbers are different: e.g.123
!2. Subtract from it the reverse of this number: 123-321 =198 (ignore any minus signs)
!3. Add to the total the reverse of this total: 198+891 equals 1089.
!4. Try it for yourself – the result will always be the same for any number you choose. Clever, eh?

