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OBITER DICTA
President: Ray Gamble www.colchesterforum.co.uk

Club Meetings

We wish
everyone in
Forum, friends
and families a
very Happy &
Healthy New
Year

January 2017
5th

500 Miles - Olivia Giles

VoT/H: Mary Beverley
Partners invited.
12th

Autism Anglia Jonathan Marriott

VoT/H: David Jones
19th

Mayflower Trust Sean Day

VoT/H: Kit Hughes
26th

Business Meeting /FB

February 2017
2nd

VoT:

President Ray

9th

Roger Hirst, Police &
Crime Commissioner

VoT/H: Peter Powell.
David Brooks, Tendring
Show

VoT/H: Michael Jones
23rd

Father Christmas (aka
Peter Powell), Mike Jones
and Andrew Crayston
(amongst others) collecting
£900 for East Anglian
Children’s Hospice in the
week before Christmas.

Dominic Pape –
My job talk

16th

STATION CHRISTMAS
COLLECTION

Business Meeting /FB

and Rotary’s 112th birthday!

Forum at the Royal
Albert Hall (not singing!)
Alan Tindall tells us: “The

Carol service was brilliant;
there was a Kaleidascope
of lights and Christmas
hats. Hundreds of people
dressed themselves up in
fancy lights Christmas
dress. The soloist Louise
Dereham was brilliant —
unfortunately, they didn't
call on me to sing!!”!

In this issue: President’s Ramblings, DG Terry Dean, Business
Turnaround, Christmas lunch, Whose Baby?, Freewheelers, ’Getting to
know you’ and more!
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EDITORIAL

PRESIDENT’S NEW YEAR RAMBLINGS

Editors: Jo Portway
& Colin Bennett

As I write this Christmas is coming and the goose is getting fat, but Rotarians do not
need to be reminded to drop a penny in the old man’s hat! It is not just that we Rotarians
are generous with money but also with our time……….

!

The shortest day of the year
has come and gone and you
know what that means?
Spring will be on the way
soon! (Ever the optimist).
New Year's Resolution: To
tolerate fools more gladly,
provided this does not
encourage them to take up
more of my time.

!

In the spirit of Jan 4th (World
Trivia Day), did you know
2017 is the UK year of
Culture as well as the
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Ye a r o f
Sustainable Tourism for
Development? Does that
mean we should all stay in
the UK for our holidays and
visit places which stretch our
education and imagination? I
thought I did that in 2016 and
planned a lounging trip to the
South of France this coming
year. I may have to revise
that plan - but then I notice
Jan 17th is ‘Ditch your New
Year Resolutions Day’ so I
may be OK.
And now all is need to do is
look for Nellie (my Shih Tzu)
who has gone into hiding
since I told her Jan 14th is
‘Dress up Your Pet Day’.
From Colin & I, Happy New
Year to one and all.
JP

It is certainly a busy time for the President, not just with Forum’s own events but the
semi expectation that I represent Forum at other club’s events too. There was
Centurion’s equivalent of their President’s night. I won the star prize in the raffle which
was a big hamper of chocolate products and I do not think it was a fix! With my
diabetes I could not enjoy any of it but my grandchildren did……….. Also Tony as their
AG and I were invited to Centurion’s last meeting before the Christmas break which
meant being up with the lark for the breakfast at PlayGolf. We did not win anything in
the raffle but in the “Guess the name of the person in the photo” competition we
somehow managed to win the booby prize. Apt since the prize was a painting of a lady
with her upper portions exposed. Tony of course took it home with him.
The Choir competition, and the lovely Celebration in Words and Music at St Botolphs
Church were very much team efforts, and I enjoyed our own Christmas lunch with a
tombola (thanks to David J and International). I have a horrible feeling that I forgot to
call for the Loyal Toast and if I did then forgive me – no disrespect to Her Majesty
intended.
We subsequently had a gorgeous and magical Tindall’s Tour to a carol concert at the
Royal Albert Hall. It really was a joy, with the Hall lit up beautifully and many patrons
wearing red hats with the bobbles on and sporting their own twinkling lights! It was
good to see folk from other clubs joining us. The driver took us out of London via
shopping areas and the Christmas street lights. Oxford Street looked a trifle busy!
Although I did not take part in the Father Christmas collection at Colchester North
Station this year rumour has it that Tony did some great Ho Ho Hoing when doing a
double shift as Father Christmas. We are not always too good at thanking Rotarians for
what they do but I think we would all agree that Andrew did a great job organising this
collection for the benefit of East Anglian Childrens’ Hospice.
Another pre Christmas activity was when I went to the terrific Anthony Robert’s one
man show “A Christmas Carol” held at the Harwich Road Community Centre, with the
fundraising in aid of the local Hospice. I was told it would be good but no, it was
brilliant! Anthony proved to be a great actor and modest with it.
At this halfway stage in my Presidency I would like to thank everyone for all their work
for Rotary and serving the community, and a special thank you to Jo for her ongoing
work on Obita Dicta without which you would not be reading this! Even the District
Governor at his recent official visit recognised that our club a very good one! I wish

everyone a Happy and Peaceful and Productive 2017.

Ray

DIARY DATES:
January
February 2nd
March
April

May

5th
Youth & Community Services Committees
10th
19.00 - 20.00 Council at The Rose & Crown Hotel
Youth & Community Service Meetings
7th
International meeting
9th
Frugal Lunch
30th
Guests evening, Cudmore Grove Country Park,
East Mersea
7th-9th RIBI Conference, Manchester
23rd
RYLA Essex Central Rotary Youth Leadership Awards
Danbury
29th
RYLA Essex South Rotary Youth Leadership Awards
South Ockenden
6th
20.00 - Sun 7th May 2017 - 08.00 The Great Sleep
Out
7th
RYLA Essex North Rotary Youth Leadership Awards
East Mersea
19th-21st RYLA Awards Essex FINAL Danbury

!
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A time to remember

Whose
baby?

There wasn’t room to squeeze this poem in the last edition of OD and it’s too
good to waste, so herewith a little yuletide greeting:

Last time? It was,
of course, a slightly
younger Ron Jervis

!

Christmas & New Year is for caring, giving and sharing!
And children with big shiny eyes.!
It’s waking up early!
And rushing downstairs!
To see if you’ve got a surprise. !
There’s holly with berries!
And trifle with cherries!
And presents surrounding the tree!
A house full of warmth!
With laughter and love.!
It’s like that for you and for me!
But remember the people!
Who sit all alone!
With no one to love or to care!
Spare a thought, give a gift!
Or an hour of your day!
Please find the time to share.!
!
Rose Dutch – Poet in residence at the court of El Presidente Raymondo!

BACKING A WINNER!
In early December the top companies in Essex gathered to
celebrate business success in our region. Hundreds of guests turned out for
the black tie Countywide Business Awards at Crown Plaza, Five Lakes,
Maldon, for the grand ceremony.
The awards welcomed back many of the finalists and winners from
the regional heats as well as some new faces. During the glitzy ceremony,
winners and runners up were presented with prizes to mark their
achievements.
It was said that the standard of entrants for this year's awards was the best
yet. We send huge congratulations to all the worthy winners but especially
to our own Lyndee Oscar (seen here with her son) who were the winners
of the Community Charity Award with her company ‘Kids Backs 4 the
future’.
That’s twice in one year Lyndee has won an award - keep up the good
work!

Grandchildren’s sayings
My daughter went to see a mortgage advisor with her 7 year old son. As she sat at the desk, my grandson sat down
and said to the man “Hello, I am not her husband”

Thought for the month:
"When you're through changing, you're through." - Martha Stewart
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Getting to know you ….

!

Following on from the well received item in the last OD with Rodney Partington as our ‘target’,
here is the next subject - KIT HUGHES

When did you join Rotary? 1981
Why did you join Rotary? Forum was a fairly new
club and several friends already belonged. With
the prospect of some spare time looming
(distantly), I thought Forum’s activities sounded
both useful and enjoyable.
What do you think is the best thing that
Rotary has done? Our works with
young people, both locally and
internationally, are among the best. I
have enjoyed listening to children read,
and regarded it as a useful contribution
on that scene.
What would you like to see it do, money
unlimited?
Educate the world’s
children wherever possible. Rotary
Scholars and Group Study Exchange
are fine, but are for older people and a
privileged few at that. Good education
would help the world’s health and
overpopulation problems, but
controlling rapacious dictators and similar evils
would slow progress.
How would you describe Rotary to a stranger? An
international organisation of people voluntarily
seeking to do a bit of good, and enjoying the
sociability of doing so.
What is your pet hate? Two please.
1. People in positions of power telling lies
2. Bilingual road signs in Wales and Scotland.
Who is the person who has influenced you most?
It must be my parents, and I suspect after that my
family around me.
What is the unlikely interest that engages your
curiosity? Having had to give up most boats, I
have found that gardening, both for the pot and
decoratively, and indeed for the bees, would take
more time and interest than a lifetime would offer.
Who in history would you most like to buy a pie
and a pint for? Samuel Pepys if I can only have one
- but I would take someone else with me please, a
trio is better conversationally. John Major would do
well; clever and articulate Londoner, and of similar
un-exalted birth to Sam. Pepys is near enough to
modern times to be able to relate to, he was a man

who from being one of many children of a tailor rose
to great power and influence. He saw Charles 1st
head come off, watched Cromwell, and was there to
welcome Charles 2nd. He watched the great fire in
1666. He was sociable, enjoying entertaining his
friends, and was interested in everything - he had a
garden and grew runner beans, he enjoyed singing.
He must have learnt all about
shipbuilding and administration. He
must have had great charm with his
ability. A riverside pub would have us
there till closing time!
(Ed: That
sounds fascinating - I want to be there
too!)

What piece of wisdom would you pass
on to a child? Keep a diary; in ink,
dated and including the year.
Is there an event which altered your
life or character? In the sixth form at
school I was going to be a vet; having
no particular views of my own, my
parents thought that having kept rabbits
(for the pot) that would do. At least
preparing them taught me some anatomy. The
science master at school put some scholarship
application forms on the table one day, saying it
would be good practise to do some, and another boy
and I shared a tiny scholarship to the London
Hospital Dental School. It soon became apparent that
I was not going to get into any veterinary school with
all the ex- servicemen also seeking places - this is
1946 - and the tiny dental scholarship became an
entry ticket to the dental school. Thanks to Reg
Henley our science master.
What is the philosophy that underpins your life? I
think Clement Attlee when asked said of
Christianity that it was a splendid moral code, but
forget the mumbo jumbo.
Is there a book or poem that holds an everlasting
meaning for you? No single book, but I should
like a small library on my desert island please, and
it would include a full copy of the Prayer Book.
What film could you watch again and again?
None again and again! I remember ‘The Sting’ with
Robert Redford and Paul Newman which I began to
understand after three or four viewings. Not strictly
films, but the BBC’s ‘I Claudius’ and ‘Tinker Tailor’
would stand another look.
How would you spend a fantasy 24 hours, with no
travel restrictions? I’d start the day on the stern of
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our boat in Tollesbury creek with a mug of tea in
the warm early sunshine, wind light south-west,
tide flooding, a few little terns (‘sea swallows’)
diving for their breakfast, and the bacon for mine
smelling good from below. Soon my magic carpet
(dinghy?) would come to take me to Iran; I still
have an unfulfilled ambition to see the Blue
Mosque at Isfahan and other places thereabouts
too, with a good guide. Not wishing to be hurried
today, I would skip the Taj Mahal and come back
to Europe. A corner window seat for both of us
please, first class, to Santa Lucia rail station in
Venice, walk across the piazza to our waiting boat
and go slowly down the canal. Then sit for a while
opposite St. Marks, well wrapped up, it’s February
now, and watch the carnival procession pass by.

1 January 2017

I would try to fit in a bike ride this afternoon, across
north Holland or Germany with the wind behind us,
wondering where we would eat and sleep tonight.
Then a hot bath and a good supper with half a dozen
close friends might be expected to end the day, but
on this magic day I would wrap up and magic back to
my creek and snuggle down in the dinghy with a
particular friend, some chocolate and a flask of
coffee, and catch herring in the light of the full moon.
Rowing back after an hour or two would warm us up.
And a good sleep to follow a good day’s dream.

What is the way you would like to be remembered?
Difficult! A nice chap who enjoyed life?
Many thanks Kit, that was really enjoyable … and
next month it will be …

—————————————————————————————!
MEETING REPORT - 1st December - DG Terry Dean!
!
DG Terry Dean said he was going to speak to new members
particularly today.
He relayed a story about a yacht at Titchmarsh marina where he had
been on at a team building event from his workplace. He felt he learnt
a lot during those 4 days at sea. The North sea in November is not the
kindest of places and those on board had to pull together to ensure
safety and success. His on-board trainer had said "Find out what
you're good at - and do more of that!" “And” he said, “it's true for
Rotary too with added value when you think of the ripple effects of
the work Rotary does - worldwide.”
From simple tin rattling to raising funds for a well in Africa which
can help an entire village, the work of Rotarians is truly special.
There are 35,000 Rotary clubs in the world with around 48,000 members in the RIBI area and that is a
decreasing figure and therefore there is a real problem to be addressed immediately as there is still a need
for the work to be done in the future.
Terry mentioned a few of the things Forum does which particularly impress him including 'Food for
Thought ' Bus Pass Challenge, choir competition, mock job interviews, the Way Ahead, RYLA, 500 miles,
etc. He praised the work Forum does and the amount of tremendous effort they put into everything they do.
Terry went on to talk about the support and strengthening of clubs, focussing the incredible humanitarian
service and the need to enhance our public image. People need to realise that Rotary is not a lunch club for
old fogies. We should promote Rotary more and tell people about our aims and projects.
Next year will see the 100th year of Rotary Foundation and all clubs should be
thinking of something special to celebrate the event.
Terry ended his presentation detailing the success of the near eradication of
polio with 300,000 known cases a few years ago down to just 30 reported cases
this year.
Before President Ray gave the vote of thanks, Terry presented him with the
little, furry 'polio bear’. More news of ‘him’ later.
We were very happy to welcome our DG Terry Dean today and hope he'll be
back to see us soon.
JP
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MEETING REPORT -8th December - Andrew McTear
Business Turnaround Recovery & Angels
Andrew told us of his business
experiences, starting as an
accountant with Peat Marwick which
is today known as KPMG.
He
specialised in insolvency and
recalled fondly his first case in 1984
dealing with a mushroom farm in
receivership. Experience was gained
on the hoof as he listened to the
directors and managers and simply
repeated to the worried creditors all
that he had heard. It seemed to work
fine! In those days, he was usually
working for banks that had called in
a receiver and this involved the
unpleasant task of redundancies etc.
Sometimes, however, the job could
be much more creative, as illustrated by Andrew
recalling the restructuring od a specialist
engineering company which had a
marvellous contract but
insufficient cash to invest to
enable the job to be done. By just
arranging financial tinkering with
the payments to a supplier, the
contract was completed saving
jobs and the company as well.
With his specialist hat on Andrew
formed his own firm in 2000 with
an initial staff of 6. It was focused
very much in East Anglia, with
bases in Norwich, Ipswich,
Cambridge as well as London.
The firm now has around 50
people in it and with carefully
chosen words, Andrew told us
that it the most active firm of its
kind in East Anglia. There are 800
insolvency practitioners in the UK
and Andrews firm has four of
them.
It was involved in the
administration of Brooke Marine
and notably in the saving and
reconstruction of a North Norfolk
business. This had 85 employers which had to be
savaged to just 35. But with new management,
and the expertise of Andrew’s firm, this company
is now employing 135 people and making £2
million profit annually.

!
!!

!

The term Business Angel is
somewhat self explanatory. Whilst
much of Andrew’s work involves
giving an ailing business a decent
end and burial, the turnaround
scenario if far more satisfying,
putting together outside money and
talent into decent businesses going
through a tough time. There are
usually differences to be bridged
between what the old management
thinks their business is worth and
what is an acceptable entry cost for
the new investor who will normally
and understandably want to take
control. Technology is being used
through IP-bid.com, a website for
matching the needs of ailing businesses with those
able and willing to keep the company as a going
concern .
Then Andrew went on to tell
us about the Hierarchy of
Macroeconomic Cycles. The
WHAT did I hear you say? A
reasonable question.
But
basically what goes up must
come down – sometime. It’s
just a question of when.
History shows us that the
economic ups and downs do
occur with a pattern of
regularity. And if you are the
insolvency business, then the
forewarning of a recession
could be most useful, bringing
corporate patients in like
economic flu victims during a
financial pandemic!! There is
no doubt that good times
engender greed and financial
irresponsibility which together
bring the seeds of the potential
failure when the wind changes
direction, as indeed it always
does – sometime! The knack is knowing when and
the charts which Andrew gave us were indeed
thought provoking.
In his vote of thanks, John Threlfall reminded us
of the time when bankruptcy carried a stigma
which we do not see today. Perhaps Andrew’s
firm, his experience and expertise might play some
part in that!!
CNB

!
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A Christmas Celebration – St.Botolph’s Sunday 11th December.
well as
music from
soloists,
duos and
two full
choirs

When
Ian said
to me
t h e
week
before
t h e
concert
that he
h a d
s o l d
only 100 tickets (but that we WERE going to enjoy
ourselves!!) I thought the afternoon would be
dominated by nervous performers rattling around a
huge auditorium being half heartedly and politely
applauded from the ranks of empty seats. HOW
WRONG CAN YOU BE?? The church was full
and I lost count of the heads when I got to around
250.
If I have any
regrets, it is only
for those who
could not get
there. They
missed
a
wonderful
occasion.
The
accolades
received are
Our very own Colin and Sue.
both rewarding
and accurate.
Do take time to look at them. The occasion was
flawlessly planned and entertainers and audience
alike
were
privileged to
benefit from the
impeccable
planning.
The
programme was
indeed varied
containing
readings, serious
and humorous, as
Ali Mercer & Phil Chatfield

!

!b u r s t i n g

with young
energy and
enthusiasm.
Feeding the
Sally Leung & MP Will Quince
ears without the
stomach is short
sighted and the half time fayre of donated mince
pies (thanks Tesco!) and mulled wine were indeed a
touch which helped the celebration be exactly that.
The well organised army of helpers achieved the
seemingly impossible in feeding the 300 in the time
designated for the interval.

!It is tempting to mention performers but unwise

since they all contributed in time, energy and talent
to help establish Rotary and Forum in particular as
an organisation without which Colchester would
surely be a poorer place.

!For those who regret being unable to share in this

feast of talent, I would strongly suggest that they
indelibly mark March 11th on their calendars for
the next treat at St Botolph’s. As Ray mentioned
in his thank you speech on Sunday, we owe an
enormous
debt
of
gratitude to
Ian
Dewis
for his vision
a
n
d
experience in
p u t t i n g
t ogether and
overseeing
this absolutely
splendid event.
Sally Leung and the Colchester military
CNB

!

children's choir

The Bulletin of the Rotary Club of Colchester Forum

1 January 2017

Gus the bear to help end polio!
District Governor Terry Dean has kindly given the Club one of his beloved
bears for adoption. By popular vote at the Christmas lunch he was named
Augustus (or Gus for short). Augustus means “great” or “venerable” from
the Latin derivation “to increase”, which seems a very apt name for a bear
which will increase awareness of the Rotary End Polio Now project. Gus
is now about to start his journey, raising funds and awareness and having
some great experiences to write home about.
You can all help Gus achieve his ambition of travelling the world, going
on days out and even attending special events and happy occasions, be
they Rotary, family or anything else.
All you need to do is pay his agent a modest booking fee (suggested
minimum donation of £10) and Gus will honour you with his presence. Of
course, he will expect photos to be taken of him wherever in the world he
is and for his companions to contribute to his blog. He will bring his passport and very little luggage. He will need to
be taken care of and returned home in one piece!
To start his adventures he will have shared Christmas with the Beverley family and bookings are now open for any
Club member to hire him for their high days and holidays. Let’s see if we can give him lots of memorable
experiences and raise funds at the same time! Contact Mary Beverley (Agent to the stars and Gus!) to make your
booking.

BIRD TABLE by David London
On dustbin day each week I am surprised by the appearance outside almost every home of the little green containers for
food waste. To my knowledge ours has not made a “public” appearance since it first arrived ages ago. This is not to say
we eat up everything so loving prepared by beloved – always a good idea to flatter early on! Inevitably we reach
“saturation point” and being beyond re-heating for the morrow it is discarded. BUT it is served to the resident bird
(feathered) population who seem to be thriving on it. Years ago to cater for this we purchased a bird table which
unfortunately need to be assembled before being installed in the back garden.
You may not be aware of my ability – or to be strictly accurate - lack of ability with
screwdriver or any other assembly type hardware. If I pick up a hammer Anne dials the
first 2 “9’s” then waits for the yell! Consequently the table upon completion had a distinct
small list to starboard. This was rectified by offsetting the hole in the ground for that leg
higher than the other three. It did make it a bit unstable, so unsuspecting pigeons on their
first Harrier like approach – it had a roof – could be seen circling to have another go. The
lighter birds had no such problem, but a pigeon, having successfully landed, was still
recovering and was reluctant to share. As a pilot I know all about exciting landings!
To mark our 50th. wedding anniversary No.2 son – genealogically* – purchased a new
magnificent table with the gap between the arches too narrow for the pigeons. They have taken great exception to this,
waddling below it, hoping for anything the smaller birds may throw over the side. You may not know that robins are not
over keen on rice which has been in contact with curries. Having observed this, it is now thrown by us straight onto the
lawn. But to come back to my original point any waste not heading for the compost is put out, with a seagull constantly
circling for anything exotic that hits the lawn. Anne removes any fat before cooking meat and the gulls are there
immediately – it raises the question have they a very acute sense of smell?
I should also mention that on non-waste days they get a handful of bird seed ex-Wilco and one for the pigeons as well. It
was amazing how after extended holidays they all noticed the morning after we were back jumping up and down on the
fence waving their “Welcome back” banners!. Perhaps I should send a copy of this to the Council, I might get a rates
reduction!!
* It’s best to keep them on their toes, they know only too well that anything that displeases Pater will result in
mutterings about contacting the family solicitor
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FREEWHEELERS by Marilyn Ward
Christmas Lunch 14th December
Greyfriars is a building which has served the people of Colchester in
many diverse ways over the years. Most of us will remember attending
classes when it became the College for Adult Education. Ann Blaxill
recalled attending day school there and even recognised the
headmistress’s study, the room where we met before going into lunch.
Going back even further, the site, if not
the building, served as a Franciscan
friary, a family home, a botanical garden
and a boarding school. Its most recent
Ann Blaxill & Ann Stedman
reincarnation is as a luxury hotel and
restaurant. It has been totally refurbished to a
very high standard but has been able to
retain some original features such as the
magnificent stained glass windows at
one end of the dining room.
Pauline Jones & Geraldine Russell
Geraldine, when seeking somewhere
special to hold our Christmas dinner,
booked lunch for ten Freewheelers on Wednesday
14th December. The tables in the restaurant are well
The restaurant
spaced out and laid up for fine dining. The chairs are very
comfortable although some of us found them a little slippery
but fortunately no one landed under the table! The food and service were excellent
and we were able to have a very leisurely meal. As you can see from several of the
photos everyone enjoyed the experience and before leaving we all raised our glasses
to thank Geraldine warmly for organising such a pleasurable start to our celebration of
Christmas.

!
!
Birthdays: January 9
Viv Juniper

th

Gwen Light

January 17th

Nancy Dean

Coming events: Thursday 26th January Lunch at The Crown Lexden Road. Contact Ann
Blaxill if you wish to come.
If you’ve some time on your hands, try this JANUARY QUIZ. Answers below if you need them!
1. What is the chemical formula of snow?
2. Which famous comedy double-act partner made the first ever UK mobile phone call, New Year's Day, 1985?
3. Pine needles are said to be a good source of which vitamin?
4. What celebratory receptacle is falsely claimed to have been modeled on the breast of Marie Antoinette?
5. Which hugely popular actor was born on Christmas day 1899?
6. When the Julian calendar was switched to the Gregorian calendar how many days were dropped?
7. Portuguese navigators discovered 'The river of January' on Jan 1st 1502. What is 'The river of January'?
8. The Anglo Saxon name for January was which predatory creature?
9. On New Years Day 1925 Norway changed the name of its capital city to Oslo. What was the previous name?
10.The European Economic Community (EEC) was first established on Jan 1st of which year? plus or minus 1
11.The Commonwealth Of Australia was proclaimed on New Years Day in which year? plus or minus 5 years

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

H2O
Ernie Wise
C
Champagne coupe (champagne glass, the flat, saucery one, not the long pointy one)
Humphrey Bogart
Eleven
Rio de Janeiro
Wolf
Christiana
1958
1901

