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Club Meetings
February 2018
1st

The winners CRGS with Mayor Cllr
Gerard Oxford and President Peter

Colchester Emergency
Night Shelter - Marina
Woodrow

VoT/Host Ray Gamble
8th

Frugal lunch in aid of
Mary’s Meals

VoT/Host Michael Jones
15th

District 1240 Governor,
Nick Sillitoe.

VoT/Host: Pres. Peter Powell
22nd

Business Meeting

OoR

Robin Smith

YOUTH SPEAKS
COMPETITION

!
March 2018
1st

Fellowship Afloat
Charitable Trust Sarah Case

VoT/Host Kit Hughes
8th

Football Association
Barry Bright

15th

The Law - Mark Lowe
QC

VoT/Host Andrew Crayston

!
!
!

Mayor Cllr Gerard Oxford
and winner Miles Black

Julia & the
Mayor

We held another very successful Youth Speaks (intermediate)
competition this month. This year’s winning team (shown above)
was the Colchester Royal Grammar School talking on the subject
of ‘Planet Plastic - what on earth?’ with chairperson Naren
Shanmugam, Speaker Miles Black and Vote of Thanks Kasim
Manzoor. They proved just how in tune they are with today’s
environmental needs. There was also a ‘Best Speaker’ award for
the evening and that was given to Miles Black. Also shown here
is our organiser Julia Harding. See page 5 for full story.

In this issue: President’s Ramblings, North Essex Building
Preservation Trust, The Brightlingsea Railway Line, Getting to Know
You ..Alan Tindall, Youth Speaks, Freewheelers and more!
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PRESIDENT’S RAMBLINGS

!I was lying in bed this morning growing ever more impressed by

& Colin Bennett

those columnists who write weekly or more frequently for
newspapers, and wondering what I could write this month, when,
I recently had the need to ask for telepathically I opened an email from Jo asking, by way of a gentle
an NHS orthopaedics
reminder, “how do you fancy a ramble?”
appointment. “No problem;

!

That’ll be 70 weeks time”. One
year and four months??! Dead or Now, like all Rotarians, my pathetically sad wit and charm are such
better came to mind. Thank that my instant proposed reply was “I will ramble with you anywhere
goodness we have the Oaks on and any time”.
our doorstep.

!

If it's not too late can I
recommend you take notice of the
“Something to celebrate” ad on
page 5? The pre-Christmas snow
caused the postponement of the
concert but after much rearrangement, it's back on for the
4th February. Do try to attend, not
just because it's in aid of the
Cancer Centre, but also because
it's going to be a concert to
remember.

!But hold on! If I press send is that sexually harassing her? Will Jo be
wearing a black dress and holding a “me too” placard?
!We men are walking on egg shells. Behaviour which seen
subjectively was, at best, mildly flirtatious, or at worst, just boring
(depending, I suspect, on whether the remarks are from George
Clooney or some ugly old fart), is now potentially reputation
wrecking. Safer to say nothing. So I did not reply to Jo at all. Better
to be rude than misinterpreted.

!I resolved not to speak to those of a non masculine gender but intend

to communicate by sign language. How can this be offensive?
Rotarians (and of course I include all genders in this) be warned. I do
There is the start of a tingle in the not seriously think Jo would be offended by a jocular remark from
spine as we begin to have me but do you not fear we are on a slippery slope where every
discussions with the other 3 remark is potentially sexist, racist, ageist or in some way offensive?

!

Colchester clubs on a repeat of
“The Auld Nag’s Folly” which
had its premiere last year
(Proceeds in aid of Age Concern
Colchester). I am sure momentum
will build until the event in
September – keep watching for
more news.

!If in doubt you may care to read RIBI’s Dignity Policy document.
Have common sense and good manners disappeared to such an
extent that we need RIBI to spell everything out.

!I will now get down from this high horse, take my medication and lie
in a dark room.

Peter
DIARY DATES:
2nd Feb
12th Feb
15th Feb
23rd February
7th March
7th March
12th March
14th March
14th March
24th March

!

There is much to look forward to
in February with a wide range of
speakers – not least DG Nick
Sillitoe on 15th.
Enjoy!

!
!

Jo

29th March
6th to 8th April
9th April
21st April
26th April
6th May

Mercury Theatre Colchester Operatic Society "Hairspray
International committee meeting
DG’s visit with Nick Sillitoe
Rotary’s 113th Birthday
Mock Interviews at St Helena School
District Youth Speak Final - Intermediate
International committee meeting
District Council Meeting at Writtle college
District Youth Speak Final - Senior
Concert with St. Edmundsbury Male Voice Choir &
Swing Express Band at St. Botolph’s Church at 7.30pm.
5th Thursday Meeting at the Chelmsford Racecourse
RIBI Conference at Torquay
International committee meeting
Danbury RYLA heat Mid & North Essex
Club AGM and Business Meeting
Thurrock RYLA heat South Essex

!
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Meeting: 4th January David Balcombe, Director of Colchester and NE Essex
Building Preservation Trust by Jo Portway

!

David Balcombe came
to us today (at very
short notice) to talk to
us about ‘Jumbo’ (the
Balkerne Water Tower).
David specialises in
finding solutions to
complex or formidable
problems and work for
both public and private
sectors. Occasionally,
he takes projects from
brief to permission to
project management and
completion. His varied work background also equips
him to see ways through the maze of local government
bureaucracy and policies that can be so daunting to both
the self-builder and seasoned developer!
Colchester & North East Essex Building Preservation
Trust was set up in 1995 dedicated to helping save and
conserve historic buildings at risk within the historic
town of Colchester and the surrounding countryside. The
trust was formed for the purpose of acquiring historic
buildings “at risk“, restoring and selling them and using
the proceeds to acquire more buildings.
However, the trust also has a much wider
brief, and can also fund relevant research,
publish pamphlets and books, and raise
funding for major projects.
David told us Jumbo is largely intact
although, regrettably, the decorative
cornice above the water tank was
removed 20 years after being erected,
possibly for practical reasons. Many other
water towers of this period have either
been converted to other uses or have been
altered in such a way as to compromise
some of their special interest. The
survival of the 19th century pumping
station at the bottom of Balkerne Hill
adds further evidential value to Jumbo.
Jumbo is without question, the most
impressive and important municipal water tower in
England. In assessing the significance of the various
elements of the structure, set against a comparative
analysis of the typology, it is clear that both the water
tank and the open nature of the legs should be retained,
preserving its industrial character. These are rare and
significant features and indeed, the open leg design is
one of only a very small number of ‘open arch’ towers
left. Jumbo has landmark status and is regarded with
true affection - amazing considering it was an industrial
building.
David told us some of the history of Jumbo with its origins
situated in the appalling fact that figures show that deaths in
Colchester due to contaminated water were 28 per 1000 in
1840 although this decreased to 15 per 1000 in 1890 as a
result of the erection and use of the water tower.

His Trust had been employed to look at options for
Jumbo in the future, bearing in mind it is a Grade II

listed building gradually rotting and in need of
immediate attention. Jumbo has been a problem for over
30 years. What to do with such an iconic building? Each
of the options put forward in the last 30 years would've
lost money - as much is £2.5million in one case. The
Trust is able to help with organising grants with less
emphasis on the commercial funding side.
Much work is needed including repairs to the copper
roof, the cupola is in a dangerous state, the tower has
cracks - in fact more than £1 million is needed just for
the outside costs.
Their consultation exercise (an extensive piece of work
in 2016) resulted in a collection of 7 options with 4
themes: full restoration without a formal end use at this
time, public facility with or without catering, high level
restaurant & residential. They tried to make sure a
cultural element was included and have had discussion
with The Mercury Theatre, the Arts Centre and local
restaurants. There would be a 50 cover restaurant (with a
guesstimate income of £40K), possibly a roof terrace
(lift to upper levels of course), open space on the top
floor for a multitude of options including an area for
school use (linking with their curriculum and using apps
for phones and tablets), a virtual reality museum using
masses of technology (rather than
touchable exhibits), maybe a comedy
club or other performance arts, and a
clear space for private dining, etc. So
many possible uses!
Of course there is a price tag of around
£3-£4 million (and that always increases
as time goes on).
David’s team will be applying for lottery
funding, CBC grants and funding from
Heritage England.
A decision on the proposals will be made
in June although this may be put back
because lottery funding structures are
changing. The approximate build time
will be 3 years. Around £500K will need
to be found locally.
There were a whole host of questions for
David and included a reminder from Ray Gamble that he
had in fact abseiled down the tower once. Duncan asked if
anyone had considered knocking it down although David
assured him that would not be possible as it is listed. He
further asked if the aims were likely to be achieved
(especially as previous attempts at development had failed).
David gave a resounding ‘yes’ although there will be a need
for local people to get behind the idea. Ron raised the issue
of there being so many restaurants already in Colchester so
how can they be sure another would be successful? David
responded that Christie’s Consultants had made an in depth
study and there is a definite market for a restaurant in such
an iconic building.

If you need full information on the Trust and its work on
Jumbo go to their website: http://colchesterbpt.co.uk/
2016/05/13/jumbo-options-released/
We’re grateful to David for his most interesting talk and
for his work on saving this building - a jewel in
Colchester’s crown which needs to be treasured.
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Meeting: January 11th -The Brightlingsea Railway Line by Jo Portway

!Our planned speaker for today was postponed but stepping in at very short notice

was our own Andrew Crayston to tell us about the Wivenhoe to Brightlingsea
‘River Ride’ railway line.
Andrew made it clear at the start that this was to
be a short nostalgia and social history trip.
Nostalgia for the older members and a slice of
Brightlingsea station
history for Dominic and Julia!
The railway came to Colchester in 1846 with the
Brightlingsea branch line being opened before
the Clacton branch. It started running to
Brightlingsea in April 1866, was closed in 1964
(another hatchet job by Dr Beeching). Its coming
( as with all areas where a railway was introduced, worldwide) produced
a flourishing town and it’s a huge shame it hasn’t yet been reopened.
The station building was located on the southern side of Lower Park Road where the town's community
centre now sits. The station and line was built by The Wivenhoe & Brightlingsea Railway company. This was
incorporated in 1861 to build a line from Wivenhoe to Brightlingsea which opened on 17 April 1866. The
company was a separate, but associated, company to the Tendring Hundred Railway which had built the line
from Colchester to Wivenhoe. The GER soon negotiated to buy both the Tendring Hundred Railway and the
Clacton-on-Sea Railway, and both became part of the GER on 1 July 1883. The Wivenhoe & Brightlingsea
was absorbed by the GER on 9 June 1893. The line was temporarily closed on 1 February 1953 following
severe flood damage common to many eastern areas that year but was not reopened until 7 December that
year.
The service was identified for closure in the Beeching Report of 1963 and was eventually axed in 1964. This
was supposedly prompted by the high costs of maintaining the railway swing bridge over Alresford Creek,
which was necessary to allow boat traffic to the many sand and gravel pits in the area. The station building
stayed in place for four years after the railway's closure until it was damaged by fire in 1968. The building
was finally demolished in November 1969.
Remains of railway: The visible relics of the railway's presence today are the Railway public house and
micro-brewery, and the old embankment which is now a footpath. It is possible to walk along virtually the
whole length of the former route from very near the site of the old station in Brightlingsea along the old
embankment to the site of the former swing bridge. This makes for a pleasant, scenic walk alongside the
River Colne with its ecologically interesting salt marsh environment.
Wivenhoe railway station was open in May 1863, renamed Wyvenhoe in
Wivenhoe station
1879 and renamed Wivenhoe in 1911 (?) Wivenhoe railway station is on the
Sunshine Coast Line, a branch of the Great Eastern Main Line serving
Wivenhoe. It is 56 miles down the line from London Liverpool Street and is
situated between Hythe to the west and Alresford to the east. The station
was opened by the Tendring Hundred Railway, a subsidiary of the Great
Eastern Railway, in 1863. It has two platforms, a manned ticket office, and
is currently operated by Abellio Greater Anglia, which also runs all trains
serving the station. It is a short distance from the River Colne at Wivenhoe
quay and its car park is the starting point of the Wivenhoe Trail, a cycle track
that runs alongside the river to Colchester. A few hundred metres east of the station is where there was a
junction for the single-track branch line to Brightlingsea.
Andrew then showed us a short film called Rover Ride about the Wivenhoe to Brightlingsea Railway line.
It’s a really interesting and memory evoking film made in 1963. As described by the British Film Instutute
(BFI) the film was made by Edward Thorp, known as ‘Chib’, an undertaker from Leigh on Sea, who spent
his weekends throughout the year visiting the rural railway lines in East Anglia with wife Edna and their dog
Micky. Chib always took along his 8mm camera, a good supply of Kodachrome film, and a tape recorder, to
document their trips. Chib would edit the film himself at home, have a magnetic stripe added to the film, and
on his Kodak projector, which had a recording facility, he would record a commentary. The film is included
in the BFI collection on rail travel and can be viewed at: http://player.bfi.org.uk/film/watch-river-ride-1963/
President Peter gave the vote of thanks and was especially grateful to Andrew for stepping in at the last
moment and performing “a first rate job.”

!!
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!
“Something to
Celebrate”!

!

The concert that was to
be before Christmas is
now on 4th February.
Tickets £7 adults, £12
family.!
Always an excellent
event, do try to attend if
you’d like an uplifting
experience. Funds in aid
of Colchester Cancer
Centre Campaign.!
Email for more info:!
iangdewis@gmail.com

!

!

INTERMEDIATE YOUTH SPEAKS by Jo Portway

On a cold and dark Thursday evening this month students (aged between 11-13) from six local schools gathered
together at the Town Hall in Colchester along with their families and friends, Rotarians from Forum and special judges
to participate in the annual prestigious Youth Speaks competition (sponsored by Colchester Institute).
Always a tremendous heart warming event, the students from six Colchester schools - County High School for Girls,
Colchester Royal Grammar School, Philip Morant School, St Helena School, St Mary’s School and Stanway School
showed a high degree of passion for their chosen subjects and were
enthusiastically greeted and applauded by all attending.
It’s a fantastic opportunity for young people to develop the ability to speak on
a public platform, carry out research and formulate ideas, improve selfconfidence and presentation
skills, and work as a team as they
put into practice the skills they
learn at school. It gives them a
sense of achievement, ability to
be creative and use their
imagination, present ideas,
A packed Council Chamber
express opinions and give
reasoned arguments in front of an
The Judges
unknown audience and communicate in a set time. Quite a feat for students
so young. Quite a feat for anyone!
This year’s winning team was the Colchester Royal Grammar School talking on the subject of ‘Planet Plastic - what on
earth?’ with chairperson Naren Shanmugam, Speaker Miles Black and Vote of Thanks Kasim Manzoor. There was also
a ‘Best Speaker’ award for the evening and that was given to Miles Black.
The Judges were Jennie Hunt, Barbara Pears and Antony Southorn. Summing up Jennie complimented all the schools
and gave huge praise for their commitment and fearlessness.
Organiser Julia Harding said “This was my first opportunity to organise this event and I have to say I am delighted it
went so well and more importantly how impressive all the young people were to do what they did. I think it took a lot of
courage to stand up in front of an audience of strangers. I was completely blown away!”
The certificates were presented by the Mayor of Colchester Cllr Gerard Oxford who also heaped praise on the students
for their outstanding proficiency.
The winning team will now go on to the District Finals and we wish them every success.
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Meeting: January 18th - COLCHESTER ARTS CENTRE - Anthony Roberts
by Bill Ward
Anthony was appointed as Director of the
Colchester Arts Centre 26 years ago. He
has come to love Colchester. His first idea
when he first came was that he would be
here for 2 or 3 years and use it as a stepping
stone to other things. He met a Colchester
girl and is still here.
He was born in Watford and was not
particularly academic. He went to Bristol
University and studied English and Drama
and then after graduation became a car park
attendant because he did not know what he
wanted to do with his life. He became a
shop steward for NUPE and these two
years gave him a grounding in real life
which many people in the Arts do not have.
The Colchester Arts Centre is in the
redundant St Mary’s Church and he
describes their work as forward thinking in
an old building. It is a multipurpose
performance centre run by a small
organisation with unpaid trustees. The
Anthony Roberts
usual picture of such organisations is that
they are founded by local performers who
need a venue. Such organisations are
usually in and out of crisis, especially
financially.
They are a mixed performance centre showing jazz, blues and pop. They do children’s shows, stand-up comedy and are
always interested in newcomers. They can allow people to experiment and get experience of performing before an
audience. Some early birds that have had included Graham Norton, Harry Hill, Katherine Tate, Eddie Izzard, and they
have had Cold Play (as a support band). They do have Tribute bands, because they bring in a big audience and they
need the income. Their main audience is younger people but their ambition is to attract a wider age range and have
different genres of music. Artists now have performances about a huge range of themes, identity, transgender and
racism, involving educating people about problems of others. They think of this as giving people what they didn’t know
they wanted. They want to make things accessible so that price is not a barrier but bringing in experimental new work is
always a risk. They do have pay what you can afford events when they ask for the audience to pay what they think they
think the performance is worth.

!

Anthony told us that he had been invited to manage First Site for a year after it had gone downhill for three years. He
found there was a great disconnection between the people of Colchester and First Site management. He tried to make it
work better as a social centre and make it more inclusive but he felt he could not do both jobs properly and concentrated
on The Arts Centre.

GETTING TO KNOW YOU ….ALAN TINDALL

!Where were you born? London / Seymour Place
When did you join Rotary? 1981/2

Founder Member Mersea Island

Why did you join Rotary? Curiosity
What do you think is the best thing Rotary Forum has done a) Internationally &
locally? Olive Jefferies & Jamie Oliver Young
Carers project ‘Food for Thought’
What would you like to see it do - money
unlimited? Support seriously disadvantaged
Children

!How
Alan with Philippa, Pauline
& Chris at ‘Food for

would you describe Rotary to a
stranger? One huge Friendship and Support
Club
What is your 'pet hate' that makes your hackles rise? Pretentiousness

Who is the person/people who has/have influenced you the most? My old Boss. Founder/ Chairman of Tex
Abrasives PLC
What is the unlikely interest that engages your curiosity? Politics
Who in history/now is the person you would most like to buy a pint & a pie? Winston Churchill Cont/…
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What piece of wisdom would you pass on to a child? Be honest and
true
Is there an event that you can recall that altered your life or
character? The birth of my Children
What is the philosophy that underpins your life? Try and do to others
what you would have them do to you.

!

Is there a book or poem that holds an everlasting meaning to you?
The Biggles Series

Those were the days …!
“Yesterday after shopping in our local supermarket, I was in the queue at the checkout, and heard
when the young cashier suggested to the much older lady that she should bring her own grocery
bags, because plastic bags are not good for the environment.
The woman apologised to the young girl & then sighed, "We didn't have this 'green thing' back in
my earlier days."
The young clerk responded, "That's our problem today. You old folk didn't do enough to save our
environment for future generations."
The older lady said "Ahh yes you're right -- our generation didn't have the "green thing" in its day."
She sighed then continued:
Back then, we returned milk bottles, lemonade bottles & beer bottles to the shops. The shops then
sent them back to the plant to be washed, sterilised & refilled, so those same bottles were used over & over, thus
REALLY were recycled. But we didn't have the "green thing" back in our day.
We took our own shopping bags to the shops or the grocery stores put our groceries into brown paper bags that we
reused for numerous things. Most memorable was the use of brown paper bags as book covers for our school books.
This was to ensure that public property (the books provided for our use by the school) were not defaced by our
scribblings. Then we were able to personalise our books on their brown paper bag/covers (or leftover wallpaper). But,
too bad we didn't do the "green thing" back then.
I remember how we walked up stairs because we didn't have an escalator in every store or office building; walked to the
shops & didn't climb into a 300-horsepower machine every time we had to go 200 yards. . . . But she was right. We
didn't have the "green thing" in our day.
Back then we washed the baby's nappies because we didn't have the throw away kind (that stay in landfill for goodness
knows how long). We dried clothes on a line, not in an energy-gobbling machine burning up 220 volts. Wind & solar
power really did dry our clothes back in our days. Kids got hand-me-down clothes from their brothers or sisters, not
always brand-new clothing. . . . But that young lady is right; we didn't have the "green thing" back in our day.
Back then we had one radio, in the house - not a TV in every room. And if anyone did own a TV, it had a small screen
the size of a handkerchief (remember them?), not a screen the size of a football pitch. When cooking we blended &
stirred by hand because we didn't have electric machines to do everything for us. When we
packaged a fragile item to send by post, we used layers of old newspapers to cushion it, not
Styrofoam or plastic bubble wrap. Back then, we didn't fire up an engine and burn gasoline
just to cut the lawn. We used a push mower that ran on human power. We exercised by
working so we didn't need to go to a health club to run on treadmills that operate on
electricity......But she's right; we didn't have the "green thing" back then.
We drank from a tap or fountain when we were thirsty instead of using a cup or a plastic
bottle every time we had a drink of water. We refilled writing pens with ink instead of
buying a new pen, & we replaced the razor blade in a razor instead of throwing away the
whole razor just because the blade got dull. But we didn't have the "green thing" back then. Back then, people took the
bus & kids rode bikes to school or walked instead of turning their mothers into a 24-hour taxi service in the family's
expensive car or van, which cost what a whole house did before the "green thing"...
Oh and we had one or two electrical outlets in a room, not an entire bank of sockets to power a dozen appliances. And
we didn't need a computerised gadget to receive a signal beamed from satellites 23,000 miles out in space in order to
find the nearest leisure park or restaurant.
. . . . But it so sad this current generation laments how wasteful we ‘old folks’ were just because we didn't have the
"green thing" back then . . I think you should tell this story to another selfish old person who needs a lesson in
conservation from some smart-ass young person...
We don't like being old in the first place, so it doesn't take much to make us fed up... Especially from a tattooed,
multiple pierced smart-Alec who can't provide change without the cash register telling them how much.” (Anon)

!!
!
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DO YOU REALLY WANT ME TO BORE YOU WITH MY
HOLIDAY DETAILS? by Colin Bennett

Probably not. But we need a bit of padding to fill
out this month’s OD so I will risk it. There is a
chance that you might find what we found quite
interesting.
Montserrat is a Caribbean
island and you may associate it
with disaster. If you do, you are
spot on, and full marks for a
memory of over 20 years ago.
That was when the volcano
blew. Or more correctly, started
blowing. We went to Antigua in
2001 and visited Montserrat
then on a day trip. The
eruptions were still taking place
and from a safe distance, we
saw pyroclastic flows and
boulders the size of houses
being ejected from the 3000ft
crater. It was 6 years earlier that
the geologists realised the dangers
and evacuated the main town,
Plymouth.
The town was
destroyed in 1997. 19 people
ignored the evacuation order.
They were all incinerated
So why did we want to go back
when 2/3rds of the island had been
devastated and a similar proportion
of residents had sensibly emigrated? Partly
curiosity, but mostly because our usual Caribbean
getaway had been flattened by the hurricanes Irma
and Maria in September. Some call it the price of
paradise. Mercifully, these hurricanes only grazed
Montserrat whereas islands less than 100 miles
away were devastated.

What did we find? A very warm welcome –
and I do not mean the 28C daily temperature.
The island was settled by Irish escaping
religious persecution, and subsequently black
Africans working the sugar plantations. So the
native islanders could be coffee coloured
mixed race through to those we might associate
with Jamaica. Irish names and heritage exist
with a fairly deep religious culture where
honesty is taken for granted. There exists a
number of American and British ex-pats living
on the island, some seasonal and some
permanent. Christmas and St Patrick’s Day are
always busy as many who left the island to flee

the volcano come back to visit relatives who
stayed.
There are few places to stay. The volcano took
away the main town, the hotels, the farmland,
the airport, the harbour and
even the golf course. An
unprotected jetty acts as the
harbour and a small airstrip
has been built on the
unaffected North of the
island. So tourists are few
and far between and very
welcome.
Imagine. You have to rebuild
roads, schools, infrastructure,
homes and public buildings.
Your revenue is limited to what
the remaining 5000 residents
can afford, and many of them
lost everything. So without
international help, oblivion is
the only destination. As a
British Protectorate, the UK has
minimally funded a number of things. The EU
are funding road construction and maintenance.
In consequence, the islanders feel worried
about Brexit, all the more so since they had no
part in the decisive vote to take us out of
Europe.
The roads are twisty and very hilly. 20mph is
the safe driving speed almost everywhere. 4
wheel drive is essential. You can’t hurry
anywhere and nobody does. The majority of
the island is an exclusion zone since the
volcano, whilst dozing for the last 7 years, is
still active. The roads going South end with a
gate and a warning unmistakable in its severity
(reproduced).
We did venture into the
exclusion zone but only with a licenced guide
and policeman, equipped with radio contact
w i t h t h e M V O ( M o u n t a i n Vo l c a n o
Observatory) who would tell us to get out
quickly if the seismographs warned of anything
imminent. The sadness of what we found was
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profound. Ash, boulders
and mud had buried a
great deal. The heat of the
pyroclastic flows could be
seen from twisted steel
and melted Pyrex dishes.
Bent railings showed the
scars of flying and falling
boulders. Chasms in the
ground had opened. And
downwind from the volcano,
sulphur attacked our nostrils.
Hard to believe that once the
volcano falls into slumber
again, and the acidity is
washed out of the ground,
this will be again a fertile
and productive area. Indeed,
the island has grown as the
flows extended well into the
sea creating new land and
beaches.

The house we stayed in was
owned and run by an
American couple who, as
hippies nearly 40 years ago,
escaped America to find a
new life. They did that
alright. They had connections
with the late George Martin
whose recording studios on
the island hosted all the
famous recording artists – Sting,
Rolling Stones, Beatles etc. Lady
Martin still resides on the island.
Now in the later stages of adulthood,
our hosts and built a “not for profit”
hilltop coffee shop which displayed
all sorts of interesting artefacts
salvaged from yesteryear.

In fact, our host and his son has
made a fascinating video of the
live events of the eruption and if
anyone wants to see it, they will
be welcome to borrow it.
We had a great and very different
holiday. It was strange not to be
able to go out to a restaurant
without pre-arrangement. As food is expensive,
the restaurants will not open unless they know

!

1st February 2018!
they have customers.
One night we booked
and ate by ourselves,
apologising to the
owner (who was also
the cook and waiter)
that we had caused her
to come out just for us.
“That’s fine,” she said,
“if I had been home I would
have only done the ironing!”
I was pleased to find that
Montserrat boasted a Rotary
Club.
I was also very
impressed that nearly all the
officers were female. My
hippy host had the name and
phone number of the
secretary so I invited
ourselves to their Tuesday
meeting in a hotel (now
open for food occasionally,
but not yet reopened for
staying guests).
Quite
different from our
meetings. We ordered food
from the menu and sat at a
large table, talking,
debating and eating at the
same time. The club had 31
members but only 12 at the
meeting. They were very
welcoming and were most
happy to exchange greetings.
There was a commonality in
that, like us, they were seeking
younger members (though their
age profile looked quite junior
to ours!) Apart from that, their
priorities were understandably
different. They were proud of
our polio achievements but
their focus was the successful
reshaping and financing of
their homeland together with the
desirability to keep undesirables out from
spoiling what is a community in the remaking.
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FREEWHEELERS

!!
Weren’t

by Marilyn Ward

we lucky! After some
damp and dreary January days, the
sun came out as eleven
Freewheelers turned up for lunch at
the Crown in Lexden Road. Before
our meal a toast was drunk to the
New Year which happily will prove
a happy and peaceful one.
We had a room to ourselves (apart
Val Penfold &
ice cream
from two ladies for a short time)
which meant we didn’t have to
worry when noise levels rose as everyone exchanged news of past and
future plans. The noise subsided when our orders arrived but resumed as
we awaited ice cream, for Val, the only one to be tempted by the dessert
menu. We missed Gwen who when present always delighted us with her
choice of sweet.
Freewheelers certainly travel the world and several itineraries were
Chris Hill & Viv Juniper
spoken of, including Brazil, the Canaries, and the Mediterranean. As a
stay-at-home, I enjoy and marvel at all the countries visited throughout
the world. Thank you Viv for arranging lunch and dealing with the bill but also for keeping in touch with
present Freewheelers and past members of Inner Wheel.

!!
!!
!

Feb 12th
Mar 9th
Mar 12th
Mar 18th

Birthdays:

Doris Fleury
Gill Crayston
Marilyn Ward
Viv Juniper

Future Events:

February 22nd Ploughman’s Lunch – Pauline Jones’ home
March 22nd
Lunch at Donkey and Buskins , please contact Ann Stedman
April 26th
Lunch at The Anchor Nayland. Please contact Rachel Hills

Exclusive Offer for Obiter Dicta Readers:

FREE

Tea or Coffee
Peartree Road, Colchester CO3 0JS

T: 01206 765444 www.hatfields.com

complimentary
filter coffees
or teas*

Valid at Café Poirier in our main store.
Choose either a filter coffee or breakfast tea. Expires 31.03.2018

