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CLUB MEETINGS

NEW
PRESIDENT
STARTS HIS
YEAR

July 2019
4th

Robert Clubb – Bowel
Cancer Survivor.

In a modest handover,
President Michael Jones
was invested with the
chain of office for the
coming year. Read his
first Ramblings
overleaf.

VoT/Host Harvey Faerestrand.
AND HANDOVER MEETING
11th

Martin Ford – The role of a
First Aid Responder.

VoT/Host Bill Ward.
18th

Hugo Heij, a Dutch
business coach –
Leadership in uncertain
times.

Induction of three new members

VoT/Host Jon Neill
25th

Business Meeting

OOR

TBA

Michael seen here welcoming
three new members (from
Trinity) into Forum - Derek
White, David Kemble and
Allen Toms. We look forward
to working with them on future
projects.

August 2019
1st

Phil Wallis – MTSFC
Fishing Charity.

VoT/Host Tony Dutch.
8th

Robert Walker – Intro
into KTP Essex
University

New Vice President
Michael’s first duty was,
of course, to invest VP
Julia Harding.

VoT/Host Irene Kettle
15th

Paul Draper – Royal
Assoc. for the Deaf.

VoT/Host Ivan Stedman.
22nd

Business Meeting

OoR

TBA

INSIDE:
Farewell to
John
Parsonson
and Barry
Donovan
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EDITORIAL
Editors: Jo Portway
& Colin Bennett
That was some month. We
had the sad passing of two
of our long term members John Parsonson and Barry
Donovan. My thanks to all
of those who contributed to
the obituaries which are
further along in this issue.
As this issue has gone to
press, later than usual, the
additional sad news about
the death of another
member - Kit Hughes - has
come through. A proper
obituary for Kit will be in
the next issue. All three will
be sorely missed.
And then we had the
presidential handover which is always a ‘not to be
missed event’. The
handover was somewhat
unusual this year bearing in
mind we lost Cas early in
the year, but others stepped
up to the plate during the
last few months and did
him proud. We all wish
Michael the very best of
luck in his year and he
needs to know that we are
all supporting him in
whatever way we can.
We're sure it's going to be
an excellent year.
And, at long last, after a
year and a half, my other
half and I finally moved.
Never again that's for sure!
I thought I would change
the format of OD for this
new year but in the move
the entire contents
disappeared. So this is issue
No. 2 in the same old
format. Maybe I’ll try again
when I’ve unpacked boxes!

Happy July. “Ah, summer,
what power you have to
make us suffer - and like
it”.
Jo

July 2019

PRESIDENT’S FIRST RAMBLINGS
Sitting here contemplating the next 358 days of my Presidency, I thought that it would
be useful just to look over my 7 months apprenticeship ( well 12 months really, but
this year has been a bit different).
The loss of Cas so early in his life, let alone in his Presidency, affected us all deeply. I
recommended Council that we should seek to complete all of his projects, and support
all of his charities. I am glad to say that we are now nearly there.
Through the efforts of the whole Club, and the particular contribution of Tony Dutch
to two of them, we completed the full programme proposed by the Committees at the
beginning of the year and added the Colchester 10K Run to the programme. This last
event has provided us with a fund to make donations to local charities without having
to run specific events. The first donation that I will be recommending will be £500 to
Colchester Women’s Refuge, the last one of Cas’s charities .
Now we look forward to a new year and the dangerous idea of CHANGE!! I have
proposed a change to the way in which the Club infrastructure works- for a trial period
of a year. In this changed structure we have moved away from the principle of
allocating all Rotarians to one or other of the Committees. We will retain the same
areas of focus- International, Community, Youth and Food for Thought- but run these
through Team Leaders and dedicated Project Managers. You all indicated your first
and second preferences for focus and the Team Leaders will use that information to
seek to involve you in appropriate projects. This will be evident through meetings
being held and planned for July. Now to see if the process works well.
In the last Rotary year we lost several members through retirement and death, and this
hit us all. We have been fortunate that we gained two new members last year and
another four will join us this year from Trinity Rotary Club. Our membership focus
will be on attracting potential members in the 55/65 age range and I would like you all
to look around to your friends, acquaintances and business partners to identify
prospects- and invite them along. In particular we should seek to increase the number
of female Rotarians to better balance the Club. I am looking forward to positive
results!
You will be aware of the plans that the Club has for the year, and will be kept up to
date with progress through the Newsletters and Business meetings. If you see
something that you would like to assist with, then approach the Project Leader and
volunteer....volunteers are always welcome.
As my first ‘ Ramblings’, this has been a bit serious but I promise to lighten up in
subsequent articles.
PS. I would particularly like to thank the Past Presidents who each wrote a
‘Ramblings’ since Cas died.

Michael
DIARY DATES:

26 Aug
29 Aug
5 Sept
12 Sept
14 Sept
26 Sept
3 Oct
10 Oct
25 Oct
12 Nov
14 Nov
14 Nov
19 Nov
21 Nov
21 Nov
26 Nov
27 Nov

Panto Horse Race Derby
Kayla Conley, Dream Interpretation
Lee Watts, From Para to Business Owner.
Matt Thubron, Stop Loan Sharks
District Forum(previously known as District Council)
at Writtle College
DG Official visit
Paul Black MD of Barteck. Diesel Engines.
VOT/Host John Russell.
Katie Skingle, KAT PT Owner & NSPCC
Dinner at the Community Stadium for Stop Polio Now
Youth Choir heat TLA
Youth Choir heat TLA
Sam Good, Colchester BID - Reporter David Jones
Youth Choir heat TLA
Youth Choir heat TLA
Caroline Shearer, Knife Crime - Reporter Bill Ward
Season Concert at Chelmsford Cathedral
Youth Choir Final at Essex University
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Digital Technology & Crossrail - Neill Pawsey - by Colin Bennett
In the comfortable accommodation of Holiday Inn, at Eight Ash Green, and after a very
good meal, Neill Pawsey gave us an informative and absorbing presentation. Not many
topics or speakers could hold the attention of the listener for 67 minutes. Neill succeeded
adding that his parents, sitting with us, might even learn what he did for a living!!
We were told that Neill worked on the Crossrail project for 3 ½ years up to 2015.
He had spent 30 years in construction, after leaving the army, joining Alan Hills and
working on busy building sites. Alan, his employer, once said, “They will never make
computers or robots to lay bricks.” Progress has proved him wrong.
Neill showed a video which illustrated the Crossrail work. Much of this was filmed from
drones, capturing the progress and results of up to 15,000 workers doing, amongst other
things :- building 9 new stations, tunnelling miles of new track using £15 million German
made cutting machines, upgrading 28 stations, robotically spraying concrete and building
the largest ever man-made cavern.
A total of 3 billion tons of soil was removed and placed on Wallesea Island to form a bird
reserve. It was commendable that during the innovative construction, there was only 1
fatality when a lump of concrete fell on the head of a worker near Holborn. That sad event
sent shockwaves through all those involved on this incredible project.
Up to 3 years ago, Crossrail was on time, backed with expertise from personnel who had
experience of, or were involved with, the construction of Wembley stadium (a failure), Terminal 5 at Heathrow and the
Olympic Stadium at Stratford (a breathtaking success). Much of this learning curve was accompanied by knowledge
gained in the use and development of BIM. So what is BIM? It stands for Building Information Modelling. There are
complicated definitions but Neill had his own description which was – “If you have access to trusted information at the
right time, to the right people, this will lead to better decision making.” I don’t think any of us will argue with that. But
how does computing power make a practical difference?
That question was beautifully illustrated by looking back 3000 years. When the pyramids were
constructed, they had to be designed with plans and information communicated to the architects,
the quarries, the engineers and builders. That was in a written form which was communicated
slowly and inefficiently. By placing the design in a computer digital form today, everyone in a long
and complicated supply, design and building chain can have quick, easy access to accurate
information. The benefit does not stop there. One of the common causes of cost overrun on large
contracts is changes made to plans after the construction work has started and progressed. By
making those changes at an earlier stage, cost increases are extinguished or minimised. An
example of this was given in the form of Farringdon station. The value of information as a commodity could be
measured when early digital changes costing £30,000 saved many millions of pounds at the construction stage.
Most of us will have seen the astonishingly accurate imagery which computer games can provide. This Virtual Reality,
now backed by laser scanning, enables designers and planners to see the visual result of the finished project before it is
built. This gave planners the confidence to push ahead with tunnelling just 800mm from the Northern Line tunnel
without stopping the regular trains hurtling past at such a close distance. Planning on an iPad has so many advantages,
least of all that at the contract stage, the contractor has little or no room to price in increases and margins due to
information gaps.
Peter Hill, like many of us, were concerned at cost overruns and delays in recent times at Crossrail. Neill gave us his
personal views for this which embraced the scandalous failure to design and introduce effective software for signalling
for the new service. (Rather like the doctors/NHS/Inland Revenue computer upgrades). Tony Dutch asked if computer
advances will make redundant traditional engineering skills. The answer was definitively “no”. Computers crunch
numbers but humans are needed for innovative design.
Ivan was also keen to know if there was a common thread linking the failures of government contracts. Neill thought
the fault lay in the ways the contracts are procured. Pauline wondered if we, as a country, will benefit from the
experience and expertise. Surprisingly, Neill’s answer was “no”. Like many brilliant British innovations, we have let
the expertise into the hands of people overseas who now gain more advantage than we do.
David Priest gave hearty request for our appreciation of Neill’s presentation, adding that he had noted ventilation
systems in which he may have once had an interest!!
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Roman River Festival - Giles Job by Jo Portway
Giles came to us today as an
expat of the Isle of Man and
now a Wivenhoe resident and
a Trustee of the ‘Roman River
Music’ – a charity around six
years old.
He told us it all started one
autumn day in 2000 as a oneday event – a music day for
12 young people among the
medieval whitewashed walls
of Fingringhoe Church in
North Essex, with a quartet
concert in the evening given
by Juliet Jopling and friends.

With their partners Dance East, the
Mercury Theatre, and Colchester
Arts Centre, they commission new
work and collaborations which
nurture emerging talent.
They give artists the time and space
to develop their skill and create new
work among the salt marshes and
wide open skies of coastal Essex.
They create opportunities for over
1,000 young people to compose,
perform or listen to music and get
involved in the performing and
visual arts.

They also believe that music should
The annual festival has
Giles and Julia (VP)
be part of every child’s education.
steadily grown in popularity
Research
shows that involvement in music
over almost 20 years, and now each
helps
with
maths
and English and boosts self
year over 100 international quality artists perform
confidence
and
teamwork.
in around 15 unusual venues, enjoyed by almost
4,000 ticket buyers.
They start with their early years concerts for the
under-fives and their families with concerts that are
The funding for these events comes via support
relaxed events where children can meet musicians
from their Friends organisation, several Trusts and
and take part in musical adventure through
Foundations, generous businesses and individuals,
interactive songs and stories.
and Arts Council England both via their Lotteryfunded Grants for the Arts programme, and via the
The charity combines strong grassroots support
local Music Education Hub.
from over 100 volunteers with an international
quality programme.
Giles went on to say “The very first concert was 19
years ago in Fingringhoe Church, overlooking a
Giles was very enthusiastic and effusive about the
valley along which runs a tributary of the Colne
charity and displayed obvious delight in his topic
called the ‘Roman River’. It joins the Colne
and a great passion for it.
opposite Wivenhoe, where they put on a concert
every year”.
Kevin Sturdy gave a vote of thanks saying he had
seen the posters advertising the events previously
But, he said, the name Roman River is also
but had not really known much about it - until
serendipitous, as Colchester is a Roman town with
today. He felt an idea dreamed up by a local family
a magnificent and fascinating history, plus they
(the Joplings) has achieved much in its history to
love having concerts on boats – there’s already
date and certainly the working in schools with
been one in the Lightship on the Hythe Quay, and
children struck a note as being empathetic with our
more are planned for the Thames Barges which still
work with local children.
sail out from Maldon, and at venues along the
newly renovated river path with stunning views
from Colchester to Rowhedge.
Giles said they hold their events in a vast range and
types of venues e.g. churches, St George’s Hall,
Chapel Station, the old bus garage in Queen Street,
University of Essex, etc.
Their festival is informal, open to everybody, with
no rules. They convert disused urban buildings into
performance venues because there is no concert
hall in Colchester. Everyone is welcome. If you’re
aged under 30, Giles says you can get tickets to all
their concerts for £6 or less.
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Jon Neill - My Job Talk by David Priest
Jon was raised in Colchester with four brothers in a very competitive household. Jon and two of
his brothers now have their own businesses. Jon says “It was the competitiveness that drove me
on”. Having struggled academically at school Jon left with not the best exam results and went
straight into work.
Jon’s father was the maintenance manager of the Cowdray Centre. Jon had two positions
through him which led to an apprenticeship in Carpentry and Joinery. With that skill he
transferred into manufacturing new wooden sports equipment for a company based in Essex. In
1997 Jon came home one day and said to his wife Jaci “I’m going to start my own business, I
think I could win enough work to pay the mortgage”. In those days that was the main goal! Jaci
didn't think he was organised enough but supported him. She was expecting Amy.
Prior to starting Jon undertook a survey sent out with self-addressed cards to fifty potential
customers. He received thirty-two favourable replies. That told him everything he needed to
know to get going. Jon started in July and Jaci had just given birth to Amy. Jaci would work in
With President Michael
the conservatory answering the phone. And they had a plan. If the business didn’t take off, Jaci
was a nurse and would take bank work. They started from a
shed in Gt Horkesley. They purchased their first computer. The user instructions came on
VHS tape! Jon even had to work out how to turn the machine on. He then went to the local
Enterprise Centre to be told he had done a good plan. So much so there was little more they
could do for them and suggested they get to a bank and just go for it. Jon had a £10,000 loan
from Jaci’s father and needed another £10,000. Incredibly the bank said no, “it was a silly
idea and it won’t work”. Undeterred Jon walked to the HSBC bank who said that’s a great
idea here is the money. By year five they had won many more contracts, one with
Nottingham County Council for over four hundred schools. They had taken over most units
on the farm in Stanway at this point They were starting to spread out of Essex and realised
they needed to promote themselves as a truly national company in order to grow. And while
they were growing things were still good but cash flow was starting to get tight. Jon was
having to change from being an engineer to become more of a manager. By year ten, they
opened their first satellite office in Fort Willem. They went on to win almost every school
Joining in at the duck
and council contract in Scotland after being told we would not succeed as an English
race
company working in Scottish schools.
The Service part of the business includes and “inspect and report” activity on a site sports equipment. similar to an MOT inspection. This inspection is not law but good practise for every school receive a
certificate of safety. SportSafe UK created an ISO standard with UKAS during 2019. This was aimed at
ensuring they retained the position as market leader and to formalise the service offered. SportSafe Uk’s
business is with clients nationwide. Their key markets include:- Schools, colleges and universities,
emergency services and military services, detention centres and prisons, County council inspection and
maintenance contracts, NHS & care sectors, leisure centres and hotels, etc Some companies like the
Metropolitan police will spend around 300K per annum while others, like single schools, only £25.00 per
annum. When they started fitness, machines had not really been invented and there was only one powered
treadmill on the market. They manufacture in Colchester and install using their own teams of engineers.
This engenders innovation with many new products coming to market through them such as remote-control
basketball goals and mobile rebound boards.
Jon started to study and educate himself to be able to cope with the changes that were needed. He even
Don’t ask!
employed a business coach. IT played a huge part in this and proved to be the right decision. All the main
functions of the company operate from Colchester with regional offices just controlling a network of 50
strategically placed regional engineers. During recessions they continued to grow and councils were looking for more cost-effective
ways of working. Being national they could provide that across the UK. When they started in 1997 there were some fifteen
companies in the industry undertaking servicing. Now there are now only around five.
Today the Company now has offices across the UK and Wales and has just opened another in Manchester. They service
and inspect over 16,000 schools with 120 council contracts. They employ just over 100 people and are starting to work overseas a lot
more with larger projects as well as locally including the Trampoline park in Chelmsford, manufactured in the Colchester workshops
and installed - total time on site 4 weeks with a project value of £350,000. (20,000 springs in this park); And SportSafe UK helped
Qatar with equipment for Olympic bid.

And as for the future, Jon went overseas in 2015 to talk to a German company with a mind to set up an office in Germany.
After that meeting an offer came out the blue from the Germans who wanted to buy SportSafe. It was not expected but got Jon
thinking perhaps the time was right. They were top of their game and still climbing. But for how much longer before some
bright spark attacks them? Not wanting to sell to the Germans without testing the market Jon went to a company called BCMS
to see if they could generate more interest. In the end they had fifty companies interested. Ten of them put in offers and Jon
chose ABEO as they seemed a great fit. Jon says “It was probably the best decision I ever made. The timing was perfect.!”
So, in 2016 80% of the company was sold to a world group called ABEO. Jon retained the 20% remaining share.
Now right up to date, and over the last few weeks, Jon decided to exit completely from the business, sell his 20% share and
move on. So, he has just officially retired but for how long? A truly amazing story of a local boy made good. But behind it all
a shrewd self-taught professional businessman with the support and encouragement of his wife Jaci.
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Obituary: John Parsonson 06/08/1941 - 31/05/2019
John’s father was Mayor in Colchester. John qualified at 21 as a Chartered Surveyor and worked at
Fenn Wright, becoming partner in charge of the professional division. He worked for the county
council too at one stage and was a fellow of the Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors.. He became a
Freeman of Sudbury as was his father. He and Jill had two children, Simon and Nicki and 2
grandchildren, Ryan and Charlotte. John was President of Forum in the year 1979-80. I had known
John from very much earlier than this. After I arrived in Colchester in 1967 John came to survey the
house I was buying. I knew him, and the family, also as patients and visited them (in the days when
doctors did visits) at some of the different homes they moved to over the years. I then got to know
him more when I joined Rotary in 1986 and joined in the many endeavours the club was involved in.
It was on the trip to Cycle the Seine that I first found that he was such a talented artist, a fact he had
modestly kept to himself. John loved going on holiday in his camper van and we all knew we had
reached the right destination when we saw it waiting for us. We shall all miss his personalised
Christmas cards. Bill Ward
I first met John fifty years ago on a cold wet morning on a temporary car park /
demolition site in Butt Road on what is now Southway. John, as Fenn Wright, was
acting on behalf of a local land owner and I was the Borough Engineer’s
representative designing the inner relief road system and demolishing half of the
town centre! Over the coming few years we met several more times in similar
circumstances before in 1974 I was invited to join the small group of potential
Rotarians, already including John, on a Thursday lunchtime at Jacklin’s Restaurant.
When Forum received our charter in April 1975, John was already a leading figure
in the club and as Secretary, a role he continued for 3 years, he helped establish the
groundwork for our future. From Secretary he became President in 1979/80 and
during that year we undertook our largest community project at Oxley Parker School
and made our first club visit to Holland, looking to link with RC of Zutphen-Brummen. Whilst this did not develop
further, it led directly to the long standing links with RC of Heemskerk-Uitgeest and John was always at the heart of that
relationship, retaining personal friendships for many years. We have both spent many of our years on the International
Committee and John and Jill were regular supporters of the international projects and the social weekends both at home
and overseas. On a personal note I also have lasting memories of John and Jill joining a small group in South Africa in
celebrating the 50th Anniversary of RC of Brits-Hartbeespoort – another of the clubs we have worked with and shared
fellowship. John’s retirement left him with more time to spend with Jill in the camper van but also time to develop and
enhance his skill with the pencil and paint brush. Over recent years a number of his sketches have appeared in Obiter Dicta
and like many other members, Lynne and I have pictures that he has given us and which will not only remind us of the
subject in the picture but will also remind us of John and all that he has given to Forum and to the many people he has
helped over 44 years in Rotary. John Lloyd
I first met John through Rotary in 1976 when I was a visiting Rotarian from the Rotary
club of Manchester North to the newly formed Rotary club of Colchester forum where
John was secretary. From then on we were pals which was the foundation stone of a
very close friendship between Jim and John and Glenda and I. We shared many
motorhome holidays sometimes with our grandchildren. We also shared countless
continental holidays. The memorable long shared pub lunches where we very often, in
our younger days, consumed copious amounts of wine, etc. And laughed until our sides
ached! We were sounding boards for each other when trying to solve the many
problems of life, all of which seem now to be insignificant. Life will now continue with
huge hole in it but we will do all we can to try and ensure that Jill and her lovely close family limit the depth of that hole.
Rodney Partington.
On the major charity walks and cycle rides organised by Forum, such as Eurowalk 92 and Cycling the Seine, John and Jill
were a great support team with their camper van which became the "food truck" for the event. John and Jill bought the
food every day and then prepared it in the van for the rest of us, often over 30 members. We have long admired John`s
talent as an artist and draughtsman, not least in Obiter Dicta. John designed and planned for his family "their home" in
Layer in 1972, where Liz and I have lived for the past 34 years. Very kindly, John passed onto
me his original drawings for the house, which are special, and have
also been of great use on several occasions. John Threlfall
John Cross, John Parsonson and I were all sons of Hugh’s fellow
Rotarians and I think our collars were probably fingered for that reason.
That anyway was how I got to know John P. John C became first
president, John P the secretary, and I became the treasurer. We all got on
pretty well together (on the whole!) and with the other founder members
soon formed a solid group. John P was very well liked by everyone and
will be remembered with affection for his innovative ideas and the cheery
warmth of his personality. He was a skilled member of his profession and always a pleasure to
meet whether on business or socially. John will be missed in many quarters. His beautifully created
cards and water coloured pen drawings that have featured from time to time in OD have been widely admired and in Rotary we
shall miss those too. Robert Jacklin
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Obituary: Barry Donovan MBE 12.6.1941 – 5.6.2019
by John Russell

Barry was born and grew up in the West End of
London where he went to the Cardinal Vaughan
Memorial school.
His first job was with the Post Office followed by
a spell as an Insurance Agent. He joined the
Westminster Bank in 1965 and in the same year
married Margaret but they had no children.
Barry moved from Maidstone to the NatWest in
Colchester High Street in 1983 and I joined him
in late 1986. For the next 10 years he was a very loyal, able and hardworking
Manager of mine firstly as my deputy in Colchester and when he moved to be
manager of Frinton and then Sudbury branches before retiring in 1996. Barry was
very well respected and popular with customers.
Barry joined Rotary in 1992 and moved to Forum
from Sudbury in December 1997. He was President in 2003-04 and was
awarded a PHF in May 2011, for working tirelessly for the benefit of others
and especially for children. In all he was a Rotarian for 19 years, having to
resign after dementia first set in, since when he has been an Honorary
Member. In the January 2009 New Year`s Honour`s List Barry was made an
MBE for voluntary service to the community in Colchester. It was estimated
at the time that he had been involved in raising more than £1m for various
charities. Some of the numerous positions he held and interests of his were:
Treasurer for seven different organisations. These included the St Helena
Hospice, for which Barry was the first treasurer, holding the position for
twelve years and Magic Moments Charity (giving sick children the holiday
of a lifetime) where he was also a Trustee and a great fundraiser.
He was also a lecturer and teacher for many years on banking subjects.
In 1998 Barry obtained a BSc degree in Financial Services through a correspondence course with UMIST.
He was a Governor of Cornard Upper School and St Benedict`s College and Past President of the Catenians
Association Colchester and a Catholic Marriage Guidance Counsellor. He was also associated with the North East
Essex Catholic Schools Millennium Trust to support schools in South Africa and a member of Scope helping people
with bereavement problems. In addition he was a prison visitor organising a football team albeit all the matches
were played at home!
He was a very active fundraiser for CLIC Sargent during which time Barry arranged a number of enjoyable events
including walking Hadrian`s Wall and cycling from Whitehaven to Sunderland. A number
of Forum members took part and they will well remember that Barry found some most
interesting places for us to stay overnight!

Barry was a keen sportsman and in his
later years became a very accomplished
bowls player. In 2011 he was President
of Dennyside Bowling Association a
nationally known body raising money
for charities. He had a lifelong interest
in Queens Park Rangers.
After all Barry achieved in helping
others less fortunate than himself, he
really did not deserve to suffer for such a long time from his
various illnesses. He will be much missed by many people.
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What a beautiful day for a tea
party…
Julie Morehen held another successful - and delicious - tea
party in her garden in June raising an astonishing £308 for
Mary’s Meals.
Looks like everyone had fun as well as good food!

FREEWHEELERS by Marilyn Ward
All our venues have something different to offer and The Barn, Garden Centre and Café/Restaurant in
Turkey Cock Lane, Copford was no exception. We visited here several years ago but since then the restaurant
has been totally revamped. It is much larger, with modern, bright facilities
and offers seating both indoors and out. The changes have proved very
popular judging by the numbers of customers The restaurant was very busy,
meaning that for some it proved rather noisy. There is a self-service system
whereby you order food and drink, paying for both in advance and then
having it delivered to your table when ready. They offer a good selection of
fresh home-made food. The only disadvantage was, being a large group, we
had to select our menu in advance. Eleven of us attended. Conversation
carried on as usual, most hilarity being caused by one of our number, who
had apparently discovered that her complexion had been greatly improved
by the use of a cream designed for application to an entirely different part of
the body.
Another advantage of our visit was being able to shop after lunch. There was
lots on offer from attractive clothing to fancy goods and, of course, a
marvellous selection of indoor and outdoor plants. Pauline was going to
have a very busy afternoon in the garden, having purchased a large batch of geraniums on special offer.
Thanks to Viv for making the arrangements for our visit which involved more work than anticipated with
having to select the menu beforehand.
Now for a fortnight of Wimbledon watching!!!
Birthdays: August 3rd Liz Threlfall
Future Events: July 18th 12.30pm Assington Farm Shop, Assington Barn,
The Street. CO10 5NA Contact Geraldine before 15th July
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NEW MEMBERS: Another three new members joined us this month. I am sure we’ll get to know them very well
over the next few months but in the meantime ….a quick potted bio.

David Kemble

Born & brought up in Wivenhoe, attended local primary then Colchester for senior school
followed by Colchester Institute. Joined family building and funeral business until
retirement.
Joined Colchester Round Table in 1968 then Colchester Rotary Club in 1984, later
transferring to Trinity a year after its formation. Married Jennifer (nearly 50 years ago),
two children, son in Hove and daughter in Wivenhoe, and three grandchildren.
A keen golfer and an active member of the seniors section at Colchester Golf Club. We
enjoy skiing as a family and spend as much time as we can in the French Alps each
Winter……

Derek White

Derek was born in Ebbw Vale, a steel working town in Gwent, South Wales. He
attended Ebbw Vale Grammar School and there he met Val, his future wife. He went to
the University of Wales in Swansea and read Physics and Education. His first post as a
teacher was in Nantyglo Grammar School, where he stayed for six years. During this
time, he and Val were married and they had two sons. When the family moved to
Colchester in 1968, he taught part-time in both East Ward Secondary School and
Endsleigh Private School and helped the two schools to combine to make Sir Charles
Lucas Comprehensive School. Soon the number of pupils increased to over 2000 and he
became Deputy Head. Early retirement, some time ago, has meant more time for golf,
Rotary and travel, more time to visit museums, art galleries, theatres and more time to
visit The Netherlands regularly to see the three grandchildren and the rest of the family.

Allen Toms
Born in Sussex 1945. Gained a BSc Hons, MICE, MBCS, C.Eng. Was a Consulting
Engineer (Civil and Structural) for entire career. Graduated 1967, initially worked in
London.
Moved to Essex 1972, initially on Public Enquiry, Design and finally Construction of
M25.
Other projects have included Power Stations (coal and oil fired and nuclear), Highways,
Bridges, Underground Structures, Flood Defences, Ports, Heavy duty Pavements,
Foundations, etc, in uk and overseas.
Feasibility studies, Competitive designs, Contract preparation, Consortia teamwork,
administration and Claim resolution. Expert Witness to Courts in disputes. Retired from
AECOM in 2007
Two children from first marriage. Now married to Joan who has 3 daughters.

