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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Winter finally seems to be on its way out and
fortunately once again we have avoided
heavy snow though we have had a lot of rain
to make up for it! Now however we are all
enjoying the spring flowers and blossom on
the trees as we make it into Spring!!!
Another busy three months for our Rotary Club,
unfortunately many members (and their families) suffered the
dreadful virus and other serious illnesses, we always miss
and feel for members when they are unwell, let’s hope the
arrival of Spring brings better health for everyone.
Our biggest event, during this quarter, was of course, the
40th Boxing Night in February. Whilst we did struggle to sell
tables this year we still had a wonderful evening and raised
over £12,000. As I write this we are still unsure how much
we will be able to give to this year’s charities which were
Jigsaw School (a local school that supports and works with
autistic children) and the Purple Community Fund which we
have already given a cheque for £2000.
In March we held the Annual Schools Concert, in which the
Duke of Kent, George Abbot and Prior’s Field schools all
participated; this was a truly wonderful event and anyone
who attended would have been so impressed with the
enormous talent that was displayed and the fantastic variety
of music that they performed.
On Sunday 14th May we will be organising the Charity
Walk and Jane Hindley is overseeing the organisation of this
Occasion. It will be tinged with sadness this year as Geoff
Rouse will be sorely missed and the walk will be in his
memory.
Don has been sending out a weekly newsletter so that all
members know what is coming up in the following week.
This email has been a great success for which we are all very
grateful, please don’t forget to let Don know if you have any
meeting, sporting event etc. coming up so that he can include
the details.
As everyone knows, we have been discussing the way
forward for the Club following analysis of the questionnaire
and from 1st June we will be changing from the weekly
meetings at the Golf Club to bi-weekly lunchtime meetings
and bi-weekly breakfast meetings (on a Wednesday instead
of Thursday) this we hope will enable the members from the
breakfast and lunchtime meetings to have a more integrated
approach to working and socialising with each other; the 5th
Wednesday of the month will be a social evening. See page 6
but more information will come as we get closer to June!
This year’s District Conference will be held down in
Bournemouth on the weekend of 7th October. If you aren’t
able to go for the whole weekend please support next year’s
President Tony Gorham by considering going down for the
day on the Saturday. There will be some wonderful speakers
(see adjacent article) and it will give our newer (perhaps
younger members!!) the opportunity to see how the rest of
the Rotary organisation works and inspire new ideas.

Best wishes – Pauline

FROM THE CENTRE
ROTARY INTERNATIONAL

100 Years of Doing Good in the World
Arch Klumph’s idea for an endowment fund dedicated to
“doing good in the world” planted the seed of The Rotary
Foundation in 1917. Thanks to his vision and staunch
advocacy, and the extraordinary generosity of Rotary
members worldwide, that fund has become one of the
world’s leading humanitarian foundations. That one idea
and an initial contribution of $26.50 set in motion a powerful force for good that has transformed millions of lives
around the globe. There are many celebrations of the 100
years including a dinner at the HG Wells Centre in Woking
on 6th May

R.I.B.I

For over 30 years, Rotary and its members have been
committed to fighting to eradicate polio across the world.
The amount of polio-endemic countries has dropped from
125 to just three, with over 2.5 billion children receiving
vaccinations thanks to the help of Rotary. With eradication
now closer than ever, Rotary International in Great Britain
and Ireland’s latest campaign, Purple4Polio, is designed to
unite communities to engage in activities as part of the final
push to eradicate polio for good. Rotary and the RHS are
Transforming public spaces to brighten up the local area
and promote health and wellbeing by planting 6 million
purple crocus corms.

DISTRICT
District 1145 Annual Conference is
being held at Bournemouth between 6th
and 8th October. Two of the main
speakers are Ann Widdecombe and
Lord Digby Jones. Ann Widdecombe
was one of our most outspoken and
celebrated politicians with forceful views on many subjects.
She also recently became well known for
her unique performances on Strictly
Come Dancing! Lord Digby Jones was
Director General of the CBI and is a cross
bench Lord. He has strong views on the
future of the UK economy having been at
one time Minister of State for UK Trade
and Investment . A couple of excellent
speakers.
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40 YEARS OF
SUCCESSFUL
BOXING NIGHTS

Our 40th Boxing Night was
again a great success despite
being one of the most difficult to sell tables (we had only 14) .
As last year it was a match between a Southern Counties Select
team and a Republic of Ireland Select one. There were 9 exciting
bouts, including two female ones.
With good support from our guests we look as though we will have
made a surplus of around of £12,000. A magnificent result in these
continuing difficult times and particularly with the reduced number of tables.
Many thanks to Guildford City ABC, to the HG Wells, to Shahid Azeem, as always, for his amazing
contacts, to our event sponsors ,Redhawk Capital Partners Ltd and to Downs Solicitors who again
sponsored the raffle .
Our successful auctioneer from last year , Jonathan Pratt of Bellmans auctioneers was again a star
squeezing as much as possible from the smaller audience. Steve Warwick was his usual calm and efficient
self as MC and the girls, led by Vicky Alexander, again did a first class job with the raffle and tote sales.
Most particular thanks are due to Sandra Steer, in her third year in charge, the rest of the Boxing
Committee plus “friends of the committee” and indeed all who helped either on the night or prior to the
event.
As this was our 40th event it is worth reflecting on what has been achieved over that time. We know that
we have raised over three quarters of a million pounds and have thus been able to help many hundreds of
local and national charities. In addition we have done an immense amount of work in Tanzania through
our relationship with the Rotary Clubs in Arusha and particularly Faye Cran. This continues with a new
initiative this year, the Purple Community Fund, which will be launched at an evening meeting on 29th
March. Guildford City Amateur Boxing Club (previously Onslow Lion ABC) would not have survived
without an annual contribution from these evenings and we must have put approaching £100,000 into
that club over the years and thus helped hundreds of young people.
Over all this time a massive amount of work has been undertaken by individual Rotarians to make these
events such a success and every Rotarian who has been involved at any time should take the opportunity
to give themselves a good, solid slap on the back!

4

5th SCHOOLS CONCERT A GREAT SUCCESS
Thursday 16th March saw the fifth Annual Schools Charity Concert at GLive. Unfortunately St Peter’s School dropped
out this year so we only had three schools. However, although initially disappointing, this proved a positive move. Again
this year we had a professional stage manager (Judy) and with her expertise and the extra time available we ended up
with an absolutely superb event.
Thanks to everyone who helped, it was a joy to see the whole concert go as near to the plan as anyone could have hoped.
Everyone left GLive with a smile on their face! The talent on display was again quite remarkable. It was also a delight to
see the input from the students for they achieved a concert which will be remembered for a long time. Because of the
extra time available we had a much wider mix of music from excerpts from We Will Rock You, Oliver and Matilda to
classical guitar, piano and harp solos to jazz ,pop and rock. I know that one shouldn’t pick out anyone specific amongst
such a superb display but Oscar’s rendition of the Neil Young favourite, Heart of Gold will remain in the memory for a
long time.
The finale had all 350+ students on the stage singing the George Michel standard, Freedom 90. A fitting finish.
Guildford is certainly blessed with some very talented young musicians and many thanks to them and the hard working
Directors of Music from the schools for all their
contributions. Also many thanks to our brilliant local
photographer Phill Griffith who was fantastic in
Duke of Kent School
providing his services free of charge. Finally thanks to
Paul Marsh and his hard working
committee for putting on such a great event.

George Abbot School

Priors Field School

Grand Finale
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SUPPORT THE
CHARITY WALK
On Sunday 14th May is our Annual Charity
Walk. The leaflet shown here has been produced
to encourage participants and please ask Jane
Hindley for additional copies if you have contacts
in charities, schools etc who might wish to
participate. Also please ensure that the date is
firmly in your diary as a good turn out of
members to act as marshals, drink distributors,
road crossing guides, car park attendants etc, is
essential particularly as we have two walks this
year.
The event raises a great deal of money for
worthy causes. In many cases groups have no
other way of raising funds.

THE ITALIAN CONNECTION
Andrea Spaccapietra and his wife Renata recently returned to visit
their families in Italy and took the opportunity of attending a meeting
of the Rotary Club of Latina where Renata’s father is a member.
Andrea and Renata are seen here with, from the left, Maria
Cristina De Bonis, wife of the Rotary Club of Latina President,
Giuseppe Titone, the President holding our Club banner, and Genarro
Larenza, Renata’s father and a former Vice President

CHANGES TO TIMES AND VENUES FOR MEETINGS
Following the presentations given to all members on the results of the Club questionnaire it was unanimously
agreed that we should alter the way we meet. From the 1st June therefore the Club will meet as follows:
On the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month we will meet at Bill’s Restaurant @ 07.45 for 08.00 am
On the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month we will meet at Guildford Golf Club @ 12.30 for 12.45 pm
When there is a 5th Wednesday in the month a social event will be arranged and will include an invitation to our
partners to join us.
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SPEAKERS CORNER
Our own Steve Chalcraft, as we know, runs his family wholesale electrical business at Dunsfold Park.
A few years ago when he gave his “my job” talk LED lights were just becoming popular and he has brought us up
to date. Whilst on the surface LED lights are much more expensive Steve showed dramatically how much more
cost effective they are over a period. Some of the figures were quite staggering and we all went away most
impressed.

Honorary Member and Past President Ron Dick has recently retired to Essex and came back to tell us about one of
his favourite subjects, Robbie Burns. Ron has a brilliant way with story telling and he not only gave us the history
and story of Robbie Burns but he also gave one or two readings together with a number of humorous anecdotes.
A most enjoyable and entertaining talk ; we were very appreciative that he had come all that way to talk to us.

Fund Raising Manager from the Royal Marsden Cancer Charity Aaron Tilyer explained to us how this well
known hospital, founded in 1851, was now a NHS Foundation Trust and was the world's first hospital dedicated to
cancer diagnosis, treatment, research and education. He highlighted some of the amazing equipment available to
them including four state-of-the-art Siemens scanners, which include dual source energy and interventional CT
capabilities and a Computerised Tomography scanner (CT) which uses X-rays to produce cross-sectional images of
the body. All of this equipment and more plus their amazing expertise means that patients across both of their hospitals, in London and Sutton ,get the very best of service.

Past Mayor of Guildford Tamsy Baker came to tell us all about the Guildford Mukono Link. Mukono is a large
district some 20 miles to the East of Kampala in Uganda . It has a population of around 550,000 of which some
60,000 live in the town of Mukono – the remainder live in smaller villages and towns. Over the 14 years that this
link has been in existence they have fostered amazing connections with Guildford Schools who have helped in
many ways from building schools to exchange visits, to helping students into university. Tamsy has been the
Chairman of the charity for six years but is now stepping down and will obviously take some replacing.

Karen Morton Clinical Director from the RSCH gave a talk to the Breakfast meeting on the One in Five Appeal.
Tragically one in five pregnancies will end in miscarriage and the Trust needs to raise more than
half a million pounds to create a dedicated and protected environment for these women. Each year Royal Surrey
sees around 2,000 women experiencing difficulties in early pregnancy more than 150 of these for their second or
more miscarriage. Currently, these women are forced to sit alongside other pregnant women in a busy outpatient
department, which can add to their distress. The proposed new facility will include its own scan room, which will
be manned by consultant gynaecologists and obstetricians who specialise in early pregnancy. A cheque for £600
was presented after the talk.
Easton McCracken is a proud Scotsman with an encyclopaedic knowledge of his home country. He gave us a
fascinating and enjoyable Powerpoint presentation of the benefits and history of Scotland. A representative of the
Scottish Tourist Board could not have done a better job! His talk was interleaved with anecdotes and stories
including photographic evidence of what a Scotsman really wears under his kilt! The Scots among us were very
proud of their heritage!

HOW SMART ARE YOU?
A precious stone as clear as diamond. Seek it out when the suns near the horizon.
Though you can walk on water with its power.
Try to keep it, and it will vanish in an hour. What am I?
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SEE WHAT WE CAN DO!
This article about our Global Grant appeared in the Guardian which is the major national newspaper in Tanzania.
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THE NEXT THREE MONTHS
AND FINALLY

April - Welcomers: Barry Gay, Peter O’Keefe

(contributed by Peter O’Keefe)
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Dawn Hoskins - Deafness Awareness &
British Sign Language
7/9 F/Su RIBI Conference
11
Tu
Council Meeting
12
W
Business Meeting
13
Th
Breakfast Meeting
19
W
Speaker TBA
22
Sa
District Assembly
26
W
Ross Kelway - Research Initiatives
at Surrey University

Grandad’s Computer
The computers swallowed Grandad
Yes honestly it’s true
He pressed ‘control’ and ‘enter’
And disappeared from view
It has devoured him completely
The thought just makes me squirm
Maybe he’s caught a virus
Or been eaten by a worm
I’ve searched the recycle bin
And files of every kind
I’ve asked Jeeves in desperation
My searches to refine
The reply from him was negative
Not a thing was found on line
So, if someday in your ‘In Box’
My Grandad you should see
Please ‘Scan’, ‘Copy’ and ‘Paste’ him
In an e-mail back to me

W

May - Welcomers: Don Flack, Chris Parker
3
9
10
11
14
17
24
31

W
Tu
W
Th
Su
W
W
W

Boxing Night Cheque Presentations
Council Meeting
Speaker TBA
Breakfast Meeting
Charity Walk
Business Meeting & AGM/Club Assembly
Speaker TBA
Speaker TBA

June - Welcomers: Brian Ireland, Paul Marsh

Quote of the Decade
(contributed by Bill White)

Judge to prostitute :
“ So when did you realise that you were raped?”
Prostitute, wiping away the tears:
“ When the cheque bounced.”

7
13
14
21
25
28

W
Tu
W
Th
Su
W

Breakfast Meeting
Council Meeting
Lunch Meeting - Business Meeting/ Kids Out
Breakfast meeting/Trip to Royal Holloway College
President Pauline’s Final Fling
Lunch meeting/Handover

ANSWER TO
“HOW SMART ARE YOU?”
ICE

April

The Guildford District Echo
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Barry Gay

19

Hector Goss

26

Geoff Wilson

May

15

Tony Jenkins

June

14

Bob Bass

30

Jonathan Bickerdike
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