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Service above Self

FROM THE PRESIDENT
The summer seemed to disappear and now
here we are in the depth of winter and very
cold it has been, though thankfully no snow so
far! As I predicted in the last ECH we have
just been through a busy three months within
our Rotary Club as you will see below.
This year’s District Conference was held
down in Eastbourne and we were all delighted
with ‘The View Hotel’ where we stayed. I think we all agreed
that there were extremely interesting and inspirational
speakers and we look forward to next year’s conference in
Bournemouth on the weekend of 7th October.
The Bikeathon (or spinathon!) was a great success with really
good participation from Rotarians and the Turnfit staff ,
meaning that hopefully over £3,000 will have been raised for
the chosen charity ‘Topic of Cancer’, the immunology cancer
research unit based up on the Surrey Research Park here in
Guildford.
The Fish and Chip Supper at the end of October was a big
‘hit’ with another testing quiz presented by Don, the BNI
quizzers winning again, can they be beaten next year? - we
will have to wait and see. Certainly the fish and chips were
delicious and a good time was had by all and money for the
crisis in Haiti was raised from the raffle.
In November many of us went to St. Peter’s school to
undertake practice interviews with the older students, a really
worthwhile activity which was really appreciated by the
school and enjoyed by the participating Rotarians. We were
amazed at the confidence and focus of some of the students;
we had great feedback from the school about how the
students appreciated the opportunity to be interviewed and to
receive pointers for their future from Rotarians and others.
Christmas seemed to come quickly and many Rotarians were
able to join me at RHS Wisley for the Christmas Party, great
food, a disco and of course good company!
The coming months will see the Boxing Night on Friday 24th
February so please make sure you keep this evening free!
Regular committee meetings are taking place and we still
really need people to book tables. So what businesses can you
think of that might believe that this would be a good night out
to take business colleagues, friends, relatives etc. to?
Also looming will be the school concert on Thursday 16th
March and Paul Marsh is busy organising this with just three
schools this year so we will all need to work hard to sell
tickets to make this another worthwhile event for our local
community.
Then on Sunday 14th May we will be undertaking the Charity
Walk and Jane Hindley is overseeing the organisation of this
occasion.
The questionnaire went out; thank you so much for the
replies and Don has analysed the returns. I am so grateful to
him for undertaking this difficult task and we have begun to
feedback to Rotarians and we will now look at how we take
the various suggestions forward.
Thanks to everyone for all your support and let’s make 2017
a year to remember!

Best wishes – Pauline

FROM THE CENTRE
ROTARY FOUNDATION

In 2016-17, our Rotary Foundation turns 100. That’s a
century of Rotary members changing lives and improving
communities all over the world. Through the Rotary
Foundation, Rotary members have supported thousands of
projects to provide clean water, fight disease, promote
peace, provide basic education, and grow local economies.
It has also been a leader in the fight to eradicate polio
worldwide.
The centennial is the perfect time to share this impressive
record with the world making sure that every Rotary
member and people in every community know about the
vital work of Rotary and its Foundation.

RIBI
Rotary International in
Great Britain and Ireland
has joined forces with
the Royal Horticultural
Society (RHS) to plant
over seven million purple
crocus corms across
Britain & Ireland as part
of their Purple4Polio
campaign to raise
awareness and funds for End Polio Now. The mass planting
of purple crocus corms is designed to raise awareness of the
fight to eradicate polio and help ensure that more people in
more communities can experience the many positive health
and wellbeing benefits of gardening. The purple crocus
being planted symbolises the purple dye placed on the little
finger on the left hand of a child to show they have been
immunised against polio.

DISTRICT 1145
One of the Philippine
communities devastated by
Typhoon Haiyan is the
fishing village of Tagum on
the Island of Mindanao.
Despite moving their fleet of
around 60 fishing boats well
up the beach, they were all
destroyed by the high winds,
as were the local forests which they might have used to
re-build the boats.
Following a scheme initiated by District 1145 Rotary Club
Rustington , the Rotary Clubs of Steyning and Henfield
and Shoreham and Southwick have jointly financed the
construction of a glass-fibre fishing boat to help replace
those which were destroyed. Around 10 boats have been
replaced so far, and it is hoped that further fund-raising by
all the clubs involved will bring the fleet back to full
strength as soon as possible.

DISTRICT 1145 ANNNUAL CONFERENCE

Some 20 members and partners attended the District 1145 Conference in October at Eastbourne. It was a most
enjoyable weekend with some excellent speakers and, as always, was a great social event.
Although many of the speakers were from charities they were of such a high standard that listening to them was a
pleasure. We had such a wide spread, from Maureen Mwagale from Uganda whose charity Kaana was set up to help
protect street children in that country to Tom Yendall, born without hands and feet, who now provides totally accessible
holiday accommodation for the disabled. To see him operate a powerpoint presentation with his feet was amazing.
Rotarian Richard Brown with ongoing problems with brain injury and Invicta Games star Mike Goody who lost a leg in
Afghanistan were two others who impressed.
At the Gala Dinner President Pauline was presented with teddy bear “Cuddles” who proceeded to wear the President’s
jewel for the rest of the evening.
Tony has already take an option on rooms for next year in Bournemouth so, if you would like to find out more about
Rotary in a friendly environment, and have a great weekend, then please join us.

WE NEED TO SELL MORE TICKETS!
Our Annual Schools Concert is on Thursday 16th March at
GLive .Unfortunately one of the Schools has dropped out leaving just
three. However that has advantages as the others will have more time to
show their many talents and skills and the evening we know will again be a
great one. We do however need to make up the audience numbers by
selling more tickets. We keep 100% of the proceeds of tickets sold by us
so for every Rotarian that sold 4 tickets we keep £50.
We have 45 members- you do the maths!

You can do it!

180 MOCK INTERVIEWS
On Friday 11th November over a dozen of our members together
with parents and business people were again at St. Peter’s School,
putting all 180 year eleven students through mock interviews. Each
Rotarian did between six and ten interviews of these 15/16 year olds
and all were extremely impressed, as always, with the very high
standard of the pupils. Thank you Ruth for organising this enjoyable
and rewarding project.
The teacher in charge of the career advice department at St Peter’s,
Cathy Thompson, who had previously won an award for her work in
this specialised field, thanked us for our continued support of the
school and its pupils (this was the seventh year).

ROTARIANS HELP WISHES COME TRUE
On Monday 19th December members helped a wish come true for
young people with life threatening illness by collecting outside
Tesco’s in Guildford. A total of £459 was donated by the generous
shoppers.
Make a Wish UK, a Camberley based charity, grant magical wishes
to enrich the lives of children and young people fighting
life-threatening conditions. Whether it’s starring in their own films,
walking with dinosaurs, going on an amazing holiday, meeting a
Peter and Roy with Imogen outside Tesco’s
celebrity hero, or having a life-changing bedroom makeover; the
wishes are varied, personal and, most importantly, magical. The effects a wish can have on a seriously ill child
are evident: from creating incredible memories, building confidence and bringing happiness, to providing
respite from the daily struggles that come with a life-threatening condition.
One such young person was Imogen from Guildford, who helped with the collection at Tesco’s. She had
always wanted to meet Justin Bieber and the charity arranged for her to do just that.

BOXING NIGHT APPROACHES
On Friday 24th February 2017 our 40th consecutive Boxing
Night will be held at the HG Wells Centre in Woking. All is
going well with the committee, under the control of Sandra Steer,
beavering away. We have again this year an excellent
professional brochure designed by Sandra and also a new
sponsor, Redhawk Capital Partners. What we need now is more
people to take tables and provide Auction and Raffle items.
This is where you come in.
Please let Sandra or any of the committee know of anyone who can be contacted to help.
All they need is a name and they will do the rest .

INTERNATIONAL UPDATE
It was agreed that the proceeds of our
Fish and Chip supper in 2015 would be
used to help the Syrian Refugee Crisis.
We raised over £900.
We responded to a Shelter Box
appeal by donating 2 Shelter Boxes
which would provide shelter for 2 large
families in Syria. With the
balance we responded to a Unicef
Blankets for Syrian Children Appeal
which would protect children from a
very hard winter. Our donation of £450
would provide 90 blankets for this very
worthy appeal.
Earlier this year we were advised by
the Guildford Borough Council that 4
Syrian families were coming to live in Guildford. It was originally thought that we could use the remaining
£450 to supply toys for the children but decided that we could collect from our members toys and clothes at no
cost. Although only a few members were able to contribute we
managed to collect over 800 items of clothing plus at least 350 toys. I would like to thank, in particlar, Heather
from Charles Russell Speechlys and Nigel from Everycare who supplied a lot of items. Some of the items were
handed out to the Syrian families but obviously there were many items left. Guildford Borough Council were
unable to recommend any further ways of distribution as they have no facilities to store the remaining items. I
contacted many local children’ s charities but was only able to locate 2 who came and collected a good supply
of toys and clothes. They were the Guildford Action for Families, and the Besam Centre in Guildford. We have
received letters of thank you from both Guildford Action and Guildford Borough Council. We were still
however left with hundreds of items.
Eventually I contacted a recent speaker at the Inner Wheel, Rosamund Trembath of the Hope and Aid Direct
Charity. She will send items to Kosovo, Romania and Greece. Currently there are many homeless migrants in
Greece. She has an arrangement with Sainsburys, who will supply Banana Boxes ,which will be filled with
items, and then delivered to where the need is greatest.
Our Global Grant has, at last,
been approved by Rotary
Foundation in USA in the amount
of US$55,000.It has been a long
journey but well worth the
effort. Hopefully, 209
disadvantaged youths in Tanzania
will benefit from the Grant by
being trained and becoming self
reliant. Street youths rarely live
beyond the age of 30.
I am pleased to report that 17 out
of a group of 35 Dressmaking
Trainees have graduated. This
was as a result of a scheme set up
18 months ago under our
Building Lives project in Arusha. (Our picture shows 8 of the Graduates).

Faye Cran spent Christmas in the UK but was unable to attend one of our meetings. She asked me to
convey her thanks to the Rotary Club of Guildford District for their continued support with particular
reference to the Global Grant.

Peter Ricketts (Chairman, International Committee)

ROY REECE
It is so sad to report that so shortly after Geoff Rouse we have lost another longstanding
Rotarian, Roy Reece . Roy, who was Geoff’s Junior Vice President, had been seriously ill
for some considerable time. Our thoughts are with Fran
and the family at this sad time.
A well known dentist in Guildford Roy joined Rotary in
1996 and was President in 2003/4.He did many jobs
during his time in Rotary but was probably best known
for the many years that he organised groups of
disadvantaged children to go to the Chessington
World of Adventures to enjoy Rotary Kids Out.
Roy retired from Rotary in 2015 and, having completed
nearly 20 years of service, was offered and accepted an
Honorary Membership.
A respected and well liked Rotarian who will be missed.

NEXT YEAR’S OFFICERS
Congratulations and thanks to the following who have been elected
to serve the Club during the next Rotary Year 2017/18. As you can
see there are vacancies for the two Vice - Presidents and we
need to fill these as soon as possible.

President

Tony Gorham

Vice President

Vacancy

Junior Vice President Vacancy

HOW SMART ARE YOU?
Are these two orange circles of the same size?

Secretary

Peter O’Keefe

Treasurer

Robin Freeman

SPEAKERS CORNER
Seamus Gains from Surrey Search and Rescue told us that it is a 100% voluntary specialist search
team which helps the emergency services find missing vulnerable adults and children. They are on-call
24 hours a day, with a team of 50+ people and 8 Search Dogs to respond across Surrey and surrounding
areas. They are trained to find and give first aid to anyone who is reported missing or lost and evacuate
them to safety. They operate in woodland, farmland, town centres and around water, where the
emergency services need help and manpower. Seamus brought one of the special vehicles to show
members. An impressive charity supported by donations alone.
Louise Punter, who has worked as Chief Executive Officer of Surrey Chambers of Commerce for 14
years, following 17 years working in manufacturing and business services, spoke to the Breakfast
Meeting about the function and activities of the chamber. She has helped build Surrey Chambers into a
strong representative organisation for Surrey businesses, and become involved in all sectors of the
Community including being a trustee of Satro, Their dedicated team are passionate about helping firms
access services they need to meet their business goals. She encouraged members to make full use of
these services particularly as our rotary Club are full members of the Chamber.

Ruth Andoh-Baxter had spoken to us a few years ago when with another charity. She is now the
Marketing Manager of Make-a-Wish UK a charity based in Camberley which grants magical
wishes to enrich the lives of children and young people fighting life-threatening conditions. Whether it’s
starring in their own films, walking with dinosaurs, going on an amazing holiday, meeting a celebrity
hero, or having a life-changing bedroom makeover; the wishes are varied, personal and, most importantly,
magical. The charity goes above and beyond to grant very special wishes to very special children; their dreams
made a reality at a time when they need it most. An excellent charity who we helped with a collection outside
Tesco’s.
Sarah Cathcart heads up the educational section of the Royal Horticultural Society at Wisley and spoke
about the various courses that they run at the RHS, specifically the Campaign for School Gardening which
inspires and supports schools to provide children with gardening opportunities to enhance their skills and boost
their development. Their work with schools has shown that the direct benefits of gardening for children are wide
ranging such as improving physical and mental well-being, building life skills such as confidence, teamwork
and communication, enhancing literacy and numeracy skills, enriching the entire curriculum from science, etc.
Basically it helps young people engage with their surroundings better and develop a sense of responsibility.
Sarah de Carvalho left her well paid media career in London in 1991 to live and work among the street
children in the slums of Rio de Janeiro. She went on to found Happy Child International which is dedicated to
providing physical, educational and spiritual care for street children. Today, Happy Child runs nine homes in
two major cities in Brazil and has rescued, rehabilitated and reintegrated over 8500 children. In 2014 she
realised that the huge influx of tourists and sporting fans to a country whilst a major sporting event is taking
place – World Cup followed by the Olympics in Brazil - increases the risk of children being exploited. She
harnessed the power of sport by involving high profile sportspeople to get the message across . Over the
campaign she reached 212 million people globally. An amazing story. She is now working on a similar
campaign for the 2018 Winter Olympics in South Korea.

Sean Smallbone was a regular soldier with the Princess of Wales Royal Regiment and
suffered from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder when he returned from Afghanistan. He left the
army but was still affected considerably , even contemplating suicide. The regiment came to his
rescue with counselling to such an extent that he became a Counsellor himself and now helps
other soldiers with similar problems. Colonel Wayne Harber from the Regiment explained
how he felt that our Rotary Club could help by getting closer to our local regiment. We
are already involved with helping organise an annual Golf Day and have previously written to
soldiers who have no families so closer involvement should be no problem.
Jackie Payne is the Centre Manager for the Samson Centre MS which provides practical and emotional
support for people living with multiple sclerosis in Surrey. Multiple Sclerosis is a debilitating disease which
attacks the central nervous system. It is both permanent and progressive and is the most common neurological
condition among young adults today. With approximately 170 people currently using their facilities they are
often at full capacity. They are a totally self-funded charity with operational costs in excess of £200,000 per
annum. With no funding from the NHS, National or Local Government these running costs are met from
numerous fundraising activities and donations. We were delighted to present Jackie with a cheque for £1,800.

THE NEXT THREE MONTHS

AND FINALLY
(contributed by Jim Connelly)

Your readers will be interested to learn of the note
I had in my Christmas card from cousin Morag
from Inverness. It seems that her boy Hamish was
home for Christmas and the New Year after his
first three months of working in the bank at
Holborn. She was delighted that he loves
London ,his new job and his work colleagues. He
is less happy with his bed sit which is very small
and he has some odd neighbours. It seems that he
has no sooner finished his evening meal when the
man on the left of him starts to bang on the wall
with what seemed to be a golf club or a bat and
the girl on the opposite side screamed and swore
all night like a banshee. Well, said his mother, the
English are a strange lot you would be better to
just ignore it all.
Oh I do, said Hamish, I ignore it totally and just
play my bagpipes until it’s bed time!

January- Welcomers: Geoff Wilson, Bob Bass
4
10
11
12
18
25

W
Tu
W
Th
W
W

Joint Meeting with other Guildford Clubs
Council Meeting
Business Meeting
Breakfast Meeting
Steve Chalcraft - LEDs
Ron Dick - Robbie Burns

February - Welcomers: Tony Gorham, Ron Stock
1
8
9
14
15
22
24

W
W
Th
Tu
W
W
F

Jean Eve - Royal Marsden Cancer Charity
Victoria Hartley - Harlequins RFC
Breakfast Meeting
Council Meeting
Business Meeting
No Lunch meeting because of Boxing Night
Boxing Night

March - Welcomers: Robin Freeman, Jim Connelly
1
6
8
9
14
15

W
M
W
Th
Tu
W

16
25
22
29

Th
Sa
W
W

Speaker TBA
Past Presidents Lunch
Speaker TBA
Breakfast meeting
Council Meeting
No lunch meeting because of Schools
Concert
Schools Charity Concert
District Council Meeting
Business Meeting
Speaker TBA

ANSWER TO HOW SMART ARE YOU?
The two orange circles are exactly the same size, even though the
one on the left seems smaller.
This size distortion may be caused by the size of the surrounding
circles or by their distance to the centre circle..

The Guildford District Echo
Bulletin of the Rotary Club of Guildford District
www.guildforddistrictrotary.org.uk
Winner of RIBI Club Bulletin of the year 2010-11

Editor: Don Raffin - Published four times a year

Jan

6
9
9
19
30
31
Feb
2
7
10
28
March 3
9
12
26
31

Nigel Herring
Gilly Botte
Chrissie Bacon
Steve Chalcraft
Gordon Luff
Peter Ricketts
Sandra Steer
Richard Prynne
Bill White
Jim Connelly
Giselle Bucknall
Tony Gorham
Andrew Day
Mehboob Dharamsi
Lucien D'Sa

