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PRIORY POST
Chris’ Column
Time has rushed by since my last column and as I pen this we are
rapidly approaching the end of my Presidential year. We seemed
to cram a great deal into the second half of 2012, and the first
half of 2013 has been no less hectic. Burns’ Night (enhanced by
the attendance of the President of RIBI and the District Governor), the Boxing Evening, the 10K and finally the Dragon Boat
Races. All these events required meticulous planning, and we
owe a tremendous debt of thanks to the committee chairmen
and other members who ensured that they were so successful –
and enjoyable.
We have enjoyed some excellent speakers, not least Peter
Carson, who clarified for all of us the mysteries of Shale Gas
Fracking, and Dr Colin Tourle, who spoke movingly about his
work in Haiti.
For my part I have represented the club at the Chichester Club’s
President’s night and at the newly elected Mayor’s first “At
Home”. The Mayor, Alan Chaplin thoroughly enjoyed himself at
the Dragon Boats, and I am sure we shall work with him again in
the year to come. You will have seen that the club’s finely tuned
PR system has led to my photo appearing in the local paper so
often as to lead some to suspect payment for lobbying! I have
had enormous pleasure in presenting cheques to many charities,
notably Chestnut Tree House, St Wilfred’s Hospice and The
Sussex Snowdrop Trust.
On 26th June I shall hand over to Mike Dennett with complete
confidence in his leadership for the coming year. His address to
the Club Assembly was superb, and in wishing him well. I cannot
thank him enough for the wonderful support he has given me
over the last twelve months.
“I strove with none, for none was worth my strife;
Nature I loved, and next to nature, art;
I warmed both hands against the fire of life –
It sinks, and I am ready to depart”
(Walter Savage Landor)
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A Rotary Year to remember.
What a brilliant Rotary year it has been for our Club
under the guidance of President, Chris. Having been the
driving force behind the creation of The Rotary Club of
Chichester Priory twenty-six years ago, and also its first
President, it could not have been more fitting than to have
invited Chris to be our President again for the club’s Silver
Jubilee year.
He has conducted his second presidency with courtesy and
charm, qualities that have set the ‘tone’ of the Club this
year. Above all, he and Madeline have worked tirelessly
throughout the year, as can be seen from the selection of
photographs included here.
Whether he has been welcoming new members into the
Club; hosting some very distinguished guests, from both
home and overseas (singing to some of them); planting trees
all over the place; officiating at our annual Christmas
celebrations, amateur Boxing Event, Beaujolais Luncheon,
Dragon Boat Racing and Chichester 10K Road Race; or
representing the Priory Club at District and RIBI, he has
used all of his experience and boundless energy to the
betterment of this Club. As he makes his way to the club’s
back-benches, he should know that he holds a special place
at the heart of Chichester Priory Rotary Club.

HEWS + NEWS + NEWS + NEWS + NEWS
Boxing money is well spent.
Ray Richardson has reported that the monies raised by this
year’s Sporting Evening, organised annually by the Rotary Club
of Chichester Priory, is being spent wisely by the recipient
clubs. Much-needed new equipment has already been
purchased by St. Gerard’s Boxing Club. This kit includes an
extra-heavyweight monster punch bag with its associated
chain holdings, head-guards, abdominal protectors, sparring
gloves, skipping ropes, bandages and mouth-guards. Vests and shorts for use in competitions have
also been bought, whilst the club’s rent, insurances and associated
licenses, for coaches and boxers, are secure for another year.
Some of the club’s young boxers are pictured here (in particular
Phoebe Hounsome, who is under 16 years of age, and David Martyn,
aged 14) with a selection of these much-needed, and very greatly
appreciated, new items.

Freya Holland will tell us ‘Tall Stories’ on 19th June.
You will remember that Freya attended a Tall Ships voyage last week and, subsequently, she has
sent us the following message prior to her planned RYLA Tall Ships feed-back talk to the Club later
this week:
“I would like to thank you so much for making my Tall Ship adventure possible. I had a brilliant time and
met some really lovely people with whom I will keep in contact. The weather was a lot better than was
expected, which made the voyage even more enjoyable! I visited some lovely places, including Sark, of
which I have some great pictures and I look forward to sharing these, and my Tall Ships experiences, with
you later this week.”

Rotary to its Foundations.
Bernard Stoneham, through President Chris, recently reminded members of the importance of
Rotary Foundation of the United Kingdom. In common with most clubs, Priory has pledged to
support Foundation with an annual payment, currently £2000. Projects undertaken by Foundation,
however, are considerable greater thanks to additional personal donations given by individual
Rotarians. How much one should consider giving to Foundation is a thorny question. In 1986
Peter Clementson proposed an annual donation of £25.00 by individuals, that being the cost of a
tank of petrol at the time. Some years later Mike Foyle suggested that this measurement had then
risen to around £50.00. Today, sadly, one is looking at a figure of around £100.00 to fill one’s car
petrol tank! This fanciful measuring stick appears to have been put aside, however, because Chris
and Bernard are proposing that members consider a figure of £48.00 per annum, paid as £4.00 per
calendar month. Such a gift is increased by HMRC in the form of a “Gift Aid Declaration”. Where
does one’s money go? “Into a Foundation black hole”, said one of our members last week. How
best to scotch such scepticism? That’s a question for Foundation’s managers to answer, but a good
explanation might well swell their funds considerably!

CHICHESTER DRAGON BOAT RICING 2013

Crowds flock to watch our Dragon Boat races.
For the second year running the Rotary Club of Chichester
Priory’s DRAGON BOAT RACING day, held in conjunction with
the charity Cancerwise, was a huge success ... and this time the
Gods of the weather ensured that the whole event was bathed
in glorious sunshine. This annual contest has become the Priory
Club’s biggest ’community’ event of the year, being held within
the City and open to anyone and everyone who wants to come
along and have a fun day.

The Mayor of Chichester with some of the winning
crew of the John Wiley & Sons team.

Members of the 1st. Barnham Scouts proudly wearing their
winners medals.

Eight teams competed in a series of competitive rounds throughout
the day, with most being Chichester based. Typical of these was
the team entered by the Chichester Ship Canal Trust, “The Ugly
Ducklings”, whilst the team entered by Barclays Bank, “Blue Dragons”,
was more enthusiastic even than they were last year! Over the
timed races the team entered by John Wiley & Sons was judged to
be the winner in the ’adult’ category, whilst the ’junior medal’
category, in an extremely tight finish over the 2nd Bognor Boy
Scouts, was won by 1st Barnham Scouts. In fact, the day was full of
winners:- all the contestants, sponsors, Cancerwise and ourselves.
The following are just a few of the images taken during the day.

CHICHESTER DRAGON BOAT RICING 2013

Thank you to David, John and Doug. for your photographs.
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Sun 2

Dragonboat

Chichester
Canal

Mon 3

Council

Chris Doman

Wed 5

Janice Wells
‘Benenden Healthcare’

The Park

Ritchie Stevenson
Bob Syme

Wed 12

Business meeting/
Bernard Stoneham -Global
grants

The Park

Peter Bryan
Tony Davenport

Wed 19

RYLA and Tall Ships feedback

The Park

John Donabie
Trevor Ware

Sat 22

Youth Sport Achievement
Awards

Westgate L
Centre

Graham Jessop

Tues
25

Club Service Meeting

Henry Adams

Wed 26

HANDOVER

Chichester
Yacht Club

5.30pm

Christine Phillips
Mike Turner

Including partners 6.30 for
7.00pm
£22.50 pp excluding drinks

JULY 2013
Welcome to President Mike

Mon 1

Council

Mike Dennett

Wed 3

Gary Palmer – Cobnor
Centre
(Sailing)
District Council

The Park

Wed
10

Business meeting

The Park

Gordon Jones
Robin Butters

Wed
17

Fellowship/ Job talk TBA

The Park

Chris Doman
James Gardner

Sun 21

Chichester Challenge

Wed
24

DG visit Michael Goodridge

The Park

Wed
31

Andrew Baker – Time
Aside

The Park

Tues 9

6pm
Richard Porter
John Brown

Horsham

Doug Price
Ivan Ansell
David CampbellBurns
Jules Moores
Richard Doman

CLUB DIARY
AUGUST 2013
Mon 5

Council

Mike Dennett

Tues 6

‘BARNUM’

CFT

6pm
Mike Dennett

Wed 7

Golf

Hunston

Ray Richardson
Lawrence Guest

Wed 14

Business meeting

The Park

Neil Brame
Christine Phillips

Sat 17Sun18

Hike for Hospices

Wed 21

BBQ

Henry Adams

Colin Bryant
Peter Fuller

Wed 28

Dudley Hooley - Tangmere

The Park

Doug Price
Nick Rowbotham

7.30pm £20 pp.
MAXIMUM 50

(SOLD OUT!)

Mike Harvey
Including partners

SEPTEMBER 2013
Mon 2

Council

Mike Dennett

Wed 4

Sue Tinney – World Vision
International Children’s
Charity
Business meeting

The Park

Henry Adams
Rob Simpson

The Park

TBA

The Park

TBA

The Park

Doug Minto
Geoff Hardstaff
Ritchie Stevenson
John Watkins
Bob Syme
Malcolm Wells

District Conference

Eastbourne

Wed
11
Wed
18
Wed
25
Sat 28/
Sun29

6pm

OCTOBER 2013
Wed 2

TBA

The Park

David Bevan-Thomas
John Pressdee

Mon 7

Council

Mike Dennett

Wed 9

Ambassadorial Scholars

The Park

Bill Bullen
Tony Hardwick

Wed
16

Business meeting

The Park

Mike Harvey
Bernard Stoneham

Thurs
17

Membership information
evening

The Park

Paula Ball

Wed
23

TBA

The Park

Graham Jessop
Peter Haydn-Jones

Thurs
24

District Council

Horsham

Wed
30

TBA

The Park

6pm

John Bumfrey
Don Milton

Tri-Club (Harbour)
6.30 for 7.00pm £10 pp

TBA
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WALBERTON PLAYERS
Their forthcoming dual productions are a rare treat for
you, being a combination of Gilbert and Sullivan’s riotous
musical comedy, Trial by Jury (Saturday), plus a series of
short, connected plays written by the celebrated comedy
writer, Alan Ayckbourn, and performed together under
the title Confusions (Sunday).
Tickets cost £10.00 for either performance, so you should
see both! They couldn’t be more contrasting.

TRIAL BY JURY
Saturday 6th July
at 7.30 pm.

CONFUSIONS
Sunday 7th July
at 2.30 pm.

Order your tickets from Madeline Doman on:

01243 553704
(Please make cheques payable to Walberton Players).

CAPTION COMPETITION
The photograph of Mike
Harvey’s confrontation
with an irate driver, taken
during this year’s 10K
road race, is the subject
of our latest caption
competition. All we need
from you is an explanation
of who is saying what to
whom? There is no prize,
of course, other than the
priceless satisfaction of
bringing a little cheer to
other members of the
Club. So, do make your
entry as amusing as you
can. Mike, as you know,
has a very thick skin!
The entries deemed to be
the most appropriate will
be published in the next
edition of The Post.
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