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PRIORY POST
COMMENT
Following the enlargement of District
1250, to include sixty Rotary Clubs
with around 2,000 Rotarians in West
Sussex and parts of East Sussex and
Surrey, RIBI has announced another
sound bite: “Rotary ... We’re for
Communities”.
Many Rotarians will conclude that this
logo states the obvious. A sizeable
proportion of members appear to view
Rotary as a most agreeable dining
club, where they meet friends at least
once a week and combine their talents,
through committees, to the betterment
of their local community.
Other members, of course, see a
bigger picture, which includes Rotary
District meetings and conferences,
engaging in RIBI initiatives, and fully
embracing Rotary’s ideals world wide.
These divergent views of Rotary are a
dichotomy that most clubs experience.
There is general agreement, however,
that Rotary’s membership’s profile has
changed dramatically during the past
thirty years, or so. Rotary has become
primarily the preserve of retired people.
Even first-time members of Rotary are
being inducted into clubs from the
retirement sector of the community.
This is fine, for we are healthier, more
active and have greater time to give to
Rotary than ever before. Yet, we must
plan for the future wellbeing of our
clubs. Perhaps every Club, therefore,
should embrace actively Rotakids (for
7 to 18 year-olds), Interact (12 to 18
year-olds) and Rotaract (18 to 30 year
-olds). Maybe, this is where our future
can be guaranteed, but it means we
must look wider than our own Clubs.

Rotary Scholars from Canada and the USA, who are currently studying at Sussex University, were special guests
of The Rotary Club of Chichester Priory earlier this month: organised by David Warwick of the Harbour Club.
Photographed are: Chantel Lucas from Guam; Levi Vonk from Florida; Cady Tolon from Washington DC;
Alexandra Dawley from British Columbia; Joseph Flores from California; and Justin Flynn from Ottawa.

MIKE’S MESSAGE
Amazingly, I have very nearly completed one third of my time as Priory President - how the
time flies when you are enjoying yourself !
I must say it has all been quite stimulating, with the odd drama thrown in of course. I have
already visited several schools with more to come. These have proved to be most
enjoyable occasions, the youngsters being great (contrary to what we sometimes hear in
the media). In fact, I haven't been in so many classrooms since 1958!
We have had many interesting speaker evenings at the "Park" including the D.G.'s visit,
which was lively to say the least. Awaydays have included the theatre visit to see Barnum,
the Priory Open Golf at Hunston and the Tinwood Vinery at Halnaker all most enjoyable.
Some of us attended the District Conference at Eastbourne and had a very nice weekend
that combined interesting presentations with social events. Next year's Conference in the
Isle of Wight is already proving popular and I'm sure it will turn out to be a great extended
weekend. Do come if you can.
Included in our very full diary before Christmas, we can look forward to Young Chef,
Beaujolais, the Carol service, the Charter dinner and the Christmas party. Next year, among
our usual events, we hope to visit the "Mary Rose" museum and our speaker at the Charter
Dinner should whet our appetite for this trip. The recent Global Scholars evening, organised
by David Warwick of Harbour, produced some very interesting and amusing speakers and
we hope some can visit us individually in the New Year.
Finally, may I thank all Committee chairmen and others who have supported me so far in
this Rotary year. Lets try to have lots of fun amongst all the more serious bits.

PRESIDENT MIKE

THE ROTARY CLUB OF CHICHESTER PRIORY
District 1250

www.rotarypriory.com

www.facebook.com/RotaryChichesterPriory

ROTARY FOUNDATION—AN OVERVIEW
ROTARY FOUNDATION - What Does It Do?
When the announcement concerning personal giving to Foundation was mentioned at a recent business meeting of
the Priory Club there were mutterings from a member about a “black hole to pour money down”.
We are members of an International organisation, which has one of the biggest trust funds in the world. So what, you
may ask? Perhaps I could crave your indulgence as to how the Trust is funded and how the funds are distributed.
I’m sorry if I preach to the converted, but I think a timely reminder would not go amiss (especially, perhaps, for our
newer members), as there has been some significant changes recently in the grants system.
To some, Foundation has seemed a rather remote and
mysterious organisation. I might add that I include myself
here, especially in my early days of Rotary in the mid-eighties
at the Rotary Club of Putney.
Our Club’s annual giving is decided by a pledge by the
incoming President. This amount is currently, and usually, in
the region of £2000. Personal giving is an important part of
funding of Foundation - hence the appeal letter from
President Chris Doman in June of this year.
I quote from the RI website:- “The Rotary Foundation transforms your gifts into projects that change lives both close
to home and around the world. As the charitable arm of Rotary, we tap into a global network of Rotarians who invest
their time, money, and expertise into our priorities, such as eradicating polio and promoting peace. Foundation
grants empower Rotarians to approach challenges such as poverty, illiteracy, and malnutrition with sustainable
solutions that leave a lasting impact. Strong financial oversight, a stellar charity rating, and a unique funding model
mean that we make the very most of your contribution.”
As you can see from the Foundation Administrative Expenses shown below, these are low compared with many of
our own national charities.

So, how is the money distributed? Mainly by grants—it is, of course, critical that all main committee chairmen are aware of these funding streams and timings of their application.

District Grants. District Grants fund small-scale, short-term activities that address needs in your community and
communities abroad. Each district chooses which activities it will fund with these grants.
You can use District Grants to fund a variety of district and club projects and activities, including:

•

Humanitarian projects, including service travel and disaster recovery efforts

•

Scholarships for any level, length of time, location, or area of study

Vocational training teams, which are groups of professionals who travel abroad either to teach local professionals
about a particular field or to learn more about their own.

BY BERNARD STONEHAM
How to use them. You have a lot of freedom to customize your service projects. There aren’t many restrictions,
as long as your district grant supports the mission of The Rotary Foundation. Districts must be qualified before they
can administer district grants. (n.b. we are qualified)

How they’re funded. Districts may use up to 50 percent of their District Designated Fund to receive one District
Grant annually. This percentage is calculated on the amount of DDF generated from a district’s Annual Fund giving
three years prior, including Endowment Fund earnings. You aren’t required to request the full amount available.
District receive this funding as a lump sum and then distribute it to our clubs. Currently six Clubs in our District have
applied, with nine applications for a total of $8000. Neil Brame has, I believe, applied for some funding.

How do clubs request funds. Clubs work directly with their District to obtain funding. Your District Governor,
or Rotary Foundation Chair, should be able to tell you when to submit a request and whether you’ll need to meet
additional District requirements, such as reporting or training.

What they support. Global grants can fund the following activities:
•
•

Humanitarian projects
Scholarships for graduate-level academic studies

Vocational training teams are groups of professionals who travel abroad, either to teach local professionals about a
particular field, or to learn more about their own.

How to use them. A key feature of global grants is partnership, between the District or club where the activity
is carried out and a district or club in another country. Both sponsors must be qualified before they can submit an
application. To be successful, our application must:
•
•
•
•
•

Be sustainable and include plans for long-term success after the global grant funds have been spent
Include measurable goals
Align with one of our areas of focus (see below)
Respond to real community needs
Actively involve Rotarians and community members

To meet the eligibility requirements in the grants
terms and conditions, applications are accepted
throughout the year and reviewed as received.

How they’re funded. The minimum budget
for a global grant activity is $30,000. Foundation’s
World Fund provides a minimum of $15,000 and
maximum of $200,000. Clubs and Districts
contribute District Designated Funds (DDF) and/or
cash contributions that the World Fund matches.
DDF is matched at 100%, whilst cash is matched
at 50%.

AREAS OF FOCUS
Promoting peace. Today, 42 million people are displaced by armed conflict, or persecution. Through our
partnerships with several leading universities, Rotary Peace Fellows develop the skills to strengthen peace efforts,
train local leaders to prevent and mediate conflict, and support long-term peace building in areas affected by conflict.
We provide up to 100 peace fellowships per year at Rotary Peace Centres.

(see over)

ROTARY FOUNDATION
Fighting disease. More than 100 million people are pushed into poverty each year because of medical costs. We
aim to improve and expand access to low-cost and free health care in underdeveloped areas. Our members educate and
mobilize communities to help prevent the spread of major diseases such as polio, HIV/AIDS, and malaria. Many of our
projects ensure that medical training facilities are located where the workforce lives.

Providing clean water. More than 2.5 million people lack access to adequate sanitation facilities. At least 3,000
children die each day from diarrheal diseases caused by unsafe water. Our projects give communities the ability to
develop and maintain sustainable water and sanitation systems and support studies related to water and sanitation.
Saving mothers and children. At least 7 million children under the age of five die each year due to malnutrition,
poor health care and inadequate sanitation. To help reduce this rate, we provide immunizations and antibiotics to babies,
improve access to essential medical services, and support trained health care providers for mothers and their children.
Our projects ensure sustainability by empowering the local community to take ownership of health care training.
Supporting education. Sixty-seven million children worldwide have no access to education and more than 775
million people over the age of 15 are illiterate. Our goal is to strengthen the capacity of communities to support basic
education and literacy, reduce gender disparity in education and increase adult literacy.

Growing local economies. Nearly 1.4 billion employed people live on less than $1.25 a day. We carry out service
projects that enhance economic and community development and develop opportunities for decent and productive work
for young and old. We also help strengthen local entrepreneurs and community leaders, particularly women, in
impoverished communities.
I hope this explanation dispels any myths about Foundation “Black Holes”!

2014 SPORTING NIGHT DINNER

Dozens of young and enthusiastic boxers will be out to impress on Saturday 25th January during the course of the Club’s third
Charity Sporting Night. This event has become a major source of funds for the young people of St. Gerard’s Amateur Boxing Club
and the Chichester Boy’s Club. We know that you will want to support them. Please note the new venue: within Chichester College.

BURNS’ NIGHT
our

It is many months since we last stood together and sang
‘Auld Lang Syne’ as part of our ritual celebration of Scotland’s
National Poet, Robert Burns. His poetry is lost on many, being
written in Auld Scots, a language that died out almost sixty years
before his birth. Sassenachs, however, enjoy the theatre: The
Selkirk Grace; Piping in the Haggis; dual toasts to ‘The Lassies’ and
The Laddies’; and singing of his most famous work. Yet, Burns’
Night stirs the hearts of Scots in many parts of the World,
including Ritchie Stevenson’s, a proud Scot, and Lesley Syme’s,
who is married to a proud Scot. Here, rather belatedly, are
their excellent contributions to the evening’s entertainment.

TOAST TO “THE LASSIES” by Ritchie Stevenson
Mr. President, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, this is the stage of the evening when I am
invited to say a few words about Ladies. I am told it should be slightly amusing and a bit provocative, but
I can tell you that it’s a bit of a poisoned chalice I‘ve been offered because, waiting in the room is a lady
who will reply to this toast. She will have heard what I have had to say, but I don’t know what she will
say. More importantly, she will have THE FINAL SAY. I have no right of reply, which reflects pretty
much an ordinary day in the Stevenson household!!
I have to start with an admission of failure. Despite detailed and rigorous research, I have been unable to
find a single shred of evidence that Robert Burns ever visited Chichester, let alone spent a night at the
Park Hotel. This is a surprising oversight on his part, given the renowned beauty and charms of the
ladies of these parts.
Burns was, as we know, no slouch with the lassies, having fathered 13 children, 9 with his wife. It was
said that he couldn’t have attained the status he did were it not for the fact that he was surrounded by
remarkable women. But, Gentlemen aren’t we all? Right, that’s got the obligatory grovel out of the way
and now to business!
I think it was a cynical and sadistic Scotsman called Macabre who said that “A good woman can make an
Average man Great.....And a Great Man average”. For centuries men have been Fascinated and Frustrated,
Amazed and Obsessed by the Fair Sex. Down the years, they have tried to capture the elusive charms
of the ladies and the beauty of the female form. Think of the Greek statues, the Venus de Milo and the
Mona Lisa, and in more recent years, Les Dawson’s gurning attempts at female impersonation.
Writers have struggled to describe what the poet called, “this Sweet Madness” that can afflict men of all
ages when they find Miss Right. bLove, or what the Heir to the Throne called “In love , whatever that
means!”
It is this Obsession which Shakespeare described so well in ‘Two Gentlemen of Verona’ when the aptly
named Valentine said in answer to the question:
“Who is Sylvia? Except I be with Sylvia in the night, no music hath the nightingale. Unless I look upon Sylvia in
the day, there is no day for me to look upon”
Good stuff, eh? So what did the Scottish Bard have to say on the subject? In his works entitled, ‘The
Lassies’ he said, “Oh gie me a lassie with acres o’ charms
No, gie me a lassie with well stocked farms”
He was a canny Scots farm boy after all!

BURNS’ NIGHT

In more recent times many writers have observed on the “battle
of the Sexes and, Gentlemen, we do not always come out of this well”.
The average woman would rather have beauty that brains,
because the average man can see better than he can think. You
would expect a politian to have something to say on any subject
and Stanley Baldwin was no exception. “I would rather trust a
woman’s instinct than a man’s reason”. I agree.
Hold onto that word TRUST a wee minute, because if it’s so
important, then why is it that a man can tell your wife that there
are over one billion stars in our galaxy and she will believe him.
But if you tell her that’s wet paint over there, she will immediately
go and stick her finger in it just to make sure!
Nancy Regan said “A woman is like a tea-bag. Its only in hot water
that you realise how strong she is”.
But no tribute to The Lassies would be complete without mention of “THE LOOK”. Gentlemen, we can
get ‘The Look’ for doing something we shouldn’t, or for NOT doing something we should have, for just
being there, or for not being there.
Burns described it perfectly in his great work, ‘Tam O’ Shanter’, where Tam had been to the pub and
outstayed his welcome. On the way back, he met The Devil on the moor and was chased by witches,
yet this was as nothing compared to what awaited him at home. Burns described the welcome party
as follows:
Where sits one sullen sulky dame
Gathering her brows like a gathering storm
And nursing her wrath to keep it warm.
Don’t you just love that last bit? You can almost sense the foot tapping impatiently and feel sorry for
Tam. But this is not reserved simply for men. The novelist Ellery Queen described “ ... two women who
were exchanging the sort of looks only women can, when there is no knife handy”!
We’ve never been short of advice on how to deal with The Lassies.
Ogden Nash said; “ Candy is dandy but liquor is quicker”.
However looking round this room I see those of us well stricken in years of wedlock and this might be
more relevant.
To keep your marriage brimming
With love in the flowing cup
Whenever you’re WRONG admit it,
Whenever you’re RIGHT, shut up!
Kipling took a very jaundiced view of ladies and said that they are all the same
“The colonel’s lady and Judy o’ Grady are sisters under the skin, Upset one and you’ll upset them all!”
He dedicated a whole poem to the premise that “The Female of the species is deadlier than the Male”.
It is sad to end on a note of despair, but we can’t win against the Lassies. You might just as well offer a
prayer to Saint Jude, who, as you all know, is the patron saint of lost Causes. It seems to me, therefore,
that the qualities of the Lassies, which make them so Attractive and Unfathomable, are just as strong as
they were in Burns’ day and long may that remain the case.
So, gentlemen, would you please raise your glasses to:

‘The Lassies’.

BURNS’ NIGHT
TOAST TO “THE LADDIES” by Lesley Syme
Mr President, Distinguished Guests, Rotarians ... and Ritchie.
Thank you so much for a wonderful address to the Lasses. You have been
generous in your praises and witty in your quotes. I now have to reply not an easy task, but watch out!
Cheers to the Laddies, this whole array of them.
They’re charming and talented, each one a gem.
Where else can we find such superior men who excel
at talking and eating and napping as well?
They can sing, they can dance, the can speak a Burns’ quotation,
but what they’re best at is procrastination.
Ipods, Ipads, Iphones, tablets, whatever they are,
our Laddies must have them – the newest, the biggest and the best by far.
But let us not sell our Laddies up short,
for they do noble deeds of many a sort.
They like to play Dragons, but in the Road Race
the challenge for them is to keep up the pace.
And in November they make lots of lolly
and then try to recover from too much Beau-jolly.
When they dress-up as Santa beside the Tree,
it is then we are proudest, I’m sure you’ll agree.
In spite of noses so red and hands so cold,
they just smile and shake a bucket with countenance bold.
But, Young Chefs, St. Wilfred’s, Joys Croft and all,
are ever so pleased that they’ve all had a ball.
Is there any doubt that their genes come from wild men of yore?
Like Rob Roy, Mel Gibson(?), they’re brave to the core.
What’s the source of this strength? Is it Vitamins? Champagne?
Nay, it must be pure Scotch that runs through their veins.
Of those mild-mannered men they need not complain,
for the love of the Lasses you will always sustain.
As long as you sometimes wash-up and polish the car.
You’re handy, you’re dandy and we won’t start a war.
And when the computer crashes, or goes on the blink,
our Laddies can fix it in just a wink.
But when sport comes on Sky, like the footie, or darts,
Lassies have a bath, go to bed, which are nearer their hearts.
So, with one last tribute let me conclude:
we love them to bits, whatever their mood.
Our Laddies, like pipers in the swirling mists,
make hearts sing to the music – that God they exist.
So, Lassies raise your glasses one and all,
to our great Laddies, bless them all.
A man’s a man for a’ that.

‘The Laddies’.

SOME ‘BURNS’ NIGHT’ IMAGES

NOTICES AND CLUB DIARY

The Chichester Christmas Tree and Street Lights
switch-on will take place on Thursday the 28th
November this year and the Priory Club has been
asked to field some marshals to help with this
occasion, as in the past.

PRIORY COMMITTEE OFFICERS 2013-14

A lot is being arranged for the evening: community
carol sing-song, bands on the Cathedral Green,
fireworks, late-night shopping, and much more.

Dragon Boat Challenge

We need to compile a schedule of members, also
family and friends, who can act as marshals at the
switch-on. Please give Doug Price your name, and
possible family / friends, who will be available.
Please also tell Doug your preferred time slots:
4.00 to 6.00pm and/or 6.00 to 8.00pm.

Bob Syme

10K Race

John Pressdee

Beaujolais Nouveau

Doug Price

Chichester Challenge

Ray Richardson

Boxing Evening

Maurice Hall

Attendance Officer

Rob Simpson

Welfare

Trevor Ware

Health and Safety

David Bevan Thomas

Protection

James Gardner

Sports Officer
Shop, Regalia & Store

Charles Dixon
Graham Jessop

Twinning

Bernard Stoneham

Rotary Week

Please note Ritchie and Linda Stevenson’s new
email address:
the_stevensons@hotmail.co.uk

John Watkins

Hike For Hospices

Peter Clementson
Peter Fuller

Priory Post

NOVEMBER 2013
Mon 4

Council

Mike Dennett

Wed 6

TBA

The Park

Wed 13

Business Meeting/SGM

Wed 20

No Meeting

Thurs
21

Beaujolais

Pallant suite

Wed 27

Charter Dinner

The Park

6pm
Tony Kerly
Mike Clark
Mike Foyle
Colin Kaye

Including partners
Dave Hutchings
Steve Gingell

Including partners

DECEMBER 2013
Mon 2

Council

Mike Dennett

6pm

Wed 4

Carol Service TBA

Lavant

Including partners

Tues 10
Wed 11

Bridging Generations
Christmas lunch
Business meeting

Chichester
College
The Park

Wed 18

Christmas party

The Park

Wed 25

No meeting

Mike Harvey
Paula Ball
John Hodge
Mike Turner
Jules Moores

Including partners
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PRIORY POST
NEWS+NEWS+NEWS
Our own Steve Gingell has organised a
quiz evening in support of St. Richard’s
Hospital. It is not too late to enter a team
of four, which we would urge you to do.
The “Howard Ward Wish List Quiz”
evening is spectacular value at just
£10.00 per person, which includes a meal
choice of either Jumbo Sausage and
Chips, or Large Fish & Chips.
The “Quizmaster Extraordinaire” is
Richard Barns, so a good evening is
assured. The venue is
North Mundham Hall on Saturday
9th November at 7pm.
Speak with Steve straight away.

Your Pre-Christmas Health Plan
Brendon Amesbury, an honorary member
of this Club and the Chief Medical Officer
of St. Wilfred’s Hospice, has introduced a
Local Hospice Lottery, which is paying
£3,000 in prizes every week, with a
Rollover prize up to £10,000.
Joining his Lottery scheme costs just one
pound a week, unlike the Camelot Lottery
with a current price of £2.00 per ticket!
With a chance to win a tidy sum and
support the Hospice, call 0845 122 0772.

Our thanks to Steve Gingell for this helpful advice.
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