July 2018

Cardiff Breakfast News
Going! Going!.....Out for a Duck!!
– President Steve reviews the last 12 months.
When this week I was standing dickie bow clad
and gavel in hand trying to drum up auction
bids from a handful of participants, and then a
couple of days later wading along Whitchurch
Brook trying to chivvy 300 reluctant ducks to
float in the nearly non-existent current, I
thought “When will these Presidential duties
ever end!?”
Well the truth is that I have thoroughly enjoyed
my year and the unpredictable range of activities
in which the Club engages is one of the reasons
why! My greatest hope is that the members will feel that the spirit
which makes our Club a beacon when compared to some others has been maintained,
and that we together have thoroughly enjoyed all our shared experiences. For me it was
a particular privilege to be your President in the same year as our own Maggie Hughes
held the exalted position of District Governor---and didn’t she do well? Follow that!!
Thanks to all the members for all your contributions and support for me—including our
most welcome new member Ro Linton. Just about everything we set out to do has been
achieved thanks to you all. On the credit side we undertook activities which we did not
originally plan.
The cry for help for funds to complete the new Trauma
Training Unit at the Heath resulted in us organizing an Area 4 wide campaign and the
Unit now has everything it wants. The Christmas Carols and Readings at Tongwynlais
was a great success, well supported by other clubs.
Our Youth involvement, I believe, is second to none in our Area and we take
responsibility on occasions to pull the Area effort together to maintain Rotary youth
competitions. Great work was done by Chair Richard helped by the irrepressible
Heather and the rest of the Committee—and the wider club when called upon. The
Cardiff County & Vale of Glamorgan Youth Orchestra concert was again memorable and
raised vital funds. Curry and Song will live in the memory! Interact clubs are thriving.
And Mary and RotaKids are a match made in heaven!
Steve Finch and his ComVoc team continue to promote community initiatives,
including accessing District Grants to support specific projects, and as the year draws
to a close have
been once again deeply involved with the Whitchurch &
Tongwynlais Festival activities. We continue to support good local initiatives for those
in need--Huggard, Paradise Run and Northlands. The Dementia Friendly initiative is a
work in progress as we try to find, with other Clubs, a specific area where we can
engage with shops and businesses. Those of us committed to literacy support still get
great satisfaction from the progress the kids make.
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Michael Brooke and his International team continued to prompt the Club to respond to
international crises during the year, and between our own funds, RotaKids and
members’ own contributions funded 3 Shelter Boxes. We are looking to establish
another project in the Mbale area of Uganda working with our trusted friends from
PONT. I am also delighted that at the very end of the year we have funded a tree
planting project in Mbale which is vital to reclaim usable land, and also is in our view
the best way to meet RI President Ian Riseley’s Tree Planting Challenge. Chris Moseley’s
work on KIVA is much appreciated by the Club. The International Quiz again packed
’em in and swelled the coffers.
Our finances are healthy, due to us generating more income than we planned from a
range of activities which clearly had popular appeal. This has enabled us once again to
make our full per capita contribution to The Rotary Foundation, and to give substantial
grants to chosen charities - Parkinsons UK, 5C’s, Women v Cancer and the Huggard
Centre. Thanks to Peter for his diligent stewardship of the treasury this year, and for his
huge contribution for several years as he hands the chequebooks over to Mary.
Particular thanks to Secretary Sue for her tireless contribution to a whole range of
activities to keep the Club functioning. Sue’s programme of speakers—internal and
external—has been varied and of the highest standard, and her planning of the
programme as a whole and key events within it—Handover, Charter, Big Breakfast etc.—
has been immaculate.
Thanks to others who took specific functional roles, perhaps particularly Mark in the
difficult area of IT and all that goes with it, and Tony for getting our Gift Aid and for his
excellent Newsletters.
Best of luck to the Queen and two Kings who are succeeding me. I hope you get as
much pleasure out of it as I have done. Once again, thanks to all members for your
support.
Steve

Introducing Next Year’s Presidents
A few years ago, when no-one was able to commit to being President for a full 12
months, we had a most successful year with four Presidents each serving for three
months. The same situation has arisen again, so next year we shall have three
Presidents each serving for four months. They are:
Michael Brooke
March—June

Rosemary Bentley
July—October

Michael Sant
November—February

An Invitation to the Handover Dinner
Incoming Presidents Rosemary, Michael and Michael invite
you to our Handover Dinner on Wednesday the 11th July
2018 at Whitchurch Golf Club, Pantmawr Road, Cardiff
CF14 7TD at 6.30pm for 7pm.
We will be entertained by a young, local
musical talent.
We are delighted to welcome Ann Budd back as our Guest
Speaker. Ann was an active and valuable former member
of our club, serving as Treasurer for many years. She is
now the new President of Rotary Cardiff St David’s.
To see the menu choices and to book, please contact Secretary Sue
Hewerdine at 029 2068 9265, e-mail: sue.hewerdine@gmail.com Please
make cheques payable to " RCCB".
Black tie

£20 per person

Wednesday Breakfast Meetings (7.30 am at the Whitchurch Golf Club)
4 July
11 July

Committees and Collection for the Huggard Centre
No meeting—Presidents’ Handover Dinner this evening

18 July
“#CleanSeas Campaign”
25 July
Business Meeting
1 Aug
Speaker and collection for the Paradise Run
8 Aug
Speaker
15 Aug
Committees
22 Aug
Business
29 Aug
t.b.a.
5 Sep
Speaker and Collection for Northlands
Visitors are welcome at any of our meetings. It would be helpful if visitors could
warn the Secretary in advance.
Rotary Club of Cardiff Breakfast
President: Rosemary Bentley
Secretary: Susan Hewerdine 029 2068 9265 sue.hewerdine@gmail.com
E-mail: info@cardiffbreakfastrotary.org
Website: www.cardiffbreakfastrotary.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/Cardiff-Breakfast-Rotary-Club/499933336710595
Is Rotary for You? - Come and see what we do.

ROTARY’S NATIONAL PRESIDENT VISITS WHITCHURCH
Denis Spiller, the President of Rotary in Britain and Ireland (RIBI) visited South Wales at
the beginning of June and spent a busy morning in Whitchurch.
His first port of call was the Rotary garden at the entrance to the Whitchurch Library,
where he planted a rose called Special Anniversary. Another rose was
planted by club member
Maggie Hughes, this year’s
District Governor for Rotary in
Southern Wales. The garden
was created by the Rotary Club
of Cardiff Breakfast with
sponsorship from many local
businesses in 2005 to celebrate
100 years of Rotary International, and has been
maintained by the club ever since.
From there he went on to Whitchurch Primary School
to meet members of the RotaKids club, which is
sponsored by Cardiff Breakfast. They chatted about all
sorts of issues and fund-raising projects including
Purple-4-Polio, ShelterBoxes and School in a Bag, and
explained that their next project will include holding a
fun day at the school to raise money for the Wales Air
Ambulance Service.
The President was
then taken to a quiet area in the garden where he
was shown the RotaKids’ Buddy Bench, which was
acquired
with
the
help
of
a
Rotary Grant. Alongside the Buddy Bench was a
planter and the RotaKids invited the President to
help them plant a tree.
RotaKids were presented with a Presidential
Citation to recognize all their hard work, which
they were eager to hang on their RotaKids’ Notice Board. The RotaKids were delighted
with President Denis’s visit and thanked him for taking time out from a very busy
schedule to visit their school.
The previous evening Denis attended a dinner at the New House Hotel, hosted jointly
by the club and Rotary Cardiff East on behalf of all the clubs in the Cardiff Area. In his
speech he reiterated the three main objectives of Rotary International for the coming
year:
membership development, bringing the polio campaign to a successful
conclusion, and improving Rotary’s PR.

Ken makes a new friend
Our latest new member Ro was at the rose planting in Whitchurch.
Ro is a puppy walker, the first stage of training for Guide Dogs for
the Blind. She brought her puppy Ken along, who soon made
friends with Rotarian Neville.

Message in a Bottle
The club has responded to a request from the Welsh Ambulance
Service, and has provided six boxes of “Message in a Bottle” bottles
(288 bottles in all). At the same time we have replenished our own
stocks, so that we can react to any further requests.

POLIO UPDATE
A great deal of publicity has been given in the Press to a
suspected case of polio in Venezuela, which was declared
polio free 30 years ago. Thank goodness, tests have shown
that this was not polio.
The polio figures for 2018 up to 14th June are as follows.
Wild Polio Virus
There have been 11 new cases of polio
since 1st January 2018, compared with 5 cases at the same
time in 2017. 8 cases were in Afghanistan and 3 in
Pakistan.
Vaccine Derived Polio Virus: There have been 5 new cases since 1st January,
compared with 6 cases at the same time in 2017. 4 cases were in the Democratic
Republic of Congo and 1 case in Nigeria. Vaccine-derived infections are dropping
as the use of the “inert” vaccine is becoming the norm.

A Busy Week at the Whitchurch & Tongwynlais Festival
The club has once again supported the Whitchurch & Tongwynlais Festival. Under the
leadership of ComVoc Chair Steve Finch, we again organised the Duck Race on the
Whitchurch Brook on the Friday evening, and had a stall at the Fete on the Saturday. As
a trial, we also ran a Charity Auction in The Ark centre on the Wednesday evening, with
lots donated by charity shops and individuals, to whom we say “thank you”.

The Auction
Viewing in progress
The team ready for
action

The Duck Race
Crowds at the start
Ducks entering the water
The finish
The buyers of the first two
winning ducks.

The Fete
Tombola
Roll a Coin
These events raised a net sum of
£683, which will be split between the
Festival Committee and the club’s
Charity Fund.

