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Cardiff Breakfast News
Welcome to a new Rotary Year
We are at the start of a new Rotary year, and again we have
three Presidents sharing the year between them. Past District
Governor Maggie Hughes will be leading us from July to
October. She sets the scene for us:
Richard, Sheelagh and I are really looking forward to our year of
office and we would like to thank Rosemary, Michael B and
Michael S for their excellent leadership during the past year.
I mentioned during the Club Assembly that it is exactly 20 years
since I was last President of our Club. 1999/2000 was an eventful
year as we were celebrating the Millennium, we were involved with
an Area 4 fundraising project and we supported the RIBI
conference which was held in Cardiff. At this conference, our
members were in charge of booking the lunchtime entertainers
plus, dressed in our red RCCB branded sweaters and straw
boaters, we welcomed Rotarians to the venue and presented each
of them with a daffodil. We were also responsible for the Grand
Raffle, both obtaining the prizes and selling the tickets and we all
became rather frustrated with all the £20 notes being handed to
us and desperately searching for change!! We were delighted that so many of our
visitors thought Cardiff was a wonderful city and would be planning a return visit. It
was a very busy but enjoyable year for all of us.
Becoming President again has made me reflect on the past 20 years and it has made
me appreciate the many opportunities Rotary has offered me: the many friendships I
have made, not just in our Club, but throughout our District and RIBI; although
certainly not sought out, the leadership roles I have been offered and the many
countries I have visited. None of this would have been achieved if I hadn’t been invited
to help with the formation of a new Rotary Club by Joan and Keith Wilson. We were one
of a kind, both the first dual gender and breakfast Club in Cardiff. I believe we are still
one of a kind in our District.
We often talk about the need to attract younger leaders into our organisation and we
know that Rotary has many benefits to offer these young people, something we
possibly don’t emphasis enough. So it is with great excitement that we will be working
with Bethan Powell and Samantha Barrie to start an alternative meeting time of our
Club with an initial information meeting being planned for September to attract the
younger generation to Rotary.
Richard, Sheelagh and I are also looking forward to introducing several social events
into our calendar where you, our members, can come along and relax and enjoy each
other’s company. The first will be “Pimms on the Patio” on 17th August. Let’s hope
the weather is kind to us.

The Handover Dinner
The Handover Dinner was held on the last Wednesday of
June in the Whitchurch Golf Club. Before the meal we were
delightfully entertained by the singing of Katherine
Macauley, who came through our local Round of Rotary
Young Vocalist to be the
winner of both the District and
Regional Finals.
She really
demonstrated that she was a
worthy winner.
After the
meal,
President Michael B
handed on the President’s badge to Richard Cunningham,
as the only one of the three incoming Presidents who had
not worn it before. We had a most enjoyable evening,
made even better by the presence of many guests from
other Rotary clubs and our partners and friends.

The Whitchurch & Tongwynlais Festival
Again this year we are supporting the Whitchurch Festival by selling ducks
and organising the Duck Race on the evening of Friday 5th, and running
our usual Tombola Stall at the Fete on Saturday 6th July.
Contributions of bottles (both alcoholic and non-alcoholic) are welcome.

Pimms on the Patio
Saturday 17th August.
You are invited by President Maggie and Bill to join them for Pimms, tea,
strawberries and cake at Hawthorn Cottage, 14 Railway Terrace,
Tongwynlais CF15 7NR, from 2.30 pm. You might even be able to buy a
raffle ticket to win a bottle of Rotary Passionately Purple Gin. More details
nearer the time. Put the date in your diary.

Wednesday Breakfast Meetings (7.30 am at the Whitchurch Golf Club)
3 July

Committees and collection for the Huggard Centre

10 July
17 July

Speaker: Frances Beecher —”Llamau” - one of this year’s chosen charities
Club Meeting

24 July
31 July
7 Aug
14 Aug
21 Aug
28 Aug
4 Sept

Speaker: Dr Huw Lloyd-Williams—”Update on the Ultrasound Project”
Evening Meeting (5th Wednesday)
Speaker and collection for the Paradise Run
Committees
Speaker
Area Quiz t.b.c.
Collection for Northlands

Visitors are welcome at any of our meetings. It would be helpful if visitors could
tell the Secretary in advance.

Wednesday 12 June was Rotary Kids Our Day.
Every year Rotary clubs across the country arrange a day
out for kids who attend
schools
for special
needs. This year, as we
have
done
in the
past, we helped the RC
of
Cardiff
Bay
by
providing
goody
bags. Cardiff Bay took
kids from Riverbank
school to the St Fagan's
open-air museum, and
we were also able to help RC of Ebbw Vale. 140 bags were
packed in all.

Collecting Milk Bottle Caps helps to eliminate
Polio.
At breakfast on Wednesday 12 June we held our
Club Assembly, when we set out the club's plans
for the new Rotary year starting in July.
Our
Area Governor Brian Pippin joined us and we took
advantage of his visit to hand over the plastic
caps from milk bottles that the club has been
collecting, for delivery to Roydon Bottle Recycling
in Blackwood. These bottle caps are an excellent
source of pure unadulterated plastic ready for
recycling. The payment of 15p per kilo goes to RC Henllys and on to Rotary's "End
Polio Now" campaign, where, due to the generosity of the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation who match all our donations 2:1, each kilo becomes worth 45p.
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Our Planters for Whitchurch Village have come at last
Friday 31 May. After a long
d e l a y,
t he
p l ant e r s f o r
Whitchurch village which the
club has agreed to look after
were delivered by Cardiff
Council.
ComVoc Chairman
Steve F led his team of Sue, Mike
S and Tony in the tasks of filling
them with drainage and, when
Cardiff’s men had topped them
up with compost, planting them
up. The last job was to water them in.
Now we wait for them to come into flower, as we wait for
delivery of the planter destined for Tongwynlais.

KIVA Progress Report
KIVA is a San Francisco-based non profit making organisation which brings together
entrepreneurs in third world countries where finance is hard to secure from lenders in
the developed world. Lending is done in increments of $25, and one project may well
involve a number of lenders. When a loan is repaid, the money becomes available for
re-investment in other projects. Chris Moseley takes up the story ….
RCCB made its first KIVA loan of $25 in April 2015. In the four years since we have
made altogether 127 loans totalling $3,175. Currently 51 loans are in the course of
repaying and $917 is outstanding. Over these years 60 other loans have been made
which have repaid in full. All loans are made to enable individuals in poor countries to
achieve their potential and take their businesses to the next level. This benefits not
only themselves but their families and the wider community. Very occasionally loans
have not been fully repaid.
Ani of Armenia is a typical example of a project. Ani is a hardworking farmer from
Qakhcrashen village. She lives there with her parents, her brother and his wife. She has
been in the family's agri-business for many years and has a great set of farming skills.
On their inspiring farm, Ani keeps pigs, chicken and 40 bee families. She also cultivates
tomatoes, peaches, apples, and other fruits and vegetables.
The goods are sold at local markets and this is the
family’s
main
source
of
income.
But
Ani
always searches for ways to improve the family
business. She has applied for financial support to
expand the farm. With the loan provided, she plans to
purchase two pigs. She also wants to allocate money to
repay credit liabilities. This is done to assure access to
a wider market and an increased income. This will help
her to achieve her goals and make a change in her
family's living standards.

