March 2018

Cardiff Breakfast News
ROTAKIDS raise funds to vaccinate 2718 children against polio
The RotaKids at Whitchurch Primary School have been learning about polio
and how Rotary together with the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation is
fighting to eradicate this crippling disease worldwide.
On the 1st December RotaKids sold books and toys at the PTA
Christmas Fair and managed to raise a staggering £120 in
three hours. All items not sold at the Christmas Fair were
gratefully received by the Barnardo’s charity shop in Rhiwbina.
RotaKids decided in consultation with
the PTA that the money raised would
be used to purchase 3 boxes of purple
crocus lapel pins.
During week commencing 23rd January, despite the weather,
the RotaKids sold the purple crocus lapel pins at the entrance
to the school every morning and afternoon. They collected the
splendid sum of £302. Thanks to the generosity of the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation which matches every donation
received 2:1, each £1 collected generates £3 for Rotary’s “End
Polio Now” campaign. The RotaKids £302 will consequently be
increased to £906 which is enough to vaccinate 2718 children for life and help to end
polio.
Well done RotaKids — a very rewarding project completed!
At the Club’s Charter Dinner held on January 19th, Mary Davies
was presented with Rotary's Paul Harris Award in recognition of
the work she has done over the last three years to help create
and nurture the RotaKids club in Whitchurch Primary School.
Here Mary is sharing her Award with some of the RotaKids.
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Wednesday Breakfast Meetings (7.30 am at the Whitchurch Golf Club)
7 Mar
14 Mar
21 Mar
28 Mar
4 Apr
11 Apr
18 Apr
25 Apr
2 May

Speaker: Lorna Collinson from Cardiff City Council “Love is where you
live” and collection of goods for Northlands
tbc

tbc
Committees
No meeting—Easter week
tbc and collection for The Huggard Centre
Business meeting
tbc
Interactors at breakfast and Presentation of Paul Spencer Awards.
Collection for the Paradise Run
Visitors are welcome at any of our meetings. It would be helpful if visitors could
warn the Secretary in advance.

January is a Youth Competitions Month
January is the month in the Rotary Year when most of the Youth Competitions kick off
at the local level. This year was no exception.
Thursday 11 January saw the club organise the Area Round
of the two Young Musician competitions, Instrumentalists
and Vocalists, held in the Dutch Barn Hall at Whitchurch
High School The evening started with talented instrumentalists, playing trumpet, trombone, harp, piano, viola and
percussion.
The winner was Tomos Boyles from The
Cathedral School and sponsored by RC Cardiff Bay, playing
pieces by Britten and Rachmaninov.
Tomos receiving his certificate
from District Governor Maggie
Hughes

This was followed by five young vocalists, where the winner was
Manon Ogwen Parry from Ysgol Bro Morgannwg, again sponsored
by RC Cardiff Bay, singing pieces by Mozart, Debussy and
Herbert.
The two finalists now go forward to the District Final to be held
on Saturday 10 March .
Manon in performance

In the Vocalists competition, the club sponsored
Llinos Haf Jones, also from Ysgol Bro Morgannwg,
and we were delighted that she agreed to come to
the Charter Dinner on Friday 19 January to
entertain
us,
repeating
her
competition
programme and adding some extra items.
Llinos with President Steve at the Charter
Dinner

The club rounds of Youth Speaks were held on 18 January (Intermediate) and
25 January (Senior) again at Whitchurch High School.
The Intermediate competition was won by a team from Ysgol Bro
Edern (who were taking part in the competition for the first
time), comprising Dewi Slomski (chairperson), Gwion Rhisiart
(speaker) and Bethan Young (vote of thanks), who spoke on the
motion “This house believes that an independent Wales is
overdue”.
Daniel and Bethan were judged to be the best
chairperson and giver of the vote of thanks. Daniel Foxworthy of
Whitchurch High School was the best speaker.
continued …….

A team from WHS won the Senior competition, seen here with teacher
Anthony Rees. Chairperson Rose Cooper, speaker Megan Moreland
and vote of thanks giver Jessica Bright spoke on the motion “This
house believes that the British stereotype is alive and kicking”.
Both winning teams went on to the Area Final on Monday 5 February,
organised by RC Llanishen. Although neither team was a winner, there were individual
successes. Intermediate : Best Chairperson—Dewi Slomski, Best Vote of Thanks—Bethan
Young. Senior: Best Chairperson—Rose Cooper, Best Vote of Thanks—Jessica Bright.

Presentation to Bethan Powell and the 5Cs Charity)
Bethan Powell is an Honorary Member of the club and Chair of
Trustees & Volunteer Coordinator for the 5Cs charity
(Chernobyl Children Cancer Care Cardiff). The club regularly
supports this charity, which was founded by another
member of the club. Bethan was serving tea and biscuits at the
Senior Youth Speaks competition, so President Steve took the
opportunity to present her with a cheque for £500 for the work
of the charity.
The 5Cs is a non political, non denominational charity that is
officially twinned with the Belarusian Children's Hospice in
Minsk. Its main purpose in working with the Hospice and its
Summer Camp is to provide support for children and families
under its care. The majority of the charity’s team are under 25
and have first-hand experience of volunteering in Belarus.
Teams of young volunteers go to Belarus for two week periods
each summer.

House building in Pentwyn
One of the club’s vocational projects is to provide assistance with reading in primary schools, and this includes
Bryn Celyn school in Pentwyn. The head teacher Mrs
Keys asked whether the club could help with the
erection of a playhouse. So on Monday 20th February,
Steve F with Michael S and Chris (pictured here) brought
out their tool kits and got to work.

News in Brief
·

Members enjoyed a splendid buffet lunch at the invitation of Steve F and Lee on
Sunday 14 January. The lunch raised over £600, enough for the club to buy
another ShelterBox—the third this year. With so many disasters round the world,
this sort of aid is desperately needed.

·

Another 60 pairs of discarded spectacles have been collected from our box in the
Lisvane Stores and are on their way to Vision Aid International.

Celebrating St David’s Day
The club celebrated St David’s Day in our usual fine style, despite the
snow. Weather forecasts the night before said that the snow would not
come until the afternoon;
it
started as we were on our way, and
a red alert was published just as
breakfast had been served.
Despite the fact that our harpist
Huw could not get out of Penarth,
and Whitchurch Primary School
was closed so we could not enjoy
the singing of the choir, a splendid
number of members and guests had a most enjoyable time together. We
were particularly grateful to those who travelled a distance to be with us,
from Cwmbran in the east to Porthcawl in the west. As a bonus, including
the grand raffle, we succeeded in raising over £700 for The Rotary Foundation.
Come and Join us for an Evening at TECHNIQUEST
Monday 30 April from 6—8 pm.
President Steve has organised an evening for us to
enjoy ourselves exploring Techniquest
Rotarians, our families, friends and guests will have
exclusive access to Techniquest, with all the exhibits
available plus a science show.
This VIP Experience will include:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Exclusive use of Techniquest for 2 hours
Tea/Coffee serving
a Science Theatre show (Fire and Light) -2 stagings to allow everybody the
opportunity to see it
Security to manage guest list/ticketed entry
Science communicators to interact with guests on the exhibition floor
Access to screens for branding
Background music

This is a great opportunity for adults to engage with a range of science and
technology exhibits in a relaxed atmosphere.
We need a minimum of 100 participants (can be up to 200) for this to run. Steve would
like feedback by the end of March if you plan to come so that he knows there will be
enough takers .
Cost: £12 per person (based on a minimum of 100 guests).
Contact Steve Best tel: 029 2075 1943
e-mail: sbestlisvane@hotmail.com

