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for the event, helping out on the day of the
concert and the take-down afterwards. No
small commitment from a club the size of ours.
We also had a bucket collection at Tesco’s
Murraygate store on Friday 15 June which
raised £346. What an effort from all of us!

PRESIDENT IAN’S INAUGURAL REPORT
I am delighted and honoured to have been
given the task of succeeding Ron MacWalter
as President of Claverhouse. Ron’s year in the
chair finished with a flourish with members
helping out at the annual Kids Out day at
Kings Park School on Wednesday 13 June.
As normal we were well represented, despite
our other commitments that week.
Iain Ross and his team are to be congratulated
for their efforts in supporting the first concert
by the Sistema Big Noise Orchestra that same
week. Members were involved in setting up

Our final fundraiser for the Rotary year was
a twelve mile walk from Invergowrie station
to Monifieth station aka The Tay Bank Stroll.
Many thanks to those who undertook the
whole of the walk and those who joined up at
various points along the way. We will meet our
target of £1,200 for the event once we gather
in the Gift Aid element. This positions the club
well going into the new Rotary year as we
continue to receive requests for help.
Ron and Sheila signed off with an excellent
afternoon at their house on first July.
Morag and I were unable to attend due to
grandparent duties but I understand that
everyone enjoyed their generous hospitality
and had a great time.

My aim is to reduce the number of Council and
Business meetings during my year in charge so
that we can concentrate on having fun.
I have a team of both experienced and newer
Rotarians this year and this will hopefully lead
to new ideas going forward. I do hope that we
can count on your support during what will be
another busy year.
Coming up soon will be the Flower and Food
Festival where we will be running the Roll
the Dice event. This is quickly followed by the
Cyclathon so there is little respite. We are also
involved in Dream Night at the Zoo which was
delayed from earlier in the year. We have been
asked to support Dundee Club to a greater
extent with Oktoberfest as this moves to
Slessor Gardens and becomes a bigger, and
hopefully better, event.
Not bad for a small club like ours!
Ian Balgowan
President
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President Ron passes on the Club Ceremonial Paddle to
New President Ian Balgowan

Senior Vice-President Bob Black welcomes Junior Vice-President
Angus Fraser

Senior Vice-President Bob Black, President Ian Balgowan and
Junior Vice-President Angus Fraser

President Ron welcomes New President Ian Balgowan

President Ron welcomes New Friend David Morrison
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Tay Bank Stroll
On Sunday 24 June a team of club members and
families undertook a twelve mile charity walk from
Invergowrie station to Monifieth station to raise
funds for Claverhouse Rotary Trust. Ian Balgowan,
Stewart and Margaret Davidson, Ellenore Foulis,
Angus Fraser and David Logan and daughters Gill
and Sara, Ron and Sheila MacWalter, were joined by
David Morrison, Friend of Claverhouse, and his wife
Claire for the whole twelve miles.
They were also accompanied at Broughty Ferry Castle
by Brian and Fiona Bullions, Iain Ross and Peter
Mackay. Ron and Doreen Elder took the unusual
step of turning up at Broughty Ferry Castle a week
early, but nevertheless enjoyed a leisurely stroll to
Monifieth before using their bus passes to get home!
Bill Barr, David Morrison and Allan Booth provided
transport for those who were starting at Invergowrie
and Allan also provided logistics support, meeting
the team at various points along the route to supply
drinks and food, which he kindly donated.
The weather was kind and everyone enjoyed
the chance to chat as they made their way along
the banks of the Tay. At the end of the walk the
participants enjoyed pizza which was provided by
Ross Balgowan of Pizza Hut, Dundee.

We had set ourselves a target of raising £1,200 for
the Trust Fund and, by the time we gather in the Gift
Aid element, we will exceed this. A big thank you
to those members who took part in the walk, those
who provided support and those who sponsored the
participants.
Ian Balgowan, President
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Ode to the Walkers
Here we all stood looking at our train
Unlike last year at least it didnae rain,
This train was unable to take the strain
So we walked again to relive the pain.
Our group was about a dozen strong
Good men and women, who before too long
Were striding out without relief
Desperate for a pizza in Monifieth.
First the sun cream was applied
For a healthy tan was clearly desired
To tabard or not to tabard was the suggestion
They should be worn without question!
And so the walkers made good progress,
Some even began to undress
Such was the heat of the day
There was much perspiring on the way

Taybank Stroll Mileage

The comfort van was always near
with Allan and Florentina to cheer
And the pizza, although a little late
Was devoured despite our shattered state
This walk for Rotary was an excellent way
to enjoy good company on a sunny day
12 miles was covered with little strain
And on an beautiful day without rain.
Bill Barr (apologies to all poets)

WEEKLY MEETINGS AND DUTY LIST
JULY / AUGUST 2018
Meetings take place at 5.45pm for 6.15pm

Duties for Evening Meetings
Fellowship Team Members on duty should be at the hotel
no later than 5.45pm. If unable to attend please arrange
a substitute, giving as much notice as possible and inform
President of swap.

DATE

The wine will be provided each week by members, in
alphabetical rotation, taken from the members’ booklet.

SPEAKER

SUBJECT

HOST & VOT

FELLOWSHIP

WINE

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
3 July
Business Meeting				
Peter Mackay
David Hebenton		
		
			
Bill Barr		
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
10 July

Linda Nicoll
The Home Front
John Irvine
Ron Elder
David Herbert
Dundee University				
Jack Marshall				
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
17 July

Billy Kenefick
Dundee in the Great War
Joe Dagen
Allan Booth
Malcolm Horner		
Dundee University				
Don Meekison						
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
24 July
Charlie Kean
The Ukraine
Brian Cairns
Bob Black
John Irvine		
					
Malcolm Horner					
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
31 July
Phil Godfrey
Round Britain Rail Tour
Angus Fraser
David Herbert
John Letford		
		
Anti Phosphid		
Robert Burns
		
Syndrome Support UK
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
7 August
Business Meeting				
Harry Byers		David Logan		
		
		
David Reid								
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
14 August

Brian Kelly
Williamina Fleming
George Davidson Jack Mathieson
Peter Mackay
Dundee Heritage
Dundee’s Discoverer of Stars		
Rhona Duncan								
Trust
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
21 August

Ron MacWalter
Nepal Water Project
Iain Ross
Ellenore Foulis		Ron MacWalter
Claverhouse				
Brian Bullions							
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
28 August
Nadia Sutherland
Dementia Dogs
Bob Steel
George Shanks
Jack Marshall
					
James Wilson						
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Duty Members should introduce themselves to and welcome
any visiting guests and Rotarians from other Clubs and
provide details to President before meeting starts.
Duty members and wine donor invited to join President’s
Table for the meal.
Arrange for all visitors to sign the Guest Book.
Collect bell from hotel reception and place at top table.
Arrange for gavel to be placed on President’s table and
ensure free standing lectern is in place
Distribute name badges to Members, returning to club
cabinet after the meeting.
Using cloakroom tickets available in Club Cabinet, sell to
Members, visitors and Visiting Speaker (£1 per ticket).
Fold draw tickets and place on top table at start of meeting.
Count and bag draw takings passing to Treasurer.
Advise Convener of Fellowship Committee if stock of
cloakroom tickets or attendance wheels is running low.
Ensure that attendance wheel is circulated.
Bell to call members to the meal should be rung at 6.10pm to
ensure all are seated by 6.15pm.
Host/VOT
Member on duty should be at the hotel no later than 5.45pm
to welcome the Visiting Speaker who may need to be met at
Reception or car park level.
If unable to attend please arrange a substitute giving as
much notice as possible and inform President of swap.
Help Visiting Speaker to select meal from menu at the bar.
Ask Treasurer to pay. In absence of Treasurer, Host to pay and
recover cost from Treasurer.
Entertain Visiting Speaker at top table during meal and
deliver Vote of Thanks.
Check that a Visitor’s Pen from the Club Cabinet is available.
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Inner Wheel

THAT IS LIFE AS WE GROW OLD

We ended our Inner Wheel year in the usual fashion.
The golf competition, followed by lunch at
Piperdam. The Presidents’ BBQ at Balgay Bowling
Club and the Putting Competition at Kingeddie,
followed by coffee.

I didn’t make it to the gym today. That makes it five
years in a row.

We have enjoyed varied interesting speakers and
have attended other Inner Wheel meetings during
the year.
Jane handed over the chain of office to Mary Wilson
at the June meeting.
We now look forward to our summer break coffee
mornings.
Ena Barr

Old age is coming at a really bad time. When I was a
child I thought “Nap Time” was a punishment. Now,
as a grownup, it feels like a wee holiday.
The biggest lie I tell myself is ”I don’t need to write
that down, I’ll remember it.”
If God wanted me to touch my toes, He would’ve put
them on my knees.
Why do I have to press one for English when you’re
just going to transfer me to someone I can’t
understand anyway?
Last year I joined a support group for procrastinators.
We haven’t met yet.
Of course I talk to myself; sometimes I need expert
advice.
You know that tingly little feeling you get when you
really like someone? That’s common sense leaving
your body.
At my age “Getting lucky” means walking into a
room and remembering what I came in there for.
Ian Sturrock

Ladies Coffee Morning
There will be no meetings during July and
August. Our Coffee Mornings will resume in
September.
Ena Barr

President Ron and Sheila’s Garden Party on 1st July . . .
We were blessed by a perfect day on 1st July 2018 to hold our garden
party to thank all the office bearers, convenors and members (and
partners) for their hard work and support throughout my year as
president. Wine and other suitable alternatives flowed freely and the
lovely hot and cold snacks were all snapped up. Everyone enjoyed
themselves immensely. Those members who brought chairs, etc, along
we are especially grateful to and many thanks for the wonderful gifts we
received. Sheila and I wish to thank you all once more.

Photos: Ron MacWalter

Past President Ron

. . . A Perfect Day of Hospitality and Friendship . . .
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Club Visit to Dundee’s
Verdant Works
On Thursday 29 May, 23 Claverhouse Members were
able to relive the story of Dundee’s industrial textile
heritage in the atmospheric setting of a beautifully
refurbished mill, when we attended an evening visit
to Verdant Works.
We commenced with an excellent buffet salad,
followed by dessert tea/coffee, provided by Heather
Neave and staff.
John Quinn, tour guide and retired teacher, then
introduced us to details of the jute manufacturing
process. He also gave us a brief history of the mill
and the role of jute in the life of Dundee up to the
1990’s.

Feed-back was that everyone thoroughly enjoyed
a very informative evening and we expressed our
thanks in writing to John and Heather.
David Reid, David Herbert

photos: Iain Ross

Our tour commenced in the machine shop, to see
the processing of jute and we were then escorted
around the museum, ending in the high mill where
we saw the Boulton-Watt steam engine in operation.
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Ballumbie School Prizegiving
On Thursday 21 June, President Ron performed his
last official duty as Claverhouse President when he
attended Ballumbie Primary School’s Prizegiving
Ceremony, accompanied by David Herbert.
Head Teacher Kim Flynn introduced all 53 Primary
Seven School-Leaver in turn, to the audience of
parents, relatives and friends, giving a forecast of
what each pupil would be employed as, after leaving
secondary school.
It was all good fun and the children and their
parents and relatives enjoyed this crystal ball gazing
into their future career possibilities. Show-biz
personality, politician, artist, diva, scientist, teacher,
writer, professional footballer were but a few of the
career possibles – and each stepped forward to be
presented by Ron with a Dictionary4Life, Certificates,
and other Awards.
We were also well-entertained by individual and
group performances, and choir singing by the whole
group of primary seven children.
It was a most enjoyable visit – so well done again, to
the pupils and staff at Ballumbie Primary!
We look forward to next year!
David Herbert

BIG NOISE, DOUGLAS - A BIG NOISE IN A BIG TOP!
In the previous issue of the Bulletin we discovered
what BIG NOISE Douglas was and how Claverhouse
Rotary Club got involved by contacting the
organisation and offering to help with such a
wonderful initiative.
Music was at the heart of helping to correct
inequalities and basic human needs in a community
of primary school children in an area of extreme
deprivation. Since September of last year hundreds
of children from pre-school age through to those in
Primary 3 at Castle Park and St Pius Primary Schools
have been enjoying singing activities and musical
games progressing to making cardboard instruments
until the time was right for them to get their hands
on their very own violins, violas, cellos and double
bases.
On Thursday 14 June 2018 the time had finally come
for all the musicians to come together with a choir
and orchestra from Big Noise Raploch, Stirling to
perform their first concert in front of hundreds of
family and friends in a huge tent near where they
live. What an exciting experience for them all!
On the day before the concert our team of
volunteers, Rotarians and Friends, joined the Big
Noise adult team to blow up hundreds of balloons,
lay out rows of seating and in other ways to prepare
ourselves for the even busier concert day to follow.

On concert day we awoke to gale force winds which
until the very last minute threatened the whole
event with closure. Our team blew up even more
balloons, finished dressing the tent, administered car
parking and welcomed our guests. Joe in particular,
immersed himself in transporting, tuning and
repairing musical instruments. He was in his element
and seemed to be having a fantastic time.
Meanwhile, experts battled to prevent the big top
from flying across Dundee! However, the concert
got the go ahead and started as planned at 2 o’clock
to a packed audience with standing room only. The
orchestras and choir entertained us for an hour with
lively music, song and movement, supported by Alice
and Chris Marra.
During calmer conditions after the concert and on
the Friday morning, the time came to help clear
things away and watch the tent being taken down
and packed away.
I know that I speak for all from Claverhouse Rotary
Club who came together in fantastic numbers for
this event in saying that we all had such an enjoyable
time HELPING OTHERS.
Discussing the event afterwards we all agreed that
this kind of community-centred activity typifies the
very essence of Rotary in action. The whole process
was extremely satisfying for us all.

Jo Gevers, Operations Manager at Big Noise Douglas
has written to the Club as follows:
‘Thank you so much for all the help you organised
for us last week. The contribution of Claverhouse
Rotary was massive, and hugely appreciated. Thanks,
too, for joining the battle against the elements and
bearing with us through the ensuing planning
hiccups. In the end we had an unforgettable day,
and the feedback from children and families has
been overwhelming. We were so proud of them,
and I’m sure you’ll agree that they were fantastic
testimony to the work we have been doing with
them over the year.
Looking forward to working with you all again in
the future.’ Jo Gevers

Iain Ross
Community Services,
International and Foundation

Iain Ross

2

3

5

6

Ivor Morton

1

1 The gas ran out for the last 500 balloons.
We were all getting worried about Brian
2 Iain and the Deputy Lord Provost

4

3 The Claverhouse Team all ready for action
4 ‘But this one has no strings’ said Joe
5 Come on, guys, whose chair is it anyhow?
6 Claverhouse with Jo, the Big Noise organiser
7 The Team at Tesco Murraygate before being arrested
for harassment
7
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Want to see life?
Then collect at Tesco!

On 15 June my morning was spent along
with Iain Ross, George Shanks, Brian
Bullions and Bob Black picking up litter
in the field after the Big Noise Douglas
Sistema. After lunch I swapped a wheelie
bin for a collecting bucket at Tesco Metro
in the Murraygate. I was on the mid shift
along with Brian Cairns.

‘It’s only two hours’ stated Brian who then
gave a time check every 4/5 minutes in an
effort to speed the time along. ‘Wha are
yiz collecting fir?’ was my first encounter.
Duly informed, the lady shuffled off
making no donation. Next was a gent who
knew all about Rotary, but was not
interested in joining, but at least he
subscribed some cash. And so the two
hours passed with humour, and lots of
backchat from the Tesco staff. We both
received an invitation to the ‘dancin’ at
the Fairmuir Sports Club. There was even
the offer of a job for Brian to retrieve the
trolleys which were frequently wheeled out
into the Murraygate by forgetful shoppers.
Brain and I were surprised at the number
of customers in this store and we were
pleased by the decent level of support for
our Rotary causes.
Physically my arms lengthened by about
4 inches as the buckets became heavier.
This prompted a weighing session between
us to see who had the heaviest bucket – we
had to declare a draw!
Collecting is a fairly easy task to raise funds
and the variety of people in the city centre
store added to the fun. However, Brian’s
five-minute time checks definitely did not
make the time pass any quicker.
Bill Barr

Finlay Ross, grandson of Iain and Ann Ross, receives his framed Local and District Certificates for
achieving an excellent Third Place in the District Final of the Rotary Young Photograher Competition
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A FANTASTIC DAY TO REMEMBER –
DUNDEE KIDS OUT

Morgan Academy and the High School of Dundee,
with Molly and Dale from Dundee Rotaract Club. The
faces looked beautiful or scary, depending on your
taste, and no one wanted to wash their faces for at
least one week.

Beaming smiles abounded and there were shrieks
and shrieks of laughter when Kids Out arrived at
Kingspark School, Dundee in June. This great annual
event celebrated its 28th Anniversary, held to thrill
and delight the lovely and loving kids at Kingspark
– a school designed to meet the additional support
needs of its pupils, aged between 5-18 years.

Meanwhile outside in the yard, our Clowns, Cake
and Candy were showing us all how to bend
balloons into swords and flowers and hearts and also
how to spin and flip plates without dropping them.
It took real skill to do those things and it was fun
getting it right.

No wonder there was so much happiness. Mr Boom,
the one man band with a cymbal on his head, a big
bass drum to his front and a mouth organ anchored
from his shoulders, thrilled everyone with his songs
and fired imaginations on his trip to the Moon
and back. Even better still, the whole audience
was supplied with a treat of creamy and delicious
Janetta’s ice cream, all provided free of charge.

Next door, footballs were whistling past players from
Dundee United Football Club with goals slammed
into the net by boys and girls from Kingspark. There
were so many goals scored, we lost count.
Who wanted their face painted as a tiger or a
butterfly or a Marvel Superhero? Everyone did.
There was artistry on tap, coordinated by Tim Baker
and Gus McDonald and provided by Molly and
Ashley from Harris Interact Club, the Interactors from

But that was not all. There were fairground
roundabouts provided by Christian Horne (who
travelled all the way from Glasgow), the Dog Agility
Show from the Blairloch Agility Group, fire engines
from Dundee Fire Brigade, and vehicles from the
Dundee Transport Museum, like a London Bus where
you could run up and down the stairs.
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are the official partners of Kids out and the Kids Out
Interclub Committee, a team of Rotary in Dundee
Rotarians and Kingspark Staff, worked solidly for
three months beforehand to slot everything into
place.

Have you seen the film ‘The Boss Baby’? Well
Kingspark School did and that is how the day
started. You could either go to the cinema to see the
film or go to the Fun Factory where you could have a
go on Dizzy Discs, rope bridges or play lots of games
in the soft play area.
What a day! So many things to do and only one day
in which to do them. It was thrilling, exciting and so
much fun. Wow! Roll on next year.
None of this would have been possible without the
hard work and commitment of the 20 Rotarians
from the four Dundee Clubs, led by John Don
and Andrew Child, working side by side with the
Kingspark Staff, led by Laura Hart, Deputy Head, and
Allison Paterson, School Business Manager. Rotary

Said John ‘It is hard work but the rewards come
in droves when you see the shining smiles and the
real excitement of the young ones on the day. It is
very fulfilling and a real privilege to do this job. It’s
thanks to the Kingspark Staff, the Rotarians and
above all – the entertainers, suppliers and local
services who all give their services free of charge.
Many of them have been with us for most of the 28
years. They are the real heroes and are tremendously
appreciated.’
All supporting companies or individuals are each
presented with a certificate to thank them for their
dedication and commitment. Mr Boom said ‘It is a
pleasure. Children are very open to new ideas and
fantastic notions. If I can spread fun and learning
and allow them to expand their minds, my job is
complete’. This sentiment was echoed by Cake and
Candy who commented ‘Our aim is to develop new
skills in children, undoing knots through being
creative and creating self belief by mastering new
skills and change’.

success for Kids Out days over the past 28 years.
Laura Hart and Alison Paterson said ‘Kids Out is a
highlight in our school calendar. All the staff and all
the boys and girls at Kingspark love the magic and
excitement of the day. Even more importantly, they
appreciate so much all the love and kindness shown
by the Rotarians, entertainers, suppliers, service
providers and Interactors. We would like to say a
massive thank you to everyone.’

Kingspark School, it is a pleasure and we look
forward to next year when there will be more thrills
and surprises and another brilliant day out.
Ivor Morton

Love and caring for others, all transmitted through
the medium of fun, have been the foundation of
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Rotary Young Writer Success
at National Level for Grove
Academy Pupil

Section of the same competition at National Level
for her submission ‘The Eyes of War’.
Dundee schools also won awards at District Level
in the competition: Phoebe Cartwright, Downfield
Primary School, was Third in the Junior Section;
Natalie Bolik also won First Place in the Intermediate
Section; Alyssa French, Grove Academy was Second
in the Intermediate Section; Hannah Gardiner, SS
Peter and Paul RC Primary School was Commended
in the Intermediate Section; and Mia Kellner, Grove
Academy was Third in the Senior Section.
Grove Academy:
Picture left to right, rear: Head of English Kirsty Thomson,
Competition Judge Andy Jackson, Competition Judge Professor
Bill Herbert, Head Teacher Graham Hutton
Front: Natalie Bolik, Chloe Phillips, Alyssa French

Grove Academy is building an excellent reputation
in the Rotary Young Writer Competition at National
Level, which covers the UK and Ireland.
Natalie Bolik achieved a Highly Commended Award
in the Intermediate Section of the Competition for
her entry ‘Rest’, a poem she has written from the
perspective of a tree.
The competition task was to produce a story or a
poem entitled ‘A Different Perspective’.
Natalie’s success follows on from last year when Mia
Kellner, also from Grove Academy, won the Senior

Picture above: Downfield Primary School at School Assembly and
(right) the Downfield Award Winners proudly displaying their
Local and District Certificates

SS Peter and Paul:
Picture left to right: Competition Judge Professor Bill Herbert,
Hannah Gardiner, Sadie Strachan, Young Writer Coordinator,
David Herbert
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Racism? Really?

The Free WIFI Password

Everyone seems to be in such a hurry to claim
‘racism’ these days.

Me: During an overnight stay at a hotel away from
home, I took my computer down to the bar to do
some data entries.

A customer asked, ‘In what aisle could I find the
Irish sausage?’
The assistant asked, ‘Are you Irish?’

Sitting down at the bar, I asked the bartender:
‘What’s the wifi password?’

The guy, clearly offended, says, ‘Yes I am. But let me
ask you something.
If I had asked for Italian sausage, would you ask me
if I was Italian?
Or if I had asked for German Bratwurst, would you
ask me if I was German?
Or if I asked for a kosher hot dog would you ask me
if I was Jewish?
Or if I had asked for a Taco, would you ask if I was
Mexican?
Or if I asked for Polish sausage, would you ask if I
was Polish?’

Bartender: You need to buy a drink first.

The assistant says, ‘No, I probably wouldn’t.’
The guy says, ‘Well then, just because I asked for
Irish sausage, why did you ask me if I’m Irish?’

Bartender: youneedtobuyadrinkfirst

The assistant replied, ‘Because you’re in Halfords.’

Ian Sturrock

Me: Okay, I’ll have a beer.
Bartender: We have Guinness on tap.
Me: Sure. How much is that?
Bartender: £8.00.
Me: Ok. Here you are. Now, what’s the wifi
password?

No spaces and all lowercase . . .

Rod Dee
Robert Burns
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The Green Thing . . .
Why Weren’t We Green
When We Were Younger?
Checking out at the store, the young cashier
suggested to the older woman that she should bring
her own shopping bags because plastic bags weren't
good for the environment.
The woman apologized and explained, "We didn't
have this green thing back in my earlier days."
The cashier responded, "That's our problem today.
Your generation did not care enough to save our
environment for future generations."
She was right – our generation didn't have the green
thing in its day. Back then, we returned milk bottles,
lemonade bottles and beer bottles to the store.
The store sent them back to the plant to be washed
and sterilized and refilled, so it could use the same
bottles over and over. So they really were recycled.
We refilled writing pens with ink instead of buying
a new pen, and we replaced the razor blades in a
razor instead of throwing away the whole razor just
because the blade got dull.
But we didn't have the green thing back in our day.
We walked up stairs, because we didn't have an
escalator in every shop and office building.
We walked to the grocery store and didn't climb

into a 300-horsepower machine every time we had
to go two blocks. But she was right.
We didn't have the green thing in our day.
Back then, we washed the baby's nappies because
we didn't have the throw-away kind. We dried
clothes on a line, not in an energy gobbling machine
burning up 220 volts – wind and solar power really
did dry our clothes back in our early days. Kids got
hand-me-down clothes from their brothers or sisters,
not always brand-new clothing. But that young lady
is right.
We didn't have the green thing back in our day.
Back then, we had one TV, or radio, in the house
– not a TV in every room. And the TV had a small
screen the size of a handkerchief (remember them?),
not a screen the size of the county of Yorkshire.
In the kitchen, we blended and stirred by hand
because we didn't have electric machines to do
everything for us. When we packaged a fragile
item to send in the post, we used wadded up old
newspapers to cushion it, not styrofoam or plastic
bubble wrap. Back then, we didn't fire up an engine
and burn petrol just to cut the lawn. We used a push
mower that ran on human power. We exercised by
working so we didn't need to go to a health club
to run on treadmills that operate on electricity. But
she's right.
We didn't have the green thing back then.

We drank water from a fountain or a tap when we
were thirsty instead of demanding a plastic bottle
flown in from another country. We accepted that a
lot of food was seasonal and didn’t expect that to be
bucked by flying it thousands of air miles around the
world. We actually cooked food that didn’t come out
of a packet, tin or plastic wrap and we could even
wash our own vegetables and chop our own salad.
But we didn't have the green thing back then.
Back then, people took the tram or a bus, and kids
rode their bikes to school or walked instead of
turning their mothers into a 24-hour taxi service.
We had one electrical outlet in a room, not an entire
bank of sockets to power a dozen appliances. And
we didn't need a computerized gadget to receive
a signal beamed from satellites 2,000 miles out in
space in order to find the nearest pizza joint.
But isn't it sad the current generation laments how
wasteful we old folks were just because we didn't
have the green thing back then?
Ivor Morton
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ROTARY YEAR 2018/19

			
2018
August/
Sept

Friday 31 Aug to
Sunday 2 Sept

Dundee Flower Show

Sept

Friday 7				
Sunday 9			
Sunday 23

Dreamnight at the Zoo, Camperdown Wildlife Centre
Claverhouse Cyclathon
District Council, Royal George Hotel, Perth

October

Mon 15 - Fri 19
Saturday 20
Sunday 28

Scatter Week (No Club Meeting on Tuesday 16 October
District Conference, Gardyne Theatre, Dundee
Interactor Conference, Gardyne Theatre, Dundee

Friday 25			

Burns Supper, Queen’s Hotel, 7.00pm for 7.30pm.

March

Saturday 9
Tuesday 19
Saturday 30

Club Leadership Seminar, Aberdeen
Partner’s Evening, Dundee and Angus College
District Council, Inverness

April

Sunday 7			
Sunday 28

Club Leadership Seminar, Royal George Hotel, Perth
District Assembly, Caird Hall, Dundee

2019
Jan

NB Above to exclude Club Meetings, Club Council, Committee Meetings and Gavel

