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for dinner at our club meeting, Andrew remarked –
‘When Judith walked into the room I presumed she
had locked herself out of the house’.

PRESIDENT IAN’S REPORT
So, 2018 has come and gone! In late October some
of us attended the District Conference which was
held at Gardyne College, Dundee. I would have to
say that the choice of speakers was excellent with
a number of inspiring young speakers, including
Andrew Batchelor from Dundee, who we should
make a point of inviting along this year to speak to
Club.
We also presented Andrew Child, our Club
Secretary, with a Paul Harris Award for all his hard
work, preparation, diligence, and dedication over
the years. It came as a complete surprise to Andrew
and when his wife Judith, joined us as our guest

November started with the Cyclathon Civic
Reception which was again hosted at the Civic
Chambers by the Lord Provost. The event was well
attended both by participants and by members of
the club. As well as pupils from Morgan and Grove
(who regained the Cyclathon Schools Cup) there
was a large contingent from Menzieshill Whitehall
Swimming and Water Polo Club and the younger
attendees thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to
see the Civic Chambers first hand.
Our RYLA participants, Lucy Arnold and Samuel
Reid-Harper, paid us a visit and gave an interesting
account of their RYLA experience. We then had
our Recruitment Night at Abertay University, which
proved an excellent evening with a good number
of prospective members attending, as well as some
Friends of the club. An excellent spread was laid on
for us and it is a shame that many of us had our tea
before we went!
Our SGM followed and we are well placed with

continuity assured for the next few years. Bob Black
is ready to take over as President for the coming
year with Angus set to follow. Pat O’Connor will
then become our first lady President! The Christmas
Message was well attended with James Wilson
making a return from his missionary work on the
west coast to deliver the message to the members.
Thanks again to David Reid and his team for
organising the event.
We have some exciting news to start 2019 as we
have been selected to be the host club for Kailee
Ross who is being nominated for a Global Grant
Scholarship by Rotary Club of Colorado Springs,
USA. Kailee will be undertaking a one year PGDE
course in Primary Education at Dundee University
having previously studied at Ball State University
in the States and in Greece. Assuming that the
grant is approved, and that she is successful in her
application to study in Dundee, we will hopefully
see quite a lot of Kailee over the coming year or so.
We have some exciting events planned with Angus
and his team busy organising the ‘Showtime’ event
at The Little Theatre. This is a new event and
hopefully the start of a regular fundraiser going
forward. Ivor and his team have been successful
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in getting some good publicity and we have had
an array of excellent speakers. Iain Ross and his
committee have been sifting through the many
requests for funding to make sure that our hard
earned cash is well spent. The Kandy Eye Clinic was
a great success and we may well revisit this project
going forward. Tim Baker stepped down from his
role as key organiser for youth events in Dundee and
I know that Rhona Duncan and Dave Herbert are
doing their best to ensure continuity in at least some
of the events.
Everyone in Claverhouse is working hard to make
this a successful year so thanks for your support.
Next up is our Burns Supper and I look forward to
seeing you all there!

RYLA Candidates Lucy Arnold and Samuel Reid-Harper receive
their ‘RYLA Certificates of Achievement’

Ian Balgowan
President

Andrew Child is presented with his well-deserved Paul Harris
Award by President Ian
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NEW MEMBERS’ EVENING –
VIRTUAL REALITY AT ABERTAY
UNIVERSITY

RYLA Candidates Lucy Arnold and Samuel Reid-Harper, receive
their ‘Certificates of Achievement’ from President Ian, after their
talk to Club Members

No, this wasn’t a virtual evening – it was for real!
On 20 November, 11 guests and 27 Rotarians and

Ian Balgowan

Friends enjoyed an evening of fun, fellowship

President

and fantasy, courtesy of the School of Design and
Informatics (Computer Games) at Abertay University.
Following an introduction from Development
Committee Convenor Malcolm Horner on the
changing face of Rotary, Professor Joseph Delappe
provided a fascinating insight into his work at the
interface between art and computer games. After a
quick spin round the highly impressive facilities, the
wrapt audience was treated to a magnificent buffet,
so magnificent indeed that most wished they hadn’t
arranged to eat again that evening. To wrap up the
evening, Mo El-Haram explained graphically why
the traditional Rotary format of evening meal and
speaker doesn’t work for someone with a family of
three young boys who play football on a Tuesday
night, and Ivor Morton proposed, or perhaps we
should say perorated a well-deserved vote of
thanks to all those involved, especially those at the
University.
Malcolm Horner
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Friends of Douglas Sports Centre
Children’s Christmas Party
Rotarians and Friends may remember that the
Club was asked if it wished to support a Christmas
Party for primary school age children from the 3
primary schools in Douglas, one of Dundee’s most
disadvantaged areas. You will remember that we
supported the area last year when we had a great
day helping at the inaugural concert of BIG NOISE
DOUGLAS at the Community Centre.
We readily agreed as most of these children would
not enjoy a similar Christmas compared to others in
the city. We donated £200 towards the cost of the
food.
I was invited along to help on a cold rainy Saturday
15 December at Douglas Sports Centre. Despite
the poor conditions around 100 children enjoyed
an afternoon of disco, games, refreshments and of
course Santa popped into his specially built grotto.
Centre staff and committee members dressed
suitably for the occasion.
The Friends of Douglas Sports Centre Committee was
grateful for the Club’s interest and support on what
was a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon.
Iain Ross

WEEKLY MEETINGS AND DUTY LIST
JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2019
Meetings take place at 5.45pm for 6.15pm

Duties for Evening Meetings
Fellowship Team Members on duty should be at the hotel
no later than 5.45pm. If unable to attend please arrange
a substitute, giving as much notice as possible and inform
President of swap.

DATE

The wine will be provided each week by members, in
alphabetical rotation, taken from the members’ booklet.

SPEAKER

SUBJECT

HOST & VOT

FELLOWSHIP

WINE

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
8 Jan
Arthur Morris
Update on the Kumasi Burns
Malcolm Horner
Bill Barr
Ian Balgowan		
		
Intensive Care Unit Project		
Angus Fraser								
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
15 Jan

John Irvine		A Forgotten Dundee Artist
Joe Dagen
Stewart Davidson
Bill Barr						
David Dorward		Dundee Bairns		
Bob Black			
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
22 Jan
Rebekah Haldane Sailors’ Society
Peter Mackay
David Herbert
Bob Black			
					
Brian Cairns
		
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
25 Jan
Camperdown Burns Supper, Queens Hotel, 7pm for 7.30pm									
			
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
29 Jan
Joe Woollcott
Brain Tumour Research
Ron MacWalter
David Logan
Allan Booth		
					
John Letford							
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
5 Feb
Business Meeting				
Iain Ross
Brian Bullions		
					
David Reid
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
12 Feb

Joan Kennedy
North East Sensory Services
Ellenore Foulis
Ian Sturrock
Robert Burns		
				
George Shanks					
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
19 Feb
TBC				
David Hebenton
Harry Byers
					
Aubrey Wood
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
26 Feb
Laura Baird
Wiltshire Farm Foods
James Wilson
Ivor Morton
Brian Cairns		
					
Allan Booth								
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Duty Members should introduce themselves to and welcome
any visiting guests and Rotarians from other Clubs and
provide details to President before meeting starts.
Duty members and wine donor invited to join President’s
Table for the meal.
Arrange for all visitors to sign the Guest Book.
Collect bell from hotel reception and place at top table.
Arrange for gavel to be placed on President’s table and
ensure free standing lectern is in place
Distribute name badges to Members, returning to club
cabinet after the meeting.
Using cloakroom tickets available in Club Cabinet, sell to
Members, visitors and Visiting Speaker (£1 per ticket).
Fold draw tickets and place on top table at start of meeting.
Count and bag draw takings passing to Treasurer.
Advise Convener of Fellowship Committee if stock of
cloakroom tickets or attendance wheels is running low.
Ensure that attendance wheel is circulated.
Bell to call members to the meal should be rung at 6.10pm to
ensure all are seated by 6.15pm.
Host/VOT
Member on duty should be at the hotel no later than 5.45pm
to welcome the Visiting Speaker who may need to be met at
Reception or car park level.
If unable to attend please arrange a substitute giving as
much notice as possible and inform President of swap.
Help Visiting Speaker to select meal from menu at the bar.
Ask Treasurer to pay. In absence of Treasurer, Host to pay and
recover cost from Treasurer.
Entertain Visiting Speaker at top table during meal and
deliver Vote of Thanks.
Check that a Visitor’s Pen from the Club Cabinet is available.
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December Coffee Morning

Inner Wheel News

Rotary Wives/Partners held their December Coffee

In November we welcomed visitors from
neighbouring Inner Wheel Clubs. Our speaker gave a
talk on her involvement with jute. She had samples
of items made from jute and following afternoon
tea we were able to enjoy some retail therapy.
At our Christmas lunch we enjoyed the Christmas
message delivered by Howard Price. The musical
entertainment which followed was led by Bill Barr.
Our members donated items of clothing to be
taken to the charity Tots to Teenagers. These were
distributed to needy cases in Dundee so the children
had a present to open on Christmas morning.
We send our best wishes for 2019.

Morning at Glendoick Garden Centre. After a chat
over coffee and sampling some of the accompanying

Ena Barr
Club Correspondent

goodies, we had time for a look round the Christmas
display and most of us indulged in a bit of retail

Ladies Coffee Morning
The date for January is:

therapy. The photograph shows the happy group.

Thursday 24 January at Beverley Horner

Ena Barr

and
Wednesday 27 February at Margaret
Sturrock.
Both at 10.30am
Ena Barr

Ian Sturrock

Claverhouse Rotary Club Helps to Save the Sight of 106 People in Sri Lanka
The Rotary Club of Claverhouse used this project
to further develop the close links it has established
with Kandy Rotary Club though previous
humanitarian projects including the shipment and
fitting of prosthetic limbs. Friendships between our
Club and Kandy RC are strong. Robert Burns and
Gloria, Ian Sturrock and Margaret, have visited Sri
Lanka in recent times and the Club should thank
them for cementing these relationships further.
We are indebted to them and to Vice President
Shamil Pieres and his team for steering the project
to such a satisfactory conclusion.

Claverhouse Rotary Club and the Rotary Club of
Kandy Sri Lanka joined forces in November to fund
cataract operations for over 100 sight-damaged
patients from rural villages throughout northern Sri
Lanka.

Accommodation and meals were provided prior to
their operations and long journey home. For each
patient the long journeys are repeated a week later
for checkups with emergency backup provided by
local medical practitioners.

The operations were performed by a skilled
medical and nursing team at Suwanetha Hospital in
Colombo. The patients travelled by bus for 3½ hours
from their villages following a journey of a further 2
hours from their remote villages.

The full costs of the project (£4,400) were funded
jointly by The Rotary Club of Claverhouse Trust and
Rotary District 1010 matching District Grant.

. . . ‘this epitomises what Rotary service in our community is all about’

As you all know Claverhouse has a proud record
of funding humanitarian projects in developing
countries including sanitation programmes in
Zambia. In fact between 1979 and 1982 the Club
sponsored several Free Eye Camps elsewhere in India,
again in partnership with other Rotary Clubs and
with the support of Rotary International and District
matching grants.

passed on his thanks to both Clubs and undertook to
circulate the success story to others in District 1010.
It is clear that there are other opportunities for
Kandy RC and ourselves to work together in the
future . . . many hundreds more cataract operations
need to be undertaken urgently . . . and this is
something which the Club will no doubt wish to
consider for the future.

Vice President Shamil has sent us a recorded video
message from Sri Lanka and subject to us working
out how to do it (?!) we hope to show it at a Club
meeting. In it Shamil thanks us most sincerely for
sponsoring the project. The message was shared
with District Governor Ian Dow, District 1010, who

Iain Ross
Convener, Community Services,
International and Foundation Committee

Ballumbie Primary schoolchildren filled a magnificent 41 shoeboxes for the Claverhouse Christmas Shoebox Appeal. Add to this another 26 shoeboxes so generously filled by Claverhouse Rotarians,
making a grand total of 67 shoeboxes which were delivered to the pick-up point at Perth. The shoeboxes were then transported to Eastern European countries to arrive in time for Christmas.

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 2018 - A GREAT LAUNCH TO THE FESTIVE SEASON
of the Nativity, expressed in practical modern day
terms, and which lucidly described a tale of humility
and compassion. He allowed us to remember the
privileges and opportunities which we often take
for granted and in which we should rejoice. One
Rotarian could not take his eyes off James’s attire and
swore it was the moose on James’s jersey who was
speaking. He is now attending both Specsavers and
Alcoholics Anonymous, as the cause of his dilemma is
unclear.

Christmas 2018 started with a bang when 44 Club
members and their wives, husbands and partners got
together in the true, time honoured Claverhouse way
to enjoy the Christmas Message at the Bonar Hall and
Dundee Rep.
Thanks to David Reid, Ian Sturrock and the Fellowship
Committee, the event went like clockwork and
everything was spot on throughout the night.
Excellent food and drink, an entertaining theatre
show but, most important of all, tremendous banter
and a joyous Club spirit were the key ingredients to
make the night go with a swing. We were all relaxed
and ready to enjoy the warmth and fun of each
other’s company which we do so well.
The Reverend James kicked off the night with a
thought provoking, reflective talk about the realism

We really appreciated seeing James back with us
again from his sojourn in the Western Isles and
coming all that way to be at the event, particularly
when he was breathalysed en route. Fortunately, the
breathalyser reading was clear, catching him before
his next glass or three of real ale.
President Ian welcomed us all and Ian Sturrock
organised us so well thereafter that even Margot
obeyed his instructions – very impressive! The
meal was first rate, followed by a raffle where the
President won first prize and received a warranted
loud peal of festive abuse from around the room. He
muttered something about behaving like the House
of Commons but the nays on the right disagreed.
Vice President Bob rounded off the first part of
the evening with a vote of thanks, particularly
recognising the sterling efforts of David Reid, Ian
Sturrock and Eve from the Rep for her caring,
professional service expertly delivered.

The Snow Queen spectacular was an exciting and
funny seasonal pinch of magic, designed for the
whole family, and supported by a highly talented
cast of actors and an amazing set of visual and audio
effects. Not a pantomime but a good family show
and in distinct contrast to the Brexit Parliamentary
Pantomime which has had no problem in finding
people to play the parts of the ass and the
pantomime dame.
What better way to finish off the evening than with
coffee, pies and cake and a good old blether which
we enjoyed in the Rep restaurant. A good time was
had by all and we look forward to our next get
together with our wives, husbands and partners who
add so much to every occasion.
I hope everyone had a brilliant Christmas and wish
you all a happy, healthy 2019. We had the motherin-law for Christmas Day lunch, but why we couldn’t
have had a turkey like everyone else, I just do not
know. She was really tough and chewy.
Ivor Morton

Christmas Message at the Bonar Hall and Dundee Rep . . .

. . . Christmas Message at the Bonar Hall and Dundee Rep

CIVIC RECEPTION CELEBRATES THE SUCCESS OF THE 15TH ANNUAL DUNDEE CYCLATHON
The efforts of over 300 cyclists taking part in the

Cheques were presented to Marie Curie, this year’s

A group of 63 cyclists from Menzieshill Whitehall

15th Annual Dundee Cyclathon, organised by the

chosen charity, and other local charities by the

Swimming and Water Polio Club also thoroughly

Rotary Club of Claverhouse, were recognised by the

Rotary Club of Claverhouse, Menzieshill Whitehall

enjoyed the day and organised a picnic on route at

Lord Provost, Ian Borthwick, at a Civic Reception

Swimming and Water Polo Club, Grove Academy,

Barnhill to break the journey.

held in the Council Chambers Suite in November.

Morgan Academy, Dundee Sea Scouts and Police

Families, individuals and groups from Dundee clubs,

Scotland.

organisations, schools and colleges all cycled the 26

Petra MacMillan, Patron of Marie Curie, said ‘Cycling
events are now becoming one of the most popular

miles Green Circular Cycle Route to raise £6500 for

The Dundee Cyclathon Schools Cup, awarded to the

and effective ways of raising money for charities like

charity.

school raising the most money, was presented to

Marie Curie. Thank you everyone for boosting our

Morgan Academy.

funds to allow us to do so much more in the area.’
Petra is due to travel to Laos in South East Asia next

Lord Provost, Ian Borthwick, in thanking the Rotary

week to take part in a 300 mile cycle ride across the

Club of Claverhouse and all participants, said

country to raise funds for Marie Curie.

‘Congratulations to all the cyclists who took part to
raise much needed funds for local charities. Dundee

Ian Balgowan, President of the Rotary Club of

has invested in improving the Green Circular Cycle

Claverhouse, was delighted with the result and said

Route to provide enjoyment and satisfy the needs of

‘Cyclathon 2019 will be even bigger and better than

the ever increasing number of cyclists in the city.’

in the past. We have already started to plan next
year’s event which is an ideal vehicle for charities,

Petra MacMillan, Patron of Marie Curie, receiving a cheque from
President Ian

All cyclists participating agreed that the Cyclathon

clubs, organisations and individuals to raise money.

was a fun day, promoted a feeling of togetherness

I am pleased to announce that Mark Beaumont,

across the community and was open to people of

the well known British cycling legend and record

all abilities. Said Alison McGinness, teacher at Grove

breaker for cycling around the world, will be helping

Academy ‘We love the Dundee Cyclathon and enter

us to promote and support our Dundee Cyclathon in

each year. It creates good team spirit and the Green

2019’.

Route allows pupils to see some parts of Dundee
they have never seen before.’

Ivor Morton
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Who’s Round is it?

All the regulars take notice and fall silent.

History . . .

A cowboy, who just moved to Wyoming from Texas,
walks into a bar and orders three mugs of Bud.

When he comes back to the bar for the second
round, the bartender says, “I don’t want to intrude
on your grief, but I wanted to offer my condolences
on your sad loss.”

After having dug to a depth of 10 feet last year,
Canadian scientists found traces of copper wire
dating back 200 years and came to the conclusion
that their ancestors already had a telephone
network more than 200 years ago.

He sits in the back of the room, drinking a sip out of
each one in turn.
When he finishes them, he comes back to the bar
and orders three more.
The bartender approaches and tells the cowboy,
“You know, a mug goes flat after I draw it. It would
taste better if you bought one at a time . . .”
The cowboy replies, “Well, you see, I have two
brothers. One is an Airborne Ranger, the other is a
Navy Seal, both serving overseas somewhere.

The cowboy looks quite puzzled for a moment, then
a light dawns in his eyes and he laughs.
“Oh, no, everybody’s just fine,” he explains, “It’s just
that I decided to quit drinking.”
“Hasn’t affected my brothers though . . .”
Ian Sturrock

One week later, the British authorities reported the
following:
‘After digging as deep as 30 feet in North Yorkshire,
Jack Arkwright, a self-taught archaeologist, reported
that he found absolutely nothing’.

When we all left our home in Texas, we promised
that we’d drink this way to remember the days when
we drank together.
So I’m drinking one beer for each of my brothers and
one for myself.”

Jack has therefore concluded that 250 years ago,
Britain had already gone wireless’.

The bartender admits that this is a nice custom, and
leaves it there.

Makes you proud to be British, doesn’t it!

The cowboy becomes a regular in the bar, and
always drinks the same way.
He orders three mugs and drinks them in turn.
One day, he comes in and only orders two mugs.
(I know, a tear is coming to my eye too)

Not to be outdone by their neighbours, in the
weeks that followed, an American Archaeologist
dug to a depth of 20 feet, and shortly after a story
was published in the New York Times: ‘American
Archaeologists, finding traces of 250-year-old copper
wire, have concluded that their ancestors already
had an advanced high-tech communications network
50 years earlier than the Canadians’.

Robert Burns
Robert Burns
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Our New World – Do We Want It?
CALLER: Is this Gordon’s Pizza?
GOOGLE: No sir, it’s Google Pizza.
CALLER: I must have dialled a wrong number. Sorry.
GOOGLE: No sir, Google bought Gordon’s Pizza last
month.
CALLER: OK. I would like to order a pizza.
GOOGLE: Do you want your usual, sir?
CALLER: My usual? Do you know me?
GOOGLE: According to our Caller ID Data Sheet,
the last 12 times you called you ordered an extralarge pizza with three cheeses, sausage, pepperoni,
mushrooms and meatballs on a thick crust.
CALLER: OK! That’s what I want . . .
GOOGLE: May I suggest that this time you order a
pizza with ricotta, arugula, sun-dried tomatoes and
olives, on a whole wheat gluten-free thin crust?
CALLER: What? I detest vegetables!
GOOGLE: Your cholesterol is not good, sir.
CALLER: How the hell do you know?!
GOOGLE: Well, we cross-referenced your home
phone number with your medical records. We have
the result of your blood tests for the last 7 years.
CALLER: Okay, but I do not want your rotten
vegetable pizza! I already take medication for my
cholesterol.
GOOGLE: Excuse me sir, but you have not taken your
medication regularly. According to our database, you

only purchased a box of 30 cholesterol tablets once,
at boots.com 4 months ago.
CALLER: I bought more from another chemist.
GOOGLE: That doesn’t show on your credit card
statement.
CALLER: I paid in cash.
GOOGLE: But, according to your bank statement,
you did not withdraw enough cash.
CALLER: I have other sources of cash.
GOOGLE: That doesn’t show on your last tax return
unless you bought them using an undeclared income
source, which is against the law.
CALLER: WHAT!!!
GOOGLE: I’m sorry, sir, we use such information only
with the sole intention of helping you.
CALLER: Enough already! I’m sick to death of
Google, Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp and all the
others. I’m going to an island without internet, cable
TV, where there is no mobile phone service and no
one to watch me or spy on me.
GOOGLE: I understand sir, but you need to renew
your passport first. It expired 6 weeks ago . . .
Sir? . . . Sir? . . . Hello . . . ?!?
Rod Dee

Financial Planning Dan was a single guy living at
home with his father and working in the family
business. When he found out he was going to inherit
a fortune when his sickly father died, he decided to
find a wife with whom to share his fortune.
One evening, at an investment meeting, he spotted
the most beautiful woman he had ever seen. Her
natural beauty took his breath away. “I may look
like just an ordinary guy,” he said to her, “but in
just a few years, my father will die and I will inherit
£200 million.” Impressed, the woman asked for his
business card and three days later, she became his
stepmother.
Ian Sturrock
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Club Diary

ROTARY YEAR 2018/19

			

2019
Jan

Tuesday 1		
Tuesday 8		
Wednesday 16
Friday 25			

No Club Meeting
Club Meetings recommence
Alternative Members Meeting, Nosey Parkers, Dundee
Burns Supper, Queen’s Hotel, 7.00pm for 7.30pm

Feb

Fri 8 and Sat 9

Claverhouse Rotary Showtime, Little Theatre

March

Saturday 2
Tuesday 19
Saturday 30

Club Leadership Seminar for incoming officers, Aberdeen
Partner’s Evening, Dundee and Angus College
District Council, Inverness

April

Sunday 7			
Tuesday 9		
Sunday 28

Club Leadership Seminar, Royal George Hotel, Perth
Club AGM
District Assembly, Caird Hall, Dundee

June

Tuesday 11
Tuesday 25

Club Assembly
Club Presidential Handover

NB Above to exclude Club Meetings, Club Council, Committee Meetings and Gavel

