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SPEAKERS
DATE

SPEAKER

TOPIC

HOST

1st August

Iain Flett

The Life & Times of William
Topaz McGonagall

PP Derek Shaw

8th August

Lesley Mackie

Actor, on her professional life
in Drama & Music, and the
state of the business as it is
today for young people.

Brian Kidd

Rotary Connects the World
My first month has disappeared very quickly (although in truth it is only three
weeks). I am writing this early because I will be on holiday next week as indeed
is our esteemed Editor (not together!). Every past President has told me that time
will speed by and I have listened politely but thought – aye right! It does but that
has been exacerbated in July because of holiday commitments in my office.

15th August

Prof Nick
Hawkins

The Social Psychology of
Pilgrimage

Scott Williamson

22nd August

Prof Lynne
Kilbride

Effective Leadership in
Education and the NHS

Phil Turner

29th August

Double Charity
Day

Nadia Sutherland and her
dog on Dementia dogs. Alan
Laverock on The Banabox Trust.

Jim Pickett

On 2nd July 2019, Andy Argo and I went to inspect the premises of Boomerang
as a future venue for our Council Meetings. It is a Community Centre situate in
Kemback Street and we will have our next Council Meeting there to see if it is
suitable for us.

Chris Langmuir

The Rocky Road to
Publishing

VP Andy Argo

4th July 2019 was of course my Inaugural Speech and I am very grateful to
everyone who has extended their good wishes and indeed offers of support and
advice for my Presidential Year.

5th September

10th July 2019 saw my first Council Meeting which was somewhat longer than
the norm! We had many weighty matters to discuss and I gave my assurance to
the new Council Members and Committee Chairs that business would be conducted more quickly in the future – I hope I
don’t have to eat my words.

NB: It is responsibility of the Host to find a replacement if he/she is unavailable. Any such changes
should be reported to the Programme Convenor no later than 8 days prior to the hosting date.

THE NUMBERS GAME

The following day I attended the Botanic Gardens with Rotarians Bill Spence and Alan Keillor for the presentation of a
defibrillator to The Friends of Botanic Gardens. There was one glorious moment when they were taking photographs and
Mary had to dispose of her handbag. The sight of Alan Keillor holding my handbag was worthy of a photograph in itself.

June 2019
Nos

MEMBERSHIP

AVERAGE ATTENDANCES

%

Active		
63
6th June

55

Non Computing		

10

13th June

58

Honorary Member		

2

20th June

47

27th June

55

Average

54%

TOTAL		75

AUGUST MEETINGS
Public Image

Tues 6th August

Ways & Means

Mon 26th August

Club Council

Wed 14th August

Youth

TBA

Vocational

TBA

Community

TBA

International

Tues 20th August

Gus McDonald and I had a meeting with Martina and Gordon Whiting on 18th July 2019 about the arrangements for the
Invercarse. As you all know this has been pending for a considerable period and could be delayed no longer.
The arrangements for our venue at the Invercarse will now be more flexible with our Rotary Lunches being held either
in the Ballroom or the Craig Suite but the default position is very definitely for the Ballroom and we are assured of the
Ballroom accommodation for the occasions when we know we will have larger numbers such as Family Days and RYLA
Youth and Christmas. The hotel will email Andrew Argo and Peter Leyland on the Tuesday and intimation will be given via
the Website and notification which comes out with the Speaker information. There is of course a degree of good faith in this
arrangement but Martina has confirmed that the Ballroom is our default locus. On a commercial basis there was no real
argument in favour of a reservation of the Ballroom for us each Thursday. As you know our attendance records have been
dwindling and over the last few weeks and months have averaged figures in the 40s which only half fills the Ballroom. We
can but see if this arrangement will be successful but I am hopeful that it will be so.
I attended the Ways and Means Committee on Monday 22 July 2019. Arrangements for Oktoberfest are well advanced.
Tickets are now on sale for the biggest and I hope best Oktoberfest to-date. Ways and Means are now actively involved
in arranging Speakers and auction prizes for the Charity Dinner on 7 February 2020 and we need involvement from you
as members to give us the contacts to maintain the quality of auction prizes which we have been able to offer in the past.
Many of you have responded to my invitation to give me your thoughts about the Club both good, bad but never indifferent.
My thanks to those who have responded either in writing or meeting with me. I will continue to collate all the information
and then the New Membership Committee will meet to decide how best to take matters forward but rest assured your views
are of the utmost importance and I still want to receive them.
(more over>)

Lastly, I am due to go on holiday on 30th July 2019 down
to Glyndebourne to the Opera and if I am entirely truthful,
I will not be thinking of you all!
I will be back for the Family Day on 8th August 2019 when
our speaker is the local actress but also West End Star,
Leslie Mackie. I hope that you will all bring guests to hear
what I am sure will be a very interesting talk.
Mary Crighton
President

Bill’s Back Again

Like all publications we are happy to publish corrections. Last
month the description under this photograph was captioned
as “President Mary and President Elect Mary
with the hotly contested Gavel Trophy which
they agreed to share.” In fact as you all know the
two ladies in the picture are Carly Edwards on the left and
Margaret Mitchell on the right and PDG Bill McFarlane
Smith, much though he may have wished it, is not the hotly
contested Gavel Trophy!
My apologies for the error and I am delighted to print PDG
Bill’s appreciation of the assistance and support that he has
received from the Dundee Stroke Exercise Unit which has
done so much to help him.

PDG Bill writes
My visit to the Club a couple of weeks ago, was the first in
almost 8 months – way too long to be away. For those not
present, I would like to re-iterate my thanks to all members
for your help and kindness to Daphne and me during difficult
times. I can assure you that it meant the world. I had another
special reason for being there that day, which was the
combination of Youth/Family Day and the presentation of an
Endeavour Award.

The former served to remind us all how outstanding so many
of our young people are in the things they do for the benefit
of the community, and the astonishing amounts of money
which they raise.

Friday and Saturday, including Pretty Verdant, The Vintage Girls,
Sound Machine, Jive Candy, Rock Bottom, Messarounds, Fizzle
Chimps, Captain Jack, sonnet 65, Interceptors, Paper Tiger and
Miami Vince.

The latter was a scheme brought to fruition many years ago
by PP, the late Harry Leadbitter and myself. All winners are
thoroughly deserving of the award, but Carly, the young
lady honoured that day, has been outstanding. Despite
all the commitments to a university course, she has been
a regular helper at the Dundee. Stroke Exercise unit which
operates classes twice a week at the Douglas Centre,
where fellow stroke sufferer, Trevor Kay, also helps. Entirely
unpaid, Carly lights up the room when she arrives and brings
encouragement to all in troubled times. Into this busy life,
she also fits a number of different sporting commitments. An
absolute star who portrays the very best of our young people.

It will be busy and this year we need all the support we can
get from club members to come along and work on as many of
the nights as possible. Please make a note in your diary of the
dates. This will be our major fund raiser this year and if we put
enough effort into it we will raise a substantial sum for charity.

Also present that day was Margaret Mitchell, the inspiration
behind the classes, now expanded to 8 at several locations
every week. Out with the NHS system, and initially desperately
short of equipment, she has used every means possible to
get everything which makes such a real difference to stroke
patient rehabilitation. I was so pleased that the Club took the
decision to make a very substantial financial contribution to a
high-tech bike which exercises arms and legs. I make use of it
every week and have no doubt about the huge benefit I have
reaped. I and all other attendees thank the Club for its great
kindness. Margaret and her fellow volunteers, many of whom
are former stroke sufferers or have partners who have been
affected, are very worthy of our support.

Oktoberfest

Please all take a look at the new website https://www.
dundeerotaryoktoberfest.co.uk which gives the details for
this year’s Oktoberfest which is running on Thursday 26th
September to Saturday 28th September inclusive. This year
will be bigger with the headline band on Friday 27th Magic
Queen, a tribute band for the legendary rock band Queen.
I was surprised to learn that Freddie Mercury died on 24th
November 1991, 28 years ago. It seems like only yesterday
that I was humming along happily to Another One Bites the
Dust without a care in the world.
Saturday night sees Heaven 17 from Sheffield taking the stage.
There are local bands on Thursday and as supporting acts on

Programme
1st August sees Iain Flett return to the club with a talk
about the life and times of William McGonagall whose style of
poetry is internationally known. His use of rhyme and rhythm
has a unique quality that seems to be typical and very much
in keeping with Dundee although he was not a Dundonian by
birth.
8th August Lesley Mackie will give us a talk about her
career and how the times have changed during her stage
career. Lesley has gone on to make a host of stage and
screen appearances, her portrayals of Judy Garland and
Edith Piaf earned rave reviews, with her role as Judy wining
her that coveted Olivier award. In her most famous role, she
played Daisy in The Wicker Man, where her co-stars included
Christopher Lee, Edward Woodward and Britt Ekland.
15th August’s speaker is Prof Nick Hawkins and his talk
covers the Social Psychology of Pilgrimage. It’s a fascinating
subject and the effects that mass pilgrimages have on the
participants can be transformative. Those of you who get
caught up in spectator sports where there’s a large crowd will
be delighted to know that academics study mass movements
of people in an effort to understand how they can have such
profound effects on the participants.
22nd August has Prof Lynn Kilbride giving us an insight
into effective leadership in Education and the NHS. Prior to
becoming the Interim Vice-Principal (Education), Lynn was
Dean of Nursing and Health Sciences within the University.
Her expertise in curriculum development has been recognised
extensively by public and private organisations throughout the
world and in these uncertain times it will be interesting to learn
what is really going on in the education of professionals in our
health service.
29th August we have two charities for the day. Nadia
Sutherland, accompanied by her dog, will give a short
explanation of the concept of Dementia Dogs, and Alan
Laverock will give a brief explanation of The Bananabox Trust
which works with people and organisations in Malawi, to bring
expertise and support. They transport via containers a variety
of items that are needed, but they send items that would help
a Malawian business or individual. The emphasis is always on
trying to make a lasting difference.

Rotary Club of Claverhouse
September 15th is the Sunday when the Cyclathon
takes place. We have been asked to provide help to run this
event, along with the other local clubs and if you would like to
volunteer please click on the link given below. All the details
about taking part are given in this link but if you want to
volunteer then use the contact Ian Balgowan link actually on
the website.
http://www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/page.
php?PgID=488536&ClubID=21

Who didn’t say any of these
quotes?
Below are listed the 9 quotes from last month’s NNN with the
names of the people to whom they are attributed.
Don’t cry because it’s over, smile because
it happened. Dr Seuss
I’m selfish, impatient and a little insecure.
I make mistakes, I am out of control and
at times hard to handle. But if you can’t
handle me at my worst, then you sure as
hell don’t deserve me at my best.
Marilyn Munroe
Be yourself; everyone else is already taken.
Oscar Wilde
Two things are infinite: the universe and
human stupidity; and I’m not sure about
the universe. Albert Einstein
You only live once, but if you do it right,
once is enough. Mae West
Be the change that you wish to see in the
world. Mahatma Gandhi
If you tell the truth, you don’t have
to remember anything. Mark Twain
Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only
light can do that. Hate cannot drive out
hate: only love can do that.
Martin Luther King
The person, be it gentleman or lady,
who has not pleasure in a good novel,
must be intolerably stupid. Jane Austen
Winston Churchill was the one who did not have
a quote listed.
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