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Dates for your Diary
Thursday
Thursday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday

7th March
14th March
20th March
21st March
28th March

“Utilities” by Jeff Lang *
“Manaus Children’s Project” by Rtn. Phil Gibbs
Ladies Fashion Show AND Pop-Up Shop!!!
Business Meeting *
“Rise Against Hunger” Rtn Paul Scullion

(Please Note: * indicates Evening Meeting @ 7:00 pm)
OTHER IMPORTANT DATES
Thursday
Friday
Thursday
Thursday

18th April
26th April
2nd May
16th May

Maunday Thursday - No Meeting
Douglas I.O.M. Charter
Charter & Social Evening
AGM
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From the Editor’s Pen …
Welcome to the third Barn Owl of 2019 - Winter is on the wane, Spring is
skipping merrily towards us, and Brexit seems somewhat like the Chronicles of
Narnia - the Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe - always Winter, but never
Christmas.
The Editor is delighted to publish a contribution from one of our past presidents,
Rtn. Jack Harrison, who has written eloquently about the Bomber Memorial,
which was erected by the Club in June 1955, and commemorates the courage of
six young men who died fighting for King and country.
The Editor also wishes to apologise for the delay in publishing our President’s
first contribution to the Barn which was sent to him on 19 July 2018. The article
(very well written) and accompanying picture are reproduced in this edition.
This month we were visited on 14th February by Kids2gether, a Bolton-based
charity supporting children affected by autism and autistic spectrum disorders,
and heard about the effects of autism on children and their families.
On 21st Februaury, we had a very well-attended Show-Case Evening meeting
hosted by Rtn. Pat Byrne and his colleagues from Community Service, showing
how our Club supports the Rotary principle of “Service above Self” in practical
ways to support the local community, and the wider world.
On 28th February we were visited by Mick Croskery from Derian House,
Chorley, who told us how Derian House had been founded and grown over the
years to become a leading provider of palliative and respite care for children.
Rotarians seek to work together to help in practical ways to support others,
encourage excellence and enterprise in our young people, by putting into practice
the Rotary motto “Service above self”.
And finally, if you would like to contribute to next month’s Barn Owl, the
Editor would be delighted to hear from you in any medium of communication:
(a) email z4ch1952@gmail.com (b) phone: 07908 720 669 (c) ‘snail
mail’ (address in current Membership directory), or (d) please speak to me at one
of our Rotary meetings - thank you! Ed.
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The Bomber Memorial
By Rotarian Jack Harrison
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The bomber memorial, the “Silent Sentinel of the Moors”. This was the Rotary
club of Horwich’s project to mark the Golden Jubilee of Rotary International,
1955.
How well I remember it! The memorial was the brainchild of Rotarian George
Brookes, the same Rotarian who made and gave the Lectern to the Club as a
memento of his year as president. Two things to remember him and thank him
for.
It is not the memorial itself I want to write about but the names on the plaque
who became people and not just names. The first one, the pilot Flight Sergeant
J B Timperon of the RAAF, the only Australian in the crew. He had a great
friend in the RAAF Flight Lieutenant K Miller, who flew Mosquitoes, a twoseater fighter bomber - one of the iconic planes of World War II, well-known for
it’s handling, fire power, and speed. He served in Europe and the Far East and
survived the war whilst sadly his friend didn’t.
After the war Keith went back to his day job, he was of course Keith the great
all-round Australian cricketer - still up there today in the records with the best of
them.
In 1958 Keith was playing at Old Trafford and expressed a desire to come and
see the memorial. He got in touch with the Club and President Doc Bradshaw
and my father invited him over, took him for lunch, then up to the memorial.
Imagine my surprise when I was also invited along, really to meet Keith Miller!
As a cricket lover this was not to be missed - what a man; big in every way, your
archetypal Aussie. This led to a life-long correspondence with him, he put me in
touch with flight Sergeant Timperon’s sister and family. They were all so
grateful that we had built the memorial but also remembered the crew by having
an annual service. In fact they looked upon us as proxy families because distance
did not allow them to visit, so, over the years, he became not just a name but a
real person.
I remember asking Keith if he was ever afraid when facing fast bowlers hurling a
lethal missile at you at 90 plus mph. Remember, in those days, no helmets, arm
guards or body armour, just a bat, a ball, a quick eye and sharp reflexes.
He looked, gave me that wonderful smile, and said:
“No! Fear is when you have a MESSERSCHMITT 109 up your ARSE!”
What a memory!
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Miller after making 188 for Victoria at the Adelaide Oval, 21 November 1946
We now move on to 1995, Jane, the clerk of Horwich Town Council came to see
me with a question she felt of all the people she knew I would know the answer.
How right she was. It transpires she had had a phone call from a lady in Leeds
asking if she knew the whereabouts of a memorial to six airmen killed in a
Wellington bomber that had crashed on the moors.
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This lady turned out to be Sergeant Mounsey’s youngest sister, who, with her
mother, had come to the dedication. Her elder brother who at the time of the
crash was a POW in Germany felt he would like to visit the memorial before it
was too late. Jane gave me a contact number so I had a word with Geoff Waine
who was president and we arranged a Sunday that was convenient.
It had to be a Sunday as one of the children would drive them over. We met them
at the motorway junction, took them to Geoff’s; Jean had made lunch for us all.
Then up to the memorial, lots of photographs - and tears - and down to the
Bottom Barn for coffee before they made their way back to Leeds. Incidentally,
Sergeant Mounsey’s body was taken back to Leeds and he is buried in a
churchyard there.
They expressed the same sentiments of Flight Sergeant Timperon’s family: how
wonderful it was we had built the memorial but still took time to remember the
crew. They sent a lovely letter of ‘thank-you’ to the Club and donation to us.
I corresponded via Christmas cards with them till they passed away, so he, too,
became a person and not just a name.
As for the future? It was mooted that, as due to age, getting to the service was
difficult, true; Binyon’s words for the fallen do ring true:
“…They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old…”
Yes, they are still, 19 to 20, we are all 80 plus. But there are a lot of younger
people in the club and the core of keen people who want to see the tradition
carried forward. People like Paul, “Ian the younger”, Mick Scott and above all
Peter Fletcher.
So, please rally round these lads and maintain the tradition, after all, it is our
memorial, part of this club’s heritage, so is visible, tangible, and tactile.
So many people walk up there, read the names, and possibly wonder “Who are
these Rotarians?” Quietly and silently it brings Rotary to the notice of a lot of
people. The long-distance walkers have the Remembrance Sunday service and
when I was president I was invited and found it very touching. So please check
up with Paul and also remember George Brookes and the members who built it.
“We will remember them!”
Rotarian Jack Harrison
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FROM PRESIDENT MARGOT’S PEN
June (2018) came and went and on the 28th l became President which l am
honoured to take on as the first lady President of Horwich Rotary Club.
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June also gave us the World Cup in which the England team certainly did not
disgrace themselves and finished as well as they did in 1990, let’s hope next time
we do as well as 1966!
Wimbledon also started on the 2nd July and was as successful as always; l had a
couple of lovely days there watching brilliant tennis and being in beautiful
weather.
Wow! Some of them can certainly serve at speed, mind you with Isner being six
foot ten and Anderson at six foot eight what a great height to hit the ball from.
It was also very enjoyable to go to the Inner Wheel changeover and present their
new President Beverley Parker with some flowers on behalf of Horwich Rotary,
she will make a great President and l wish her all the best.
I now look forward to the next twelve months seeing our club grow and grow.
President Margot Mather
On 28th February President
Margot introduced our guest
speaker Mick Croskery who
came to tell us more about
Derian House, whose website
welcome states:
“Helping children and
young people, whose lives
are too short, to make happy
memories in an environment
of fun, respect and above all,
high quality care.”
President Margot is pictured
presenting a cheque to Mick
on behalf of Derian House, to
help support the remarkable
and life-changing love,
palliative and respite care.
Want to know more? Go to:
www.derianhouse.co.uk
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Thank you, Horwich Rotary!
My name is Darcy Pendlebury and in December last year I was awarded a youth
achievement award from The Horwich Rotary Club for dance.
I am writing to give you all an update and let you know how I have been getting
on this year.
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It has been a very busy year for me both training and performing. I auditioned
for, and was awarded a place on The Lowry Centre for advanced training for
gifted and talented dancers.
I train at the Lowry up to 14 hours per week. I love it I train in ballet and
contemporary dance and we also do yoga and fitness to build strength. It’s been
absolutely amazing and I have been able to work with some fabulous
choreographers including the English National Ballet.
In addition to this I have kept up my exam classes at Dawson’s academy and
have taken exams in ballet, tap and modern dance gaining distinction in all 3
exams.
I have also started to train on pointe and I'm getting really good at it now and I’m
able to perform my solos completely on pointe now.
I have auditioned for and performed in 3 pantomimes in Bolton this year Aladdin
at the Macron Stadium, Jack and the beanstalk at The Albert halls and next week
I will perform in The Snow queen at the Albert halls. I have also performed in
church, at school, at Middleton Arena and at the Lowry theatre.
In addition to this I have done many competitions and been very successful in
winning medals and trophies for my dancing.
This weekend has been my most successful ever, I won 6 gold medals and the
adjudicators choice trophy for my technique and also for being a professional
both on and off stage.
I also help with the dance club after school at St Joseph’s high School.
I just wanted to say “thank you” to you all for supporting me, dance is my life
and I’m hoping that it will be my future career.
Thank you
Darcy Pendlebury
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Laughter is the Best Medicine ~ some Aussie humour
LOGON: Adding wood to make the barbie hotter.
LOG OFF: Not adding any more wood to the barbie.
MONITOR: Keeping an eye on the barbie.
DOWNLOAD: Getting the firewood off the ute.
HARD DRIVE: Making the trip back home without any cold tinnies.
KEYBOARD: Where you hang the ute keys.
WINDOWS: What you shut when the weather's cold.
SCREEN: What you shut in the mozzie season.
BYTE: What mozzies do.
MEGABYTE: What Townsville mozzies do.
CHIP: A pub snack.
MICROCHIP: What's left in the bag after you've eaten the chips.
MODEM: What you did to the lawns.
LAPTOP: Where the cat sleeps.
SOFTWARE: Plastic knives and forks you get at Red Rooster.
HARDWARE: Stainless steel knives and forks - from K-Mart.
MOUSE: The small rodent that eats the grain in the shed.
MAINFRAME: What holds the shed up.
WEB: What spiders make.
WEBSITE: Usually in the shed or under the verandah.
SEARCH ENGINE: What you do when the ute won't go.
CURSOR: What you say when the ute won't go.
YAHOO: What you say when the ute does go.
UPGRADE: A steep hill.
SERVER: The person at the pub who brings out the counter lunch.
MAIL SERVER: The bloke at the pub who brings out the counter lunch.
USER: The neighbour who keeps borrowing things.
NETWORK: What you do when you need to repair the fishing net.
INTERNET: Where you want the fish to go.
NETSCAPE: What the fish do when they discover a hole in the net.
ONLINE: Where you hang the washing.
OFFLINE: Where the washing ends up when the pegs aren't strong enough.
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And finally …
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