NEWSLETTER
MAY 2018
STRATFORD MARATHON

Part of the course is along a disused railway
line which is known as the Greenway.

15 members of our club attended the
Stratford Marathon on Sunday 13th May - as
marshals not runners! We were - as we do
each year - helping the Rotary Club of
Stratford who organise the event.

It runs through picturesque countryside.

David Johnson and Brian Miles on duty
Although it is called the Stratford Marathon, it
is in fact two races in one: a marathon and a
half-marathon. It is a half-marathon course the marathon runners do two circuits. There
were 3,000+ runners this year, slightly down
on last year’s numbers. About one third of
them did the marathon.

Our club members were allocated
marshalling points on the Greenway.

to
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The next two pictures show the runners
entering the Greenway and David Ruskin
marshalling them.

Fortunately, there were no major medical
incidents on the day.
Clearly, the event was helped for us, as
marshals, by the weather: we wonder if the
runners felt the same!
The thing which struck us was the number of
runners from different clubs; the number of
those clubs; and how far away some of them
were - Hayle, in Cornwall, perhaps being the
most striking example.

We were given radios so that we could call
for assistance if a runner required medical
support. There were St John’s Ambulance
teams at the event for this purpose.

Peter Roberts + Rotary banner
This is a great event, and wives and partners
are always welcome to swell numbers and
the fundraising effort (our club receives a
donation for each marshal).
This is a great opportunity to get to know
other members in convivial surroundings
together with Rotarians from other clubs.
Please put next year’s marathon in your diary
as an event to support and take part in.
David Johnson, with contributions from John
Boothroyd and John Ruddick
Page | 2

PRESIDENT’S JOTTINGS
I have been recently doing presentations to a
number of clubs and districts in support of the
current Rotary 2 and People of Action
campaigns.
I presented at the Rugby Breakfast Club, I
gave a keynote speech to over 200 people at
the Manchester District 1285 ‘Think
differently’ event and most recently spoke in
Wrexham to about 100 people at a
membership event for the 1180 District.

MUSIC
CLINTON PRIMARY SCHOOL
Summary
Four Rotarians were delighted to join Clinton
Primary School for their Assembly Class on
Friday 15th May at 9:00 a.m. We were
entertained to a session of music put on for
ourselves and the Reception class to hear
their fantastic orchestra.
The Head Teacher, Sam Pater, thanked the
Rotarians present for their donation of £500
to cover the cost of 20 brand spanking new
music stands.
Storyline

Throughout all of these presentations I found
Rotarians who were engaged in the debate
about how to move Rotary forward and I have
come across many positive and enthusiastic
people who are embracing the new ways,
setting up satellite clubs, satellite groups, eclubs, area clubs and a whole range of
different approaches designed to make
Rotary appealing to younger people, whilst
maintaining our traditional ways of doing
Rotary for the older, typically retired
members.
I have found this most refreshing; it makes
me feel good to be a Rotarian! I am pleased
that what we are doing in our Thursday
Networking and Projects group is absolutely
in line with what is being requested by the
Rotary hierarchy and indeed is in line with
what is going on across the rest of the
country. It is good to see so many positive
activities underway.

When David Butler started a chat over a cup
of coffee with Amanda Wright at Waitrose, he
started a chain of events that resulted in a
handsome new donation to students by
Kenilworth Rotary. This covered the cost of
brand new music stands for the pupils at
Clinton Primary School.
They were put to good use on Friday 15th
May with the school orchestra playing a
selection of music for the staff and Assembly
Class at the school. Four members of our
Club, Peter and Pam Roberts, David Butler
and Roy Shearing, were there. We were
impressed by the high standard of playing,
culminating in a rendition of ‘Mama Mia’ as
the school assembly and reception class left
hall.
Sam Pater, the Head Teacher, was grateful
for Rotary support. The old music stands
were in need of urgent refurbishment and
Vicky Butler was delighted with the quality of
the new super stands: our Club’s donation
covered the cost of 20 of these.

Jonathan Miller, President
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We managed to catch a photo of four of the
star performers as they left the hall, in brilliant
sunshine, on their way to their classes.

We also had an introduction to the game of
cricket but that’s for another time?
Roy Shearing

BLACKPOOL HOLIDAYS
The holidays to Blackpool, which our Club
and the Rotary Club of Royal Leamington
Spa organise, for local residents, are nearly
upon us. There are two holiday weeks, both
Thursday to Thursday, one in July and one in
August. They are 12th-19th July and 9th-16th
August.

Jamie, Natasha, Mia and Jacob are surely
future stars and we hope that they and the
other musical performers shine in future.
Vicky Butler showed off our new stands.

The coach, which takes the holidaymakers to
and from Blackpool, starts its journey in
Leamington, stopping en route at Castle
Farm to pick up the Kenilworth residents who
are going on the holiday.
Members of our Club will be giving a lift to
those residents from their home to Castle
Farm; and, at the end of the holiday, from
Castle Farm back home. Please keep an eye
out for the rotas for these lifts
David Johnson
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… AND FINALLY

Dates for your diary…
Talk/ Speaker
or
Event / Venue
Club AGM

Speaker’s
Host

10 June,
Sunday

Two Castles Run –
Warwick Castle to
Kenilworth Castle,
starting at 09.00

Our principal fundraising event, which we organise
with the Leamington Cycling and Athletic Club. All
proceeds are donated to charitable causes.

11 June,
Monday

HMS Queen Elizabeth Bethany Ellis

Roy Shearing

Date

4 June,
Monday

Steward

Visitors’ Host

David
Bracegirdle

Richard Martin

David Butler

Brian Miles

Chair: Di Miller
12 June,
Tuesday

Transport for the VIP
Club

Driver is Phil Highley

18 June,
Monday

No meeting

Members take the opportunity to visit other Rotary
Clubs either individually or in small groups.

19 June,
Tuesday

Transport for the VIP
Club

Driver is Robin Kenward

21 June,
Thursday

Networking & Projects
Meeting –
17.30 - 19.00 at the
Holiday Inn

This friendly informal group, which includes our
Corporate and working members, meet for
networking and to plan upcoming projects.

25 June,
Monday

tba

Philip Austin

Gordon Cain

Diane Miller

Chair: Peter Robson
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