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IF MUSIC BE THE FOOD OF LOVE.... 
On Thursday, 2nd March the District Round of the Young 
Musician competition took place at Old Swinford Hospital 
School. There was very good support from our members 
which undoubtedly gave the entrants considerable 
encouragement. 
 

There were 4 entries in the Vocal Competition and 5 in the 
Instrumental Competition.  As always the performances 
were of a very high standard. 
 

Jessica Todd was the Stourbridge entrant and gave an  
impressive rendering on the violin of Allemanda by  
Bach and Herje Kati by Jeno Hubay. 
 

Chris Jones, Head of Dudley Performing Arts kindly undertook the adjudicating and Dale Wilkins 
was the hardworking compere for the evening. 

 

WOODHOUSE/JAY PRESENTATION 
On Wednesday, 8th March the annual Woodhouse /Jay 
presentation took place at our weekly lunchtime meeting. 
There were 7 schools present- Hagley Catholic High School,  
Haybridge High School, King Edward VI College,  
Old Swinford Hospital, Pedmore Technology College,  
Redhill School and Ridgewood High School.  
 

This is the occasion when bibles are presented to two pupils 
from each school whom in the opinion of the head teacher have 
made a significant contribution to either the local  

                                                            community or the school over the last 12 months. 
 A very eloquent vote of thanks was given by Ronan Fox, pupil at Hagley Catholic High School. 
 

FURTHER SUCCESS! 
Members may recall that I reported in the January bulletin that Imogen Hunter was the winner in the 
first round of the Young Chef competition and would therefore be competing in the next stage 
which was the  District round. I am delighted to report that she was again the winner and.....  
 
IT HAPPENED AT THE COUNCIL MEETING 
At the Council meeting which was held earlier this month the following donations were approved;- 
£50 to Cancer Research (Talk by Roy Sturdy 22/2/17), £100 to Water Aid (Talk by John Mobberley 
15/2/17) £100 to Compton Hospice (Talk by Dr Fraser Dukes 11/1/17). 
It was agreed to fund 80 pupils from Penns Meadow School so they could attend the annual “Kids 
Out” at Drayton Manor Park. Cost £623. 
It was agreed to donate £100 to St James School to support various internal projects.  
Following his recent visit to South Africa, Cliff Gammon reported that the project with Schitts Drift 
School had resulted in a dramatic improvement in standards at the school due to our support as 



wellas other similar organisations. The addition of White Boards provided by the Club had made a 
significant difference to the teaching at the school.  
 
USEFUL MONEY 
On Saturday, 18th March another Bev Pegg concert was organised at Hagley Community Centre. 
This was the fifteenth time that our club has organised a jazz evening with Bev Pegg. It was a great 
success with an attendance of 143 of whom 127 were non-Rotarians.  The overall profit is likely to 
be about £1,000.  During the evening there was the usual combination of jolly jazz, Bev’s jokes, fish 
and chips from Wollaston and liquid refreshment from ‘Arthur’s Bar’.  The band line up featured 
familiar faces.  However, this year there was a new double bass player, John Fellows, who also 
brought along his sousaphone. This spectacular looking instrument is a type of tuba which fits round 
his body; disappointingly John didn’t play both instruments at the same time.  Bev Pegg events 
involve much physical work; arranging tables and chairs for 140, plus carrying in and setting up 
everything needed for the bar, and indeed staffing it.  At 11.00pm the process is reversed after 
which the team members stagger home.  President Rob expressed thanks to Chris Fonteyn and his 
team of Rotarians, wives and Arthur’s daughter, Lizzie, for all their hard work both on the night and 
before 

 

AN INTERESTING POSSIBILTY 
At the R.I.B.I. business meeting, which will be part of next month’s national conference, the 
following proposal will be  considered which I thought may of interest to members:- 
To discontinue the annual conference of Rotary International in Great Britain and 
Ireland in its present format and instigate an alternative annual event which will focus 
on such matters as external public relations/marketing within an agreed budget.  
The General Council recommends that the RIBI Conference in its present format be 
discontinued with effect from the 1st July 2018. It is proposed that an alternative Annual 
Event will take place with a focus on external matters within an agreed budget reducing the 
overall costs of staging a joint Conference and business meeting of the Association.  
 
INTERACT HAND-OVER 
Representatives of our Interact Club attended our lunchtime meeting on Wednesday, for the annual 

change-over of the officers. 
As usual it had been a very busy year and out-going 
president Ishaan Korotane gave an impressive account of 
the Club’s fund raising activities which totalled £1,200.  He 
also mentioned various other measures he had introduced to 
stimulate and promote the Club’s activities  
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
After receiving the chain of office 
Incoming president Alice Feek gave a  
brief outline of her plans for the  
forthcoming year 


