Littleport Rotary Club Update
A discussion with
Major Bram Holland
regarding
developments in
the relationship
between the

Rotary Club
and the work of the

Salvation Army
The Salvation Army, Littleport had started an emergency food store based at the
Salvation Army in City Road, Littleport. Over many years the local Salvationists
have tried to help the community of the village with food parcels, when the need
has arisen. In the current financial climate with cuts in welfare spending, demand
for help has increased.
Rotarian Major Bram Holland commanding officer of the local Corps, decided to
follow the pattern set in some other areas and establish a formal emergency
food store, through which many more people could be provided with food to
help them out. He began to build up his stocks of suitable foods, packets of rice
and pasta, vegetables, together with various tinned meats, fish, baked beans,
fruit etc. This was done at first by asking his congregation and the members of
the luncheon clubs to donate items that they had as surplus in their pantries and
by using the facilities of buy one get one free when they went shopping. Calling
on the co-operation of the local social workers, ministers from other churches,
and so on. A system of collecting names of those most in need and supplying
food parcels was soon under way. Conversations at the Littleport Rotary Club
brought a very generous offer of support from the Club and now real progress is
being made.
Major Bram and his wife Major Loraine Holland with the combined help of local
people are now meeting the needs of the surrounding community. The Major
believes that demand for help will probably peak in September October time
when the latest round of government cuts begin to take hold.
The Salvation Army Emergency Food Supply will be happy to accept offers of help
from members of the local community and of course his Rotary colleagues. Some
parts of the country are already suffering, time will tell how much help will be
needed in Littleport and the surrounding district — Paul Cox

Littleport Rotary Club — Quarterly Update
At the beginning of the Rotary year (July) we welcomed

Chris Bottley as incoming President (below left )
"Kids day Out" Wednesday 12
June was an event run by Rotary
Clubs throughout the UK which see
kids with various disabilities having a
fun day at Theme Parks up and down the country. This
year Littleport Rotary supported fellow Rotarians at Ely
Rotary Club in hosting 79 students from Highfield School
and 47 of their support staff, to a day at Wickstead Park,
just outside Kettering. The two clubs paid for the outing
which cost well over £2000 and also prepared packed
meals for all, which were distributed by 9 Rotarians on
arrival at the destination.
There were over 2000 children at the park, sponsored by
other clubs, from the area. From the raucous sounds of
happy laughing children the
day was a great success. All the food was consumed, with the
icing on the cake being the weather, which was pretty nigh on
perfect for an event of this nature.
Littleport contributed significantly to the cost of the exercise
and our new Vice President Tony Winchester (Right), donated
much time, helping with the arrangements.
Many thanks to every one who helps Rotary — it is through
your donations that we are all able to give something back to
those in need.
(Below) are pictures of Highfield students and helpers on the day.
Paul Cox

See more on our website www.littleportrotary.org.uk
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What is your Rotary Club up to?

As a Rotarian we are often asked what we do and readers
may well be interested in a brief resume of the highlights of the
last year.
Over the twelve month period ending in June we have given
over £10,000 to various causes both locally and overseas. From Millfield Primary, to
helping support the world wide eradication of Polio, from Littleport Salvation Army,
to helping to bring an end to Child Slavery, the 21 members of the Rotary Club of
Littleport have worked tirelessly to raise this money in many cases supported by you,
the people of Littleport.
We are your Club and are actively engaged in looking at ways in which we can help
local residents such as the Littleport Parkinson Group or Ely Community College
which is attended by many students from Littleport.
We are however part of a world wide organisation so our funds do frequently find
their ways overseas with no better example being the support of small entrepreneurs
in third world countries where a “loan” of as little as £50 can help them set themselves up in business providing employment for others and taking them out of the
poverty trap.
This “micro-finance” known as “Lend with Care” is a wonderful example of the far
reaching nature of Rotary as our club has leant money through the controlling channels of the Co-operative Bank to 11 start-up schemes. A number of the original investments have now been repaid in full and leant on again. Just imagine that your £2
Raffle Ticket could be helping a young man in Somalia buy tools to help him start up
his business and in turn help others — this is Rotary in Action world wide.
This year our main source of funds came through a Golf Tournament, a Sport’s Dinner, where Ray Parlour entertained the audience, our Annual Race Night in the village hall and obviously various raffles over the period. Again much of this success
was down to you as donors of gifts and supporters of our activities for which we and
those we help are eternally grateful.
We always need support so if you want to know more about the Rotary Club of Littleport, for fellowship, fun, service to others and fund raising, why not visit our web-site
for more details, we’d love to hear from you!
Paul Cox
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What is your Rotary Club up to?
In the last article we provided a review of what had been
achieved over the last twelve months and this time we thought
it would be interesting to write about what we will be doing in
the next few months ahead.
We have managed to obtain the after dinner speaking services
of the racing legend Bob Champion MBE for our Sportsman’s Evening which will
be held on April 11th at The Timbers Hotel near Fincham. Adger Brown, the well
known circuit comedian, will be providing the humour and local auctioneer David
Palmer will be running our charity auction.
You will be able to bid for a variety of items varying from football memorabilia to
flying lessons, from family membership at Huntingdon Races to eating out at a number of local venues and many, many more. It is likely we will be running a coach from
Littleport to the venue so if you need further details please contact Gary Hartwig
whose e-mail address is gary@packwell.co.uk.
In June we will be helping the “Kids Out” day both by way of financial support to
help pay for the event and also with hands on support on the day. This is a wonderful
event when Rotary Clubs throughout the UK provide a day out for disadvantaged
children and in our area we go to Wicksteed Park where the “kids” have a day to remember.
Next month we will also be helping out with PHSE Day activities at Witchford Village
College. Representatives from our Club will be running classes with Year 9 pupils on
preparing themselves for the workplace. This may seem very early in their lives to be
addressing such issues but the better equipped they are, hopefully the greater success will come their way.
Since the last article we have had a number of interesting speakers but we’ve a
packed programme going forward including representatives from Amnesty International and an International Rotary Scholar.
So there we are – we
certainly don’t sit still
and if you want to be
involved please visit
our web-site for more
details. Paul Cox
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