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The President’s:
Message

In times of austerity and conflict when we see so many changes that are not always for the best
it's very difficult for a Rotary Club President to write a message which is positive - but I'll try.
Sadly these days and in many places we see libraries being closed, funding for youth and community
centres drastically cut, parks and open spaces not maintained or, even worse, sold off for
development. Statutory authorities, for whatever reason, appear to be in retreat and the good
things that underpin the kind of civilized and cohesive society that we all value are no longer
guaranteed!
In these adverse circumstances we must ask ourselves the question - "what needs to be done ?"
For nearly a century local Rotarians have been supporting good causes by raising money and making
charitable donations. That's good and it's worthy and may we long continue to do so but I believe
that the times demand that we do just a little bit more. If we want our local communities to hold
together and not fragment then Rotary clubs should do what Rotary clubs are best placed and best
qualified to do and that's to become the glue that holds people together.
As rotary club members we need to adopt and promote a concept of partnership through which the
local club acts as the enabling factor bringing local community groups together in partnerships
networks and by so doing making it possible for local people to learn or perhaps relearn how to work
with each other for their mutual benefit.
And that - I hope - is a positive message.

Peter Spalding – President Rotary Club of Croydon
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Eurostar 2018 – Final reminder
2018 Eurostar Visit to Sondrio, Italy
We are fast approaching the deadline for people to register for this year’s Rotary Eurostar Reunion
which is being held in Sondrio, Italy from 10th to 13th May 2018.
Details were distributed earlier but please let Jim Spinks know as soon as possible if you would like to
attend or need another set of the details.

Jim Spinks

Fundraising Committee
At the last meeting of the Fundraising Committee, we were very sorry to learn that Brian Street has
decided to step down from organising the annual Christmas Street Collection, which he formerly did
for the Thornton Heath club and has done for us since the amalgamation of the two clubs. Over the
years he must have raised many thousands of pounds for Rotary charities and the club owes him a
great debt of gratitude. The silver lining is that Graham Best has agreed to take on responsibility for
coordinating the street collection.
Another member who has been very successful in fundraising recently, with a focus on supporting
End Polio Now, is Stephen Kirkland, whose organisation of the following events has raised the
amounts shown:
Crocus bulbs:
£ 180.00
Jam Jars:
£ 330.00
World’s Greatest Meal:
£ 250.00
End Polio Teddy:
£ 154.73
Christmas cards:
£ 95.50
Total :
£1010.23.
We understand that this will be tripled by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to £3030.69.
Other fundraising is as follows:
Quiz Night:
£1520.00
Christmas Collection:
£1260.00
Croydon Night of Dance:
£ 327.00 (Ring-fenced for Croydon Hearing Resource
Centre.)
Our next major event is the Golf Day on Tuesday, April 24th, organised by Richard Wragg. We are
seeking support in recruiting golfers (£55 a head) – if you know any then do make them aware of the
event - and sponsors (say £100 per hole) – if you could encourage business acquaintances to sign up,
that would be great. Non-golfers are asked to make the Golf Dinner in the evening a priority and
are warmly invited to bring along partners and friends (£25 each). Good quality raffle prizes are also
requested.
Following that we shall be supporting the Beddington May Fayre. Tombola prizes should be given to
Barbara Harker and (full) bottles of wine for the Water or Wine Stall to Richard Ford. As we shall
need plenty of volunteers on the day to set up, man and clear up the stalls and it is at the beginning
of Eurostar week, we would plead with those going to Italy early, not to go before supporting the
May Fayre!

Richard Ford Chair - Fundraising Committee.
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Club Matters – Vocational
Following the Visioning Day one of the areas we are trying to develop more in Croydon Rotary Club is
Vocational Service. Over the last few months we have had a talk about Vocational Service from
District 1145 Vocational Chairman, Graham Harker, and a vocational visit to the Magic Circle
organised by Michael Sneary.

Graham Harker

The work by groups of Croydon Rotarians to
support The Whitehorse Manor Youth Centre
and the Purley and Coulsdon Support for the
Elderly (PACE) continues on a weekly basis Rotarians using their vocational skills to
support these organisations.
To continue the development of Vocational
Service on 13th February 2018, a Partners
Lunch was held as usual as it was close to
Valentine's Day. This year Barry Buttenshaw,
pictured with President Peter Spalding, was
invited to speak. Barry, a member of
Twickenham Rotary Club, is a JP, musician,
entertainer and After Dinner Speaker. He took
as the title of his talk "PrInce Charles, Bombs &
Barry". He told of his time as a bomb disposal
officer with the army and also royal protection
officer with the Prince - an interesting and
amusing talk. Barry was given a cheque for the
talk which he has given to the "End Polio Now"
campaign. Over a period of time through his
talks Barry has raised a great deal to support
polio eradication."

Club Matters – Rotary Day – 23rd February 2018
“Purple Pinkie Day”
23rd February celebrates the founding of rotary in 1905 by Paul Harris and is therefore designated as
Rotary Day. This year across Rotary International Great Britain and Ireland (RIBI) it was decided to
hold a “Purple Pinkie for Polio Day.’ The purpose of the day was twofold:
• To raise funds needed to finish the job of eradicating polio;
• To raise awareness about the seriousness of the disease and how it can be prevented.
Polio is a crippling and potentially fatal disease and children under the age of five are at the greatest
risk. While there is no cure, there is prevention, by giving children a vaccine which can protect them
from the disease for life. When the vaccine is given to children in those countries where polio is still
endemic, they dip their little finger in a purple dye to show they have received the vaccine. This is
called a “Purple Pinkie”.
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In the Autumn of 2017 Broadmead Primary School, Croydon, joined with Croydon Rotary Cub to plant
crocus bulbs to further raise awareness of polio. On 23rd February 2018 the school and the Rotary
Club of Croydon joined in a further activity as part of “Purple Pinkie for Polio Day”.
The school produced a large poster made up of crocuses. Children then dipped their little finger in a
purple paint before putting their fingerprint inside the flower. Each class had a separate crocus, so
every child in the school was able to contribute. A group of 10 pupils of varying ages started off the
process whilst Croydon Club Rotarians were in attendance.
Croydon Rotary Club is proud to be linked with Broadmead Primary School whose Head teacher Sarah
Hunter is keen to develop the link further. In her newsletter she sent the information about polio to
all the families who have children in the school. In addition the school organised a cake sale which
raised nearly £110.

Graham Harker
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Club Matters – Community

On Saturday evening of 24th February 2018 (having had to be cancelled from 21st October 2017 due to
bad weather), Roger and myself went along to help at the St Christopher’s Moonlight Walk by
volunteering to marshal the walkers. We turned up at Coloma RC Girls School and there we met
with many other Rotarians from other Croydon clubs who had also volunteered.
We were placed on Shirley Hills Road along with Tony Rowland from the Rotary Club of Croydon
Jubilee. The enthusiastic walkers soon swiftly past us on their way round the 4 mile route ending up
at the Chateau Restaurant.
The evening raised £23,800 (and counting) for a very good cause.

Loraine Davis
Ed : at the end of this copy of the Spokesman, in addition to Flyers for our Golf Day and our May
Fayre, there is a flyer from the Rotary Clubs of Addiscombe, Shirly and West Wickham advertising
their “Tea Party” event.
Contact details are on the flyer if anyone is interested in attending.
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Letter received from the Mayor of Croydon Councillor Toni Lettes
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JANUARY 2018:

On 9th January 2018 the speaker was John Hickson, a
member of Croydon Natural History & Scientific
Society(CNHSS), who showed some postcards of
Croydon which are part of the John Gent Collection. On
his death John Gent bequeathed his postcard collection
numbering over 12,000 to CNHSS and is an historical
record of Croydon.

On 16th January 2018 Croydon Rotary Club was pleased
to welcome the Mayor of Croydon, Cllr. Toni Letts as
the speaker. Following her theme ‘Celebrating
Croydon’ the Mayor spoke about developments in
Croydon including an update on the Whitgift Centre.

Rotarian Ian Wesson on 30th January 2018 spoke about
Parkrun. Parkruns began in 2004 and are now held in 19
countries. Each week there is a free 5 kilometre time
trial in 1,300 venues which people can join in. Ian runs
in the event held in Lloyd Park, Croydon.
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FEBRUARY 2018:

On 13th February the speaker was Barry Buttenshaw
who spoke on the topic of “Prince Charles, Bombs &
Barry”. This vocational talk told of Barry’s time as a
bomb disposal operator and royal protection officer.
Money gained by Barry from the talks if given to the
“End Polio Now” campaign.

Rotarian Christine Jones spoke on 20th February 2018
on “The History of Adult Education in London”. She
spoke about the history of the sector in the 19th and 20th
centuries and the current provision in the London
Borough of Croydon.

Camilla Johnson, the speaker on 27th February
2018 spoke about the charity “Link to Hope” which
helps poor and marginalised people in Eastern
Europe, particularly Romania and Moldova. As well
as providing shoe boxes the charity carries out
various projects to support the local communities.

Graham Harker
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Rotary Club of Croydon - Programme 2017-2018
JANUARY 2108
Mon 08.01.18

Deadline for copy of The Spokesman
(to be produced 16th January 2018)

Roger Davis

Tue 09.01.18
13.00

The John Gent Collection (Part 2)/Raid
John Hickson

Edward Handley

Tue 16.01.18
13.00

The Mayor of Croydon
Coun. T. Letts

Tue 23.01.18
13.0

Review of new meeting arrangements

Peter Spalding

Tue 30.01.18
13.00

Parkrun
Ian Wesson

Ian Wesson

Tue 06.02.18
11.15

COUNCIL MEETING

Peter Spalding

Tue 06.02.18
13.00

Business Meeting

Peter Spalding

Tue 13.02.18
13.00

VOCATIONAL TALK - Prince Charles, Bombs & Barry
(Partner’s Lunch) - Barry Buttenshaw

Graham Harker

Tue 20.02.18
13.00

History of Adult Learning in London
Christine Jones

Christine Jones

Fri 23.02.18

Rotary Day – Purple Pinkie Day – Broadmead School

Tue 27.02.18

Fund Raising Committee

Tue 27.02.18
13.00

Link to Hope
Camilla Johnson

FEBRUARY 2108

11.15

MARCH 2108

Peter Spalding

Richard Ford
Richard Ford

Thu 01.03.18
19.00

District Executive/Team Meeting
Reigate Baptist Church

Graham Harker

Tue 06.03.18
13.00

Museum of Croydon
Emily Lansell

Jim Spinks

Thu 08.03.18
19.15

District Council Meeting
Reigate Baptist Church

Peter Spalding

Mon 12.03.18

Deadline for copy of The Spokesman
(to be produced 20th March 2018)

Roger Davis

Tue 13.03.18
13.00

Myanmar (Burma) - Colin Coates

Colin Coates
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Tue 20.03.18
13.00

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Peter Spalding

Tue 27.03.18
13.00

How well do you know your ancestors?
Brian Street

Brian Street

APRIL 2108
Sun 01.04.18

EASTER DAY

Tue 03.04.18

No Meeting

Fri 06.04.18

RIBI Conference (to 08.04.18)
Torquay

Tue 10.04.18
13.00

Woodland Trust
Martin Boiling

Tue 17.04.18
13.00

Stephen Williams
Graham Best

Sat 21.04.18
09.00

District Assembly/PEPS2
St Catherine’s School, Bramley

Loraine Davis

Mon 23.04.18

Deadline for copy of The Spokesman
(to be produced on 1st May 2018)

Roger Davis

Tue 24.04.18

Golf Day
Farleigh Golf Club

Richard Wragg

Tue 01.05.18
11.15

COUNCIL MEETING

Peter Spalding

Tue 01.05.18
13.00

Business Meeting

Peter Spalding

Mon 07.05.18
11.00

Beddington Fayre (TBC) Bank Holiday

Tue 08.05.18

No meeting (Following Beddington Fayre/Before Eurostar)

Thu 10.05.18

EUROSTAR – SONDRIO (to 13.05.18)

Tue 15.05.18

No meeting (Following Eurostar)

MAY 2108

Tue 22.05.18
13.00
Tue 29.05.18
13.00

JUNE 2108
Tue 05.06.18
13.00

Chris Dighton
Morris dancing (5th Tuesday)
Nuala O’Neill

Peter Spalding

Chris Boulton
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Tue 12.06.18
13.00

CLUB ASSEMBLY

Loraine Davis

Tue 19.06.18
13.00

Stephen Kirkman

Thu 21.06.18
19.00

District Executive/Team Meeting
Reigate Baptist Church

Graham Harker

Tue 26.06.18
????

Handover Meeting

Peter Spalding

Mon 02.07.18

Deadline for copy of The Spokesman
(to be produced 10 July 2018)

(TBC)

Roger Davis

JGH
Ref: Rot.Cal.Web.2017-18
18.03.2018
GREY
YELLOW
GREEN
BLUE
PURPLE

TUESDAY ROTARY MEETINGS
SPEAKERS/MEETINGS ARRANGED
COUNCIL MEETINGS
YOUTH SERVICES
EUROSTAR

NOTES:
1. Th 12.07.18 District Council Meeting
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And finally, ……. A few little oddities to ponder on ….
Do twins ever realize that one of them is unplanned ………?
What if my dog only brings back my ball because he thinks I like throwing it………?
If poison expires, is it more poisonous or is it no longer poisonous………?
Which letter is silent in the word "Scent," the S or the C………?
Why is the letter W, in English, called double U? Shouldn't it be called double V………?
Maybe oxygen is slowly killing you and It just takes 75-100 years to fully work………?
Every time you clean something, you just make something else dirty……….?
The word "swims" upside-down is still "swims"……….?
Intentionally losing a game of rock, paper, scissors is just as hard as trying to win……….?
100 years ago everyone owned a horse and only the rich had cars. Today everyone has cars
and only the rich own horses……….?
Your future self is watching you right now through memories……….?
The doctors that told Stephen Hawking he had two years to live in 1953 are probably dead…?
Many animals probably need glasses, but nobody knows it……….?
If you rip a hole in a net, there are actually fewer holes in it than there were before……….?
If 2/2/22 falls on a Tuesday, we'll just call it "2's Day". (It does fall on a Tuesday) ……….?
100 years ago a Twenty Dollar bill and a Twenty Dollar gold piece were interchangeable. Either
one would buy a new suit, new shoes and a night on the town.
The Twenty Dollar gold piece will still do that……….!!

That’s all Folks! ……!
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